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Time Travel with · •· 'ad· a Boulanger 
Carol J. Oja 

RCHlFVAL RES . RC L A 181. L]KE POKI G · ROU ·. D · · ·TT C:i, and th . l ham 
M1em .. rial L brary within ·a~ -,rd 1 Eda K · 1. n -oeb ·. ustc Library pto -·ri.des a 

............ ·-·-richly ,curated opp ortun · ty to di: co . :r intri.guing treasures+ In conte111 platiln · -, 
th I es--1.y, Ir _ i· -Ued my --xpe, ·.ences, · ith I h 1m~ · adia Boulanger 1Co ection which 
include · , ~or, b Ih -· American student .-. · ft r h: r dea h,.. B1 • .ul .ng,el ,e· tare dli tributed. 
th:_ nflanu, -rip ac 1 1m.ulated during a Hfi time of teach·· g 10 ,on library from each 
~ounti-. represented b her tud nt- 1 nd the m . .r.ican doc ment w n . to Hai": rd.15 

B ulanger (1887- 9179) reigned · or decad s a. one ,oft - ,e· most oelebrated .. ,nflpo" ition 
teache·-r. of th ... · twentieth century, e pec1a Ly through her lliongtime appointm nt at the 
· ··.merican '· ·.on -ervator ill o. taineb~e. ,u) aJ:o through gi "n1g pr·vate lessons in Par .i 
and teach in· . at its . co ie · .. o , 1 ·ale de Mu, 1q,ue. Ma.rion Bauer and Aaron . opland 
w r the fir. t among a le,gion of young Am, ,rican to · ork with her Thus H,_ i'. rd 1s 
Boulang . r ·· -oUection inc·~ude .· core , by a broad rang of h r .· · merican pu.pils,, covering 
t - ,e, ga ut f om ·. ,a c Blitz.·tein . nd : irgil Th, .,1n on~, ho tndied \ · ith her in the 1920 -, 

to Paul Chiba a) \i h . did -~ . _ in the 96os .. 
Fro1n a -chol r' per pecti . e,, exploring primary .. urces anew· can b H~- a chat 

with an old fI i ·nd mulling over enco _ nter · .ron1 the pa t thr,ough the len of ac -ru ,.:d 
exper~,ence· ., Du1 ing thi ·-l 1.t•e t tin · · llth Boulanger1 · m . rican legacy found my 
thought . heading in une ·•···'-ted. dir --ction = fir ··t mu ·ing about] ·st v ·ice · :in ,h 
hi toriographyofmid-t · _nt1 .th- , ntury Ame i - 1n 1nu·ic1 th .n t p ob'n · ,Boul ng · 
saga at Ha.r _·rdl dnrin - ··orld ·. · a.r I. long th _ · ay,. an interest~ 1g piece of v · m · n' 
history eme1 g d. Bu rm getting ahead of he1 a , well as myself B ck to m, be -innin , ..... 
at · ·,a.rvard. 

My fir .t extended stint in th Eda Kuhn oeb .· usic Library too . pla.ce in the late 
1980s, when, as a n.e,Yl mi ted Ph. •., h Id a one- . ear ··.·., lion a.culty · llo ship and 
t ught a f · · hman . emi nar on Americ -· · · co11: ert-1n u .. ic ;C · 1rnposers dluring th _ 192 10s 

Thi r,e idency turned · wt t . , be an ear].· tage of researc·h fo:r m ho o · Making Mu ic 
,od,ern.~ .·,e·w York in th,e J92os.2.6 I quLkl, di • overed t i, at he library1

-, , - , Uecfon of 
publi hed •,co,re-·., b :. Amer·.ca. ·. from the fi1 · t p . rt , f the t · enti,eth •C. n ury app a red 

2 ·. ·arah Adarn Ke p··· of th . Isl a · :M morial Library ema· to the. iUt · ,,:r, Ju]y 6 2006. Given the 

extra • nf nar am . - t of· nuni,grati n du -in · he twetl ·,eth , tu 'i deciding the na:bonali'lY ·.· '· c, mp 
must not ha .. been e . .. ll ap:p a·r t'hat the Boufanger ,e ·ta m d it deter 11inaU n ba d ,on · .1 ·• :r a 
c.ompos r , nd d up. Fo e ample~ · ea Mu gra e. a Scottish compo e · w· 1 [ ng tea hing .areer in ' he 

· · ., .h · s .ma~ uscripts j 11 the collect ion. 

l6 N . \ .. orlc Oxford . n · .· rsity Pr-e i .zo oo. 
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Po trait of adj Boulang ·rand.. _ tod ntsi 1938 Credit: Radcliffe Archive - Seide ·ng , Library. 
r h · ,, by · hrislimi Lin -fri1t \'( and Kerry MasreH -,. [oeb . 1fo i I.ibt·ary, 

