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The Saying of John Late Duke of 
N orthu1nberland upon the Scaff old, I 5 5 3 

. TT7 . 1(. Jordan and A1. R ... Gleaso11 

ERIIAl'S THE SINGULAR VIRTUE of John Dudle)\ Duke of 
N orch u n1 b er I and, , v ns th :J. t he failed to ein ploy im 111 ed i R tel r on 
Ed\,'ard , 1rs death the n1ilit~ry pu,ver ,vh,ch he and his fcl-
Jo,v Councillors could nn1ster~ He seerned paralyJ".ecl in ,viH 

and co1npletely ,,,.anting in that rash confidence ,vhich had 11::iurtlly 
tnarked the character of this) the forcn1 ost prof cssiona l sold icr in the 
realtn. i\-1ore accurately perhaps, .it n1ay be said that the Dukct "\Y hen 
the te~t of conspiracy - of treason~ cnn1ct ,vas un\v1lling to plunge 
the re:t1rn into \vhat n11ght have been n hloody ~n1d dreadful civil ,var 
in ,v hich re1igion ,vould have been the ani111~ ting issue. This n1uch of 
grac.:c and civic virtue 111~)' be c]ai111cd for this usually harsh ~nd ruth-
less n1an+ And this is, indeed, saying a great dea 1~ for the fa bric of 
Tudor society· n1ight ,vcH ha vc been turn npart. 

~l''his essay is nn attcn1pt to nu1ke perhaps a 1itrle clearer the re2sons 
and purposes ,vhich 1ic obscurc]y nbou t the actions and the thinking 
of the Duke in the last and critic~l days of his life. Above alll of course~ 

• 
,vc arc concerned ,vith l1is still amazing renunciation of tl1e Protestant 
faith 1n ,vhich he had pub]icly stood - espccia.11y perplexing becau.~e 
Northun1bcrland h~d Jent his in11nensc po\vcr to the direct support of 
cva n g c] i cal Pro tcstan tisn1, n O\V gn in in g strcn gt h pa cc and t l 1 r eat eni ng 
to engulf the ccnt1·ist leadership of rnen like Crann1er and Soinersct. 
All this he renounced in the conf e~sion~I and in the last harjng of his 
tortured soul in his speech f rorn the block - and even n1orc, for he 
,vas-in1pe11ed to declare in effect that he had ren1aincd a secret Catho] LC 
through all these tun111ltuous years+ 

A.n effort ,vill also he n1adc to trace out the an1a~ingly r~pid disscn1-
inatiun of the ,cConfession/' \vhich exultantly proclaimed the Duke's 
return to the Ron1an Catholic faith. '\'c shall sec th~t edition after 
edition, each derived f ron1 the official F,ng lish version, ,,)"a~ quick 1 y 
prcpnred and printed all over \11 cstcrn Europe \Vithin :.:i. f C\V ,vcelrs ,;1{ tcr 
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the execution of the Duke. Nonetheless~ it can he s~id that this great 
propaganda effort failed, largely becai1se the l\1arian govcrnn1cnt 
scarcely kne,v ho\V to use it and, quite as importantly, rc111aincd un-
certain \vhcthcr it dared crnhrace the reputation of one \vho had long 
been accurately regarded as the prime enemy of the ancient faith in 
England. 

1. TbrJ lf1 eb of 1 ... retrsrnl 

The political phi]osophy of the Duke of Northu1nbcrlandl if he 
really had one, n1ay be described as cnign1atically nn1ddled, ,vhilc the 
true structure of his religious faith, if he ever lent it ordered considera-
tion, can only be regarded as confusedly erratic. In earlier ,vorks ,vc 
have discussed these n1attcrs in sonic detail for the childhood years of 
Ed \vard \ 7I ,vhcn Dud]cy, then Earl of ,,r ar,vick, ,vas conspjring to 
set aside Son1erset~ the l(ing's uncle and the l .. ord Protector, and for 
the later years of the reign ,vhen his po,vcrs Jay ]argcly unchecked by 
either the King or the Privy Council. "\\1c have suggested ~s ,vcH that 
to,v~rds the close of the reign the J(ing ,vas beginning to grasp the 
substance of his rcgality, certainly Yvith the cncourage1nent of his 1nost 
pO\Verful 1ninjstcr, ~nd that it ,vas the King \vho forced on Northu1n-
berland :lnd the Council a strange and surely jllcga1 ~1tcr3tion of the 
ordered succession tha ti if not altered! ,vou 1 d have brought n~I ary 
Tudor to the throne. 1 

This really f ana ti cal deter1nination of Ed\vn rdi near death f ron1 
• 

tuhercu1osisl' sprang solely f ron1 his quite correct conviction th;:1t lvlary-
1 l~.r. K, Jordan, Rd'l.vard V /: Thf: Y 01u1g Kiug; The Protc.ctorsbip of tlJe Duke 

of Son1erset (Landan: A llcn & Utnvin; and CamlJridgc: I-I i1"v:ud University Press, 
19nR); Edrii\1rd VI: T/Je Thres!Jold of Power; Tbe Don1inance of the Duke of 
Nortbun1berfond (London: Allen & Un,vin; ~nd C-ambrjdgc: Harvard Uuiycrshy 
Prc-ss] 1970). These ,,·orks \\'1ll be -dred as J ord1ni Ed'lvnrd VI~ ,Tols. I 3nd Tl, 
resµc ct• \1e I y. 

The follo\vjng abbreviations ha\Te Leen used inf outnotcs: 
Cnl.S.P.For.: Cale11d11r of Stnte Papers, Foreign Serier, of tbe Reign of Edr;_vflrd VI, 

1547-,ss; ... , and ... of tbe Reigu. of Af (try1 1553-155t ... , ed. ,,~Hlfam 
B. Turnbull, London, 1861. 

Cnl.S.J> Spnn.: Calendar uf l~etters,, l)cspat cfJer, muf Stat~ I'<1pers, Reltrttng to tbe 
1'1egotiatio'JJs between Rn gland mu:l Sp11i11 •. T , XI ( r 5 53 ), ed. Royall TyJer, 
London 1 1916. 

H1\.1C: Historjca.1 ,._1anuscript~ Commission pulJiic.:ations. 
OED: O:xf ord E'nglisl) I.Jictionm·y. 
S.P. Dom ·i Ed w.\ 11 : P uh] i c Record Office : State Pa pcrs Do mcstic. 
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;,vould ctnploy every effort to destroy the llcf or1natio_n ,vhich their 
father had b cg u n in son1 c, v hat re] u c tan t and eccentric.. sta gcs and \ v hi ch 
Ed,vnrd had so rapidly and steadily advanced,. as he sought to plant 
Christ's Church in the rcaln1. So deep and sincere \Vas Ed\vard's faith 
that he \V~.s \Villing to risk a grave constitutional crisis in a desperate 
effort to save the Protestant Establishn1cnt in England. In support of 
this po Hey, ste:l.dily and skilfully pursued h)r the l(ing, Northun1bci--~ 
lnnd had fron1 the outset been a ,v~rm and consistent advocate of Lhc 
cvangclicnl the llltra~Protestant - parry in the Church of Engh1nd~ 
,vhich ,vas not content ,vith the 1norc cautious, tolerant, and centrist 
sen tin l en ts of So1n ers ct I Cranmer~ and Rid 1 c y, a n1 on g others , v ho , v ere, 
quite corrccdy-, fearful of the divisive po\vcr of cvnngclica l Protcstant-
isn1~ 1"hc 111ost con1rnittcd und fervent of the supporters of the evangcl-
ica] party') led by rncn Jikc I~ooper., Latirncr, Le\rcr: and l(nox, ,vas the 
Duke of N orthurnber]and') anin1ated one ,vou]d suppose by his o,vn 
religious convictions and seeking to f urthcr the nd vanccnlcnt of rhe 
spiritual ,vishes of his King. 

