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The SR Damn DiYine OUacle
A WKROO\ IUUHYHUHQW JRXUQH\ RI POa\IXO CRQWHPSOaWLRQ aQd

CRPSaVVLRQaWH SHOI-RHIOHcWLRQ

aQd

We AUe Each OWheU¶V OUacle
AQ EVVa\ E[SORULQJ WKH CUHaWLYH, DLYLQaWRU\, KLVWRULcaO aQd PLQLVWHULaO dLPHQVLRQV

RI WKH SR Damn DiYine OUacle dHcN

A CUHaWLYH TKHVLV PURMHcW SXbPLWWHd LQ PaUWLaO FXOILOOPHQW RI WKH RHTXLUHPHQWV
IRU WKH DHJUHH RI MaVWHU RI DLYLQLW\

HaUYaUd DLYLQLW\ ScKRRO
CaPbULdJH, MaVVacKXVHWWV

B\ CRd\ HRRNV

AdYLVRU, KLPbHUOH\ C. PaWWRQ
THacKLQJ FHOORZ, EWKaQ GRRdQLJKW

SXbPLWWHd Ma\ 13, 2022



A QRWH RQ WKH RUJaQL]aWLRQ RI WKLV SURMHcW:

TKH WKHVLV LV SUHVHQWHd LQ WZR SaUWV. TKH ILUVW LV WKH cUHaWLYH ZRUN, WKH SR Damn DiYine OUacle.
TKH VHcRQd, We AUe Each OWheU¶V OUacle, LV a VXSSOHPHQWaO HVVa\.

AbVWUacW:

IQ WKH SUacWLcH RI PRdHUQ WaURW LV a YLbUaQW aQd PHaQLQJIXO cRQIOXHQcH bHWZHHQ IRUPV RI
dLYLQaWLRQ aQd WKH SULQcLSOHV RI VSLULWXaO caUH. TKLV WKHVLV, a cUHaWLYH SURMHcW aQd VXSSOHPHQWaO
HVVa\, LV WKH cUHaWRU¶V SHUVRQaO H[SORUaWLRQ RI WKH PLQLVWHULaO SRWHQWLaO WKaW HPHUJHV IURP WKLV
VSacH. TKH SR Damn DiYine OUacle LQcOXdHV RULJLQaO aUWZRUN aQd ZULWLQJ; LW LV a SOa\IXO
UHLQWHUSUHWaWLRQ RI WaURW, aV ZHOO aV a cUHaWLYH aQd VcKROaUO\ VWXd\ RI cRQWHPSOaWLYH WHcKQRORJLHV.
TKH HVVa\ LV JURXQdHd LQ WKH aXWKRU¶V VSLULWXaO KHULWaJH, a KLVWRU\ RI bRWK WaURW aQd RUacOHV, aV
ZHOO aV ³VKaUHd ZLVdRP´ aQd UHOLJLRXV cRQcHSWV WKaW VSHaN WR WKH RUacXOaU SRWHQWLaO RI aOO SHRSOH.

NR SaUW RI WKH SR Damn DiYine OUacle RU accRPSaQ\LQJ WH[W Pa\ bH UHSURdXcHd ZLWKRXW WKH
SULRU SHUPLVVLRQ RI WKH cUHaWRU.

AOO aUW, ZULWLQJ, aQd dHVLJQ
B\ CRd\ HRRNV
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WeķcŋĿe

I¶m tr\ing to speak²to Zrite²the truth. I¶m tr\ing to be clear. I¶m not interested
in being fanc\, or even original. Clarit\ and truth Zill be plent\,

if I can onl\ achieve them.
² Octavia E. Butler, PaUabOe Rf Whe SRZeU

Then I said, ³What are these, m\ lord?´ The angel Zho talked Zith me said to me,
³I Zill shoZ \ou Zhat the\ are.´

² Zechariah 1:9

I speak in images. With nothing else can I e[press the Zords of the depths.
² Carl Jung, The Red BRRN

Here Ze are at the altar of the oracle, the oracle of our oZn divinit\, of me m\self and \ou
\ourself and, bOeVVedO\, Ze ourselves. You and I are together, right here and right noZ, for a
moment. To share some small space Zith \ou²meeting for a blip in the vast span of eternal time
and space²is a marvelous thing. Ever\thing depends on this essential togetherness. This
interbeing. This radical connectivit\, Zhere Ze are rooted to and in each other. I Zant to sloZ
this miracle doZn, turn it over in m\ hands and notice its shape, its Zeight, Zhat it could mean. I
call it a ³miracle´ but, in truth, Ze could call it something else, call it so man\ things. A meeting
of the minds. A shared journe\. A divine encounter. An oracular pronouncement. Yes, all of it.

ThaQN \RX, P\ fUieQd, fRU MRiQiQg Pe. LeW XV begiQ. BXW befRUe Ze gR aQ\ fXUWheU ²

Ał IłƑĢŶaŶĢŋł

I am inviting \ou to SXW dRZQ WhiV bRRN aQd MXVW e[SeUieQce Whe caUdV. Simpl\ be Zith them as
the\ are²aQd aV \RX aUe. No need for fanc\ ritual preludes. Just pick them up. Hold them for a
feZ minutes. Move them around, flip them over, flip through them one b\ one. You can even
smell them, talk to them, touch them to \our forehead or \our heart if \ou desire. Just be Zith
\ourself and Zith the cards. Meeting \our deck and Zelcoming it into \our practice is an
important step in this journe\.



TĞe DecĴ

This deck has a stor\ that I need to share Zith \ou. Thank \ou, over time and space, for listening.

Tarot had been part of m\ spiritual practice for more than a decade, and for much of that time, I
to\ed Zith the idea of creating m\ oZn deck of oracle cards. The problem Zas, I emphaticall\
did not consider m\self an artist. So doing something like this seemed either ridiculous or
hubristic. But at last, the moment Zas right; ma\be I finall\ dropped m\ serious-face long
enough to risk feeling sill\. And so Zith a set of Cra\ola Zatercolor paints and a single black
Sharpie marker, it started. I didn¶t have a plan for Zhat the cards Zould be or hoZ the\ Zould
look. I Zas folloZing intuition doZn an unlit path, onl\ seeing Zhere I Zas once I got there,
never knoZing Zhere Ze Zould go²as it is Zith most of our most meaningful journe\s.

But here Ze are. The deck consists of fort\-eight cards, divided into si[ suites.

First SŽite Second SŽite Third SŽite FoŽrth SŽite Fifth SŽite SiƗth SŽite

Flight
InZard
Other side
Shed this
Rest
Ember
Thunderclap
Heal

Prophes\
Cielo
DoZn loZ
Damage
Big Love
Salt
What is
Theft

Archangel
Dream
Delta
Echo
Medicine
Pla\
HalloZed
Rot

It¶s true
Touch
Fanc\
SZeat
Cr\ing
Revelation

So
Here
Hone\
And
Shine
Filth
Wreck
Yes

Cooking pot
Tidal
Pra\er
Death
Wasp Nest
Sol + Soul
Chaff
Rose
Perfect
All of it

This is a motle\ creZ \ou¶ll meet along the Za\. Some cards are on the serious side (like WUecN,
DaPage, and DeaWh). Others are much more lighthearted (POa\ and DUeaP, for e[ample). Some
are straightforZard images or concepts (ThXQdeUcOaS or HRQe\), Zhereas others are, admittedl\,
sort of out there (SR, AQd, and so on).

The cards and suites are arranged chronologicall\ in the order I made them. And so, the\ can be
read as a journe\. But not a journe\ from Start to Finish. It¶s more like a pilgrimage, an eternal
circumambulation, returning again and again to some sacred center that eludes and obscures as
much as it directs and reveals. The cards speak to m\ oZn journe\ of healing. I offer this not as
Whe SaWh toZard healing, but as another stor\ in the trove of human e[perience.



TĞe MedĢŶaŶĢŋłŭ ałd NŋŶeŭ

Words can onl\ go so far. I have found that Zords are often obstacles to understanding, not
entr\Za\s. (Though an obstacle can become an entr\Za\). Still, I have felt called to offer some
Zords in the hope that Zhen Zorking Zith this deck, \ou never feel alone.

The deck emerged betZeen October 2019 and Januar\ 2020. It Zas an artistic, creative, spiritual,
m\stical, meditative and m\sterious process. I Zas in the floZ. It Zas as if I had taken m\ most
diffuse but urgent questions²WhaW aP I dRiQg heUe? WhR aP I? WhaW iV Whe PeaQiQg Rf aOO
WhiV?²into the darkened caves of creativit\ and emerged Zith this oracular pronouncement. I
Zas then tasked Zith tr\ing to understand Zhat it meant. As it Zould happen, I had lots of time
to ansZer these questions. The global coronavirus pandemic upended most ever\one¶s life. The
solitude brought on b\ necessar\ distance became, for me, contemplative. I Zas a hermit, left
Zith onl\ m\ sacred te[ts and inner landscape to pour over and travel through.

The Meditations and their Notes are informed b\ m\ research, m\ conversations Zith friends and
felloZ seekers, and b\ asking, What can I sa\ about this card that is most true, for me, right
noZ?

A feZ of the Meditations are stories. Some of them are something like poetr\. Others read more
like a list of questions or affirmations. Some Meditations e[plore the origins of the Zords. And
still others are anchored b\ meaningful quotes or a string of free associations. In an\ event, I
have tried to collapse the space betZeen us. Who is ³me´ and ³\ou´ is not alZa\s so clear.

In addition to the Meditations, there is a Notes section at the end (as Zell as a Bibliograph\).
This is Zhere I¶ve gathered the sources of quotes and indirect references in the Meditations,
reading suggestions, interte[tual asides and et\mological references that do not otherZise fit in
the other parts of the deck¶s Zritten material. The Notes, as much as the Meditations, reveal the
Zebs of meaning that I have divined about the deck so far.

There are a feZ elements that are consistent across most Meditations. At the top of each page is
the number of the card as Zell as the names of three cards, Zhich are the cards that come directl\
before and after the one in hand. All of the Meditations have a visual description, a short
invitation into Zhat I¶m seeing in the cards. Please do not let that override Zhat \RX see in them.

The cards do not ³mean´ an\thing in particular and I should hope the cards are not limited b\
Zhat I have Zritten about them. Rather, \ou are catching the cards and the deck under a
particular set of circumstances. Each time \ou or I use cards, their meaning is revealed \et again
and in an entirel\ unique Za\.



WaƘŭ Ŷŋ JŋŽũłeƘ ƒĢŶĞ ŶĞe Caũdŭ

I cannot tell \ou hoZ to Zork Zith this deck. The best I can do is offer some suggestions that
have emerged from m\ oZn encounters Zith the cards, as Zell as readings I have facilitated for
other people. Here are a feZ Za\markers for our trek.

We Are Each OWher¶s Oracle

The oracle is so man\ things. The cards are an oracle, perhaps. But more importantl\, so are Ze.
We all have an oracular capacit\, an abilit\ to step from our mundane Za\ of thinking into a
sacred arena Zhere Ze can get a better vantage point on Zhat¶s happening Zithin and around us.
We are all divine and so Ze can all be diviners. I have done Zhat I can b\ making this deck;
Zhen \ou meet me, \ou are calling on that oracle, that seer, in \ourself. Our ga]es meet and
something emerges. The oracle is a result of our radical connectivit\ and our shared Zisdom.

Compassion and Pla\fXlness

Working Zith the cards (be it this deck or an\ other) can be ver\ serious. We bring our deepest
Zorries, an[ieties and sandnesses. We bring our traumas. Our doubts. Our questions. Our most
earnest longings. We bring stuff that Ze might never voice to another person²or that Ze are
onl\ beginning to voice for ourselves. This is all ver\ meaningful. KnoZ that, even across time
and space, I care about Zhat \ou carr\ Zith \ou into this space. I hope \ou can also bring along
compassion for Zho \ou are and Zhere \ou are emotionall\, spirituall\, ph\sicall\ or otherZise.

That being said, this deck has taught me hoZ to shift betZeen the serious and the sill\. I created
the deck Zith a spirit of pla\ful curiosit\. I believe the deck responds Zell to similar energ\.
Cherish \our questions, but hold \our ansZers loosel\. See Zhat happens Zhen \ou do.

FoXndaWions of Making Meaning

When I¶m doing a reading Zith these cards for someone, I start Zith the YiVXalV. WhaW dR \RX Vee
iQ Whe caUd? WhaW SRSV RXW WR \RX? The\¶ll describe Zhat the\ see and I¶ll tr\ to ]ero in on some
element: a color or shape, a te[ture, a recurring motif. Then Ze move on to the concepW for each
card²WhaW dReV WhiV ZRUd bUiQg XS?²and pla\ around Zith the Zord b\ free-associating. Onl\
then do I la\er in the poViWion of the card in the overall spread. These three aspects form the
foundation of meaning. When doing a reading for m\self, I especiall\ like to take stock of Zhat
the card is doing to me internall\. IV aQ ePRWiRQ geWWiQg acWiYaWed iQ VRPe SaUW Rf P\ bRd\? HaV
P\ bUeaWhiQg chaQged? AP I PRUe RU OeVV WeQVe ORRNiQg aW WhiV caUd WhaQ I ZaV ORRNiQg aW Whe OaVW
RQe? This sort of somatic data is incredibl\ potent.



ConnecWions and FloZ

In addition to the foundations of visuals, associations, and card position, it is also revealing to
notice the connections and floZ betZeen the individual cards. Each card illuminates both the
ne[t card in a reading and the one preceding it. Within a reading, the cards are essentiall\ a
microcosm of the macrocosm of a situation, so each card speaks, in some Za\, to all the rest.

DirecWed QXesWions Ys. Wandering AboXW

The t\pical Za\ of approaching an oracle, the tarot, or an\ form of divination, is to first
formulate \our question. This distillation makes the reading more potent and directed; there¶s
more scaffolding for the meaning of the cards to hang on. So ask \ourself: WhaW aUe P\
TXeVWiRQV? CaQ I UefiQe WheP eYeQ PRUe? HRZ PXch cOaUiW\ caQ I WaNe ZiWh Pe iQWR WhiV UeadiQg?
At the same time, there is something to be said for Zandering about, for letting go of certitudes
and tired stories and sta\ing open to the m\ster\ of \our oZn emergence. As much as possible,
see if \ou can strike a balance betZeen these Za\s of approaching the oracle.

E[perimenWaWion

You¶ll find the best Za\ to use this tool of divination and contemplation. You¶ll figure out
e[actl\ Zhat \ou need to figure out. Pull one card each morning. Or put it on \our altar. Or let a
single Zord (the card name, or a Zord from the Meditation) rest on \our heart as pra\er. Pick
several cards and Zrite an epic stor\ Zith them. Mi[ and match Zith other decks. Go Zild. You
Zill find \our Za\.

SpiriWXal HeriWage

Spend enough time Zith the Cards and the Meditations and \ou¶ll notice that the sources of this
deck are coming from a lot of places: the natural Zorld, landscapes I¶ve called home, the Bible,
apocr\phal Christian te[ts, atheism, JeZish histor\, Buddhism, Occultism, NeZ Age concepts,
Afro-futurists, queer films, countr\ music, Greek and Mesopotamian m\tholog\, scholarl\
research, and so on. These represent the sources of m\ spiritual heritage²s\ncretic, funk\,
heretical and Zeird as it ma\ be. I have tried, as best I can, to speak onl\ of Zhat I have knoZn
intimatel\ in m\ oZn spiritual journe\-Zork, to give credit Zhere it is due, and to be in a
Zholesome and accountable relationship Zith the knoZledge and insights I am passing on to
\ou. If I have erred in that, the error is mine.

At times, the Meditations and Notes have an irreverence and a definite (if not also ambivalent)
point of vieZ on theological and philosophical matters, like the notion of God, the supernatural,
enchantment, magic, and so on. If I should occasionall\ come across as more preach\ than



pastoral, more raucous than refined, I can onl\ hope something meaningful is spaZned in the
friction. I believe that it is our entZined Zisdom²coming out of our infinitel\ unique
perspectives and e[periences²that constitutes the poZer of an\ oracle Zorth consulting. As
much as I hold our fundamental interconnection in the greatest reverence, I also hold our
differences in the highest respect.

Who Ze are

The deck is, in so man\ Za\s, autobiographical. All of the Zritten materials are from m\
perspective, as are the cards. But \ou knoZ so little about me. To remed\ that, I have included a
short biograph\ at the end of this guidebook. Yet more than that, Zho I am is revealed across the
Zhole deck, as a collective e[perience and in its pieces and parts. Vulnerabilit\ has led us here.
Thank \ou for holding mine Zith me. And knoZ that I am holding \ours Zith \ou. We are, at the
end of the da\, just tZo people tr\ing our best to be humans together. That¶s sacred.



Caũd Sťũeadŭ

HeUe aUe VeYeUaO VSUeadV, VWaUWiQg ZiWh Whe ViPSOeVW aQd PRYiQg WRZaUd Whe PRUe iQYROYed.

The DaƘ̡s Oracle

This is a one-card spread. Simple, simple: just pick a card. You can do this Zhenever \ou need a
point of focus or \ou can rituali]e it and get into a rh\thm of reading: pick a card ever\ morning
and journal Zhile \ou sip some coffee, do one before bed, etc. This can be the totalit\ of \our
reflection or \ou can take on an oracular mindset for the da\ or Zeek, pa\ing attention to an\
instances of the idea or image coming up in \our life, conversations, memories and dreams.

Contemplation and Action

When I read for other people, tZo-card spreads are, ver\ often, all Ze need. Worlds upon Zorlds
can open up from the basic e[ercise of compare and contrast. An\ tZo-card spread is
illuminating: self and other, inner and outer, mirror and medicine, material and immaterial, then
and noZ, head and heart, etc. Of course, be Zar\ of binar\ thinking, for nothing is ever RQO\ WhiV
or MXVW WhaW. It¶s alZa\s both, and neither, and so much more.

³Contemplation and Action´ is m\ favorite tZo-card spread, built from a tired religious
argument about the so-called ³contemplative´ and ³active´ paths. Active people are thought to
be the folks out in the Zorld, going places and doing things for others. Contemplative people are
the hermits and monastics, devoting their lives to pra\er and reali]ing deep truths in deep silence
(Zhich, incidentall\, is also done for the benefit of others). But even outside of formal religious
circles, this debate rages on. In our oZn time, there¶s come to be a distaste for ³thoughts and
pra\ers,´ supposedl\ empt\ gestures Zhen real actions are needed to face doZn injustice and
relieve suffering. And \et, to give something \our mental and spiritual attention, in the spirit of
compassion and liberation, is a deepl\ transformative practice. This is the source of the insight
that illuminates our paths forZard. We need both²the reflective and the practical, the mirror and
medicine, the contemplation and action.

Root̀ TrŽnk̀ Branches

This is a basic three-card spread. Hold \our question in \our mind and pull three cards to get
insight into the URRW or origin of the situation, the WUXQN or solid core of the situation, and
bUaQcheV or directionalit\ (potential end results) of a situation. I¶m a tree-hugger, so I prefer this
over the alZa\s classic SaVW-SUeVeQW-fXWXUe spread.



Sacred JoŽrneƘs

This is another three-card spread, but reflected through the theme of sacred journe\s or
pilgrimages. Ask \ourself: WheUe ZaV I? WheUe aP I QRZ? WheUe dR I ZaQW WR be? These are
essentiall\ the same questions as the previous spread. HoZever, Zhereas imagining a tree can
help us feel more gURXQded RU VWiOOed in a particular situation, imagining a journe\ can help us
get in touch Zith the sense of PRYePeQW RU fORZ inherent to all things.

Visio DiƑina

This spread draZs on the monastic practice of OecWiR diYiQa, Zhere people Zill read the Bible or
other sacred te[t in an structured Za\ that takes them deeper and deeper into the meaning of a
single verse, phrase or Zord. This is not just a Za\ to read, but a Za\ to pra\²a Za\ of pra\er,
in fact, to reach the ver\ heights of m\stical union Zith the divine. For that reason, this is more
of an e[plorator\ spread for Zhen \ou don¶t have a particular question but just Zant to Zander
the back alle\s and forgotten mountain paths of \our mind and heart. I learned a version of this
practice Zhere the Zritten te[t is replaced b\ the visual: a painting, the vieZ from \our ZindoZ,
something \ou saZ on a Zalk, or in this case, the cards. There are tZo Za\s to go about it:
Choose one card and use it to go through each stage of the practice (m\ preference), or choose a
card for each stage of the practice (in Zhich case, pa\ e[tra attention to the continuities betZeen
each card and \our reflections on them, such that \ou find a through-line from beginning to end).

ViViR - Hush the mind and simpl\ look. Notice ever\thing \ou can. Take it in.

MediWaWiR - Notice Zords and ideas as the\ bubble up. What does it make \ou
think of? Songs \ou have sung? Books \ou¶ve read? Stories from \our past or
from the shoZ \ou Zatched last night? Free associate at \our leisure. Let \our
imagination run Zild.

OUaWiR - The pra\er stage. After taking such a cosmic look at things, come back in
close. Among ever\thing \ou¶ve imagined, Zhere do \ou feel the most ease, or
resonance, or Zarmth. AlloZ some Zord, color or feeling to take center stage on
the altar of \our heart. Sta\ there for a Zhile.

CRQWePSOaWiR - The last stage. The mind stops all its fuss and chatter. Absolutes
don¶t mean an\thing and \ou feel as though \ou can go Zith the floZ, rest in the
gloZ. You can¶t actuall\ force \our Za\ here. Sometimes \ou reach it and
sometimes \ou don¶t. But it¶s alZa\s Zorth the time it takes to find out if \ou can.



The Year AboŽt Me

A spread for the Zhole \ear can be a Za\ of gaining longterm perspective on life and getting
more regular, focused insight into a particular month (be it a calendar month, lunar month, or
some other personall\ meaningful unit of time, such as a natural or liturgical season). I
appreciate this spread because I can revisit it regularl\ and see neZ meaningful connections
emerge. One Za\ to do this spread is to pull tZelve cards, one for each month of the coming
\ear. This is lovel\ to do around birthda\s or neZ \ears in various calendars. An alternative Za\
to do this spread is to draZ thirteen cards: half of the cards represent the previous si[ months,
one for the current month, and another si[ for the coming si[ months. This version is useful for
Zhen \ou have some recent e[periences to reflect on and potentiall\ resolve. Still another Za\ to
do this spread is to do it over the course of the \ear, draZing one card at the same time each
month (the first or last da\, the neZ or full moon, etc.).

ClaritƘ from the CloŽd

This spread is for Zhen \ou are just tr\ing to find \our Za\ through a cloud of confusion or
diffuse, unspoken feelings. Tr\ to come up Zith a feZ general categories (or perspectives) for
Zhat \ou¶re thinking about: changes, loss, grief, gains, trauma, histor\, future, perceptions,
receptions, bod\, famil\, friends, etc. Then draZ one card for each categor\. I Zould suggest no
more than five cards for this t\pe of reading; much more than that can easil\ overZhelm an
alread\ overZhelming situation. If these feelings are especiall\ tender or rooted in trauma, be
sure to seek support be\ond the cards.

The Not̖A̖Spread

Shuffle the cards or toss them in the air. La\ them all out on the floor, reorder them b\ color or
an\ other dimension. Just pla\ Zith them, interact Zith them. Here, the cards are more ritual
instruments than sacred te[t. See Zhat happens. An\thing can.

Deep Discernment

Choose a single, pressing question or situation: something \ou need to figure out and need
sustained attention to do so. Ask \our question, shuffle the deck and then, da\ b\ da\ and card
b\ card, Zork \our Za\ through the stack. Do it Zith all 48 cards for questions that demand the
deepest commitment to discerning the path forZard. Or do it Zith a subset of cards: 28 for a
moon c\cle, 9 for a novena, 7 for a Zeek, etc. When \ou get to the end, read the first card again.



FlighŶ



MediŶaŶion on FlighŶ

NR. 1
PUeceded, in a Za\, b\ AOO RI LW, fRllRZed b\ IQZaUd

SR. We begin.
I fRUgRW Whe jRXUne\ VWaUWed heUe.

WLWKRXW P\ PHaQLQJ WR, WKH IRRO¶V MRXUQH\ UHQHZHd LWVHOI WKURXJK PH ²

WhaW dR \RX nRWice?

WhaW dR \RX nRWice?

ViVXall\, I¶m Veeing a maSle Veed. IW¶V aXWXmn and Whe Veed iV VWaWiRnaU\ Zhen I find iW Rn
Whe back SRUch, iWV mRWiRn imSlied, iWV WUXe SaWh XnknRZn. In ZinWeU, VTXiUUelV eaW Whe
meaW held ZiWhin. B\ eaUl\ VSUing, Whe RneV WhaW aUe lefW Zill Veem WR deca\ inWR VWUingV Rf
gUaVV and maVV, cRYeUed in fURVW Rn VWill cRld mRUningV. And When, Rn a ZaUmeU da\,
Whe\¶ll VSURXW. B\ Whe WhRXVandV and WenV Rf WhRXVandV, Whe\¶ll VSURXW. B\ Whe chaUcRal
gUill and beWZeen Whe gUaniWe gUaYeV, Whe\¶ll VSURXW.

FOLJKW cRmeV fURm ³flRZ´
FOLJKW cRnWainV ³lighW´
FOLJKW haV daUkneVV, WRR

FlighW fURm YiRlence, RU abXVe, RU a VWill-Xnnamed WR[iciW\. (BXW WUaXma came alRng fRU
Whe Uide, didn¶W iW? I knRZ hRZ iW gReV.) FlighW fURm RSSUeVViRn in iWV SaUWicXlaU fRUmV.

flighW inWR m\VWeU\
fl\ WR Whe VXn
Whe SXlVe Rf dUagRnV alRfW

Ze aUe alUead\ in mRWiRn ² and VimXlWaneRXVl\ VWill



Inƒaũd



MediŶaŶion on Inƒaũd

NR. 2
PUeceded b\ FOLJKW, fRllRZed b\ OWKHU VLdH

inZaUd, inZaUd

mRYing inZaUd iV VXbWle mRYemenW ² a jRXUne\ WR Whe heaUW, nR leVV

³YRX can Vee be\Rnd all WhaW WR ZheUe Whe RWheU being iV. YRX Zill dR WhaW Zhen \RX¶Ye
gRne inVide WR Vee ZheUe \RX aUe ² be\Rnd Whe WhingV in \RXU Zhich aWWUacW \RX and
VedXce \RX and e[ciWe \RX and UeSel \RX ² Whe jRXUne\ acURVV Whe gUeaW Rcean Rf
e[iVWence iV a jRXUne\ inZaUd. EYeU in deeSeU and deeSeU, and Whe deeSeU \RX geW in Whe
mRUe \RX Ueach WUXWh.´

IHURcLRXV

ViVXall\, I¶m Veeing a blXe VSiUal WhaW¶V cXUling in Rn iWVelf. The emSW\ VSace Rf Whe caUd iV
cXUling inZaUd, WRR. In Whe backgURXnd, dURSSing fURm a cRmb-like line, aUe man\ black
dRWV. The dRWV aUe YeUWicall\ aUUanged, bXW VWill VRmeZhaW haSha]aUd, iUUegXlaU. The
dRWV«Whe dRWV«Whe DMT dRWV WaVWe like VWaWic in m\ mRXWh, Whe Za\ a baWWeU\ WaVWed aV a
kid (I ZaVn¶W VXSSRVed WR dR WhaW), Whe Za\ lighWing ² I¶m WRld ² WaVWeV. VRid RSenV.

CaUefXl Rf ³VSiUaling RXW Rf cRnWURl,´ eYen if \RX¶Ue VSiUaling inZaUd. AW Whe Vame Wime, WR
lRVe cRnWURl ² WR be XQdRQH ² can be WhaW ecVWaWic VWaWe Whe\ Walk abRXW.

We aUe VWURng enRXgh fRU WhiV jRXUne\.

WaWch hRZ SRUWalV emeUge fURm ZiWhin SRUWalV.



OŶheũ ŭide



MediŶaŶion on OŶheũ ŭide

NR. 3
IQZaUd - OWKHU VLdH - SKHd WKLV

³TheUe iV a Slace WhaW iV aV faU fURm heUe aV bUeaWhing RXW iV fURm bUeaWhing in.´

...fURm heUe WR WheUe...hRZ dR I geW fURm heUe WR WheUe«

hRZ did \RX ² and Zh\?

fURm When WR nRZ
fURm nRZ WR Zhen
fURm Yalle\ WR cUeVW
fURm life«

«WR deaWh

i meeW m\ VRUURZ ga]ing aW WhaW gaWe
i can¶W \eW gR WhURXgh
and i meeW m\ VWillneVV Zhen i Vee lRYe ga]ing back
WhURXgh Whe bUighW emSWineVV Rf all WhaW iV

ViVXall\, I¶m Veeing a W\Se Rf gaWe, a ceUemRnial WhUeVhRld, ZiWh WZR laUge beamV and a
laUgeU cURVVSiece WhaW e[WendV SaVW Whe UighW-hand bRUdeU Rf Whe caUd. AbRYe iW, a gianW VWaU
danceV, iW¶V cRnnecWed b\ WZR aUmV Rf RUbV. The gaWe iV a VRfW Sink ² in WUXWh, Whe cRlRU Rf
VXnVeW in NeZ Me[icR, ZheUe, in m\ back\aUd, WheUe ZaV a WhUeVhRld Rf Seeling jXniSeU
SRleV VXch aV WhiV, eUecWed amRng Whe VagebUXVh, ZheUe I cRXld VWand and lRRk VRXWh
WRZaUd a VacUed mRXnWain ZhRVe name I Zill nRW Va\ UighW nRZ. .

I cRXld cU\ Whinking hRZ VhRUW WhaW VXnVeW Ueall\ iV, and VWill ²

³I can¶W imagine Whe biWWeU end Rf all Whe beaXW\ WhaW Ze¶Ue liYing in.´



Of cRXUVe, aW WhiV mRmenW, WhiV caUd ma\ nRW be abRXW VXch WUanViWiRnV Rf deaWh. If nRW, Well
me abRXW Whe naWXUe Rf WhaW WhUeVhRld \RX¶Ue lRRking WRZaUd

iWV VhaSe and Vi]e
ZhR bXilW iW, RU hRZ \RX fRXnd iW
hRZ lRng \RX¶Ye lRRked
and Whe WhingV inVide WhaW haYe been changed b\ lRRking
and RWheU liWWle WhingV like WhaW

HRZ faU fURm WhaW RWheU Vide aUe \RX ² aUe Ze ² Ueall\? AV clRVe aV Whe ne[W bUeaWh?

A nRWe Rn caUd RUdeU: Whe OWKHU VLdH VeemV WR be RXW WheUe, bXW Ueall\, Ze Rnl\ gRW WheUe
b\ \RX gRing IQZaUd. GR an\ fXUWheU ² and I WUXVW \RX Zill gR fXUWheU ² and \RX¶ll be
aVked WR SKHd WKLV. WhaW¶V WhiV? ThaW¶ll be deWeUmined b\ \RX and Whe feUU\man Zhen Whe
Wime cRmeV, and nRW a mRmenW VRRneU.



Shed Ŷhiŭ



MediŶaŶion on Shed Ŷhiŭ

NR. 4
FURm OWKHU VLdH, WR SKHd WKLV, WR RHVW

AUe \RX Uead\ WR dURS ZhaW \RX¶Ye RXWgURZn? WhaW¶V becRme WRR heaY\ WR beaU? WhaW iV
Uead\ WR fall fURm \RX and inWR Whe diUW XndeUfRRW?

am i?
am i ZhaW i am?

Whe eaUWh iV Uead\ fRU
RXU \ielding bRZ

ZhaWeYeU iW iV, iW can¶W be bURXghW alRng

nRWhing can
nRW a Whing

✳

I lRYe WhiV caUd. One Rf m\ RUiginal eighW, befRUe I had an\ clXe aW all abRXW ZhaW ZaV
haSSening WR me, WhURXgh me, in WhiV cUeaWiRn. The image ² iW¶V TXiWe SedeVWUian ²
cRmeV fURm m\ hRme in Whe SRXWhZeVW. The caUd VhRZV an elk anWleU, fallen WR Whe dU\
gURXnd, ZaWeUed in b\ Uain, VlRZl\ UeVWing fXUWheU inWR Whe eYeU UeceSWiYe deSWhV. When I
made Whe caUd, I ZaV VWUXggling ZiWh Whe mRYe fURm deVeUW WR Rcean. BXW aV ZiWh VR man\
WhingV, aV I ZaV able WR lRRVen m\ gUiS Rn ZhaW ZaV, VR mXch mRUe ZaV ZiWhin Ueach.

TKH KHaYLHVW SaUWV RI WKLV dUHaP«.WKRVH, WKRVH I¶YH WULHd WR OHW
JR RI. RaLQV KaYH cRPH. TKH HaUWK KaV accHSWHd P\ RIIHULQJV
² RI ZKaW ZaV, RI cRPIRUW, RI a IHHOLQJ RI cHUWLWXdH ² aQd
aVNHd I VWaUW LQWRQLQJ a QHZ cKaQW IRU WKHVH da\V aKHad.



In WaURW, Whe fRXUWh caUd iV XVXall\ VRme iWeUaWiRn Rf ³The EmSeURU´ and haV VRmeWhing WR
dR ZiWh VWabiliW\, UXleV, Whe haUdening Rff Rf mildeU and ZildeU Za\V, Rf SXlling VXiW
jackeWV RYeU faeUie ZingV and lacing R[fRUdV RYeU cenWaXU hRRYeV. MaVcXliniW\ can WXUn VR
damn SRiVRnRXV, and VR Ze¶Ue aVked ² caXWiRned, encRXUaged, demanded ² WR Vhed
cenVXUeV VXch aV WhiV.

TheUe¶V a UeaVRn Whe man\ ZiVdRm WUadiWiRnV VSeak VR feUYenWl\ abRXW RXU lRngingV and
aWWachmenWV ² nRW Rnl\ WR WhingV, bXW alVR WR ideaV, emRWiRnV, WhaW Zhich Ze hRld mRVW
deaU. Thich NhaW Hanh aVkV XV WR UemembeU each mRUning aV Ze aZake fURm RXU
nighWWime dUeamV:

³All WhaW iV deaU WR me and eYeU\Rne I lRYe aUe Rf Whe naWXUe WR change.
TheUe iV nR Za\ WR eVcaSe being VeSaUaWed fURm Whem.´

If WhiV iV WRR heaY\ WR UemembeU, When
UemembeU WhaW iW WRR can be

\ielded

WR Whe \aZning eaUWh



ReŭŶ



MediŶaŶion on ReŭŶ

NR. 5
SKHd WKLV cRmeV befRUe RHVW, afWeUZaUd cRmeV EPbHU

afWeU Whe XnbXUdening, a VWillneVV
a gUeaW cRmmandmenW WR
hXVh hRl\ SURclamaWiRnV

I cRXld gR Rn and Rn abRXW UeVW and hRZ Ze need iW, hRZ I¶Ye leaUned WhaW Ze VhRXld UeVW
MXVW bHcaXVH and QRW VR WhaW Ze can dR mRUe ZRUk. I cRXld gR Rn abRXW ZhaW Ze Ueall\
need WR UeVW, WR UeneZ: a bed, Wime, cRmmXniW\, VafeW\, SeUhaSV e[haXVWiRn, and ceUWainl\
UeleaVe. I cRXld gR Rn, bXW gRing Rn and Rn iV nRW UeVW, VR

[bUeaWhe]

[and gR Rn, bUeaWhe VRme mRUe]

WhiV iV enRXgh

jXVW UeVW, VZeeW Rne, UeVW

✳

AddiWiRnal nRWeV Rn RHVW

³AYRid maVVage, ZUeVWling, and ZUeVWling in dXVW. SRfWen Whem ZiWh SlenW\ Rf VleeS and, aSaUW fURm naWXUal
e[eUciVe, leW Whem UeVW.´

BeWZeen da\V Rf dRXble-leagXeV, EnkidX and GilgameVh ZRXld UeVW and SUeSaUe a VacUed VSace, and When
dUeam SURSheWic dUeamV.

ReVW alVR meanV WR be aW Seace, WR be fUee Rf an[ieW\ and menWal bRWheU. Ma\ \RX haYe WhiV. Ma\ \RX UeVW
\RXU ZeaU\ bRneV, and UeVW WhaW VWUXcWXUe Rf \RXUVelf WhaW lieV eYen deeSeU Whan \RXU bRneV.

HRld WhiV hRl\ ZRUd in \RXU mRXWh ² Va\ iW, ZiWhRXW ceaVing, aV SUa\eU.



Embeũ



MediŶaŶion on Embeũ

NR. 6
PUeceded b\ RHVW, fRllRZed b\ TKXQdHUcOaS

On RWheU da\V, I mighW be inclined WR Walk abRXW Whe libeUaWing aeVWheWicV Rf hellfiUe, RU Whe
SSaniVh m\VWicV ² eVSeciall\ deaU TeUeVa and JRhn ² and hRZ Whe\ VSRke Rf bRWh
daUkneVV and lighW, Rf ZaWeU and fiUe, Whe enkindling WhaW haSSenV in Whe heaUW, WhaW UeYV XS
inWR m\VWical XniRn and. BXW WRda\ ZildfiUeV aUe Rn m\ mind. TeUeVa and JRhn didn¶W Vee,
SeUhaSV cRXldn¶W eYen imagine, RXU mega-ZildfiUeV, VR big and XnZield\ and ZLOd Whe\
cUeaWe WheiU RZn ZeaWheU. TheVe bla]eV call XV, hXman SeRSle (Whe VSecieV WhaW VhXnned
fiUe and VR cUeaWed WhiV deVWUXcWiRn), inWR neZ UelaWiRnVhiS ZiWh RXUVelYeV and RXU ZRUld.
Wildland fiUefighWeUV WU\ WR cUeaWe ³fiUelineV´ WR ³cRnWain´ Whe fiUe, and \eW, a feZ embeUV
fl\ing WhURXgh Whe aiU, fURm cURZn WR cURZn, can XndR WhRVe effRUWV VR aVWRniVhingl\ faVW.
EmbeUV ² Vmall manifeVWaWiRnV Rf Whe laUgeU ShenRmenRn ² aUe alVR needed WR keeS a
heaUWh fiUe gRing. Ma\be iW¶V all abRXW Vcale. Ma\be nRW.

SRPH TXHVWLRQV ZH caQ WKLQN WKURXJK WRJHWKHU

Will Whe Veed Rf WhiV SaVViRn gURZ?
AUe Ze in Whe midVW Rf fiUe VeaVRn?
WhaW enkindleV WR cRnflagUaWiRn?

✳

³We cRXld nRW UeVW. TheUe ZaV VWill fiUe. LiWWle fiUeV WhaW cRXld gURZ inWR big
RneV, VmRke, blinding and chRking VmRke...NR UeVW. BXW Ze cRXld VlRZ
dRZn. We cRXld emeUge fURm Whe ZRUVW Rf Whe VmRke and aVh, and eVcaSe
Whe laVh Rf hRW ZindV. We cRXld SaXVe b\ Whe Vide Rf Whe URad fRU a mRmenW,
and gag in Seace. TheUe ZaV a lRW Rf gagging. CRXghing and gagging and
cU\ing mXdd\ WUackV RnWR RXU faceV. IW ZaV incUedible. We ZeUe gRing WR
VXUYiYe. We ZeUe VWill aliYe and WRgeWheU ² VcRUched and miVeUable, and in
gUeaW need Rf ZaWeU, bXW aliYe. We ZeUe gRing WR make iW.´



ThŽndeũclať



MediŶaŶion on ThŽndeũclať

NR. 7
PUeceded b\ EPbHU, fRllRZed b\ HHaO

³HeaYenl\ fiUe iV VSiW fRUWh b\ Whe SlaneW aV cUackling chaUcRal flieV fURm a
bXUning lRg, bUinging SURShecieV ZiWh iW´

a UiSSing WhURXgh Whe aWmRVSheUe
a VingXlaU SRXnd amRng Whe URll
VR aZRken

XUanian eSiShanieV ² ecVWaWic illXminaWiRn ² a VRXl-VXUe WeWheU beWZeen eaUWh and Vk\

I¶m Veeing a cUacking RSen Rf Whe Vk\, a nXminRXV VSliWWing ² and a XniRn Rf VighW and
VRXnd. TheUe¶V a \ellRZ-gRld WhXndeUbRlW in Whe middle, ZiWh cURVV-haWched lineV inVide
and bandV Rf black lineV WhaW emeUge fURm iWV jXncWXUe SRinWV. Small RUbV and dRWV bX]]
and SiWch aURXnd Whe ZhRle Vcene. IW¶V elecWUic ² Whe inWeUiRU life Rf elecWUiciW\.

We can fRllRZ Whe ZRUdV like chaUge WR chaUge. ³ThXndeU´ meanV WR ³Ue-VRXnd,´ a gURan
Rf Whe elecWUXm VWUeWch, Whe emeUgence Rf liYing cUeaWXUeV. AV fRU ³claS,´ iW meanV WR WhURb
RU beaW: an echRic YeUb.

IW iV Vaid WhaW AVcleSiXV, a healing gRd, UaiVed a man fURm Whe dead. ThaW, aSSaUenWl\, ZaV
nRW Rka\. ZeXV VenW a WhXndeUbRlW and bRWh healeU and healed ZeUe VWUXck dRZn.
AVcleSiXV ZaV UaiVed inWR immRUWaliW\, eYenWXall\, and ZenW abRXW hiV healing aV a gRd.

CRnVideU bURnWRlRg\, Whe SURgnRVWic VWXd\ Rf WhXndeU

When did \RX laVW heaU WhXndeU? Had \RX Veen Whe bRlW Rf lighWning blankeW
Whe ZRUld in lighW, and When cRXnW? When ne[W WheUe¶V a VWRUm, can Ze be
VWXdenWV Rf WhiV ² ic\ cRlliViRn ZiWh fiUe, aV aiU e[SlRdeV RXWZaUd, all
aURXnd. Can Ze fRllRZ WhiV jRXUne\, WhiV SaWh Rf Whe UXmbling VRXnd
UeVXlWing fURm elecWUiciW\¶V cRming and gRing, aVcending and deVcending?

TKH UHWXUQ VWURNH PaNHV WKH ORXdHVW WKXQdHU



Heal



MediŶaŶion on Heal

NR. 8
TKXQdHUcOaS WR HHaO, HHaO WR PURSKHV\

Zhen i¶Ye mRVW needed healing, iW Veemed Whe mRVW imSRVVible Whing, WR ZanW RU
Ueach. i ZanWed WR leW gR ² enWiUel\ ² m\ WeWheU WR WhiV ZRUld

(VXch ZaV m\ deVSaiU)

NRZ I ZRndeU VR man\ WhingV. SXch aV: Zh\ did iW feel VR imSRVVible, and Zh\ did I feel
VR alRne? (ThRXgh leW me nRW SUeWend WhaW a gUeaW SaUW Rf m\ healing haV been WR VaYRU m\
VRliWXde aV I ZRXld VRme VRXS Zhen I haYe a cRld).

I ZRXld Va\ WhaW Ze aUe, fiUVW and fRUemRVW, heUe fRU \RX and \RXU healing. BXW I
knRZ WhaW Ze aUe bRXnd ² VRmehRZ ² and WhaW I can¶W helS \RX ZiWh \RXUV if I¶m
nRW helSing me ZiWh mine.

heal: WR be made ZhRle:
ZhRle: \RX alUead\ aUe:
\RX: ZhRll\, hRl\, \RX:
heal: aV \RX Zill be, aV \RX aUe, aV \RX alUead\ ZeUe

✳

SRPH TXHVWLRQV ZH caQ WKLQN abRXW

WhaW feelV bURken RU VhaWWeUed RU XnZell?
IV iW bRdil\? MenWal? EmRWiRnal? SSiUiWXal? SRme OWheU Thing?
WhaW iV \RXU VWRU\ Rf Whe healing WhaW \RX haYe alUead\ gRne afWeU?
WhaW haV VWill nRW been Vaid?



SRPH WKRXJKWV abRXW KHaOLQJ

IW¶V meVV\. IW¶V URXnd-abRXW. IW WakeV Wime, VRmeWimeV ² RfWen WimeV ² a lRng
Wime. Healing needV VSace, VSace enRXgh WR leW gR Rf WhingV aV Whe\ ZeUe and Whe
calcified deViUe WhaW Whe\ VhRXld be VR again. NRW alZa\V, bXW mRUe Whan \RX¶d
Whink, Whe bRd\ (\RXUV, mine, Whe eaUWh¶V) Zill heal all Rn iWV RZn. (ThRXgh,
WUXWhfXll\, iW WakeV man\ SeRSle and fRUceV fRU WhiV WR cRme abRXW). One can VWill
heal eYen Zhen WheUe iV nR cXUe.

TKXQdHUcOaS iV Whe diYine VSeaking WR \RX.
HHaO iV ZhaW haSSenV Zhen \RX liVWen.
PURSKHV\ iV ZhaW, WUanVfRUmed, \RX haYe Whe UeneZed SRZeU WR dR.

On a SUacWical nRWe, iW¶V been UecRmmended WR VleeS, Wake ZalkV (SeUhaSV aW eiWheU VXnVeW
RU VXnUiVe), Ueach RXW WR SeRSle ZhR lRYe \RX, eYen Zhen iW¶V haUd, WR geW acXSXncWXUe,
and, Rn a SeUVRnal nRWe, WR enjR\ VRme miVR VRXS.

Ma\ Whe RiYeUV Rf Pain and An[ieW\, Rf
HeaUWbUeak and HRllRZed SSiUiWV, emSW\ inWR
Whe GUeaW Ocean Rf Healing, ZheUe eYeU\Whing
fURm DeSWhV WR Sk\ iV XWWeUl\, bleVVedl\,
gRUgeRXVl\, and inWenVel\ cRnnecWed.  SR be iW.

(SR HQdV WKH ILUVW VXLWH)



PũŋťheŭƘ



MediŶaŶion on PũŋťheŭƘ

NR. 9
HHaO. PURSKHV\. CLHOR.

I¶m Veeing in WhiV caUd mRVWl\ RSen VSace, bXW iW dReVn¶W feel ³blank.´ The cRlRUV aUe a
mi[ Rf bUighW, VaWXUaWed blXe and Sale SXUSleV, bleeding WRgeWheU, la\eUed WRgeWheU. The
cRlRU iV in WhUee diVWincW aUeaV. TZR Rf WheVe aUeaV cRYeU Whe bRWWRm WhiUd Rf Whe caUd: Rne
Rf WheVe UiVeV aV a SillaU (SicWXUe Whe PillaUV Rf CUeaWiRn in Whe Eagle NebXla ² RU an eYen
mRUe fabXlRXV dUeamWime VWalagmiWe), Zhile Whe RWheU VZiVheV aV a VcRUSiRn Wail. Black
RUbV UiVe heUe and WheUe, aV in Whe DUHaP caUd. TheUe¶V a XnifRUmiW\ WhaW, WR m\ mind aW
leaVW, UecallV cRde RU an Rld VZiWchbRaUd.

The ZRUd heUe iV nRW SURShec\ (Whe nRXn) bXW SURSKHV\ (Whe YeUb). ThiV acWiRn iV YiWal.
TheVe aUe RXU WUanVcendenW XWWeUanceV.

PURSheWV VSeak inWR Whe SaVW and fXWXUe aV mXch aV ZiWhin Whe SUeVenW
maUVhaling Wime, heUding Whe hRXUV

SRPHWKLQJ abRXW«cRQWHVWaWLRQV, cRQWHQdLQJ QaUUaWLYHV, WKH WXUbLdLW\ RI WKH WUXWK

YRX WHOO PH
DR SURSheWV VWill Zalk Whe eaUWh? Did Whe\ eYeU? WhaW SURShec\ dR \RX hRld?
HRZ dR Ze knRZ? Did ZRUdV cRme? WaV iW cRXUVing WhURXgh blRRd and RYeU
bRneV? Did \RX MXVW NQRZ? (I ZRn¶W jXdge; I MXVW NQRZ a lRW Rf WhingV, and WhaW¶V aV
gRRd aV faiWh). HRZ dR \RX decide Zhen WR VSeak? OWheUV Zill nR dRXbW WUXVW Whe
meVVage. DR \RX?

I ZRn¶W belabRU Whe VkeSWiciVm, WhRXgh, VXUe, iW¶V WheUe ²
WaUningV Rf FalVe PURSheWV
WaUningV Rf Self-FXlfilling PURShec\

² SURShec\ iV VR RfWen a ZaUning



Cielŋ



MediŶaŶion on Cielŋ

NR. 10
PURSKHV\. CLHOR. DRZQ ORZ.

³GRne. GRne. GRne be\Rnd be\Rnd. Hail Whe
gReU. Be\Rnd eYen cRnceiYing Rf a Slace
be\Rnd Zhich \RX can gR be\Rnd«´

I cannRW Va\ ZhaW cRmSelled Whe cUeaWiRn Rf WhiV caUd. I dR knRZ WhaW neiWheU ³Vk\´ nRU
³heaYen´ ZRXld dR. PeUhaSV Whe ZRUd ³cielR´ XniWeV Whe maWeUial facW Rf Whe Vk\ ² iWV
deSWh, ZiWhRXW bRUdeUV ² ZiWh Whe e[SanViYeneVV, RU ma\be inWimac\, Rf heaYen. TheUe
aUe WZR YiVXal facWV Rf WhiV caUd: iWV emSW\ VSace and Whe fRXU RUbV, VZiUlV Rf blXe and
SXUSle. The\ lRRk almRVW like fiVh eggV. (IQcXbaWLRQ. LLIH IRUPLQJ. SHHdLQJ cORXdV ZLWK
JXVWV RI ZLQd, JUaLQV RI dXVW. CUHaWLRQ. IQZaUd.) The WRS RUb iV laUgeU, cenWUall\ Slaced;
Whe bRWWRm WhUee RUbV aUe VmalleU and aligned in a hRUi]RnWal band.