to b _ comp,' ehen -_1 e .. In oth r word -, som,.: _ n: h · .d been tematicafily or .: - rin 
cont1 _tnp,orary .imp 1 ts, an.d I . ·. a the lu ky ben _ fa _tor. I al ,o del. ed n.to re ._ .- c · 
in oth .- , a1 pu·. · ib.rarie· , including _o resp · 1.d nee bet¥{ee11 Geo.rg rshv in. an 
taac 1 Jdb -·rg (a cultural critic who \"rot-· th fir t b . · b ut _. er. hwh a ell . 
an eady tud'. - o. · tw n _ ., th-1 en · ury A me· : can popula. · n6 ); d --pap li -__ - " 1f dward 
BurUngame , ill (a compo er of pron1in nc ._ in ,e !rly t •-nf ,. th-, •· n ury B. , ton I d 
l nb i m , · n1 _ nib · of 1 e ' a · · ·. rd fact lty)). an I a -] u t r · f A1ne ,c. 1n 111 te · ta , in. the 
, chive · J Han- .M -ld, nha.uer ( a , .-,e, . · :a 11-b , rn .mu icologi-t · · h , _ 111igrated to the .. ~S, 
in 1938 and c, mpH. d a ub tantial per. __ n . l ollection , f ntieth~ entury ·-cor, ). 
A [thee are-hou· ed in th H ughton I ibra , _ /i That ame . ear, I found my .elf looking 

27 R Goldbe g: I· aa G ldberg (]887-1938), , a I Harvard Ju nus· .B. 1910; A. 1 • 19ui Ph.D. 
1 12. r aa Gol berg~ 50 Author and --rinc . . .. · • . c rurer a-t Har~ ard:~ . w York TI mes I u ly 15 193· -'). I i . 

book -on ntem.pora ry p · pu]ar m 1• ic included: a~n Pan Alley; A hrotiit::l · of 1;h, · A meri an Popular Musk 
.RtJ,cket ( . w ork: John 1 •• y~ 1930) and , orge ·. -ershwir1: A Study. fr1 Am -ri ti~ · 1U.Si i( - . , ork.: Sim.on and 
· dn1sl r, 1931) 

Re HiD: .E. B. Hill (187 2 ~ t96 o) \, 8 , anot' _ r Harvard product ( cla of t894) and a Lud.c?n.t d ere o· John 
Kno, les Pain . Hls Moder~ -· r nch Music ( Boston: loughton ~VI iffiin . 192 4 • g:lli-\, r out f - . fa · ma.ti . n , trh 

5.0 : .old,,n Mu. ,e: Th · oeb Mu 1c Libriary. ,at 50 
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p , tn ·t , ··--adi - B u angerw" h · g_---i •93 .Credit·Rad _lifliArclhi:uv_ S-hl.e-inger Ubrary. 
/J},mto resenn11' done by Chrishnti Link.fat rand K . ·y Masteller, Loeb Mu.sic Lifirnry . 

in ,_ -V~1,g· Thom orl -·. udent e perie· ·,ce at Har .. · rd in the-late 1910 ·-an·.1 earl-_ 1920 . 

a- a w. · 1,y -f gle· ing a -,en. e of how one buddlng Amencan n1odernist enc ,Ol nt,e·.red 
the ].ate . .t Europ · . 1n trends.. Thi -- · as po,ssib] e· thro I gh HiU" papers, Thom on]s o n 
On th,- Bein-· ke Library at - ale),. interview· with · - omson, a 11d dlocument . ab ut hi . 
und ·graduate years in the H·arvard :_ n ]Ve1rsity Arch 1ves .. · Then as no\\til research in the 
: · arvard ]brar i . -quid<ly yi lded u nfor , .-een po -·_ . i bilitie ,. 

M mot . ust ·1ned adven· ur s that ·, ear,, though, earn from v.ro' ki~ g with th _ 
Boulanger C· Hect i . ,n). , · hich ha .1 not y,et been catal . gued fhll _. I decided . , .· focu -. n _. 
fre hm 1 1e in r on manuscr ·pt fr. , the 1:920 a 1 1 1 ,1 g he oulanger 1nater a -~ 

tJ1e • ont n1porary· . cene in Fran~ w · . h in tt' 111 '\/. a· to ter d. b)1 a br d -ba . d lean mg toward -rencll 
art and I.lure in ea ]y l1venU -th- -centu ·}t o . o . . 1 · - • F11tncopbil · a mu 't h~ ·, e I td t e· gJ-ound'. . ork fo · 
Harvard s ,_ x, ptional conn ction 'to Boulanger. 

1, [den hau.e : The rch·i. _ of. ans Moldenau r (1.90 19 ·7 ),. who ta'lllght for many y ar.s at th 
· ·niv . ity of 'Wa-l · ington, ·· s nmv d · p - · .. d among m.an, locat~on . 

2.S Thi research . dly y r · uh . d in : - artidE\ ' ·. irgil . m on~ . -· r ard · . ar ,... A Celebration of 
Am·erican ~vfusi.c.: \-¥or-ds ,emd Mt4sic' in H· r,or of H. 'Wiley Hi:trh · ock. o~edited b_ · i lta ·d ---. r. ,, _ for4 R. Allen 

Lo-tt and . ar i J. Oja ( · nn Arb or: Univ• r ity of Mi hi,gan P:re . 1990). 