,11 e have to search the character and po]icy of the Duke for sonlc 
reasonab]e explanation of the fact that the ,vhole content of his policy 
,v:.1s solcn1nly repudiated by hin1 in the last hours of his life -;i.nd then 
2ga.in puhlic1)r renounced n1on1cnts before his execudon took place. 
It is this staggering set of f r.cts ,vith \vhich \Ve have 110\v· to deal,. this 
an1azing apostasy that ,ve have no,v to consider. In order to do so ,vc 
should first co~1n1cnt on Northurnberlnnd's re]igious po]icy during 
his tenure of po\vcr and then lend· c1 osc exa1nination to such facts as 
can be cstnblished and to such speculations as n1ay be ventured regard-
ing his final "Conf cssion. ,., Our quest for cxp1anation · is .son1e"r h2t 
han11)cred hy the fact that Northun1bcrland ,vas ill-educated and really 
not much thnn sc1ni-1itcratc, ,vhich doubtless accounts for the 
paucity of his personal papers~ snd that he tended to express hin1sclf 
abrupdy, and usua11y angrily·, in n1ost of the conversations ,vith others 
\vhich have been credibly reported. 

It is to be rcmen1bere<l that Dudley., in ,ve:-iving the net of con~ 
spiracy about Son1crsett had given son1e tneasurc of assurance to the 
rc1naining Ron1rrnisrs ,v ho \Vere near the :;eats of po,ver. ,,, riothcsley 
and Arundel ,Yerc restored tu the Council., ,vhile such kno,vn Catho-
lics as South\vell and Sir Thotnas Arundell basked in \i\':tr\vick~s 
n1on1entary favor. It ,vas \vidcly believed that both Gardiner and 
Donner ,vcre about to be released, \vhi]c Hooper ,vas gravely disLurbed 
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by the counlen'1.ncc TlO\v being a1T orded to Ro1nan Catholics, fc~ring 
indeed a vio1cnc a]teration in religion. These r11ornentary Ro111anist 
flirtations ,vcre abruptly ended ,vhcn \\ 1 ar\vic k revealed his tr ne policy 
in very explicit tcrn1s in ::i st:1tcn1cnt issued in the Kingls na1ue tu all the 
bishops, reminding nll n1en th~t the Book of Con1n1011 Prayer ,vas the 
usage of the Church of England as ordained hy act of P~rlian1cnt and 
\Vas to be used by al1 persons ,vithin the realnL~ '''i thin a f c\v ,vccks, 
therefore, the hopes of the Catho1ics had been d3shed: the conserva-
tive cro\vn officials 1utd been disn1isscd~ and Northu1nberland, his 
po\vrr quickly cstah]i~hcdJ veered to\vards the overt support of 
evangelical Protestant1sn1,. f ron, ,vhich aln1ost to the end of the reign 
he never ngain deviated. · 

Syn1bolicall\r, as ,veil ~s actuaHy~ Northun1bcr]and\ n1ost decisive ... . 
intcrvcntio11 in i:l1e interests of the evangelical parry " 1ithin the Church 
\V3S the resolve taken in i\1ay 1550 to appoint the great i-loopcr to the 
.~ee of Gloucester. I-Ioo1)er ,v~s the spiritn:11 le-Jder of the party, ,vas 
sustained by an in1111cnse fortitude of body and spirit, possessed strong 
personal links ,vith the (~ontincntal llcformation, a'n<l ,vas cornpletcly 
honest in his _a ppr~is:tl of hin1sel f and the needs of England~ His courage 
and his jntcnsity of purpose arc both suggested by the unsce1nly con-
troversy ,1.1hich threatened to divide the Church because of Hooperts 
scrup]es on the ]anguage of episcopal ordination and by. his bitter attack 
on the validity of the vcst1nents ,vhich he ,vas required to ,vcaL This 
dan1agfr,g br(nvl ,vas ~ett1ed only, after the King, Northumberland, 
,and the Counci], at various stages, sin1ply irnposcd a co1nprornise solu-
tion ,v hich ,vas a niontl victory- for this f orn1i dab le ref or111er. 

In a 11 asp c cts of eccl csias ti~ al po Ii cy North u n1 b er 1 and, s favor _, v as 
steadily besto,ved upon the cvJngclica] group \Vithin the Church. John 
Ilale, perhaps the greatest of the propagandists for the Rcforn1ationl 
gained the Duke"s favor and ,vas advanced to a bishopric in Ireland! 
rhough both Crann1cr and Son1er~et had ,vithhcld patronage because 
]Jale ,vas as fanatical as he ,,ras pugnrtcious. So, too, John Pon et., "\Yho 
had en1hraced the extre111e Protcstanl position of ,vhich Hooper "\V~s 

the Jnora] Jeadert \vas advanced rapidly by Korthu1nbcrland untilt on 
Gardiner's deprivation., he ,vas tr~nslated fro1n Rochester to the grc:1t 
sec of '''inchester. IT .. ven less co1nprchcnsibly 1 John l(nox, vjolently 
anti-Ro1nani~t and absolutely uncon1pro111ising in his Calvinisn1, en-
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joyed N orthu1nbcrJand ,s co1nplcte f :-1.vor until the fear less Scot, no,Y 
donhtful of the Dukc~s sincerity., ]aid him under scathing indictn1cnt. 
These are but instances of the Duke's policy and of the po,verf ul aid 
he steadily lent to the e\'angelica] party- ,vithin the Church, all be-
tokening., one ,vould have supposed, his ,var,n and sturdy Protestant-. 1sn1. 

So too., in larger 1natters .of policy Northu1nbcrland'.s strength ,vas 
al,vnys throlvn to the support of the evangelical group, so successfully 
and continuously tllat aln1ost surc]y, l1ad another three or four years 
been granted hinl, rhc Church of Eng1and ,vould have possessed a 
structure and a spiritua] tone indistinguishable from the Puritanisn1 
\vhich very· near1y· triun1phcd just a generation 1ater~ It ,vas North-
un1ber]and \vho by his pressure con1pe1Je~ a re]uctant Crannle.r to 
con1plete and to issue rhe stahvartly Protestant second Book of Corn-
n1on Prayer and tu accept K nox"s ~rrogant R. uhrjc, T t "\Yas North-
umbcr]andt too, ,vho brought steady pressure ro bear on the bishops 
to mend their po1icy -and ,vho jn his assault on Tunstall seemed to be 
striking at the root of episcopacy itself. And it ,vas the Duke ,vho in-
spired the expropriation of a.11 surplus church goods of value, one-be-
]ieves quite as 1nuch for the sake of the rcfor1n off aith as for the not 
very considerable yield to the coffers of the state. These, then, \Vere 
the actions of the n1an, and surely it js b,r actions ( ,vorks) th-at f ::iith 

r r 

itself n1 u st be tested. 
But in the last n1onths of the reign it ,vas clear that Northu1nber-