SRPHWKLQJ abRXW WKUHH LQ RQH, RU RQH LQ WKUHH. TLH-d\H WULQLW\. TULSSLQJ, aV ZH dR.
EcKRHV RI QaXWLOXV VKHOOV. A VHQVH RI XQIXUOLQJ. TKH dLVVROXWLRQ RI WKLQJV LQ ZaWHU.

I¶OO JR aKHad aQd Va\ LW. I dRn¶W Ueall\ belieYe in heaYen (an\
mRUe Whan hell), and Rnl\ WhaW heaYen and hell WhaW I¶Ye made
fRU m\Velf. BXW if I can VWa\ ZiWh SeRSle¶V TXeVWiRnV and
ceUWiWXdeV abRXW ³heaYenl\´ WhingV, abRXW deaWh, angelV and
Whe XniYeUVe, When Ze can geW a lRW clRVeU WR each RWheU. And
Zhen WhaW haSSenV, mRUe Rf Whe cRVmRV can cRme inWR YieZ.

SR OHW PH aVN. WKHQ LW cRPHV WR VXcK WKLQJV,
ZKaW aUH \RXU TXHVWLRQV aQd cHUWLWXdHV?



Dŋƒn lŋƒ



MediŶaŶion on Dŋƒn lŋƒ

NR. 11
CLHOR. DRZQ ORZ. DaPaJH.

keeS iW Rn Whe d.l.

The d.l. TR Va\ RXW lRXd Whe fXll meaning Rf Whe iniWialV ² dRZn lRZ ² iV WR e[SRVe iWV
SRZeU. YRX¶Ue aVked WR keeS VRmeWhing Rn Whe d.l. VR aV WR keeS iW Vafe, aV a WUeaVXUe, a
hidden WUeaVXUe lRcked in a cedaUZRRd bR[, WR keeS iW VecUeW, WR keeS iW held in Whe
inWimaWe hXVh Rf ZhaWeYeU UelaWiRnVhiS WheUe iV beWZeen Whe Rne and Whe RWheU.

AUe \RX being aVked WR keeS VRmeWhing hXVh-hXVh?
AUe \RX Whe Rne needing \RXU VecUeW keSW?
WhaW WUXWh ZaiWV aW Whe bRWWRm, Za\ dRZn lRZ?

ViVXall\, I¶m Veeing YeUWical VWUeakV Rf UeddiVh-RUange and a feZ cRlXmnV Rf \ellRZ.
Oceanic WheUmal YenWV. US WRS (XS high) aUe fiYe blXe maUkV ² WeaUV? ² made b\
fliSSing WhiV caUd Rn iWV head and XVing fRUce WR Vling Whe SainW, nRW ³dRZn,´ bXW ³XS.´
(DiUecWiRn iVn¶W VR cleaU.) OXU mRRn iV WheUe, ZiWh a fUacWali]ed WUiangle held ZiWhin iW.
DRZn lRZ Rn Whe caUd iV a SXUSle, SeUSendicXlaU flXVh, ZiWh blXe VWUeakV and WhUee
SieUcing blXe RUbV. In WhiV mRmenW, I can'W make VenVe Rf iW, YiVXall\, aW leaVW. SRmeWhing'V
Rn Whe d.l., keSW eYen fURm me, eVSeciall\ fURm me.

WheVe aUe VRmeWimeV gUaYe maWWeUV, hRZ Ze negRWiaWe idenWiW\



Damage



MediŶaŶion on Damage

NR. 12
DRZQ ORZ. DaPaJH. BLJ LRYH.

Damage - aV YeUb - ZhaW led WR a VWaWe Rf bURkenneVV

bXW aUe \RX ³bURken´? am i?
i am WhaW i am.
SeUhaSV WhiV iV RXU naWXUal VWaWe?

PeUhaSV VRmeRne did XV haUm. PeUhaSV Ze did Whe haUm.
Damage can dURS XV deeSeU Whan meUe hXUW RU Sain.

ViVXall\, I¶m Veeing WhaW RUange and \ellRZ SainW, and black maUkeU, dRminaWe Whe caUd.
TR Whe lefW aUe UecWangleV VWacked Rn WRS Rf Rne anRWheU, almRVW like a Zall Rf a fRUWUeVV.
(IW¶V eYen bXWWUeVVed). The ZRUd µdamage¶ ViWV XndeU iW, VXggeVWing Whe fRXndaWiRn iVn¶W VR
VXUe. TR Whe UighW, a black ciUcle Rf geRmeWUic SieceV and YeUWical dRWV: a beaU claZ, RU
SeUhaSV a Vailing VhiS? I¶Ye alZa\V Veen a man¶V face ² VXggeVWed b\ an RUange
hRUi]RnWal line (e[Wending fURm Whe Zall) ² ZiWh a nRVe and gRaWee. CRlRni]eU, SeUhaSV.
The Zall iV dUained Rf cRlRU.

The VeTXence. WhaW Rf Whe VeTXence? FURm DRZQ ORZ WR DaPaJH WR BLJ LRYH?

I UeViVW VWRUieV WhaW Va\ VXffeUing iV UedemSWiYe. SXffeUing jXVW iV.
Damage, hRZeYeU, iV a YiRlaWiRn.

and \eW

Whe VeTXence WellV me WhaW BLJ LRYH aZaiWV ZhaW¶V ne[W



Big LŋƑe



MediŶaŶion on Big LŋƑe

NR. 13
FURm DaPaJH WR BLJ LRYH WR SaOW

³I ZaQW WR H[SORdH \RX´

TheVe ZRUdV RccXUUed neaU VXnXS, nRW lRng afWeUZaUdV. I ZaV Zalking alRng Whe VhRXldeU
Rf a WZR-lane highZa\ WhaW cXUYed dRZn a VWeeS, URck\ hill. Behind me, abRXW fRUW\ RWheU
SeRSle, VRme caUU\ing UelicV, URVaUieV and SUa\eU SeWiWiRnV (WhRVe VcUaSV Rf SaSeU ZiWh
hRSeV and feaUV inVcUibed in ink). I ZaV aW Whe fURnW Rf Whe line Rf SilgUimV. And aV Ze
finall\ Ueached Whe Slace ZheUe Whe hill¶V SiWch dURSSed Rff, and I VWeSSed inWR Whe VXnlighW
Rf Whe neZ da\, I ZaV YiViWed b\ ZhaW I haYe cRme WR call a YiViRn.

IW ZaVn¶W Whe heaYenV RSening. NR bXUning bXVh RU WUembling mRXnWain. NR WUXmSeWV,
eYen. NR Rne elVe kneZ iW haSSened, and I jXVW keSW Zalking. BXW iW WhXndeUed ²

³I ZaQW WR H[SORdH \RX´

I VaZ in m\ mind¶V e\e OXU SXn bXUning in SSace. SaZ Whe flameV giganWic, Whe chXUn Rf
VRlaU eVVence glRZing ZiWh a billiRn billiRn VhadeV and VhadRZV. SaZ iWV hXm, life
ZanWing WR liYe. (Of cRXUVe, I ZaV UeceiYing Whe neZ da\¶V lighW ² Rnl\ eighW and a half
minXWeV Rld ² inWR m\ e\eV and Rn m\ bRd\. BXW I¶Ye Veen a lRW Rf VXnUiVeV and Rnl\
e[SeUienced Rne like WhiV). The SXn leW me knRZ WhaW if WheUe ZaV Rne (ChUiVWian)
deYRWiRn WhaW ZaV mine WR befUiend (aV I ZaV nR lRngeU a ChUiVWian, and I ZaV Ueall\ hXng
XS Rn WhaW aW Whe Wime), iW ZaV Whe SacUed HeaUW Rf UniYeUVal LRYe. The HeaUW iV eWeUnal aV
eWeUnal can be and nR UeligiRn (RU VSecieV, RU SlaneW, fRU WhaW maWWeU) can la\ VRle claim WR
iW. The SXn didn¶W ³Well me.´ I jXVW kneZ iW ² MXVW NQHZ.

BXW, iW did Well me WhiV ²

³I ZaQW WR H[SORdH \RX´

AW leaVW, WhRVe aUe Whe ZRUdV m\ bUain cRXld SXW WR WhiV inWeUiRU haSSening. IW ZaV Whe
ZRUd ³e[SlRde´ I had WR ViW ZiWh fRU a lRng Wime. Didn¶W iW Veem a liWWle YiRlenW? Well, Whe
SXn¶V SURceVVeV aUe a liWWle YiRlenW. E[SlRde: iW meanV WR UeleaVe Whe inneU VRXnd, Whe



eUXSWiRn inVide. ThXndeU iV aiU e[SlRding RXWZaUd. When a cURZd e[SlRdeV in aSSlaXVe, iW
UeleaVeV inWR Whe Sh\Vical ZRUld all Whe emRWiRn geneUaWed ZiWhin, amRng. ThiV caUd, BLJ
LRYH, iV WhaW e[SlRViRn. OU Whe ZhRle deck iV. EiWheU Za\, WhaW¶V Whe VWRU\ ²

³I ZaQW WR H[SORdH \RX´

✳

A feZ RWheU nRWeV Rn BLJ LRYH

ThiV iV m\ VWRU\ and iW¶V imSRUWanW WR Well iW heUe, bXW I¶d alVR aVk

WhaW dReV BLJ LRYH cRnjXUe fRU \RX? DR \RX feel iW, fURm RWheUV RU in \RXUVelf?
When haYe \RX had diUecW cRnWacW ZiWh ³Whe diYine´? WhaW in \RX needV WR find
e[SUeVViRn RXWVide \RXUVelf?

ThiV caUd cRmeV afWeU DaPaJH, VR I¶m geWWing WhaW an\Whing I mighW call ³infiniWe lRYe´ iV
WR be fRXnd eYen WheUe, ZiWhin Whe damage. ThiV caUd iV fRllRZed b\ SaOW, Whe gUeaW
cleanVeU, Whe SRUWal RSeneU, Whe keeSeU Rf RXU fRRd, Whe keeSeU Rf RXU life.

✳

And laVWl\, fURm Whe SReW-SUieVW EUneVWR CaUdinal

³GUaYiWaWiRn SURdXced WheUmal eneUg\: lighW and heaW.
ThaW iV WR Va\ lRYe.´



SalŶ



MediŶaŶion on SalŶ

NR. 14
FURm BLJ LRYH cRmeV SaOW, fURm WhaW cRmeV WKaW LV

Zalk WR Whe maUVh b\ Whe Veam Rf Whe Vea

and ZaWch

hRZ cRUmRUanWV and gXllV
dR WhRVe UiWeV Rf

eaWing and being

hRZ hRl\ heURnV dR
hRZ mRllXVkV and VeaZeed dR
hRZ ValW eURdeV all edge

beWZeen

eaUWh and Widal VZell
headZaWeUV and deeS
\RX me and eYeU\ kind Rf Whing

✳

I¶m Veeing Rcean deSWhV. AW Whe bRWWRm iV all RUange and Ued, in diagRnal bandV, ZiWh
ZhaW cRXld be bXbbleV UiVing fURm Whe Veabed ² bUeaWh Rf Whe eaUWh, iWV hRmeRVWaViV, iWV
gRUgeRXV heaW ² befRUe Ueaching VWUaWified bandV Rf blXe, gUeen, SXUSle and aTXa XS WRS,
ZheUe a feZ lineV indicaWe mRYemenW beWZeen Whem. TheVe aUe all kindV Rf cXUUenWV.

SalW. PRXU VRme RXW in a ciUcle fRU SURWecWiRn.
SalW. Mi[ ZiWh ZaWeU WR SXUif\ ZhaW needV iW.



SalW. CRndXcWRU.
SalW. CRnVecUaWRU.
SalW. SalYaWiRn, eYen.
SalW. HRZ Ze leaUned WR eaW RXU fRRd.
SalW. Of Whe EaUWh, held deeS, fRXnd b\ Za\ Rf mineV.
SalW. Of Whe Sea, held eYeU\ZheUe, fRXnd b\ leaning back.

SalW haV clRVe kin in WhiV deck: DHOWa (NR. 19), SZHaW (NR. 28), CU\LQJ (NR. 29), and
CRRNLQJ PRW (NR. 39).

be\Rnd Whe caUdV, i ZRndeU, ZhaW iV Whe VSiUiW Rf ValW?

ZhaW¶V eURding, b\ Za\ Rf eaUWh Vea Zind?
ZhaW SRUWalV RSen heUe?
fURm ZhaW dR \RX need SURWecWiRn?
ZhaW aUe \RX SXUif\ing \RXUVelf Rf?

aQd a PXQdaQH bXW cUXcLaO TXHVWLRQ

haYe \RX alUead\ ValWed Whe SaVWa ZaWeU, becaXVe Ze ZanW iW ValW\ aV Whe Vea



WhaŶ iŭ



MediŶaŶion on WhaŶ iŭ

NR. 15
BefRUe WhiV, SaOW. AfWeU WhiV, TKHIW.

I¶m Veeing aURXnd Whe caUd a bRUdeU Rf dRWV ²nRW enWiUel\ VXUURXnding iW, bXW laUgel\.
TheUe¶V a gUeen VZiUl WRZaUd Whe bRWWRm, ZiWh liWWle WXfWV aURXnd iW, and Rne ValmRn Sink
bXUVW ZiWh a VWaU in Whe middle. IW lRRkV like a cacWXV RU an eYenW in VSace ² deaWh Rf a
VWaU, RU, SeUhaSV, iWV biUWh. IW iV ZhaW iW iV.

if a cacWXV, i Va\, WhiV iV WhaW iV
if a VWaU, in biUWh RU deaWh, i Va\

(alVR)

WhiV iV
WhaW iV

SRmebRd\ aVked me Rne da\ ZhaW GRd ZaV ² RU if nRW ³GRd´ SeU Ve, When DiYiniW\ RU
The UlWimaWe. M\ Rff-Whe-cXff anVZeU ZaV VRmeWhing like, ³eYeU\Whing in Whe maWeUial
and eneUgeWic XniYeUVe.´ BXW VeSaUaWing RXW maWWeU fURm eneUg\ iVn¶W TXiWe UighW, VR I¶Ye
Wended WRZaUd Whe langXage Rf WhiV caUd: WhaW iV

ZhaW ZaV in Whe beginning
ZhaW iV, UighW heUe and UighW nRZ
and ZhaWeYeU Vhall be

(nRWhing¶V nRW hRl\, \RX knRZ)
(inVRfaU aV ³hRl\´ iV a XVefXl ZRUd)

SXUe, bXW bUing iW hRme ²

The ViWXaWiRn aW hand iV nRZ laid baUe WR Rnl\ WHAT IS

ZhaW dR \RX make Rf iW?
hRZ dR \RX feel?



\RXU fingeU WhURb fURm Whe WhRUn?
\RX VWXnned b\ Whe e[SlRViRn?
haV \RXU VXn, \RXU cenWeU, ceaVed?

IW cRXld alVR be a TXeVWiRn: WhaW iV?

UaUe and SUeciRXV aUe Whe cacWXV blRRmV
WhaW fURm eaUWh and dU\neVV blXVh
WR Whe VhadeV Rf a d\ing VXnVeW
VR damn VZeeW, iW mXVW be, fRU Whe
Vmall Zild beeV WR Rnl\ dUink and dUink
and cXUl XS in amRngVW Whe SeWalV
WR VleeS, Will SaVW anRWheU daZn
Zhen WR UiVe inWR Whe ZRUld \eW again

Wake iW

WhaW iV

SUa\ iW inWR \RXU bRneV
hXm iW ZiWh Whe VSheUeV
fUee iW dRZn WR hell

Rh \eV
Rh \eV

UeleaVe
UeleaVe



ThefŶ



MediŶaŶion on ThefŶ

NR. 16
WKaW LV - TKHIW - AUcKaQJHO

Like all WhaW Vand Rn all WhRVe beacheV ² innXmeUable, WhaW iV ² VR iW iV ZiWh Whe
XnUemiWWing VlighWV, aUURZV, haUmV. ThRVe WhaW fl\ fURm mind, mRXWh and hand. And WhRVe
WhaW SieUce RXU VideV like SW. SebaVWian. BXW I¶m nR VainW. (Sa\V ZKR?). TheVe WhefWV haYe
lefW an XneaVe, a VSace WhaW can¶W be filled ZiWh mRUe Rf Whe Vame, VR nRZ Whe TXeVWiRn iV:

WhaW aUe Ze gRing WR dR abRXW iW?
(iW¶V nRW Whe Rnl\ TXeVWiRn)

When \RX lRRk aW Whe ViWXaWiRn, ZheUe¶V Whe WhefW?
WhaW haYe \RX VWRlen?
WhaW haV been Waken fURm \RX?

ThefW Rf life? Of an indiYidXal? Famil\? GeneUaWiRn? A ZhRle SeRSle? ThefW Rf VSiUiWXal
V\VWemV? SacUed Te[WV? DanceV, RU gRdV, RU Whe fUeedRm WR mRYe a dUeam inWR Whe ZRUld
Rf fleVh?

(VR man\ TXeVWiRnV, bXW neYeU WRR man\)

I¶m Veeing WhUee cRlRUV in WhiV caUd: a SXUSle-blXe fURm XS WRS, flRZing inWR a
gUe\-bURZn-black (aVh), and ending aW Whe bRWWRm in a ZaYe Rf ZaWeU\, Sale RUange.
SXUURXnding iW aUe blRckV RU UecWangleV in black maUkeU. TheVe blRckV fill eYeU\ VSace
aYailable WR Whem ² \eW inVide each blRck iV a VSace ² ZhiWe VSace, emSW\ VSace, Whe
YRid Rf VSace ² and I ZRndeU Zh\. CindeU blRck cUaWeUV. The hRllRZing Rf WhefW.

(SR HQdV WKH VHcRQd VXLWH)



Aũchangel



MediŶaŶion on Aũchangel

NR. 17
FURm TKHIW WR AUcKaQJHO, fURm AUcKaQJHO WR DUHaP

licking flameV Rf heaYen¶V manifRld chRUXV

manifeVW
heUe belRZ

² m\ Rnl\ caXWiRn ZiWh angelV: gR VlRZ ²

Whe cRlliViRn
Rf fiUe and ice, RU maWWeU and YRid (if \RX Zill)

Zill UefXVe cheaS glanceV

Zill demand \RXU ZUeVWling aUm
demand \RX Wake \RXUVelf VeUiRXVl\

✳

We dRn¶W need WR be Rn Whe Vame Sage abRXW WhiV, bXW I dR feel I haYe WR aVk ²

WheUe dR \RX VWand ZiWh angelV?
HaYe \RX felW Whe SUeVence Rf Rne befRUe? HeaUd iWV YRice, VRng, RU VcUeam, iWV
echR RU iWV hXm? HRZ did \RX knRZ iW ZaV an angel? OU, nRW an angel? Wh\ iV
WheiU e[iVWence in VXch TXeVWiRn? IV iW WR \RX? In \RXU mind¶V e\e, iV WheiU ZhRle
lRRk laXghable RU WeUUible? (TR WKH H[WHQW SRVVLbOH, OHW JR RI \RXU JLJJOHV abRXW
aQJHOV. DRQ¶W VXSSUHVV LW ² RIIHU LWV UHOHaVH WR ZKaWHYHU \RX VHHN). CRXld \RX
enWeUWain Whe SRVVibiliW\ Rf being nRW afUaid? And laVWl\, ZhaW Rf Whe hieUaUch\, Whe
VWaWXV, fRU Ze¶Ye nRZ been YiViWed b\ an aUchangel.



✳

ViVXall\, I¶m Veeing WhUee lRng lineV Rf SainW ² angelV? ² The\ aUe blXe and Whe\ aUe
Ueaching fURm Whe RUange\-Ued flameV XS WRS all Whe Za\ dRZn WR Whe ZRUd ³aUchangel´ aW
Whe bRWWRm. On eiWheU Vide Rf Whe figXUeV aUe all WheVe blXe, meVV\ hRUi]RnWal lineV Rn a
VingXlaU VWem (UecWangXlaU and VWill VRmehRZ YegeWal, aV fURndV). AW Whe bRWWRm lefW, in
black maUkeU, iV VRmeWhing almRVW like a laddeU. Black dRWV flRaW aURXnd mRVW Rf Whe caUd.

SRme RWheU WhRXghWV gR like WhiV ²

Like BLJ LRYH (NR. 13), AUcKaQJHO UefXVeV UeligiRXV VilR.

17 iV a SUime nXmbeU ² like an aUchangel, diYiVible Rnl\ b\ The One and iWVelf.

KnRZ WhaW aUchangelV, accRUding WR VRme ancienW ZUiWeUV, aUen¶W Whe XlWimaWe ²
Whe\¶Ue UaWheU lRZl\, haYing WR meVV aURXnd ZiWh hXmanV aV mXch aV Whe\ dR.

NaXghW\ angelV ² The Fallen ² WaXghW XV ZUiWing, Ueading, Ueading Whe VWaUV,
heUbaliVm, make XS and meWallXUg\. GRd bleVV WhRVe SURmeWhean UebelV.

CRnVideU WhaW \RX, WRR, aUe an angel.

✳

³WHOO I¶OO MXVW OLcN aQ aQJHO MXVW WR SXULI\ aJaLQ
ORK, aQJHOV aUH IXQ ² WKH\¶UH VR IXQ ²

SR dUHVV PH XS, I OLNH LW bH bHWWHU LI ZH bRWK SUHWHQd
YHaK, PaNH ORYH WLOO ZH¶UH QXPb´

² Janelle MRnae



Dũeam



MediŶaŶion on Dũeam

NR. 18
AUcKaQJHO cRmeV befRUe WhiV, DHOWa afWeU

³DRn¶W dUeam iW, be iW.´ ² DU. FUank-N-FXUWeU, fURm TKH RRcN\ HRUURU PLcWXUH SKRZ,
cU\ing, Rn a flRaW\, in a VZimming SRRl, VRRn WR die

YLVLRQV RI UHaOQHVV ² KaSSHQLQJV LQ WKH PLQd¶V H\H aQd LQ VXbWOHU SOacHV, WRR

SR iW ZaV ZiWh me and Whe Sink WUiangle

OQ SLOJULPaJH. IQ ULWXaO. AW QLJKW. AZaNH. IW caPH. TR PH.

SRmeRne had Vaid VRmeWhing abRXW hRZ each Rf XV aUe a XniTXe faceW Rf GRd and Rnl\ b\
liYing RXU WUXWhV can Ze hRnRU RXU diYiniW\. I dRn¶W Whink iW ZaV ³GRd´ ZhR VhRZed me
WhiV ² bXW ma\be iW ZaV, RU an angel, RU m\ RZn Sla\fXl imaginaWiRn ² ZhR WRRk WhaW
Sink, dRZnZaUd-WXUned WUiangle and VlRZl\, WendeUl\ SXVhed iW inWR me, UadiaWed iW inWR
m\ cheVW, m\ bUeaVW, m\ heaUW. BXW I gRW Whe meVVage

³Be ga\. Be ga\ aV IXcN.´

Pink WUiangleV call me WR heUe ² Ga\ SeRSle SeUVecXWed, hXnWed dRZn and mXUdeUed fRU
being VR. Then alRng came AIDS. QXeeUV VhifWing eneUg\, SRliWicV, cRmmXniW\. QXeeUV
gUaSSling ZiWh deaWh. QXeeUV calling Rn anceVWRUV.

(BH ZLWK PH, SOHaVH, P\ SUHcLRXV aQcHVWRUV)

The ZRUd ³dUeam´ callV me WR Whe healing WemSleV ZheUe \RX¶d SUa\ ² SXUif\ and
VacUifice and SUa\ ² fRU a healing dUeam

chURnic VXffeUing, chWhRnic VXUfacing
blXUUing UealiWieV
gXideV WhURXgh YaUiRXV VWaWeV Rf cRnVciRXVneVV

TheUmal YenWV Rn Whe Rcean flRRU



DelŶa



MediŶaŶion on DelŶa

NR. 19
FURm DUHaP, WR DHOWa, WR EcKR

UiYeU¶V end

a VWead\ alZa\V ZheUe

VilW
and VRXnd

dR gR Rn

Va\ing, m\ belRYed iV mine

and i

i am hiV

✳

I am Veeing VR man\ WhingV in WhiV caUd. FiUVW, Whe cRlRUV. The WRS half iV a lighW SXUSle, Whe
bRWWRm half RUange\-\ellRZ. TheVe fieldV Rf cRlRU aUen¶W flaW, bXW la\eUed, aV lRng and lRZ
bankV Rf clRXdV RU Whe lineV Rf Vand aW ZaWeU¶V laSSing edge. In black maUkeU, aW Whe cenWeU
iV a VWUeam Rf lineV SXlled WR a naUURZ SRinW WR Whe UighW, biVecWing Whe caUd: WZR meVV\
VZiUlV Rn eiWheU Vide Rf WhiV diYide: Whe bRWWRm mRYing clRckZiVe, Whe WRS
cRXnWeU-clRckZiVe. (TheVe aUe nRW cRnWUadicWRU\, nRW aW all.) US WRS aUe UandRm dRWV ²
like liWWle gnaWV RU flieV ² WhRXgh dRZn belRZ, Whe\ becRme RUdeUed inWR YeUWical VWUeamV.

infiniWe changeabiliW\
feUWile, fecXnd, and fXll
geneURXV cUeaWUi[



DelWa: a UegiRn in Whe SRXWh, jXVW eaVW Rf ZheUe I gUeZ XS, ZheUe Black SeRSle ZeUe made
WR ZRUk Black VRil, Whe ZealWh Rf aeRnV Sillaged

DelWa: ZheUe Whe UiYeU emSWieV iWVelf WR VRmeWhing laUgeU
DelWa: a YaUianW Rf Whe cRURnaYiUXV
DelWa: CHANGE ITSELF ǻ

³TKH RQO\ OaVWLQJ WUXWK LV CKaQJH.´

✳

WheUe iV WhiV UiYeU gRing?
WhaW iV iWV fRUce and flRZ?

InWR ZheUe dReV iW RSen?
WhaW¶V haSSening abRYe, and belRZ, and hRZ aUe Whe\ UelaWed? OU

nRW?
WhaW dReV iW mean WR WUXVW Whe UiYeU?

TR \ield \RXU bRd\ WR Whe Black eaUWh?
TR RffeU WheVe bRneV WR big fiVh, mRllXVkV, VeaZeed and anceVWUal

ZhaleV?

aVk \RXU TXeVWiRnV, \eV

bXW nR, dRn¶W hRld VR WighWl\ WR WheVe

anVZeUV



Echŋ



MediŶaŶion on Echŋ

NR. 20
CRming befRUe, DHOWa, cRming afWeU, MHdLcLQH

in Whe beginning ZaV nRW Whe ZRUd bXW VRmeWhing mRUe SXbWle and FieUce
eYeU\Whing elVe iV Rnl\ an EchR

ZhaW claS, e[clamaWiRn RU e[SlRViRn VeW Rff Whe VRXndV againVW can\Rn ZallV?

cacRShRn\ RU chaRV
d.m.W. feYeU dUeamV
Whe ShaVing beWZeen fRUmV ² hXman, animal and RWheUZiVe
delicaWe SandemRniXm ² Sah, Sah, Whe SUa\eUV, SleaV, SageanWV, SaUadeV, SendXlXmV,
SRWenW, SRUWenW, SaVW, SeVWilence, SURceed, SURcUeaWiRn, SeVWeU, SeZWeU, SURWein, SRZeU,
SURlRng, SUeemSW, SRXU, SRXU, SRXU RXW libaWiRnV

URaU, URaU, URaU \RXU liRn

hRUnV, VWaUV, VcaleV, cRckV, dUi]]le, bXbble, claS and Vhake
mRYe inWR WhiV chambeU ² V R P a ² XnVSRRled

RnRmaWRSReia failV XV heUe, leWWeUV and ZRUdV and ShUaVeV fail XV, WR XndeUVWand Whe bRdil\
cRncXVViRn Rf VRXnd WR fleVh in VR SRZeUfXl an echR aV WhiV...bXW i¶m geWWing lRVW in WheVe
ZRUdV« iW¶V all an echR ² VWRS ² liVWen ² WR Whe VRXUce Rf ZhaW Ze¶Ue heaUing

baWV, ZhaleV, dRlShinV
Walking acURVV RceanV WhURXgh ZaWeU
a delicac\ diVUXSWed b\ ZaU

a SaUenWal ZaUning: dRn¶W make me UeSeaW m\Velf

ThiV caUd iV UelaWed, in VR man\ Za\V, WR TKXQdHUcOaS (NR. 7)



Medicine



MediŶaŶion on Medicine

NR. 21
EcKR WR MHdLcLQH WR POa\

MHdLcLQH mighW SRinW WR ZhaW Ze XVXall\ UefeU WR Zhen Ze Va\ medicine, WhRVe WhingV
XVed WR WUeaW RU manage Sh\Vical cRndiWiRnV and V\mSWRmV. If iW iV, When WhiV caUd cRXld
bUing XS a lRW ² WKaW¶V LW VXSSRVHd WR bH WUHaWLQJ? WKaW aUH WKH JRaOV RI WKLV caUH? WKaW
LI WKLV LV a cKURQLc cRQdLWLRQ? HRZ LV \RXU bRd\? HRZ aUH \RX IHHOLQJ, LQ \RXU bRd\ aQd
LQ \RXU KHaUW (\RXU VRXO, bXW aOVR \RXU KHaUW-KHaUW), ULJKW QRZ, MXVW LQ WKLV PRPHQW?

Of cRXUVe, medicine iVn¶W jXVW a Sh\Vical Whing. OXU ZRXndV and SaWhZa\V WR healing
aUen¶W jXVW Sh\Vical, RU RbVeUYable. The\¶Ue emRWiRnal. PV\chRlRgical. SRmaWic. S\mbRlic.

Medicine iV alVR VSiUiW. PilgUimV in Whe ancienW MediWeUUanean ZRXld WU\ WR meeW Whe
healing gRd AVcleSiXV in WheiU dUeamV. SRmeWimeV he¶d heal \RX UighW WheUe. SRmeWimeV
he¶d giYe \RX a Uegimen (Rf mRYemenW, Rf heUbV, Rf baWhing) WR fRllRZ. WhaW medicine
mighW \RXU dUeamV hRld? LeW Whem VhRZ \RX ZhaW Whe\ need WR VhRZ \RX.

ViVXall\, I¶m Veeing SXUSle blRbV in an e[SanVe Rf blXe, ZiWh dRWV eYeU\ZheUe in Whe WRS
half Rf Whe image. US and WR Whe UighW cRUneU iV an iUUegXlaU, inZaUd WXUning VSiUal,
biVecWed b\ a Vingle band Rf UeddiVh-RUange, Zhich When blendV inWR Whe blXeV.

AUH WKHVH MHOO\ILVK? WKaW dR MHOO\ILVK QHHd WR WHacK \RX?
(A cROOHcWLYH RI MHOO\ILVK LV caOOHd a VPacN RU a bORRP)

M\ fUiend Kal\SVR died aW Whe beginning Rf Whe Sandemic, a Rne-in-a-milliRn caVe Rf Whe
flX, Whe\ Vaid. She¶V a daXghWeU Rf Whe ZaWeUV, knRZV Whe Za\V Rf Whe Ocean¶V medicine.

And, aW laVW, YiVXal ZiVdRm fURm deaU fUiendV ZhR imagine:

PaJLc PXVKURRPV WKaW WRda\ ZLOO KHOS PH ORYH P\VHOI bHWWHU aQd PRUH
WKRURXJKO\. bRdLOHVV WXWXV. VHOI-PHdLcaWLRQ, VHOI-NQRZOHdJH aQd
VHOI-UHOLaQcH. UHWURVSHcW aQd cOaULW\. a ZRUOd PaS.



PlaƘ



MediŶaŶion on PlaƘ

NR. 22
MHdLcLQH cRmeV befRUe, HaOORZHd afWeU

Time WR dURS Whe SUeWenVe. DURS Whe VeUiRXVneVV. DURS Whe inhibiWiRnV. DURS Whe Whick
VWRne ZallV Rf m\ head and heaUW inWR Whe hXngU\ eaUWh VR WhaW, Xnfenced and XnbUidled, I
² YRX ² We ² can Sla\.

WanW WhaW jXic\ VSiUiWXal WUanVfRUmaWiRn Whe\ keeS Walking abRXW? Pla\.

\RX NQRZ, VSUaZOLQJ VWRU\. ORRVH UXOHV. ORRVH HQdV.
aQRWKHU LWHUaWLRQ RI WKH XQNQRZQ.

The RUdeU Rf Whe caUdV iV YiWal. The SUeVcUiSWiRn iV MHdLcLQH, Zhich iV fXlfilled WhURXgh
POa\, Zhich can HaOORZ \RXU life ² Whe URXWe WR hRlineVV iV Sla\ing

SOa\ QLcH ZLWK RWKHUV aQd
SOa\ QLcH ZLWK \RXUVHOI

SOa\, MXVW SOa\
ZLWK \RXUVHOI

ViVXall\, I¶m Veeing anRWheU SaUed dRZn caUd, Rne WhaW¶V UelaWiYel\ ³VimSle´ and
³VWUaighWfRUZaUd.´ BXW nRW. US WRS, aUe WhRVe bXbbleV? PeUhaSV. The\¶Ue ceUWainl\ RUbV Rf
SXUSle, Sink, \ellRZ, RUange and blXe. DRZn belRZ. I dRn¶W knRZ, can \RX Well me. HaUSV?
Pan SiSeV? (Pan iV ceUWainl\ aW hiV ZRUk). TheUe aUe alVR Sink ³figXUeV´ ² lank\ \eW Whick
lineV, WhUee Rf Whem, all aW Whe Vame leYel.

TKH ILJXUHV aUH bHLQJV, VWUaQJHUV bXW QRW VR
VWUaQJH ² aOLHQV, ETV ² aQd WKH RUbV VR PaQ\
ZRUOdV aQd JaOa[LHV. WH¶UH RQ a VWaUVKLS, JRLQJ
ZKHUH ZH¶UH JRLQJ WR JR



Hallŋƒed



MediŶaŶion on Hallŋƒed

NR. 23
PUeceded b\ POa\ and fRllRZed b\ RRW

heUe. nRZ.

Zh\ UXVh VR TXickl\ RYeU Whe Salm Rf Whe XniYeUVe?
Zh\ WXUn VR TXickl\ fURm \RXU RZn anVZeUV?
fURm \RXU TXeVWiRnV?

Wake Whem, inWR \RXU handV, and

\ield

WR Whe caYeUn dZelleUV
WheVe SieceV Rf
\RX

hallRZed: hRZ \RX make iW hRl\:
hRl\: iW alUead\ iV: and deeSeU and deeSeU iW can be:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY: YRX

(aQd SaUdRQ P\ OaQJXaJH)

hRl\ fXck

dRZn heUe liYe deYilV, demRnV, hellbendeUV, and VXch

(aQd VR dR aQJHOV)

I¶m Veeing WhUee black and SXUSle figXUeV in a cenWUal SaUW Rf Whe caUd. The\ aUe
VXUURXnded (encaVed? enWRmbed? enVhUined?) b\ RUange, \ellRZ, SXUSle, and black
maUkeU. La\eUV bRWh bleed inWR each RWheU and aUe diVWincW. La\eUV Rf URck. La\eUV Rf
eaUWh. Flame VWUaWa.



RŋŶ



MediŶaŶion on RŋŶ

NR. 24
HaOORZHd, When RRW, When IW¶V WUXH

decRmSRViWiRn iV

and i Zill nRW be XSVeW if \RX call iW gURWeVTXe
nR need WR be clinical abRXW iW

leW iW URW
leW iW URW

(WKLV KXUWV)
leW iW URW

leW iW gR
leW gR
leW gR

leW gR, WhiV WRR
WheVe WhaW enWeUed Whe bRd\ aV WR[in

XnbecRming becRming

✳

TheUe¶V a TRZHU TXaliW\ WR WhiV caUd ² Whe falling Rf VWRneV and mighW\ cedaUV, e[ceSW
inVWead Rf fiUe and lighWing and WeUUible URaU, iW¶V Whe TXieW leaYing Rf bUeaWh. SRmeWhing
akin WR Whe diVinWegUaWiRn Rf cellV, aWRmV, ceUWain bRndV. ThiV caUd iV Whe WZenW\-fRXUWh, VR
Ze¶Ue halfZa\ WhURXgh Whe deck.

A nRWe Rn caUd RUdeU: eYen Whe hRl\ URWV, iW¶V WUXe. ThiV WUXWh iV nRW ZiWhRXW iWV meUcieV.

(SR HQdV WKH WKLUd VXLWH)



IŶ̡ŭ ŶũŽe



MediŶaŶion on IŶ̡ŭ ŶũŽe

NR. 25
FURm RRW WR IW¶V WUXH, IW¶V WUXH WR TRXcK

IW¶V WUXH cRnfURnWV me.
IW¶V WUXH. IW¶V TUXe? BRld declaUaWiRn.

BXW KRZ TXLcNO\ ZH UHWUHaW IURP WKH WUXWKV ZH NQRZ LQVLdH, WKRVH ZRUdOHVV WUXWKV

Can Ze UeVW in ZhaW \RX knRZ WR be WUXe?
Can Ze, like JacRb ZUeVWling Whe angel (RU ZaV iW GRd?), ZUeVWle ZiWh WheVe WUXWhV?

PeUhaSV iW iVn¶W WUXe afWeU all. PeUhaSV iW iV.
MRYe heUe.

ViVXall\, I¶m Veeing URRWV Rf a]XUe Ueaching inWR a cRUal baVe, Whe baVe WhaW e[WendV
aURXnd Whe caUd in a diamRndback SaWWeUn. (WUHaWKHd LQ a SQaNH ² OXURbRURV ²
LHYLaWKaQ) TheUe iV a SRUWal, a VTXaUed-Rff aUchZa\, Rf maXYe. TRZaUd Whe bRWWRm Rf
WheVe WimbeUV aUe blXe URRWV. WiWhin Whe aUchZa\ aUe WhUee hRUi]RnWal bandV ² WZR aUe
blXe and SXUSle, Rne iV RUange\-Ued. TheUe¶V a Vingle RUb ² WhiV mRUning¶V VXn...each
mRUning¶V VXn. BXW if Whe VXn iV Rn WKaW Vide, ZhaW¶V Rn WKLV Vide? Which Vide aUe Ze Rn?
(DReV iW maWWeU? YRX Well me.)

UniYeUValV aUen¶W needed heUe. The\ cUXmble, like dXVW inWR dXVW.
We¶Ue afWeU VRmeWhing mXch mRUe SaUWicXlaU.

i cannRW Va\ ZhaW WheVe caUdV ³mean´
UighW nRZ RU an\ RWheU Wime

leaVW Rf all Zhen i made Whem
bXW Whe\¶Ue inching me clRVeU WR ZhaW i Whink Whe\ mean

VlRZl\, VlRZl\
clRVeU, a liWWle clRVeU



TŋŽch



MediŶaŶion on TŋŽch

NR. 26
IW¶V WUXH, When TRXcK, When FaQc\

³Blind lRYing ZUeVWling WRXch, VheaWh¶d hRRded VhaUS-WRRWh¶d WRXch!
Did iW make \RX ache VR, leaYing me?´

Whe WRXch Rf \RX, Rf me, WRgeWheU, WR gaWheU in

XniW\ XniRn fXViRn cUXiVing dRing aV Ze¶Ue dRing

bUXiVing
Whe WendeUeVW

✳

lRVV Rf WhiV, Rf hand enWZined, hand Rn m\ face, m\
hiS, enciUcling, enUaSWXUing
Whe glRU\ and majeVW\ Rf WhiV UighW heUe, eYeU\Whing
elecWUiciW\ SaVVing beWZeen XV

SRmeWhing iV bRWh micURVcRSic and cRVmic in VcRSe
SRmeWhing abRXW YiVible and inYiVible bRXndaUieV

WhaW¶V gRing Rn ZiWh WhiV VHQVaWLRQ Rf WRXch? WhR iV WRXching \RX? WhaW, RU ZhR, aUe
\RX? WhaW aUe \RX WRXching? WhR? When aUe \RX WRXching inWR? HRZ lRng haYe \RX
gRne ZiWhRXW? IV WhiV gUeaW? AZfXl? AZeVRme?

(WUaXma liYeV heUe, WRR ² VR XnVSeakable VR )



FancƘ



MediŶaŶion on FancƘ

NR. 27
TRXcK - FaQc\ - SZHaW

FaQc\ iV a maWWeU Rf SeUVSecWiYe
FaQc\ RXghW WR be a delighW Rf an indXlgence
FaQc\ ZeaYeV iWVelf inWR RXU fanWaVieV

³TR Whine RZn Velf be WUXe´

SRmeWhing abRXW ² GlamRU. LXVWeU. E[WUaYagance. EnchanWmenW.
YRX SXW Rn Whe fanc\ RXWfiW WR gR RXW, WR Vee and be Veen.

When dReV Whe fanWaV\ VWRS being fXn? When dReV iW VWRS? ThingV Wake Rn a life Rf
WheiU RZn. DR I like liYing heUe? In WhiV VWRU\ I¶Ye VR eaUneVWl\ VSXn?

SSin, VSin aURXnd. SSin RXU fanc\, SaVW Whe SRinW Rf ecVWaV\. Be\Rnd eYen cRnceiYing Rf a
Slace be\Rnd Zhich \RX can gR be\Rnd.

I¶m Veeing a TXaliW\ Rf dUiS and gliVWen, Rf VRmeWhing bHda]]OHd. Ma\be Rne Rf WhRVe
URRm diYideUV ZiWh Whe beadV hanging dRZn. YRX knRZ ZhaW I¶m Walking abRXW?

(I can heaU iW, Whe mXWed VRXndV Rf SlaVWic RU ZRRden beadV.
When Whe\¶Ue ZRRd, \RX can VRUW Rf Vee WhURXgh Whe diYideU, bXW

nRW enWiUel\. UnfRcXV \RXU e\eV and \RX can Vee Whe beach RU Whe mRXnWain,
Whe miUage SUinWed Rn a WhRXVand VhaUdV, VWUXng WRgeWheU jXVW VR-VR.

FRcXV \RXU e\eV, WhRXgh, and \RX can Vee inWR Whe ne[W URRm.)

BXW if Whe VWUing Rf hRl\ beadV aUe cleaU, Whe\ can caWch Whe eYening lighW and, ZheWheU
diamRndV RU dRllaU-VWRUe knRck-RffV, iW¶V beaXWifXl. TheUe¶V VR mXch VSace beWZeen Whe
VWUandV. BeWZeen Whem iV a black ³YRid´ VXUURXnded b\ black dRWV. TheUe¶V a ZhiWe
³cURVV´ aW cenWeU. ThiV iV m\VWeUiRXV, RminRXV eYen. (BeZaUe cUXVadeUV and WheiU daUk
fanWaVieV). SWill, Whe VWaUV keeS dancing. CUafW Whe fanWaV\ and leW RWheUV fan Whe flameV.

gR fRUWh - make belieYe



SƒeaŶ



MediŶaŶion on SƒeaŶ

NR. 28
FaQc\ befRUe SZHaW, afWeU WhaW cRmeV CU\LQJ

³JLYHV PH a KRW aQd cROd IHYHU
OHaYHV PH LQ a cRRO, cRRO VZHaW´

I¶m Veeing VR man\ WhingV, bXW Rnl\ WhUee cRlRUV: black, ZhiWe, and SXUSle. (PXUSle, a
UR\al cRlRU. BXW ZhaW elVe iV SXUSle WR \RX?) US WRS aUe lRckV and haiU, dUiSSing ZiWh
VZeaW. AURXnd Whe RWheU bRUdeUV aUe dRWV. And flecked acURVV Whe caUd aUe bliSV in
mXUmXUaWiRn. FUXiW flieV? TheUe¶V a jXic\ VWaU. And Rf cRXUVe Whe WhUee SXUSle, inYeUWed
WUiangleV ZiWh WheiU endV dUiSSing dRZn; WheVe aUe beefieU figXUeV Whan Whe angelV Rf
AUcKaQJHO (NR. 17), HaOORZHd (NR. 21), RU POa\ (NR. 23). ThiV iV Rnl\ ZhaW I Vee.

VZeaW SXUifieV, cleanV RXW WR[inV ² feelV WhaW Za\, aW leaVW ²

(H[XdLQJ SURcHVVHV RI WK\ WKURHV, WK\ SHUWXUbaWLRQV, WK\ VZHHW UHOHaVH)

and, WR m\ nRVe, LQWR[LcaWHV ²

³Whe VcenW Rf WheVe aUm-SiWV / aURma fineU Whan SUa\eU´

VZHaW \RXUVHOI LQWR WKH ULYHU RI PH

And \eW ²
If \RX heaU an indicWmenW WR ZRUk haUdeU ² TLPH WR VZHaW ² XnheaU iW
LiVWen inVWead WR Whe Ocean¶V ZUeVWling ZaYeV

SZHaW LW RXW. I ZanW \RXU feYeU WR bUeak. I ZanW WhiV fRU \RX.
ThRXgh I cannRW ZanW iW fRU \RX aV mXch aV \RX can.

BUHaN a VZHaW. ThiV iV gRRd and healing medicine.
Dig URRWV, haXl bUXVh, RU UXn b\ Whe UiYeU¶V edge.



GR Rn. GR ahead. GR haUd.
Wanna dance? Dance inWR a fUen]\, an ecVWaV\, an ecVWaV\ & RbliYiRn ²
Dance XV bRWh WR WheUe

When dURS.
dURS. dURSleWV. dUiS. dURne. dUag. dUXg. dUenched.

[and nRZ, Ze bUeaWhe]

In Whe VR-called ³GRRd BRRk,´ Whe ZRUd ³VZeaW´ VhRZV XS WZice, Rnce in Whe beginning
Rf a lRng aUc, Rnce aW Whe end Rf anRWheU.

BXW I SUefeU RWheU VWRUieV. The\ Va\ Whe m\Whical RiYeU DinXU (Whe fieU\ UiYeU) iV cUadle and
gUaYe WR angelV. The\ emeUge fURm Whe UiYeU and deVcend inWR iW, alZa\V in VWeS ZiWh Whe
VXn. The UiYeU flRZV fURm Whe VZeaW Rf Whe KaVKPaOOLP ² Whe Ka\\RW, Whe liYing cUeaWXUeV
Ze call angelV ² ZhR caUU\ Whe WhURne Rf all diYiniW\.

VZHaW \RXUVHOI LQWR WKH ULYHU RI PH

fURm SZHaW WR CU\LQJ ² VancWificaWiRn b\ liTXid ValW



CũƘing



MediŶaŶion on CũƘing

NR. 29
BefRUe WhiV cRmeV SZHaW. AfWeU WhiV, RHYHOaWLRQ.

I¶m VRUU\ Whe\ eYeU called \RX ³cU\bab\,´ Whe\ eYeU Vaid ³WhaW bR\ ain¶W UighW.´
YRX knRZ ZhaW, WhRXgh?

FXcN WKHP

Sa\ iW, Va\ iW if \RX ZanW. Sa\ iW again, and again if \RX need WR, WR leW \RXU Uage SRXU inWR
Whe hRl\ defiance SRXU inWR \RXU YRice cUacking SRXU inWR Whe WeaUV \RX¶Ye neYeU WhRXghW
WR Vhed.

And Rf cRXUVe, I¶m Walking mRVWl\ WR m\Velf

TKHVH WHaUV ZLOO WaNH dRZQ WKH ZaOOV RI JHULcKR

InWUigXing I VhRXld mRYe VR TXickl\ inWR ZRUdV Rf cRnfURnWaWiRn, VZeSW XS in a delXge Rf
angeU. InWUigXing? NR, all WRR e[SecWed. IW¶V nR VXUSUiVe WhaW XndeU a lRW Rf WeaUV iV angeU,
and XndeUneaWh a lRW Rf angeU aUe VR man\ mRUe WeaUV. FRUceV like ³decRUXm´ and
³maVcXliniW\´ and ³keeSing iW WRgeWheU´ VcXlSW; cU\ing, like lRVV, like Whe Rcean, eURdeV.

I dR nRW need a gRd WR SUacWice WhiV VXUUendeU,

WR la\ WhiV heaYineVV dRZn
WR lRRk WR Whe mRRn and aVk fRU Rnl\ SZeeW DUeamV

³HH LV daQJHURXV´

The RUdeU Rf Whe caUdV iV meaningfXl. SZHaW fURm all Whe ZRUk dRne nRW WR cU\; CU\LQJ iV
nRW a cRmmand bXW an RbVeUYaWiRn, becaXVe WeaUV aUe flRZing, eYen if WhURXgh an
XndeUgURXnd UiYeU; leW \RXUVelf gR, When cRmeV Whe RHYHOaWLRQ. ThaW¶V a SRWenW WUiniW\.

ViVXall\, Whe cRlRUV dUiS dRZnZaUd, WheVe fading VWainV Rf bUighW blXe, Sale laYendeU, and
deeS SXUSle. BXW WhUee Rf Whe VWUeakV aUe RUange, XnVSRRling mRlWen WeaUV Rn \RXU face.



TheUe¶V a WUiangXlaU SUiVm: neVWing, inYeUWed ³mRXnWainV´ UeleaVe ZaWeUfallV fURm ZiWhin.
ThUee meVV\ VWaUV ViW aW cenWeU.

SRme TXeVWiRnV abRXW cU\ing ²

WhaW dR \RX Vee in WhiV caUd?
WhaW mighW \RX Vee if WheUe ZeUe WeaUV in \RXU e\eV?
When ZaV Whe laVW Wime \RX cUied? And Zh\?
DR \RX cU\ aV mXch, RU mRUe, Whan \RX ZanW WR? OU faU WRR leVV?
DReV cU\ing feel Vafe RU ³fine´? OU faU WRR UiVk\?
Can \RX knRZ Whe heaUW Rf WhiV cU\ing? I mean ² ZhaW dR WhRVe WeaUV PHaQ?

Can \RX WRXch \RXU face ZiWh SXSUeme GenWleneVV Whe ne[W Wime cU\ing findV \RX?

IRU

³a WhRXVand WeaUdURSV can¶W be ZURng´

VR

³call me XS an\Wime, c¶mRn bab\, cU\´



ReƑelaŶiŋn



MediŶaŶion on ReƑelaŶiŋn

NR. 30.
PUeceded b\ CU\LQJ. FRllRZed b\ SR.