Harvard Lib,,,t'lry BuUetin 5 
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kno\v.in,g ho , - much student · g, -in fro1n a hands-,on experi -· 11ce vrith artifacts of the 
past So my class gathered oiecasionaHy in Ishan1~s · -. · ur .~tt Room to discuss · cores by 
_ arl y American ~n " d -rn ist . . 1he con ction include w . ks of M, re Blit2-tein, Roger 
e s~,-n" and Vi gH Th, m .· n b _ t n :hing by Aaron ,pla ~d or Roy Harri (who~ 

Ii e 1 - opl ·. d nd the··_. , th r) wa n10rng th fir t gen ration f B u-1 ng :. · student' 
to ,gain I ame) Mostly) though its holding . from that decade c ·ronicle talents whose 
_,._ ......... .r,.., .. ·es never becrur, 1e f m,, 1•_tream. i [1,dUtding Theodor,e Cha, .er) Israel 1C1tko,~i z _ 
Rob.·· t Die~ an y, and , , _·rbe t · lw I 1 ·1us1 the . s a wonde fu wil-card· Rober Ru·•sell 
Be et ,, w o, eca1 . one o, 1

1 ,e o t e pect · - ch t at ors o . ro,ad . ay; Be£.ore 
-tudyt 1 • g ·with B,oulange-r in Parts during the S•-c. · 1nd half of the 1920 . -~ he had worked at 

B Harms , as , ·.1 cop · · ~, t and arranger A fascina i ,-_g trajiectory. 
had . intended t 1 1 ·-hap,e, this e -say ibout the Boulanger Collection arou , ·1d. my 

lliong-a,go se1nina __ But then my attenhon began to roam. '-_· ince the 918os1 the· coHection 
• I_ a· been ca a ogu d1, malting ·· t · a ier t -.1 grasp ·. , . ·. hol -. ~9' Th~,· time arou d I potted a 
· . hole new gr,o 1p of --meri a c · 11 po ers who th ved at mi . I-cent ry. These included 
Arthu., Berg,er, Paul 1 · e · · Marais~ Irving I ne, 1GaH Kub , 1 • . John le ·. sard, · obe t Moe s, 
Harold Shapero, lie Si.egme~ ter. Claudio Spies and Louise Talma1 amon• -, man . 
oth-.· ·s-an approxi·m. tJ - a •-. _neiation young,er than the 1110d rnists the 19.20:'" 

any (although not all) wer,e int iaU · trained at arvard and. then went :·n t,o work 
with B, · ulang _ r, . J t _ :r in th "· U~' · dur1.ng· orld · · , r I or .in ranc C -. • , ub tanual 
p, _·re· -ntag, ---b · n1e m j or comp ,. · sition · ach ri i.n Am rican uni . •· rs i ti s. ( Kubik 
r,epresented an exception to thi in t ad : ,aining a strong reputation in film,.,} 0 

The e c 111po er shared something e e as weU: that is,, a leaning toward 
neoclassicism> the a.esthef ,c more v ide. p,read th · 1 n any other in the mid-tvirentietb 
c ntury. They coinstitut d a · s -cond wa . ,l., of n ,oclas • icw t . >· reinvigo ,rating a mom ntu1n 
be gun in the , 9 20 : by _ op land and hi , •· ,1 te· porari . . 1 Plac din a r,e gional P'er P'ec.Uv. , 
n1any ,of th _ s" compocS, TS :n1ade up, a Bost- n neocla -· -ical gr,oup>, v.. · · ich inc]uded th e 

2.9 The finding aide fo · Harvard'. oul · r,e, . " [ect' n can be fi und at': h tp://hd.harvarieLedu/ 

libra ies/loebmusic/ish.aim{gDid slbot fanger.htm., The · oulan e -- · ol1ection a rived at Ha vard int e· fall 
of 1980 It was cat· logu don RL[ ·. in 1984, and jt was in.ventori d oo upl -tely beh\feen 1991 and 1,994 by 
Cad Leaf. te It~ wh • l as then a graduat · · t de t ( . arah Ada.m · and. -· nn ' Dan· I ·. ·. · Richard . f:r: ch 
Librarian,. Eda K ha Loeb M' 1 ic b , y em ii to the aut' lOr1 Ju , 25) 2.006). 

30 B rger f:u1e · nd h~p o au .ht t r,a d. i { ine b gan hi "t,ea hing car . , a Harv ;rd) e 
. : rais ·was IMs. d at UCLA,, L ssard at · . NY ·ton . .Brooki Moevs at Han.ran! and Rut ,ers~ -,iegmeister at 

·Hof: .t · 1 • pi . t , ar 'ard ·. a · ar1 • "W - rthm,, · re~ 'Pr~ n _ eton1~ and Tht Ju iMiard · -·. hool and Ta]ma at , ·. U . Ys 
unt r Col ege. 