land had over-reached hirnse1f and that even the more extrcn1e of the 
evangelical party- ,vere con1ing to fea.r the reckless sccularisn1 of his 
policy and, more i1nportant1y., to doubt the sincerity of his steady sup-
port of the true Church of Christ. There are man) 7 evidences of this 
change of 1noodl this erosion of confidence, an1ong sucl1 great spokes-
n1cn for the evangeltcal party us I-looper, Ponct 1 Grindall l ... arirner, 
Br~dford., Knox, and .Horne. For such 1nen perhaps the n1ost frighten-
ing of Northumherland"'s -actions ·yvas his brutal nssault on Tunstall and 
the great sec of Durhan1. Tunstall "ras a humanist, a n1odcratc n1an, a 
faithful servant of the Cro\vn over n1~ny years, and he ,vas at the seat 
of his faith an I-Ienricj~.11 Cgtholic. The ~hHrge of n1isprision of treason 
levelled against hin1 by NorLhu1nberlund appears to have had ljulc sub-
stance beyond the fact that the Bishop had been a friend and admirer 
of Somer.set. "fhe evidence adduced \Vas too flin1sy to support a tria]~ 
,vith the consequence that jn late l\1arch 15 52 Northumberland's 
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tactics ,vcrc ch~lngcd, ::u1d a bill ,v~s introduced in the House of I .. or<ls 
to deprive the ancient Bishop by Act of Parliatnent. lt is significant 
that jn rhc debates Crann1cr lent cour·agcous def ~nee to Tunstnll, 
though the measure ,vas in the end driven through the Lords \vjtl1 only 
Cran1ner and Stourton dissenting~ But such pressure ,vns unav~1iling 
in the Co1111nons, ,vhich den1a.ndcd that both 1 ... unstall and his nccusers 
be brought before then1 before they ,voul<l procet<l. This Northun1-
bcrlnnd adn1ittcdly feared to do, \Vith the consequence that Tunsta.11 
,vas at ];isr r1cpt~ivcd by a con1111iss1on con1pr1scd of the Chief J ustjcc 
of the King's Bench (Chohnley) and six orhcr ]a,vycr.s, rcnlaining in 
light irnprison1nent until the :1.ccessio,n of i\-1ary ~3 

This frightening exhibition of the cn1ployn1cnt of persistent and 
brutal pO\\~cr against a bishop ,vho ,vas greatly rcspcctcdt even though 
n1oderately Catho]ic in syn1pathy, found no defenders an1ongst the 
leaders of the evangelical A nglica.ns. Even n 1ore shattering to the un-
crfrical adulation and support ,vhich they ha.d lent to Northun1ber]and 
,vrts his i111n1cdiatc attcn1pt to divide the gJcat diocese into tlVO ne\v 
llishoprics (Durhan1 ,vith 2 ,ooo n1arks p.a. and Nc,vcastle ":oith 1,000 

n1arks p.a.), ,vhi1c absorbing to the Cro,vn the palatine po,vcr of the 
Bishop of Durharn. As a ~op to the cvange]ical party., Norrhurnber-
land further proposed that Dean I-Iorncl n vigorous critic of T unstal1 
on rcJigious grounds 1 be given Durhan1, ,vhi le l(nox ,vould receive 
Rochester, \vherc he ,,rould serve as ica ,vhctstone, to quicken and sharp 
the Bishop of C-antcrhnry.'~ But \vhat the Duke could neither under~ 
stand nor bc1icve \VflS thnt these ,vcre honest and rigldly disciplined 
n1en of faith, v.-rho ,vcre aghast ar his policy and his n1ost recent exhibi-
tion of ruthlessness. On 7 Decen1ber , 5 5 2~ Northun1herland ,v-rotc to 
Ceci], groggily reporring rhat J{nox had flatly refused episcopa] ap-
pointrncnt and that he possessed no trust in the Duke, having even 
questioned the sincerity of his Protestantisn1. Northun1bcrland had in 
fact cru111pled l)cfore the n1olten heat of Knox 1s strictures., for the gre~t 
rcforn1cr had n1ade it abundantly clear that he ,vas persuaded that 
Northun1bcrland possessed no real concern for the Church, save 11s he 
planned its further spoliation. He had been roughly hand]ed by Knox, 
and the letter to Cecil tells us a great deal about the personality and 
character of the Duke. It is evident that he ,vould collapse under 
severe pressure and righteous ~corn~ 
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And righ tcous ilnd scorn{ ul f(nox had been~ for N orthumhcrh1nd 

dcc]arcd that he ,vjsh cd no n1ore of the Scot: ''I do rctu rn J1i1n aga 1n, 
because I Jove not to have to do ,vith n1en ,vhich be neither grateful 
nor plca.c;ab]e. J assure )'OU I 1nind to have no n1ore to do \vjtJ1 hi,n hut 
to ,vish hin1 ,vell. ~' Aln1ost pathctic~Hy bruised in spirit, N orthn1nhcr-
h1.nd confided th~t Knox had said that he ~1cannot tcH \vhcthcr I an1 a 
disscn1b1cr in religion or not.'' A 11 this, i\forthumbcrland continued, 
dcspiLc the fa.cl that HI ha v-e for . t\Yenty years . . - r stood] to one 
kjnd of religion, in the snn1e ,vhich I do no,v profess; and have, 1 rhank 
the J_.,ord, past no small dangers for it. ,i All the hurting things tha. t 
Knox had said l ef r hin1 j n despair and n1adc hin1 think of the fate of his 
o\vn fat her, '\v ho~ af tcr his n1astcr ,vas gone~ suff crcd death for doing 
his 111a.ste1·is conunandrnents . . . incl yet conld not his con1mandn1en t 
be 1n1~ father's charge after he ,vas departed this life_'~ ·1 And then., to 
compound the Duke's tribulations! I~Jornc h'1d refused Dt1rh-anl ,vith 
an insulting vehen1c.nce 1 ,vhilc adding that he Lhought the l{ing'"s chief 
n1inister to he a dissen1hler. Of Horne, too, Northun1herland ,v-jshed 
to hear no 1nore, for the Dean. had nu-\v becon1e, jn his vie,\\ a peevish 
n1anl a greedy and n1alicious nlan, ''loose of his tongue and [ one ,vho] 
let tcth not to ta]k 11 pon his a]e hen ch~ u I -f e no,v \vjshed for i1 '~soberer 

' ' 1 ld d '"' ) d · d T n1an, ,v 10 ,vou not C011 Clllll c,rcrjr 111an S Olng an COnSCICllCC 

but his o,vn. ,, 5 The Du kc of Northun1bcrJand possessed no further 
trust in the evangelical p"rty of rhc Church; their trust in hitn, once 
so nai\'ely he]d~ ,v:.:ts shattered beyond repair~ 

These arc docun1cnts of great in1port2ncc to our consideration. They 
arc intilnntcly, ahnost pathctica11y, honest in their texture ~nd language, 
fur Northurnberland ,vas confiding to a young coUeague jn \\7hum he 
in1posed singular trust: i,I ba\fe entered into the hottonl of nly· care." u 
There cou]d have hcen no reason ,vhy he should have hecn deliberately 
untrnthf u} regarding his faith ,vhcn he tells us categorically that the 
charge of dissembling ,voundcd hin1~ particularly because, at no snla11 
danger to hin1sclf, for t,Ycnty years past he had stood as a lvitncss to 
Protestantisn1. If true, this n1eans that he had been :a very ea.rly convert 
to Protestantisn1, for he p]accs the date \ve]l bcf ore the passage in 
Parliatncnt of the first great srarutc .of J.leforn1arion, the Act of Suprem-

" S.P.Dom., Ed\,T.,rl~ XY, 66 ( 7 Dec. 15 5 2-), as quoted in P. F. Tytler, England 
under the Reignr of Edu.wrd V [. and A! (1ry ••• ( 2- vols.~ London! 1 S39), II~ r48~150 . 