BE NOT AFRAID Rf WhiV UeYelaWiRn.

The VXn bUeakV WhURXgh a VnRZVWRUm Rn a mRXnWain WRS. WildfiUeV UeleaVe YaVW, VZelling
eneUg\ inWR Whe Vk\ ² a biUWhing.

FiUe biUd. BeaWing heaUW. DUagRn fl\ing WhURXgh Uain, VWRUm, Whe WhiUWeen ZindV.
RaZ, e[SRVed RUganV. HRmeRVWaViV.

SSHaN, PURSKHW.

ViVXall\, I¶m Veeing a cenWUal flRZ Rf RUange and \ellRZ SainW ² like a heaUW and aUWeUieV.
TheUe¶V a cRUe Rf Whe \ellRZ, and iW bleedV inWR Whe RXWVWUeWched aUmV RU ZingV. IW¶V
bRXnded b\ black lineV abRYe and belRZ, XSZaUd and dRZnZaUd SRinWing WUiangleV band
iW: VRlid lineV WR ZhaW iV abRYe, and dRWWed WUailV WR ZhaW iV belRZ, diVViSaWing like Uain
befRUe Ueaching Whe ZRUd ³ReYelaWiRn.´

ReYelaWiRnV UaUel\ VeWWle. The\ diVUXSW.

ThiV iV Whe WhiUWieWh caUd. (WhaW did \RX leaUn in \RXU WhiUWieWh \eaU, RU an\ diYiViRn RU
mXlWiSle WheUeRf?) ThiV iV Whe end Rf Whe FRXUWh SXiWe (RXW Rf Vi[ VXiWeV), VR Ze¶Ue
WZR-WhiUdV WhURXgh Whe deck. (The BRRk Rf ReYelaWiRn ² ³WKH´ UHYHOaWLRQ, ZLWK VR PXcK
cRQIOaWLRQ, H[WUaYaJaQcH, IHYHU dUHaPV ² iV Whe end Rf Rne VacUed We[W. ThiV UeYelaWiRn
iVn¶W Whe end Rf an\Whing.)

bH QRW aIUaLd
bH QRW aIUaLd
bH QRW aIUaLd

(SR HQdV WKH IRXUWK VXLWH)



Sŋ



MediŶaŶion on Sŋ

NR. 31
FURm RHYHOaWLRQ WR SR, fURm SR WR HHUH

SR, \RX SRUWal.
SR, \RX SRUWal ZRUd, inWR deeSeU cRnYeUVaWiRn.
SR, and deeSeU VWill.
SR, ZhaW an inYiWaWiRn inWR ZhaW cRmeV ne[W.

ViVXall\, I¶m Veeing 83. (I geW a VRUW Rf V\neVWheVia ZiWh WheVe cRlRUV and WhiV nXmbeU).
TheUe aUe VeYen SXUSle lineV in Whe bRWWRm half Rf Whe caUd. SeemV like Whe\¶Ue meaVXUing
VRmeWhing. In Whe WRS half Rf Whe caUd aUe nine minW\ gUeen ³WailV,´ cRnnecWed aW a baVe
and UadiaWing RXWZaUd RYeU 120 degUeeV RU VR. TheVe ³WailV´ aUe almRVW like \Xcca leaYeV
(fibURXV, flRXUiVhing), RU Whe UiYeU¶V end. The\¶Ue ZiVS\ ² can¶W cRnWain, can¶W hRld Rn WR.
SR iW iV ZiWh Whe ZRUd and idea and meaning Rf ³VR´ ² can¶W cRnWain, can¶W hRld Rn WR,
VliSV aZa\ like Whe immediac\ Rf a dUeam.

SR ZhaW? I RffeU \RX a VSell Rf VRUWV, VRmeWhing WR mRYe in Whe flRZ Rf SR ²

I lRYe \RX VR mXch
SR I ZaV Whinking

I dRn¶W Whink VR
I WRld \RX VR

IW¶V jXVW VR
SR-VR
SR«

SR VlRZ
SR VZeeW
SR meRZ

SR man\ VWaUV
SR Rn and VR fRUWh

SR WheUe \RX aUe
I lRYe \RX VR

SR be iW. See WR iW.



Heũe



MediŶaŶion on Heũe

NR. 32
SR - HHUH - HRQH\

FiUVW, VRme TXeVWiRnV.
WheUe aUe \RX? WheUe am I? AUe RXU UeVSecWiYe ³heUeV´ Whe Vame Slace? AUe Whe\ in Whe
Sh\Vical Slane? B\ ZhaW UiYeU, VWUeam, ZiVhing Zell, Rcean RU dUied-XS mXd SXddle iV
WhaW? B\ ZhaW nameV aUe WheVe heUe-SlaceV called? OU aUe RXU heUe-SlaceV elVeZheUe? In
head, heaUW, RU VSiUiW? HeUe iV alZa\V UelaWiYe, nR? WhaW dR \RX heaU me Walking abRXW?

The WUick, I¶m WRld, iV nRW WR geW caXghW in cRnceSWV

US heUe and dRZn heUe
BH HHUH NRZ and all WhaW

The HeUe and NRZ
HeUe gReV nRWhing

HeUe \RX gR
HeUe Ze gR

I¶m heUe
HeUe¶V WR \RX

And VRmeWhing abRXW Whe HeUeafWeU

I¶m Veeing a UiYeU V\VWem, a UiYeU WhaW, RYeU cenWXUieV, haV Waken an Rddball SaWh WhURXgh
Whe eaUWh WR Whe SeaVhRUe. TheUe aUe WheVe VZiUl\ RUange VhaSeV (VlaVheV, cXUlV) encaVed in
a black, VZRRVh\ ciUcle. FiVh eggV WXcked inWR Ueed, mXdbank, eVWXaU\ ² WhiV miUacle
cRXld Rnl\ haSSen UighW heUe.

WhaW dR \RX make Rf Whe SURgUeVViRn fURm Rne WR anRWheU, fURm SR WR HHUH WR HRQH\? SR
and HHUH ZeUe a SaiU, WZinV Rf a VRUW, WheiU cRlRUV VhaUed, WheiU UiYeU-naWXUe eTXall\
e[SUeVVed. AfWeU all Whe chRiceV Rf SR, Ze haYe ² YRX haYe ² I haYe ² made iW HHUH.

HaYH ZH? MadH LW? HHUH?



HŋneƘ



MediŶaŶion on HŋneƘ

NR. 33.
PUeceded b\ HHUH, fRllRZed b\ AQd

A VSRRnfXl Rf fUeVh hRne\ aW m\ gUeaW-gUandma¶V hRXVe.
AnceVWUal VZeeWneVV. AinW nRWhing like iW. Of cRXUVe, I ZaVn¶W

WheUe; Vhe ZaV WRR Rld and liYing elVeZheUe Zhen I came
alRng and ZaV Rld enRXgh WR UemembeU. BXW m\ mRm, ZhR

adRUeV heU gUandma, UemembeUV. And Zhen I haYe a VSRRnfXl
Rf hRne\ in m\ cRffee, I UemembeU Whe VZeeWneVV WhaW liYeV

WhURXgh XV, WhaW SRXUed fURm m\ gUeaW-gUandma, WR heU
daXghWeU, WR heU daXghWeU, and WR me, Whe ViVV\. AinW nRWhing

like iW.

flaming RUb ² bla]e and cRmbXVW ² Whe URil and Uadiance

IW¶V highl\ niche, ZhaW hRne\beeV dR. ThRVe LighW HaUYeVWeUV. HRne\: Whe labRU Rf man\.
KindneVV WRZaUd Whe \RXng. CUeaWed ZiWh jRXUne\, dance, and Whe flRZ Rf Wime, Whe flRZ
Rf VeaVRnV, Whe flRZ Rf VXnVhine.

ViVXall\, I¶m Veeing an RUange and \ellRZ RUb, ZiWh an inZaUd aUUangemenW Rf dRWWed
lineV and WhRUn\, inZaUdl\ SRinWing aUURZV. SWUa\ VWURkeV Rf Ued and RUange aUe like
flaVheV fURm Whe VXn. All Whe black maUkeU iV dancing ZiWh jR\. TheUe¶V an XnSeUWXUbed
VZeeWneVV aW Whe cRUe.

We can Zalk WhURXgh Whe land Rf milk and hRne\, UighW nRZ, aV Ze aUe. Recall and
anWiciSaWe Whe hRne\ed VZeeWneVV Rf a neZ \eaU. Make an RffeUing WR Whe gRdV, Zhich iV,
Rf cRXUVe, Whe gRd in \RX, deaU Rne, Whe gRd in \RX.



And



MediŶaŶion on And

NR. 34
FURm HRQH\, WR AQd, WR SKLQH

iW all cRmeV dRZn WR Whe ³and´
iW alZa\V dReV cX] WheUe¶V alZa\V
mRUe

nRW a YRUaciRXV ³mRUe´ - XnTXenchable
bXW anRWheU WeWheU

WaXW and Uead\

Whe ³and´ iVn¶W jXVW ³mRUe´ - iW¶V Whe mXchneVV

Whe All Of IW
Whe I Am ThaW I Am
Whe YRX AUe ThaW YRX AUe
Whe We Will Be ThaW We Will Be
Whe SR And SR
Whe On And On

WhiV caUd jRinV. XnifieV. meUgeV. enfleVheV. engRUgeV. enjR\V. enYelRSeV. inYRlYeV.

diVVRlYeV

Vmall ZRUd, dReV mXch
Ze can¶W calcXlaWe
Rnl\
find Whe RWheU YaUiableV, gaWheU
Whem XndeU RXU aWWenWiRn
and
keeS being aV hXman aV Ze can

(WhRXgh, WhaW¶V anRWheU Whing WhaW¶ll need WR be leW gR Rf)



✳

ViVXall\, Ze¶Ye Veen Rne Rf WZR WhingV in WhiV caUd, and RfWen bRWh. The fiUVW iV a
landVcaSe Zhich e[WendV be\Rnd Whe fUame. US WRS in black and blXe-SXUSle bandV iV Uain
(and ma\be WhXndeU and VXch), Zhile belRZ aUe mRXnWainV, fieldV, ZaVheV ² SlanWed ZiWh
diffeUenW VWXff, VRme fallRZ, VRme lXVh. The RWheU image Ze¶Ye fRXnd iV WhaW Rf a SeUVRn
l\ing dRZn ² Whe Win\ RUange dRW WR Whe UighW VRmeWhing like a bell\ bXWWRn, Whe SXUSle
and RUange bandV Whe SeUVRn¶V legV (cRYeUed in haiU). OXU bRdieV, Ze knRZ, aUe liWeUall\
made Rf Whe Vame elemenWV and VXbVWance and eVVenceV and eneUgieV aV Whe eaUWh. TR \ield
\RXU bRd\ WR Whe eaUWh iV Rnl\ a caUeVV Rf \RXU RZn neck RU Whigh.



Shine



MediŶaŶion on Shine

NR. 35
BefRUe WhiV cRmeV AQd. AfWeUZaUdV, FLOWK.

RiVe and Vhine
RiVe. AQd. SKLQH.

ThiV iV nRW a cRmmand, WR Vhine, bXW ma\ iW be VR
fRU \RX, fRU me, fRU XV, fRU iW WR be VR

ma\ iW be VR

³HHaU PH LOOXVWULRXV, WK\ ORYHU PH, IRU aOZa\V I KaYH ORYHd WKHH.´

AXWXmn daZn aW Whe Rcean edge. The lRng and VlRZ emeUgence Rf RXU VXn, a Vhine and
heaW chaVing Whe hRUi]Rn aW m\ back. The lRng and VlRZ RSXlence Rf bUighWening. The
lRng and VlRZ VhadRZV VeWWling back WR Whe SRinW Whe\ emeUged fURm Whe eaUWh, XnWil ²
ZiWh TXickening glRZ ²

³TKRX ZLWK WK\ IUXcWLI\LQJ KHaW´

HeaW. The heaW. The ZaYeV Rf ZaUmWh VSlaVhing, laSSing, aV WhaW VibilanW Vea. LaXghing.
And fURm Whe fRam VWeSV RXW Whe Rne and Rnl\ AShURdiWe ²

VenXV, mRUning VWaU ²
The billRZing VWaUVhine Rf billiRnV Rf VWaUV ²
M\ e\eV dUink in Whe WhURb Rf ShRWRnV

YRX, ZhR VhineV fURm Whe deSWh Rf all cUeaWiRn,
YRX, mRUe ancienW Whan an\Whing Rf EaUWh

³SKHd, VKHd WK\VHOI RQ PLQH aQd PH, ZLWK bXW a IOHHWLQJ Ua\ RXW RI
WK\ PLOOLRQ PLOOLRQV,

SWULNH WKRXJK WKHVH cKaQWV´ ²

And ZiWh WhaW RXW Rf Whe Za\, I Va\, leW XV Ving! leW XV chanW! WR life bXUning and UiVing and
flaming WRZaUd ZhaW ZaV, iV, and Zill be



I¶m Veeing a caUd ZiWh Rnl\ a cRXSle gUaShic elemenWV: a bXUning RUange-\ellRZ RUb,
VSXWWeUing ShRWRV (dURSleWV Rf SainW) RXW WRZaUd fRXU WUiangleV Rf bURZn, black and SXUSle,
Uecalling hRZ daZn bUeakV XS Whe chXnk\ ice Rf nighW. BXW nRWe, SleaVe, hRZ eYen Whe
WUiangleV glRZ ZiWh bX]] and WhURb ² daUkneVV haV a Vhine WR iW, WRR ² ThiV iV EVVenWial,
WhRVe daUk Ua\V Rf illXminaWiRn ² eYen in Whe black bell\ Rf nighW, UemembeU, SleaVe, hRZ
\RX Vhine

QXeVWiRnV abRXW \RXU glRZ and lXVWeU ²

WhaW makeV \RX Vhine?
IV iW innaWe? GeneUaWiYe? PRliVhed?

IV iW lighW? OU daUk?
Can I WXne inWR \RXU YiYif\ing fUeTXenc\?

AUe \RX gRing WR leW iW Vhine?

(WhiV, ZiWhin \RX, WhaW needV)



FilŶh



MediŶaŶion on FilŶh

NR. 36
PUeceded b\ SKLQH and fRllRZed b\ WUHcN

bURZn - SXUSle - a VSRW Rf Ued

CiUcXlaU mRWiRnV. CiUcXlaU PaWhV. CiUcXmambXlaWiRn. PilgUimage. GUiW. FRUWiWXde.
JXdgmenW. SWandaUdV. CXlWXUal cRndiWiRning. HeUeWical PleaVXUe. Linking WRgeWheU.

AnimalV. ³Animal naWXUe.´ Animal magneWiVm.
BXll¶V e\e. DURS ]Rne.

³FilWh´ iV a nRXn, meaning fRXl, SXWUid maWWeU, VRmeWhing eVSeciall\ lRaWhVRme, VXch aV
diUW RU UefXVe (WUaVh, WhUaVh, gnaVh \RXU WeeWh Veeing WhiV lRaWhVRme Whing). OU, VR-called
mRUal cRUUXSWiRn RU defilemenW. OU, VRmeWhing WhaW WendV WR caXVe WhiV VR-called
cRUUXSWiRn RU defilemenW.

(SXcK KaUVK ZRUdV. WKR daUHd caOO XV, WKH JORU\ WKaW ZH aUH, ILOWK?)

XnleaVhing aWRmV ² c\clical Wime, c\clical VSace ² VXbWeUUanean c\cleV

DiUW Rn a clean flRRU, Whe gURXnd \RX VWand Rn. BRXndaUieV beWZeen Whe VR-called ³inVide´
and ³RXWVide,´ Whe ³dRmeVWic´ fURm Whe ³ZildV.´

WhingV in WheiU SlaceV. iW¶V all VR-VR
Rne Whing leadV WR anRWheU
UXVW\ ZaWeU, SRXUing fURm Whe ceiling
and if nRW WhaW
Whe glee Rf Sla\ing in mXd ZiWh abandRn



Wũeck



MediŶaŶion on Wũeck

NR. 37
PUeceded b\ FLOWK and fRllRZed b\ YHV

ZRZ, bab\. WhaW ZaV clRVe. bXW heUe \RX aUe, ZiWh me, UighW nRZ.

ThiV caUd feelV VimSleU, VRmehRZ. MRUe cacRShRn\, mRUe chaRV, mRUe diVUXSWiRn,
UXSWXUe, ZRUU\. BXW VimSleU ² WR Whe SRinW

Whe SRinW Rf imSacW

IW¶V gRW \RX Veeing VWaUV
IW¶V gRW \RX Veeing SaVW Whe bXllVhiW

WHQW aQd RSHQHd PaQdRUa¶V BR[ ZLWK WKLV RQH, KXK?

I¶m Veeing WhaW a glRZing RUange VWaU iV aW Whe cenWeU, and in Whe fRXU TXaUWeUV aUe fieldV Rf
bURZniVh-SXUSle, ZiWh a chaRV Rf VTXiggl\ lineV inVide Rf Whem, and UandRm RWheU SaWWeUnV
(dRWV, cheYURnV) filling Whe blank VSace. The VWaU leakV iWV cRlRUV inWR Whe WRS UighW field.
UndeUneaWh Whe VWaU iV a \ellRZ WUiangle and blXe hRUi]RnWal bandV.

WUeck cRmeV fURm a URRW WhaW meanV WR SXVh, VhRYe, dUiYe RU WUack dRZn
² VRmeWhing abRXW SXUVXLW, LQWHQW ²

ShiSZUeck: nRW eYeU\Whing ZRUkV RXW. Feeling VR damned VcaWWeUed. WhaW dR \RX find Rn
Whe ZUack line Rf Whe beach, WhaW inWeUWidal Slace?

One can be a ZUeck (³I¶m a ZUeck UecenWl\´), Rne can ZUeck (³I ZUecked´), Rne can
ZUeck VRmeWhing (³I ZUecked Whe WUXck´).

³A VRXl WeaUing iWVelf WR SieceV...Whe VRXl¶V agRni]ing: a cRnVWUicWiRn, a VXffRcaWiRn, an
afflicWiRn VR keenl\ felW and ZiWh VXch a deVSaiUing and WRUmenWing XnhaSSineVV WhaW I
dRn¶W knRZ hRZ WR ZRUd iW VWURngl\ enRXgh.´

ThiV caUd eYRkeV ² VhRZ, dRn¶W Well

IW iniWiaWeV GREAT WORK



Yeŭ



MediŶaŶion on Yeŭ

NR. 38
BefRUe WhiV, a WUHcN. AfWeUZaUdV, CRRNLQJ PRW.

WhaW eYen iV a caUd WhaW Va\V, Rnl\, YHV? Like, VXUe, I aSSUeciaWe Whe affiUmaWiRn, bXW ZhaW
dReV iW mean? I¶Ye cRme ZiWh m\ TXeVWiRnV, lRRking fRU claUiW\, and ma\be eYen an
anVZeU, a VWUaighWfRUZaUd anVZeU

ShRXld I mRYe?
ShRXld I TXiW?
Can I Ueall\ SXll WhiV Rff?
Will Whe baWWle be VXcceVVfXl?
WRn¶W iW hXUW?

And imagine Whe VRice Of GRd Va\ing, cleaUl\, in a ZRUd,

YES

BXW eYen VXch a cleaU SURnRXncemenW iVn¶W VR cleaU, iVn¶W VR VWead\.
DRXbWV can eURde eYen a diYine YHV ²

and WR be cleaU, WhaW YHV \RX feel in
\RXU bRneV, RU gXW, iV nRWhing VhRUW Rf diYine

SR When again, ma\be iW iV WhaW VimSle

(WheUe¶V nR ³NR´ in WhiV deck)

WhaW cRXld \RX dR ² ZhaW cRXld I dR ² if WheUe ZaV
WUXVW in a cleaU and XncRmSlicaWed YHV?

HRZ dReV iW feel?
LRRVHU? FXOOHU? FUHHU?

IV WhiV YHV Whe SaWh WR VRme VRUW Rf libeUaWiRn?



I¶m Veeing a mRVWl\ blXe caUd ZiWh WhUee VZiUlV, RU YRUWe[eV, Rf black maUkeU, ZiWh RWheU
\ellRZ VSiUalV meVVil\, bXW cleaUl\, XndeUneaWh WhaW la\eU. Each VSiUal iV VXUURXnded b\
black dRWV. The VSiUalV geneUall\ mRYe clRckZiVe, inZaUd, WhRXgh Whe Rne Rn Whe UighW iV
VR meVV\ I can¶W Well ² WhaW Rne VeemV WR lRVe WUack Rf iWV cenWeU ²

ThiV iV nRW Rne Rf WhRVe ³lighW and lRYe´ affiUmaWiRnV. (NRW inheUenWl\, an\Za\).
SRme YeVeV can be WeUUible, cUXVhing. YRX aVk; Whe\ anVZeU.

RHaOO\?

YHV

in an\ eYenW, leW XV
Wake RXU YeV
and Wake iW eaV\

(SR HQdV WKH ILIWK VXLWH)



Cŋŋking PŋŶ



MediŶaŶion on Cŋŋking PŋŶ

NR. 39
PUeceded b\ YHV, fRllRZed b\ TLdaO

gaWheU

alchem\ ² VXVWenance ² RXU Wending, UaiVing

ZRUk iW XS WR a VimmeU
Uecall Whe ceUemRn\
SUa\eUV VXng RYeU Whe SRW
cXUVeV Vhe Vang aW ³idiRWV,´ ³dUXnkaUdV,´ and ³SigV´
Zhich iV WR Va\, all WhaW¶V XnfaiU in life

Whe jRXUne\-ZRUk Rf fiUe
Whe man\ inWR Rne and Whe Rne inWR all
Whe bURken VWRYe, VSaUVe ZRRd
dRing ZhaW \RX gRWWa dR

Ze ZaVh Whe diVheV WR ZaVh Whe diVheV
gRRd enRXgh fRU me

deceSWiYel\ dRmeVWic
SRliWical encamSmenW, SUa\eU camS, VRXUce Rf all acWiRn
iURnclad, VWeel\ and daXnWleVV
URil, gURXnded, Whe heaW, Whe heaW

VR VimmeU dRZn m\ SRW Rf cla\

ingaWheU
ingaWheU

Whe heaW
Whe heaW



Tidal



MediŶaŶion on Tidal

NR. 40
CRRNLQJ PRW WR TLdaO WR PUa\HU

When I fiUVW mRYed fURm Whe deVeUW WR Whe VeaVhRUe, eYeU\Whing felW VR Rff. SR mXch
WUanViWiRn, VR faVW. IW Veemed WhaW Whe gURXnd beneaWh me ² Whe gURXnd Rf m\ being, eaUWh
Rf m\ URRWV ² ZaV gRne. IW didn¶W gR an\ZheUe. I did. BXW I¶Ye fRXnd VRme mRRUing,
dRZn b\ Whe hRUi]Rn ² WhaW VWUeWch Rf fRUeYeU ² ZheUe I can ZaWch Whe WideV

i ZaWch Whe WideV
i leW Whem be m\ WimekeeSeU

LLWWOH BRRN RI TLdaO HRXUV
SUa\ing high Wide, SUa\ing lRZ Wide
SUa\ing high Wide, SUa\ing lRZ Wide

keeS me, O EWeUnal TideV, keeS me

and \eW nRW eWeUnal aW all
eYeU bUeaWhing, alZa\V changing

Tidal UiYeUV meeW Whe Ocean. When and ZheUe, e[acWl\, VhifWV and VhifWV, iV VZiUling and
VlRVhing, VXUfacing and VliSSing beneaWh, (and all VcienWific mRdeling aVide)
XnanVZeUable. The\ flRZ in and RXW Rf each RWheU

VR leW XV, leW XV

SKKKKKK, Va\V Whe Ocean

acWXall\, i can¶W Va\ WRR mXch abRXW TLdaO. all i can dR iV
ZaWch Whe WideV, VRmehRZ hRlding Whe Ocean ZiWhin, feeling
Whe ebb and flRZ Rf WhaW SUimRUdial deSWh Ueaching and
UeWUeaWing aW Whe VhallRZV and Whe VhRUe. VRme WhingV Wake a
YeU\ lRng Wime WR Rnl\ VRUW Rf XndeUVWand.



ViVXall\, I¶m Veeing a blXe and gUeen caUd Rf ZaWeU\, diffXVe, YeUWical lineV Rf SainW. US
WRS iV a line Rf dRZnZaUd SRinWing aUURZV and a black cRXnWeUclRckZiVe VSiUal emiWWing
dRWV. On eiWheU Vide Rf Whe ZRUd ³Tidal´ iV a VimSle, VTXaUe gUid Rf 25 dRWV.

We aUe XndeUZaWeU, ZaiWing, jXVW ZaiWing.

³Tidal´ iV an adjecWiYe. WhaW dReV iW mRdif\?

WhaW¶V Whe Uh\Whm Rf \RXU ebb and flRZ?
WheUe, m\ lRYe, dReV Whe UiYeU Rf \RX meeW Whe MXchneVV?



PũaƘeũ



MediŶaŶion on PũaƘeũ

NR. 41
FURm TLdaO WR PUa\HU WR DHaWK

I haYe nR gUand WheRU\ fRU ZhaW SUa\eU iV, hRZ iW ZRUkV. IW iV VRmeWhing I dR, WhRXgh I
find iW haUd WR SXW inWR ZRUdV, bRWh dXUing and afWeUZaUdV Zhen I WU\ WR deVcUibe

SR I¶ll VlRZ iW dRZn, WaUU\ and aVk

DR \RX SUa\?
WhaW¶V iW like, if \RX dR? and

if nRW, SleaVe Well me abRXW WhiV VSace in \RXU life

ZheUe ³SUa\eU´ mighW XVXall\ gR ²

When I ZaV liWWle, befRUe I VWaUWed WR leaUn Whe WechniTXeV Rf Velf-mRUWificaWiRn, I¶d SUa\
ZiWh VRng. On and Rn and Rn, Vill\ VRngV ² Zhile I Sla\ed, ZRXld VZing Rn Whe VZingVeW,
WRld m\ mRm abRXW m\ da\

(Oh, WR UeleaUn WhRVe ChanWV)

I UecenWl\ ZRUked in a hRVSiWal, and SUa\ed, TXiWe VimSl\, fRU SeRSle WR liYe. OU, in VRme
ViWXaWiRnV, WR die VRmeWhing like an eaV\ deaWh

When I VWand aW Whe Rcean and can¶W VXmmRn ZRUdV ² WhaW¶V SUa\eU

I SUa\ ZiWh Whe MRRn WhaW I can jXVW haYe a gRRd nighW¶V VleeS
I SUa\ ZiWh Whe SXn WhaW I WRR can haXl m\Velf RXW in fURnW Rf eYeU\Rne fRU anRWheU da\
I SUa\ cURVVing UiYeUV, haYing leaUned ZaWHU LV OLIH
I SUa\ ZiWh m\ WeaUV, m\ ga]e, m\ hiSV and m\ handV
I SUa\ ZiWh m\ aWWenWiRn and leWWing iW gR
I SUa\ m\ dead bURWheU iV Zell, feaVWing Rn SlaWeV Rf gRld and VilYeU
I SUa\ ZiWh m\ feeW, eVSeciall\ in WhRVe ZandeUingV ZheUe I dRn¶W knRZ ZheUe WR gR

SRmeWimeV m\ Ueading iV SUa\eUfXl, WhRXgh iW¶V RfWen VlRZ and fUXVWUaWing (Zhich can be
Whe e[SeUience Rf SUa\eU, WRR)



DR leW me Va\ WZR WhingV, WhRXgh. One, Whe caUd iV ³SUa\eU,´ nRW ³SUa\.´ TheUe iV nR
cRmmand heUe. I ZRXld imagine \RX likel\ liYe in VR mXch SUa\eU, aUe ZUaSSed in iW Zell
² nRWhing elVe WR dR bXW XnfRld. And WZR, Ze definiWel\ dRn¶W need gRdV WR SUa\ WR.
OcWaYia BXWleU haV a liWWle line Rf dialRgXe ZheUe Rne chaUacWeU aVkV anRWheU VRmeWhing
like, ³WhaW Whe hell dR \RX belieYe«´

I fRXnd iW:

³BXW ZhaW Whe hell dR \RX VWand fRU?´ Vhe demanded. ³WhaW dR \RX SUa\ WR?´
³OXUVelYeV,´ I Vaid. ³WhaW elVe iV WheUe?´

ViVXall\, I¶m Veeing a flRZ Rf cRlRUV ² blXe and cRUal and SXUSle and eYen \ellRZ, and
all Whe liWWle lineV, VR feZ Rf Whem cRnnecWing bXW Whe\ all mRYe WRgeWheU, aV ZaWeU
mRlecXleV VZelling in Whe Rcean, aV Zind and bUeaWh

A cRXSle Rf nRWeV Rn caUd RUdeU: PUa\HU iV caUd NR. 41, a SUime nXmbeU; iW iV an
iUUedXcible fRUce. And Whe VeTXence Rf WhUee haV VRmeWhing WR Va\: WideV flXcWXaWe and VR
dReV SUa\eU, and VR dReV Whe aSSURach Rf deaWh

Each Rf WheVe caUdV iV a SUa\eU ² WR \RX, m\ fUiend, becaXVe WUXl\, ³ZKaW HOVH LV WKHUH´?



DeaŶh



MediŶaŶion on DeaŶh

NR. 42
PUa\HU, When DHaWK, When WaVS NHVW

Ze VlRZ RXU bUeaWhing
and VlRZ
RXU heaUWV¶

beaWing

becaXVe deaWh¶V demand ²
nR aiUV, a VXbWleW\ WhaW can¶W be fRUged

² iV nRZ dXe

WhingV aUe VliSSing beWZeen
WhiV and WhaW

WheVe UiYeUV
flRZ

in WheiU diUecWiRnV
b\ VWUeamV, VeamV,
and VeeSV, Ze flRZ

in RXU diUecWiRnV

Sick XS a
handfXl Rf leaYeV and gXnk

fURm Whe channel
lend a hand WR Whe
jRineU\ Rf SUa\eU

WR Whe XnVWRSSable
i hRSe
WR Va\

hellR beaXWifXl ² ZhaW a lRYeU \RX aUe



✳

I¶m Veeing WZR UiYeUV, Rf VR man\ SainWed lineV Rf blXeV and SXUSleV, aW WRS and bRWWRm.
The diagRnal line (WRS UighW WR bRWWRm lefW) iV a ZaVh ² Whe SainW ZaV lRaded ZiWh ZaWeU,
and VR fURm each Vide iW¶V cRnnecWed b\ a flRZ. The ³jRineU\ Rf SUa\eU´ (almRVW-cRnnecWed
liWWle black lineV) aUe in fRXU SaWcheV, bXW aUe diVinWegUaWing. TZR RUbV, Rne biggeU and
bUighWeU, Whe RWheU mRUe diVWanW and SaleU. IW lRRkV like a Z (Zhich iV nRW alZa\V Whe laVW
leWWeU Rf Whe alShabeW, deSending Rn Whe alShabeW ² cRnVideU Whe cXlWXUal nRUmV WhaW
VXggeVW ZheUe langXage beginV and VXSSRVedl\ endV).

In TaURW, I VRmeWimeV Uead ³DeaWh´ aV WUanVfRUmaWiRn Rf an\ VRUW, bXW iW¶V SRWenW WR Uead iW
VimSl\ aV deaWh

HRZ¶V \RXU UelaWiRnVhiS ZiWh deaWh?
(hRZ clRVe aW hand iWV lRVV, iWV e[TXiViWe Sain? hRZ faU SXVhed WR Whe edge?)

HRZ dR \RX hRnRU \RXU dead?
(did \RX helS Whem inWR WheiU XnbecRming? ZhaW dR Whe\ Well \RX in \RXU dUeamV?)

IW¶V bRld WR make a caUd Rf deaWh, VR XniYeUVal an e[SeUience (and hRZ ignRUanW I Ueall\
am abRXW iW m\Velf). SWill ²

✳

WheUe haYe been YeUViRnV Rf me

ZhR

haYe needed

WR die

VR

WhaW i mighW liYe



Waŭť NeŭŶ



MediŶaŶion on Waŭť NeŭŶ

NR. 43
BefRUe WhiV iV DHaWK and afWeUZaUdV iV SRO + SRXO

SRUWalV emeUge ZiWhin SRUWalV
jRXUne\ WR Whe CRVmic DeeS

WheUe dReV a ZaVS neVW? WhaW Rf WheVe gallV, WheVe figV, WhiV SaUaViWic enWRmbing and
UeVXUUecWiRn fURm Whe bRdieV Rf anRWheU? WhaW Rf WheVe SaSeU neVWV hanging fURm
ZinWeU-baUe bUancheV?

ViVXall\, I¶m Veeing WZin RUbV ² binaU\ VWaUV. One iV a blXe RUb in Whe cenWeU Rf a
UXVW\-SXUSle Vk\. Small black lineV almRVW cRnVWellaWe inWR a VWUXcWXUe WhaW VSUaZlV fURm
Rne Vide Rf Whe caUd WR anRWheU, \eW all Rf WhRVe Vmall black lineV aUe all VeSaUaWed b\ VRme
kind Rf VSace. TheVe maUkV aUe like WhRVe Rf PUa\HU (NR. 41, cRming jXVW befRUe DHaWK).

DHaWK, iW WXUnV RXW, ZaV nRW Whe end Rf WhiV SaUWicXlaU jRXUne\. And in RUdeU WR SaVV fURm
WheUe WR Whe ne[W WR Whe ne[W Slace, Ze haYe WR gR WhURXgh Whe WaVS NHVW. TR mRYe WhURXgh
WheUe, Whe neVW ² and WhiV iV jXVW m\ Wake Rn iW ² iW¶V SURbabl\ ZiVe WR lead ZiWh bUeaWh,
nRW ZRUdV, and ceUWainl\ dR nRW VhRXW. HeaU Whe hXm, WhiV Rne mRUe hRl\ Whan fUighWening,
haUmRnic, Zild aV an\Whing in Whe XniYeUVe

WhUeVhRld beWZeen XnknRZnV and fXUWheU XnknRZnV
ZandeUing RUbiWV
RWheU VXch m\VWeUiRXV ShenRmena



Sŋl ͅ SŋŽl



MediŶaŶion on Sŋl ͅ SŋŽl

NR. 44
WaVS NHVW, SRO + SRXO, CKaII

VWill Rf WZilighW, Whe aiU\ diVWXUbance Rf a neZ daZn

YRX bURXghW \RXU TXeVWiRnV WR WhiV caUd. BXW Va\ Whem again XndeU WhiV neZ lighW.
We can Wake RXU Wime, When UeVW in Whe Vhade.

IV Whe TXeVWiRn Rf a ³VRXl´ ² RU SV\che, RU mind, RU cRnVciRXVneVV, RU Velf ² imSRUWanW
WR \RX? TR WhiV maWWeU aW hand?

I¶m Veeing VXnUiVe, RU SeUhaSV VXnVeW, RU ma\be eYen midda\. An aUchiSelagR Rf
Sale-blXe SainW VSlaWWeU cURVVeV Whe caUd aW iWV cenWeU. And an aUch Rf Whe Vame cRlRU
bRUdeUV Whe caUd (aV in IW¶V TUXH, NR. 25). In hRUi]RnWal bandV aUe VWUiSV Rf RUange and
\ellRZ, and jXVW Whe cUeam\ cRlRU Rf Whe caUd. On WRS Rf WhaW aUe a billiRn black maUkV,
liWWle lineV and dRWV, flRZing inWR and RXW Rf VRme RUdeU. The\ fRUm a ³VXn´ WRZaUd Whe WRS
lefW ² daUk da]]leV

² OHQJWKHQLQJ VKadRZV, VWUHWcKLQJ, cUaZOLQJ, JUaVSLQJ ²

I WU\ QRW WR IHaU WKHVH daUN Ua\V. I WU\. I WU\.

I ZaV neYeU VXUe if WhiV caUd VhRXld be called ³SRl SOXV SRXl´ RU ³SRl aQd SRXl´ RU VimSl\,
³SRl/SRXl.´ I Whink iWV name iV a miUage. And ZhaW Rf RXU RUdeU, WhiV VeTXence? FURm
DHaWK WR WaVS NHVW WR WhiV enVRXled Slace, and When WR CKaII ² all¶V UeYealed Rn Whe
WhUeVhing URRm flRRU.



ChaƦ



MediŶaŶion on ChaƦ

NR. 45
FURm SRO + SRXO WR CKaII WR RRVH

ViVXall\, I¶m Veeing a backgURXnd Rf Sale RUange, Seach, and eYen a minW\ ice
cUeam-gUeen, all in lRng bUXVhVWURkeV WhaW aUc be\Rnd an\ edge Rf Whe caUd ² a Ueal VenVe
Rf Veeing clRVe in, knRZing iW¶V a SaUWial YieZ. In black maUkeU aUe VhaSeV, mRVWl\ RXW Rf
lRng, cRnWinXRXV lineV: WUiangleV, cheYURnV, a biUd (SeUhaSV), a VkeleWRn (SeUhaSV), and jXVW
lineV WhaW fiW RU flRZ WRgeWheU. I¶m Veeing Sla\fXlneVV, an eaV\ mRYemenW, Whe naWXUal
VZiVhing and VaVha\ing Rf elecWURnV and VXch Vmall, fXndamenWal aVSecWV Rf e[iVWence.
ThiV caUd RSeUaWeV ZiWhRXW VingXlaU dedicaWiRn WR fRcXV and fRUm. (In WhaW Za\, iW¶V like
m\VWiciVm. In WhiV Za\, iW¶V like Whe ZhRle damned deck.)

Chaff - Whe VWXff WhaW¶V caVW Rff, bXW Ueall\ iW¶V VR YiWal and imSRUWanW - a ZRUld in Zhich
nRWhing iV ³caVW Rff´ in Zhich all iV giYen iWV VSace.

Chaff - ³debUiV´ RU ³VRmeWhing cRmSaUaWiYel\ ZRUWhleVV.´ YeW WheUe¶V a caUd fRU iW. IW¶V
imSRUWanW enRXgh, ZRUWhZhile enRXgh, WR be heUe. And iWV WZin, ZiWh ZhRm iW VhaUeV VR
mXch geneWic maWeUial, iV RRVH.

Chaff - fURm a VXSSRVed URRW ZRUd meaning ³jaZ´ RU ³mRXWh.´

WKaW dRHV a PRXWK KaYH WR dR ZLWK WKH VLWXaWLRQ aW KaQd?
IV LW ZKaW \RX HaW? WKaW \RX Va\? TKH WHQVLRQ KHOd WKHUH?

TKH ZLQQRZLQJ WKaW KaSSHQV ZLWK ZRUdV?

The SeRSle hRlding Whe Bible RYeU WheiU RZn headV WRld me man\ lieV abRXW chaff: Vin
WhiV, ZickedneVV WhaW. SR mXch YiRlenW langXage, VR benW Rn VeSaUaWing Rne fURm Whe
RWheU. TheUe iV a fleeWingneVV WR life, WhRXgh, WhaW mXch iV WUXe. We aUe all like chaff befRUe
Whe deVeUW Zind, like Whe mRUning miVW bXUned aZa\ b\ Whe VXn. All Rf XV aUe. All Rf iW iV.



Rŋŭe



MediŶaŶion on Rŋŭe

NR. 46
PUeceded b\ CKaII, fRllRZed b\ PHUIHcW

³WhaW I¶m WU\ing WR dR iVn¶W TXiWe nRUmal´

lRRVening, nRW VR man\ VhaUS edgeV nRZ
Zend, Zend \RXU Za\ WhURXgh Whe bXVh

URVe, flRUal eSiWRme
VRmeWhing Whick ZiWh V\mbRliVm
V\mbRl Rf V\mbRlV, SRZeU Rf SRZeUV

dUaZV \RX in and inYiWeV \RX WR lingeU - YelYeW\ WR Whe WRXch, enchanWing Whe nRVe

ViVXall\, Whe caUd iV UXled b\ SXUSleV and SinkV (Whe SXUSle iV VRmeZhaW SinkiVh, acWXall\),
alRng ZiWh RUangeV and a cRXSle W\SeV Rf Weal. IW¶V all lRng VWUeakV Rf SainW, RYeUlaSSing,
cUiVVcURVVing. IW¶V all lRng aUcV Rf cRlRU, and Ze knRZ WhRVe aUcV cRnnecW iW WR CKaII, iWV
WZin. TheVe gl\ShV chiVeled in black...I dRn¶W knRZ VR mXch Rf WheVe. TheUe aUe almRVW
faceV, legV, bRdieV. BXW nRW TXiWe. MRYemenW, WhRXgh, mRYemenW, \eV.

AQ aIILUPaWLRQ RQO\ ZRUNV LI VaLd VLPSO\ aQd WUXWKIXOO\
AQ aIILUPaWLRQ: We aUe XniTXe. We aUe VSecial. We aUe SeUfecW.

(caQ ZH WU\ WR bHOLHYH LW?)

makeV me Whink Rf a URVe WhickeW in Whe ZRRdV, RU b\ Whe Rcean
URVe SeWalV alRng a SaWh ² alZa\V a SaWh

a cacRShRn\ Rf cRlRUV and VacUed UiWeV bXW diVceUnible fRUmV
AlWaU Rf AdRniV. AShURdiWe. MaU\. GUaYeV. ³I neYeU SURmiVed \RX a URVe gaUden.´

Xgl\ beaXW\ XnfRlding ² gUace in SURceVViRn



PeũfecŶ



MediŶaŶion on PeũfecŶ

NR. 47
RRVH WR PHUIHcW WR AOO RI LW

A faYRUiWe. MakeV me Vmile, eYen Rn a clRXd\, Uain\ da\. HRZ haUd iW can be WR WUXVW in
WhiV ² flaZed, VXUe ² bXW alVR MXVW VR daPQ SHUIHcW.

YRX aUH SHUIHcW LQ \RXU PHVVLQHVV. IQ \RXU PXcKQHVV.

I aP SHUIHcW LQ P\ PHVVLQHVV. IQ P\ PXcKQHVV.

WH aUH SHUIHcW LQ RXU PHVVLQHVV. OXU PXcKQHVV.

AQd \RX aUH SHUIHcW LQ PLQH aQd I LQ \RXUV.

PeUfecW iV alVR a YeUb. (IW can be a dangeURXV Rne, WU\ing WR climb WhaW Zhich haV nR
laddeU. CaXWiRnV aUe in RUdeU).

I¶m Veeing a chaRV. SWXnned and eleYaWed. An RUange band Rf VhRUW bUXVh VWURkeV WakeV XS
Whe middle WhiUd Rf Whe caUd, ZiWh a fabXlRXV liWWle gUeen, XSZaUd-SRinWing gem aW cenWeU.
EUUaWic lineV Rn eiWheU Vide ² micURbial gURZWh, gURZing. An iUUegXlaU cURZn, a SXUSle
band ZiWhin iW. SRme Rf Whe maUkeU blRZV RYeU WhiV Whick \ellRZ SainWed cRUe.

ThiV iV alVR SeUfecW. ThiV iV all VR SeUfecW.

MXVW VR daPQ SHUIHcW



All ŋf iŶ



MediŶaŶion on All ŋf iŶ

NR. 48
PUeceded b\ PHUIHcW and fRllRZed, in a Za\, b\ FOLJKW

Be NRW AfUaid. All Whe Za\ WR Whe end Rf Whe line and heUe Ze aUe. TheUe¶V RUdeU heUe,
eYen if iW¶V all cUiVV-cURVVed ² ZRUdV diVinWegUaWe bXW I can feel iW. AOO RI LW. All. All. All.

aK

(Whe bUeaWhing RXW in VXblime e[haXVWiRn)
KX-KXK. L JHW LW. QRZ L dR.

The healing jRXUne\ gReV fURm FOLJKW (fURm \RX, fURm me m\Velf, fURm ZhRleneVV), WR
heUe, Whe AOO RI LW ² Whe Allah, Whe NameV WhaW We DRn¶W Sa\, Whe ³GRd´ VWXff WhaW geWV VR
clRXd\, WhaW geWV me VR cRnfXVed VRmeWimeV. BXW in WhiV mRmenW, dRn¶W \RX Vee Whe Slace
Rf ZRUVhiS?  SWeeSle Rf RUange ² and all WheVe RUbV! ² aW Whe cenWeU, Rn Whe alWaU. A VenVe
Rf RUdeU emeUgeV. TheVe heaUWhVWRneV fRXnd WheiU RUbiW. A WUanViW acURVV Whe heaUW Rf AOO RI
LW. We aUe Whe RmShalRV ² leW¶V WhRVe SUimRUdial eagleV ciUcle Will Whe\ find XV heUe ²

WhaW Rf Whe VeTXence, fURm PHUIHcW WR AOO RI LW? We dRn¶W WUaYel WhURXgh all Rf WhiV WR
Ueach SeUfecWiRn. ThaW¶V alUead\ RXU Za\. SR Ueali]ed, Whe YieZ RSenV XS WR AOO RI LW, WR Whe
meVV\, diUW\, VZaUming, ZeeSing, Zailing MXchneVV, WR ² ³GRd,´ if \RX ZiVh.

All VainWV. All VRXlV. All bRdieV.
All deYilV. All deaWh. All daUk.
All lighW. All flighW. All filWh.
All nRWhing. All YRid.
All Rf Me All Rf YRX All Rf UV All Rf We All Rf IW
All Rf IW All Rf IW All Rf IW All Rf IW All Rf IW All Rf IW All Rf IW
All Rf IW
All
All. All. All Rf iW.

(SR HQdV WKH ILQaO VXLWH)



The So Damn Divine Oracle
Notes on the Cards and their Meditations

Included here are sources that are directl\ quoted or indirectl\ referenced in the
meditations as well as intertextual or explanator\ notes on the cards that do not
otherwise fit into the structure of the guidebook. Et\mological references for
English words can be found in the Oxford English Dictionar\, and those for
Hebrew or Greek words in Strong¶s Concordance. Biblical quotes are from the
New Revised Standard Version.

First Suite
Flight (NR. 1)

³the fool¶s journe\´ iV a QaPe fRU Whe VWRU\ Rf Whe WZeQW\-WZR caUdV iQ Whe MajRU AUcaQa
iQ PRUe WUadiWiRQal iWeUaWiRQV Rf Whe TaURW. YRX VWaUW ZiWh The FRRl, ZiQd \RXU Za\ SaVW
caUdV like The LRYeUV, The TRZeU, The DeYil«aQd eQd XS aW ZhaW iV XVXall\ Whe fiQal
caUd, The WRUld. WheQ I Pade WhiV deck, I ZaVQ¶W iQWeQdiQg WR Well a VWRU\, leW alRQe echR
WhiV VWRU\ aQd iWV aUcheW\SeV. BXW aV I¶Ye VSeQW PRUe WiPe ZiWh Whe caUdV, ceUWaiQ VWRUieV
haYe UeYealed WhePVelYeV. I QRZ XQdeUVWaQd Whe deck WR be a jRXUQe\. NRW fURP PRiQW A WR
PRiQW B, bXW URXQd aQd URXQd, ciUcXPaPbXlaWiQg VRPeWhiQg hRl\ aQd hiddeQ. A jRXUQe\
Rf healiQg, a jRXUQe\ Rf begiQQiQg WR XQdeUVWaQd VRPeWhiQg, a jRXUQe\ Rf leaUQiQg WR Wake
P\ TXeVWiRQV PRUe VeUiRXVl\ aQd hRld P\ aQVZeUV PRUe Sla\fXll\. HeUe¶V WR Whe jRXUQe\.

Inward (NR. 2)
³You can see be\ond all that«´ iV fURP Be Here Now b\ RaP DaVV, S. 58.

DMT iV aQ eQWheRgeQic cRPSRXQd, a VacUed SV\chedelic. I aP gUaWefXl fRU WhiV aQd RWheU
SlaQW PediciQeV ² aQd WheiU hXPaQ caUeWakeUV ² fRU WheiU gXidaQce iQ P\ healiQg.

Other side (NR. 3)
³There is a place that is as far from here«´ iV fURP Whe bRRk Hone\ from the Rock b\
LaZUeQce KXVhQeU, S. 11.

³I can¶t imagine the bitter end«´ iV a liQe fURP Whe VRQg ³Oh MakeU´ b\ JaQelle MRQae,
Zhich aSSeaUed RQ heU 2010 albXP ArchAndroid.

Shed this (NR. 4)
³suit jackets over faerie wings´ UecallV Whe hRl\ We[W, The Faggots and Their Friends
Between Revolutions, ZUiWWeQ b\ LaUU\ MiWchell aQd illXVWUaWed b\ Ned AVWa.

³Masculinit\ can turn so poisonous.´ AQ\WhiQg I cRXld Va\ abRXW WhiV ZRXld be WhaQkV WR
bell hRRkV, eVSeciall\ heU bRRk Will to Change: Men, Masculinit\ and Love. She¶V beeQ



aQ iQYalXable WeacheU iQ WhiQkiQg abRXW Whe Za\V PaVcXliQiW\ caQ be WR[ic ² aV
cRUUXSWiQg WR Whe hXPaQ VSiUiW aV Whe bRd\ ² aQd alVR PRdelV Rf PaVcXliQiW\ WhaW
ePbUace lRYe, healiQg, YXlQeUabiliW\, aQd Whe TXeVW fRU gUeaWeU cRQQecWiRQ.

³All that is dear to me«´ iV Whe fRXUWh Rf Whe ³FiYe RePePbUaQceV´ aV WaXghW b\
VieWQaPeVe ZeQ WeacheU Thich NhaW HaQh. The RWheU UePePbUaQceV aUe WhaW I aP Rf a
QaWXUe WR gURZ Rld, WR haYe ill healWh aQd WR die, aQd WhaW P\ acWiRQV aUe P\ RQl\ WUXe
belRQgiQgV.

Rest (NR. 5)
³...how I¶ve learned that we should rest«´ UecallV VeYeUal gUeaW WeacheUV RQ Whe QeceVViW\
aQd Uadical SRWeQWial Rf UeVW, iQclXdiQg Ale[iV PaXliQe GXPbV, adUieQQe PaUee bURZQ,
TUicia HeUVe\ Rf The NaS MiQiVWU\, aQd VeYeUal UabbiV ZhR¶Ye WaXghW Pe abRXW VhabbaW.