31 1 o,\re t · e ph ra e " ec . nd wave to mt i e -d d. f: ;qu nt colfa oral· - Jt1d ·th Ti , Ito 
, _ enerous . offe -ed a mo · help u c r' tique of thi -e ·a . " 

5,2 Golden Muse,: ·. ·, e Loeb Musi,· Library at 50 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. New Series Volume 18,
Number 1-2 (Spring-Summer 2007), 

ba- ed initi: ll at H · rv rd a 11d eventually at Brand. i Univ _ · i ___ J~ They w ·o:te in a _ ty ., _ 
that has largely been ign red or in1pugn • d in · tandard na - . itive -. 1 - f u1id-tw,-nti · th-
c,entur - me 1 ··c n mu i -._ .. The ver term ,u eocla •· ci -1n · and the ae theti .i' -ep· e ,ent 
ar · notoriously i rnpo -sible to pin dov n~ w -11c 1 _ part of the problem .. .Boulange· Vii'a . 
a we]~ known proselytizer · or the mu jc of Igor St~avi.nsky, holding it up a•--1nodel fo1 
he· st.udl --·nt~ 1 and S I ravinslcy in tu , nl wa -, one of the p11rimary European compos -rs 
w · ose mus· c ,:.mbodie the· neoclas· ica1 aestheU,c.. That aid anothe·r 1 trigulng pattern 
among th ·,s parti ular clu .. t "' r , , . her Am,erican s ud .. ts _ d · ome to eng.ag -ll\ ith 12-tone 
~--.r·tin _ afte· Wor~d War II-d ,ing · -_in · ary· .g degrees. andl w'th a remark 1ble range 
of indi -: iduality. 

With my ea -lier focus on t ' . • 1920 -t I had not paid much atL nti 1n · o thes· - ·. i, -
century neoclassicis s, but I be~ ieve· w - have y:et to take the t ue mea ur · of their 
con tr.i bu tion. n many ,,vays, the ·.i - i - a story of the vagaries . f art i f c politics and 
_ cade1nic ucce .· al -o of the tr.au1natic culltu.ral disruptions caused by World War II. 

t o long ago · hey co s "tut,, d a en tra! ar I ery n American co1np ,-1 - ition~ holdin .· . 
p . i i,on . of ,ea.de · . h, p while winning Guggenheims and other r, -tigwous fi Uowships. 

· 1 an ~uch fig 1. · , e . studi, d with B,o ulan: .er t, .. be . -1 . re,. but sham~ coll -_ ti . .n of music 
by her mer c I student pro ide . a Ud sta: :ing po·· nt or any n i nt,ere ted in 
pur uin,. ', this tory. Contra y to r _c, nt t -die · e ·ploi:-"ng ame·- ex n,tw 1 k . am , ng 
Cop' and! . g, n rafion of -... eoclass , ~lsts:, thi sub equ .nt ·. ave· -eem . to h 1ve b _ "n la.rg, L 
stra:· gh t r,. ·p e· • nt in, a. remarkably different ell . n1ographic. · But the tl t i -generation 
tood apart from Us immedl .at, · pr dee_ sor in many .ays. Its ado]e cenc and . · oun.g 

adultho · d un£ lded d~ ring the D:. p e---_ ion and . ·-orld War II, + . 1ected ·, -ith litd _ of 
h. b ·h --·m k - esprit ;_ ,f the 1920 · . 

Th '.f . one t ng t in _ pir,ed by my re·. en t t .ra in th • ,oulanger '· olL, -t ion. 
A -·11ther fi cu , - on ·,oula ,ger h ~-1, ,oking . t her ti: o . arva d a 1 d hr p,1 ·.ce ]n 
l 1 , ••• - al hi -tory. 

Wit · th] particu], -r thr ·ad, I W'Ondered ab ut the n-th _ -ground .rea1~ties. ofbei11g 
a g.ift,e-.d woman con ected · : 1th an aU-ma] in::ti u1 i ,n during the· lat -- 930-. an _ th 
war years. quickly reaHzed tha;t biogJaphical account of the co.mpo,•-1 .r : r pre ented\ 
in the .,oulanger CoHecti· n de]·ve . a ju1nbl·.-1 J infor111ation about where e- .ctly,. ]I'll 

32 Her,@ ar n o xamples of the disp -raging comm nts about nooda sjcisru th.at are· c, mmonplace. 
Both c nter . round 1- ing ine. The: c0111 ose·r .Richard W rnkk said that in want1 d to break out o th . 

I rntetic B : ton neo lass" cal o - . 1 nd Da id Diamond ru d1 uth01 e Bo to Brandei :neoclassicists \,lj - re 

a rang - · ol . t _.. gr upt Both ar•e quoted in ·hi Up Ram 1, lrving Fine~ An Americ.an Cmitpo e • ( • e, Yor, -: 
Pend · ,, n Pr .. in a · O· _ iation with the I ib ar o ongr ss)~ 200 5> 229. 

33 e · · g p · rcentage· of gay 1nen an s t' · e fir-t genernti n. of A . - i,.~ an ncoc a --i isl ha -been 
prob d provocatirvely by 1ad]ne Bubb . in: Th Qi~eer . -:omposition of Anzeric~~ --· ·.iind. a y Moderriist 
A i riei n Mu .ic, an-.d -·._ ational ldent,ty (Berke[,ey: Un' e ity of _ ·aiHformia Puss . 2004). 

