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Preface 

Believing that it would be of general interest to users of the Harvard 
incunabula catalogue as well as a work of piety to the memory of the scores 

of Harvard graduates and friends whose gifts of books and money over many 
generations have contributed to the building up of the incunabula collection in 
the Harvard University Library, I have tried to provide an account of the 
circumstances surrounding some of the more extensive of those gifts or purchases 
and of the personalities of some of the donors who have established funds that 
have made those acquisitions possible. The collections have been described in 
roughly the order of their reception, the funds in the order of their establishment. 
Obviously, not every collection or donor could be thus singled out, but I hope 
that the brief histories included here will give an idea of some of what lies behind 
the development of a great library. In Harvard's case it has been very much a 
cooperative undertaking. It is the rare university administration, however 
wealthy the institution may be and however much it may assert the idea of the 
library being its heart, that can channel to its library more financial support than 
is necessary for its essential upkeep. It is gifts of books and of funds for the 
purchase of books that are what enable a library to go beyond the level of bare 
subsistence and develop a research potential that will draw scholars to it from 
all over the world as well as to provide access to its riches for those in its 
immediate neighborhood, the faculty and students of the university it serves. 
That the Harvard University Library has been able to do that so 
signally is due to the loyalty of its alumni and friends, the far-sightedness of its 
administrators, the support and involvement of faculty members in its long-range 
planning, and the professionalism of its staff. I have tried to make this clear in 
what follows, and I hope that I have been able, at least in part, to show how 
much the present officers and staff owe to their predecessors in all these respects. 
Comparatively few of the individuals treated in this brief history, after graduating 
from Harvard, went on to academic positions in later life. Many of them became 
business and professional men, doctors and lawyers, manufacturers, some went 
into politics, some into the church. But all of them had in common a loyalty and 
devotion to their alma mater, a willingness to contribute their substance in 
furthering her welfare, and an understanding of the importance of her library for 
the future of education in the United States. Their combined efforts have been 
decisive in making the Harvard Library the great institution it is today. 

In finishing the final volume of the incunabula catalogue my thanks are due 
to Harley P. Holden, Curator of the Harvard University Archives, and his 
highly-trained staff-Patrice Donoghue, Virginia Smyers, Danielle Green, and 
Brian Sullivan-all of whom have been helpful in mining the rich lodes of 
records in their care and finding for me the material that has enabled me to write 
the historical section that follows. That material has rarely been found lying on 
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the surface and ready to hand but has often required considerable digging to be 
brought to light. I am grateful to the Archives staff for their long-continued 
efforts and to Mr. Holden for permission to quote from the records under his 
care. I also join the editor of the Harvard Library Bulletin in thanking the staff 
of the Archives, especially Brian Sullivan, for their assistance in assembling the 
photographs used here. 

I am also grateful to the publisher of the catalogue for permission to publish this 
history of the collection in the Harvard Library Bulletin. One section, on the Riant 
Collection, is not here reprinted, because it had earlier, with permission of the 
publisher, appeared in the Bulletin, NS6 (Spring 1995). Although this work stands 
on its own, those who wish greater detail may, of course, consult the entries in 
the published catalogue for the individual items cited herein. The provenance 
index of the catalogue will also make it possible to obtain more complete infor-
mation about gifts. 

I extend my best thanks to my colleagues W. H. Bond, Librarian Emeritus of 
the Houghton Library, Roger E. Stoddard, Curator of Rare Books in the 
Harvard College Library, and Kenneth E. Carpenter, Assistant Director for 
Research Resources in the University Library and the Harvard College Library, 
all of whom have read this history and made valuable suggestions, from which I 
have profited greatly. 

In closing, perhaps I may be permitted a personal word. I find it fitting that 
the final volume of the catalogue, the most extensive publication of my career, 
appeared in the year marking the fiftieth anniversary of my beginning work at 
the Houghton Library. It was in 1947, when I was in my late twenties, that 
William A. Jackson, Houghton's Librarian, and William H. McCarthy, head of 
the Catalogue Department, took me on as a neophyte cataloguer and began the 
long process of my education in the intricacies of the rare book world. It is a 
process not yet completed, as I am sure all those who work with books, rare or 
otherwise, will understand, for those who work with books are privileged to 
maintain a lifelong learning process that does not end with the granting of a 
degree or the finishing of a course. My own education from the many thousands 
of books I have handled has been a continuing pleasure, and my gratitude to the 
successive library administrations I have been fortunate to be a part of and to 
serve for half a century and that have been willing to support my work, even past 
official retirement and at a time when older methods of cataloguing are being 
replaced, is deeply felt. 


	4703986
	4703988
	4703990
	4703992
	4703994
	4703996
	4703998
	4704000
	4704002
	4704004
	4704006
	4704008
	4704010
	4704012
	4704014
	4704016
	4704018
	4704020
	4704022
	4704024
	4704026
	4704028
	4704030
	4704032
	4704034
	4704036
	4704038
	4704040
	4704042
	4704044
	4704046
	4704048
	4704050
	4704052
	4704054
	4704056
	4704058
	4704060
	4704062
	4704064
	4704066
	4704068
	4704070
	4704072
	4704074
	4704076
	4704078
	4704080
	4704082
	4704084
	4704086
	4704088
	4704090
	4704092
	4704094
	4704096
	4704098
	4704100
	4704102
	4704104
	4704106
	4704108
	4704110
	4704112
	4704114
	4704116
	4704118
	4704120
	4704122
	4704124
	4704126
	4704128
	4704130
	4704132
	4704134
	4704136
	4704138
	4704140
	4704142
	4704144