³Avoid massage, wrestling«´ iV fURP Whe chaSWeU ³DUeaPV´ iQ Hippocratic Writings, S.
255. FRU fXUWheU cRPPeQWV RQ ZUeVWliQg, Vee QRWeV fRU It¶s True (NR. 25) aQd Archangel
(NR. 17).

³Sa\ it, without ceasing, as pra\er´ UecallV Whe PediWaWiYe SUacWice Rf CeQWeUiQg PUa\eU.
RaWheU WhaQ cleaU \RXU PiQd eQWiUel\, RU fRcXV RQl\ RQ Whe bUeaWh, \RX chRRVe a ViQgle
ZRUd. WheQ Whe PiQd ZaQdeUV, cRPe back WR Whe ZRUd, UeSeaWiQg iW TXieWl\ RU VileQWl\.
TheUe aUe, Rf cRXUVe, iQQXPeUable VSellV, PaQWUaV aQd affiUPaWiRQV fURP PaQ\ RWheU
UeligiRXV aQd VecXlaU WUadiWiRQV. TR ³SUa\ ZiWhRXW ceaViQg´ iV a VSiUiWXal PeWhRd fRXQd iQ
The Wa\ of the Pilgrim.

Ember (NR. 6)
St. Teresa of Avila liYed fURP 1515-1582. She iV SURbabl\ RQe Rf Whe PRVW UecRgQi]ed
P\VWicV iQ aQd RXWVide Rf Whe ChUiVWiaQ WUadiWiRQ. TeUeVa haV beeQ a cRPSaQiRQ WR Pe iQ
P\ jRXUQe\ WR Pake VeQVe Rf a VSiUiWXal life WhaW, aW VeePiQgl\ eYeU\ WXUQ, haV elXded
ZRUdV. She ZUiWeV: ³Whe VRXl Zill QRW kQRZ hRZ WR e[SlaiQ, QRU caQ iW XQdeUVWaQd hRZ iW
kQRZV, bXW iW dReV kQRZ ZiWh Whe gUeaWeVW ceUWiWXde´ (Interior Castle, iQclXded iQ The
Collected Works, vol. 2, S. 408). Meditations on the Song of Songs, heU VhRUW WUeaWiVe RQ
Whe hRlieVW Rf hRlieV iQ ChUiVWiaQ aQd JeZiVh VcUiSWXUeV, iV a SURfRXQdl\ helSfXl gXide iQ
delighWiQg iQ Whe P\VWeUieV Rf ZRUdV, V\PbRlV, aQd PeaQiQgfXl We[WV. AV Vhe Va\V: ³OQe
ZRUd Rf HiV Zill cRQWaiQ ZiWhiQ iWVelf a WhRXVaQd P\VWeUieV´ (Meditations on the Song of
Songs iQ The Collected Works, vol. 2, S. 217).

St. John of the Cross liYed fURP 1542-1591, aQd ZaV a SaUWQeU WR TeUeVa iQ heU UeligiRXV
UefRUPV Rf Whe CaUPeliWe RUdeU. He ZURWe e[WeQViYel\ Rf Whe P\VWical diPeQViRQV Rf QighW
aQd daUkQeVV. FRU e[aPSle, he ZUiWeV: ³JXVW aV WhiV daUk QighW Rf lRYiQg fiUe SXUgeV iQ
daUkQeVV, iW alVR iQ daUkQeVV dReV iWV ZRUk Rf eQkiQdliQg´ (The Dark Night, 12.1, S. 422).
AQd WhiV: ³ThURXgh Whe iQflaPiQg Rf lRYe Ze caQ XQdeUVWaQd VRPe Rf Whe delighWfXl
effecWV WhiV daUk QighW Rf cRQWePSlaWiRQ QRZ gUadXall\ SURdXced iQ Whe VRXl. SRPeWiPeV,
aV Ze Vaid, iW illXPiQeV iQ Whe PidVW Rf WheVe daUkQeVVeV (The Dark Night, 13.1, S. 424).

³We could not rest«´ iV fURP Parable of the Sower b\ OcWaYia E. BXWleU, S. 313-314.



TheUe¶V a TXaliW\ WR WhiV caUd UePiQiVceQW Rf Whe Wheel Rf FRUWXQe (XVXall\ WXcked
beWZeeQ The HeUPiW aQd SWUeQgWh) iQ Whe TaURW.

Thunderclap (NR. 7)
³Uranian epiphanies´ iV a ShUaVe I Sicked XS fURP a Siece Rf ZUiWiQg WhaW I, WUXWhfXll\,
XQdeUVWaQd liWWle Rf: Figuring the Sacred b\ PaXl RicReXU. The ShUaVe VhRZV XS iQ WhiV
VecWiRQ: ³The figXUe Rf Whe Vk\ VXSSRUWV Whe V\PbRliVP Rf Whe MRVW High aQd geQeUall\ Rf
diYiQe WUaQVceQdeQce. AQd WR WhiV Vk\ c\cle aUe aWWached iPageV Rf aVceQViRQ, RU
PRXQWaiQV RU laddeUV, WhRVe Rf flighW aQd Rf leYiWaWiRQ, aV Zell aV aVWUal, VRlaU aQd lXQaU
V\PbRliVPV, alRQg ZiWh XUaQiaQ eSiShaQieV VXch aV WhXQdeU, lighWQiQg, VWRUPV aQd
PeWeRUV«NRZheUe elVe iV Whe VRlidaUiW\ beWZeeQ Whe VacUed aQd QaWXUal SRZeUV VR Zell
aWWeVWed WR´ (S. 52). I PRVW aSSUeciaWe ² aQd WhiV haV QRWhiQg WR dR ZiWh hRZ RicRXUe
PeaQW iW ² WhaW ³XUaQiaQ´ caQ UefeU WR hRPRVe[XalV aQd TXeeU fRlkV. QXeeUQeVV haV iWV
RZQ eSiShaQieV, iWV RZQ UeYelaWiRQV Rf ideQWiW\ aQd diYiQiW\; Vee Dream (NR. 18).

³electrum stretch, the emergence of living creatures«´ UecallV Whe faVhiRQable eQWUaQce
Rf VRPe fUighWeQiQg Old TeVWaPeQW aQgelV. ³AV I lRRked, a VWRUP\ ZiQd caPe RXW Rf Whe
QRUWh: a gUeaW clRXd ZiWh bUighWQeVV aURXQd iW aQd fiUe flaVhiQg fRUWh cRQWiQXall\, aQd iQ
Whe Piddle Rf Whe fiUe, VRPeWhiQg like gleaPiQg aPbeU [elecWUXP]. IQ Whe Piddle Rf iW ZaV
VRPeWhiQg like fRXU liYiQg cUeaWXUeV´ (E]ekiel 1:4-5).

³Heavenl\ fire is spit forth b\ the planet«´ iV fURP PliQ\ Whe EldeU¶V Natural Histor\,
BRRk 2, ChaSWeU 18.

³coming and going, descending and ascending«´ UecallV Whe VWRU\ Rf JacRb¶V LaddeU.
³AQd he dUeaPed WhaW WheUe ZaV a laddeU VeW XS RQ Whe eaUWh, Whe WRS Rf iW UeachiQg WR
heaYeQ; aQd Whe aQgelV Rf GRd ZeUe aVceQdiQg aQd deVceQdiQg RQ iW´ (GeQeViV 28:12).

Heal (NR. 8)
FRU VRPe UeaVRQ, Whe YiVXal deVcUiSWiRQ fRU Whe caUd did QRW ZaQW WR liYe iQ Whe PediWaWiRQ.
TRR PXch Rf Whe eVVeQce Rf healiQg e[ceedV laQgXage. I¶ll jXVW Va\ WhaW I¶P VeeiQg Whe
caUd aV a geQWle ZaVh Rf lighW blXe aQd a SiQkiVh-SXUSle. The cRlRU VeePV WR UiVe fURP Whe
bRWWRP, like a lRYel\ billRZ Rf VPRke fURP a VPall fiUe. IQ Whe ceQWeU Rf Whe caUd iV a
VaWXUaWed Ued-RUaQge RUb; iW¶V VPall. OWheU WhaQ Whe bRUdeU, Whe ZRUd ³heal,´ aQd aQ
XSVide-dRZQ WUiaQgle iQ Whe bRWWRP UighW-haQd cRUQeU, WheUe iV QR PaUkeU iQ WhiV iPage.
The WUiaQgle alVR aSSeaUV iQ Dream (NR. 18).

³I wanted to let go ² entirel\«´ iV a UefeUeQce WR P\ UelaWiRQVhiS ZiWh VXicide. I haYe
Uelied RQ Whe VXSSRUW Rf PaQ\ SeRSle (iQclXdiQg deaU fUieQdV, belRYedV, WheUaSiVWV, aQd
RWheU Pedical SURfeVViRQalV aQd healeUV) iQ P\ effRUWV WR caUe fRU P\Velf WhURXgh Whe
ZRUVW Rf WhRVe PRPeQWV aQd WheiU chRSS\ ZakeV. HealiQg haVQ¶W beeQ abRXW UePRYiQg
WhaW QRWiRQ fURP P\ PiQd. IQ UealiW\, a gUeaW SaUW Rf P\ SaWh haV beeQ XQdeUVWaQdiQg PRUe
Rf Whe diPeQViRQV Rf P\ WhRXghWV, feeliQgV, aQd e[SeUieQceV Rf VXicide.



Second Suite
Prophes\ (NR. 9)

PURSheWV aQd RUacleV ZeUe bRWh diYiQeUV ZhRVe iQVighW Uelied QRW RQ VacUificial liYeUV RU
biUdV, bXW RQ ZRUdV, RQ hXPaQ laQgXage. OUacleV alZa\V aQVZeUed a TXeVWiRQ (RfWeQ
eQigPaWicall\). PURSheWV, RQ Whe RWheU haQd, VSRke XQSURPSWed. The SURShec\ bXbbleV XS
ZiWhiQ. TheUe¶V QR RSWiRQ QRW WR VhaUe iW.

A QRWe RQ caUd RUdeU: WhiV iV Whe fiUVW caUd Rf Whe VecRQd VXiWe, a cRQWiQXaWiRQ Rf Whe RYeUall
jRXUQe\ aQd a UeWXUQ WR VRPe W\Se Rf begiQQiQg. AlVR, WR prophes\ iV WR VSeak iQWR Whe
VSace beWZeeQ healing (Heal, NR. 8) aQd heaven (Cielo, NR. 10).

Cielo (NR. 10)
³Gone. Gone gone be\ond«´ iV fURP Be Here Now b\ RaP DaVV (S. 8), echRiQg Whe
PaQWUa aW Whe cRQclXViRQ Rf Whe HeaUW SXWUa, Gate, Gate, Paragate, Parasamgate, Bodhi
Svaha. The UeVW Rf WhaW Sage iQ Be Here Now UeadV: ³WhR¶V adYeQWXURXV eQRXgh WR ZaQW
WR gR RQ WhaW jRXUQe\? DR \RX Ueali]e ZheQ \RX gR RQ WhaW jRXUQe\ iQ RUdeU WR geW WR Whe
deVWiQaWiRQ, YOU caQ QeYeU geW WR Whe deVWiQaWiRQ? IQ Whe SURceVV YOU PXVW die. MUST
DIE. PUeWW\ fieUce jRXUQe\, SUeWW\ fieUce UeTXiUePeQW. We ZaQW YRlXQWeeUV.´ See Whe QRWe
fRU Death (NR. 42).

³...(an\ more than hell), and onl\ that heaven or hell«´ geVWXUeV WR Whe faPRXV VSeech Rf
SaWaQ iQ JRhQ MilWRQ¶V Paradise Lost. ³The PiQd iV iWV RZQ Slace aQd iQ iWVelf / caQ Pake
a HeaY¶Q Rf Hell, a Hell Rf HeaY¶Q´ (BRRk 1.254-5).

³...grains of dust.´ RegaUdiQg gUaiQV, Vee Chaff (NR. 45). FRU PRUe RQ dXVW, Vee Sweat
(NR. 28).

Down low (NR. 11)
The ShUaVe ³dRZQ lRZ´ cRPeV RXW Rf Black cXlWXUe (PRVWl\ SUe-PilleQQiXP) WR deVcUibe
PeQ ZhR haYe Ve[ ZiWh PeQ bXW ZhR dR QRW ideQWif\ aV ga\ RU TXeeU. IW¶V a ShUaVe ZiWh
deeS hiVWRU\, ZUaSSed XS ZiWh Whe VWUXcWXUal UealiWieV Rf AIDS aQd UaciVP, aV Zell aV Whe
SRliWicV Rf cRPiQg RXW aQd Whe PaQ\ SURceVVeV Ze caQ cRllaSVe iQWR Whe elidiQg
ShUaVe³negotiating identit\.´

³«locked in a cedarwood box«´ UefeUV WR VRPe Rf Whe fiUVW liQeV iQ Whe GilgaPeVh VWRU\,
RQe Rf P\ PRVW VacUed We[WV. ³NRZ lRRk fRU Whe cedaUZRRd bR[, XQdR iWV lRckV Rf bURQ]e,
RSeQ Whe dRRU WR iWV VecUeWV, Wake XS Whe WableWV Rf laSiV la]Xli aQd Uead alRXd: Uead all WhaW
GilgaPeVh ZeQW WhURXgh, Uead Rf all hiV VXffeUiQg.´ See Whe Gilgamesh WUaQVlaWiRQ b\
SRShXV Helle, S. 4.

A YiVXal QRWe: WhiV caUd haV a blXe baVe RU fRXQdaWiRQ, Zhich UePiQdV Pe Rf Whe caUd It¶s
True (NR. 25).

Damage (NR. 12)
³Coloni]er, perhaps´ ZaUUaQWV a QRWe RQ ZhR I aP, P\ SRViWiRQaliW\ RU VRcial lRcaWiRQ. I
aP a ZhiWe SeUVRQ fURP PXlWiSle liQeageV Rf VeWWleU cRlRQialiVWV. I gUeZ XS iQ a Slace I



kQeZ aV AUkaQVaV, Whe hRPelaQd Rf Whe QXaSaZ. M\ blRRd aQceVWRUV ZeUe fURP
TeQQeVVee, NRUWh CaURliQa, SZiW]eUlaQd aQd, I WhiQk, ScRWlaQd aQd EQglaQd. M\
XQdeUVWaQdiQg Rf cRlRQi]aWiRQ aQd decRlRQi]aWiRQ iV iQdebWed WR VchRlaUV ShaZQ WilVRQ
aQd RR[aQQe DXQbaU OUWi]; fUieQdV aQd acTXaiQWaQceV fURP TaRV PXeblR; The Red
NaWiRQ, baVed iQ AlbXTXeUTXe, NeZ Me[icR; P\ fUieQdV aQd cRlleagXeV iQ ³DecRlRQi]iQg
BXddhiVW SWXdieV´; aQd PaQ\ RWheUV. SRPe haUPV caQQRW be UighWed. SWill, I RffeU WheVe
caUdV aV a SUa\eU iQWR Whe daPage aQd YiRleQce WhaW e[iVW becaXVe Rf VeWWleU cRlRQialiVP.

Big Love (NR. 13)
³Sacred Heart of Universal Love´ iV P\ Wake RQ Whe SRSXlaU CaWhRlic deYRWiRQV WR Whe
SacUed HeaUW Rf JeVXV aQd MaU\. M\ faYRUiWe VaiQW (QRW \eW aQ Rfficial VaiQW), BleVVed
BeUQaUdR FUaQciVcR de HR\RV \ Sexa (1711 - 1735), died \RXQg. BefRUe WhaW, hRZeYeU, he
PaUUied JeVXV iQ a P\VWical YiViRQ aQd ZRUked WR VSUead deYRWiRQ WR Whe SacUed HeaUW iQ
SSaiQ. ThiV ZaV a cRPSlicaWed WhRXgh aUdeQW deViUe, ViQce Whe VSUead Rf UeligiRXV
deYRWiRQ ZaV bRXQd XS ZiWh cRlRQi]aWiRQ iQ Whe APeUicaV. (See RR[aQQe DXQbaU OUWi]
fRU PRUe RQ SSaiQ¶V URle iQ UeligiRXV SeUVecXWiRQ iQ Whe GUeaWeU SRXWhZeVW.) WUaSSiQg P\
PiQd aQd heaUW aURXQd WheVe la\eUV Rf UealiW\ ² leW alRQe Whe P\VWical e[SeUieQce WhaW
Veeded WhiV caUd aQd deck ² iV RQgRiQg.

³Gravitation produced thermal energ\«´ iV fURP Whe SReP ³SWaUdXVW´ b\ EUQeVWR
CaUdiQal aQd WUaQVlaWed b\ JRhQaWhaQ CRheQ.

A QRWe RQ caUd RUdeU. ThiV caUd iQiWiaWeV a VSecial VeTXeQce iQ Whe deck, iWeUaWiRQV Rf 13.
Check iW RXW: Big Love (NR. 13), Touch (NR. 26), Cooking Pot (NR. 39).

Salt (NR. 14)
ThiV caUd iQYiWeV UiWXal. OQe iQYiWaWiRQ iV WR ZRUk ZiWh Whe SReP WhaW begiQV Whe
PediWaWiRQ. If \RX caQ, gR WR Whe RceaQ RU a Widal aUea; \RX¶ll kQRZ ZhaW WR dR. AQd if
WhaW¶V QRW aQ RSWiRQ, aQRWheU iQYiWaWiRQ iV WR hRld a VPall SiQch Rf ValW iQ \RXU haQd. SSeak
WR iW Rf \RXU hRSeV, dUeaPV, feaUV RU ZhaWeYeU \RX Qeed WR VSeak. HRld iW XQWil, aW laVW, \RX
feel iW iV WiPe WR leW gR. TheQ dR WhaW.

What is (NR. 15)
³...in the beginning...right now...shall be´ iV fUeel\ WakeQ fURP Whe GlRU\ Be SUa\eU iQ Whe
ChUiVWiaQ WUadiWiRQ (³GlRU\ be WR Whe FaWheU, WR Whe SRQ, aQd WR Whe HRl\ SSiUiW, aV iW ZaV iQ
Whe begiQQiQg, iV QRZ, aQd fRUeYeU Vhall be, ZRUld ZiWhRXW eQd, APeQ´), Rf Zhich WheUe
aUe iQQXPeUable iQWeUSUeWaWiRQV. The WUXeVW aQd PRVW gRUgeRXV YeUViRQ Rf WhiV SUa\eU I¶Ye
eYeU heaUd (fURP a BeQedicWiQe PRQk aW a PRQaVWeU\ iQ NeZ YRUk VWaWe) gReV, ³GlRU\ be
WR Whe LRYeU, Whe BelRYed, aQd LRYe OYeUflRZiQg.´

Theft (NR. 16)
SRPe Rf Whe caUd iPageV, I¶Ye Ueali]ed, haYe YiVXal elePeQWV WhaW I VXUel\ Sicked XS fURP
iQdigeQRXV VW\leV aQd SeWURgl\ShV iQ Whe SRXWhZeVW: fRU e[aPSle, Whe Za\ Whe VSiUal Rf
MediciQe (NR. 21) iV dUaZQ, aQd Whe WaVVelV iQ caUdV like What is (NR. 15). ThiV ZaV
XQiQWeQWiRQal aQd, QeYeUWheleVV, beaUV ackQRZledgiQg. I haYe RQl\ alWeUed RQe caUd iQ WhiV
deck afWeU Whe facW, aQd WhaW ZaV WR RbVcXUe a SaUWicXlaU elePeQW WhaW VeePed, afWeU



UeflecWiRQ, QRW PiQe WR VhaUe. I caQQRW deQ\ WhaW WhiV deck iV VSiUiWXall\ V\QcUeWic, aV TaURW
haV beeQ fRU Whe eQWiUeW\ Rf iWV hiVWRU\ aV a diYiQaWRU\ WRRl. I haYe WUied WR giYe cUediW
ZheUe iW iV dXe, WR QRW UeeQacW VeWWleU cRlRQial SaWWeUQV Rf cXlWXUal RU eSiVWePRlRgical WhefW.
WheUe I haYe eUUed, Whe eUURU iV PiQe aQd I aP VRUU\.

Third Suite
Archangel (NR. 17)

Angel iV fURP Whe aQcieQW GUeek angelos, Zhich cRPeV fURP Whe HebUeZ ZRUd, malak,
PeaQiQg ³PeVVeQgeU.´

³What of the hierarch\«´ UefeUV WR On the Celestial Hierarch\ b\ PVeXdR DiRQ\ViXV,
fURP aURXQd Whe fifWh ceQWXU\ CE. AQgelV aUe gURXSed iQWR WhUee WUiRV. FURP WRS (clRVeVW
WR GRd) WR bRWWRP (clRVeVW WR hXPaQV), Whe\ aUe: SeUaShiP, CheUXbiP, ThURQeV;
DRPiQiRQV, ViUWXeV, aQd PRZeUV; PUiQciSaliWieV, AUchaQgelV, aQd AQgelV. TheUe aUe
VRPeWiPeV WhRXghW WR be fRXU RU VeYeQ aUchaQgelV, deSeQdiQg RQ Whe WUadiWiRQ. See Whe
chaSWeU ³AUchaQgelV´ iQ From Gabriel to Lucifer b\ ValeU\ ReeV.

³...demand \our wrestling arm´ UecallV Whe VWRU\ Rf JacRb ZUeVWliQg ZiWh aQ aQgel.
IQWeUeVWiQgl\, Whe We[W UefeUV WR WhiV ³aQgel´ aV a PaQ, hXPaQiW\ RQ Whe cRllecWiYe leYel,
aQd GRd, bXW QRW, iQ facW, aQ aQgel. ThiV VWRU\ becaPe iPSRUWaQW elVeZheUe iQ Whe deck;
Vee It¶s True (NR. 25).

³Naught\ angels ² The Fallen ² taught us«´ UefeUeQceV Whe aSRcU\Shal BRRk(V) Rf
EQRch WhaW dealV ZiWh Whe idea Rf falleQ aQgelV, fRUbiddeQ kQRZledge, aQd Whe NeShiliP.
The biblical VRXUce Rf NeShiliP iV GeQeViV 6:4: ³The NeShiliP ZeUe RQ Whe eaUWh iQ WhRVe
da\V ² aQd alVR afWeUZaUd ² ZheQ Whe VRQV Rf GRd ZeQW WR Whe daXghWeUV Rf hXPaQV aQd
had childUeQ b\ WheP. The\ ZeUe Whe heUReV Rf Rld, PeQ Rf UeQRZQ.´

³Well I¶ll just lick an angel«´ iV fURP Whe VRQg ³Take a B\We´ RQ Whe 2018 albXP Dirt\
Computer b\ JaQelle MRQae.

³Consider that \ou, too, are an angel´ UecallV LaZUeQce KXVhQeU¶V Wake RQ aQgelV ZheQ
he ZUiWeV WhaW, ³I dR QRW kQRZ hRZ PaQ\ WiPeV iQ RQe¶V life RQe iV alVR a PeVVeQgeU. BXW
fRU eYeU\RQe iW iV aW leaVW RQce. OQe WR ZhRP iW iV giYeQ WR kQRZ WhaW WheiU eUUaQd iV
cRPSleWed iV bleVVed aQd UaUe. NRW VR fRU PRVW Rf XV. RePePbeU RQl\ WhaW \RX aUe QRW
alZa\V gRiQg ZheUe \RX aUe gRiQg fRU Whe UeaVRQV \RX WhiQk \RX aUe. See Hone\ from the
Rock, S. 68.

Dream (NR. 18)
³Don¶t dream it, be it´ iV a liQe VXQg b\ TiP CXUU\ iQ The Rock\ Horror Picture Show
(1975). ThiV PRYie, OcWaYia E. BXWleU¶V Parable of the Sower, JaQelle MRQae¶V albXP
ArchAndroid, aQd Whe eSic Rf GilgaPeVh aQd EQkidX aUe VRPe Rf Whe PRVW PeaQiQgfXl
VWRUieV iQ P\ life.

³«to the healing temples where«´ UefeUeQceV Whe SUacWiceV VXUURXQdiQg Whe cXlW Rf



AVkleSiRV, Whe GUeek aQd RRPaQ healiQg gRd SaU e[celleQce. See Whe ZRUkV Rf VchRlaUV
VXch aV KiPbeUle\ C. PaWWRQ aQd PaWUicia CR[ MilleU.

ThiV caUd aQd Big Love (NR. 13) cRPe fURP P\ RZQ e[SeUieQceV ² e[SeUieQceV I¶Ye
YaUiRXVl\ deVcUibed aV VSiUiWXal, P\VWeUiRXV, RUacXlaU, iPagiQaWiYe, aQd, RQ RccaViRQ,
P\VWical.

A YiVXal QRWe: like Whe caUd Heal (NR. 8), Whe deVcUiSWiRQ didQ¶W ZaQW WR liYe iQ Whe
PediWaWiRQ (RWheU WhaQ Whe liQe ³TheUPal YeQWV RQ Whe RceaQ flRRU´). ThiV caUd iV a field
eQWiUel\ Rf VhadeV Rf SiQk aQd PaQ\ dRZQZaUd-WXUQed WUiaQgleV: VRPe aUe a VRlid SiQk,
VRPe haYe geRPeWUic deVigQV iQ WheP. SRlid black RUbV UiVe fURP Whe bRWWRP RU PeeW aW
Whe WiSV Rf Whe WUiaQgleV.

Delta (NR. 19)
³...m\ beloved is mine«´ UecallV a liQe fURP Whe hRlieVW Rf ChUiVWiaQ aQd JeZiVh
VcUiSWXUeV. ³M\ belRYed iV PiQe aQd I aP hiV; he SaVWXUeV hiV flRck aPRQg Whe lilieV. UQWil
Whe da\ bUeaWheV aQd Whe VhadRZV flee, WXUQ, P\ belRYed, be like a ga]elle RU a \RXQg VWag
RQ Whe clefW PRXQWaiQV.´ (SRQg Rf SRQgV 2:16-17).

³The onl\ lasting truth is Change´ iV fURP OcWaYia E. BXWleU¶V Parable of the Sower. IW iV
Whe WhiUd liQe Rf Whe RSeQiQg YeUVeV Rf VcUiSWXUe, Earthseed: The Books of the Living. The
eQWiUe UefUaiQ gReV: ³All WhaW \RX WRXch, \RX ChaQge. All WhaW \RX ChaQge, ChaQgeV \RX.
The RQl\ laVWiQg WUXWh iV ChaQge. GRd iV ChaQge.´

³generous creatrix´ iV fURP Whe ³QUEER MORNING BLESSINGS / biUkRW haVhachaU´
b\ DRUi MidQighW aQd RaQd\ FXUaVh -SWeZaUW.

Echo (NR. 20)
³d.m.t. fever dreams´ iV aV clRVe aV I cRXld geW WR deVcUibiQg P\ e[SeUieQce ZiWh WhiV
cRPSRXQd. See Whe QRWe fRU Inward (NR. 2).

³move into this chamber´ VXggeVWV Whe PRRd Rf Whe biblical YeUVe, ³DUaZ Pe afWeU \RX,
leW XV Pake haVWe. The kiQg haV bURXghW Pe iQWR hiV chaPbeUV´ (SRQg Rf SRQgV 1:4).

³a delicac\ disrupted b\ war´ UefeUV WR Undrowned b\ Ale[iV PaXliQe GXPbV. She
ZUiWeV: ³GUa\ ZhaleV aUe ZRUld VhaSeUV«AQd Whe\ haYe beeQ PiVViQg fURP Whe AWlaQWic
OceaQ ViQce Whe eQd Rf Whe WUaQVaWlaQWic VlaYe WUade. WhaW haSSeQed? MaUiQe biRlRgiVW Va\
iW iV VWill a P\VWeU\ Zh\«I ZRQdeU if Whe WR[iciW\ Rf Whe VlaYe WUade aQd iWV iPSacW RQ Whe
RceaQ haYe beeQ XQdeU-UeSRUWed. LXcille ClifWRQ Va\V Whe µAWlaQWic iV a Vea Rf bRQeV.¶
WhaW iV Whe half-life Rf Whe WUaQVXbVWaQWiaWiRQ Rf life iQWR VeUYiWXde? DReV iW eYeU
diVVRlYe?´ (S. 118).

Echo haV a P\Whical cRQQecWiRQ, bXW WhiV (like PRVW eYeU\WhiQg iQ Whe cUeaWiRQ Rf Whe
caUdV) ZaV QRW iQWeQWiRQal. IQ GUeek VWRUieV, EchR ZaV a PRXQWaiQ Q\PSh ZhR ZeXV XVed
WR SURWecW hiPVelf fURP hiV RZQ deciViRQV; Whe\¶d beeQ VeeiQg each RWheU, bXW ZeXV ZaVQ¶W
beiQg XS fURQW ZiWh hiV Zife, HeUa. SR HeUa SXW RQ EchR a WeUUible cXUVe: WR RQl\ UeSeaW



Whe ZRUdV laVW VSRkeQ WR heU. WhaW ZeUe WhRVe ZRUdV, VSRkeQ aQd heaUd, fRU \RX?

Medicine (NR. 21)
I caQ Va\ QR PRUe abRXW Medicine.

Pla\ (NR. 22)
A QRWe RQ caUd RUdeU: Whe SiQk ³figXUeV´ iQ Whe ceQWUal SaUW Rf WhiV iPage aUe ViPilaU WR
WhRVe iQ Archangel (NR. 17) aQd Hallowed (NR. 23). PeUhaSV WheVe aUe Whe WhUee WUiRV Rf
aQgelV fURP Whe Celestial Hierarch\? The\ Pa\ be. IW¶V iPSRUWaQW WR keeS WhiV WUiR Rf
caUdV WeWheUed iQ RXU PiQdV ² aUchaQgelV caUU\ a PeVVage, VRPeWhiQg WR dR ZiWh Whe deeS
hRliQeVV Rf Sla\.

A YiVXal QRWe: I haYe beeQ WRld WhaW Whe figXUeV lRRk ViPilaU WR ceUWaiQ HebUeZ leWWeUV. ThiV
ZaV XQiQWeQWiRQal. TheUe¶V a VWRU\ WR be WRld Rf Whe lRQg hiVWRU\ Rf Whe RccXlWiVW XUge WR
PeUge YaUiRXV WUadiWiRQV, iQclXdiQg JeZiVh P\VWiciVP, iQWR a ViQgXlaU V\VWeP Rf eVRWeUic
kQRZledge. IW ZaV WhiV VRUW Rf V\QcUeWic XUge WhaW led WR Whe cUeaWiRQ Rf Whe PRdeUQ WaURW
b\ PaPela CRlPaQ SPiWh aQd A.E. WaiWe ² Whe SURgeQiWRU fRU PRVW WaURW deckV WhaW haYe
cRPe afWeU. I didQ¶W PeaQ fRU Whe YiVXalV Rf WheVe caUdV WR UefeUeQce eiWheU HebUeZ leWWeUV
RU JeZiVh P\VWiciVP. SWill, I aP gUaWefXl WR JeZiVh cUeaWiYeV aQd WeacheUV ² eVSeciall\
DRUi MidQighW, Rebekah EUeY, aQd LaZUeQce KXVhQeU ² fRU Whe deSWh Whe\¶Ye bURXghW
iQWR P\ life WhURXgh WheiU ZRUk. AlVR, Whe black ³SaQSiSeV´ aSSeaU iQ Sweat (NR. 28)

Hallowed (NR. 23)
³wh\ rush so quickl\«´ iV a liQe fURP Whe VRQg ³WhR¶V GRd´ RQ Whe 2013 albXP
Ceremon\ b\ RaaVhaQ AhPad, ZhR iV TXRWiQg Whe PeUViaQ SReW Hafi].

Rot (NR. 24)
³Decomposition,´ aV a geQeUal cRQceSW, UecallV WalW WhiWPaQ¶V SReP ³ThiV CRPSRVW,´
RQe liQe Rf Zhich UeadV, ³SRPeWhiQg VWaUWleV Pe ZheUe I WhRXghW I ZaV VafeVW.´ AQgelV
UePiQd XV, hRZeYeU, WR be QRW afUaid.

³There¶s a Tower qualit\«´ iV UefeUeQciQg The TRZeU caUd iQ WUadiWiRQal WaURW, XVXall\
SRViWiRQed beWZeeQ The DeYil aQd The SWaU.

A YiVXal QRWe: WheUe¶V a ceQWUal gUeeQ RUb diYided dRZQ WR Whe cRUe iQ fRXU SlaceV (VliceV),
\eW iW¶V laUgel\ cRQQecWed. Black VTXiggleV eUXSW fURP Whe cRUe. A WRQgXe Rf Seach\
RUaQge aQd deQVe black VTXiggleV PRYeV WR Whe lefW. Black liQeV cRQQecW RUbV XS WRS ²
VRPe ViPSle aQd VWUaighW, RWheUV laVhiQg aQd elecWUic. A black liQe iV Rff WR Whe lefW. A
Seach\ aUea, cXUYiQg XSZaUd aW a VWeeS SiWch, iV like aQ e[SRQeQWial liQe RQ a gUaSh. A
Wie-d\e baQd Rf \ellRZ aQd gUeeQ UeVWV abRYe Whe ZRUd ³RRW.´

TheUe aUe fRXU caUdV WhaW aUe iWeUaWiRQV Rf WZelYe: Damage (NR. 12), Rot (NR. 24), Filth
(NR. 36) aQd All of it (NR. 48, Whe fiQal caUd). ThaW VXbWeUUaQeaQ WhUead cRXld VXggeVW
³XQdeViUable´ aVSecWV Rf Whe hXPaQ e[SeUieQceV aUe QRQeWheleVV eVVeQWial WR WhiV jRXUQe\,
WR WhiV ciUcXPaPbXlaWiRQ Rf RXU RZQ liYeV.



Fourth Suite
It¶s True (NR. 25)

³«like Jacob wrestling the angel«´ iV a UefeUeQce WR WhiV VWRU\ fURP GeQeViV 32:23-29:
³AfWeU he had VeQW WheP acURVV Whe VWUeaP, he VeQW RYeU all hiV SRVVeVViRQV. SR JacRb ZaV
lefW alRQe, aQd a PaQ ZUeVWled ZiWh hiP Will da\bUeak. WheQ Whe PaQ VaZ WhaW he cRXld
QRW RYeUSRZeU hiP, he WRXched Whe VRckeW Rf JacRb¶V hiS VR WhaW hiV hiS ZaV ZUeQched aV
he ZUeVWled ZiWh Whe PaQ. TheQ Whe PaQ Vaid, µLeW Pe gR, fRU iW iV da\bUeak.¶ BXW JacRb
UeSlied, µI Zill QRW leW \RX gR XQleVV \RX bleVV Pe.¶ The PaQ aVked hiP, µWhaW iV \RXU
QaPe?¶ µJacRb,¶ he aQVZeUed. TheQ Whe PaQ Vaid, µYRXU QaPe Zill QR lRQgeU be JacRb,
bXW IVUael, becaXVe \RX haYe VWUXggled ZiWh GRd aQd ZiWh hXPaQV aQd haYe RYeUcRPe.¶
JacRb Vaid, µPleaVe Well Pe \RXU QaPe.¶ BXW he UeSlied, µWh\ dR \RX aVk P\ QaPe?¶ TheQ
he bleVVed hiP WheUe.´ FRU PRUe RQ JacRb, Vee Archangel (NR. 17).

Touch (NR. 26)
SRPe fRUP Rf Whe ZRUd ³WRXch´ haV e[iVWed fRU QeaUl\ a PilleQQiXP; Whe fiUVW hiW (aQd WhaW
iV ZhaW iW PeaQV, WR ³hiW´ RU ³VWUike´) iV fURP abRXW 1100 CE, aQd ZiWhiQ 100 \eaUV iW ZaV
XVed WR PeaQ QRW RQl\ PakiQg cRQWacW ZiWh VRPeWhiQg, bXW alVR WR ³WRXch RQ´ a VXbjecW.
We bUiQg VR PXch WR Whe caUdV WhaW aQiPaWe RXU liYeV ² RXU XQceUWaiQWieV, aQ[ieWieV,
hRSeV ² bXW Whe caUdV caQ RQl\ WRXch RQ WhRVe P\VWeUieV. YeW eYeQ Whe geQWleVW WRXch caQ
VWUike XV SURfRXQdl\, UeYeUbeUaWiQg WhURXghRXW RXU bRdieV aQd VSiUiWV.

A YiVXal QRWe: I¶P VeeiQg WZR SXUSle VWaUV (each Pade Rf WhUee iQWeUVecWiQg liQeV Rf SaiQW)
aQd aQ alPRVW cellXlaU VWUXcWXUe Rf SXUSle aQd RUaQge, Zhich iV UiQged iQ blXe. I fiQd iW
VWUaQge WhaW fRU a caUd called ³TRXch´ VR feZ Rf Whe cRlRUV acWXall\ WRXch each RWheU;
WheUe¶V a WiQ\, alPRVW XQQRWiceable diS Rf SXUSle iQWR blXe, bXW WhaW¶V iW.

³...microscopic and cosmic«visible and invisible«´ VSeakV WR Whe cRllecWiYe WUaXPa aQd
UealiWieV Rf Whe glRbal cRURQaYiUXV SaQdePic, Zhich haV VWUeWched RQ fRU QeaUl\ Whe
eQWiUeW\ Rf Whe cUeaWiRQ Rf Whe So Damn Divine Oracle. I Pade WhiV caUd VRPeWiPe aURXQd
JaQXaU\ 2020, aV iW ZaV all VWaUWiQg. TRXch. ³How long have \ou gone without?´

Fanc\ (NR. 27)
³To thine own self be true«´ iV heUe a liQe fURP Whe VRQg ³FaQc\.´ IW¶V beeQ cRYeUed b\
OUYille Peck aQd Reba McEQWiUe, aQd ZaV ZUiWWeQ aQd fiUVW SeUfRUPed b\ BRbb\ GeQWU\.
The VRQg¶V SURWagRQiVW, FaQc\, iV deVcUibiQg a lRckeW heU PRPPa gaYe heU. The liQe iV
RUigiQall\ fURP ShakeVSeaUe.

Sweat (NR. 28)
³th\ throes, th\ perturbations´ iV fURP Whe WalW WhiWPaQ SReP ³ThRX OUb AlRfW
FXll-Da]]liQg.´

³the scent of these armpits«´ iV fURP Whe WalW WhiWPaQ SReP, ³SRQg Rf M\Velf.´

³the word µsweat¶ shows up twice´ UefeUeQceV WZR iQVWaQceV Rf Whe ZRUd ³VZeaW,´ RQe iQ
Whe HebUeZ Bible aQd Whe RWheU iQ Whe ChUiVWiaQ NeZ TeVWaPeQW. The fiUVW (HebUeZ ]eah)



iV fURP Whe YeUVe, ³B\ Whe VZeaW Rf \RXU bURZ \RX Zill eaW \RXU fRRd XQWil \RX UeWXUQ WR
Whe gURXQd´ (GeQeViV 3:19). ThiV iV dXUiQg GRd¶V lRQg cXUVe Rf AdaP, EYe aQd Whe
VeUSeQW. (IQcideQWall\, Whe URRW Rf Whe HebUeZ ZRUd fRU VeUSeQW caQ PeaQ ³diYiQaWiRQ´).
GRd iV caVWiQg WheP RXW Rf Whe GaUdeQ Rf EdeQ, VcaUed Whe hXPaQV ZRXld becRPe gRdV
WhePVelYeV: ³AQd Whe LRUd GRd Vaid, µThe PaQ haV QRZ becRPe like RQe Rf XV, kQRZiQg
gRRd aQd eYil. He PXVW QRW be allRZed WR Ueach RXW hiV haQd aQd Wake alVR fURP Whe WUee Rf
life aQd eaW, aQd liYe fRUeYeU¶´ (GeQeViV 3:22). GRd eYeQ VWaWiRQV aQ aQgel ² a cheUXbiP
² aW Whe gaWe Rf EdeQ WR keeS WheP RXW. ThiV iV Whe RQl\ Slace iQ Whe bible WhaW WhiV
HebUeZ ZRUd aSSeaUV. The VecRQd iQVWaQce Rf ³VZeaW´ iV fURP Whe VceQe ZheUe JeVXV iV
SUa\iQg iQ Whe GaUdeQ Rf GeWhVePaQe RQ Whe MRXQW Rf OliYeV Whe QighW befRUe hiV
e[ecXWiRQ: ³AQ aQgel fURP heaYeQ aSSeaUed WR hiP aQd VWUeQgWheQed hiP. AQd beiQg iQ
aQgXiVh, he SUa\ed PRUe eaUQeVWl\, aQd hiV VZeaW ZaV like dURSV Rf blRRd falliQg WR Whe
gURXQd´ (LXke 22:23-24). AgaiQ, WhiV ³VZeaW´ (GUeek hidrys) iV Whe RQl\ Slace WhiV ZRUd
aSSeaUV iQ Whe Bible. TZR gaUdeQV, WZR aQgelV, WZR VZeaWV.

³The\ sa\ the m\thical River Dinur«´ iV UefeUeQciQg Whe eQWU\ abRXW Whe ³haVhPalliP´
iQ GXVWaY DaYidVRQ¶V Dictionar\ of Angels.

Cr\ing (NR. 29)
³...moved so quickl\ into confrontation and anger«´ allXdeV WR Whe Za\ PaQ\
PaVcXliQe-geQdeU SeRSle aUe cRQdiWiRQed WR VXSSUeVV Whe UaZeVW ePRWiRQV, VaYe fRU aQgeU.
TZR bRRkV WhaW haYe helSed Pe leaUQ abRXW WhiV ZiWhiQ P\Velf, LaPa RRd OZeQ¶V Love
and Rage aQd bell hRRkV¶V Will to Change.

³He is dangerous´ iV a liQe fURP Whe VRQg ³ThiV JeVXV MXVW Die´ fURP Whe 1973 albXP
Jesus Christ Superstar.

³a thousand teardrops can¶t be wrong´ aQd Whe Qe[W TXRWe aUe liQeV fURP Whe VRQg
³C¶PRQ Bab\, CU\´ b\ OUYille Peck, fURP hiV 2022 albXP Bronco.

Revelation (NR. 30)
³...the thirteen winds´ UefeUV WR Whe fieUce ZiQdV WhaW ShaPaVh XQleaVhed WR helS
GilgaPeVh aQd EQkidX baWWle Whe fRUeVW gXaUdiaQ HXPbaba. The\ ZeUe Whe ³VRXWh ZiQd,
QRUWh ZiQd, eaVW ZiQd, ZeVW ZiQd, gXVW, aQd gale, WePSeVW, bli]]aUd, ZiQdV Rf eYil, dePRQ
blaVW, WhXQdeUVWRUP, ZhiUlZiQd, aQd hXUUicaQe.´ See TableW II Rf PRVW Gilgamesh
WUaQVlaWiRQ; VSecificall\, Vee SRShXV Helle¶V WUaQVlaWiRQ, S. 48.

³Wildfires release vast, swelling energ\ into the sk\ ² a birthing´ UefeUeQceV VR PaQ\
WhiQgV abRXW ZildfiUeV, eVSeciall\ Whe PegafiUeV WhaW aUe bXUQiQg QRZ iQ Whe WZeQW\-fiUVW
ceQWXU\ ² a QeZ W\Se Rf ³XUaQiaQ eSiShaQ\´ (See QRWe RQ Thunderclap, NR. 8). The ZRUd
³S\URcXPXlRQiPbXV,´ deVcUibiQg a W\Se Rf ZildfiUe-iQdXced VWRUP clRXd, fiUVW aSSeaUed iQ
Whe NeZ YRUk TiPeV iQ 2021.

The BRRk Rf ReYelaWiRQ, alVR kQRZQ aV Whe ASRcal\SVe Rf JRhQ, iV ZRUWh a Uead fRU iWV
di]]\iQg iPageV, fURP Zhich VR PaQ\ ideaV iQ APeUicaQ cXlWXUe cRPe. Take, fRU
e[aPSle, Whe aUcheW\Se Rf Whe DeYil. ReYelaWiRQ cRQflaWeV all SUeYiRXV biblical PeQWiRQV



Rf WhiV chaUacWeU (Rf these characters), VR Ze haYe a PeUgiQg Rf LXcifeU (³Whe VhiQiQg
RQe,´ a falleQ aQgel, ZhR libeUaWeV a WhiUd Rf Whe aQgelV ZiWh hiP), SaWaQ (aQ ³adYeUVaU\´),
LeYiaWhaQ (a Vea cUeaWXUe aV lRQg aV Whe VWUeWch Rf Vea XSRQ Whe eaUWh), aQd Whe GUeaW Red
DUagRQ. WhR aUe Whe iQdiYidXalV aQd aUcheW\SeV Rf \RXU RZQ UeYelaWiRQ?

Fifth Suite
So (NR. 31)

³So sweet...I love \ou so´ iV fURP Whe childUeQ¶V bRRk So Man\ Stars b\ AQd\ WaUhRl
aQd hiV PRWheU, JXlia WaUhRl. The bRRk ³e[SlRUeV Whe cRQceSW Rf µVR.¶´

³So be it. See to it.´ ZaV hRZ OcWaYia E. BXWleU eQded VR PaQ\ Rf heU affiUPaWiRQV,
declaUiQg WhaW VRPeWhiQg ZRXld cRPe WR SaVV aQd WakiQg UeVSRQVibiliW\ fRU PakiQg iW VR.

A QRWe RQ caUd RUdeU: So iV Whe VWiWchiQg (if \RX Zill) beWZeeQ Revelation (NR. 30) aQd
ZhaW¶V UighW Here (NR. 32). HRZ dR \RX WUaQVlaWe a P\VWical WhRXghW RU ZRUd, PRYe iW
fURP WheUe (eWheUeal, iQeffable) WR heUe (PaWeUial, eYeU\da\)? SRPeWiPeV \RX kQRZ
VRPeWhiQg iV so« so« something, aQd VR Ze keeS WU\iQg WR fiQd Whe ZRUdV, Whe YiVXalV,
Whe V\PbRlV, WR PRYe WhURXgh Whe so-ness Rf iW all.

Here (NR. 32)
³Be Here Now and all that«´ iV a bURad geVWXUe WRZaUd Be Here Now b\ RaP DaVV.
SiPSle aV WhaW VWaWePeQW (³be heUe QRZ´) Pa\ be, iW caQ be haUd WR SUacWice. Be heUe?
NRZ? IQ Whe PidVW Rf VR PXch VXffeUiQg aQd ZiWh Whe aSRcal\SVe ² a delXge RU fiUe RU
YiUXV RU ]RPbieV RU aUPed iQVXUUecWiRQ ² VeePiQg VR clRVe aW haQd? YeV, he Va\V:

AW WhiV PRPeQW if \RX VeW Whe alaUP WR geW XS aW 3:47 WhiV PRUQiQg aQd
ZheQ Whe alaUP UiQgV aQd \RX geW XS aQd WXUQ iW Rff aQd Va\: WhaW WiPe iV
iW? YRX¶d Va\: NOW / NOW! WheUe aP I? HERE! HERE! TheQ gR back
WR VleeS, geW XS aW 9:00 WRPRUURZ. WheUe aP I? HERE!WhaW WiPe iV iW?
NOW! TU\ 4:32 WhUee ZeekV fURP Qe[W ThXUV. B\ GRd. IW iV ² WheUe¶V QR
geWWiQg aZa\ fURP iW ² WhaW¶V Whe Za\ iW iV, WhaW¶V Whe eWeUQal SUeVeQW. YRX
fiQall\ figXUe RXW WhaW iW¶V RQl\ Whe clRck WhaW¶V gRiQg aURXQd«IW¶V dRiQg iWV
WhiQg bXW \RX ² \RX¶Ue ViWWiQg HERE / RIGHT NOW / ALWAYS (S. 80).

Hone\ (NR. 33)
BeeV ² hRQe\beeV (Apis mellifera) aQd Whe WhRXVaQdV Rf RWheU bee VSecieV, VXch aV Whe
WiQieVW bee iQ NRUWh APeUica, Perdita minima ² aUe all SRUWeQWV, RPeQV, RU UaWheU aQgelV
(³PeVVeQgeUV,´ Vee Whe QRWeV fRU Archangel, NR. 17). IQ Whe ZRRdV b\ ZheUe I gUeZ XS,
WheUe ZaV a hRllRZ Rak WUee ZheUe a hiYe Rf beeV RQce WRRk XS UeVideQce fRU a cRXSle Rf
\eaUV. The\ eYeQWXall\ ZeQW aZa\. WhaW ZaV WhaW PeVVage? I VWill ZRQdeU. HRZeYeU,
heaUiQg abRXW Whe beeV d\iQg Rff«WhaW PeVVage, WhaW RPiQRXV ZaUQiQg, VeePV cleaUeU.

And (NR. 34)
³I Am That I Am«´ iV fURP Whe eSiVRde Rf MRVeV aQd Whe BXUQiQg BXVh. ³BXW MRVeV
Vaid WR GRd, µIf I cRPe WR Whe IVUaeliWeV aQd Va\ WR WheP, ³The GRd Rf \RXU aQceVWRUV haV



VeQW Pe WR \RX,´ aQd Whe\ aVk Pe, ³WhaW iV hiV QaPe?´ ZhaW Vhall I Va\ WR WheP?¶ GRd
Vaid WR MRVeV, µI aP ZhR I aP¶´ (E[RdXV 3:13-14). The QaPe caQ alVR be WUaQVlaWed aV ³I
Zill be ZhaW I Zill be´ RU ³I Zill cUeaWe ZhaWeYeU I Zill cUeaWe´; Vee RRbeUW SWRQe¶V eQWU\
iQ Eerdmans Dictionar\ of the Bible.

A QRWe RQ Whe ZRUd ³aQd.´ The ZRUd aSSeaUV RQ Whe caUd Sol + Soul (NR. 44). The ³+´ iQ
WhaW caUd ² Whe ³aQd´ ² iV VileQW, Whe WZR ZRUdV aUe Vaid aV RQe.