Harvaid' Lib.rary Bulletin 53 
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1• am.bridge~. they . tudied with her 1~ Boulanger arriv .. dl at a transiti.onal moment w ·. terms 
._·. f the r,elat· o, ,1 hip · bety,-r . n. Harvard s music depar I m ,nt .. · nd neiPhborin_g instituti · ,n .. 1 

w] · ·•·,ch add . ano her pi · e to the puzz le .. 
Boulan , l link ith H>_n ard eac .ed back to th 1920s wh· n Vi gil Thomson 

b ·c n1.· o:ne ofh r . ar ··,. t merican tuden · in ·. ,ntainebl~ au Ulf · a.tel. comp . er 
r,. avched h r th ougl two rou e f • e Thom. on~ n1 _ n journ . -. ed to ranee t · join 
her s:tudfu1 1 ,. y: ld.~ I 1g the iv 11-know I rope a.b. ut the UB . urn•. 1 nge + e· > and U. · impac on 
h . · hi . t . ,1 y ·. , ma 1 · tr,e 1 - 11 t • · e · tieth--centur ., An1 · ric an o • n .· .· rt mu · ic. Har • ard was 

an e pecially fertUe fe\eder .. chool, with a high per ,entage o its comp o i ion tu.dents 
s_udying in Fr. 1nce ,vith Boulan: ·,er und ·.r trhe John Kno · ],e Pai 1 .,e Tra · 1eling Fellowsh~p.35 

Mu.ch of Harvard's. tie to this ,e te\ n1ted · r -nch pedagogue solidified during : Walter 
Pi · . .ton>s long ten · re there as teacher of ,compo --itiion (1926- 960)) whe.n ·oulan,g~r 
became o:ne -r"·· arY•rd~s heroest a•·. the h' .·torian Howard Po 1·-.-.kha ·. expr,e ·sed i .. 

0th r y ung compo , rs, ho e er, ·ained ac , - t ·,oulanger -hde h · a in 
the U. . during s, vr .. 1 vis ts fr ,1 • 1 937 un td. the end of · · or 1d . _ ar IL · · hUe there, he 
g,a - -~ . tu re . and .· on cert • and ': he tra ·eled wid l ·~ Hut h _ · . abh: hed a home ba: -
in , an1bridge, where he taugt t at the Lnngy S. hool f Musk . Radcliffe ·. o leg , and 
Welle, ley College wo of the· e w · re v r. n1 n in titutio 11 . sugg,es 1n - that .nio m tter 
how grea_ Bou[ang•e~)s fame or ho . de, i i .e h r in1 ,act' on 1-Iarvard compos r _h _ 
was te·ma~e and. · arvard rernaD -ed the xdu . ~.ve province o· men.. . o when Boulanger 
fir . t lectur: d at ·Radcliffe during the prin,g me t .. r of 19 _ · 8" Piston confr .-· tedl ,gender 
restrictions by petit io [ng th • ·· ad.cliffe administra fion t · permi h 1' · studen to -tudy 
vdth h _ r. 7 The r . 1 ons,e ,vas sUi e, and the bre.a . w·th tradition \--Va . suffi,Jently 
mom nt ,ous to be r ported! in th _ · ew York Times. Thu m -rg d a 

4 Th.e uc:1- in G.mve J fusi Onlin . pr, . id a p im· ! runpi. . The . li , L · ard as -lud - · g ,. 'th 
Bodanger .at Longy ( h. J - . 't v · dack . Kubik d.oi ,g o at Harvard (arti l b A · ~d · . Coch a 1.) 

and Shaper ,, · t Jongy (arti . I by· 1m .ard Polfa k) 0 ~a· j the ... e , . 'th th - a ti . [ _ about: p'1 ,. n foca n 

app ar ·;o -wher in the U. ·. ·hey r· :rked ,~ ith , uli:'tng r ( p·~ article by R b :rt Pol] k). he informati n 
for · ard . nd Shap . i . p -ar t y co rect. That or Kubik i n t (but i di u d later in thi article). 

e . ed Jul 20 - 2006.) As fo · pie--S,. his biograph . on th-e w•eh ite of Th, Juilliar<l 
· ch ·· .. _ .tate t a, ~e tudied with Boufang rat Longy (hnp:1/'hr:wwijulli , "d.edu/asp/rsn ,._.•}fa -uhy_detail .. 
phpffaculty .Id=H &SchoO:J~coUeg · Di i ion=Mu ic aoc ·. ed J,.d 20~ 2006). 

35, In fa t, · · many Han ard compo. -. r · -id o that A' tl u B . r.g r decfa ther. wa . a trad.iti, n~• 

. -f u · i ng d at fellow h.ip to : o to Fr ( nee nd l'\l'ork -~ · Uh B cmlanger ( Jan, Copp ck a d Arthur B. rgr 'r, "'A 
· ·. rr e ' ation · ith Arthur Berge[~ P rspe tive if t el usic 17/ ( 97 ) i 52)1• 

36 HOl,ro,rd P · llack, Harv rd · ,ompo · . : Wait r Pisto-,, ,and hi tudents1 from u-ot · . · -arte.r to 
Fr deri Rz wski (Me u h 11~ · .J.: · carecro, r Press. 1992), 432. 