.!i S.P.1)0111., Ed\v. VI, xv, 61 ( 3 Dec. r 5 5 2: ). 

,.. Ibid. t xviH, 1 ( 3 J n. 1 J 5 3 ) ; in Tyt1 er, Engla-n d (note 4 a bo ,Te), IT, 1 s 4- I 5 6. 
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acy. Yet ,ve knn,v of no evidence \Yhich ,vould snggcst that John 
DudJey· had found hin1sclf in any danger because of f2ith in the reign 
of Henry \TIII, even durjng the rnonths ,vhcn the Six Articles ,vere 
spasn1odically enf orccd. It 1s pos~ihle1 ho,vevcr" that he, ,vith 111ost of 
the rcaln1, n1ovcd in his thinking, and in his faith, ,-vith the drift of 
e,Tents and ,vjth his royal sovereign's erratic .s,vings of po}icy and faith 
- that he ,vas in fact an 1-Ienrician politiquc ,vithout any ycry deeply 
jn1beddcd doctrinal concerns, i1t1d that he n1ay h~vc thought hin1self 
in son1e 1ne::1.sure of danger durjng the reactionary periods of his 1nas-
ter's n1oods. All this is at once speculative and tenuous -and seduces us 
not a little fron1 the clear and unequivocal statement of the Duke to 
l1is confidant - and this Cecil 1nost assuredly ,vas - in early 15 5 3. 
But his mcn1ory of his spiritual pjlgrin1age ,vas to be ver)r diff crcnt 
indeed just seven n1onths later, again under circun1stances ,vhich in 
their nature provoke aln1ost coniplcre honesty of statement. ,J/e are 
co1npcllcd by the evidence to sny that on one occasion or the other he 
,vas guilty of a gigantic and a still puzzling falsehood. 

The sudden shift of evangelical opinion regarding Northumberland 
and his religious policy had~ as ,vc have seen., vtounded and frightened 
the Duke+ During the last six n1onths of the l{ing's Jife, too, he ,vas 
under the steady fire of anonyn1ous 1jbels ,vhich accused him of ain1ing 
at the throne or ,vhich denounced his disscn1hling in rcligion.7 It scetns 
certain, too~ that he remained confident of the I(ing's rccoveryr until 
~on1e not precisely ascertainable date, but very probably in February 
or i\1-arch 155 3 .. I-le rcn1ained loyal to the l(ing; there is no evidence 
of any preparation for an alteration of the succession, and he lent ,varn1 
cncouragen1ent to the l(ing>s ,videning concern ,vith political und 
financial affairs. 

'''hcthcr induced by the pressure and vio]ent hatreds that- bore in-
creasingly against hin1 or by his O\Yn physical deterioration, there is 
persuasive evidence that the Duke ,vas rapidly losing his grasp on 
no rrn al ad 111 in is tra ti un and t11 at ] 1 c , v as a r 1 east considering 1 a y ing d O\ v 11 

his burdens of state. In l 5 5 3 Northun1berla11d ,vas just past fifty years 
of age and his health and yigor ,vcrc surely giving ,vay .. A black n1ood 
of depression gripped hin1 at nbout the ttn1e of the death of his favorite 
daughtcr-in-la,v, the ,vif c of An1brose Dudley·~ ,vho "n1crry- as flll) 7 

child could be in the evening" lay dead ,vithin n day fron1 a seizure of 

'1 See J onfan 1 Ed,;.vard V ls 11, 418-4341 for discussion of tt sampEng of these 
s] s nd cro us t r:tc ts. 
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,ca great s,vcat.), a On his rctlirn f ronl a pe"rf nnctory tour of the 
northern Borders, NorrhumLcrland Jetired to his ''little house at Chel-
sea'' ,,~here he ,vas inaccessihle1 ,vhile delegatjng to others po,ver to 
manage a '\veighty and secret affair,'' probably n1eaning the study be-
ing n1ade of the deflationary effect of t\vO recent procla1nations on the 
"fall of 111 oney r n 1-Ic e~cluded hi1nsclf fro,n this in1portant considera-
tion as one '',vho neither h~th understanding nor ,vir rneet for'' rhe 
duty at hand, <'nor body apt to render his duty, as the ,vill and heart 
desireth." e 

This black: rnood of 1nelancholy, this paral)7Sjs of the springs of ac-
don, settling in during the sun1n1er of 155 2., deepened as the Kingts 
il1ness developed and_ as the attacks by the leaders of the evangelical 
Protestants gre\V more strjdent and fearless. From this depression of 
spirit and action, Northnn1herland ,vas never really to rec.:over. Fron1 
his ''hide-a-,vay'' in Chelsea he sought to cxp]ain to Ccc.:il ,vhy he 
absented hin1.~elf f ronl Court and CounciL It ,vas ill health that ac-
counted for his continuing absencc.1° Indeed, the tin1c had con1c to 
seek re]ief from his burdens, to escape athc n1uhitude of cravcrs . + • 

that hangeth no,v daily at n1y gate for n1oncyl' and favors. He found 
no con1f ort at the end of his ]if ct after long cravai] ju lvh1 ch he had 
served faithfully ,vhcn health permitted.11 Andt ,v hile this n1ood stjl l 
gripped hin1, he professed to his young friend~ Cccj], his absolute 1oy·-
a1ty to the Kingi-,vhich trust I can confinn n1yself 115 h11111bly· as any 
subject upon the earth~ u 12 

During the l~st n1onths, then, North un1bcrbnd ,vns sick1 very tired, 
and nln1ost con1pletcl y disillusioned. 1 .. herc \Vas no cvjdencc of thrust-
ing an1bi rion; rather there is con1 pelli ng cvjdencc that he ,vished to lay 
J1is burdens do\vn .. He lent fu1] cncouragcn1ent to the I(ing to assun1c 
increasing rcsponsibiliticsi ,v hilc in these 111onths he 111ust h~ ve been 
further thrust into n1elancholi-a because of his sovereign's ,vann sup-
port of the evangelical party jn the realm. There ,vas no treason, no 
hint of vaulting ambition, no c]inging to the suhst~nce of po\vcr during 
those tortured later months \vhen the serious nature of Ed,vardts illness 

.£ S.P JJ01n.) Edw·., 1I) xh\ 3 7 ( I June I 55:.) and 38 ( 2 June 15 5 2 )4 
"i I·Ii\·1 C~ S.rlisburJ' A1SS., I, 101-102 (:. 3 Nov. 1 s 52). 
10 lVe ha,Te reckoned thar during the last full year of the King 1s Jife Northun1bcr-

bnd "'as at Court for not quite a third of the time (Jordan~ Eduwrd V !, II, 496) 
11 S.P.Dom., .,.Tiii, ,. ( 3 Jan. 15 .5 3} j in Tytkr, England (note 4 above), 

}l1 i55, 
i 2 S.P .Do1n.i JI.d,,;,T_\if i xviii, 9 ( 13 Jan. l S 53). 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXIII, Number 2 (April
1975)

Harvard Library Bulletin 
becan1c only too evident. The i111pcrious tone and language ,vcrc gone+ 
Norrhun1bcrJand, prohab]y ((fully sensing that he had ru]ed bad]y 
and \V~s hated by n1ost 1ncn of the rcaln1~ ,vishcd in his heart to lay . 
do\vn those soycreign tasks to ,v hich he had once aspired) hut ,vhich 
,vere no,v his sore burdcns.n 13 