Shine (NR. 35)
³Hear me illustrious«´ aQd all iWalici]ed, TXRWed VecWiRQV aUe fURP Whe WalW WhiWPaQ
SReP ³ThRX OUb AlRfW FXll-da]]liQg.´

³Darkness has a shine to it too«´ aQd ³dark ra\s of illumination´ Uecall SW. JRhQ Rf Whe
CURVV aQd hiV WheRlRg\ Rf daUkQeVV, aV Zell aV PVeXdR-DiRQ\ViXV. (See Whe QRWeV fRU Sol +
Soul, NR. 44).

³...in the black bell\ of´ iV fURP LXcille ClifWRQ¶V SReP, ³Whe eaUWh iV a liYiQg WhiQg´.

Filth (NR. 36)
³Circular Paths´ iV Whe SabiaQ S\PbRl fRU Whe fifWeeQWh degUee Rf LibUa. DaQe RXdh\aU¶V
Wake RQ WhiV V\PbRl iV WhaW if Ze caQ ideQWif\ ZiWh YaVW cRVPic Uh\WhPV Ze caQ fUee
RXUVelYeV fURP ePRWiRQal aQd gURXS WeQViRQV aQd VR PRYe ³VeUeQel\ aQd aW Seace´ alRQg
ciUcXlaU SaWhV. He¶V WalkiQg abRXW aVWURlRgical Uh\WhPV, bXW Ze caQ e[SaQd iW WR iQclXde
VSecificall\ hXPaQ aQd eaUWhl\ Uh\WhPV, WRR: Uh\WhPV Rf RXU bRdieV, RXU faPilieV aQd
fUieQdV, RXU cRPPXQiWieV, PRPeQWV Rf cRllaSVe, PRYePeQWV fRU jXVWice, eWc.

Wreck (NR. 37)
³One can wreck something (µI wrecked the truck¶)«´ iV a SeUVRQal VWRU\. I did ZUeck P\
WUXck. IW ZaV RQ a bUidge VSaQQiQg a UiYeU gRUge 800 feeW deeS. I VXUYiYed bXW ZaV VhakeQ,
like Whe UaWWle Rf VWeel. I had WR Pake PeaQiQg Rf Whe facW WhaW WhiV bUidge, ZheUe VR PaQ\
SeRSle haYe WakeQ WheiU liYeV, iV ZheUe I aYeUWed deaWh (WhaW WiPe). IW VWaUWed Pe Rff RQ a
healiQg jRXUQe\ WhaW led WR a SilgUiPage, PRYiQg acURVV laQdVcaSeV aQd cRPPXQiWieV,
cUeaWiQg WhiV deck ² a jRXUQe\ WhaW VWill iVQ¶W RYeU.

³A soul tearing itself to pieces«´ iV fURP SW. TeUeVa Rf AYila¶V Book of Her Life, ChaSWeU
32. She iV deVcUibiQg a P\VWical YiViRQ Rf deVceQdiQg iQWR hell. ThiV YiViRQ ZaV a PajRU
WXUQiQg SRiQW iQ TeUeVa¶V UefRUP Rf Whe CaUPeliWe RUdeU, aV WhaW¶V ZheQ Vhe decided WR VWaUW
Whe SURceVV Rf fRXQdiQg a QeZ PRQaVWeU\. (She fRXQded VeYeQWeeQ Rf WheP).

³It initiates GREAT WORK´ iV heUe a UefeUeQce WR Angels in America b\ TRQ\ KXVhQeU.
The aQgel haV jXVW cUaVhed WhURXgh Whe ceiliQg, abRYe ZheUe WalWeU PUiRU iV iQ bed,
deaWhl\ Vick ZiWh AIDS. The ShUaVe ³gUeaW ZRUk´ alVR VhRZV XS iQ Whe Bible iQ NehePiah
6:3; Whe ZRUd fRU ³ZRUk´  (HebUeZ melakah) iV fURP Whe VaPe RUigiQ aV ³aQgel´ (HebUeZ
malak), PeaQiQg ³PeVVeQgeU.´



Yes (NR. 38)
The Oxford English Dictionar\ Va\V WhaW ³IQ RldeU XVage \eV ZaV XVXall\ cRQVideUed WR be
Whe SURSeU affiUPaWiYe UeSl\ WR a TXeVWiRQ fUaPed iQ Whe QegaWiYe, ZheUeaV \ea ZaV
cRQVideUed Whe SURSeU affiUPaWiYe UeSl\ ZheQ Whe TXeVWiRQ ZaV fUaPed iQ Whe SRViWiYe.´
WheQ \RX aVked \RXU TXeVWiRQ Rf Whe RUacle, did \RX fUaPe \RXU TXeVWiRQ iQ Whe SRViWiYe
RU Whe QegaWiYe? YRX caQ alZa\V UeShUaVe aQd UefiQe \RXU TXeVWiRQ.

The fifWh VXiWe Rf caUdV iV bRWh Whe VhRUWeVW, haYiQg RQl\ Vi[ caUdV, aQd iQ P\ eVWiPaWiRQ
Whe VWUaQgeVW, ZiWh Yes, So, Here, aQd And. We caQ Sla\ ZiWh aQ\ aQd all abVWUacWiRQV.

Si[th Suite
Cooking pot (NR. 39)

³...so simmer down m\ pot of cla\«´ iV fURP Strega Nona b\ TRPie dePaRla.

³political encampment, pra\er camp, source of all action´ iV iQ gUaWiWXde WR ZaWeU
SURWecWRUV Rf Whe iQdigeQRXV-led PRYePeQW agaiQVW Whe DakRWa AcceVV PiSeliQe. See Whe
QRWe fRU Pra\er (NR. 41).

³wash the dishes«hol\ enough for me´ UecallV WZR WeachiQgV. SW. TeUeVa Rf AYila ZURWe,
³DRQ¶W be Vad ZheQ RbedieQce dUaZV \RX WR iQYRlYePeQW iQ e[WeUiRU PaWWeUV. KQRZ WhaW
if iW iV iQ Whe kiWcheQ, Whe LRUd ZalkV aPRQg Whe SRWV aQd SaQV helSiQg \RX bRWh iQWeUiRUl\
aQd e[WeUiRUl\´ (Vee The Book of Foundations iQ The Collected Works of St. Teresa of
Avila, vol. 3, ChaSWeU 5.8). AQd WheQ WheUe iV Thich NhaW HaQh¶V SeUSeWXal ZiVdRP WR
³ZaVh Whe diVheV WR ZaVh Whe diVheV´ (See The Miracle of Mindfulness).

Tidal (NR. 40)
Tidal ZiVdRP iV gRRd PediciQe. Ale[iV PaXliQe GXPbV ZUiWeV iQ Undowned, ³MRVW
Black-aQd-ZhiWe dRlShiQV liYe aW Whe VhRUeliQe. The\ cRllabRUaWe WR SXVh VaUdiQeV RXW RQWR
Whe VaQd WheQ fRllRZ WheP WR eaW, VWUaQdiQg WhePVelYeV RQ Whe beach fRU a Zhile aQd
leWWiQg Whe ZaYeV Wake WheP back. CRXld I WUXVW P\Velf WhaW PXch? AQd UePePbeU WR
bUeaWhe? HeUe RQ Whe VhRUeliQe, cRXld I kQRZ iQ P\ gXW WhaW P\ hRPe Zill UeclaiP Pe?
ThaW Whe dU\ VSellV Zill eQd?´ (S. 122).

Pra\er (NR. 41)
³...having learned water is life´ iV a gUaWiWXde WR all Whe bleVVed WaWeU PURcWRUV Rf TaRV
aQd elVeZheUe ZhR WaXghW Pe PXch abRXW SUa\eU dXUiQg Whe #NRDAPL PRYePeQW aQd
Whe gaWheUiQg Rf Whe OceWi SakRZiQ CaPS. Mni Wiconi. Agua es Vida. Water is Life. See
alVR Cooking Pot (NR. 39).

³But what the hell«is there?´ iV fURP OcWaYia E. BXWleU¶V Parable of the Sower, S. 243.

Death (NR. 42)
ThiV iV all I haYe WR add. TheUe¶V VR PXch WR PRXUQ aQd gUieYe iQ WhiV ZRUld, iQ Whe cRXUVe
Rf a life. SR PRXUQ. SR gUieYe. SR VeW iW RQ a S\Ue ZiWh kiQdliQg. La\ iW iQ a gUaYe ZiWh
kiQdQeVV. MaUk iW ZiWh a VWRQe. AQd eYeU\ \eaU (RU aV RfWeQ RU aV iQfUeTXeQWl\ aV \RX



Qeed), UeWXUQ WR WhaW Slace (iQ Whe laQd, iQ \RXU heaUW) aQd Va\ RXW lRXd Whe QaPeV Rf \RXU
belRYedV. EYeQ QRZ, \RX caQ Va\ WheiU QaPeV. EYeQ QRZ, \RX caQ Va\ WheiU QaPeV. EYeQ
QRZ, \RX caQ Va\ WheiU QaPeV. Ma\ Ze all dR VR.

³versions of me / who have / needed / to die´ See Whe QRWe fRU Cielo (NR. 10).

Wasp nest (NR. 43)
³Cosmic Deep´ cRPeV fURP a bUief SaUW Rf a YiViRQ RU dUeaP aV WRld iQ ZechaUiah: ³IQ Whe
QighW I VaZ a PaQ UidiQg RQ a Ued hRUVe! He ZaV VWaQdiQg aPRQg Whe P\UWle WUeeV iQ Whe
gleQ; aQd behiQd hiP ZeUe Ued, VRUUel, aQd ZhiWe hRUVeV. TheQ I Vaid, µWhaW aUe WheVe, P\
lRUd?¶ The aQgel ZhR Walked ZiWh Pe Vaid WR Pe, µI Zill VhRZ \RX ZhaW Whe\ aUe¶´ (1:8-9).
The HebUeZ ZRUd heUe WUaQVlaWed aV ³gleQ´ (  metsullah) haV a QXPbeU Rf SRVVible
UeQdeUiQgV, iQclXdiQg ³cRVPic deeS.´ The ZRUd ZaV RfWeQ XVed WR UefeU WR ZaWeU\ deSWhV,
WhRXgh iQ WhiV YeUVe iW caUUieV PRUe Rf a cRQQRWaWiRQ Rf VhadRZV aQd VRPeWhiQg gURZiQg
daUk: aQ RbVcXUiQg, aQ RccXlWiQg, Whe Za\ QighW aQd dUeaPV cRPe RYeU XV aQd Wake hRld.
The ³cRVPic deeS´ iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ UefeUeQceV back WR Whe ³SUiPRUdial ab\VV´ Rf
MeVRSRWaPiaQ UeligiRQ. See MaUk J. BRda, The Book of Zechariah, S. 124-125.

Sol + Soul (NR. 44)
³...these dark ra\s..´ iV SRiQWiQg WRZaUd M\stical Theolog\ b\ PVeXdR-DiRQ\ViXV. PaUW Rf
Whe RSeQiQg Rf WhiV VhRUW ZRUk gReV,

APid Whe deeSeVW VhadRZ
Whe\ SRXU RYeUZhelPiQg lighW
RQ ZhaW iV PRVW PaQifeVW.
APid Whe ZhRll\ XQVeQVed aQd XQVeeQ
Whe\ cRPSleWel\ fill RXU VighWleVV PiQdV
ZiWh WUeaVXUe be\RQd all beaXW\.

ThiV ³diYiQe´ aQd ³bUilliaQW´ daUkQeVV iV be\RQd all kQRZiQg; if Ze caQ geW SaVW all RXU
ideaV abRXW RXUVelYeV aQd Whe ZRUld, SeUhaSV Ze ³Zill be XSlifWed WR Whe Ua\ Rf Whe diYiQe
VhadRZ Zhich iV abRYe eYeU\WhiQg WhaW iV.´ (See The Complete Works).

Chaff (NR. 45)
³...like chaff before the desert wind«´ iQYRkeV WZR biblical SaVVageV. JeUePiah 13:24
UeadV, ³I Zill VcaWWeU \RX like chaff dUiYeQ b\ Whe ZiQd fURP Whe deVeUW.´ AQd HRVea 13:3
UeadV, ³TheUefRUe Whe\ Vhall be like Whe PRUQiQg PiVW RU like Whe deZ WhaW gReV aZa\ eaUl\,
like chaff WhaW VZiUlV fURP Whe WhUeVhiQg flRRU RU like VPRke fURP a ZiQdRZ.´

Rose (NR. 46)
The URVe iV a flRZeU Rf VeQXV, Rf AShURdiWe, aQd WheVe PediWaWiRQV ZeUe ZUiWWeQ XQdeU heU
bleVVed ZaWch, aV Zell aV Whe illXPiQaWiQg flaPe Rf OcWaYia E. BXWleU.

The ShUaVe ³I QeYeU SURPiVed \RX a URVe gaUdeQ´ iV fURP ³RRVe GaUdeQ´ b\ k.d. laQg.

³What I¶m tr\ing to do isn¶t quite normal´ iV fURP BXWleU¶V Parable of the Talents, S. 81.



Perfect (NR. 47)
The Oxford English Dictionar\ Va\V WhaW ³APRQg Whe VeQVeV Rf claVVical LaWiQ perfectus
aUe: fXll\ Ueali]ed, cRPSleWe, fiQiVhed, haYiQg all Whe eVVeQWial TXaliWieV, fXll\
accRPSliVhed RU WUaiQed, fXll\ gURZQ, (Rf a QXPbeU) eTXal WR Whe VXP Rf iWV diYiVRUV,
deVigQaWiQg a YeUbal WeQVe Zhich deQRWeV a cRPSleWed acWiRQ; iQ SRVW-claVVical LaWiQ
perfectus alVR haV Whe VeQVe µVSiUiWXall\ SeUfecW.¶´

All of it (NR. 48)
The deck VWaUWV ZiWh a WiQ\ Veed ²\RX cRXld hRld iW iQ \RXU SalP ² aQd gURZV iQWR
eYeU\WhiQg, iQWR All of it.

³A transit across the heart«´ iV deVcUibiQg Whe YiVXal Rf black dRWV PRYiQg RYeU Whe
glRZiQg RUb, aV aQ e[RSlaQeW ZRXld PRYe acURVV Whe face Rf a diVWaQW VXQ. SSace iV VR
hRl\. IQ Whe VaPe Za\ WhaW Whe fiUVW caUd iQ WhiV RUacle, Flight (NR. 1), VeePV WR echR Whe
eVVeQce Rf The FRRl iQ Whe TaURW, WhiV caUd, All of it (NR. 48), VeePV WR echR Whe TaURW¶V
fiQal caUd, The WRUld. APRQg Whe PaQ\ iQWeUSUeWaWiRQV \RX cRXld iPagiQe fRU WheVe
caUdV, Flight ceUWaiQl\ VXggeVWV VeSaUaWiRQ, Zhile All of it VXggeVWV XQiW\ ZiWh all WhaW iV; iQ
WhaW Za\, iW iV a healiQg jRXUQe\ WhURXgh WheVe caUdV, a jRXUQe\ Rf UeWXUQ WR ZhRleQeVV.

ThiV caUd, All of It, ZaV QRW cUeaWed WR UefeUeQce aQ\WhiQg iQ SaUWicXlaU, WhRXgh I haYe
ViQce fRXQd VeYeUal TXRWeV WhaW illXPiQaWe aVSecWV Rf ZhaW I¶P WU\iQg WR Va\ ZiWh Whe
ShUaVeV ³All Rf iW´ aQd ³The MXchQeVV,´ aQd Whe caUd iWVelf.

The fiUVW iV fURP WalW WhiWPaQ, ZheQ he Va\V iQ Whe SReP ³SRQg Rf M\Velf´ (S. 34),

All WUXWhV ZaiW iQ all WhiQgV,
The\ QeiWheU haVWeQ WheiU RZQ deliYeU\ QRU UeViVW iW«

The VecRQd iV fURP Whe VacUed VcUiSWXUeV ePbedded iQ OcWaYia E. BXWleU¶V Parable QRYelV,
Earthseed: The Books of the Living. OQe Rf Whe YeUVeV UeadV,

CUeaWe QR iPageV Rf GRd.
AcceSW Whe iPageV
WhaW GRd haV SURYided.
The\ aUe eYeU\ZheUe,
iQ eYeU\WhiQg.
GRd iV ChaQge ²
Seed WR WUee,
WUee WR fRUeVW;
RaiQ WR UiYeU,
UiYeU WR Vea;
GUXbV WR beeV,
beeV WR VZaUP.
FURP RQe, PaQ\;



fURP PaQ\, RQe;
FRUeYeU XQiWiQg, gURZiQg, diVVRlYiQg ²
fRUeYeU ChaQgiQg.
The XQiYeUVe iV
GRd¶V Velf-SRUWUaiW.

ThRXgh I dRQ¶W hRld WR Whe icRQRclaVWic cRPPaQdPeQW Rf Whe fiUVW feZ liQeV (ZeUeQ¶W
WheVe caUdV dRiQg jXVW WhaW?), Whe UeVW Rf iW iV a deeS aQd QeceVVaU\ PediciQe.

The WhiUd cRPeV fURP HRZaUd ThXUPaQ, a Black WheRlRgiaQ ZhR ZUiWeV iQ Disciplines of
the Spirit,

TR JeVXV, GRd bUeaWhed WhURXgh all that is: Whe VSaUURZ RYeUcRPe b\
VXddeQ deaWh iQ iWV flighW; Whe lil\ blRVVRPiQg RQ Whe URck\ hillVide; Whe
gUaVV Rf Whe field aQd Whe clRXdV, lighW aQd bXUdeQleVV RU ZeighWed dRZQ
ZiWh XQVhed ZaWeUV; Whe PadPaQ iQ chaiQV RU ZaQdeUiQg aPRQg Whe baUUeQ
URckV iQ Whe ZaVWelaQdV; Whe liWWle bab\ iQ hiV PRWheU'V aUPV; Whe VWUXWWiQg
iQVRleQce Rf Whe RRPaQ LegiRQ, Whe bUa]eQ TXeUieV Rf Whe Wa[ cRllecWRU; Whe
childUeQ aW Sla\ RU Rld PeQ TXibbliQg iQ Whe PaUkeW Slace; Whe aXgXVW
SaQhedUiQ fighWiQg fRU iWV life aPidVW Whe aUURgaQceV Rf ePSiUe; Whe ZhiVSeU
Rf WhRVe ZhR had fRUgRWWeQ JeUXValeP, Whe gUeaW YRiced XWWeUaQce Rf Whe
SURSheWV ZhR UePePbeUed ² WR JeVXV, GRd bUeaWhed WhURXgh all WhaW iV (S.
89, ePShaViV PiQe).

AQd WhiV TXRWe fURP Be Here Now b\ RaP DaVV (S. 77) alVR deVcUibeV ³All Rf iW´ Zell:

YOU ARE THE UNIVERSE
YOU ARE ALL FORM
YOU ARE THE BREATH
YOU ARE THE RIVER
YOU ARE THE VOID
YOU ARE THE DESIRE TO BE ENLIGHTENED
YOU ARE ENLIGHTENED

SiWWiQg dRZQ ZiWh Whe RUacle caUdV iV jXVW like RaP DaVV Va\V (S. 108):

YOU¶RE STANDING
ON A BRIDGE
WATCHING
YOURSELF
GO   BY

WOW! LOOK AT THAT!

Be well, m\ friend. Be well.
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GũaŶĢŶŽdeŭ

Thank \ou, thank \ou, for joining me in Whis joXrne\ and for alloZing me Wo join \oX in \ours. I
trul\ believe that Ze are radicall\ interconnected²fundamentall\ rooted in each other¶s
realit\²and that, in these moments, that connection is just a bit more obvious than it usuall\ is.
It is Zith so much gratitude I thank \ou for being Zith me, right here and right noZ.

And I offer m\ deepesW graWiWXdes to the dear people Zho helped make this project Zhat it is, in
Za\s both overt and subtle: AndreZ Heinrich and Michelle Heinrich, Kass Urban-Mead, Theo
Weinberger, Nathalie Levine and A.R.G., Eva Seligman, Lyre Stevens, Prince Jenkins, Katie
Dud]ik, Diana Marin, Heather Wakefield, Hannah Mogul-Adlin, Becka Gand\, Sabrina Gill,
Danielle de Preu[, Harvard Divinit\ School professors Kimberle\ C. Patton and Stephanie
Paulsell, Nao Udea (d. 2014), Kal\pso Oceanrider (d. 2020), m\ beloved ancestors and chosen
guides, and so man\ others. Thank \ou, thank \ou.

EYen more graWiWXdes can be found throughout the Notes of this deck. And, of course, ever\one
in the bibliograph\ is so ver\ appreciated for their Zisdom, Zriting, and man\ sacred offerings.

✳

Cod\ Hooks is a queer Zriter, aritst, gardener, star ga]er, Trekkie, astrologer and a multifaith
chaplain to spiritual Zeirdos. His research includes the stud\ of divination, sacred landscapes,
pilgrimage, m\sticism, spiritual caregiving, death and d\ing, ancestral healing, and other
shadoZ\ topics. His Zriting has Zon numerous aZards and his Zriting has appeared in various
publications, including the HaUYaUd DiYiQiW\ BXOOeWiQ, The TaRV NeZV, and the SaQWa Fe NeZ
Me[icaQ. He Zas born in Little Rock, Arkansas (QuapaZ); Zas blessed to call Taos, NeZ
Me[ico (Taos Pueblo), home for five Zonderful \ears; and currentl\ lives in Quinc\,
Massachusetts (Massachusett), not far from the Atlantic Ocean and the Neponset River, Zith his
tZo partners and tZo cats, Yoda Simone and Scull\.
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PURlRgXe

I¶P WU\iQg WR VSeak²WR ZUiWe²Whe WUXWh. I¶P WU\iQg WR be cOeaU. I¶P QRW iQWeUeVWed
iQ beiQg faQc\, RU eYeQ RUigiQaO. COaUiW\ aQd WUXWh ZiOO be SOeQW\,

if I caQ RQO\ achieYe WheP.
² OcWaYia E. BXWOeU, Parable of the Sower1

TheQ I Vaid, ³WhaW aUe WheVe, P\ ORUd?´ The aQgeO ZhR WaOked ZiWh Pe Vaid WR Pe,
³I ZiOO VhRZ \RX ZhaW Whe\ aUe.´

² ZechaUiah 1:9

I VSeak iQ iPageV. WiWh QRWhiQg eOVe caQ I e[SUeVV Whe ZRUdV Rf Whe deSWhV.
² CaUO JXQg, The Red Book2

✳

HeUe Ze aUe aW Whe aOWaU Rf Whe RUacOe, Whe RUacOe Rf RXU RZQ diYiQiW\, Rf Pe P\VeOf aQd \RX
\RXUVeOf, aQd, blessedly, Ze RXUVeOYeV. YRX aQd I aUe WRgeWheU, UighW heUe aQd UighW QRZ, fRU a
PRPeQW. TR VhaUe VRPe VPaOO VSace ZiWh \RX²PeeWiQg fRU a bOiS iQ Whe YaVW VSaQ Rf WiPe aQd
VSace²iV a PaUYeORXV WhiQg. I ZaQW WR VORZ WhiV PiUacOe dRZQ jXVW a OiWWOe, WXUQ iW RYeU iQ P\
haQdV aQd QRWice iWV VhaSe, iWV ZeighW, ZhaW iW cRXOd PeaQ. I caOO iW a ³PiUacOe´ bXW, iQ WUXWh, Ze
cRXOd caOO iW VR PaQ\ WhiQgV. A PeeWiQg Rf Whe PiQdV. A jRiQiQg Rf SaWhV. A diYiQe eQcRXQWeU. AQ
RUacXOaU SURQRXQcePeQW. YeV. AOO Rf iW.

EYeU\WhiQg deSeQdV RQ WhiV eVVeQWiaO WRgeWheUQeVV. ThiV iQWeUbeiQg.3 ThiV UadicaO cRQQecWiYiW\
ZheUe Ze aUe URRWed iQ each RWheU.

TheUe iV, fRU a PRPeQW, QR VSace RU WiPe beWZeeQ XV. IQ cUeaWiQg aQd VhaUiQg WheVe caUdV, I aP
jRXUQe\iQg ZiWh \RX. IQ SickiQg XS WheVe caUdV RU UeadiQg WheVe ZRUdV, \RX aUe jRXUQe\iQg ZiWh
Pe. We aUe cRPSaQiRQV. AV iV Vaid Rf EQkidX iQ Whe VWRU\ Rf GiOgaPeVh, ³HiV ZiVe heaUW WROd hiP
WR fiQd a fUieQd.´4

Thank you, thank you, my friend. Let us begin.5

5 AddUeVViQg Whe UeadeU aV a ³FUieQd´ iV bRUURZed fURP Meditations on the Tarot: a Journey into Christian
Hermeticism, WUaQVOaWed b\ RRbeUW PRZeOO (NeZ YRUk: TaUcheU/PXWQaP, 2002).

4 SRShXV HeOOe, Gilgamesh: a new translation of the ancient epic (NeZ HaYeQ: YaOe UQiYeUViW\ PUeVV, 2021), 10.
3 ThiV ZaV aUWicXOaWed b\ Thich NhaW HaQh, Zhich I diVcXVV WhURXghRXW, eVSeciaOO\ iQ Whe VecRQd SaUW, Rooted.

2 CaUO G. JXQg, WUaQVOaWed b\ SRQX ShaPdaVaQi, The Red Book: A Reader¶s Edition (NeZ YRUk: W.W. NRUWRQ & CR.,
2009), 123.

1 OcWaYia E. BXWOeU, Parable of the Sower (NeZ YRUk: SeYeQ SWRUieV PUeVV, 2016), 134.
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IQWURdXcWiRQ

I dR QRW kQRZ ZheQ \RX ZiOO Uead WhiV, bXW aW Whe WiPe I aP ZUiWiQg iW, Whe VSUiQg Rf 2022,

Whe ZRUOd haV e[SeUieQced a UeceQW deOXge Rf cUiVeV: ZRUVeQiQg cOiPaWe chaQge aQd feURciRXV

ZiOdfiUeV, XSUiViQgV fRU UaciaO jXVWice aQd UeacWiRQaU\ PRYePeQWV agaiQVW WheP, aQd, Rf cRXUVe, Whe

gORbaO cRURQaYiUXV SaQdePic. ThiV OaVW cUiViV, VWaUWiQg iQ Whe UQiWed SWaWeV aURXQd MaUch Rf 2020,

SOXQged PaQ\ Rf XV iQWR aQ eSic VROiWXde: a QeceVViW\ fRU SXbOic heaOWh bXW aQ e[iVWeQWiaO

chaOOeQge QRQeWheOeVV. FRU Pe, iW becaPe a W\Se Rf PRQaVWic eQcORVXUe, RffeUiQg a TXieW fRU deeS

VWXd\ aQd deeSeU UefOecWiRQ. Like a ORW Rf SeRSOe, I OeaQed RQ P\ VSiUiWXaO SUacWiceV aQd

cRPPXQiWieV WR geW WhURXgh Whe gUeaW fORRd Rf XQkQRZiQg. SRPeWhiQg VXUSUiViQg ZaV bRUQe RXW Rf

WhaW WiPe Rf ViOeQce, VWiOOQeVV, aQd VhadRZ: Whe So Damn Divine Oracle.

IW VWaUWed aV a Vide SURjecW iQ a cOaVV dXUiQg P\ fiUVW VePeVWeU iQ diYiQiW\ VchRRO, UighW

befRUe Whe SaQdePic begaQ. IW ZaV VeePiQgO\ QRWhiQg PRUe WhaQ a SOa\fXO e[SeUiPeQW Rf XViQg

CUa\ROa ZaWeUcRORUV aQd a bOack ShaUSie PaUkeU WR Pake a feZ TaURW-eVTXe caUdV WhaW I cRXOd

VhaUe RQ VRciaO Pedia.6 I had QR UeaO SOaQ, jXVW iQWXiWiRQ. BXW RQce I VWaUWed PakiQg WheVe caUdV,

Whe\ cRPPaQded P\ aWWeQWiRQ, ZeaYiQg WhePVeOYeV iQWR P\ Oife aQd dUaZiQg eQeUg\ fURP a

VRXUce PRUe YiWaO WhaQ cXUiRViW\, a VRXUce Rf iQZaUd deSWh. The caUdV, aQd ZhaWeYeU Whe\ ZeUe

SRiQWiQg WR, ZaV VRPeWhiQg QeceVVaU\ aQd heaOiQg.

ThiV RUacOe, bRWh Whe RUigiQaO haQdPade deck aQd Whe SXbOiVhed YeUViRQ WhaW iV WR cRPe,

aUe P\ VacUed RffeUiQgV bURXghW WR Whe aOWaU Rf each RWheU¶V diYiQiW\. ThiV deck iV PeaQW aV a

diYiQaWRU\ WRRO aQd a PeaQV Rf VXVWaiQed cRQWePSOaWiRQ. The\ aUe PeaQW WR be heOd, e[SeUiPeQWed

6 I ZaV XQiQWeQWiRQaOO\ SaUWiciSaWiQg iQ ³Whe PRVW cRPPRQ fRUP Rf cRPSXWeUi]ed diYiQaWiRQ,´ WhaW iV, Whe ³dUaZiQg
YiUWXaO caUdV.´ See MaUiaQQa RXah-MidbaU, ³The SacUaOi]aWiRQ Rf RaQdRPQeVV: The TheRORgicaO IPagiQaWiRQ aQd Whe
LRgic Rf DigiWaO DiYiQaWiRQ RiWXaOV´ iQ NUMEN 64 (2014), 625. FXUWheUPRUe, Whe aUWiVWic VW\Oe Rf WheVe caUdV cRXOd
be Vaid WR aOigQ ZiWh Whe ³ORZ aUW,´ ³kiWVch,´ ³fROk´ aQd ³caPS\´ VW\OeV iQdicaWiYe Rf PaQ\ PRdeUQ deckV. See EPiO\
E. AXgXU, Tarot and Other Meditation Decks (JeffeUVRQ, NC: McFaUOaQd aQd CRPSaQ\, 2004), 9-10, 36-37.
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ZiWh, XVed iQdiYidXaOO\ aQd VhaUed beWZeeQ aQd aPRQg SeRSOe. The caUdV aUe Whe fiUVW RffeUiQg.

Each caUd cRPeV ZiWh a PediWaWiRQ aQd accRPSaQ\iQg QRWeV, Zhich aUe Whe VecRQd aQd WhiUd.

ThiQk Rf WheVe ZUiWWeQ cRPSRQeQWV QRW VR PXch aV aQ e[SOaQaWiRQ Rf RU cRPPeQWaU\ RQ Whe

caUdV; iQVWead, I hRSe \RX caQ e[SeUieQce WheP aV aQ echR Rf P\ RZQ VhifWiQg SUeVeQce. ThiV

eVVa\ iV VWiOO a fXUWheU RffeUiQg. SRPeWhiQg Oike aQ e[WeQded aUWiVW¶V VWaWePeQW RU a SeUVRQaO eVVa\,

iW iV a Za\ Rf bUiQgiQg \RX iQWR P\ cUeaWiYe SURceVV aQd aWWePSWV WR aQVZeU ZhaW haYe becRPe,

fRU Pe, eVVeQWiaO TXeVWiRQV: What is this thing I made? What creative, historical and spiritual

wells was I drinking from as the cards flowed from my hands? Who is it for? What are its limits?

What is its potential? FROORZiQg WheVe TXeVWiRQV haV Oed Pe WRZaUd ZhaW I haYe cRPe WR caOO P\

³RUacXOaU ShiORVRSh\.´ I cRXOd jXVW aV ZeOO haYe caOOed iW a SeUVRQaO WheRORg\, becaXVe WU\iQg WR

aUWicXOaWe Whe PeaQiQgV Rf WheVe caUdV haV SXOOed Pe ZiWhiQ P\VeOf aQd aVked Pe WR ZUeVWOe ZiWh

Whe diYiQe, SUa\eU, ceUePRQ\, aQd Whe QaWXUe Rf UeaOiW\. BXW ZheQ iW cRPeV WR VXch ORfW\ PaWWeUV, I

aP ceUWaiQ Rf OiWWOe aQd aPbiYaOeQW abRXW PXch. I aP a VeekeU aORQg PaQ\ SaWhV. YeW RQe WhiQg

haV ePeUged aV a ceQWUaO WhePe Rf WhiV deck: RXU fXQdaPeQWaO, ZRYeQ-WRgeWheU e[iVWeQce, RXU

URRWiQg, aOZa\V deeSeU, iQ each RWheU. EYeU\WhiQg hiQgeV RQ WhiV.

The RUgaQi]aWiRQ Rf Whe eVVa\ iV iQ fiYe SaUWV. IQ Whe fiUVW, Emergence, I VhaUe Whe VWRU\ Rf

hRZ Whe deck caPe WR be. IQ Whe VecRQd SaUW, Rooted, I e[SOaiQ hRZ Whe QRWiRQV Rf ³VhaUed

ZiVdRP´ aQd ³iQWeUbeiQg´ aUe eVVeQWiaO WR Whe eQWZiQed SUacWiceV Rf VSiUiWXaO caUegiYiQg aQd caUd

UeadiQg (caUWRPaQc\). IQ Whe WhiUd, A Brief History of Tarot, I WUack Whe deYeORSPeQW Rf WaURW aV a

UecRgQi]abOe fRUP Rf diYiQaWiRQ. The fRXUWh, Oracle Across Context, WRXcheV RQ bRWh aQcieQW

GUeek RUacOeV aV ZeOO aV WhRVe Rf PRUe cRQWePSRUaU\ eVRWeUiciVWV iQ RUdeU WR PRYe WRZaUd P\

RZQ RUacXOaU cRQVciRXVQeVV FiQaOO\, Meaning and Ministry iV P\ decOaUaWiRQ fRU ZhaW I eQYiViRQ
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WR cRPe Qe[W iQ WhiV jRXUQe\ ZiWh Whe So Damn Divine Oracle ² QaPeO\, caUegiYiQg aQd

cRPPXQiW\.

A QRWe RQ Whe VW\Oe Rf WhiV eVVa\: Oike Whe deck iWVeOf, iW iV aW iWV cRUe aXWRbiRgUaShicaO. I

diVcRYeUed ZhiOe ZUiWiQg WhiV WheViV WhaW Whe caUdV, PediWaWiRQV, QRWeV, aQd WhiV eVVa\ ZeUe

WRgeWheU WU\iQg WR fiQd VRPe VROid gURXQd iQ Whe PidVW Rf P\ VSiUiWXaO aPbiYaOeQce aQd

ZaQdeUiQg, aQd Whe cROOecWiYe WhUaVhiQg Rf a diVWUeVVed hXPaQiW\. I haYe ZUiWWeQ WhiV eVVa\ iQ a

VW\Oe I hRSe UefOecWV Whe SeUVRQaO WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ WhaW WhiV PiQiVWeUiaO XQdeUWakiQg haV bURXghW Pe

WhURXgh. WhR I aP²who I was, who I seem to be, and who I am becoming²ePeUge QRW aOO aW

RQce, bXW VORZO\ WhURXgh Whe iQWeUUeOaWed SieceV Rf WhiV WheViV. TheUe ZiOO be a degUee Rf UeSeWiWiRQ

WhURXghRXW Whe VecWiRQV Rf WhiV eVVa\ aQd Whe SURjecW; eYeQ aV I diVcXVV Whe hiVWRU\ Rf WaURW,

WheRUieV Rf RUacOeV, RU Whe haOOPaUkV Rf VSiUiWXaO caUe, I WU\ WR bUiQg iW back WR P\ RZQ eYROYiQg

VSiUiWXaOiW\ aQd Whe cUeaWiRQ Rf Whe deck.

5



I. EPeUJeQce
EVVeQWiaO BackgURXQd Rf Whe So Damn Divine Oracle

ThiV deck haV a VWRU\ WhaW I Qeed WR VhaUe. TeOOiQg Whe VWRU\ iV hRZ \RX caQ cRPe WR kQRZ

Pe aQd XQdeUVWaQd Whe UeOaWiRQVhiSV aQd e[SeUieQceV WhaW haYe Oed WR iWV cUeaWiRQ. I Pade WheVe

fRUW\-eighW caUdV dXUiQg P\ fiUVW \eaU aW HaUYaUd DiYiQiW\ SchRRO. I had jXVW PRYed ZiWh P\ WZR

SaUWQeUV aQd WZR caWV fURP UXUaO TaRV, NeZ Me[icR, WR QXiQc\, MaVVachXVeWWV. LeaYiQg Whe

SRXWhZeVW ZaV haUd, \eW I cRXOd RQO\ YagXeO\ Va\ Zh\ I ZaV heUe: I had ³feOW Whe caOO.´7 PeUhaSV

iW ZaV WR becRPe a hRVSiWaO chaSOaiQ RU a chaSOaiQ fRU ZiOdOaQd fiUefighWeUV; WhRVe ZeUe Whe

fRUZaUd-PRYiQg ideaV WhaW VWiUUed P\ deViUe WR be VRPe kiQd Rf a VSiUiWXaO caUegiYeU. BXW WheQ,

Whe caUdV haSSeQed. The SURjecW ZaV iQiWiaOO\ jXVW eighW: Flight, Inward, Other side, Shed this,

Rest, Ember, Thunderclap, aQd Heal. ThRVe caUdV, Oike a beQd iQ a UiYeU, VORZed WhaW iQiWiaO UXVh

WR ³WUaiQ XS´ WR be a ³SURfeVViRQaO chaSOaiQ.´ SRPeWhiQg eYeQ PRUe iQWUigXiQg ZaV ePeUgiQg. I

had WR WUXVW WhaW I ZRXOd fiQd P\ Za\ WR iW.

ThiV iV QRW WR Va\ WhaW I ZaV ZiWhRXW gXideV aORQg WhiV jRXUQe\ ZiWh Whe caUdV. OQe Rf P\

WeacheUV ZaV a geQeUaO APeUicaQ cXOWXUe Rf WaURW aQd VSecific cRPPXQiWieV WhaW I haYe SUacWiced

iQ.8 I ZiVh I cRXOd UecaOO ZheQ I gRW P\ fiUVW WaURW deck, bXW aOO I UePePbeU iV ZheQ P\ PRP

8 IW caQ be difficXOW WR defiQe WhiV cXOWXUe. DaQQ\ L. JRUgeQVeQ (1992) caOOed iW a ³cXOWic PiOieX.´ BXW I SUefeU Whe
deVcUiSWiRQ Rf a ³ORRVe´ cRPPXQiW\ Rf WaURW SUacWiWiRQeUV, ZhR aUe VeeQ aV a SaUWicXOaU faceW Rf aQ APeUicaQ cXOWXUe
WhRURXghO\ iQcXOcaWed ZiWh WaURW aQd iWV V\PbROiVP; Vee PaWUick MaiOOe, The Cards: the evolution and power of tarot
(JackVRQ, MS: UQiYeUViW\ Rf MiVViVViSSi PUeVV, 2021), 70.

7 I XVe WhiV aQd a haQdfXO Rf RWheU RYeUWO\ ChUiVWiaQ ShUaVeV fRU a YaUieW\ Rf UeaVRQV. FRU RQe, I ZaV a PePbeU Rf,
UeVigQed fURP, aQd haYe ViQce gUaSSOed ZiWh P\ e[SeUieQce iQ a BaSWiVW chXUch; iW iV SaUW Rf P\ VSiUiWXaO heUiWage.
SecRQdO\, aPRQg P\ aQceVWRUV ZeUe SUeacheUV iQ SRXWheUQ chXUcheV, aQd I Veek WR XQdeUVWaQd Whe iQWeUVecWiRQV aQd
diYeUgeQceV Rf RXU OiYeV. AQd WhUee, ChUiVWiaQ ShUaVeV aUe iQgUaiQed iQ Whe edXcaWiRQaO fUaPeZRUkV Rf WhiV iQVWiWXWiRQ,
aV SOXUaOiVWic aV iW aiPV WR be. CRQVideU WhaW Whe MaVWeU Rf DiYiQiW\ WheViV aVkV VWXdeQWV WR ZUiWe abRXW WheiU ³PiQiVWU\´
aQd ³YRcaWiRQ,´ RU WhaW eYeQ RXU PRVW cRPPXQaO VeUYiceV, VXch aV NRRQ SeUYice, VWiOO haYe a PURWeVWaQW UiWXaO fOaYRU.
OQ Whe PaWWeU Rf RQO\ ³YagXeO\ kQRZiQg´ Zh\ I caPe WR diYiQiW\ VchRRO, I aSSUeciaWe WhaW WhiV iV a cRPPRQ-eQRXgh
faceW Rf VacUed jRXUQe\V: ³We ZeUe QRW VXUe Zh\ Ze had cRPe. AQd WheQ afWeU a feZ PRPeQWV, Ze XQdeUVWRRd.´
LaZUeQce KXVhQeU, Honey from the Rock (WRRdVWRck, VT: JeZiVh LighW PXbOiVhiQg, 1992), 54.
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WhUeZ iW aZa\; WhiV ZaV Whe 1990V aQd Whe SaWaQic PaQic ZaV VWiOO VWURQg iQ Whe SRXWh.9 BXW I

eYeQWXaOO\ fRXQd P\ Za\ back WR Whe WaURW, diYiQaWiRQ, Pagic, PediWaWiRQ aQd RWheU VSiUiWXaO

WechQRORgieV WhaW becaPe YiWaO VRXUceV Rf heaOiQg fURP WUaXPaV, UeOigiRXV aQd RWheUZiVe. The

fiUVW deck WhaW fRXQd iWV Za\ iQWR P\ SUacWice iQ a VXVWaiQed Za\ ZaV The Collective Tarot. IW iV a

beaXWifXO cacRShRQ\, a cROOabRUaWiRQ beWZeeQ PaQ\ aUWiVWV, ZRUkiQg iQ PaQ\ VW\OeV aQd Pedia,

aQd RffeUiQg PaQ\ SaWhZa\V Rf iQWeUSUeWiQg Whe caUdV. IW iV a OibeUaWRU\ YiViRQ fRU Whe WaURW, aV

ZeOO, iQ WhaW iW bUiQgV TXeeU, fePPe, diVabOed SeRSOe aQd SeRSOe Rf cRORU fURQW aQd ceQWeU iQWR Whe

caUdV, Zhich haV PRUe RfWeQ WhaQ QRW beeQ iOOXVWUaWed ZiWh EXUR-ceQWUic, ZhiWe, aQd

heWeURQRUPaWiYe chaUacWeUV aQd VceQeV. The Collective Tarot deck aOVR iQcRUSRUaWeV aQaUchiVW,

aQiPiVWic, aQd hXPaQiVWic WhRXghW. IQ aOO Rf WheVe Za\V, WhiV deck WaXghW Pe WhaW WaURW ZaV QRW

bRXQd b\ ZhaW I WhRXghW iW ZaV VXSSRVed WR be. RaWheU, ³diYiQaWiRQ´ cRXOd iQcOXde ViPSOe UiWXaOV

Rf UefOecWiRQ WR VXSSRUW SROiWicaO SUa[iV, UadicaO cRPPXQiW\ aQd VSiUiWXaO XQfROdiQg.

AW VRPe SRiQW iQ P\ VSiUiWXaO VeekiQg, I Pade Whe VhifW iQWR RUacOe caUdV, a bURad bUaQch

RU VXbVSecieV Rf WaURW.10 ThRXgh RUacOe caUdV aUe QRW XQified b\ Whe WUadiWiRQaO iPageU\ aQd

VWUXcWXUe Rf Whe WaURW,11 Whe\ QRQeWheOeVV haYe iQWeUQaO cRheViRQ WhaW aOORZV a SUacWiWiRQeU WR OeaUQ

Whe deck¶V YiVXaO aQd V\PbROic OaQgXageV aQd XVe iW aV a fRUP Rf diYiQaWiRQ RU PeaQiQg PakiQg.

AV HRQg-AQ WX ZUiWeV, ³aQ iQWegUaO SaUW Rf TaURW aV a WechQRORg\ OieV iQ Whe deck Rf caUdV aV a

11 WheQ I XVe e[SUeVViRQV Oike ³WUadiWiRQaO WaURW,´ I SUiPaUiO\ PeaQ Whe WaURW deck cUeaWed b\ PaPeOa CROPaQ SPiWh
aQd E. A. WaiWe iQ Whe eaUO\ WZeQWieWh ceQWXU\; aV Whe SPiWh-WaiWe-RideU deck iV Whe PRVW SRSXOaU deck iQ Whe UQiWed
SWaWeV, I aP cRPfRUWabOe caOOiQg iW Whe ³WUadiWiRQaO´ YeUViRQ RYeU aQd agaiQVW Zhich I aP deVcUibiQg RUacOe caUdV.

10 OUacOe caUdV aUe diVWiQcW fURP WaURW bXW ViPiOaUO\ XVed. TaURW deckV aUe ³UeOiabO\ cRPSUiVed Rf 78 caUdV fRU
diYiQaWiRQ, 16 Rf Zhich aUe µcRXUW caUdV¶...40 Rf Zhich aUe µSiS caUdV¶«aQd 22 Rf Zhich aUe µPajRU aUcaQa caUdV.¶´
See MeOiVVa F. LaYiQ, ³OQ SSiUiWXaOiVW WRUkeUV: HeaOiQg aQd DiYiQiQg WhURXgh TaURW aQd Whe MeWaSh\VicaO´ iQ
Journal of Contemporary Ethnography, 2021, VRO. 50(3), 319. IQ cRQWUaVW, caUd cUeaWRU Rebecca SchReQeckeU ZUiWeV
WhaW ³RQe Rf Whe PRVW VigQificaQW deYeORSPeQWV Rf RccXOW WRROV iQ PRdeUQ WiPeV iV Whe deYeORSPeQW Rf RUacOe deckV.
UQOike WaURW caUdV, RUacOe deckV dR QRW haYe a VeW VWUXcWXUe. The VWUXcWXUe iV cUeaWed b\ Whe aUWiVW. ThiV giYeV aUWiVWV
aQd cUeaWRUV Whe chaQce WR dR VRPeWhiQg WhaW haVQ¶W beeQ dRQe befRUe.´ See SchReQeckeU, ³HRZ WR CUeaWe aQ OUacOe
Deck,´ LaXghiQg E\e WeeSiQg E\e DiYiQaWiRQ, ASUiO 29, 2021.

9 BiOO\ GUahaP, aQ eYaQgeOicaO SUeacheU ZhR ZaV a hRXVehROd QaPe iQ P\ \RXWh, VSRke RXW agaiQVW WaURW, Va\iQg:
³POa\iQg WhiV gaPe cRXOd Pake \RXU VRQ WhiQk WhaW WhiQgV Oike aVWURORg\, WaURW caUdV, SaOP UeadiQgV, OXija bRaUdV aQd
ViPiOaU acWiYiWieV aUe ViPSO\ haUPOeVV SaVWiPeV. BXW Whe\¶Ue QRW becaXVe Whe\ Pa\ bUiQg a SeUVRQ iQWR cRQWacW ZiWh
RccXOW VSiUiWXaO fRUceV WhaW aUe abVROXWeO\ RSSRVed WR GRd.´ See MaiOOe, The Cards, 76.
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UecRgQi]abOe aQd \eW fOe[ibOe bRXQdaU\ RbjecW ZiWh YaUiRXV aVVRciaWed iQWeUSUeWiYe VWUaWegieV

ciUcXOaWiQg acURVV diffeUeQW cRPPXQiWieV Rf SUacWice.´12 OUacOe caUdV becaPe P\ PaiQ fRUP Rf

cRQWePSOaWiRQ. IW iV QR ZRQdeU WhaW dXUiQg Whe SeUVRQaO aQd cROOecWiYe WXUPRiO Rf Whe SaVW \eaUV, I

VhRXOd Ueach fRU Whe caUdV.

The So Damn Divine Oracle deck, be\RQd beiQg iQfOXeQced b\ The Collective Tarot aQd

ViPiOaU deckV, iV aOVR ViWXaWed beWZeeQ Whe cUeaWiYe effRUWV Rf WZR P\VWicV ZhR haYe beeQ

iPSRUWaQW iQVSiUaWiRQV fRU P\ aUWiVWic deYeORSPeQW. FiUVW iV MaU\ORX ReifVQ\deU (1922-1990), aQ

aUWiVW ZhR OiYed iQ NeZ Me[icR aQd cUeaWed heU SOa\fXO, VWRU\bRRk-Oike aUW WhURXgh Whe

SSiUiWXaOiVW SUacWice Rf aXWRPaWic dUaZiQg, OeWWiQg Whe haQd cUeaWe ZiWhRXW diUecWiQg iW.13 FRU

ReifVQ\deU, a bUief SeUiRd Rf YiViRQV fURP a P\VWicaO ³DaUk NighW´ e[SeUieQce becaPe Whe

fRXQdaWiRQV Rf PXch Rf heU OaWeU aUW, Zhich Vhe deVcUibed aV aQ ³RYeUfORZiQg´ Rf Whe OighW,

iPagiQaWiYe ZRUOd iQWR Whe deQVeU, PaWeUiaO RQe. The VecRQd SeUVRQ iV EOVie WheeOeU

(1887-1938), a SSiUiWXaOiVW PediXP ZhR iQ a ViQgOe afWeUQRRQ iQ 1925 chaQQeOed Whe SabiaQ

S\PbROV iQ cROOabRUaWiRQ ZiWh aVWURORgeU MaUc EdPXQd JRQeV.14 The SabiaQ S\PbROV aUe VhRUW

ShUaVeV WhaW cRUUeVSRQd WR a degUee Rf Whe ]Rdiac.15 JRQeV had WakeQ a VWack Rf iQde[ caUdV aQd

ZUiWWeQ RQ RQe Vide a degUee Rf Whe ]Rdiac. He VhXffOed Whe caUdV aQd WheQ UaQdRPO\ aVked

WheeOeU ZhaW Vhe VaZ. TheVe chaQQeOed RU ³RUacXOaU´ V\PbROV haYe cRPe WR be aQ eVWabOiVhed,

iQWegUaWed aVSecW Rf VRPe PRdeUQ aVWURORg\. IW ZaV ZiWh WheVe WZR ZRPeQ iQ PiQd WhaW I feOW

ePSRZeUed dXUiQg P\ fiUVW \eaU Rf diYiQiW\ VchRRO WR Wake RQ Whe UROe Rf bRWh aUWiVW aQd iQWXiWiYe

15 FRU e[aPSOe, ³A WabOe VeW fRU aQ eYeQiQg PeaO´ iV Whe SabiaQ S\PbRO fRU Whe WZeQWieWh degUee Rf PiVceV, aQd ³A
UeWiUed Vea caSWaiQ ZaWcheV VhiSV eQWeUiQg aQd OeaYiQg Whe haUbRU´ fRU Whe Vi[WeeQWh degUee Rf LibUa. See DaQe
RXdh\aU, An Astrological Mandala (ViQWage BRRkV: NeZ YRUk, 1974), 281, 182.