37 · olic · o Boula g,e 's appoi11tm nts at Raddiffe a , p ar _d in hi cw iork 1ime:s. irst th r, 
w -an, announoe ent t at she 1. 1ould be a isi ing .I tuJ r· t R d liffi du. -jug the s,p ing me.ster· of 1938 

("B.oulang. r · o Return .' May 16 1937) . th n th t h. w.a ' . gi a er.i,es. of 1~t n extra- . n .icular I tu r . for 

54 · .. ,olden Mu e; The· Loeb Mu· i Library iat 50 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. New Series Volume 18,
Number 1-2 (Spring-Summer 2007), 

pi ce of th _ "'womanl · -hi -_-torys~ tha hi " orian a rel atcher Ulr ",ch ha.s dubbed '~a 
J _ ar a. d peciality;~1 

~I the Classroom and 1,.n. the Campus: ._. Radcliff-_ P rmit,-Harvard ·-. en to Join 
Mu ·. c . ours e G · -en ·by · - He. . ou , -g, -rt read the 1im,es headline~ and the art~cl _ sta t1 · d 
tha1 1 ng ~- rvard ,y » ta u,gh t b,. 'la -ad li · in .:tructo.r" re pres .-n.ted a r ·ver _ al 
:,f he u ual sytem und r - hie · Radcliffe gid a1 _ in tru ted by the Harvard fa ·ulty~n 
----hen .Radcliffe .Pre id -n Ada loui -e ---·, -ln · t -ck ,_ ubrnitt•-d her .1 9,37-38 •1 - ·ual · p , 
he n · ted t •e "] n nova tion.' r1 presentedl b. adn1 iu ing "p· =op erl -qual"" ·1,ed I ,rvard 

students> to study with Bou]anger at Radc]"tfe Thi was fr. e yeax before Harvard and 
R 11dcU.ffe student -beg_: n ~haring Ja >,es and ten years before th --first woman becaine 
a full profe: .. or at ·Har -a d.. • 

Thu.--). ·,oulanger': __ acce -- -Harvard , -tude .t -: -a - r,emar I abl ---or itt --da . Sh taught 
at Rad Ii --~ again dluring the · .Pring _--me~ ter of 939. Thi . --_ ant tha I th, com po er 
Irving , Fin -_ studied w 1th he,r at Radcliffi , n -,t Har - rd; . the -ame mu -t ,~ l -o h:av -been 
the case with •- ail Kubilt 4 -_ ·. · 1 t were the det,ml -of noulan -,er>_,. Radcliffe appoint m -·n t 
and who -_ l --- stud i · d the,re with her? That" a tale waitin ° to be reoon tructed. 

, . ome Harvard , tud nts ,, sue _-as l 1rold. hap ro and ohn · es arct wo ked with 
· · ulang r _ .t th Lon_ ,-y Sc.ho ol of · us1 . _•-h _ taught ther--e whUe· ].ectu. , lng t Radclifti · _ 
and in 1. 140 he i.gn - a three-ye- con trn, ._ t \-vith Longy r, _turning £or a fi 1a] s, -n1e -ier 
in the -fa]l of 1945 -u . anwh~le, ongy wa unde ~oing a hift in its 011.ne -J 1 1S ith 
Har: ard. Radcliff and Lon ', had enjoyed r1.- ip:ro .ity fot ome ti I e, making lt p ibl -

r ,gi tered students at R ~ddifti Co.I _ ce"' during the pring s m. ster of 1939 C ·-ote ,f , . ·11 i ian ... Jan a ry 
5 19 9)_ 

··ut 1 Thatcher . Jrkh ~lntroduct· ·on: R , riting H ·rwrds History,' in Ya ·ds and ---at -: G · 1d r 
,n Her 1rd nd Rad liffe 1--li-stor •1 f;;d. Ulr" ( ~· - l-"c Macmillan, 2.004}, 3 . 

.Bouh: n to l t a. 1' - _ - _ · • · 'E-a. ]y and Mod. rn Musi - A 

C n parati've --·rud~ ,,. ( 1 ·um . -Barna:rd, -ew York Tim · · D -_ emb · · 2 1 37 ). 

40 Ad Lou i. · , . m . k~ ~Pr-esid nt' Rep -· t O.ffi ial Reg1sler of Radcliffe Col.'lege: Reports of Offi ers 
1 37-38, VoJu 1 IV I C an1b-idg , M : Publi hcd by th CoUege·-1939) 6. Th.is is a •.aifobfo on line: lttt :1/hul. 
ha eva . .edu/huar /, [ i / 

4t R haring las e : · ] ·ichi p . R fir t l'\10m o ap1 oi.rn d: J n K wJe ; Rad ·tre Ard i - t. 
Sch[, -inger Ubraryi em,niil. to - uthor. J ly 21, 2006. 

4:2. Fine's "~ ife - en a _ tatoo. thal «Boulange,r cm1 I -n't teach t H rvard because· she was .a woman) o, 

al th, Harv.aird boys had to go t,o l addiffi to tafke ,composition v.ith her. Thats 11 here -rvi:ng met he? (ai 

qu 't . d in Ra: _ lr11i.ng Fh1e 18 ). And ]_ ain -pecul ting 't at Kubik mw 1 hav worked -'1ith he·r . t Radcliffe 
to , (n tat Har ar4 a i · .ated ilt Grove M~ ic O"lim? , p. _ 'f.). 

