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A Letter fro1n Sir Philip Sidney 
to Cl1ristopl1er Plantin 

A10NG 5everal letters of Sir Philip 
Sidney not kno,vn to A]bcrt 
Fcuillcr~t ,vhen be con1piled 

the correspondence in ''olume III of 
Sidney\ C 0111 pl et e JV or ks ( Cam bri d gc, 
l 92 3) js one: preserved jn the Lockcr-
\Varburg-Grimson album no,v .in the 
H.1rvar<l College Librc1ryr1 Its text has 
not prc,Tjously been published fully 
an<l ace uratcl y. 2 It is of particu 1 a r j n-
terest b cca use it enables us- to date 
n1orc ptechdy an undated pubUshc-d 
letter \Vhosc chronology ·has already 
been the subject of some djscussion~ 
It ~lso provides another of the rare 
glin1pscs of Sjdncy as a book coUector~ 

Th c 1 ettcr is ,vrj tte n on one side of 
a foHo leaf mc.1Sur1ng 8 ?'1 by 1 3 inches. 
If th.ere ,vas once a conjugate 1eaf or 
another Jenf hearing the di rcction, jt 
h-a_Lj vanished \\1ithout a trace; jnrernal 

1 Professor \ Villitlm A, Ringlet, Jr 1 of 
George ,vashingtm1 Uncvctsity-.., notes i[l -a 
} et tcr to the present '\\'riter thft t not n e.r 
kncr ll[lknown to Feuillcrat is included uv 

" I-1 n jo Hrugm :ins in Co rTe s pond entie li.'(rn Rob-
en D rrd t e y (\ Ve:d~cn ui tgegc\•cn door hct 
His:tori:sch Gcnootsclup, 3rd ser.1 No. 56; 
Utrecht 1 193d, 11 1 r 5 - hi:5 No. 50 (17 
April 1 sR6) 

ln Frederick Locker\~ Rowf t1nt Catalogue 
of r 88'6 t 11c l ctte r is; Ii d ,~-ith a one-] ine 
_,;;;nmmary of its contents; tht ad<lrt~8CC is nor 
jdentifitd, About 1 ~o the atbum contnin~ng 
t l 1e le cter passed in to the hands of Dodd 1 

l'dead & Co. of N~w Yor~,:, ,vho aJvcrrjsed 
the collect ion f o.r sa I c in an u n<l ri t(;d cata-
logu c eot 1 ti cd Tbe R ou.rf ,mt A rJ to grttpb1, a 
,or y of \vhich is j r1 th C r-:r arvard Col It:: gc 
LH1tary. TilC -anonymous c~t~1ogl1er idcnti-
fic d the addressee ..lS Ch ri~tophel" I Jofo nt in <a.n d 
provi<ll'd au cxtn.::mcly hiaccuratc tr:lnscdp-
t to t1 ,vh i ch om ctted w i thQut sign ·w·ords 
,,vh ic:h the t.ran s-c.r iL c-r \:i.·as u na Lfo to tc:,nl. 

e, ... jdcnce alone pojnrs to the person to 
'""h om the ] etter ,vas pro ba bl y ad-
drcsscd. The b nd v of the 1 ctter j s in 

r 

the hand of an unkno,vn scribe~ the 
signature alone being autograph. 1\n 
cightcentl1~ or early ninetcenth-cen-
tu.ry hand h'1s docl,etcd the verso, 
'Lettre-de Ph: Sidnci, Utrecht. 7. A ,Tri I. 
1586.' The minute signature of Frcd-
crj ck Lo c kcr also appears nn the ·verso] 
together ,vith 8 printed slip dcscribjng 
the Jetter ns hem 7 s in an unidentified 
French booksdlcr~s c~tttloguc. The 
text of the letter jcseU reads: 