14 MaUc EdPXQd JRQeV, The Sabian Symbols in Astrology (SWaQZRRd, WA: SabiaQ PXbOiVhiQg SRcieW\, 1972),
133-137. See aOVR, ³EOVie Ma\ WheeOeU ± SSiUiWXaOiVW MediXP WiWh A GifW FRU The WRUOd.´ SabiaQ S\PbROV b\
L\Qda HiOO.

13 RRbeUW M. EOOiV, eW aO., Head into Heart: The Visionary Art of Marylou Reifsnyder (TaRV, NM: The HaUZRRd
MXVeXP Rf AUW Rf Whe UQiYeUViW\ Rf NeZ Me[icR, 2001), 42-47.

12 HRQg-AQ WX. ³TaURW aV a TechQRORg\´ iQ Journal of Cultural Research in Art Education, VRO. 37 (2020), 205.
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WR ³chaQQeO´ VRPeWhiQg²WhaW iV, Pake a Siece Rf aUW WhaW ZaV iQWeQWiRQaOO\ diYiQaWRU\. M\

cUeaWiYe SURceVV (VacUaOi]ed dRRdOiQg, if \RX ZiOO) ZaV VRPeWhiQg Oike ReifVQ\deU¶V aXWRPaWic

dUaZiQg. IW aOVR VeePed P\ caUdV caPe RXW Rf a diVWiQcW ShaVe WhaW ZaV ViPiOaU WR heU SeUiRd Rf

YiViRQV, ZheUe Whe YiViRQV ZeUe Whe fRddeU fRU Whe ZRUk WhaW ZaV WR cRPe. AQd caOOiQg RQ

WheeOeU, I WRRk VeUiRXVO\ Whe idea WhaW WheVe diVcUeeW ³YiViRQV,´ RU VcUaSV Rf iPagiQaWiYe iQVighW,

aUe ZRUWhZhiOe aQd cRXOd be iQYeVWigaWed fRU a QeWZRUk Rf PeaQiQgV.

BUiefO\, P\ cUeaWiYe UiWXaO ZeQW Oike WhiV. I ZRXOd ViW dRZQ aW P\ deVk, XVXaOO\ iQ Whe

Pid-WR-OaWe afWeUQRRQ ZheQ Whe ZiQWeU OighW ZaV VWURQgeVW iQ P\ ZiQdRZV. I ZRXOd SaiQW WZR

caUdV aW a WiPe, ViQce WZR ZRXOd fiW RQ each VheeW Rf ZaWeUcRORU SaSeU. I had a OiVW Rf ZRUdV jRWWed

RQ a VWack Rf iQde[ caUdV; WheVe UaQdRP ZRUdV, iPageV RU cRQceSWV ZRXOd be Whe baViV fRU VRPe

Rf Whe caUdV. BXW I did QRW keeS P\VeOf bRXQd WR WhiV OiVW; VRPeWiPeV, I ZRXOd jXVW SaiQW aQd WheQ

decide Zhich ZRUd UeVRQaWed ZiWh Whe iPage. IW VeePed I ZaV jXVW ZaWchiQg ZhaW haSSeQed,

aOPRVW RXWVide Rf P\VeOf dXUiQg Whe hRXUV WhaW ZeQW b\. IW ZRXOd be faiU WR caOO iW a OighW WUaQce,

eaV\ aQd PeOORZ. I ZaV iQ a VORZ-gRiQg cRQYeUVaWiRQ ZiWh Whe caUdV aQd Whe\ ZiWh Pe. I fiQiVhed

Whe OaVW caUd, All of It²aQd VR Whe deck iWVeOf²aW aURXQd 5:40 S.P. RQ FUida\, JaQXaU\ 17, 2020.

IW ZaV iQcUedibOe. IW ZaV aV if I had WakeQ P\ PRVW diffXVe bXW XUgeQW TXeVWiRQV²What am I doing

here? Who am I? What is the meaning of all this?²ZiWh Pe iQWR Whe daUkeQed chaPbeUV Rf

cUeaWiYiW\ aQd ePeUged ZiWh WhiV RUacXOaU SURQRXQcePeQW. I ZaV WheQ WaVked ZiWh figXUiQg RXW

ZhaW iW PeaQW aQd ZhaW WR dR ZiWh iW. AV ciUcXPVWaQceV ZRXOd haYe iW, I ZRXOd haYe SOeQW\ Rf

WiPe, \eaUV eYeQ, WR dR WhiV; WhRXgh Whe deck ZaV cUeaWed befRUe Whe ZRUdV ³SaQdePic´ aQd

³cRURQaYiUXV´ ZaV RQ eYeU\RQe¶V PiQd, Whe haUYeVW Rf PeaQiQg haV haSSeQed ViQce WheQ.

UQOike a PRUe WUadiWiRQaO WaURW deck ZheUe Whe caUdV haYe a ORQg WUadiWiRQ Rf V\PbROic

iQWeUSUeWaWiRQV, P\ caUdV did QRW. BXW I cRXOd QRW TXiWe figXUe WheP RXW. I aVked P\VeOf: iQ Whe
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cRQWe[W Rf WhiV deck, ZhaW did Flight VXggeVW, RU Medicine, RU Tidal? Wh\ did Whe\ gR iQ WhiV

RUdeU? WhaW dReV aQRWheU SeUVRQ PRVW Qeed WR kQRZ abRXW WheP? WhaW caQ I Va\ WhaW iV PRVW

WUXe? AdPiWWedO\, VRPe caUdV ZeUe eaVieU WR ZRUk ZiWh WhaQ RWheUV. Rest, fRU e[aPSOe, VeePed a

faiUO\ VWUaighWfRUZaUd Siece Rf adYice iQ aQ acadePic VeWWiQg ZheUe UeVW caQ be haUd WR eiWheU

YaOXe RU e[SeUieQce. The VaPe ZaV WUXe fRU caUdV Oike Inward (gR iQVide \RXU e[SeUieQce) aQd Rot

(decRPSRViWiRQ OeadV WR QeZ Oife). BXW ZhaW abRXW It¶s true (WhaW, e[acWO\, iV WUXe?) RU Down low

(WhaW iVQ¶W beiQg Vaid)? IW ZaV aQ eQWiciQg P\VWeU\.

ReOaWiRQVhiSV becaPe Whe RQO\ Za\ I cRXOd VWaUW WR Pake VeQVe Rf WhiV deck. FUieQdV

ZRXOd aVk Pe WR dR UeadiQgV fRU WheP, VSecificaOO\ UeTXeVWiQg WheVe hRPePade caUdV. The jR\

aQd SRWeQc\ Rf WheVe UeadiQgV ZaV QRW iQ WeOOiQg WheP ZhaW Whe caUdV PeaQW, bXW iQ ZeQdiQg RXU

Za\ WhURXgh a cRQYeUVaWiRQ WhaW, b\ Whe eQd, aOORZed XV WR Vee ZiWh PRUe cOaUiW\ ZhaW Ze RQO\

had VciQWiOOaWiRQV aQd VhadRZV Rf befRUe. We cRXOd eaViO\ VSeQd WZR RU WhUee hRXUV ORRkiQg aW

RQO\ WZR RU WhUee caUdV; Ze WaOked WhURXgh WheiU TXeVWiRQV, Sicked aSaUW Whe YiVXaOV Rf Whe caUd

aQd RXU aVVRciaWiRQV Rf WheP, aQd VhaUed RXU e[SeUieQceV, PePRUieV, dUeaPV, hRSeV, VcUaSV Rf

ZiVdRP aQd iQWXiWiYe ideaV. SR PXch ePeUged iQ each caUd VeVViRQ. We were the oracles, I

UeaOi]ed; Whe caUdV ZeUe PRUe Rf Oike gXideV (PeVVeQgeUV RU aQgeOV, eYeQ), RU SeUhaSV a caWaO\ViV

fRU VRPeWhiQg aOUead\ SUiPed WR PaQifeVW beWZeeQ XV.

WhaW I fRXQd ZaV WhaW dRiQg caUd UeadiQgV ZaV QRW aOWRgeWheU diffeUeQW fURP Whe

RQe-RQ-RQe chaSOaiQc\ I did aW a hRVSiWaO iQ BRVWRQ. IW ZaV dXUiQg a COiQicaO PaVWRUaO EdXcaWiRQ

SURgUaP iQ Whe VXPPeU Rf 2021 WhaW I PRUe fXOO\ aSSUeciaWed WhaW P\ ³YRcaWiRQ´ aQd ³PiQiVWU\,´

aW WhiV VWage, Pa\ be diffeUeQW WhaQ Whe RQe I had VR WidiO\ SOaQQed. JXVW Pa\be, P\ YRcaWiRQ ZaV

iQdeed aV a VSiUiWXaO caUegiYeU, bXW QRW e[cOXViYeO\ iQ a hRVSiWaO RU RQ Whe fiUeOiQe; SeUhaSV I cRXOd

Ueach SeRSOe beVW b\ fXOO\ deYeORSiQg WhiV WRRO Rf cRQWePSOaWiRQ aQd diYiQaWiRQ. AQd VR RQe
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QeceVViW\ (WR cUeaWe Whe deck) eYeQWXaOO\ \ieOded WR aQRWheU (WR VhaUe WheP ZiWh Whe ZRUOd). I ZaV

RQ a SaWh Rf WakiQg VeUiRXVO\ P\ gifWV bRWh aV a chaSOaiQ aQd aV a caUd UeadeU²aV bRWh a

SURfeVViRQaO VSiUiWXaO caUegiYeU aQd aV aQ RUacOe Rf Whe hXPaQ VSiUiW.

ThiV ZRXOd be QR VPaOO feaW. Be\RQd Whe ORgiVWicV Rf SXbOiVhiQg Whe deck, I kQeZ WhaW aQ

eVVeQWiaO SaUW Rf Whe SURceVV ZRXOd be WR ZUiWe VRPeWhiQg WhaW ZRXOd VWaQd iQ fRU Pe aQd acW aV a

WhURXgh-OiQe WR ZhReYeU ZRXOd RQe da\ Sick XS Whe So Damn Divine Oracle. ThRXgh I WhiQk WhaW

ZRUdV aV RfWeQ cORXd VSiUiWXaO PaWWeUV aV cOaUif\ WheP, ZUiWiQg WheVe PediWaWiRQV feOW aV

gUaYiWaWiRQaO aV PakiQg Whe deck. IW becaPe Whe WhUXVW Rf WhiV WheViV SURjecW. AV ZiWh Whe deck, I

did QRW ZRUU\ abRXW iPSRViQg a VWUXcWXUe fURP Whe RXWVeW Rf WhiV cUeaWiYe SURceVV, VR Whe

PediWaWiRQV UefOecW a cRQWiQXaO aQd kaOeidRVcRSic SOa\iQg aURXQd ZiWh fXQdaPeQWaO WhePeV aQd

TXeVWiRQV. SRPe Rf Whe PediWaWiRQV aUe PRUe Oike SReWU\, RWheUV a OiVW Rf TXeVWiRQV RU affiUPaWiRQV;

VRPe aUe e[SORUaWiRQV Rf ZRUd RUigiQV aQd VWiOO RWheUV aUe VWUXcWXUed b\ PeaQiQgfXO TXRWeV RU a

VeUieV Rf fUee aVVRciaWiRQV. I UeaOi]ed WhaW ZUiWiQg WheVe PediaWiRQV ZaV aOPRVW a heUPeQeXWicaO

WaVk²Ue-eQYiViRQiQg RU iQWeUSUeWiQg Whe ³VcUiSWXUe´ WhaW I had cUeaWed iQ Whe deck.16 BXW I VhRXOd

hRSe Whe PeaQiQg iV QRW fi[ed b\ WheVe PediWaWiRQV. RaWheU, Whe PediaWiRQV aQd Whe eVVa\ e[SUeVV

ZhaW I XQdeUVWaQd Rf Whe deck aW WhiV SaUWicXOaU SOace RQ P\ VSiUiWXaO jRXUQe\. Each WiPe Whe caUdV

aUe XVed, WheiU PeaQiQg iV agaiQ UeYeaOed aV if fRU Whe fiUVW WiPe. IW iV RXU iQWeUcRQQecWiRQ WhaW

PakeV iW VR.

16 I OeaUQed fURP HaUYaUd DiYiQiW\ SchRRO SURfeVVRU ChaUOeV HaOOiVe\, dUaZiQg RQ WiOfUed CaQWZeOO SPiWh, a
³fRUPXOa´ fRU VcUiSWXUe. IW iV: SeUVRQ + We[W + (VeQVe Rf) WUaQVceQdeQce = VcUiSWXUe. Ke\ heUe iV WhaW a We[W (e.g., Whe
ChUiVWiaQ BibOe RU a BXddhiVW VXWUa) iV QRW iWVeOf VcUiSWXUe. ScUiSWXUe iV Whe e[SeUieQce Rf ORRkiQg iQWR a We[W aQd iW
looking back. IW iV Whe cUXciaO SRiQW Rf cROOiViRQ RU cROOaSVe beWZeeQ a UeadeU aQd a ³We[W,´ be iW a bRRk, a Siece Rf aUW,
RU a VSRkeQ VWRU\.
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II. RRRWed
ShaUed WiVdRP, IQWeUbeiQg, aQd RadicaO CRQQecWiYiW\

The PRVW d\QaPic aQd UeYeaOiQg Za\ WhaW I haYe XQdeUVWRRd Whe So Damn Divine Oracle

iV WhURXgh P\ UeOaWiRQVhiSV ZiWh RWheU SeRSOe aQd Whe PeaQiQg-PakiQg eQWeUSUiVe Rf caUd

UeadiQgV. We URRW RXUVeOYeV iQ each RWheU¶V RUigiQ VWRUieV, WhRXghW-ZRUOdV, Za\V Rf kQRZiQg, aQd

cRQceSWiRQV Rf Whe diYiQe. ThiV PeWhRd Rf caUegiYiQg aQd UefOecWiRQ hRQRUV Whe hXPaQ caSaciW\

fRU RUacXOaU cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd iV SRVVibOe becaXVe Rf Whe eVVeQWiaO iQWeUcRQQecWiRQ Rf aOO SeRSOe

aQd WhiQgV iQ Whe cRVPRV. IQ Whe fROORZiQg VecWiRQ, I VhaUe WhUee fRXQdaWiRQV RQ Zhich I beOieYe

WhiV WR be WUXe. I fiUVW dUaZ RQ ³VhaUed ZiVdRP,´ aQ idea fRXQd iQ Whe VSiUiWXaO caUegiYiQg

SURfeVViRQ. The VecRQd fRXQdaWiRQ iV ³iQWeUbeiQg,´ aV WaXghW b\ Thich NhaW HaQh, Whe

VieWQaPeVe ZeQ BXddhiVW WeacheU aQd fRXQdeU Rf Whe POXP ViOOage OiQeage. The WhiUd fRXQdaWiRQ

iV EaUWhVeed, a cRVPRORg\ fRXQd iQ OcWaYia E. BXWOeU¶V Parable of the Sower. Like Whe deck, WhiV

VecWiRQ iV ecOecWic. YeW WheVe cRQVWiWXWe Whe WheRUeWicaO fRXQdaWiRQV Rf Whe iQWeUSUeWiYe SURjecW.

SHARED WISDOM

SSiUiWXaO caUegiYiQg caQ be WhRXghW Rf aV bRWh a SURfeVViRQ aQd a VeW Rf SUiQciSOeV, VkiOOV,

aQd YRcaWiRQV. ³PaVWRUaO caUe´ haV WUadiWiRQaOO\ PeaQW caUegiYiQg b\ UeOigiRXV SURfeVViRQaOV iQ

JeZiVh aQd ChUiVWiaQ cRPPXQiWieV.17 ThiV caUe iV RfWeQ cUiViV iQWeUYeQWiRQ iQ UeVSRQVe WR a VXddeQ

aQd WUaXPaWic eYeQW, RU iW caQ be RQgRiQg, ORQgeU-WeUP caUe, iQ Zhich caVe a caUegiYeU PighW YiViW

ZiWh SeRSOe, SURYide VSiUiWXaO diUecWiRQ aQd faciOiWaWe UiWXaO PiOeVWRQeV.18 ³SSiUiWXaO caUe,´

eVSeciaOO\ iQ heaOWhcaUe RU RWheU iQVWiWXWiRQaO VeWWiQg, iV ViPiOaU iQ fRUP aQd fXQcWiRQ WR SaVWRUaO

caUe; bXW UaWheU WhaQ aWWeQdiQg RQO\ WR SeRSOe ZiWhiQ a SaUWicXOaU UeOigiRXV WUadiWiRQ, VSiUiWXaO caUe

18 DRehUiQg, Pastoral Care, [[ii.

17 CaUUie DRehUiQg, The Practice of Pastoral Care: a postmodern approach (LRXiVYiOOe, KY: WeVWPiQVWeU JRhQ KQR[
PUeVV, 2015), [[ii.
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UefOecWV aQd eQgageV ZiWh UeOigiRXV diffeUeQce.19 The gRaOV Rf VSiUiWXaO caUe aUe PXOWifaUiRXV:

heaOiQg, WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ, UecRQciOiaWiRQ, cRPPXQaO aWWXQePeQW, eWc. UOWiPaWeO\, Whe gRaOV aUe

cRQWe[WXaO WR Whe VSecific caUegiYiQg UeOaWiRQVhiS aQd facWRUV VXch aV each SeUVRQ¶V cXOWXUaO

backgURXQd, WUaXPa hiVWRU\, aQd VWUaWegieV aQd VXSSRUWV fRU UeViOieQce.

The ZRUk Rf VSiUiWXaO caUe iV iQ VRPe VeQVe Whe VhaUed UeVSRQVibiOiW\ Rf hXPaQiW\, faOOiQg

RQ SeRSOe becaXVe Rf Whe ViPSOe facW Rf WheiU UeOaWiRQVhiS RU aYaiOabiOiW\ WR aQRWheU SeUVRQ ZhR iV

iQ Qeed. YeW VSiUiWXaO caUegiYiQg iV a URbXVW aQd UigRURXV SURfeVViRQ. IQ Whe e[aPSOe Rf a

PXOWifaiWh chaSOaiQ (Zhich I aQd PaQ\ RWheU VWXdeQWV aW HDS aUe WUaiQiQg aV), beVideV eaUQiQg a

UeOeYaQW gUadXaWe degUee, VXch aV aQ MDiY, Ze PXVW aOVR WUaiQ iQ fieOd ZRUk, SXWWiQg iQ WhRXVaQdV

Rf hRXUV befRUe achieYiQg SURfeVViRQaO ceUWificaWiRQ. AW Whe VaPe WiPe, Ze deYeORS Whe QeceVVaU\

VkiOOV WR cRPSeWeQWO\ aQd eWhicaOO\ fXOfiOO RXU UROe: UefOecWiYe OiVWeQiQg ZiWh SaWieQWV, beiQg a

cRPSaVViRQaWe aQd QRQ-aQ[iRXV SUeVeQce, iQQeU VSiUiWXaO UefOecWiRQ, aVVeVVPeQW Rf eWhicV

(biRPedicaO aQd RWheUZiVe), aQd haUQeVViQg RQe¶V VSiUiWXaO heUiWage aQd cRUe beOiefV. BXW WUaiQiQg

WR VeUYe SeRSOe Rf aQ\ UeOigiRXV RU ShiORVRShicaO backgURXQd dReV QRW eURde VSiUiWXaO

aXWheQWiciW\. AV CaUUie DRehUiQg ZUiWeV, ³caUegiYeUV bUiQg WheiU WheRORgicaO fRUPaWiRQ, edXcaWiRQ,

aQd WUaiQiQg WR Whe cROOabRUaWiYe ZRUk Rf e[SeUieQciQg Whe UeOigiRXV aQd VSiUiWXaO ZRUOdV Rf

SeUVRQV, faPiOieV, aQd RUgaQi]aWiRQV.´20 SSiUiWXaO caUegiYeUV PXVW WaS iQWR WheiU iQQeU VRXUceV Rf

diYiQiW\ aQd aXWhRUiW\ iQ RUdeU WR heOS RWheUV Pake PeaQiQg Rf Whe eYeQWV WhaW haYe haSSeQed.

CUeaWiQg WhiV RUacOe deck haV beeQ a VigQificaQW VWeS iQ P\ UeceQW jRXUQe\ Rf XQdeUVWaQdiQg aQd

haUQeVViQg P\ RZQ VSiUiWXaO heUiWage.

A WRXchVWRQe iQ deYeORSiQg P\ WechQiTXe Rf diYiQaWiRQ aQd VSiUiWXaO caUe haV beeQ

PaPeOa CRRSeU-WhiWe¶V Shared Wisdom, a SV\chRaQaO\Wic aSSURach WR SaVWRUaO caUe aQd

20 DRehUiQg, Pastoral Care, [[i.
19 DRehUiQg, Pastoral Care, [[iii.
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cRXQVeOiQg WhaW e[SORUeV Whe d\QaPicV Rf WUaQVfeUeQce aQd cRXQWeUWUaQVfeUeQce. ThRXgh ZUiWWeQ

fRU Whe cRQWe[W Rf PRUe W\SicaO SaVWRUaO UeOaWiRQVhiSV, I fRXQd WhaW iWV ceQWUaO SUePiVe VSRke

iQVighWfXOO\ iQWR ZhaW I ZaV begiQQiQg WR caOO P\ ³RUacXOaU fUaPeZRUk´²WhaW iV, Whe idea WhaW Ze

aUe aOO each RWheU¶V RUacOeV aQd WhaW iW iV WhURXgh RXU e[chaQgeV WhaW a ³diYiQe´ PeVVage caQ cRPe

WhURXgh. CRRSeU-WhiWe aUgXeV WhaW iW iV Whe ³iQWeUWZiQed´ aQd ³UeOaWiRQaO PaWUi[´ Rf caUegiYeU

aQd cOieQW WhaW iV Whe VRXUce Rf ZiVdRP, iQVighW aQd PeaQiQg aW Whe heaUW Rf SaVWRUaO cRXQVeOiQg.21

She ZUiWeV, ³PeaQiQg aUiVeV QRW iQ eiWheU VXbjecW RU RbjecW, bXW iQ Whe VhaUed ZiVdRP, cRQVciRXV

aQd XQcRQVciRXV, WhaW aUiVeV iQ Whe µbeWZeeQ,¶ VRPeZheUe aORQg Whe VSecWUXP Rf WUaQVfeUeQce aQd

cRXQWeUWUaQVfeUeQce, Rf µI¶ aQd µThRX.¶´22 IQ WhiV PRdeO, Whe iQVighW iV QRW a ViQgXOaU eYeQW RU a

VWabOe VeQVe Rf XQdeUVWaQdiQg. IQ acWXaOiW\, Whe iQVighW caQ PRYe ZiWhiQ WhiV SaVWRUaO cRQWaiQeU.

She cRQWiQXeV, ³iQVighW (RU, SeUhaSV iQ iWV OiWeUaO VeQVe re-cognition²WhaW [Zhich] gReV RXW aQd

UeWXUQV iQfOXeQced, WR be UeWhRXghW agaiQ) fORZV back aQd fRUWh beWZeeQ Whe SaUWiciSaQWV.´23

WhiOe WhiV UeOaWiRQaO PaWUi[ PighW be Vaid WR deVcUibe aOPRVW aQ\ iQWeQWiRQaO cRQYeUVaWiRQ,24 Whe

UROe Rf Whe VSiUiWXaO caUegiYeU²be iW a chaSOaiQ RU caUd UeadeU²iV XQiTXe aQd caUUieV ZiWh iW

SaUWicXOaU UeVSRQVibiOiWieV aQd PRdeV Rf behaYiRU. The caUegiYeU iV iQWeQWiRQaOO\ XViQg WheiU ZhROe

beiQg WR faciOiWaWe Whe cRQYeUVaWiRQ. CRRSeU-WhiWe ZUiWeV, ³The heOSeU XVeV hiV RU heU RZQ VeOf,

QRW RQO\ aV a chaQQeO Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ abRXW hiV RU heU RZQ iQQeU kQRZOedge aQd e[SeUieQce, bXW

eTXaOO\ aV aQ ePSaWhic UeceiYeU Rf Whe RWheU¶V affecWiYe VWaWe aQd Whe VhaUed PeaQiQg WhaW iV

ePeUgiQg beWZeeQ WheP.´25 The diffeUeQce beWZeeQ Whe caUegiYeU aQd caUe VeekeU, Vhe ZUiWeV, ³iV

25 CRRSeU-WhiWe, Shared Wisdom, 56.

24 ³The Qe[W PeVVage iV ZheUe \RX aUe ZheQ \RX heaU Whe Qe[W PeVVage. WheQeYeU YRXUe [Vic] Uead\ \RXOO [Vic] heaU
Whe Qe[W PeVVage. The iQWeUeVWiQg WhiQg iV WheUeV [Vic] aOZa\V a Qe[W PeVVage aQd iWV [Vic] aOZa\V aYaiOabOe WR \RX.
NRZ! ThaW¶V a haUd RQe!´ RaP DaVV, Be Here Now, (SaQ CUiVWRbaO, NM: HaQXPaQ FRXQdaWiRQ, 1978), 102.

23 CRRSeU-WhiWe, Shared Wisdom, 56, RUigiQaO ePShaViV.
22 CRRSeU-WhiWe, Shared Wisdom, 25.

21 HeU WheUaSeXWic VeTXeQce fRU heaOiQg iV ViPiOaU WR a WaURW RU RUacOe UeadiQg. ³(1) bUiQgiQg Whe XQPeWabROi]ed aQd
XQQaPed PeQWaO cRQWeQWV XS WR a OeYeO Rf cRQVciRXV aZaUeQeVV (hRZeYeU iQchRaWe); (2) V\PbROi]iQg WhiV PaWeUiaO Yia
ZRUdV RU iPageV WhaW caQ be giYeQ ZRUdV; aQd fiQaOO\ (3) faciOiWaWiQg aQ iQWegUaWiYe SURceVV Rf PeaQiQg-PakiQg aQd
ZRUkiQg WhURXgh.´ See PaPeOa CRRSeU-WhiWe, Shared Wisdom (MiQQeaSROiV: FRUWUeVV PUeVV, 2003), 7.
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SUiPaUiO\ aQ eWhicaO RQe: Whe heOSeU haV beeQ eQWUXVWed ZiWh Whe UeVSRQVibiOiW\ WR caUe fRU Whe

RWheU.´26 The caUegiYeU iV VXbjecWiYeO\ VhaSed b\ WheiU WUaiQiQg aQd edXcaWiRQ, aQd VR WheiU VW\Oe

aQd UROe iQ caOOiQg fRUWh ³VhaUed ZiVdRP´ iV SaUWicXOaUO\ iQfOecWed. FRU e[aPSOe,

The SaVWRU RU SaVWRUaO cRXQVeORU is a SURfeVViRQaO heOSeU iQ WhiV daQce, QRW jXVW
aQRWheU daQce SaUWQeU, becaXVe Rf hiV RU heU WUaiQiQg aQd e[SeUieQce iQ
UecRgQi]iQg WhaW a daQce iV haSSeQiQg aQd iQ bUiQgiQg Whe VWeSV Rf Whe daQce iQWR
cRQVciRXV aZaUeQeVV iQ RUdeU WR Pake deciViRQV abRXW hRZ WR UeVSRQd VR aV WR be
aV WUXO\ SaVWRUaO (fRcXVed RQ Whe gURZWh aQd heaOiQg Rf Whe heOSee) aV SRVVibOe.27

IQ aOO WheVe Za\V, fURP Whe SaVWRUaO UeVSRQVibiOiWieV WR Whe SUacWicaO VkiOOV WR Whe RYeUaOO UeOaWiRQaO

PaWUi[, VSiUiWXaO caUegiYeUV aUe a diVWiQcW gURXS Rf caUiQg SURfeVViRQaOV.

AW Whe VaPe WiPe, Whe SUacWice Rf VSiUiWXaO caUe cXWV acURVV UeOigiRXV WUadiWiRQV. AV Whe

UeOigiRXV dePRgUaShicV Rf WhiV cRXQWU\ chaQge, ZiWh SeRSOe becRPiQg OeVV aWWached WR WUadiWiRQaO

hRXVeV Rf ZRUVhiS RU UeOigiRXV iQVWiWXWiRQV, aQd PRUe OikeO\ WR beOieYe iQ aQd ePbRd\ a V\QcUeWic

Pi[ Rf VSiUiWXaO ideaV, iW VhRXOd QRW VeeP VR VWUaQge WhaW WaURW, RUacOe caUdV aQd RWheU fRUPV Rf

diYiQaWiRQ aUe ePeUgiQg RU Ue-ePeUgiQg aV URbXVW fRUPV Rf VSiUiWXaO caUe. ReceQW VchROaUVhiS

dePRQVWUaWeV aV PXch. HRQg-AQ WX SURSRVeV e[WeQdiQg Whe acadePic XQdeUVWaQdiQg Rf WaURW

be\RQd ViPSO\ diYiQaWiRQ, iQVWead UefUaPiQg iW aV a ³WechQRORg\ Rf caUe´ WhaW caQ VXSSRUW

acWiYiVWV aQd jXVWice-VeekeUV aPRQg PaUgiQaOi]ed cRPPXQiWieV ZhR aUe VeaUchiQg fRU QeZ Za\V

Rf cRQQecWiQg WR iPagiQaWiYe, aQceVWUaOO\ iQfRUPed ZiVdRPV Rf UeViOieQce. She ZUiWeV WhaW ³Ze

cRQYeUge RQ RXU SUacWiceV Rf TaURW WR caUe fRU RXUVeOYeV aQd RXU iQWeUdeSeQdeQW UeOaWiRQVhiSV iQ

WhiV ZRUOd aW OeaVW iQ SaUaOOeO ZiWh RXU VRciaO jXVWice acWiYiVP, if QRW aV a Za\ WR iPagiQe aQd

PaQifeVW iW diUecWO\.´28 IQ RWheU ZRUdV, WaURW bRWh cUeaWeV VSace WR VWUeQgWheQ WheVe UeOaWiRQVhiSV.

AV a WaURW cROOecWiYe, WX aQd RWheUV Uead fRU RQe aQRWheU aQd cUeaWe caUdV WRgeWheU iQ cRPPXQiW\.

IQ WhiV Za\, WheiU WaURW SUacWice e[SUeVVeV a W\Se Rf caUe WhaW iV ³a VSecieV Rf acWiYiW\ WhaW iQcOXdeV

28 WX, ³TaURW aV a TechQRORg\,´ 200.
27 CRRSeU-WhiWe, Shared Wisdom, 59, RUigiQaO ePShaViV.
26 CRRSeU-WhiWe, Shared Wisdom, 59.
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eYeU\WhiQg WhaW Ze dR WR PaiQWaiQ, cRQWiQXe, aQd UeSaiU RXU µZRUOd¶ VR WhaW Ze caQ OiYe iQ iW aV

ZeOO aV SRVVibOe.´29 FXUWheUPRUe, VchROaU MeOiVVa F. LaYiQ aWWeQdV WR PeWaSh\VicaO caUegiYeUV,

³WaURWiVWV aQd RWheU µSV\chic¶ ZRUkeUV [ZhR] aUe UeSXWaWiRQaOO\ aQd VWUXcWXUaOO\ PaUgiQaOi]ed,´

Zhich haSSeQV WR ³aOORZ WheP WR ePbUace SRURXV aQd Zide-UaQgiQg ideQWiWieV aV

TXaVi-WheUaSeXWic ZRUkeUV URRWed iQ a PeWaSh\VicaO ZRUOdYieZ.´30 TheVe SRURXV ideQWiWieV, Oike

Whe chaSOaiQ, aUe ViWXaWed ZiWhiQ UeOaWiRQVhiSV, eWhicV, aQd PRdaOiWieV Rf VSiUiWXaO caUegiYiQg.

INTERBEING

AV I haYe jRXUQe\ed ZiWh WheVe caUdV RYeU Whe SaVW WZR \eaUV, I haYe cRPe WR XQdeUVWaQd

WhaW aQ eVVeQWiaO eOePeQW Rf P\ ZRUOdYieZ iV Whe iQWeUcRQQecWiRQ Rf aOO WhiQgV. PaUWicXOaUO\, I haYe

fRXQd cOaUiW\ iQ Thich NhaW HaQh¶V QRWiRQ Rf ³iQWeUbeiQg,´ a QeZ Za\ Rf VSeakiQg abRXW Whe

BXddhiVW cRQceSW Rf ³ePSWiQeVV´ WhaW iV aW Whe cRUe Rf RQe Rf Whe PRVW iPSRUWaQW VacUed We[WV iQ

YaUiRXV VchRROV aQd OiQeageV Rf BXddhiVP, Whe HeaUW SXWUa (PrajñƗpƗramitƗ). NhaW HaQh

e[SOaiQV iQWeUbeiQg ZiWh Whe e[aPSOe Rf a cORXd, ZUiWiQg,

If \RX aUe a SReW, \RX ZiOO Vee cOeaUO\ WhaW WheUe iV a cORXd fORaWiQg iQ WhiV VheeW Rf
SaSeU. WiWhRXW a cORXd, WheUe caQ be QR UaiQ; ZiWhRXW UaiQ, Whe WUeeV caQQRW gURZ;
aQd ZiWhRXW WUeeV, Ze caQQRW Pake SaSeU. The cORXd iV eVVeQWiaO fRU Whe SaSeU WR
e[iVW. If Whe cORXd iV QRW heUe, Whe VheeW Rf SaSeU caQQRW be heUe eiWheU. SR Ze caQ
Va\ WhaW Whe cORXd aQd Whe SaSeU iQWeU-aUe. ³IQWeUbeiQg´ iV a ZRUd WhaW iV QRW iQ Whe
dicWiRQaU\ \eW, bXW if Ze cRPbiQe Whe SUefi[ ³iQWeU-´ ZiWh Whe YeUb ³WR be,´ Ze
haYe a QeZ YeUb: inter-be.31

NhaW HaQh ZUiWeV WhaW Whe ZRUd iQWeU-beiQg ePeUged ZhiOe OeadiQg a UeWUeaW iQ Whe 1980V aW Whe

TaVVajaUa ZeQ CeQWeU. He aVked SaUWiciSaQWV ³ZheWheU WheUe ZaV a ZRUd iQ FUeQch RU EQgOiVh WhaW

cRXOd deVcUibe hRZ Whe chaiU e[iVWed aORQg ZiWh aOO Whe RWheU QRQ-chaiU eOePeQWV.´32 He VXggeVWed

32 NhaW HaQh, The Other Shore, 27.
31 Thich NhaW HaQh, The Other Shore (BeUkeOe\: PaUaOOa[ PUeVV, 2017), 27.
30 LaYiQ, ³SSiUiWXaOiVW WRUkeUV,´ 317.

29 WX, ³TaURW aV a TechQRORg\,´ 200, ciWiQg J. C. TURQWR, Moral Boundaries: a political argument for an ethic of care
(NeZ YRUk: RRXWOedge, 1993).
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³WRgeWheUQeVV´ aW fiUVW, bXW fiQaOO\ RffeUed ³iQWeUbeiQg´ becaXVe iW VRXQded Oike a beWWeU e[SUeVViRQ

Rf WhiV cRQceSW. IQWeUbeiQg haV becRPe a ceQWUaO feaWXUe iQ hiV OiQeage Rf BXddhiVP.33

ThiV VhRUW RUigiQ VWRU\ Rf Whe ZRUd ³iQWeUbeiQg´ iOOXPiQaWeV Whe Za\ QeZ WUXWhV ePeUge

fURP Whe cURVV-cXOWXUaO aQd cROOabRUaWiYe feUPeQWaWiRQ Rf OaQgXage, iPageV, aQd VSiUiWXaO

WeachiQgV. TheUe ZeUe RWheU EQgOiVh-OaQgXage e[SUeVViRQV WhaW WRXched RQ WhiV idea, iQcOXdiQg

ePSWiQeVV, iQWeUSeQeWUaWiRQ, aQd IQWeUdeSeQdeQW CR-AUiViQg.34 AQd \eW, VRPeWhiQg eYeQ PRUe

XVefXO cRXOd ePeUge fURP Whe ³VhaUed ZiVdRP´ Rf WeacheU aQd VWXdeQWV. NRW RQO\ dR I Vee

iQWeUbeiQg WR be a fXQdaPeQWaO deVcUiSWiRQ Rf Whe ZRUOd, bXW I aOVR fiQd gUeaW VigQificaQce iQ Whe

fUaPiQg Rf iW aV a YeUb. We aUe fXQdaPeQWaOO\ cRQQecWed, bXW Ze caQ fXUWheU WhaW UeaOiW\ b\ WakiQg

RQ a PRUe acWiYe UROe iQ Whe SURceVV. ³We aUe each RWheU¶V RUacOe´ iV, iQ VRPe Za\V, a diffeUeQW

ShUaViQg Rf WhaW VaPe idea.

EARTHSEED

AV a fiQaO eQWU\ SRiQW iQWR P\ XQdeUVWaQdiQg Rf Whe RUacXOaU URRWedQeVV, I OifW XS VRPe ke\

YeUVeV Rf EaUWhVeed, Whe ShiORVRSh\-UeOigiRQ fRXQd iQ OcWaYia E. BXWOeU¶V Parable of the Sower.

ThiV We[W iV RQe Rf P\ VcUiSWXUeV, a VRXUce I WXUQ WR fRU ZiVdRP, iQVighW aQd XQdeUVWaQdiQg.35 The

PaiQ chaUacWeU Rf Parable, LaXUeQ O\a OOaPiQa, UeSeaWedO\ WeOOV SeRSOe WhaW Vhe did QRW iQYeQW

heU EaUWhVeed UeOigiRQ, bXW diVcRYeUed iW b\ caUefXOO\ ZaWchiQg eYeU\WhiQg WhaW haSSeQV iQ Whe

QaWXUaO aQd hXPaQ ZRUOd. LaXUeQ ZUiWeV WhaW, ³aOO I dR iV RbVeUYe aQd Wake QRWeV, WU\iQg WR SXW

WhiQgV dRZQ iQ Za\V WhaW aUe aV SRZeUfXO, aV ViPSOe, aQd aV diUecW aV I feeO WheP.´36 I RffeU WheVe

YeUVeV (aQd Whe deck) iQ WhaW VaPe VSiUiW. The PRVW UeSeaWed idea Rf EaUWhVeed iV:

36 BXWOeU, Parable of the Sower, 88.

35 I aSSUeciaWe Whe e[SaQViYe defiQiWiRQ Rf a ZiVdRP We[W fRXQd iQ LaPa RRd OZeQV, Love and Rage (BeUkeOe\:
NRUWh AWOaQWic BRRkV, 2020), 73-74.

34 Thich NhaW HaQh, The Heart of the Buddha¶s Teaching (NeZ YRUk: BURadZa\ BRRkV, 1999), 225.

33 The RUgaQi]aWiRQ Rf PRQaVWic aQd Oa\ SUacWiWiRQeUV iV caOOed Whe OUdeU Rf IQWeUbeiQg. ³WhaW iV Whe OUdeU Rf
IQWeUbeiQg,´ OUdeU Rf IQWeUbeiQg _ TieS HieQ, hWWSV://RUdeURfiQWeUbeiQg.RUg/abRXW/RXU-hiVWRU\/.
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AOO WhaW \RX WRXch, \RX ChaQge.
AOO WhaW \RX ChaQge, ChaQgeV \RX.
The RQO\ OaVWiQg WUXWh iV ChaQge.
GRd iV ChaQge.37

ThiV YeUVe aOVR UefOecWV iQWeUbeiQg aQd VhaUed ZiVdRP. The fiUVW WZR OiQeV SRiQW WR Whe ³daQce´

WhaW CRRSeU-WhiWe ideQWifieV aV gRiQg RQ beWZeeQ caUegiYeU aQd Whe RQe VeekiQg caUe; WheUe iV

PXWXaO chaQge iQ Whe e[chaQge. ThaW ³GRd iV ChaQge´ VXggeVWV WhaW WhiV eOePeQW Rf eYeU-PRYiQg

WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ iV Whe eVVeQce aQd ideQWiW\ Rf diYiQiW\. YeW EaUWhVeed dReV QRW RQO\ deVcUibe Whe

ZRUOd, iW aOVR RffeUV aQ aiP. ³The DeVWiQ\ Rf EaUWhVeed iV WR Wake URRW aPRQg Whe VWaUV.´38

JRXUQe\iQg iQWR VSace aQd UeachiQg RWheU habiWabOe SOaQeWV (giYeQ fRUeWhRXghW aQd haUd ZRUk) iV

Whe eVchaWRORgicaO deVWiQaWiRQ Rf EaUWhOife. HXPaQiW\, UaWheU WhaQ cRQWiQXe iWV e[iVWeQce VROeO\ iQ

RXU hRPe ZRUOd, iV iQYiWed WR dUeaP biggeU aQd ZRUk WRZaUd a PaWeUiaO UeaOiW\ ZheUe Ze aUe

SOaQWed iQ a SOace ZhROO\ diffeUeQW WhaQ RXU RZQ. IW iV a SUacWice iQ URRWiQg RXUVeOYeV iQ Whe

³RWheU,´ iQ Whe ³ThRX´ WR RXU cROOecWiYe ³I.´ IW iV SURfRXQd ZRUk. AV aQRWheU YeUVe VWaWeV, ³We aUe

EaUWhVeed. We aUe fOeVh²VeOf aZaUe, TXeVWiQg, SURbOeP-VROYiQg fOeVh. We aUe WhaW aVSecW Rf

EaUWhOife beVW abOe WR VhaSe GRd [ChaQge] kQRZiQgO\.´39 TR be VeOf-aZaUe, WR TXeVW, aQd WR VROYe

SURbOePV iV WR be a VkiOOfXO ageQW iQ Whe XQfROdiQg iQ RXU XQiYeUVe. I RffeU WheVe YeUVeV aV a

geQXiQe e[SUeVViRQ Rf ZhaW I Vee aV Whe SRVVibiOiW\ WR Pake VkiOOfXO chaQgeV iQ Whe ZRUOd WhURXgh

iQWURVSecWiRQ aQd WhRXghWfXO acWiRQ. CaUWRPaQc\ aQd The So Damn Divine Oracle aUe jXVW

SaUWicXOaU Za\V Rf acWXaOi]iQg WhiV iQQaWe SRWeQWiaO.

39 BXWOeU, Parable of the Sower, 157.
38 BXWOeU, Parable of the Sower, 229.
37 BXWOeU, Parable of the Sower, 89.
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III. A BULeI HLVWRU\ RI TaURW

I QRZ WXUQ P\ aWWeQWiRQ WR Whe PRVW RYeUW OiQeage Rf P\ deck: Whe WaURW. FiUVWO\, I

ackQRZOedge Whe VcRSe aQd OiPiWV Rf P\ aSSURach. TheQ, I VkeWch RXW a bUief hiVWRU\ Rf Whe WaURW

deck, eVSeciaOO\ Whe SPiWh-WaiWe-RideU deck aQd WaURW¶V PRUe UeceQW WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ iQWR a WRRO

fRU SeUVRQaO UefOecWiRQ aQd heaOiQg.

SiQce P\ PaVWeU¶V WheViV iV SUiPaUiO\ cUeaWiYe, I haYe QRW aWWePSWed a PRUe WUadiWiRQaO

acadePic aQaO\ViV Rf Whe UeOigiRXV SheQRPeQa Rf RUacOeV aQd WaURW gXided b\ a fRcXVed UeVeaUch

TXeVWiRQ. MaQ\ OiQeV Rf UeVeaUch ZRXOd haYe beeQ ZRUWhZhiOe had I SXUVXed WhiV WRSic WhURXgh

WhRVe WheRUieV aQd PeWhRdRORgieV. I cRXOd haYe UeVeaUched WheRUiVWV Rf V\PbROV, VePiRWicV aQd

Whe WUaQVfeUeQce Rf PeaQiQg beWZeeQ VigQV, WiPe, aQd cRQWe[W.40 I cRXOd haYe fRcXVed RQ

PeaQiQg-PakiQg aV a WRRO fRU UeOigiRXV SURfeVViRQaOV.41 I cRXOd haYe ORRked aW aUW aV a WheRORgicaO

acWiYiW\ RU aW Whe WheRUieV Rf Pagic aQd iWV UeOaWiRQVhiS WR Whe VWXd\ Rf UeOigiRQ. JXVW aV

iPSRUWaQWO\, I cRXOd haYe e[aPiQed Whe iPSacWV Rf UaciVP, Ve[iVP, RUieQWaOiVP aQd abOeiVP RQ

WaURW aQd Whe PaQ\ Za\V cRQWePSRUaU\ aUWiVWV aQd RccXOWiVWV aUe diVUXSWiQg WhaW hiVWRU\.42 BXW P\

PiQiVWU\ caOOed Pe²\eW agaiQ²WRZaUd Whe cUeaWiYe. I ZiOO UefeUeQce WheVe aUeaV Rf UeVeaUch

ZheUe Whe\ aUe PRVW UeOeYaQW WR iOOXPiQaWiQg P\ SURceVV.

42 ThiV iV aQ iPSRUWaQW ViWe Rf fXUWheU iQYeVWigaWiRQ aQd I hRSe P\ RZQ UeVeaUch aQd RWheUV ZiOO addUeVV iW. FRU
e[aPSOe, PaPeOa CROPaQ SPiWh iV Whe aUWiVW ZhR SaiQWed Whe iPageV Rf Whe PRVW faPRXV WaURW deck iQ Whe UQiWed
SWaWeV, Whe WaiWe-RideU-SPiWh deck, \eW a cUiWicaO biRgUaSh\ ZaV SXbOiVhed RQO\ OaVW \eaU. See EOi]abeWh FROe\
O¶CRQQRU, Pamela Colman Smith: artist, feminist, and mystic (COePVRQ, SC: COePVRQ UQiYeUViW\ PUeVV, 2021).

41 See JRhQ TURkaQ, ³MRdeOV Rf TheRORgicaO RefOecWiRQ: WheRU\ aQd SUa[iV´ iQ Catholic Education: a journal of
inquiry and practice, VRO. 1, IV. 2, JXO\ 2013.

40 See IQQa SePeWVk\, The Edusemiotics of Images: essays on the art~science of tarot (RRWWeUdaP: SeQVe PXbOiVheUV,
2013).
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FXUWheUPRUe, I Qeed WR ackQRZOedge Whe iQcUedibOe UichQeVV Rf diYiQaWiRQ,43 caUWRPaQc\,44

aQd RUacOeV. TheVe aUe gORbaO, cURVV-cXOWXUaO, aQd WUaQV-hiVWRUicaO UeOigiRXV SheQRPeQa. FURP Whe

I ChiQg WR Whe XVe Rf SOa\iQg caUdV iQ CaUibbeaQ VRdRX, WheVe W\SeV Rf SUacWiceV aUe cRPPRQ

PeaQV Rf aVVeVViQg Whe diYiQe iQ SeRSOe¶V eYeU\da\ OiYeV aQd UeOigiRXVO\ ViQgXOaU VeWWiQgV. YeW

becaXVe Rf Whe QaWXUe Rf P\ deck, I haYe fRcXVed aWWeQWiRQ RQ eVRWeUiVP45 aQd WhiQkeUV ZhRVe

ZRUk haV PRVW iPSacWed Whe deYeORSPeQW Rf WaURW, bURadO\, aQd P\ RZQ RUacXOaU WhRXghW.

SiQce WaURW, iQ bRWh fRUP aQd fXQcWiRQ, iV Whe SUiPaU\ VRXUce Rf P\ deck, e[SORUiQg WaURW¶V

hiVWRU\ aOORZV fRU QXaQce aQd cRQWe[WXaOi]aWiRQ Rf a diYiQaWRU\ SUacWice WhaW haV fXeOed P\

VSiUiWXaO Oife. ThURXghRXW iWV hiVWRU\, WaURW haV QRW beeQ VWaWic, a PeUe UeSeWiWiRQ Rf Whe VaPe VeW Rf

caUdV. TaURW haV cRQWiQXaOO\ WUaQVfRUPed, OikeO\ RUigiQaWiQg aV a gaPe, WheQ becRPiQg aQ eVRWeUic

deYice SaU e[ceOOeQce aQd, PRUe UeceQWO\, WUaQVfRUPiQg agaiQ iQWR a PRUe fUee-fRUP WRRO fRU

SeUVRQaO deYeORSPeQW aQd heaOiQg. AV HeOeQ FaUOe\ ZUiWeV iQ A Cultural History of the Tarot, ³iW

iV Whe VRciaO aQd cXOWXUaO cRQWe[W iQ Zhich WaURW iV RSeUaWiQg WhaW iPbXeV Whe deck ZiWh

PeaQiQg.´46 TaURW deckV haYe a cRQWiQXiW\ Rf fRUP eYeQ aV YaUiaWiRQ aQd iQQRYaWiRQ chaQge iWV

VWUXcWXUe, V\PbROiVP aQd aiPV.