43 Boulanger' - hreea· Ira-t , _ ith Long, wa - announced in N . e of Mu i _ .-an H - · ai , d 
-_. ld:~ w York Times- Ju:ne .-~ 940. Roy RudoJph, lib · rian at th ,· Longy School , , ,f · · 1 1c h . kin 

p.r•ovid d fo-r . -ati -n about tl.r dat~s of he1 emp '} 1 nt there (, mail to author, Jufy· 12 2006,). ee aJso 1 ean 

?vi B, . Kno I ngy School .of.Mrisic: The Firs1 75 Years ( atertm· · 1 M_ : Vdndfl.o,.,..., rJ 1991 47-48). 
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6 · a studen I to -='corr, late her acad.emic work i th mu ic instru ·· tion 44 , , a -. a.rd 
nter ,ed the mix in 1942 .~ thu · open ··ng another avenue ti r • tude•i, t t,o gain access ~o 
.,oulang r.-1> From what I have disco er, d s, fin) t i .. need or giving mal. stud nts 

ace ss to Boulanger migl·, t l'v1eU .ha~ e Ju111p-startedl the arvard · · usic . , partm nfs. 
outreach to n . 1ghbor ing m tituUons~ 

During this same stre . h of ·Ume, B-,ulanger . aul ed ·he barrier facing w, ,me·, 
c.·ndluct, . in the Uni ed Stat · . ln F b u - y 938 she became the firct w ,m ,· to 
- nduct t i' e ;,o-> ,n Symphony Oreb s~ra, and o e year Ia·er she· re r hed . ·,e sa . e 
r11de tone-\fl h th · York Philharm I c. Her biogr- phe·r Leonie Ro ens. · el has 

1 • ored that B omang •r played. down these .: ender advances,. ,vhether achiev d in th · 
classroom or on -~he 46 · nd the BSO Ar,c.hiv has docu1 ented i ,hat · • ry 
t ·· nd. .ncy= <m.Du ing a .re ·earsal for h r debut with th .- . SO> Bou anger sco]d·. d th·_ all-
male ,orchestra £or their ·11atteni'i. •. ne . s, and lack~u t r playing. le .· · h th r · h felt 
an , appr , _hen . ·ii n abou be ng the fir oman t c · nduct the .so> oulang r .replied: 
"Wh ··n I am n1akl · g my job 1 do not con . ~.d _r th_ t I am ·. woman. I was born , o and 
it doe_. not a t1 ni· h me: 47 ith .Boul·1ng,_, .,s .appearance befor1e the Philharmon1c,. 
the· · .. ew York T:imes didn t pay much attentr. n to her femaleness, ither, compl,etdy 
ignoring it 1 ll a revi,ew I ha • •. as. oth . rnrrn e a total rave. ' Hoi ironic that 'the Times · elt 
th · Radc~iffi rulin,g deserved co . eraae but mad _ no men 1io 1. of the cone• =f. hi .toric 
significanc," 1,1 

ins.um, th n). 1 :oulan,gee ta·. re as a mu ician-and a re ch one a th t-put 
b · .r in a p si ti _ · · o chaUen: e e trench · d g . nder biase· both at · , 1 a . ard-Radcliffe and 
wit ,;,·. m .rican orchestras. 

Th· is. not the pfau:e for a lengthy di · cu .s.1 on of . ny ofthe topic ra! .· ed hen?, Nt.hich 
range from .Bouffl nge·l role in teaching a .1na or clrut r of · mld-c ntury A1ne· .. can 
n · c as iasts to her re mar~ able p osi ion run the int . gration o · Rad. r · e and Harvard ... 
Rath.er, I offer th, ·mas reminder;:. o ho, · r,e-curring enconnt _ ,.~. with p .·1 1 ary sourc, .· 

44 .. Of •·. us.ic · ch.ools and Coursest .i\li w York Titt ,U,'i:S1 · • pt n1b r n 19,3,8 ... 

4; lliot Forb · chro -· ded thls collaboration N"ith Longy and de cribed · · elf 1s ·th.e ~ben.efidarf~ 

of an \u ·. ngement \ -ltidt made it possible for him t , · • \ r · - in· ng r m · adia Bou]anger·~· at Longy ( · n 
F. ·be • A Ht.story of Ma~· ic at Harm ,,d to J • 72 ( [ .· · _ , ·b id e MA]:: D. _ art men:t of Mu · · Ha . ard 1 • niver ityi 
1988) ll02). 

46 ~on·e RoserutieJ~ Nadia B'oulanger~ A Lifi · in Musi, ( ·. ,iv · ·O k: · . . W. Norton, 1,9,82), 303-4. 

47 Caption fur an exhibit ch rm icling the B · 0, hi t · r ·1 a conveyed to n1 by Bridg . t Car ··~ · re "iyi_s, 

for th, · Boston ,y.tnphony Orch · t . 1 · man~ Jul 1006, 

48 Re .. ew York Times; ·. ·• ·. [ · · o l traus] 1 . adia B ,ulang .r · - Brilli nt Debut: App . am: a 
·. nductor, Piani t' , · ·r ·· an··t · nd ·. horal Director at PhUharm ,nic on er D ·. ew Yo, ·k Tim · · .bruary Jl~ 

39. 

