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Spa11isl1 Propaga11da Pri11ted j11 Vc11ice: 
Tv-lo Dialogues by A]fo11s0 de Valdes 

Denn is E. RhCJdcs cHJd Ja1ne.s E. l11a !sh 

The fir~t q uartcr of the si:-,.:tccnth century ,vas a tin1c of strngglc Lcn\·cc-n Spain 
and France for ~uprcn1acy in \Vcstcrn Europe, and p:irticularly in strif~-torn ltaly. 
Clashes bcnvc-cn the forc~:s of the t\vo cb icf cqntc-nJer.i.;-in that struggle, F.111p~ror 
Charles \' and Francis I, king of f'r(lncc, \\-ere frc-qucnl, and the n1ain battlegrounds 
'\'Crc the city-srntcs of nonhcrn Italy. Pop~ Leo X, n1orc concerned ,vjth the 
cc1nporal inh:rc.sts Hf the papacy and of his O\vn fo.miiy tlrnn \\'1th the good of 
Europe and rcliglon~ \\'as at 6 rst indi ncd to support Francis. \ Vhcn he rcal1zcd that 
francis \\'as unab!c to get credit fro1n the great bankcr.s and lacked [u nd~ to finance 
a srrong arn~ y, Leo conchukd a secret alliance ,\·ith_ Charles in j\,la_y 15 21 and 
backed h1 n1 in the seizure of J\1 ibn the foHO\\·ing N ove1nhcr. Less thnn t\\.'O ,\'eeks 
later Leo died. 1-l is successor, Adrian \ 71, \\4L..; :in un,vorldly n,an un intcr~sr-cd in 
politics, ,vho reigned lcs~ th:.u1 hvo ye.a rs. llccau sc Charle.~ hild helped influence 
the election ot the next pope, C:l c-1ncnt \ 1Jl i in 152 3, his side ,~·as .~trl'ngthened for 
a \\·hilc by (]cmenl \ allegiance. But aflcr Charles had rn lcn Fr::tnds capli\'e fo)-
]owing the French siege of P;1via in 152 5., al I of Europe, including Cle1ncnt, hcgan 
to be alarnu~d at the gro,\'ing po\\'C-r nf the cn1pcror. Clcnlcnt allied himself \\'1th 
Char]cs's cncn1i~s in the coalition kno,rn as the League of Cognaci or 1-loly League. 
Rcah1.ing that \\'ithout Clcn1ent his hopes for the subj uga1 ion of I nily \\'ould con1~ 
to nDlhir1g1 Charles aftcmptcd to \\'in h in1 back by diplon1alic mtans~ and, \l'hcn 
those fai lcdt by a sho,1,.· of force. Upon the entry of fi\·c or six thousand troops into 
Rom~ in Scptc1nbcr 1526, Clemen1 agreed to rclurn to Charle~/s fold. As soon as 
the troops ,,·ithdrc\,·, ho\\'c\·cr, C!e1ncnt pron1ptJy d isa\·o,vcd his turnaruund and 
once again bcga n plotting ~gainst the Clnpc-ror. Ch;1rlcs thereupon decided thrn 
son1ethi ng stronger \Vas called [or :1nd :iskcd his brother, the ,4..rchdu kc Ferdinand 
of Austria, to send a Gern1rtn arn1y under the L11thcn1n Georg frun<lsherg into 
lta:I y. By the ti1nc l 11 is force reached Pjaccnza it had hren ioincd Lly Spanish and 
Italian \'ol untecrs~ h nu1nbcrc-d more than nvent}' tho us and un its slow rnarch 
to\\'ard Ronle. \Vhcthr.r Chark.s intended anything 1norc than j dispt'ly of strength 
to frighten Ckn1cnt into :Submission ,\'ill probably rlL'\'Cr Le kno\vn, but th~ army 
thus set in mntion soon got out of ~onlrol, and the cnsu ing c\'cnts ~nc known :1s the 
Sack of l{o1nc. Cha.rle.s reali1.cd th~t he had to cJefcnd hin1sclf againsl the uni\·crsal 
horror and condc1n11:Hion \\·i L h \\'hit~h TIC\\'S of t11c pillaging of the I-1oly CiL y \\'as: 
mer. I-le dcddcd on \vhat ,,·c ,,-ould now call a public-relations calnpaign. 