FaUOe\ QRWeV WhaW Whe RbjecWV aQd UeOaWed SUacWiceV WhaW Ze QRZ UecRgQi]e aV WaURW haYe

PRYed faU RXWVide Rf WheiU RUigiQaO cRQWe[W. TaURW VeePV WR haYe VWaUWed aV a W\Se Rf

eQWeUWaiQPeQW; Whe fiUVW VeW Rf SOa\iQg caUdV ZeUe dRcXPeQWed iQ 1299 iQ SieQQa ZhiOe Whe ROdeVW

46 HeOeQ FaUOe\, A Cultural History of Tarot: from entertainment to esotericism. (NeZ YRUk: I.B. TaXUiV & CR.,
2009), 4.

45 EVRWeUiciVP caQ be ³XQdeUVWRRd aV a hiVWRUicaO cRQVWUXcW, QRW aV a W\Se Rf UeOigiRQ bXW aV a geQeUaO OabeO fRU VRPe
cXUUeQWV iQ WeVWeUQ cXOWXUe WhaW diVSOa\ ceUWaiQ ViPiOaUiWieV aQd aUe hiVWRUicaOO\ UeOaWed.´ See AQWRiQe FaiYUe,
³EVRWeUiciVP´ iQ Encyclopedia of Religion, ed. b\ LiQdVa\ JRQeV, 2Qd ed., YRO. 4 (DeWURiW, MI: MacPiOOaQ RefeUeQce
USA, 2005): 2842-2845.

44 CaUWRPaQc\ iV caUd-baVed diYiQaWiRQ, ZheWheU WhaW be WaURW, RUacOe, aQgeO, RU SOa\iQg caUdV. See ZXeVVe,
³DiYiQaWiRQ,´ 2373.

43 DiYiQaWiRQ ³iV Whe aUW RU SUacWice Rf diVcRYeUiQg Whe SeUVRQaO, hXPaQ VigQificaQce Rf fXWXUe RU, PRUe cRPPRQO\,
SUeVeQW RU SaVW eYeQWV. A SUeRccXSaWiRQ ZiWh Whe iPSRUW Rf eYeQWV aQd VSecific PeWhRdV WR diVcRYeU iW aUe fRXQd iQ
aOPRVW aOO cXOWXUeV.´ See EYaQ M. ZXeVVe, ³DiYiQaWiRQ: AQ OYeUYieZ´ IQ Encyclopedia of Religion, 2Qd ed., ediWed
b\ LiQdVa\ JRQeV. VRO. 4. (DeWURiW, MI: MacPiOOaQ RefeUeQce USA, 2005): 2369-2375.
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VXUYiYiQg WaURW Sack, Whe ViVceQWi DiPRdURQe, cRPeV fURP NRUWheUQ IWaO\ iQ Whe fiUVW haOf Rf Whe

fifWeeQWh ceQWXU\.47 ³The caUdV WhaW ciUcXOaWed iQ GeUPaQ\ aQd IWaO\ aURXQd Whe begiQQiQg Rf Whe

fifWeeQWh ceQWXU\ bRUe figXUeV UefOecWiQg Whe cXOWXUe aQd VRciaO SURbOePV Rf Whe WiPe, aQd Whe\

PXOWiSOied UaSidO\ WhaQkV WR Whe SURgUeVV iQ Whe aUW Rf eQgUaYiQg.´48 FaUOe\ VXggeVWV WhaW WaURW

ePeUged QRW RXW Rf a ViQgOe VRXUce ZiWh a VeW VWUXcWXUe, bXW aV iQWeUUeOaWed deckV acURVV EXURSe.49

DXUiQg Whe Vi[WeeQWh ceQWXU\, WaURW PRYed fURP IWaO\ WR FUaQce aQd WheQ WR SZiW]eUOaQd. IQ WhiV

WiPe, WheUe ZaV PRUShiQg iQ Whe caUdV aQd deck VWUXcWXUe. FRU e[aPSOe, Whe TaURW de MaUVeiOOe

(Whe YeUViRQ Zhich becaPe VWaQdaUd fRU PRVW caUd PakeUV iQ EXURSe aQd iV VWiOO Whe PRVW SRSXOaU

WaURW deck WheUe), VaZ Whe addiWiRQ Rf The TRZeU aQd The DeYiO caUdV, aV ZeOO aV a VW\OiVWic

chaQge ZheUe Whe QaPe Rf each caUd iV SOaced aW Whe bRWWRP.50

Be\RQd Whe TXeVWiRQ Rf geRgUaShicaO PRYePeQW, a VigQificaQW iQQRYaWiRQ ZaV Whe VhifW

fURP WaURW aV a gaPe WR WaURW aV a diYiQaWRU\ WRRO. The XVe Rf Whe caUdV fRU caUWRPaQc\ iV

dRcXPeQWed iQ BRORgQa iQ 1750, ZheQ a SaPShOeW ZaV SUiQWed WhaW cRQWaiQed Whe PeaQiQgV Rf

WhiUW\ fiYe WaURW caUdV.51 A bRRk iQWeUSUeWiQg Whe WaURW, Zhich ZaV SXbOiVhed WZR decadeV OaWeU, iV

eYideQce fRU Whe gURZWh Rf caUWRPaQc\ iQ FUaQce. IQdeed, iW iV iQ FUeQch VRcieW\ WhaW FaUOe\

ideQWifieV WhiV deYeORSPeQW iQ Whe VSiUiWXaO iQfOecWiRQ Rf Whe caUdV.52 IQ Whe eighWeeQWh ceQWXU\,

FUaQce ZaV Whe ViWe Rf ePeUgiQg UaWiRQaOiVP aQd QaWiRQaOiVP WhaW eURded Whe SRZeU WhaW Whe

CaWhROic ChXUch RQce heOd RYeU UeOigiRXV Oife aQd VRcieW\. PeRSOe had QeZ fieOdV Rf WhRXghW iQWR

Zhich Whe\ cRXOd VRZ WheiU TXeVWiRQV abRXW GRd aQd Whe QaWXUe Rf UeaOiW\. ³IQ aQ iQcUeaViQgO\

52 LaXUaQW aOVR SiQV WhiV eVRWeUic deYeORSPeQW iQ FUaQce, QRWiQg WhaW iW haSSeQed ³afWeU Whe QXPbeU Rf caUdV aQd Whe
figXUeV RQ WheP had becRPe VXfficieQWO\ VWaQdaUdi]ed.´ See LaXUaQW, ³TaURW.´

51 FaUOe\, History of Tarot, 95.
50 FaUOe\, History of Tarot, 93-4. M\ deck fROORZV WhiV cRQYeQWiRQ Rf iQcOXdiQg Whe caUd QaPe aW Whe bRWWRP.
49 FaUOe\, History of Tarot, 90-1.
48 LaXUaQW, ³TaURW.´

47 FaUOe\, History of Tarot, 8 (QRWe 13), 18. TaURW VchROaU JeaQ-PieUUe LaXUaQW VXggeVWV WhaW caUd gaPeV caQQRW be
daWed back fXUWheU WhaQ 1375. See LaXUaQW, ³TaURW´ iQ Dictionary of Gnosis & Western Esotericism, ediWed b\ WRXWeU
J HaQegUaaff, (LeideQ, The NeWheUOaQdV: BUiOO, 2006).
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VecXOaU VRcieW\, each iQdiYidXaO becRPeV ePSRZeUed WR SXUVXe diffeUeQW fRUPV Rf beOief.´53 YeW

WhiV SeUiRd ZaV QRW chaUacWeUi]ed b\ a RQe-Za\ dRPiQaQce Rf ideaV RYeU iQWXiWiRQ. The cXUUeQWV

Rf VcieQWific UaWiRQaOiVP VSaZQed Whe UeacWiRQaU\ PRYePeQW Rf URPaQWiciVP, PaUked b\ Whe idea

WhaW ³deeSeU UeaOiWieV cRXOd be faWhRPed b\ XQOeaVhiQg Whe iPagiQaWiRQ WR SeUceiYe hiddeQ

cRQQecWiRQV beWZeeQ aOO WhiQgV; iQYeVWiQg Whe cRVPRV ZiWh XQiW\ aQd VigQificaQce.´54 The fRPeQW

Rf WheVe chaUged aQd cRPSeWiQg diVcRXUVeV RSeQed a UeQeZed iQWeUeVW iQ RccXOWiVP, aVWURORg\,

SURShec\, aOcheP\ aQd diYiQaWiRQ.

eOShaV LpYi ZaV a ceQWUaO OiQk iQ WhiV deYeORSPeQW. FaUOe\ ZUiWeV WhaW he ³ZaV SeUhaSV Whe

PRVW iPSRUWaQW figXUe iQ Whe hiVWRU\ Rf WaURW iQ FUaQce aQd ZaV OaUgeO\ UeVSRQVibOe fRU Whe

VXbVeTXeQW aVVRciaWiRQ Rf WaURW ZiWh eVRWeUiciVP.´55 LpYi, ZhR had beeQ RQ a SaWh WR becRPiQg a

SUieVW, ZaV baUUed fURP UeOigiRXV Oife becaXVe Rf hiV iQaSSURSUiaWe UeOaWiRQVhiS ZiWh a \RXQg

ZRPaQ XQdeU hiV caUe. He WheQ VWXdied diffeUeQW RccXOW WRSicV aQd SXbOiVhed hiV bRRkV RQ Whe

PaWWeU iQ 1854 aQd 1855. The\ ZeUe QRW eQc\cORSediaV, bXW Whe\ ZeUe eQc\cORSedic.LpYi¶V

VZeeSiQg ZRUk ZaV a ³YaVW V\QWheViV´ Rf KabbaOah, aOcheP\, HeUPeWiciVP, aVWURORg\, high

Pagic aQd WaURW. TheVe ZeUe bURXghW WRgeWheU iQWR a XQified, WUaQVfeUabOe WeVWeUQ eVRWeUiciVP.

TaURW ZaV ke\ WR WhiV ZhROe SURjecW. LpYi ZURWe: ³The WaURW, WhiV PiUacXORXV bRRk,

iQVSiUaWiRQ Rf aOO Whe VacUed bRRkV Rf Whe aQcieQW SeRSOeV, iV, becaXVe Rf Whe aQaORgicaO SUeciViRQ

Rf iWV figXUeV aQd QXPbeUV, Whe PRVW SeUfecW iQVWUXPeQW Rf diYiQaWiRQ, Zhich caQ be XVed ZiWh

cRPSOeWe cRQfideQce.´56 YeW, aV FaUOe\ e[SOaiQV, LpYi beOieYed WaURW¶V ³PRVW YaOXabOe SXUSRVe

ZaV WhaW Rf cRQYe\iQg aOO Whe ZiVdRP Rf Whe XQiYeUVe,´ QRW PRUe cRPPRQSOace diYiQaWiRQ.57 ThiV

UeYeOaWiRQ Rf XQiYeUVaO ZiVdRP ZaV Whe eVVeQce Rf eVRWeUic SUacWice. LpYi¶V OaVWiQg iPSacW RQ

57 FaUOe\, History of Tarot, 113.
56 LaXUaQW, ³TaURW,´ TXRWiQg LpYi¶V Dogme et rituel de la haute magie.
55 FaUOe\, History of Tarot, 111-113.
54 FaUOe\, History of Tarot, 97, QRWe 33.
53 FaUOe\, History of Tarot, 96.
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WaURW ZaV Whe cePeQWiQg Rf a V\VWeP Rf cRUUeVSRQdeQceV beWZeeQ HebUeZ OeWWeUV, Whe aVWURORgicaO

ZRdiac, eOePeQWV, aQd Whe VXiWV Rf Whe caUdV. ThRXgh he QeYeU SURdXced a deck hiPVeOf, hiV

iQWeUSUeWaWiRQV Rf Whe PajRU aUcaQa SURYided fRddeU fRU OaWeU deckV.

TaURW ZRXOd OaWeU PRYe fURP FUaQce iQWR EQgOaQd. AUWhXU EdZaUd WaiWe WUaQVOaWed LpYi¶V

ZRUkV iQWR EQgOiVh, Zhich bRWh eVWabOiVhed LpYi¶V SOace iQ WhiV eVRWeUic WUaQVPiVViRQ iQWR Whe

EQgOiVh VSeakiQg ZRUOd aQd aOVR fXeOed aQ aSSeWiWe fRU RccXOWiVP iQ BUiWaiQ. IQ WhiV cRQWe[W, Whe

eVRWeUiciVP WhaW had beeQ deYeORSiQg iQ FUaQce ZaV fXUWheU iQfOXeQced b\ iQWeUeVW iQ

FUeePaVRQU\, Whe CeOWic UeYiYaO aQd ChUiVWiaQ P\VWiciVP.58 ThiV ZRXOd Oead WR Whe fRXQdiQg Rf Whe

HeUPeWic OUdeU Rf Whe GROdeQ DaZQ.59 AgaiQ, WaURW SURYided a VeW Rf V\PbROV WhURXgh Zhich aOO

Rf WheVe YaUiRXV aQd VhifWiQg beOiefV cRXOd be e[SUeVVed.

BRWh WaiWe aQd AOiVWeU CURZOe\ (each Rf WheP faPRXV PePbeUV Rf Whe GROd DaZQ)

ZRXOd SURdXce cRPPeUciaO WaURW deckV, bXW iW ZaV WaiWe¶V, iOOXVWUaWed b\ Whe aUWiVW PaPeOa

³Pi[ie´ CROPaQ SPiWh (aOVR a GROdeQ DaZQ PePbeU), WhaW ZRXOd Wake hROd. The deck iV QRWhiQg

VhRUW Rf geQUe-defiQiQg. The SPiWh-WaiWe-RideU deck iV b\ faU Whe PRVW SRSXOaU WaURW deck iQ Whe

UQiWed SWaWeV aQd EQgOaQd.60 The deck ZaV XQiTXe iQ WhaW iW VSRke acURVV VWUaWa Rf VRcieW\.

Magic iQ Whe SRSXOaU cXOWXUe aQd Pagic aPRQgVW VRcieW\¶V eOiWeV ZaV RfWeQ RQ WZR
diffeUeQW WUackV. IQdeed, hiVWRUiaQV Rf Pagic RfWeQ VWXd\ WheiU VXbjecW iQ WheVe WZR
VeSaUaWe caWegRUicaO diVWiQcWiRQV. TaURW caUdV, hRZeYeU, haYe deYeORSed VWURQg
cRQQecWiRQV WR Whe hiVWRU\ Rf eOiWe Pagic aV ZeOO aV Whe SRSXOaU cXOWXUe.61

The SPiWh-RideU-WaiWe deck iV Whe SURgeQiWRU, Whe VRXUce We[W, fRU Whe VeePiQgO\ eYeU e[SaQdiQg

iWeUaWiRQV Rf PRdeUQ WaURW aQd UeOaWed deckV.

61 PaWUick MaiOOe, The Cards, 43-44.

60 I aP chRRViQg WR fRUegURXQd SPiWh¶V cRQWUibXWiRQ WR Whe deck b\ SXWWiQg heU QaPe fiUVW. She ZaV a UaciaOO\
³RWheUed´ SeUVRQ ZhR ZaV Said a fOaW VXP Rf PRQe\ fRU heU ZRUk RQ Whe deck, Zhich iQcOXded Whe VigQificaQW
iQQRYaWiRQ Rf haYiQg iQdiYidXaO VceQeV RQ Whe SiS caUdV. See O¶CRQQRU, Pamela Colman Smith.

59 FaUOe\, History of Tarot, 121.

58 ThURXghRXW WheVe ShaVeV Rf deYeORSPeQW iQ FUaQce aQd EQgOaQd, WaURW iQWeUSUeWaWiRQV ZeUe PRVWO\ aOigQed ZiWh
VWaQdaUd ChUiVWiaQ WheRORg\ aQd SUacWice.
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IW iV fURP WhiV cXOWXUaO VWUeaP WhaW aQRWheU ShaVe Rf WaURW deYeORSPeQW RccXUUed iQ Whe

WZeQWieWh aQd WZeQW\-fiUVW ceQWXUieV. FaUOe\ QRWeV hRZ ³NeZ Age´ cXUUeQWV VhifWed Whe fRcXV Rf

Whe WaURW fURP eiWheU diYiQaWiRQ RU XQdeUVWaQdiQg eVRWeUic ZiVdRP aQd WRZaUd PRUe PediWaWiYe,

UefOecWiYe SUacWiceV, aV ZeOO aV gRaOV Rf VeOf-WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ aQd SV\chR-VSiUiWXaO heaOiQg. The

VWUXcWXUe aQd iQWeUQaO cRheViRQ Rf Whe deck gaYe Za\ WR a SUROifeUaWiRQ Rf aOWeUQaWiYe ³WaURW´

deckV, deckV WhaW ZeUe ORRVeO\ baVed RQ a WhePe Rf Whe cUeaWRU¶V chRRViQg bXW ZeUe QRW bRXQd b\

Whe cRQfiQeV Rf SPiWh-RideU-WaiWe.62 The VWUXcWXUe ZaV iQ facW VXbVeUYieQW WR Whe SXUSRVe.63

PaWUick MaiOOe VXggeVWV WhaW ³aQ e[ceOOeQW iOOXVWUaWiRQ Rf WhiV QeZ diUecWiRQ iQ TaURW iV Whe [Vikki]

NRbOe Motherpeace URXQd deck Zhich ZaV iQWURdXced iQ 1983. IW UefOecWV a VWUeaP Rf fePiQiVP

aV iW haV deYeORSed iQ Whe GRddeVV PRYePeQW.´64 IW iV ZRUWh QRWiQg WhaW QRW aOO WaURW iQQRYaWiRQV

iQ Whe OaWe WZeQWieWh ceQWXU\ ZeUe aOigQed ZiWh Whe NeZ Age RU abaQdRQed PRUe WUadiWiRQaO

iQWeUSUeWiYe VWUaWegieV Rf Whe WaURW.65 EYeQ WhRXgh WheVe aOWeUQaWiYe deckV had OiWWOe cRQViVWeQc\ iQ

RUgaQi]aWiRQ RU V\PbROiVP, WheUe ZaV a cRQWiQXiW\ Rf Whe RbjecWV Rf diYiQaWiRQ-W\Se deckV. ThiV

ORRVeQiQg Rf fRUP VSeakV WR Whe ePeUgeQce Rf bRWh RUacOe aQd aQgeO caUdV.

The SRZeU Rf Whe deckV OieV QRW RQO\ iQ ZhaW Whe\ ZeUe, bXW ZhaW Whe\ caQ becRPe. TZR

aUchiYaO cROOecWiRQV highOighW WhiV VeQVe Rf SRVVibiOiW\. AW YaOe¶V BeiQecke LibUaU\ iV Whe CaU\

CROOecWiRQ Rf POa\iQg CaUdV.66 The cROOecWiRQ UefOecWV fiYe ceQWXUieV Rf Whe deYeORSPeQW Rf

SOa\iQg caUdV, Rf Zhich WaURW (iQcOXdiQg Whe ViVcRQWi deck fURP fifWeeQWh ceQWXU\ IWaO\) iV a

66 CaU\ CROOecWiRQ Rf POa\iQg CaUdV, BeiQecke RaUe BRRk aQd MaQXVcUiSW LibUaU\, YaOe UQiYeUViW\.

65 ³OQe Rf Whe PRVW UePaUkabOe e[aPSOeV Rf Whe WaURW¶V caSaciW\ WR fXUQiVh a baViV fRU eVRWeUic aQd P\VWic PediWaWiRQ
caQ be fRXQd iQ Whe ZRUkV Rf VaOeQWiQ TRPbeUg, Méditations sur les 22 arcanes majeurs du tarot (1980), SUefaced iQ
Whe FUeQch ediWiRQ b\ Whe CaWhROic WheRORgiaQ HaQV UUV YRQ BaOWhaVaU. The OaWWeU ViWXaWed Whe eQWeUSUiVe iQ Whe
fUaPeZRUk Rf µVSiUiWXaO UeadiQgV¶, VXSSRUWed b\ ChUiVWiaQ aV ZeOO aV QRQ-ChUiVWiaQ WUadiWiRQV aQd b\ eVRWeUic
e[egeVeV. TRPbeUg'V µiQQeU e[SeUieQce¶ iOOXVWUaWeV Whe e[SaQViRQ Rf Whe fieOd Rf WaURW WR ePbUace OiWeUaWXUe aQd Whe
aUWV,´ See LaXUaQW, ³TaURW.´ I haYe RSWed WR XVe Whe ZRUd ³MediWaWiRQV´ iQ Whe So Damn Divine Oracle WhaQkV iQ SaUW
WR WhiV ZRUk.

64 MaiOOe, The Cards, 62.
63 FaUOe\, History of Tarot, 175.
62 FaUOe\ dReV QRW caOO WheVe ³RUacOe´ deckV bXW WhaW iV RQe QaPe QRZ XVed WR cOaVVif\ WheVe ³aOWeUQaWiYe´ deckV.
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QRWabOe SaUW. BXW aW Whe MIT OibUaU\ iQ BRVWRQ iV Whe IQdie TaURW CROOecWiRQ, Zhich cRQWaiQV

aOPRVW 400 deckV cUeaWed beWZeeQ 1992 WR 2019.67 ThiV aUchiYaO cROOecWiRQ cRQViVWV VROeO\ Rf

deckV ³ZiWh VSiUiWXaOO\ aQd UeOigiRXVO\ diYeUVe UeYiViRQV RQ WUadiWiRQaO WaURW QaUUaWiYeV aQd

aUcheW\SeV.´ OYeUaOO, iW fRcXVeV RQ deckV ZiWh WhePeV Rf fePiQiVP aQd TXeeUQeVV aQd WhRVe

cUeaWed b\ SeRSOe Rf cRORU (ViPiOaU WR The Collective Tarot). The cROOecWiRQ UeSUeVeQWV Whe PRVW

UadicaO deSaUWXUeV fURP aQd Ue-eQYiViRQiQg Rf ZhaW had becRPe Whe dRPiQaQW fRUP Rf WaURW iQ

APeUicaQ VRcieW\. IQdeed, aV MaiOOe VXggeVWV, ³RQe Rf Whe PRUe VigQificaQW eYROXWiRQaU\ chaQgeV

WR TaURW aV a UeVXOW Rf iWV µAPeUicaQi]aWiRQ¶ iV WhaW iWV SOace iQ Whe SRSXOaU cXOWXUe haV becRPe

PXch PRUe UeOeYaQW.´68

IW ZRXOd VeeP Ze aUe iQ Whe PidVW Rf a cUeaWiYe VZeOO Rf WaURW aQd RUacOe caUdV, ZheUe aQ

eQdOeVV QXPbeU Rf iQQRYaWiYe deckV aUe dUiYiQg QeZ Za\V Rf XViQg Whe caUdV aQd QeZ Za\V Rf

XQdeUVWaQdiQg WheiU iPSacW. The IQdie TaURW CROOecWiRQ dePRQVWUaWeV aW OeaVW WhaW PXch. EYeQ P\

RZQ VPaOO cROOecWiRQ Rf WaURW aQd RUacOe deckV (SaUWiaOO\ OiVWed iQ Whe ASSeQdi[) UefOecWV WhiV

SXbOiVhiQg WUeQd: PRVW ZeUe SURdXced RU Ue-UeOeaVed iQ Whe OaVW fifWeeQ \eaUV. The PeaQiQg Rf

WaURW, aQgeO, aQd RUacOe deckV ZiOO cRQWiQXe WR VhifW aORQg ZiWh Whe VRciaO, cXOWXUaO, UeOigiRXV aQd

SROiWicaO cRQWe[WV WhaW Whe deckV aUe Pade aQd XVed ZiWhiQ. NR dRXbW, Whe So Damn Divine Oracle

caQ be XQdeUVWRRd iQ Whe ORQg cXOWXUaO fORZ Rf diYiQaWiRQ aQd Whe iQWeUUeOaWed SUacWiceV Rf WaURW.

68 MaiOOe, The Cards, 68.

67 MaVVachXVeWWV IQVWiWXWe Rf TechQRORg\, IQdie TaURW CROOecWiRQ, MaVVachXVeWWV IQVWiWXWe Rf TechQRORg\, DeSaUWPeQW
Rf DiVWiQcWiYe CROOecWiRQV, CaPbUidge, MaVVachXVeWWV.
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IV. OUacOeV AcURVV CRQWe[W

AV I haYe VhaUed P\ ORYe Rf WaURW ZiWh RWheU SeRSOe²UeadiQg caUdV WRgeWheU aQd WaOkiQg

abRXW Whe deYeORSPeQW Rf P\ deck²I haYe had WR ZUeVWOe ZiWh hRZ I WhiQk caUWRPaQc\, RUacOeV,

aQd diYiQaWiRQ ³ZRUk.´69 IQcideQWaOO\, WhiV SXWV Pe iQ a ORQg OiQe Rf cXUiRXV WhiQkeUV ZhR haYe

YeQWXUed gXeVVeV aQd deVcUibed cRVPRORgieV UeOaWed WR Whe PechaQiVPV aQd fRUceV Rf

diYiQaWiRQ.70 APRQg P\ SeeUV aQd Whe WaURW cRPPXQiW\ I haYe SUacWiced iQ,71 WheUe VeePV WR be

WZR SUiPaU\ VXggeVWiRQV fRU Whe efficac\ Rf Whe caUdV. OQe OiQe Rf UeaVRQiQg gReV WhaW Whe caUdV,

ZheQ SXOOed UaQdRPO\ aQd ZiWh a UiWXaOi]ed iQiWiaWiRQ Rf iQWURVSecWiRQ, aUe QRWhiQg VXSeUQaWXUaO,

RQO\ a VeW Rf iPageV WR SURPSW RQe¶V acWiYe PeaQiQg PakiQg. ThiV cRXOd be VeeQ aV hXPaQiVWic,

SeUhaSV eYeQ diVeQchaQWed, iQ WhaW Whe ³diYiQe´ aVSecWV Rf diYiQaWiRQ aUe eQWiUeO\ cRQceQWUaWed

iQWR Whe hXPaQ abiOiW\ WR RbVeUYe V\PbROV aQd e[WUacW WheiU PeaQiQg. TheUe iV aQRWheU OiQe Rf

UeaVRQiQg WhaW cRXOd be VXPPed XS aV ³Whe caUdV kQRZ,´ WhaW iV, WhaW WheUe aUe fRUceV aW ZRUk ³iQ

Whe XQiYeUVe´ WhaW OeQd Whe caUdV aQ abiOiW\ WR SeQeWUaWe iQWR a TXeVWiRQ aQd SURYide a fRcXVed

aQVZeU. BXW I ZaV QeYeU VaWiVfied b\ eiWheU aSSURach. OQe ZaV WRR deYRid Rf Pagic, Whe RWheU WRR

UeOiaQW RQ RXWVide fRUceV. I aP fiQdiQg eTXaQiPiW\ iQ P\ aPbiYaOeQce.

The ZRUd ³RUacOe´ iV PRUe QRYeO WhaQ QeceVVaU\ iQ Whe UeOigiRXV OaQdVcaSe Rf WZeQW\-fiUVW

ceQWXU\ APeUica. ThRXgh I haYe QRW beeQ abOe WR ideQWif\ Whe hiVWRUicaO PRPeQW ZheQ ³RUacOe

caUdV,´ aV a bUaQch Rf WaURW, caPe iQWR XVe aPRQg WaURW eQWhXViaVWV aQd SURfeVViRQaOV, I haYe

chRVeQ WR Wake VeUiRXVO\ WhiV cOaVVificaWiRQ Rf WheVe W\SeV Rf deckV; UaWheU WhaQ cRQVideU Whe

71 ThiV VhifWiQg gURXS Rf RUacXOaU VSiUiWXaO cRPSaQiRQV haV OaUgeO\ beeQ Pade XS Rf PiOOeQQiaOV; TXeeU fROkV;
UeOigiRXV ³QRQeV,´ SeRSOe ZiWh PXOWiSOe UeOigiRXV beORQgiQg, aQd SeRSOe ZiWh UeOigiRXV WUaXPa; aQd YaUiRXV W\SeV Rf
acWiYiVWV, aUWiVWV, aQd SXbOic VeUYaQWV.

70 ³AOUead\ iQ Whe Pid-fifWh ceQWXU\ [BCE], [GUeek aQd RRPaQ] iQWeOOecWXaOV debaWed ZheWheU diYiQaWiRQ ZRUked RU
QRW«aQd aV Whe ceQWXUieV UROOed RQ, Whe\ cRPSRVed QXPeURXV WUeaWieV WhaW WRRk RQ Whe TXeVWiRQV Rf ZheWheU iW
ZRUked, hRZ iW ZRUked aQd Zh\ Whe gRdV (RU ZhaWeYeU) had eVWabOiVhed iW.´ SaUah IOeV JRhQVWRQ, Ancient Greek
Divination (WeVW SXVVe[: WiOe\-BOackZeOO, 2008), 4.

69 ThiV iV a ceQWUaO TXeVWiRQ fRU SUacWiWiRQeUV aV ZeOO aV VchROaUV. FRU a VeePiQgO\ RbOigaWRU\ diVcXVViRQ Rf hRZ WaURW
³ZRUkV´ b\ eiWheU VXSeUQaWXUaO iQWeUYeQWiRQ RU ViPSOe SV\chRORgicaO VWiPXOaWiRQ, Vee MaiOOe, The Cards, 8-9.
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deVcUiSWRU aV ³jXVW aQRWheU ZRUd fRU WaURW caUdV,´ I aP iQWeUeVWed WR kQRZ if WheiU VSecificaOO\

³RUacXOaU´ TXaOiWieV caQ iOOXPiQaWe Whe VSiUiWXaO WRSRgUaSh\ Rf PRdeUQ, caUe-baVed caUWRPaQc\.

AV SaUah IOeV JRhQVWRQ ZUiWeV, ³diYiQaWiRQ iV heUe, aQd fRU ZhaWeYeU UeaVRQ, aV a cXOWXUe Ze

[cRQWePSRUaU\ APeUicaQV] Wake VRPe WURXbOe WR Pake Whe ViPSOeU fRUPV Rf iW UeadiO\ aYaiOabOe.´72

I ZRXOd e[WeQd WhiV WR RUacOe caUdV, Zhich cRQWiQXe WR be SURdXced ZiWh aVWRQiVhiQg YaUieW\.

AV aQ RXWOiQe fRU ZhaW iV WR cRPe, I fiUVW diVcXVV Whe RUacXOaU RXWORRkV Rf WZR iQfOXeQWiaO

figXUeV iQ PRdeUQ eVRWeUic WhRXghW: A.E. WaiWe, cUeaWRU Rf Whe PRVW SRSXOaU WaURW deck iQ Whe

UQiWed SWaWeV, aQd DaQe RXdh\aU, a WZeQWieWh-ceQWXU\ hXPaQiVWic aVWURORgeU ZhR heOSed

SRSXOaUi]e Whe SabiaQ S\PbROV chaQQeOed b\ EOVie WheeOeU.73 FURP WheUe, I e[SORUe Whe QRWiRQ Rf

RUacOeV iQ Whe aQcieQW MediWeUUaQeaQ. WhaW becRPeV cOeaU iV WhaW RUacOeV, Oike WaURW, haYe fiOOed a

YaUieW\ Rf UeOigiRXV, cXOWXUaO aQd SROiWicaO QeedV, deSeQdiQg RQ WheiU cRQWe[WV; Whe\ caQ be a fiOWeU

Rf WheiVWic diYiQiWieV, aV iQ aQcieQW GUeece, RU Whe\ caQ be a WRRO b\ Zhich VePi-UaWiRQaO SURceVVeV

Rf PeaQiQg PakiQg aUe XQdeUWakeQ. B\ Whe eQd Rf WhiV VecWiRQ, I XVe WheVe VRXUceV WR aUWicXOaWe

P\ RZQ ³RUacXOaU cRQVciRXVQeVV.´ I dR QRW VXggeVW WhiV fUaPeZRUk fRU hRZ RUacOeV ZRUk iQ aQ\

XQiYeUVaO VeQVe; UaWheU, b\ e[caYaWiQg Whe hiVWRU\ Rf RUacOeV, I caQ beWWeU XQdeUVWaQd Whe

³RUacXOaU´ SRVVibiOiWieV Rf bRWh Whe So Damn Divine Oracle deck aQd Whe SUacWice Rf VSiUiWXaO caUe

iQ P\ fXWXUe PiQiVWU\. EYeQ ZhiOe WUiaQgXOaWiQg P\ RUacXOaU cRQVciRXVQeVV ZiWh WheVe cRQWe[WV, I

UeWXUQ WR Whe QRWiRQV Rf ³VhaUed ZiVdRP,´ iQWeUbeiQg, aQd UadicaO cRQQecWiYiW\ aV Whe fRXQdaWiRQV

Rf WhiV deck.

73 IW iV UegUeWWabOe WhaW WheUe iV QR VchROaUVhiS RQ WheeOeU. IQ facW, Whe PRVW deWaiOed accRXQW Rf heU Oife I haYe fRXQd,
beVideV aQ RbiWXaU\, iV a YRXTXbe YideR b\ aQ aVWURORgeU ZhR XVeV SabiaQ S\PbROV aQd haV SUiYaWeO\ fXQded
UeVeaUch iQWR WheeOeU¶V Oife. (See L\Qda HiOO, ³The SabiaQ S\PbROV: EOVie WheeOeU'V BiUWhda\ SeSW 2015.´ YRXTXbe.
SeSWePbeU 4, 2016). ThiV VSeakV WR Whe PaUgiQaOi]aWiRQ Rf ZRPeQ fURP RccXOW aQd eVRWeUic hiVWRU\; iQdeed, MaUc
EdPXQd JRQeV RQO\ ZRUked ZiWh WheeOeU RQ Whe chaQQeOiQg Rf Whe V\PbROV aQd QRW iQ Whe iQWeUURgaWiRQ Rf Whe
V\PbROV RYeU VXbVeTXeQW decadeV. SiQce I dR QRW haYe eaV\ acceVV WR ZUiWiQgV Rf Whe ZRPeQ ZhR aUe PRVW
iQfOXeQWiaO WR P\ cUeaWiYe SUacWice (WheeOeU, ReifVQ\deU, aQd, WR a OeVVeU e[WeQW, CROPaQ SPiWh), I haYe WXUQed WR
figXUeV ZhR RSeUaWed iQ a ViPiOaU PiOieX aQd OefW a SXbOiVhed UecRUd Rf WheiU XQdeUVWaQdiQg Rf RUacOeV.

72 JRhQVWRQ, Ancient Greek Divination, 3.
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ESOTERICISM

I begiQ ZiWh WaiWe becaXVe he ZaV a YiWaO OiQk iQ Whe WUaQVPiVViRQ Rf WaURW iQWR Whe

EQgOiVh-VSeakiQg ZRUOd. WhiOe CROPaQ SPiWh SaiQWed Whe iPageV Rf WheiU VePiQaO deck, WaiWe

ZURWe Whe accRPSaQ\iQg We[W Rf Whe caUdV. HiV Pictorial Key of the Tarot SURYideV QRW RQO\

iQdiYidXaO PeaQiQgV bXW aOVR aQ RYeUaOO iQWeUSUeWiYe fUaPeZRUk. TaURW iV ZhaW he iV PRVW

UePePbeUed fRU, bXW hiV VSiUiWXaO Oife ZaV YaVW aQd YaUied. WaiWe SUacWiced aOcheP\ aQd fRUPV Rf

high Pagic aV WaXghW iQ Whe GROdeQ DaZQ, WechQiTXeV aiPed aW WUaQVceQdeQW VWaWeV aQd VSiUiWXaO

WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ. GiYeQ WhiV, Ze caQ e[aPiQe hiV ZRUk be\RQd WaURW fRU QRWiRQV Rf RUacOeV.

WaiWe XQdeUVWRRd RUacOeV WR be RQO\ RQe fRUP Rf diYiQaWiRQ. HiV Manual of Cartomancy

and Occult Divination iV a hRdgeSRdge Rf SUacWiceV, iQcOXdiQg YaUiRXV ³RUacOeV.´ The PRVW

SURPiQeQW iV Whe ³OUacOe Rf HXPaQ DeVWiQ\.´ OQe aUUiYed aW aQ aQVZeU iQ OUacOe Rf HXPaQ

DeVWiQ\ QRW b\ ORWV bXW WhURXgh a V\VWePaWi]ed WabXOaWiRQ Rf kQRZQ facWV; QXPeUicaO YaOXeV aUe

aVVigQed WR facWRUV VXch aV Whe OeWWeU Rf Whe SeUVRQ¶V QaPe aV ZeOO aV Whe da\ Rf Whe Zeek. Added

WRgeWheU aQd diYided SURSeUO\, WhiV eTXaWiRQ SRiQWV WR a SaUWicXOaU SUe-ZUiWWeQ aQVZeU iQ Whe

RUacOe. IQ WhaW Za\, Whe RUacOe fXQcWiRQed becaXVe Rf a degUee Rf UaWiRQaOiW\: aQVZeUV fROORZed a

V\VWeP, QRW iQWXiWiRQ. ThiV iV PRUe RbYiRXV ZheQ cRPSaUed WR aQRWheU ³RUacOe´ iQ Whe VaPe bRRk,

³AQ UQiYeUVaO OUacOe, GiYeQ AQVZeUV WR AOO QXeVWiRQV.´ ThiV diYiQaWRU\ WRRO iV aOVR a ZUiWWeQ

RUacOe, e[ceSW iQ WhiV SURceVV bRWh Whe TXeVWiRQV aQd aQVZeUV aUe PeaQW WR be ZUiWWeQ RQ caUdV aQd

WheQ dUaZQ aW UaQdRP (a SURcedXUe PRUe ViPiOaU WR PRdeUQ WaURW). He ZUiWeV WhaW WhiV VW\Oe Rf

RUacOe iV ³QRW aQ RccXOW SURceVV´ aQd iV PeaQW PRUe fRU ³diYeUViRQ´ WhaQ ³diYiQaWiRQ.´74 IW iV

VWUikiQg WhaW, giYeQ Whe cXUUeQW SRSXOaUiW\ Rf WaURW aQd Whe icRQic VWaWXV Rf hiV deck, caUd-baVed

UaQdRPQeVV ZaV a TXaOiW\ WhaW VWUiSSed a SUacWice Rf iWV SRVVibiOiW\ fRU VSiUiWXaO WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ.

74 A. E. WaiWe, Manual of Cartomancy and Occult Divination (WhiWefiVh, MT: KeVViQgeU PXbOiVhiQg, 1995), 119.
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The hXPaQiVWic aVWURORgeU RXdh\aU iV aQRWheU PeaQiQgfXO VRXUce Rf ³RUacXOaU´ WhRXghW,

eVSeciaOO\ becaXVe, aV aQ APeUicaQ ZhR died RQO\ a feZ decadeV agR, he iV cORVeU WR P\ RZQ

cRQWe[W WhaQ iV WaiWe. IW ZaV WhURXgh Whe SabiaQ S\PbROV WhaW I eQcRXQWeUed hiV WheRU\ Rf

RUacXOaU efficac\. WheQ Whe SabiaQ S\PbROV ZeUe chaQQeOed, VWXdied aQd WaXghW WR VWXdeQWV Rf

eVRWeUiciVP iQ Whe eaUO\ WZeQWieWh ceQWXU\, Whe\ ZeUe SaUW Rf WhaW RccXOWiVW XUge WR eQWZiQe

PXOWiSOe Za\V Rf kQRZiQg: aVWURORg\, diYiQaWiRQ, SSiUiWXaOiVP, aQd chaQQeOiQg. RXdh\aU, ZUiWiQg

iQ Whe OaWe-PiddOe Rf Whe ceQWXU\, WRRk WhiV XUge eYeQ fXUWheU b\ V\QWheVi]iQg Whe SabiaQ S\PbROV

ZiWh Whe ChiQeVe diYiQaWRU\ SUacWice Rf I ChiQg. Ke\ fRU RXdh\aU¶V cRQceSWiRQ Rf aQ RUacOe ZaV

Whe SURceVV Rf PakiQg PeaQiQg. He ZUiWeV WhaW ³WR e[SeUieQce eYeQWV iV RQe WhiQg; WR UeOeaVe fURP

WheP YiWaO aQd cUeaWiYe PeaQiQgV iV aQRWheU. WhaW cRXQWV, VSiUiWXaOO\ VSeakiQg, iV Whe harvest of

meanings a SeUVRQ iV abOe WR gaWheU fURP WheVe PaQ\ aQd YaUied e[SeUieQceV.´75 S\PbROV heOS

SeRSOe dR WhiV ZRUk Rf cRPiQg WR ³Vee each SeUVRQaO eYeQW aV a fRcaOi]ed aQd SaUWicXOaUi]ed

PaQifeVWaWiRQ Rf RQe ShaVe Rf Whe ZhROe cRVPic SURceVV Rf e[iVWeQce.´76 RXdh\aU XQdeUVWaQdV

WhiV SURceVV Rf SeUVRQaO PeaQiQg PakiQg ZiWh V\PbROV aV aQ RUacXOaU eYeQW. ³AW Whe SUeciVe

PRPeQW ZheQ [a SeUVRQ] aVkV a TXeVWiRQ fURP Whe RUacOe, Whe eQWiUe XQiYeUVe cRPeV dRZQ, aV iW

ZeUe, WR giYe hiP Whe QeceVVaU\ aQVZeU.´77 ThiV iV aQ iQWXiWiYe SUacWice Rf RUacXOaU cRQVXOWaWiRQ.

HRZeYeU, RXdh\aU ZaV QRW diVViPiOaU fURP WaiWe iQ WhaW he aOVR iQViVWed RQ a ceUWaiQ TXaOiW\ Rf

UaWiRQaOi]aWiRQ fRU a VeW Rf V\PbROV WR be PRUe WhaQ PeUe cXUiRViW\. He ZUiWeV, ³no cyclic series of

symbols can be considered significant which does not reveal some definite kind of internal

structuring, however interesting and apt isolated symbols may be.´78 We caQ XQdeUVWaQd

RXdh\aU, ZUiWiQg fURP ZiWhiQ Whe NeZ Age,79 aV SURYidiQg a WUaQVfeUeQce Rf aQ RUacXOaU

79 ³µNeZ Age¶ ZaV RUigiQaOO\ a bX]]ZRUd WhaW achieYed ZideVSUead SRSXOaUiW\ iQ EXURSe aQd Whe UQiWed SWaWeV
dXUiQg Whe 1980V. IW UefeUUed WR a Zide aUUa\ Rf VSiUiWXaO SUacWiceV aQd beOiefV SeUceiYed aV µaOWeUQaWiYe¶ fURP Whe

78 RXdh\aU, Astrological Mandala, 16, RUigiQaO ePShaViV.
77 RXdh\aU, Astrological Mandala, 23.
76 RXdh\aU, Astrological Mandala, 23-4.
75 RXdh\aU, Astrological Mandala, 14-5, RUigiQaO ePShaViV.
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cRQVciRXVQeVV, RQe WhaW iV fRcXVed RQ PakiQg PeaQiQg Rf Whe hXPaQ e[SeUieQce aQd WhaW iV a

³YaVW V\QWheViV´ Rf diffeUeQW VWUaQdV Rf VSiUiWXaO, eVRWeUic, aQd cURVV-cXOWXUaO WhRXghW aQd SUacWice.

ANCIENT GREECE

OXWVide Rf ³RUacOe caUdV´ aQd Whe ³OUacOe´ chaUacWeU fURP The Matrix, Whe RQO\ RUacOe I

cRXOd iPagiQe befRUe XQdeUWakiQg WhiV UeVeaUch ZaV a ViPSOified iPage Rf Whe RUacOe aW DeOShi,

Zhich I SicWXUed aV a \RXQg ZRPaQ bUeaWhiQg iQ YaSRUV aQd deOiYeUiQg diYiQe PeVVageV. I ZaV

QRW aORQe iQ WhiV. DaYid AXQe QRWeV WhaW iQ Whe WeVWeUQ cRQWe[W, Whe PeaQiQg Rf Whe ZRUd ³RUacOe´

haV beeQ defiQed b\ ³WUadiWiRQaO SeUceSWiRQV´ Rf GUeek RUacOeV, eVSeciaOO\ WhaW aW DeOShi.80 YeW

RUacOeV, aV a W\Se Rf diYiQaWiRQ, ZeUe iQcUedibO\ iPSRUWaQW aQd diYeUVe iQ SaUWV Rf Whe aQcieQW

ZRUOd. MichaeO FORZeU ZUiWeV, ³DiYiQaWiRQ ZaV a PajRU V\VWeP Rf kQRZOedge aQd beOief fRU Whe

GUeekV aQd ZaV SUacWiced iQ UegaUd WR eYeU\ VRUW Rf iPSRUWaQW TXeVWiRQ.´81 IW VeePV haUd WR

RYeUVWaWe jXVW hRZ iPSRUWaQW diYiQaWiRQ ZaV iQ Whe OiYeV Rf aQcieQW GUeekV. IQdeed, SaUah IOeV

JRhQVWRQ ZUiWeV WhaW, ³iW¶V OikeO\ iQ OaWe aQWiTXiW\, PRVW SeRSOe SUacWiced RU ZiWQeVVed VRPe fRUP

Rf diYiQaWiRQ aW OeaVW RQce eYeU\ feZ da\V.´82 WiWh WhiV SURjecW, I haYe UeVeaUched RUacXOaU

SheQRPeQa iQ aQcieQW GUeece WR iQWeUURgaWe aQ\ iQheUiWed aUcheW\SaO iPageV Rf RUacOeV aQd

XQdeUVWaQd WheiU acWXaO UROe iQ WheiU RZQ cRQWe[W.

OUacOeV ZeUe aQ e[cOXViYe PePbeU Rf Whe OaUgeU faPiO\ Rf diYiQaWiRQ, Zhich, bURadO\, iV

³Whe aUW RU VcieQce Rf iQWeUSUeWiQg V\PbROV XQdeUVWRRd aV PeVVageV fURP Whe gRdV.´83 MRUe

cRPPRQ W\SeV Rf diYiQaWiRQ ZeUe Whe caVWiQg Rf ORWV (gaPeV Rf chaQce) aQd haUXVSic\ (Whe

UeadiQg Rf eQWUaiOV, eVSeciaOO\ OiYeUV). OUacOeV ZeUe geQeUaOO\ XQdeUVWRRd WR be bRWh Whe PeVVage

83 AXQe, ³OUacOeV,´ 6831.

82 JRhQVWRQ, Ancient Greek Divination, 3. MaQ\ XVeUV Rf WaURW aQd RUacOe caUdV haYe a daiO\, RU aW OeaVW UegXOaU,
SUacWice WhaW PaWcheV Whe fUeTXeQc\ Rf WheVe aQcieQW WUeQdV.

81 MichaeO FORZeU, The Seer in Ancient Greece (BeUkeOe\: UQiYeUViW\ Rf CaOifRUQia PUeVV, 2008), 2.
80 DaYid AXQe, ³OUacOeV´ iQ Encyclopedia of Religion (DeWURiW, MI: MacPiOOaQ RefeUeQce USA, 2005), 6831.

SeUVSecWiYe Rf PaiQVWUeaP WeVWeUQ VRcieW\.´ NeZ Age iQWeUeVWV iQcOXded aQcieQW PeWaSh\VicV, QiQeWeeQWh ceQWXU\
eVRWeUiciVP, NeZ ThRXghW aQd UFOV. See  WRXWeU J. HaQegUaaff, ³NeZ Age MRYePeQW´ iQ Encyclopedia of
Religion (DeWURiW, MI: MacPiOOaQ RefeUeQce USA, 2005), 6495-6500.
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iWVeOf aQd Whe YeQXe, WhaW iV, Whe SURQRXQcePeQW aQd Whe VSecific SOace ZheUe WheVe

SURQRXQcePeQWV ZeUe deOiYeUed. OfWeQ, WheVe ZeUe ViWeV Rf SiOgUiPage aV ZeOO aV SROiWicaO SRPS

aQd ciUcXPVWaQce.84 IQ EQgOiVh, ³RUacOe´ caQ aOVR UefeU WR Whe SeUVRQ giYiQg Whe SURQRXQcePeQW,

VXch aV Whe chaUacWeU iQ The Matrix RU WhaW cRPPRQ PeQWaO iPage Rf Whe eQWUaQced \RXQg ZRPaQ

aW DeOShi. YeW RUacXOaU ceQWeUV ZeUe difficXOW WR Ueach aQd WheUefRUe UeOigiRXVO\ eOiWe; aV FORZeU

QRWeV, ³Whe iQdiYidXaO ZhR faced aQ XQe[SecWed deciViRQ RU Whe cRPPaQdeU iQ Whe fieOd ZhR

ZaQWed WR kQRZ ZheWheU iW ZaV a gRRd da\ WR fighW Qeeded a PRUe iPPediaWe acceVV WR diYiQe

kQRZOedge aQd gXidaQce WhaQ RUacXOaU cRQVXOWaWiRQ cRXOd SRVVibO\ SURYide.´85

ThRXgh RUacOeV ZeUe XQiWed iQ WheiU SUiYiOeged SRViWiRQ iQ Whe UeOigiRXV OaQdVcaSe Rf Whe

WiPe, RUacOeV ZeUe aOVR TXiWe diYeUVe. AXQe ZUiWeV, ³iQ Whe aQcieQW MediWeUUaQeaQ ZRUOd WhUee

diVWiQcWiYe WechQiTXeV ZeUe XVed aW RUacXOaU VhUiQeV WR VecXUe WhUee kiQdV Rf RUacOeV: Whe ORW

RUacOe, Whe iQcXbaWiRQ (RU dUeaP) RUacOe, aQd Whe iQVSiUed RUacOe.´86 LRW RUacOeV aUe WhRVe WhaW XVe

VRPe WechQRORg\ Rf UaQdRPQeVV WR UeVSRQd WR a TXeVWiRQ. A baVic QRWiRQ ZaV WhaW a ORW RUacOe

e[SUeVVed Whe ZiOO Rf Whe gRdV, RU WhaW iW ³RccaViRQV iQVighW iQWR Whe cRXUVe Rf eYeQWV b\ SURYidiQg

a cOXe WR aQ aVSecW Rf WhaW iQWeUUeOaWed chaiQ Rf eYeQWV WhaW cRQVWiWXWeV Whe cRVPic haUPRQ\.´87 The

ORW-W\Se RUacOe aW Whe VhUiQe Rf HeUakOeV BXUaikRV XVed a fRUP Rf diYiQaWiRQ caOOed

aVWUagaORPaQc\, RU kQXckOebRQe diYiQaWiRQ; bRQeV ZiWh a QXPbeU ZUiWWeQ RQ WheP ZeUe WRVVed

aQd Whe UeVXOWiQg digiW ZRXOd cRUUeVSRQded WR a SUeYiRXVO\ chaQQeOed SURQRXQcePeQW WhaW had

beeQ iQVcUibed RQ Whe ZaOO Rf Whe VaQcWXaU\. B\ cRQWUaVW, dUeaP RUacOeV aUe WhRVe VXch aV aW

aQcieQW AVkOeSieia; Whe SiOgUiP (ZhR had VRPe aiOPeQW fRU Zhich Whe\ ZeUe VeekiQg UeOief) ZRXOd

87 AXQe, ³OUacOeV,´ 6832.
86 AXQe, ³OUacOeV,´ 6832.
85 FORZeU, Seer in Ancient Greece, 2.

84 ³A cRPPRQ PRWiYaWiRQ fRU SiOgUiPage, aW aOO SeUiRdV Rf cOaVVicaO aQWiTXiW\, ZaV Whe cRQVXOWiQg Rf RUacOeV, UaQgiQg
fURP PajRU VhUiQeV VXch aV DeOShi, DRdRQa aQd Whe RUacOe Rf APPRQ aW Whe SiZa OaViV iQ Lib\a WR QXPeURXV
RUacOeV ZiWh a QaUURZeU, UegiRQaO aSSeaO.´ See JaĞ EOVQeU aQd IaQ RXWheUfRUd, Pilgrimage in Graeco-Roman and
Early Christian Antiquity: Seeing the Gods (O[fRUd: O[fRUd UQiYeUViW\ PUeVV, 2005), 12-15.
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jRXUQe\ WR a diVWaQW VaQcWXaU\, XQdeUgR a UiWXaO SXUificaWiRQ, aQd WheQ dUeaP iQ hRSeV Rf PeeWiQg

Whe gRd AVkOeSiRV aQd beiQg heaOed Rf WheiU aiOPeQW.88 MeaQiQgfXO dUeaPV aQd RUacXOaU

SURQRXQcePeQWV ZeUe QRW VR diVViPiOaU, aV heaOiQg dUeaPV aOVR cRQceUQ a SeUVRQ¶V fXWXUe b\

eiWheU Whe UeOief, WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ, RU cRQWiQXaQce Rf WheiU iOOQeVV.