J\1onsieur, Comn1e ]e Seigr1eur Thoinas 
hen u ts est d esireux d '~uoir ung O rtc1 ins 
de 1a plus freschc ct mcllieurc edition, 
le luy-ay bien voulu cornphirc en cccy ct 
perm ectre q uiI tire de voz n1ains ccU u r 
9ue fouoy f-ajct relier et apprestcr pour 
moy, cnquoy ne fercz aulcune difficulte 
reseruant pour moy Pexempfo.ire que 
led tL Sr~ henu tz auoit ache pte pour soy-
mesmes don t 1 e me pass era j I usq u es -a 
n1 d I ieure com mod ite, Et s:u rce Di eu vous 
ayt en ,)a sr~ .. et djgne garde, De Vtrecht 
le 7 de April 3 15B6 stiL nouo 

V ostre bi en hon am j 
P11, SIDNEJ 

• lVithouc much doubt the rccjpient 
,vas C hrlstop her Pinn tin, the c eleh ru te d 
printer and pubHsber 1 for the letter is 
oL,Tiously re\ated to Feuiller=it,s No. 
XLIII (p. ! 34), addressed to Plantin, 
,vhich contains an order for (a111ong 
other buu ks) Les nm p pt's cl e 1 orte}i us 

Ti1c month was 01·igi1inllr wrJttcn 
c;,, fa(. , .} 1 and cor recc-eJ by the ~crjhe by 
o 1,.·c..:rw ri ting 4.A p.ri I.' 
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en la p 1 us nouvelle edition.~ This must 
he identical \Vith "cclluy quc I~uoy 
fa ic t re 1i er ct a pp rester po l1 r n1oy ,.' 
'1nd con~ec1uently the undated letter. 
prin tcd by F cuillcrat 1 nust no \V be re-
l oca tcd in ~1 arch or ear] y 1.\ p ri 1 of 
15 86, five years tuer thao its posjtion 
in the pu bl i ~h ed co r respond c~ce ,vou l d 
in1ply. 

The ] ctter kn o,vn to F eo i Hera t is in 
the Pierpont l\1.organ Libraryi to 
\Vhich it can1c evenn1aHy fron1 an 
album in the Phi nipps Colkction. It 
appears nctu:aily to be the close of a 

· longer letter "rhose opening has been 
lost. l\1r Curt F. Ilt1hler of the I\1nrgan 
~ta ff n1 rid c it the subject of a note 4 in 
,,·hich a.n .ingenious analy.sjs of the. 
books ordered by Sidney fro1n Plantin 
pointed to the sun11uer of 1585 a.s the 
e~rlicst Jikcly date. Only by addidonrrl 
evidence such a~ that no,v suppHcd by 
the letter at I-Iarv.ard could Bi.ihler,s 
dating be impro\red upon .. 

The ![Seigneur Thonl8S hcnutsi to 
,vhom Sidney granted the rjght to 
pure l u:tsc his O rte1 i us \.vas Sir Tho n1s.s 
I-Icneagei-Eli1.ahcth's sp-cci:al envoy to 
the Lo,v Countries. His nan1e pre-
sented obvious orthographical difficul~ 
ti cs to the N cth crla ndc rs:, ,vh o re-
s or te d to various phonetic spellings 
.like that in the present letter. ~l-IannitsJ 
and 'Hen i 11 tsi arc ot ri c r variants. 15 1~ he 
]utest atlas: \\'OU ld of course he indis-
pcns:1 blc to hi 01 in his ofli cia 1 position. 

Hene:nge arrived on the scene in the 
Nctherfands on 3 i\·1arch 1 586. fl His 

4 Revic·u.· of P.71.glish Studier, XlI { 1936}, 
6,--'J I. 

r::. Re sol ut{ e-n d ~r Stat en~G en.era~! van 1516 
tot 1 609, ed. N jco be~ J a piksc, V (Rij ks Ge-
! ch ic<l kund ige Pub l icnr j en, XI ,Vil; t~&Grav 
e.n h get 1 9.: 1 ) ! -i 5 6; CoTretpD mi en tie -V,:i!n 
Robert D1,dley1 I, t6o. 