In 1526 (~h:1dcs had appointed .~lfonso de \ 1aldc-s hi~ Latin secretary, a po~t i11 
,d1ich the incun1bcnt ,va:s responsible for dra\,·ing up official docun1r-nts in ,hat 
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The init1nl I . .'~ ~1 hnn.\ :dl idcnticril, are, f ron1 h:ft lo righl, fron1 \ 1~ildcs, !Ji a logo 
(itcn1 Ia); Ilrunctto L:llini, /I te.,oro (\ 1-c-nicc-, (~10\'anni Antonio dci I\" icolini da 
Sabbio and brothers, 15 2 8); nnd 1-f cnricus de I-lcrph I Specchio t!c!la pr,jcJ timJC 

hummta (\lenicc, Niccolo d' A ristotile, dett() Zoppino~ 1529). l~hc-same initial L 
also appc;.irs in \laldcs, Diafogo (itcn1 [ 1ft). 
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1\ bo\'c-, from left to right, arc an 1nil ial L fron1 \ 1\1 ldc-s, Dia/ago {itc111 I Ila); an 
initi:1 l C frol11 G LO\'Unnl \ 1i llnni, Cro11kb,· (Venice, Bartolomn1eo Z3 rn . .!lt•~ 15 3 7); 
and an inirfal I I fro1n Giro1arno l7racastori, lfonwccntrica {\lcnicc, Bartolo111mc:o 

Zr.nctti, 15 JR). All .:-1rc dc.1rl y from the .~:~me al pha!.n~L 
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l:lngu:igc. 1 One of \laklcs"s first duties \t'ftS to \\Tire somef hi ng for Chade-s to send 
to the Chri~ti:1n princes of Europe th:.H \\'Ould exonerate bin1 and place Lh-= bbn1e 
for the Sack or Ro1nc on Clcn1c1n. Va~dcs did this in the fnrn1 of :1 dia loguc, Diaf(.Jgo 
eu quc p,trl icultrrmcuh' .re tratan Iris costis actn·cidtti tu Ro1Jrn ti 0110 de .il-lD...\~Y\l/ J. 1 n it he 
bbnu:::s the catnsnophc on the sins :-. nd vcnnllty of 1lon1c irscl fl and p~nicularl r the 
p:ipn.l ,:nl1rt. A n{)t l1er d1 :llog11c snon follo\\'ed, Dit'ilogo de J\!t~rc1,ri(J )' C(lron. Jt ,v:1s 
for Jong ~1ltrHn1ted to Juan de \'aldcs, IJur its authorship by J\lfonso js no\\.' generally 
ricccpted .1 In ir the fcrryrrrnn of thl' underworld bla1nes the corrupt stnte of the 
Ro1nan church and tbc pcrfid y of francis ] for the c-n1pcror1s polit1cal aclions and 
concludes that the real cnen1ic.is to peace in Europe re Frn ncis: I nnd J ·Ienry \'' 111. 
N dchcr d1~llogue i~ dated, Ina the-re scc1n~ no reason 10 douht that 1hc fo-.'-it "'J~ ... 
con1poscd in 15 2 7, nor long after the c\·rnts it describes, and thrit the srcond ,vas 
,1i.-rinen son1et1me after 24 June 15 2 81 the date of a letter fr01n Chad cs to Francis 
that is included in the \\'ork. 