But these ''sore burdens~, Northun1bcrland ":rns never able to lay 
do\vn, \vhilc to the stcadiiy failing health of the l(ing there ,vas nO\V 
added the crushing burden of treason as the Duke lent his f uH support 1 

,vhc;ther reluctantly or not, to Edlvnrd~s dc:'-tcrn1inntion so to alter the 
succession as to cx:c]udc [\i1 ary ~f udor f ron1 the throne. The succession 
,vas in Ju"1 established in the order of Ed,vard, i\ilary, and Elizabeth., 
subj cct to such restrictions as Henry \ 1III 1night by ,viH or letters 
patent place on it. 1--fcnry's ,\rill had confirn1cd the order 3nd extended 
it in such ,vise ~s to cover \\'hat nn1st have scen1ed the \Vildcst of j111-

prohabilitics: to the three Grey sisters by seniority~ nnd then to their 
cousin~ l\1argarct C]ifford. Ed,vard, so far as ,ve kno,v ,vithout taking 
legal or conciliar advice, ,vas convinced thrtt the Hcnrician precedent 
enabled a reigning n1onarch to devise the cro\vn by \vill, quite jgnorjng 
the fnct that l-Icnry's o,vn po,\·crs \Ycrc specifically vested in hin1 by 
Act of llarlian1ent~ thnt as a 1ninor he cou] d not <lra,v a valid ,vill, and 
that it \Vas treason to ch2nge the order of succession so caref uHy set out 
in his f arher' s ,viH. 

At an uncertain date, but possibly :1s early as January or February 
15 5 3, Ed,vard had drafted in his (nvn hand a Devise of the cro"'n, 
setting aside the clain1s of his t\VO sisters., because of his fanatical dc-
termin-ation to bar the l~o1nan Carho]ic i\1ary f rotn the throne. 1"his 
draft of the lJe-vi.se therefore ordered the succession in his o,-vn 111alc 
heir, and then in the non-existent heirs n1ale of five coHatcr:11 descen-
dants of Henry \ 11.TI: Frances, Duchess of Suffolk; her three daughters, 
Jane, C2thcrtne, and Iviary; and lVlargaret C]i.ff ord. l""hcu, son1e ,veeks 
later; ,vhcn it ,vas clear that his death ,vas not far off, his deter1nination 
,vas-2cco1nplished by a single insertion in the docurnent of rhe phrase, 
"to the Lady J anc and her heirs n1alc~+ '' Thus the cto-\Vll. ,vas lcf r to 
Jane Grey . . 

,,,e find no evidence that the fatcf ul n1arriagc of the L~dy Jane 
Grey to Guildford Dudley had been arranged hy Northun1bc1~1and 
in order to gain assistance for a contetnplatcd assault on the hnv of 
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the succession. 'I~his \VJS to be a n1atter \V hi ch ,YaS in the 111ind of the 
King. Dudley '\':=IS rather scckingi in the sixtccnth-ccntur)· tr::.1dition, 
to provide tnorc solid bases for the ,vealth and position of his fnn1ily4 
Thus, one of hi~ sons had been tnnrried to Sonlcrsct's daughter in 15 50 
despite the deepening anin1osity het\\~ecn the t,vo fathers. In 155 2 

Northun1bcrland had sought ~1argaret Cliflord as a bride for his rc-
n1aining unn1arried son~ Guildford~ though the Earl of Cun1bcrh1nd 
ref used his consent despite the intervention of the l{ing and Privy 
Council on the Dudley bchnlf. His personal al1iancc ,vith the Duke of 
Suffolk ,vas grcat1y strengthened by the 1narriage ~rranged bet\Yeen 
Suffolk~s daughter~ the I.-ady Jane Grey, and Guildford Dudley, ,vhile 
hjs daughter Catherine ,vas to be ,vcddcd to l ... or<l Hastings. Andl 
finnll);, to knit n1ore firn1ly the fan1i]y alli~nces jn the Privy Council~ 
Catherine Grey "\Yas to be joined \Vith Pe.rnbrokc,s son, Lord Iierbert. 
'"'hile the prclin1inary discussion and ,vrangling had been begun sonic 
,vccks bcforc 1 \Vith the full kno\-vlcdgc and approbation of the l(ing, 
these tortuous negotiations ,vcrc · brought to conclusion in a triple 
1narriage on 2 1 lviay 1 5 s 3. '''jth this interlocking nctv-.rork of n1ar-
riagcs the arriviste N orthurnbcrland h~d con1plctcd the high p]acing 
of his f an1il)r; no n1ore than that, ,vc n1a y ,vith sotne con fide nee believe, 
,vas for the titne-being intendcd.14 

Then, about three ,vecks before his no,v in1mincnt death,, the King 
con1nlanded the presence of the Chief Justice and the la,v officers 
before hin1t handing then1 the altered De1vise ,vith instrnctions to draft 
it as his forn1al ,vill. '''hen l\1ontaguc and his colleagues protested that 
this ,vould be to dr~,v thcn1 into treason, it ,vas the King hin1sclf ,vho 
applied jncxorah]e pressure on thcn1 to obey, and in sixteenth-century 
England the subject did not defy the direct con1n1and of his sovereign. 
1--hc judges did 2s they ,vere bidden, 1Vluntague confessing that, Hbcing 
in great f car as ever I \v-as in 1ny life before, seeing the King so earnest.,', 
he rcsol \Ted to obe)r but to hJvc no part in the execution of the docu-
1ncn t.J Then it \Vas th:1t the reluctant Crantncr., the J,.,ord ChnnccHor, 
the Privy Council, t\VCllt)r-t,vo peers of the rcaln1, the Lord ~1ayor 
of L.ondon and the aldern1cn, ]cading London n1crchantsJ and all other 
nota blcs ,vho could be found ,vcrc drngooncd by the King to endorse 
the docun1cnt, protnising ''by our onths and honours to observe, fully 

u Sc~ ibid. 1 lI 1 5 r r~5 r6 1 ,vhere ,ve h~,Tc d1scussed the evjdcnce and the chrono1ogy 
more fully~ 

J~ HA·IC, AfSS. of Lord A1 ontr.gu of Be~1tdieu, pp. 4-5. 
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pcrforn1, and keep'J the ordering of the succession as con1n1anded by a 
dyjug and hysterical n1onar ch, ,v ho ,v-as resolved that the Princess 
l\1ary should be barred from the thronc. 1ll 

\~' c can never kno,v ,vith certainty - too n1uch evidence ,,.ras de-
stroyed, too little recorded in these tumuhuu11s days ,vhcn the l(ing 
,vas dying~ but the sources ,vhich ,vc do have suggest rnost strongly 
that the decision to alter the suc-cc~sion ,vas the King's and that North-
urn hedand found hin1sclf ovcr\vheln1cd by a ''gigantic treason~' and 
facing predictable disa.stcr ,vhcn he undertook to carry out the I(ing's 
jmph1.cabJc resolution. The Duke ]u1d kept 1\1ary apprised of the pro-
gress of tl1c King's illness ::ind sccn1s to the very end tu have assu1ncd 
that the succession ,,,.ou ld fol loYv the prcscri ption of Henry ,,r JI~ 
Northun1berland organized no conspiracy, for ,vhich he had a.hvays 
demonstrated lively talents; he did not undertake to nu1rshal the iun1ed 