A n excel ltnt .1ccou 11 t 0£ Engl isb tll pl o-
m :icy in th l': Neth erfands in th is pc rio d is. to 

inunedhite n1ission ,,ras to put 2 curb 
on the Earl of I...eicester.i ,vho had 
-a.roused Eliz-a.btth's rage by accepting 
fron1 the States Generalt ,vithout prior 
con~ultation, the position of ~hsolute 
gov-cn1orr Cooler heads: had persuaded 
the Queen to 1110 d crate her origin al 
intention of forcing Leicester to re-
sign~ and H enei1ge c;3me ,vhh consid-
erable latitude of discretion. In fact 
he tempori1.ed1 and it lvas probably 
his failure to act decisively either for 
Leicester or against hi1n ,v hich 
prompted Sidney to criticize Hen ea ge 
in the second of the only t,,;.:ro refer~ 
en ces to hin1 in the pub] i shed corre-
sp ond.c n ce~ 

In a letter to Sir Francis Walsing-
ham ,vritten on the day of Heneage1s 
-arrjval (Feuillerat's No. LXXXI\1, 
p. 164), Sidney charactcrjzcd hin1 as 
12 most caref uilJ gentleman both of 
the CHlVS nnd of the hon r nr] of my 
Lord as fur -as his duty ~.vil1 pc [ nnir J 
him.' Evideotlv· the extent of Hene-.. 
n ge' di sere ti ona ry po,vcrs "~as ,vc] 1 
kno,l/ni at least to Sjdney; but ,vhen 
he had ex ere i !-;ed t hcin i or f ailc<l to 
exercise thenl, Sidney ,vrotc to Burgh-
ley (18 IViarch! No. LXXX, 71, p. 165) 
that Heneage ,:hath -with :as 1nuch hon-
es.ty in 1 ny opinion done -a.s n1uc h hurt 
gs any nl'1n thi~ t\·veh .. inonth hath 
dnne ,vith naughtincs.:' 

Al though Sir Philip consi d ercd 
Heneage. 1.s course of action to he mis-
t~kent he ret:c1ined his estec~ and 
:.:tffcctioo for him ns ::1 man. A pnnTi~ 
sion in Sidney's ,vill te~ds~ 'I ,vil1~ that 

be found in ·vol ufne lll of Con ycrs Re-a d1s 
Af 1 S ecrc rary TV aJsingbmn and tbe l} olic}' of 
Qu{!en Elizabeth (Cambridge! 1915). ,~·l•~re 
these pnrdcul-ar de11]ings arc discussed on p. 
131 and following. 

... 
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a Jc,,.rcll, of t\venty Pounds \t alue, be 
b OU g ht and prcscn tcd in Ii ke l\1a n n er 
by [Sir Henry Goodier] 1 to my sjn-
gular good Frjcnd, Sir 1"'homas Hen-

nagc1 in Token of my great Love unto 
him~i 7 

\\7'HJ.1Al',.t H. BOND 

} F euille.nlt:, II I,. 3 7 5. 

Some Early Englisl1 Playbills 

T HE Harvard Theatre CoJJcction 
contains a f c,v early English 
p1ayhills that are both intcrcst-

jng and unique. In a preceding issue 
of this lluLLETIN I reproduced one that 
I bcUeve to be of the Comn1on,vealth 
era .1 H erc,vi th a re reproduced and 
discussed three more 1 t\'\ro of them of 
the ]ate seventeenth century, the third 
of the ea.rly cighteenth. 2 

The first ( P J ate I) is a striking 
poster 3 announcing a pcrformanc.:e 01 

1 ,v ill tan1 \ 1 an Lenn e p, 'The Earliest 
Kno,Yn English Pfoy-bm/ HARVARD LrnRAN.l:" 