in . the si xu .. -cntb ccntu ry both dialog11cs \\'Crl' printt.:<l together in the original 
Spaui.l:jh at icasl fl\.'e t in1cs I the scconrl al \vays preceding the first in the Yolume. -~ Of 
these fi,·e edition."., thl' I hit isb J .. ii lrary ~tnd f he I-lougbton I .,ihrnry h=t\'-= h~t "·ecn 
thcrn l hrec. All can be assigned to \,.encrfan printers on the bn~ds of ckcor~thrc 
,,·oodblock initinls, although there rernains doubt .n~ to \,·hich <if t\,·o presses ''-·as 
re5ponsihlc for those ,~ ·c dcsign~uc as editions [ and 1 L l'hc rci:lson for these anti-
papal dialogues having been printed J fl ·vcnicc rather than Jn Spain 1.s not hard to 
find. \ \-'ork~ cr1ticnl of church ~nd p,;p;1cy stnn<l lit tic th4'nce of ge[ ting into print 
in Spain, for press cc-nsot·ship ,~·as much ff\OIT rigicHy enforced lhC"re than il cou lcl 
be in large printing center I ike \'t::nicc, \\·here the \"ol umc of out put ,n1s enormous. 
, \~ kno\,·, too, th~t it ·was not unusual for so1Bc \ 1cneti an printers to print books in 
Sprinish. 

~rhc bibliographical de~Triptions of the three cdit1ons arc as f ollo,rs: 

Ia: I)] a logo de i\1crcurio y I Caron: en q uc allcndc de rnuchas I cosa~ 
graciosa!"i" y de lnn:na do I ct rina: se cul:'ntH lo q ha acne I sci do c-n la 
gucrra dcsdcl I ai10 de n11 !I y Quj njcn I tos y \'cynte y \'no I ha~rn los 

J E11cidope1lin u n hx rsn/ i ltw rad a tH mprorm,u:rfrtrm, (Bil o:to ! 19 2 9), LX V I, 5 00. , ·al d~s was 
the brother of I he 1rnH.:h lic::ner k110\V1l Sp~mish rcforn1t'r Juan de Vi1ldes. He WilS uo::-n m 
Cucnt.::i, ;!IJOul 1490 iind died of th(: plague at Vienna in 15 3 l. Jt11[1 a11d Alfun~o han~ been 
mist:1ken]~· dcscrcLcd ns t\,·ins {17.d\,·ard nochm~r 1 Li,;e; rf ,bt ·10.•i11 flrothus J11au oud Alfon.stJ 
tic Firldtr (London 1 18 8 2 ; 2 ppcn d cd 10 J LI an de \''1-[des , C,m1mf 111 m"._}' 11prm I ht.• G ospd rf St. 
tl1at1hrw)t but J 11:1n l\-a:i;: not l •or-n ti nl r1 1498. Hl· dic(l in ;'.faplc-s in. 1541. 1\ lf onso w~s a 
hu nrn.nis1 much under tb~ inAuencc of Erasmus. Little- i~ kno·wn of his early life, bu~ it i~ 
not unlikcl ,. that be studkd at the Unh·etsit r of A kn hi, i1 c-.:-,ncr uf E.rnsmian.humanism. ln ... 
l 5 20 he was ~t tbc of Ch:1rlcs V :it Aix-b-Clrnpdk. 

2 l\'l. Ilatail!on, '\I\ lon:so d(" \'i1lde~1 auH;-11r du LIJii1logo de ;...-lc-rcurio y C:1ron1)! in Home1uijr 
[,frrcidr, a ..\Jrnf11dez PidtJ! (,\ bdr1d, 192.'i), 11 

3 ·r1w-se have been lie.scribed Ly f..dward Boehme1· in his fJiNiotht.:a H}ffrnkma. Sp:mi.ch 
HifonllcTs of Two Cr1unrfr.1,•fl·om 1520 (Strassburg r1nJ J ,011(lon, l S74L pp. 101-105. 

4 F_-,,,::1mplcs .ire the-l\Ticolini d:~ SHbuio c;ditions of A madis Jr Gau/a, l 533 and Primo/em,, 
15 34. 
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dcsafios I delos Reyes I de Fn1nt:i~1 ( ynglau.:1rra I lu.:c}rn~ al E.u,pcra I dor 
en d ~no clc I i\·I l) xxiij. I []caf ornarncnt] 
8°. A-!\·P-1. 96 leaves, the bst blank. 30 or 31 lines-to a page. Ro111an 
cypc 1 1nc:1suri ng 8 2 rnn1. fort ,venty lines. The Lille is ~ct in gothic, the-
first line in a largc:r font lhan the rest. ,\bodcut initin I Lon 2r~ sho\,·i ng 
a niants profile; snrnllcr \\'Oodcut initial .i\·1 on 3T, cnu.1dy cut; woodcut 
initi~ I j\L fron1 th~ alphabet as the L, on 57r. 
] h: ])ialogo : en quc particu = I formente s~ trat~n : bs cosa.s :ica I c-cidas 
en Hon1a : d ano clc I i\·1.1). X x·v1 I. I 1\.gloria de Dios y bkn vni- I ucrsrd 
de la Rcpublica I Christiana. 
8°. n-c8 "! f ..i • 44 le ~wes. 3 1 1 in cs of the sa n H: rourn n Ly pc to a pa gc. l~h c 
first I inc of thl' title is in gothic, the rcsl in ronliUl. :-,..Jo "'ootkut in itia 1 s. 
Bnclnncr 5 8. Copr in 1-foughton. 