+ 

{ orccs, he kne\v that the syn1pathy nnci support of a n1ajority of the 
Council could not be conn red on~ ·and he ,vas quite unto1.1ched hy the 
religious preoccupation \vhich rnadc his sovereign so ovcr\vheln1ingly 
resolute during the c]osing days of his life. Rather he sought to do the 
King's ,vill and in so doing n1ired hirnself in an a\vful treason. 17 

The end., so of ten a1read y bruited about in l.iondon~ carne for Ed-
,vard on 6 July ,·vhen, supported jn ·Henry Sidneyis arnls~ he uttered 
his last \Yords; "I -an1 fa.int~ Lord ha,,.e n1crcy upon r11e 1 and take n1y 
spirit/' The public unnouncernent ,vas dc]aycd for nvo days ~o the 
Council col1ld n1akc its disposittons and jf possible apprehend i\11ary, 
\vho i\varned by a friend" had on 3 July fled fro1n her scat at Hunsdon 
(Hcrts) to KcnninghaH (Norfolk) v.rhcrc she could rely on the sup-

l!I John Gough Nicho]st Literary Reuu,in.r of Ki'ng Ed1v1u-d tbe Sh·th (Rox-
hurghe Club 1 2 vols. 1 London, 1857; reprint, Ne\v ·~.._7 ork, [ 1964] ), IJ, 57"i-:;7 3. Cccili 
\vho had been mysteriously ill for some dine, ,vas commanded to attend and lent 
hi~ rel u ct~ n t .sj gn l tu re. "\ ,, ith ch ara etc r j sti c p rn den cc I, c 8!Ssemh1 t d a mcrnoran<l u 111 
in nYcnty-two J1caJ:;., ~x~using his beha vjor, suggesting thilt v..-hiic lending non1inal 
support to NorthucntJcrhnd he \V:lS actively engaged jn r~ising strength for the 
Prince£s A·1ary. He had revealed to Arundd, Petre, and Darcy his intcndou [0 
flee., h 'J. ,·i ng be.en reminded by C 11 c: l{ e tl 1at So era tes, ('being j n pris on 1 ,va s o fl crcd to 
escape and flee and yet he "'ould not. 1 rc~d the di-alogue, whose reasons indeed 
did st~y n1er"' Cecirs confcn::nccs and 1nachinadons may certainly be d~ted just 
before ~nd j u~t fter: Nottht11nherland',i;; departure for Enst Anglia on r 4 July 
(La11sdtnn1c i1S.l 04~ f. 1). See also Nunriaturberichte m~s IJeutschland 1 1 533~1559 
... , XIII ( 1;d, Heinrich Lut~] "l\jbingcni c959)~ 3r4-315: D:lnni no to 1\.1f ont~, Rt·ns-
sel.s, 1 5 July 1 5 5 3. 

l1 I-fere \Ve fo1lo\\' Jordan, Edward V l, llj 5 c4-,P 7. 
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port of po\Ycrf11l gentlerncn andJ as jn1portantly, be near the co-ast if 
she \Vere compelled to take refuge abroad~ In I.Jondon on 8 July the 
Council con1n1anded the sheriffs and justices of the ne2rby counties to 
assc1nble their f orccs in order to ~'preserve the rcaltn f rotn the tyranny 
of foreign ,vars'' nnd to "stand f~st" in def cncc of the late I(ing's order-
ing of the succcssion. 18 T ,vo days later the l_.ady Jane, aln1ost against 
her o,vn ,vill, Yvas taken from Syon House by ri\Ter to the T o,vcr, 
\ 1;rhere in the presence of Northu1nber]andJ Pcn1broke, Northampton, 
Huntingdon 1 und Arundel she ,,ras f orn1nHy told of th-c chnngc in the 
succession~ 1"'he household troops ,vere in1n1cdiately s,vorn to hcl\ the 
in1 pcrial a1nbassador ,vas inforn1e<l" and thjs shy., though prccuc:iou~, 
girl ,v~s hastily proclain1ed as Queen, \Vithi npparcntly, little visible 
sy-inpathy in London. 1fJ 

}__.ate in the same fateful day ( 1 o Ju1y) nc,vs reached I.}ondon that. 
j\-"lary had safely arrived in E:lst Anglia and that ~he had already pro-
clntmed herself Queen, called on the nobility for their support, ~nd 
inforn1cd the En1pcror of her need of his assistance and protection. 
1 .. his the Council countered on the next day by a sharply ,,Torded letter 
inforrning her of Jane's succession as con1n1~nded by- the l'Jtc King's 
\"vill1 and as endorsed by the Council and n1ost of the nobility of the 
rcg.1111.. Lest her nctions and presence stir the "baser sort of people, t, 
she ,vas further \\Yarned that N orthun1herland and N ortharnpton \vould 
short1)T proceed '\vith a convenient force unto the parts of Norfulkn 
to secure obedicnce. 20 But late on the satne dav Northu1nbcrland n1ust .. 
have been sore1y disturbed by the ne\vs froin his sons, ,~rar,vick and 

J.3 fli\1C, Sevent/J Ncport1 App., p. 609 ( l'\1olyncux 1\1SS.), thi~ copy being ad-
dressed to Surrey. 

l\l John Stow~ T/Je Annnles, or Generan C/:Jronitle of E1,ghmd ... (London, 
1565 1 1615 ), p. 61 o; LcoHhan1 Enne1~, 14 l)cr hansisch~ Syndikus 1-3:ctnrich Sudcr-
111-a.ntt ans l{oin . .," H ansiscbe G1?.rcbiclJabltittcr., \ 71 ( 1876), 45-46; Rstiennc Perlin, 
Dercripi""ion des roya-ubne~ d"/Angletcrre et diEscoHe (P~ris 1 1558; repdnte,1 by 
Ilo-wyer and J\,.jchols, London, , 77r; Engllsh tn1nslation in A'11liquarian Repertory') 
~aT F. Grose ~nd T. Aske~ 1\7 lLondoni 1809]) 502~514), pp. 14-16. Perlin, a young 
tt:dc~;::1.~tic ind physid~n,. ,\·as vishing in l .ondon during thesl! criticJl cfays. He 
noi::ed th.u: the procla.111adon of Queen Jane \\T;,1.J; 1n~dt:: ::rln10.1,t co\renly. Tht people 
rJneither made any gn~at feast.s1 nor expressed -any ~rc.1.t cnthusi-asm, nor \Vas one 
bonfire n1-;ide" jn London. Perlin \1/~s critical too of the amazing lassitude of 
Nonhu1llhc:rl~nd, "\1Jhosc only chance of prevailing \VJS to dispense coin to -the 
people and tl ten to n1 ov c i nnnc di~ tel y aga t 11 st l\·f-a t y. J nstea rl~ the Duke :.1110,ved 
himself to be talcen jn a craven fashion, and :as result found hirnsclf in the hand., 
of tl 1 c hangman. 