49 ·th :r ·. ,e~. York pap rs . ho ever> made much of the landnia k status of11he con er (Ro n· tiel 
.ibid). 
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c n propel a -.c~ ·o]ar int _ tim ,e travel, maki · -git po -ible to - -it the pa t in~ rm -d v 1th 
e _ ol .. -" 11g perspecti --es _ -hap•-d by an ever-s - · fting present. Ma jo1 re ,arch coUections, 
like· those of the Eda Kuhn Loeb Mus c L'b ary, offer the t ol , o freshl _ oncep ·ual~ze 
cor," hi t,oric.aJ is ues, encouraging an ongoing d.iJalo. ue, with the people 1' d event that 
make up ou · cul i ura] h r.i tag:e. 
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A portion of the I odrigue& . hilipp . · du . t fr · m the first t:diti.on o. ·v;. rdi . Don Carlos (Pari L. 
cud·ier;. · 86-] Loeb us··c Llbrar . · .. · erritt Roon~ Mus 8571.698. Th com o . r liminated thi . 

mu i fr •m 1 ·te w · i, n ., the .,pent 
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Contributo 1rs 

.· ·. il]iam. Bar. i~ a Ph.D1• candidate in Ethno:music.olo: .. , :Har .. ard University. 

Jane A. Bern •te 1 · Jl. the Au tin Fletcher Pro: e ··•.or of Mus.i.c Tuft.· Unive ·.ity. 

1 aul 1Corneilson 1· t e !vl. ,g,ing di t r of Carl Philipp · manuel B'tich: The 
1 • ompl' te Works. 

M" chacl Scott : uthber P . .. 06 is c I rently V I if ii g A is a t ro e o of Mu · T,c, 
·. assachusetts Institute of Tee·. nology. 

V1 -g·•nia 
Library;. H · r 

th · Richard F. rench Libta1 i:an], da Kuhn L · eb .·· ·u ic 

Robert J~ Dennis 1s 1Curator of Recordlng< 1 .· ollections at the , da Kuhn Loeb · usic 
· ibrary~ . a , . ard U · ive · · ity. 

p· 1 ilip ·._ , . s," u is. th .· R ,b rt W. R n, ker Di tingt: · hed Service Prof es or, 
.D1ep .. rtm nt of Mu• ic an.d the · ·. o.ll .·g ·, niver ity of . · hicago. 

Mary K .. Hunter i · the A. LeRo · Greason Pro· ,essor of Music at Bowdoin Goll.ege. 

Sara J,obin A.B~ )912 · · a fr, ·elanc. co, ·,poser Lr · .. ·· an F1anci ·co ,t h ·1 ·e · he ha . 0ecenU .. 
,co,· ducted performanc.e-·· of To·. ca The Flying .DutchmanJ and .· orma at the San 
Francisc I Opera. 

-· • 1 rton B. Knafel Proti . or of Mu · and .Harvar CoUege· 
Profess or> Harvard! U · 1 • ver::· ity. 

Lo,cVell Lindgren Ph. , . >72 is rofe. · sor of . · 1 usic, Ma · sachu etts n . U.tu te of 
Technology; 

harle · 
.. 'nivers. · ty~ 

M• ier i · the Lev_ r tt S. · I .1 , n . tall Pr _ fe. r . .f Hi.·tory~ Ha-va-rd 

L ·n ing . ·. cLoskey i · ·· ·s .istant Profe ·: .· ,r F O· t Schoo l ,r f .Mu ic., Univ~.' ·ity of 
Mianlli 
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Robe~t Meal A.B. ~8.5 direct • · he · ar -a-d Baroque Cham r Orches 1 : ,. and 
. 1 v · .. · a· advL r to th Harva1 d . a ly .Mu 1,, ·,ociety; h _ a] .,o 1-naintain a bu y ca1 ee 

pe forming record~ng, and! tour·ng - · h di fn .uished ._ arl. mu ic en embles both 
h ·re and abroad. 

Honey .··.· ,coni Ph.D. ,8,6, i D~rect. r Susan B~ Anthony In .titute fi 1r Gend,r 
and W m,nl · tudi _ J Profi .·- r , f . u icJ · .· U g u 1c : . part n• ·nt; Prfe ·. · 
_ L icolo0y, E · tman School of : u ic; University of Roch st r. 

C . . rol 0') 1a i ·• the Wilham Powell ·_. a . on Professor of Music Har . ard Uni .·, rs1ty. 

J',e ·se Rodi '· -. h+ - )07 is A sistant Pro e · ·or of .· 1sic~ :· tanford · n · • rs·•, .. 

Sandra P~ Ro~enblum is the . hair . merita. ofth ~ D _partm ,~nt of P . rforn1ing Art ·i 

Conca.rd cad m . 

• e - . Schreffler Ph~ 1~ 
189 i . - the ame ·. Ed, ard Dotson Prof e - . -or of Music> 

Harvard -.· nl er , ty+ 

Da id Sc.hu.le.nb-c·rg A.B. )76 l :Profe .-,r of Music and -· hair I f the . U >l 

·oep.a r· ment, V\lag n r . o] [, · g · . 

Kay . . _.-· uf 1an S elemay · the . . Gord: n V\a ts Profe . or o . lus"c and Profe . o 
o~ African Ame ··can · tudies arvardl ·.· 

·_ regory Smith Pb.:D. ]83 is P'roi s -or , -f · 1 u 1c 
· ngland. · ,n -ervat rJ if Mu L .. 

andl Mu ·. ology~ · ·_ ·w 

· hri oph \folff i the Ad m . Universi . Pr e · or and the .· .. ura ,r .. he I. ham 
M,: moria~ L]braryJ Hai vard ·u nivers ~ty. 
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