l'he s:1n1c initial L of this edition is found on foL S9r of Brunetto Latini, 
II usoro~ prjnced by Gion1nni Antonin dd Nico!ini da Sahbio and broth .. 
ers m Venice Hncl cornpk:ttd on 20 ~·lay 15 2 8; and on fol. 5 Ir of 1-Ienricus 
de I-ll.°rph, Specchio drlla p~,felliour hun1(1nai printe<l l)y l\1iccolt) d)Aristotile, 
de Ho Zoppino, rit \len1ce in 1529j the ;Sarne initial ~l, \'t'ith exact I y the 
sarnc sm,dl break in the knrcr right-hand corner of the frn rnr-line, is 
aho fcn~nJ on fol. 36-v of Ludovicus Folianus, klusica thcorica, printed 
by lhc :_\Jicolini da Sabbio brotherst \ 1enice, July l 5 29. 1t is clear char 
these t\\'U prjnting ~sLabli.(jhrnent:s shared their dccorati\·e initials, but 
\1i.'ll ich \\'as the horro\\'Cr and '"hich the l~nd~r it i."i irnpossihlc to say. 
I la: I Jialogo de :vtcrcurio y I C'1ron : en que allendt: <l~ nu1chas I cosas 
gracios3s y de lluen~ du- I cl rina : se c..:ucnta lo q ba acac-I sci do en la 
guerr~ de~dd I a.no de nlill y Quj nicnL I tos y \'cyntc y \'no I hast a los 
des:d,os I dclos Reyes-I de Frnnci~ "c Y ngl~terra I hechns a] F.n,pcra, dor 
en cl atio de I i\·1 ]Jxxiij. [ [lt:rif orn:1n1cnt} 
8-c. A~iP\·l 8. 96 lea\1..'.S, the last t \\'O blank. l 3 lines: to a page. Gothic type, 
n1easur1 ng 7 4 nHn. for n, "Cnty I ine~; t\\·o larger got hie t ypcs usc-d in the 
c i c le. \ \ oodc u t in it i rd L on 2 r :1 nd Jvl on 3 r 8 nd 5 7 r, each s-ho\,· i ng a 
n1an]s profile, lhc .satnc as those in edition I abol'e. 
11b: J)i~ logo : en que particu = ! larmcntc sc tnHan : fos c:osas aca I 
ecidas en Ron1a : cl afio de I J\'1, [). XX \Tl l. l A gloria de Dias y bicn 
\·ni- I ucrsnl dcla Repu blica I Christianil. I [lcnf ornan1ent] 
8°. a-e~\ r-i. 44 lca\'-cs, the I ast bh1n~,. As in tl1e prc\~ious dialogue! there 
arc 3 3 lines of th~ sHme gothic lcxt-typc to a page; but f\\·o differences 
arc that in this dialogue there are no woodc11t initiJ.ls, and lhaL on the 
Lille p:ig:c flvc of the scYen lines of the title arc-sec in :l ron1an type. 
Bochn1cr 5 7 T Copy in British Library. 
The s:HllC sratcn1ents c1 boln dec.:or;,i.t t\T inilials a ppl r to this edition a~ 
to edi rion l i1 hove-. 
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JI 1 a~ Dia logo de _i\--1crcurio y C:1-I ron: en 9uc alk·ndc-de rnuchn.s cos~s 
graciusas y de l.n1cna I doctrirHt .sc cucnta lo quc lrn. ~H::tcsc.:ido t'n hi 
gucrra I desdcl :nio de n1ill y Quj njcntos y ,·cyntc y I ,·no hast a los 
dc~nfio~ ddos Reyes de I fran'-.:i~1 f" Y nghiterrn hccho~ a 1 I E.mp.f.~r:1dor en 
el ;.u10 de I J\-1 Dxx\'i ij [s-;r}. I leaf ornarncnt] 
4 ° in 8, s. 1\-18., K 2 • 7 4 1 ca \'C sl th c I a st o lank. 3 3 or 3 4 1 in cs to a pa gc. 
Gothic: type, n1casuring 91 n1n1. for t\\·entr ! ines. The title is set in 
got hie, l he fi t·st line in a larger font than the rest. Ornatnc-ntal initi:1 ls 
L and j\·l (six lines of type high) on 2 r and 44\· respecth·dy; smaller 
initial J\1 (three lines oft ype high) on 2v. 
ll I b~ l)ialogo: eu quc particulanncntc sc tratan: las c:os:Hi I at::al:cidas ~n 
Ron1a: cl afio de I J\·1. 1). XX \·ij. I A glorin de Dlos y bicn vn tucrsal dcla 
I Repu 1) Ii -ci~ ch ri st i :~ n :t. 
4° in ff.,;;. a-c\ d rn. 34 le-arcs. 34 lines to a page. Tit le-set in the san1c 
got hie type as the text. Sn1all ornan1cncal initi.al V (three lines oft ypc 
hjgh) on 2Y. Boc-hnu~r ; 5. Copy in I-loughton. 
The decor~Hivc iniLial.s :ind the ]c:if fleur-on found in this ed tl ion of the 
dialogues arc likc,vi s-c found in Bartolon1111co Zanctti1s editions of Gio-
,~nn1 \ 1illani, Crm1itbe1 153i; Girolamo frac.nstoro, llm11occutricai 1538; 
and in v. 2 of his [ talinn Bible, 1540. 