Cotton l\1SS.t G~lba 1 xji, f. 150. 
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Sir Robert, "rho had been sent I or,vard "rith sn1all force of )ight 
horse to intercept lvI ary; that on thci r first contact ,~.rith troops n1oving 
to l\1ary's defence~ their o,vn band had suffered heavy desertions and 
hnd been con1pe.lled to ·w•ithdra\\:r in the face of superior po,ver. 21 

The Council ,vns severely shnken, too, hy :ldvices received on 1 2 and 
1 3 July thal the great gen de f atnilies of Norfolk and Suffolk had de-
clared for l\Jary and that forces ,vcrc gathering in her na111e~ and under 
po,vcrf ul gentry and peers, in scattered parts of England+ Parrjcularly 
on1inous ,,,~s the rep-ort that Sir Ed"'"ard Hastings ,vas raising Bucking-
h~u11shire and Oxfordshire for the Princess -and that the lusty Sir Peter 
Carc\\7 had proclain1cd lier in Devonshire. The fact \V3S, as the Council 
no,v sensed, thgl n quite spontaneous, and rapjdly spreading, n1ovc111cnt 
,v::ts under ,vay to ]end anncd support 1 not so 1nuch out of loyalty to 
i\1ary as to the ordered succession as ordained by I-Icnry \TIII ,vith 
the of Par1ia1nent. Lcgitin1ism ,vas about to triun1ph in 
England. 

Just a \\Peek after the King's dertth it ,vas evident ro Northulnher-
land and the Council that ::-ny hope for the peaceful succession of the 
l,ad) 7 Jane ,vas gone. On tlrn. t day too jt " =-as the Duke's a~-sessnlent that 
in and near London tl1erc ,vas sufficient f orcc under con1n1n.nd, con1-
poscd mostly of the prof cssion2l b2nds of the eoncili-a.r nobility i to de-
f eat the undiscip]ined and ]ightlr arn1cd forces as yet ~t i\1ary's dis-

r T 

posaL But Norrhun1bcrland knc\v full ,vcH that the Council ,vas 
deep]y divided on policy, that .sevcr<ll of its n1en1bers ,vere untrust-
,vorthy1 and that the three Councillors n1ost experienced in con1n1and 
(Bedford, Pc1nbrokc 1 and Shrc,vshury) had ::,.ll expressed their opposi-
tion to the a1tcration of the succcssionr The fact is that there ,vas no 
one an1ongst his colJcagucs on the Council ,v hon1 he quite d8red des-
parch ,vith the force av::iih,hle, lvhi]e he undersroocl full ,vell the risk 
of betrayal should he take the field conunand as aH of the Council 
consistently 11rged. 

1"'hcre ,vas) iudeed, no other recourse~ and once Nortnun1bcr1and's 
nlind ,-vas made up1 on 1 3 July, he ::icted ,v1th hjs accustotned vigor. 
His retinue asseinbled -at Durhan1 Place~ the ,vagons ~nd arn1~· ,vere 
broken out, and Ne\vn1arket \vas design:=ttcd as the assen1b]ing point for 
troops to be sent for,vard by .. his colleagues in the Council. 22 '''hi]c his 

Robert Dudlry\ farce nun1hc-red 300 to 400 ~~orse. 
tr:i StO\Vt A11mr!er (note 19 abo\·e)") p. 61oj Tbe Diary of II enry AJar.hyn ... 

fro111 A.D~ 15 so to A.D. 1563, ed. J. G. J'\l1chols (C'J.mden Soc. XLll, Landoni 1848), 
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force ,-v<1s gathering, Northu1nberland held his last 1nccting ,vith the 
Council, ren1jnding thenl that he ]ef t his f ~111ily and his f ortunc in 
their care. I-I e trusted their honor. I-Ic exhorted thcn1, \Ve arc told, 
I . . G d' d f "'f f 1 . ' ,, t 1at 1t \Vas n1 o s cause an ron1 car o t 1c paplstry s re-entrance 

that thcv ,vcrc driven to arn1s. The Lords once n1orc assured hirn of 
their fid ... clity, to ,vhich he replied ,vith that grir11 hu1nor for ,vhich he 
\Vas kno,vn, '"I pray God it be so . . . let us go to dinner.)' That night 
the forces 1verc n1ustcrco, and on the 14th the Duke set out f rotn Lon-
don ,vith about 600 n1cn, Gates f oHo,-vjng bin1 closely ,vith 5 oo in his 
con1n1and 1 and the artillery und supply train j D n1otion little later. ~:i 

In 1111, it sccn1s sure, Northun1bcrland scr out ,vith a force not exceed-
ing 2 ,ooo horse., and \\rith not n1orc than J ~ooo foot in tratn, to ,vhich 
another r,ooo foot ,vas added on the n1~rch, ,vhile the scouting party 
so il1 con,n1anded by his sons h-ad shrunk in number to about 300 tnen. 
In tota1') then., his strjking force an1ounted to not 111uch n1orc than 
4.,300 troops., many, as it pro\Tcdi of dubious ]oyalty. On this strange 
venture into treason, briHiant field general that he ,vas 1 Northun1bcr-
land n1ust have knu\vn that his .std king force ,vas ,vocf ully inade-
qua.tc.24 

J\t1oving rapidly along the Great North lload, Northun1hedand 
reached \~1arc 1atc in the evening and paused there n1ost of a <lay'.I 
\Vaiting for his train to co1nc up 3nd also, and quite -vain]y, for the :first 
of the county levies to join htn1. h1steadi he had the alanning report 
that IJiastings ,vas n1oving out of Buckinghamshire ,vith a po\verful 

p. 30~ TIJe Cbrn11icJe of Queen )rme rtnd of 1',u,o Years of Queen A1 ary ... ,. ed. 
J. G. Nichob (C,irndct1 Soc. XL \ 7llli London, l 850), pp. 5--6. 

!st. I bid., pp. 6--8) Sto\1i.T, A111Jnles (note 19 above) 1 p. 6n; i\1achyn. DinTy (note 12 

abov·c ), p. 36. 
~.1.111c cstii11ate~ of the size of N orthumberland 1s ~rmy Yary ,~·ild1j\ as is usu~Hy 

the case \Vjth sixteenth-century stati~tic:s. The imperfaJ amba$sador in London, 
\Vhosc intelligence "'"as re Hable, on 19 July placed his- rstimatu at 1 ~ooo · horse and 
3,000 f not. He thought h1aryts foUo,vers to be n1ore numerous ( Cal.S.I'.Sp.111."' 
Xii 93-96)+ A Hanse-atic agent placed the number at 5,000 horse :1nd 101000 to 
11 1000 foot 1 notiElg that in his bagg11ge the Duke car-:-jcd nvo ,cKarrcn mit struppcni' 
in order to h:ang thoso ,.,_rho lent support to j\-h.ry (Enr.icn1 i'Dcr l1artsischc Syndllrw/i 
[note 19 al10\·c], pp. 45-46}. Burnet pfa.c:cs the toud nun1hcr Ju the IJnkc's c:01n1n:1nd 
at zi"lOO horse ~nd 6tooo foot ( Gilbert Durnet, 7"/Je HistorJ' of ibe Ref ornmtion of 
tf.Je Cburch of Eugla11d1 ed. Nichofa.s Pocock [7 vo1s.1 Oxford, 1865 J, IT, 383 ),. ,vhilc 
Con1mendonc 1 an Italian papal :1gent in London, thought the Duke had ta ken i,500 