BULLETIN~ I ( 1947 ), 38i-385. lt1 recent 
a. rticle .. r. G torge Seea;ght q u cstion.s SU Ch 
jll e2 r I y d-ating of this p la. ybiJ l n d j mp lies 
that it hdongs to the c ightc enth century 
C'l"he r~rlicst Known English PJaybiU/ 
Tlnatrt! l\loteboa1•1 VTt 1952 1 34), Bath its 
pap E!:t and hs form at arc sc,,.en teen th-ccn -
t"u ry, and I repeat tha.t l know of no other 
seventccnth-c:entnry thc::itrical broJdsidc that 
c:e uics ncith er the roynl a ITTIS :.l t the top nor 
the loyal flou ds h bcJ ow the text. A1orcovcr. 
the John Harris ,1r·hosc booth at Bartholo-
mew I 1air was s.d,·crtfaccr in the L.i.11 ,,;;as -al-
mosc certainly the actor of that name who 
,vas a m em bcr of the King's Revels Com• 
pan y before 1642 ; no other John Harris 
conn ec tcd "Tic h the stage bcnvccn r 6;5 and 
1735 has been Ullccd. 

Still m1other at I-Ian.Tard1 advenising; a 
p crf o tmance of ,ran brugh1s T'he Rel a pre -at 
Drury L~me on 1 8 1\·Iar [?OJ~ has the <listlnc-
tion of b ej n g the c:ir 1 Lest Q ne en An nc :play~ 
bill c~tant and the .fir.st pl~ ybiU to b t pr 1nted 
in t\vo colors. For il reproduction of it j n 
red and lllack, sec Ahvin Thakrt Sbaksperc 
to Sha1id11n (Camhriogej !\{ass-.~ 19u ), p. 26:. 

£ },,louuted io special copy, extra-jUus-
ttatccl by the authOl\ of the largest-paper 
edition. of Augustin Daly,s lVoffe11gton 
(Philaddphi.1.1 1888). Th;5 capy 1 No. r of 
twenty-five-, e-xten d ed to nvo volumes by 

Rob er t H o,vard Is popular R cstora tio n 
con1ed y, Tbe C 01111nittee, 1 At the Ne,v 
Theatre, ; n Li ttl c Lin co Ins-Inn F j e Ids, 
th is present ,,, ensday the 'l 7th of 
October.' As ,vas customary in the 
sc,rcntcenth century, Ho,vanrs name 1 

the ca st, and the year do not =i ppcar 
on the bill. The cast unfortunately 
cannot be re cons true ted I al though it is 
Jikcly that Cave Underhill ennctcd his 
f ainous part of Ohndinh1 hut the year 
is readily detern1incd as 1697. The 
royal arms ,vith the Jcttcrs •,v R' at 
the top nd the loyal flourish c \T jva t 
Rex~ at the botto1n jndicate that the 
bill helongs to the period of x695-
1 701.1 ,v hen W i Hi a 111 III rule~ a lone 
after the death of ~-1ary1 nnd 1697 
\\ras the only year durjng that time in 
,vhich October 2 7 f e11 on ,,,.cdncsday. 

The p1aybi'l refers to the Lincoln's 
Inn Fields ~""hefl tre a.~ nc,v. It ,vas th en 
in its third ye~r~ having opened under 
royal license on 30 April 1695. Some-
,vhat dftmaged and ob\'iously rrjmmed 1 

the biU mea~nres 15 5/16 by 11 7/16 
inches nnd is si111iJar in size and fonnat 
the insertion of over 45{] ill us.trations1 indud-
j t1g rn~ n y r-:lrc ph y b il1s and a sup crb series 
of theatrical mez?..otint.(;i ,,·a.!; sold as lot 716 
in the Daly .sa 1 e in N C\V York 10 l\·farc h I 900 
:ind ,vis acq a ired br H-a rvard in ? 9S 1. In 
add itionj two cxtrn-H lust rated copies of the 
forge-p=1p~r ~dition of this \York {~lso 
twenty-fl vr: c opics) ar(l 3 t H arvird, one in 
the Theatre Col le ction (No, 3, in three vol~ 
u1ncs, lo r 7: 3 Rcq u ired Ly R obcrt Gou 1 d 
Sh:nv, the found~r of the Collection), and 
the 0th er in th~ Ii arry· Elkins '\V j den er 
J\1 e1nor fa 1 Co llcction (No. I I lot 7 2 5) . 
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