l'hc dates of these three editions cannot be dctern1incd ,vith certainty. Giuseppe 
de Gennaro] in his edition of the Italian trn.n.i,Jations of the hvo d ialogucs, 5 suggests 
that the 11rsl Spanish cdilion probably did not appear before 15 32 i though th~ 
dhllogues h=id been circulating in n1~nuscript for son1c ti 111c Lefore: chat. l~hc-rc arc 
al ~o record . ..; of the d1:1loguc.!..; ha\'ing 11een ~ubmitted for c::en!-iorshi p in J\-l arch and 
Scptcn1bcr i 5 31 / though since the printers took care Jl()l to put thc-ir 1iarnc~ to 
their editions, it seems unlikely th::i.t the dirdogues ,verc passed Ly the censors. 

\\'e think, then, that on typogrj phical grounds the three editions can IJc assigned 
to the f ollo,\'i ng Venetian printers, with approxi n1:lte dale5 :7 

L Niccolo d'Aristotilc, dctto Zoppino, or Giovanni .'-\nronio dci Nicolini da 
Sabhio and brother.i.;, l 5 3 2? 
11. ~rhc s~1ncl 15 34? 

[ Jl. Bartolomm~o Z:1nctti, 15 3 8? 
\Ye hilvc not tracked do\l'Jl the other n,·o editions recorded l.1y Ilot:hnu~r (his nn.s~ 

5 6 and .19) as held by German I ibrndcs in 18 74, but it is probable that chcy, 100~ 
if l hey ha\'C survi..-cd, ,vou ld Lurn out to be of \ 1eneti.:in origin, 

5 Alfonso de V:1:l<lt~s, Dur dialogbi. Traduziom: ilolirma dd sec. XFI a cur.a di Gimrppe tie 
Grwwro (Napolit 1968)! pp. \·ii-xi. 

r~ !bid, 1 pp . .i-.:-xi, 
i ~rhl' order uf uur cdttions I and I[ is not certain;. ,\·c h~vc adopted it on the theory that 

first editions tend to contain more printed 1ca\·cs than do fatcr ones. 
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