IQVSiUed RUacOeV ZeUe ORcaOiWieV ZheUe gRdV, eVSeciaOO\ ASROOR, ZeUe WhRXghW WR VSeak

WhURXgh a ³cXOW fXQcWiRQaU\,´ ZhR Ze PighW aOVR caOO a chaQQeO, PediXP RU iQWXiWiYe. TheVe

fXQcWiRQaUieV, ZhiOe iQ aQ aOWeUed VWaWe Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV, ZRXOd giYe SURQRXQcePeQWV iQ Whe gRd¶V

QaPe. The Vib\OV aUe aQ aUcheW\SaO e[aPSOe Rf WhiV RUacXOaU WUaQce VWaWe.89 SRPe aQcieQW ZUiWeUV,

VXch aV POXWaUch, XQdeUVWRRd Whe RUacOeV WR ZRUk becaXVe Rf a QeWZRUk Rf ceOeVWiaO PeVVeQgeUV

kQRZQ aV daimones (aOVR UefeUUed WR aV ³PiQiVWeUV Rf Whe gRdV,´90 aV ZeOO aV ³RYeUVeeUV,

ZaWchPeQ aQd gXaUdiaQV Rf WhiV WePSeUed [ecVWaWic RU eQWhXVed] cRQVWiWXWiRQ´91). TheVe

PiddOe-VSiUiWV, VRPeZheUe beWZeeQ gRdV aQd hXPaQV, acWed aOPRVW aV a gUid Rf VacUed SRZeU;

Whe\ eQOiYeQed VSecific RUacXOaU ViWeV aQd WheiU SUieVWV, VXch aV aW DeOShi, ZiWh a ³SURSheWic

cXUUeQW´ WhaW ZaV ³PRVW diYiQe aQd hRO\.´92 AV ZiWh RWheU W\SeV Rf RUacOeV, a UiWXaOi]ed SURcedXUe

SUiRU WR aVkiQg a TXeVWiRQ²a SXUif\iQg baWh aQd Whe RffeUiQg Rf a VacUifice²ZaV e[SecWed. The

SURQRXQcePeQW Pa\ be cOeaU aQd VWUaighWfRUZaUd, RU eQigPaWic aQd iQ Qeed Rf iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ. If iW

ZaV Whe OaWWeU caVe, iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ ZaV SURYided b\ a WePSOe SUieVW RU a fUeeOaQce exƝgƝtai

(³e[SRXQdeUV´), ZhR VWaWiRQed WhePVeOYeV RXWVide Whe WePSOe aQd SURYided WhiV iQWeUSUeWiYe

92 POXWaUch, ³The ObVROeVceQce Rf OUacOeV,´ 469.
91 POXWaUch, ³The ObVROeVceQce Rf OUacOeV,´ 493.

90 POXWaUch, ³The ObVROeVceQce Rf OUacOeV´ iQ Moralia, Volume V. TUaQV. b\ FUaQk CROe BabbiWW. LReb COaVVicaO
LibUaU\ 306. (CaPbUidge, MA: HaUYaUd UQiYeUViW\ PUeVV, 1936), 399.

89 TUaQce VWaWeV (aOVR caOOed fORZ VWaWeV, aOWeUed VWaWeV Rf cRQVciRXVQeVV, ecVWaV\, RU eYeQ ³cROOecWiYe effeUYeVceQce´)
aUe a ZideVSUead UeOigiRXV SheQRPeQRQ. See MihaO\ CVikV]eQWPihaO\i, ³FORZ E[SeUieQce´ iQ Encyclopedia of
Religion (DeWURiW, MI: MacPiOOaQ RefeUeQce USA, 2005), 3138-3139.

88 KiPbeUOe\ C. PaWWRQ, ³AQcieQW AVkOeSieia: IQVWiWXWiRQaO IQcXbaWiRQ aQd Whe HRSe Rf HeaOiQg´ iQ Imagination &
Medicine: The Future of Healing in an Age of Neuroscience, ed. SWeSheQ Ai]eQVWaW aQd RRbeUW BRVQak (NeZ
OUOeaQV, LA: SSUiQg JRXUQaO, 2009).
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VeUYice fRU a fee.93 IQ WhiV Za\, RUacOeV aQd RUacXOaU ceQWeUV caQ be XQdeUVWRRd aV a SaUWicXOaU

PaQifeVWaWiRQ Rf Whe diYiQaWRU\ aUWV, Zhich ZeUe VXSSRUWed b\ a caVW Rf chaUacWeUV ZiWh YaUiRXV

degUeeV Rf iQVWiWXWiRQaO iQYeVWPeQW aQd VSiUiWXaO aXWhRUiW\. The diffeUeQW OeYeOV Rf cXOWXUaO

aXWhRUi]aWiRQ ZeUe Wied WR effRUWV WR diVWiQgXiVh aQd cOaVVif\ RUacOeV aQd Whe diYiQaWRU\ eVVeQce

WhaW ePSRZeUed WheP. FRU e[aPSOe, JRhQVWRQ QRWeV WhaW VRPe aQcieQW aXWhRUV diYided diYiQaWiRQ

beWZeeQ ³QaWXUaO´ (³XQWechQicaO´ RU ³XQOeaUQed,´ VXch aV iQ WUaQce RU dUeaPV) aQd ³aUWificiaO´

(³WechQicaO´ RU ³OeaUQed,´ VXch aV aVWURORg\ RU UeadiQg OiYeUV).94 FXUWheUPRUe, POaWR (fifWh ceQWXU\

BCE) aQd CiceUR (fiUVW ceQWXU\ BCE) ZeUe WZR Rf Whe ZUiWeUV ZhR VXggeVWed WhaW RUacOeV ZeUe

aVVRciaWed ZiWh a VSecific gRd (e.g., Whe RUacOe aW DeOShi ZaV aVVRciaWed ZiWh ASROOR, ZhiOe Whe

RUacOe aW DRdRQa ZiWh ZeXV). AXQe cOaiPV WhaW RUacOeV, becaXVe Rf WheiU QeceVVaUiO\ OiQgXiVWic

chaUacWeU, VXggeVW a beOief iQ aQ aQWhURSRPRUShic VXSeUQaWXUaO beiQg ZhR ZaV Whe VRXUce Rf Whe

SURQRXQcePeQW.95 SWiOO, Whe diVWiQcWiRQ ZiWhiQ aQd beWZeeQ diYiQaWiRQ aQd RUacOeV ZaV ha]\.

I ZRXOd Oike WR bUiefO\ VhifW fRcXV aZa\ fURP RUacOeV, aV a SaUWicXOaU caWegRU\ Rf

diYiQaWRU\ WechQRORgieV, aQd WRZaUd aQRWheU SiYRWaO UeOigiRXV figXUe, Whe VeeU. WheUeaV RUacOeV

ZeUe e[cOXViYe, Whe VeeU ZaV PRUe ZideO\ aYaiOabOe WR cRPPRQ SeRSOe. The SUacWiWiRQeUV Rf WhiV

VSeciaOi]ed cUafW ZeUe SeRSOe kQRZQ aV Whe manteis, ZhR had ePeUged iQ Whe GUeek

cRQVciRXVQeVV aV eaUO\ aV HRPeU.96 FORZeU ZUiWeV WhaW Whe PRVW VXcceVVfXO Rf WheVe VROiWaU\ VeeUV

³ZeUe ZhaW WaOWeU BXUkeUW haV caOOed µPigUaQW chaUiVPaWic VSeciaOiVWV¶... µPigUaQW¶ becaXVe Whe\

WUaYeOed WhURXghRXW Whe GUeek ZRUOd fURP SRXWh IWaO\ WR AVia MiQRU, µVSeciaOiVWV¶ becaXVe Rf

WheiU cOaiP WR aUcaQe kQRZOedge, aQd µchaUiVPaWic¶ becaXVe Rf WheiU abiOiW\ WR iQVSiUe cRQfideQce

iQ WheiU e[WUaRUdiQaU\ WaOeQWV aQd becaXVe Rf WheiU VeOf-cRQVciRXV aZaUeQeVV Rf WheiU VSeciaO

96 FORZeU, Seer in Ancient Greece, 2, 22-23. Mantis iV aOVR WUaQVOaWed aV ³SURSheW,´ ³diYiQeU,´ ³VRRWh- Va\eU.´

95 OUacOeV ZeUe diVWiQgXiVhed fURP SURShec\²aOVR a YeUbaO, diYiQe SURQRXQcePeQW²iQ WhaW SURShec\ ZaV
³XQVROiciWed YeUbaO UeYeOaWiRQV PeaQW WR igQiWe VRciaO chaQge´ UaWheU WhaQ a PeVVage iQ UeVSRQVe WR a TXeVWiRQ. AXQe,
³OUacOeV,´ 6831-2.

94 JRhQVWRQ, Ancient Greek Divination, 9.
93 AXQe, ³OUacOeV,´ 6836.
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UeOaWiRQVhiS ZiWh VXSeUQaWXUaO SRZeUV.´97 The VeeU, WhRXgh a VSeciaOiVW, ZaV e[WeQViYeO\

kQRZOedgeabOe aQd YaOXabOe fRU iW,

IQ Whe GUeek ZRUOd a VeeU, ZhR RSeUaWed b\ a cRPbiQaWiRQ Rf VkiOO aQd chaUiVPaWic
iQVSiUaWiRQ, ZaV Whe PRVW aXWhRUiWaWiYe e[SeUW RQ UeOigiRXV PaWWeUV...TheiU
cRPSeWeQce ZaV e[ceSWiRQaOO\ bURad, eQcRPSaVViQg aOO Rf Whe YaUiRXV fRUPV Rf
diYiQaWiRQ WhaW aUe fRXQd iQ RXU OiWeUaU\ VRXUceV. TheVe PeWhRdV iQcOXde Whe
iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ Rf Whe PRYePeQWV, behaYiRU, aQd cUieV Rf biUdV (aXgXU\) aQd Whe
iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ Rf dUeaPV aQd Rf SRUWeQWV (VXch aV OighWQiQg, WhXQdeU, eaUWhTXakeV,
ecOiSVeV, aQd aQ\ XQXVXaO RccXUUeQceV).98

IQdeed, Whe VeeU ZaV aOVR iQYROYed ZiWh PaWWeUV Rf heaOiQg aQd SXUificaWiRQ, UeOaWed bXW VeSaUaWe

SheQRPeQa fURP diYiQaWiRQ.99 ThRXgh WheUe ZeUe RWheU diYiQaWRU\ SUacWiWiRQeUV iQ Whe aQcieQW

GUeek ZRUOd, VXch aV Whe chrƝsmologoi (RUacOe cROOecWRUV RU chaQWeUV) RU bakchides (eQWUaQced

PaOe cXOW fXQcWiRQaUieV, ViPiOaU WR Vib\OV), Whe VeeU heOSV iOOXPiQaWe eYeQ PRUe Rf Whe UeOigiRXV

OaQdVcaSe iQ Zhich diYiQaWiRQ ZaV VR ePbedded iQ eYeU\da\ Oife.

TOWARDS AN ORACULAR CONSCIOUSNESS

HaYiQg VXUYe\ed SeUVSecWiYeV Rf RUacOeV fURP WZR SiYRWaO RccXOWiVWV aQd iQ aQcieQW

GUeece, I aP eQdeaYRUiQg WR XVe WheVe hiVWRUieV WR aUWicXOaWe P\ RZQ ePeUgiQg XQdeUVWaQdiQg Rf

RUacOeV. AV JRhQVWRQ ZUiWeV Rf aQcieQW GUeekV, RUacOeV ³SURPSW[ed] cRQVideUaWiRQ Rf ZhaW

diYiQiW\ iV, e[iVWeQWiaOO\, aQd hRZ iW cRXOd eYeU jRiQ iWVeOf, eYeQ WePSRUaUiO\, WR a feebOe hXPaQ

bRd\.´100 I QR dRXbW dR Whe VaPe. BXW fiUVW I ZaQW WR add a QRWe Rf caXWiRQ. TheUe iV RfWeQ a deViUe

WR ³ORRk back´ aQd WR gURXQd cRQWePSRUaU\ VSiUiWXaO V\VWePV iQ ³aQcieQW´ SUacWiceV aQd

WhRXghW-ZRUOdV aV a Za\ WR OegiWiPi]e WheiU cXUUeQW XVe. SchROaUV D\OaQ M. BXUQV aQd

AOPXW-BaUbaUa ReQgeU ZUiWe WhaW,

ReOigiRXV ideaV aQd iQWeUSUeWiYe V\VWePV cRQVWaQWO\ cOaiP WR beORQg WR aQcieQW WUadiWiRQV
aQd WR deUiYe fURP YeQeUabOe aQd UePRWe aXWhRUV, We[WV aQd cXOWXUeV. GeQeUaOO\, VXch

100 JRhQVWRQ, Ancient Greek Divination, 9.
99 FORZeU, Seer in Ancient Greece, 27.
98 FORZeU, Seer in Ancient Greece, 24.
97 FORZeU, Seer in Ancient Greece, 29.
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caVeV SUeVeQW µcUeaWiYe PiVXQdeUVWaQdiQg¶ WhaW UeiQWeUSUeW aQcieQW YaOXeV, ideaV aQd
aeVWheWic PRdeOV fRU cRQWePSRUaU\ XVe.101

ThRXgh Whe GUecR-RRPaQ ZRUOd iV RfWeQ Whe iQVSiUaWiRQ fRU WheVe PRYeV WR OegiWiPac\, aQcieQW

GUeece ZaV jXVW aV VXVceSWibOe WR iW. BXUQV QRWeV WhaW ³iQYRcaWiRQV Rf hRaU\ aQWiTXiW\ iQ Whe

VeUYice Rf VeOf-aXWhRUi]aWiRQ aUe QRW QeZ eiWheU. AOUead\ iQ aQcieQW cXOWXUeV, Whe SUiQciSOe µROdeU iV

beWWeU¶ ZaV XWiOi]ed iQ VWUaWegieV Rf cOaiPiQg aXWhRUiW\ RU WUXWh.´102 AV VRPeRQe ZhR VeekV WR

SURYide VSiUiWXaO caUe WR SeRSOe WhURXgh P\ So Damn Divine Oracle deck, aQd WR dR VR ZiWh aQ

eWhicaO aQd WhRXghWfXO aSSURach WR P\ cUafW, I ZaQW WR be caUefXO WR Ueach fRU aQWiTXiW\ QRW fRU

OegiWiPi]aWiRQ bXW fRU cRQWe[W. IQdeed, I aP cRPiQg WR XQdeUVWaQd P\VeOf aV a keeSeU aQd

caUeWakeU Rf RUacXOaU OiQeageV. AQd \eW, P\ VSiUiWXaO aXWhRUiW\ PXVW be P\ RZQ, Whe SURdXcW Rf

P\ RZQ gUaSSOiQg ZiWh TXeVWiRQV Rf diYiQiW\, diYiQaWiRQ, aQd Whe SRZeU Rf bUiQgiQg RQe¶V PRVW

XUgeQW VSiUiWXaO TXeVWiRQV WR aQ RUacOe. Like Whe So Damn Divine Oracle deck, WhiV VecWiRQ iV

PakiQg WUXWh cOaiPV WR fXUWheU e[SaQd P\ RZQ RUacXOaU cRQVciRXVQeVV.

M\ ZRUk iV bRWh bURadO\ diYiQaWRU\ aQd SaUWicXOaUO\ RUacXOaU. WheQ I dR a caUd UeadiQg

fRU VRPeRQe, I dR QRW cOaiP WR VXSeUQaWXUaOO\ UeYeaO Whe QaWXUe Rf fXWXUe eYeQWV, RQO\ WR SURYide

iPageV aQd cRQYeUVaWiRQ WhaW caQ iOOXPiQaWe ³cUiWicaO iQfRUPaWiRQ UegaUdiQg Whe fXWXUe RU Whe

XQkQRZQ´ (Rf VeOf-XQdeUVWaQdiQg, VeOf-dRXbW, UeOaWiRQVhiSV, VSiUiWXaO heaOiQg, eWc.).103 ThiV fRUP

Rf diYiQaWiRQ iV QRW ³fRUWXQe WeOOiQg´; \eW Whe ViWXaWiRQ e[SORUed dXUiQg a UeadiQg iV URRWed iQ Whe

SaVW, e[aPiQed iQ Whe SUeVeQW, aQd ceUWaiQO\ haV iPSOicaWiRQV fRU Whe fXWXUe. IQdeed, XViQg AXQe¶V

defiQiWiRQ Rf diYiQaWiRQ aV ViPSO\ cRPiQg WR XQdeUVWaQd Whe ³XQkQRZQ,´ aOO caUd UeadiQgV

accRPSOiVh WhiV ViQce Whe\ UeVSRQd WR Whe YRid Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ, cRQWe[W RU SURceVViQg WhaW iV

UeSUeVeQWed b\ Whe TXeVWiRQ iWVeOf; Whe UeadiQgV aUe PeaQW fRU cRQWePSOaWiRQ aQd diVceUQPeQW.

103 AXQe, ³OUacOeV,´ 6836.
102 BXUQV, New Antiquities, 5.

101 D\OaQ M. BXUQV aQd AOPXW-BaUbaUa ReQgeU, ³IQWURdXcWiRQ´ iQ New Antiquities (BUiVWRO, UK: ETXiQR[ PXbOiVhiQg,
2019), 2.
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ThiV TXaOiW\ iV iQ keeSiQg ZiWh Whe ³diagQRVWic´ (UefOecWiQg aQd deVcUibiQg Whe SURbOeP) UaWheU

WhaQ ³SURgQRVWic´ (fRUeWeOOiQg iWV RXWcRPe) WUadiWiRQ Rf GUeek aQd MeVRSRWaPiaQ diYiQaWiRQ,

Zhich had VigQificaQW RYeUOaS ZiWh aQcieQW PediciQe aQd heaOiQg PRdaOiWieV.104

APRQg Whe TXaOiWieV Rf GUeek RUacOeV WhaW I aP chRRViQg WR caUU\ ZiWh Pe iQWR P\ ZRUk

iV Whe fRXQdaWiRQaO idea WhaW RUacOeV aUe aQ e[SUeVViRQ Rf Whe ³YRice Rf Whe gRd.´ TR be cOeaU, I aP

QRW cOaiPiQg WR be ³Whe RUacOe,´ RU UaWheU, Whe cXOW fXQcWiRQaU\. WheQ I XVe P\ caUdV iQ a UeadiQg,

I aP QRW cOaiPiQg WR VSeak RQ behaOf Rf ASROOR, ZeXV, a ChUiVWiaQ GRd, aQ aQgeO RU aQ\ RWheU VRUW

Rf deiW\ RU VXSeUQaWXUaO beiQg. IW iV QRW ³chaQQeOiQg´ iQ WhaW VeQVe²WhRXgh I ceUWaiQO\ dRQ¶W

e[cOXde Whe SRVVibiOiW\ Rf ³eQWhXVed SURShec\´ fRU eiWheU P\VeOf RU RWheUV. FURP P\ SeUVSecWiYe,

Whe XQiYeUVe iV aQ eVVeQWiaO jRiQiQg Rf Whe PaWeUiaO ZiWh Whe VSiUiWXaO: Whe VeeQ ZiWh Whe XQVeeQ, Whe

UeYeaOed ZiWh Whe hiddeQ.105 ThiV SaQWheiVP haV aOVR beeQ caOOed, iQ NeZ Age WhRXghW aW OeaVW,

hROiVP.106 PXW aQRWheU Za\, aOO SeRSOe aUe diYiQe, iQ aV PXch aV ³diYiQe´ (aV VRPeWhiQg VeSaUaWe

fURP Whe PXQdaQe, RU VRPeWhiQg WhaW iV eVVeQWiaOO\ XQkQRZabOe RU iQeffabOe) iV a XVefXO caWegRU\

fRU P\VeOf RU Whe cOieQW iQ Whe cRQWe[W Rf RXU UeadiQg. The RUacOe iV Whe PeVVage, eYeU\WhiQg WhaW

cRPeV XS iQ Whe cRXUVe Rf a cRQYeUVaWiRQ: Whe iQWeUPiQgOiQg Rf VWRUieV, fUee aVVRciaWiRQV, each

SeUVRQ¶V SeUVSecWiYeV, aQd Whe PeaQiQg WhaW iV XOWiPaWeO\ Pade WhURXgh Whe eQcRXQWeU. The

e[SeUieQce iWVeOf iV Whe diYiQe SURQRXQcePeQW. I ZiOO keeS Whe EQgOiVh XVe Rf ³RUacOe´ aV Whe

SeUVRQ ZhR PakeV Whe SURQRXQcePeQW, bXW I dRQ¶W cRQWaiQ WhaW aXWhRUiW\ WR P\VeOf aV Whe caUd

UeadeU; UaWheU, I diVWUibXWe WhaW SRZeU beWZeeQ bRWh UeadeU aQd VeekeU. WheQ WZR SeRSOe eQgage

iQ a caUd UeadiQg, Whe\ haYe WRgeWheU VacUaOi]ed WheiU cRQYeUVaWiRQ. The\ haYe, iQ eVVeQce,

chaQQeOed ³Whe gRd´ (WhaW iV, ³Whe gRd´ ZiWhiQ WhePVeOYeV). WhiOe I SUefeU WR keeS Whe RUacXOaU

106 BXUQV, New Antiquities, 5.

105 FRU a SReWic UeQdeUiQg Rf WhiV idea, I aSSUeciaWe WaOW WhiWPaQ¶V ³SRQg Rf M\VeOf´: ³I beOieYe iQ Whe fOeVh aQd Whe
aSSeWiWeV, / SeeiQg, heaUiQg, feeOiQg, aUe PiUacOeV, aQd each SaUW aQd Wag Rf Pe iV a PiUacOe. / DiYiQe aP I iQVide aQd
RXW, aQd I Pake hRO\ ZhaWeYeU I WRXch RU aP WRXch¶d fURP, / The VceQW Rf WheVe aUP-SiWV aURPa fiQeU WhaQ SUa\eU, /
ThiV head PRUe WhaQ chXUcheV, bibOeV, aQd aOO Whe cUeedV.´

104 KiP BeeUdeQ, ³DefiQiQg DiYiQaWiRQ´ iQ Worlds Full of Signs (LeideQ, The NeWheUOaQdV: BUiOO, 2021), 40-42.
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SRWeQWiaO YeVWed iQ Whe SeRSOe ZhR aUe iQYROYed iQ Whe VeaUch fRU PeaQiQg, Whe deck²Whe caUdV

aQd PediWaWiRQV, bRWh VeSaUaWeO\ aQd XVed iQ WaQdeP²aUe aOVR RUacOeV. CUeaWiQg WheP feOW Oike a

WUaQce VWaWe, TXiWe RUdiQaU\ (dRiQg aUW) bXW deeSO\ WUaQVfRUPaWiYe.107 The caUdV feOW Oike a diYiQe

SURQRXQcePeQW; Whe PediaWiRQV aUe aQ echR Rf WhaW iQiWiaO RUacXOaU eYeQW; aQd each caUd UeadiQg iV

VWiOO aQRWheU echR.

TheUe aUe aOVR RUacXOaU TXaOiWieV I acceSW fURP eVRWeUiciVWV, eVSeciaOO\ RXd\aUd. NaPeO\, I

aP chRRViQg WR fRUegURXQd Whe RbVeUYaWiRQ WhaW a caUd UeadiQg caQ heOS VRPeRQe ZiWh Whe

³haUYeVW Rf PeaQiQg.´ IQdeed, harvesting iPSOieV gathering together; aQd VR, Oike Whe aQcieQW

GUeek cROOecWRUV (chrƝsmologoi), Whe So Damn Divine Oracle PediWaWiRQV aUe a cROOecWiRQ Rf

RWheU RWheU ³RUacOeV´ (ZiVdRP We[WV, PXVic, fiOP, eWc.) ZhiOe each caUd UeadiQg iV a ³haUYeVW´ Rf

each cOieQW¶V diYiQe iQVighWV. Like bRWh RXd\aUd aQd WaiWe, P\ RUacOe UeOieV RQ a degUee Rf

V\VWePi]aWiRQ. I haYe cRQVideUed Whe deck¶V ³iQWeUQaO VWUXcWXUiQg´ iQ RUdeU WR UeYeaO PRUe Rf Whe

deck¶V SRWeQWiaO fRU PeaQiQg. FRU e[aPSOe, iW ZaV RQO\ WhURXgh WhiV WhRURXgh SURceVV WhaW I

UeaOi]ed Whe figXUeV Rf Archangel (NR. 17), Play (NR. 22), aQd Hallowed (NR. 23) ZeUe a WUiR Rf

abVWUacWed aQgeOV; iW ZaV aOVR WhURXgh WhiV SURceVV WhaW I UeaOi]ed Whe deck ZaV a ³heaOiQg

jRXUQe\´ fURP Flight (NR. 1, V\PbROi]iQg VeSaUaWiRQ RU iQcRPSOeWeQeVV) WR All of it (NR. 48,

V\PbROi]iQg a UeWXUQ WR Whe fXOOQeVV RU ZhROeQeVV Rf e[iVWeQce). AQd Oike Whe geQeUaO WUeQd Rf

WaURW Rf Whe SaVW WZR ceQWXUieV, P\ deck UeSUeVeQWV a VRUW Rf ³YaVW V\QWheViV´ Rf PaQ\ VRXUceV,

UeOigiRXV VcUiSWXUeV, VSiUiWXaO SUacWiceV, cXOWXUe, aUW, aQd OaQdVcaSeV.

HRZeYeU, I deSaUW fURP bRWh GUeek aQd eVRWeUic QRWiRQV Rf RUacOeV becaXVe Rf aQ

e[cOXViYiW\ WhaW ZaV eiWheU iQheUeQW RU iQWeQWiRQaOO\ XSheOd. UQOike Whe RUacXOaU ceQWeUV Rf DeOShi

RU DRdRQa, Zhich UeTXiUed ZRXOd-be caUe VeekeUV WR Pake aQ iQcUedibOe jRXUQe\ dXUiQg a OiPiWed

107 Like RiefVQ\deU¶V ³DaUk NighW´ aQd VXbVeTXeQW aUWiVWic SUacWice, WheUe ZaV aQ ³RYeUfORZiQg´ Rf Whe VSiUiWXaO
iPagiQaWiRQ iQWR Whe PaWeUiaO ZRUOd WhURXgh WiPe.
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ZiQdRZ Rf WiPe, P\ deck (RQce SXbOiVhed) caQ be XVed b\ aQ\RQe, aQ\ZheUe, aQd aW aQ\ WiPe.108

The\ aUe SRUWabOe, QRW ePSOaced; each RQe Rf XV iV Whe RPShaORV, aV iW ZeUe. FXUWheUPRUe,

SURPiQeQW RccXOWiVWV, eVSeciaOO\ WhRVe cRQQecWed ZiWh Whe deYeORSPeQW Rf Whe WaURW, ZeUe iQYeVWed

iQ a WURXbOiQg degUee Rf e[cOXViYiW\, SeUhaSV bRUQe RXW Rf WheiU SUefeUeQce fRU fRUPaO iQiWiaWiRQ WR

RUgaQi]aWiRQV Rf high Pagic. WaiWe aQd LpYi bRWh WUied WR dUaZ diVWiQcWiRQV beWZeeQ SURSeU

diYiQaWiRQ aQd ZhaW Whe\ cRQVideUed WR be Whe OeVV OegiWiPaWe fRUPV Rf fRUWXQe WeOOiQg. ³LpYi

e[SUeVVed cRQWePSW fRU bRWh Whe caUWRPaQceUV aQd WheiU SUacWice Rf caUWRPaQc\´ ZhiOe aOVR

VeekiQg WR ³diVeQgage Whe caUWRPaQceU¶V iQfOXeQce b\ aVVRciaWiQg Whe WaURW WUXPSV ZiWh OeWWeUV Rf

Whe HebUeZ aOShabeW aQd heQce ZiWh kabbaOah.´109 IW¶V OikeO\ WhaW VXch aWWePSWV WR gaWekeeS Whe

SRZeU Rf diYiQaWiRQ ZaV dXe iQ QR VPaOO SaUW WR Ve[iVP. FRU e[aPSOe, Ze kQRZ WhaW deVSiWe

PaPeOa CROPaQ SPiWh¶V ³VigQificaQW iQYROYePeQW iQ WheVe iPSRUWaQW [OiWeUaU\, aUWiVWic, RccXOW, aQd

SROiWicaO] QeWZRUkV, Vhe ZaV cRQWiQXaOO\ PaUgiQaOi]ed aQd RfWeQ e[cOXded fURP WheVe gURXSV b\

WheiU beWWeU kQRZQ (PaOe) OeadeUV.´110 AgaiQ, bRWh SPiWh (ZiWh Whe faPed WaURW deck) aQd EOVie

WheeOeU (ZiWh Whe SabiaQ S\PbROV) ZeUe RQO\ bUiefO\ iQYROYed iQ Whe SURdXcWiRQ Rf ZhaW ZRXOd

gR RQ WR becRPe WZR UecRgQi]abOe diYiQaWRU\ WRROV iQ APeUicaQ cXOWXUe.

I hRSe WhaW Whe So Damn Divine Oracle iV aQ adeTXaWe e[SUeVViRQ Rf a diffeUeQW WeQdeQc\:

iQcOXViRQ aQd acceVVibiOiW\ UaWheU WhaQ e[cOXViRQ aQd UeVWUicWiRQ. I haYe WUied WR fUaPe P\ RUacXOaU

cRQVciRXVQeVV aQd VSiUiWXaO caUegiYiQg SUacWice WhiV Za\, UeO\iQg RQ a VeQVe Rf VhaUed diYiQiW\:

³VhaUed ZiVdRP,´ iQWeUbeiQg aQd UadicaO cRQQecWiYiW\ aV e[SUeVVed iQ Whe ZRUkV Rf OcWaYia E.

BXWOeU. The caUdV, WheiU PediWaWiRQV, aQd Whe QRWeV aUe aOVR UefOecWiRQV Rf WhiV effRUW WR

110 O¶CRQQRU, Pamela Colman Smith, 6.
109 FaUOe\, History of Tarot, 113.

108 POXWaUch¶V ZUiWiQgV UeYeaO a degUee Rf RSeQQeVV fRU aOO SeRSOe WR UeceiYe diYiQe PeVVageV, WhRXgh WhiV abiOiW\ ZaV
QRW fUeTXeQWO\ XWiOi]ed. ³SRXOV WheUefRUe, aOO SRVVeVVed Rf WhiV SRZeU, Zhich iV iQQaWe bXW diP aQd haUdO\ PaQifeVW,
QeYeUWheOeVV RfWeQWiPeV diVcORVe iWV fORZeU aQd UadiaQce iQ dUeaPV, aQd VRPe iQ Whe hRXU Rf deaWh, ZheQ Whe bRd\
becRPeV cOeaQed Rf aOO iPSXUiWieV aQd aWWaiQV a WePSeUaPeQW adaSWed WR WhiV eQd, a WePSeUaPeQW WhURXgh Zhich Whe
UeaVRQiQg aQd WhiQkiQg facXOW\ Rf Whe VRXO iV UeOa[ed fURP WheiU SUeVeQW VWaWe aV Whe\ UaQge aPid Whe iUUaWiRQaO aQd
iPagiQaWiYe UeaOPV Rf Whe fXWXUe.´ See POXWaUch, ³The ObVROeVceQce Rf OUacOeV,´ 467-469.
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dePRcUaWi]e Whe SUacWice Rf diYiQaWiRQ. IQdeed, Whe VSiUiWXaO heUiWage Rf Whe deck iV YaVW, SXOOiQg

fURP Whe BibOe, aSRcU\ShaO ChUiVWiaQ We[WV, BOack WheRORgiaQV, fUeeWhiQkeUV, JeZiVh hiVWRU\,

BXddhiVP, OccXOWiVP, NeZ Age We[WV, AfUR-fXWXUiVP, TXeeU fiOPV, GUeek aQd MeVRSRWaPiaQ

P\WhRORg\, aQd VchROaUO\ UeVeaUch. IQ WhaW Za\, WhiV deck iV aOVR iQ OiQe ZiWh Whe APeUicaQi]aWiRQ

Rf WaURW WhaW VchROaU PaWUick MaiOOe deVcUibed aV bOeQdiQg aQd VSeakiQg WR bRWh ³eOiWe´ aQd

³SRSXOaU´ cXOWXUe; QR dRXbW, haYiQg acceVV WR HaUYaUd¶V OibUaU\ iV aQ e[SUeVViRQ Rf Whe fRUPeU

WUeQd, ZhiOe TXRWiQg cRXQWU\ PXVic aQd caPS\ PXVicaOV UefOecWV Whe OaWWeU. LaVWO\, b\ iQcOXdiQg

RQO\ WhRVe We[WV, ideaV, aQd e[SeUieQceV WhaW haYe beeQ SeUVRQaOO\ PeaQiQgfXO iQ P\ VSiUiWXaO

jRXUQe\, aQd b\ giYiQg cUediW ZheUe iW iV dXe, I haYe WUied WR WhRXghWfXOO\ addUeVV aQ\ XQdeUO\iQg

d\QaPic Rf cXOWXUaO aSSURSUiaWiRQ RU iQaSSURSUiaWe V\QWheViV Rf UeOigiRXV WUadiWiRQV. OUacOeV had a

PXOWiWXde Rf PeaQiQgV aQd VigQificaQce iQ RWheU UeOigiRXV cRQWe[WV, aQd Whe\ dR iQ PiQe aV ZeOO.

B\ gURXQdiQg P\VeOf iQ Whe hiVWRU\ Rf WaURW aQd Whe ORQg UiYeU Rf cRQceUQ abRXW Whe QaWXUe Rf

diYiQiW\ aQd diYiQaWiRQ, I caQ PRUe WhRXghWfXOO\ aQd eWhicaOO\ bXiOd RQ P\ SeUVRQaO aQd

SURfeVViRQaO RUacOe caUd SUacWice.

39



V. MeaQLQJ aQd MLQLVWU\
JRXUQe\V iQ OUacXOaU CaUe aQd CRPPXQiW\

For all the divining that we¶ve done, for as far as we¶ve come, what¶s next is still
to be seen. Where do we go from here? What are the urgent questions? To consult
the oracle, knowing this much is essential. But so is a willingness to let go of our

certainties and enter, for a brief while, more fully into the mystery of our own
becoming. If I can do this much, I might just find my way along the path.

✳

TaURW aQd RUacOe caUdV ZeUe QRW VR PXch RQ P\ PiQd ZheQ I fiUVW caPe WR diYiQiW\ VchRRO.

The PRYe WR MaVVachXVeWWV ZaV. The ORVV Rf P\ cRPPXQiW\ iQ Whe deVeUW ZaV. The ZRUU\ aQd

e[ciWePeQW Rf VRPeWhiQg QeZ ZaV. BXW Whe caUdV ZeUe QRW. ThaW dReV QRW PeaQ Whe\ ZeUe

XQiPSRUWaQW; Whe\ ZeUe, iW iV RQO\ Whe\ ZeUe hiddeQ iQ SOaiQ VighW, VR cRPPRQSOace iQ P\

VSiUiWXaO Oife WhaW I WRRk fRU gUaQWed jXVW ZhaW a SURfRXQd aQd QeceVVaU\ WeacheU Whe\ aOUead\ ZeUe

aQd ZRXOd VRRQ becRPe. WheQ I ePbaUked RQ WhiV WheViV, I kQeZ VR OiWWOe. I had Whe caUdV iQ haQd

bXW did QRW UeaOO\ kQRZ WheP: WheiU RUdeU, WheiU diVRUdeU, WheiU ecceQWUiciWieV, WheRORgieV, VSeOOV,

SUa\eUV RU deSWhV. I did QRW kQRZ ZhaW Whe\ ZeUe caOOiQg Pe iQWR. I did QRW kQRZ ZhaW Qeeded WR

be dRQe RU hRZ WR fiQd RXW. BXW Whe aQVZeU ZaV WheUe, aOO aORQg: ask the oracle. OQO\ QRZ caQ I

Vee WhaW iV e[acWO\ ZhaW I haYe beeQ dRiQg. OQO\ QRZ caQ I Vee Whe dUaZQ-RXW RUacXOaU

SURQRXQcePeQW WhaW I haYe beeQ VeekiQg, OiVWeQiQg fRU, heaUiQg aQd iQWRQiQg ZiWhiQ P\VeOf.

FXUWheUPRUe, WhURXghRXW Whe OaVW WhUee \eaUV, I haYe ZiWQeVVed RWheU SeRSOe²P\

cROOeagXeV aQd fUieQdV²Veek RXW Whe SRZeU Rf Whe caUdV, aQd iQ WheP I VaZ P\ RZQ VeekiQg

UefOecWed back. TheUe ZaV aQ afWeUQRRQ aW a baU iQ CaPbUidge ZheQ VeYeUaO Rf XV fiUVW cROOecWiYeO\

iQWeUSUeWed a ViQgOe caUd RQ Whe ZRRdeQ WabOe iQ fURQW Rf XV. TheUe ZaV Whe HDS-Zide WaURW eYeQW

Whe Zeek befRUe Whe SaQdePic fRUced XV WR VhifW RXU cOaVVeV, VRciaO Oife, aQd PRVW iQWiPaWe

UeOaWiRQVhiSV RQOiQe. EYeQ WhURXgh Whe aZfXOOeVW SaUWV Rf Whe SaQdePic, Ze ZRXOd bUiQg RXU deckV
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WR RXU cRPSXWeUV aQd, acURVV a Zeb Rf VcUeeQV, gaWheU WRgeWheU. TheUe ZeUe Whe QeZ PRRQ SaUWieV

aPRQg Whe SagaQV aQd WaURW eQWhXViaVWV ZheUe caUdV VeePed WR aOZa\V Wake ceQWeU VWage. AQd aW

aQ HDS NRRQ SeUYice iQ hRQRU Rf Whe SSUiQg ETXiQR[ QRW ORQg agR, Whe URRP ZaV Sacked ZiWh

SeRSOe WU\iQg WheiU haQdV aW diYiQiQg a PeVVage fURP a dR]eQ diffeUeQW WaURW, RUacOe aQd aQgeO

deckV. AV ZiWh a caUd UeadiQg, Whe eQd iV PRUe cOeaU WhaQ Whe begiQQiQg; WhiV WheViV haV heOSed Pe

WR PRUe fXOO\ aSSUeciaWe WhiV ORZ-ke\ QeWZRUk Rf caUd UeadeUV aQd VSiUiWXaO VeekeUV fRU Whe

PaUYeORXV cRPPXQiW\ WhaW iW haV becRPe. AV P\ WiPe aW diYiQiW\ VchRRO cRPeV WR aQ eQd, I caQ

ORRk back aQd Vee ZiWh gUeaW cOaUiW\ WhaW WhiV cRPPXQiW\ haV heOSed Pe Wake Whe caUdV²my

cards²iQWR P\ haQdV ZiWh Whe UeYeUeQce, cXUiRViW\, aQd aQWiciSaWiRQ Ze aOO deVeUYe. The\ haYe

heOSed Pe Wake P\ TXeVWiRQV PRUe VeUiRXVO\ aQd hROd P\ aQVZeUV SOa\fXOO\ aQd VR PXch PRUe

iPagiQaWiYeO\. The\ heOSed Pe Vee WhaW ³Whe RUacOe´ iV QRW aQ\ RQe Rf XV, bXW aOO XV. I¶Ye Vaid WhiV

aOO aORQg²we are each others¶ oracle²bXW Whe\ heOSed Pe WR beOieYe iW eYeQ PRUe deeSO\.

I haYe aWWePSWed WR PRUe fXOO\ iQWegUaWe RUacOe caUdV iQWR aOO OeYeOV Rf VSiUiWXaO

jRXUQe\iQg: P\ RZQ cRQWePSOaWiYe SUacWice, RQe-RQ-RQe diYiQaWiRQ VeVViRQV, aQd WhRVe d\QaPic,

SXbOic eYeQWV ZheUe caUd UeadiQg becRPeV a cROOecWiYe effRUW. ThiV iQWegUaWiRQ haV aOORZed Pe WR

fiQd fORZ aQd Uh\WhP iQ P\ VW\Oe Rf UeadiQg Whe caUdV. AW Whe VaPe WiPe, P\ eWhicaO RbOigaWiRQV

aV a caUd-UeadiQg caUegiYeU aUe iQ VhaUSeU fRcXV, aV aUe Whe SaVWRUaO aQd PiQiVWeUiaO VkiOOV WhaW

aOORZ Pe WR be aV effecWiYe aQd VXSSRUWiYe aV SRVVibOe. AQd, SeUhaSV PRVW VigQificaQWO\, I haYe

cUeaWed, XVed, e[SeUiPeQWed ZiWh, aQaO\]ed, e[SaQded, aQd iQYeVWed iQ P\ RUacOe deck, a

\eaUVORQg XQdeUWakiQg WhaW I hRSe caQ OaXQch Pe iQWR P\ Qe[W ShaVe Rf YRcaWiRQ.

Where do we go from here? ThiV WheViV SURjecW haV giYeQ Pe a URXWe aORQg Zhich I caQ

eQYiViRQ ZhaW cRPeV Qe[W: fRU Whe deck, fRU P\ caUegiYiQg SUacWice, aQd fRU Whe eYeU-ePeUgiQg

WaURW aQd RUacXOaU cRPPXQiW\. The deck PXVW be SXbOiVhed. I VcaOed P\ WheViV SURjecW dRZQ fURP
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P\ RUigiQaO YiViRQ aQd aPbiWiRQV, Zhich iQcOXded aOO Rf Whe deVigQiQg, RUgaQi]iQg, SOaQQiQg, aQd

fXQdUaiViQg WhaW iW ZRXOd Wake WR acWXaOO\ SURdXce, SUiQW aQd diVWUibXWe Whe So Damn Divine

Oracle. BefRUe I cRXOd dR WhaW, I had WR ZUiWe Whe MediWaWiRQV aQd NRWeV, aV ZeOO aV ZRUk RXW Whe

XQdeUO\iQg ShiORVRShieV aQd fUaPeZRUkV WhaW ePSRZeU Whe deck WR dR ZhaW iW dReV. BRWh Whe

deck aQd I Qeeded Whe ORQg aQd VORZ UefOecWiRQ RQ ZhaW ZaV PRVW eVVeQWiaO WR cRPPXQicaWe. BXW

QRZ WhaW WheVe ZRUdV haYe SUeVeQWed WhePVeOYeV, I aP Uead\ WR ePbaUk RQ Whe eQWUeSUeQeXUiaO Oeg

Rf Whe jRXUQe\ WR UeOeaVe WhiV deck iQWR Whe ZRUOd. JXVW aV Whe SRZeU Rf RUacOeV ZaV UeYeaOed iQ P\

UeOaWiRQVhiSV, iW ZiOO Wake UeOaWiRQVhiSV WR Pake WhiV Qe[W ShaVe haSSeQ. I ZiOO be caOOiQg RQ

fUieQdV aQd cROOeagXeV²Whe fROkV ZhR haYe aVked, fURP Whe VWaUW, ³WheQ caQ I bX\ a cRS\ Rf

\RXU deck?´²WR heOS SURdXce aQ iQiWiaO UXQ Rf The So Damn Divine Oracle deck SUiQWed. I

VhRXOd hRSe WhaW WhiV iV QRW Whe RQO\ RUacOe deck I ZiOO cUeaWe; QRZ WhaW I Vee hRZ UeZaUdiQg Rf aQ

eQdeaYRU iW iV, I aP hRSiQg WR e[ecXWe RQ SOaQV WR Pake RWheU diYiQaWRU\ deckV aQd WRROV.

YeW geWWiQg WhiV deck iQWR RWheU SeRSOe¶V haQdV iV RQO\ Whe PaWeUiaO PaQifeVWaWiRQ Rf a

OaUgeU PRYe iQWR a PRUe fXOO-WiPe SUacWice Rf VSiUiWXaO caUegiYiQg. Said aQRWheU Za\: aV Whe deck

PRYeV RXW iQWR Whe ZRUOd, I hRSe I ZiOO aOVR PRYe fXUWheU iQWR Whe ZRUOd, aOORZiQg P\ iQQeU

heUPiW WR becRPe Whe URaPiQg WeacheU²aOORZiQg Whe cRQWePSOaWiYe WR becRPe Whe acWiYe²ZhiOe

VWiOO SURWecWiQg Whe SUa\eUfXO VROiWXde I haYe OeaUQed WR cheUiVh aQd ZRUk ZiWh WhURXghRXW Whe

SaQdePic. ThiV cRXOd ORRk PaQ\ Za\V; WhaW¶V Whe P\VWeU\ Rf iW. CeUWaiQO\, I haYe dedicaWed

P\VeOf WR aQ aUWiVWic SaWh; I ackQRZOedge WhaW, iQ VRPe Za\V, WhaW haV beeQ P\ SaWh aOO aORQg, bXW

P\ cRPPiWPeQW WR iW haV beeQ VWUeQgWheQed b\ Whe e[SeUieQce Rf cUeaWiQg WhiV deck. FXUWheU, I

ZiOO be e[SaQdiQg P\ RUacXOaU VSiUiWXaO caUe ZRUk, eVWabOiVhiQg a bXViQeVV aQd WakiQg aQ

iQdeSeQdeQW RU ³ZaQdeUiQg´ aSSURach WR WhiV ³PiQiVWU\´ Rf caUd UeadiQg: cXOWiYaWiQg cOieQWV,

fXUWheU hRQiQg P\ aSSURach, aQd QeWZRUkiQg ZiWh RWheU SURfeVViRQaOO\ RUieQWed aQd P\VWicaOO\
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iQcOiQed aUWiVWV, cUeaWiYeV, aQd caUegiYeUV. AQd I ZaQW WR Weach, WR fiQd PRUe iQWeUacWiYe Za\V Rf

SaVViQg RQ Whe kQRZOedge, e[SeUieQce, aQd cUeaWiYe aQd VSiUiWXaO WechQiTXeV WhaW haYe VXSSRUWed

WhiV ZhROe SURjecW. IQdeed, iW ZRXOd be VaWiVf\iQg WR heOS RWheU SeRSOe cUeaWe WheiU RZQ

haQdcUafWed deckV Rf caUdV, WR Vee \RXQg SeRSOe aQd adXOWV aOike Wake VeUiRXVO\ WheiU RZQ aUWiVWic

gifWV, WheiU RZQ ZiVe cRXQVeO, aQd WheiU RZQ UeYeOaWRU\ iQWXiWiRQ. I hRSe WR XVe Whe So Damn

Divine Oracle deck aV a OaXQchiQg SRiQW fRU P\ aUW aQd UeVeaUch abRXW dUeaPV, VacUed jRXUQe\V,

SiOgUiPageV, aQd aQceVWUaO SUacWiceV. I caQQRW Va\ iQ ZhaW YeQXeV WheVe ORQgiQgV ZiOO haSSeQ, bXW

I caQ Va\ WhaW Whe RUacOe haV heOSed Pe UeaOi]e aQd ePbRd\ Whe SURfRXQd jR\ iQ ZaOkiQg a SaWh OiW

b\ VRPeWhiQg aV caPS\, SOa\fXO aQd e[SORUaWRU\ aV WhiV deck haV beeQ.

✳

Here we are at the altar of the oracle of our own divinity, of me myself and you
yourself²and, blessedly, we ourselves. Thank you, thank you, my friend. Be well.

And with circumambulation done, let us begin again.
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ASSeQdi[
MeaQiQgfXO TaURW aQd OUacOe DeckV

These decks have been important to my journey with divination and contemplative practices.

EUeY, Rebekah. Moon Angels: Malakh Halevanah Cards. PXbOiVhed b\ SZeaW & TeaUV PUeVV.
PUiQWed iQ BeUkOe\, CA. IQkZRUkV PUeVV. OUigiQaOO\ SXbOiVhed 2014/5775, VecRQd SUiQWiQg
2015/5776.

GRUe\, EdZaUd. The Fantod Pack. CRS\UighW heOd b\ The EdZaUd GRUe\ ChaUiWabOe TUXVW.
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