horse ~nd 8/i~)u foot \vhcn lrn .i;ct out fro1n London (Giovanni Fraru.:esco Co1n-
'mcBdonc,, Successi dclfo attioni dd regno d 1lugbiltcrrn ... , in C. V~ l\1c11fauj1 1~be. 
Accession .. of Jf ary l'udur . . . [Barcelona, 1956], p. 14). 
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force of 4,000, ,vhic.:h \Vas nu\v to hang on the rear of Northn1nbcr~ 
]and 1s anny. Protestant Coventry and Gloucester had declared for 
lvlnry, ,Yhilc even Bishop I-looper, the 111oraJ leader of the cvange}i-
cal party, had despatched tnen to i\1~ry1s aid. Even n1ore orninons., 
indeed decisive, ,vfls the nc,vs that Nor,vich had dcc]ared for i\-1ary1 ... 
follo,vcd almost in1n1ediutely by thf: unsctding jnreHigcnce that six 
,varships lying off .. Yarn1outh to forestall any atternpt at flight hy 1\1ary 
h::1d dec]ared for her, proy·jding hcav,T ordnance and :l thous~nd n1en to 
A1ary's cause.:?6 Norrhumber]and nonetheless pre~sed on to Cg1nbridgc 
\v·hich he. reached on Sunday, 16 July .. There he asked for the prayers 
of the University and there~ at his request, \ 1ice~Chancellor Sandys 
prc~ched in support of the alteration in the ~ucccssion. On the day 
f ollo,ving, Northutnberland n1ade -an irresolute march on Bury St. 
Edml1ndsj but could press no further since his force ,vas shaken by the 
quite false run1ors that in l\1ary's battle ca1np there \Ycre already 3~,000 

n1cn ,vith more thousands on their_ ,vay. '~'ith his o,vn tiny army no,v 
deserting in considerable nun1bcrs, the Duke fell back on Cambridge 
and his ruin. 2a 

During this brief period of Northumbcrla.nd's feeble cff ort untl 
gro\ving paralysjs of strcngtl1~ the Council in London \Ya~, if possible, 
even more undecided: it ,vas fron1 the 111omcnt of Northu1nber]andts 
<lcp::trturc fron1 I.Jondon f acrjon-rid<lcn. and f aith]ess. Of all its rne111~ 
hers, only poor Suffolk., ,vho ,vas Jeft in con1111nnd of the T o\vcr, 
rcruaincd in his confused ,vay loyal to the alteration of the sncce~sion 
,vhich the ]ate K ingJ and no-\v the Duke., sought to itnpose on the 
Council and the re.ah11. I-Ie had risked ·n1l1ch: tl1e; life and fortune 

7·; The Vittoria Jf i:itory of the Cmou;· 1Jf Biu:.J.,}n.gblnH, eil. ,,,.illfatn P::ige (4 
Yo]s .• London! r905~19i7)~ 1v·] 527; Stu\~\ AnntJJes (,iutc 19 ahovc), p. 61 Ij Cbronicle 
of Quu··n J aue (note "). "l- above ) 1 pp. S-9; Chronicle of tlJe Grey Friars of London, 
c-d, J. GT Nid101s-(C~nJdcn Sue:. J.JU. LotHlon, r-85 i.) i p. Ri\ suggests ( erroneolJs]y) 
that the halt at '''arc \\':lS for four or frve day.s. . 

:::; Stow, A1urnlcr (note 19 :1bove)~ p. 61 J; Cal.S.P.Span., XI, 91~9i~ 94. J\.ccording 
to a l~ter ( cady , 555) recapitulation of events, h·fary had h(:cn prndai1ned at Bury 
at ]east a.s -tar]y il~ 12. July; ne,Ys of '\'t·hat hurly-but1y 1 ' N orthrnnhcrJand had made 
jn Smithfield reached Lincolnsl.ire \lrhilc ]ie wns sdll en route to Cambridge, and 
orders to 1nustcr forces for his support ,~'ere flouted. And l\-1ary ,v~s reported to 
have sent the D11 ke a 111 essa ge that ~he t, \V ou 1d give hill I his brcakf :1st, dinner, and 
supper. And jf that: \\'ould um: scn·c, her grace had a tnlbme to bite him liy the 
back n - p re;suma bl y a reference to Sh re \Vshu ry\ ·who had opposed the a ltcra t1 on 
to the succession. (Frtdcric l\1adde.n~ uPdition of Rich~,d Ttol1ghton ... relating 
to thr Sh~rc 1\1kcn Lr 1 J Jtn jn the D Lt lee of Norrhurnhcrbnd 1s Plot.'' Arch,.reologia! 
XXIII [183 r ]. I 8-46.) 
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of his daughter, the Lady Jane, ~nd his o\vn per.son in ,vh'Jt no,v seetned 
to be a truly desperate gamble. The pri1nc rntnters in the deliberate be-
trayal of Northun1bcrland ,vcrc Pcn1brokcl ,vho co111t11andcd great 
personal and miJirary po\\'cr 1 and the E~rl of Arundel, ,v ho had been 
steadily hu1niEated and badgered by the Duke. Both n1cn had signed 
the alteration \\'"ithout kno\vn protest, hut Northun1hcrland had sea.ree-
l y c]earcd the City lin1its bcf ore the r,vo earls secured their re lease f ron1 
Suffolk's control of the T o\vcr, n1a hing their ,vay to Pen1brokc's Lon-
don house) Tiaynard's Castle., ,vhcrc the conciliar intrigues ,vcrc hcrc-
~ftcr centered. 

·vvhen ne,vs reached London that Northurnbcrland h-;I<l failed cu1n-
plctcly· in the field and that the Earl of Oxford had no\V ; oined !\1ary 
,virh his force, Arundel found courage to denounce (and renounce) 
the IJuke in a hasti]y assen1b}ed g~thcdng of the Council at Pcn1brokc's 
house. He subn1itted that thcv a\J, ,vhcthcr from fear or choice, had 

,J 

fallen into a great error. Though Nurthun1berlan<l had irnprisuned hin1 
and had rcall y sought his life, he nonetheless nO\V f clt required to 
speak for "the .s~f cty of the co1nn1on\vealth -and liberty of this ktng-
do1n.n Northurnberland, he ~nhn1itted~ c~red nothing either for the 
kingdon1 or for rrnc religion. A-lary, -as they aH kne\\\ possessed the 
just and la,vful title to the t hroner ,v I1crcas N orthun1bcrland \vgs 1novcd 
by no other n1otive th an a thirst for po,\~cr. 1"'hcy· of the Councj 1 \,rcrc 
,vrongly persuaded to attmnpt -Jn a]tcration in the succession~ 1-0 
rectify the 1nistake into Yvhich they h"dd hccn drt1\vn ,vou1d not prove 
difficult~ even though '\he On ke be no,v in c1.rn1~/"' for these ::inns Hbe 
at our con1n1~nd111ent, if ,vc trust ourselves." This ,vns aH the n1ore so 
hc<.:ause '~the greater part of his arn1y has forsaken hi 111. ~., They must 
r.cctif y their O\vn n1istikc an<l sin by ]ending their }oyalty to fvlary, for 
other\vjse the country \vill he plunged into a bloody civil ,v::1r ,vhich 
,vill in turn bring foreign in tcrvcntion into English affairs.!n-

1 n this e loqucnt plea Arundel en J oycd the f u H ~1nd ,,chc111cnt support 
of Pembroke, -as ,vcU as the approval of su<.:h CounciHors present at the 
n1ccting as Shrc,vsbury, Bedf ord 1 Cheyney, Paget! lvlasun, and Petre. 
Furthermore,, the Lord lVL1yor, the sheriffs~ and such aldcrn1cn of 
London as could be gathered on an houris notice lent their su pporr to 
the propo~~l th:l.t l\1ary he proclaimed in London on that very day., 

71 R.oyal Jv1S.J 7.A.ixj ss qnote:d by J. G. Nicho}~, ILThc J_.jf C or 1-lcnrre Fit-z-
aUen, Last Earle of ArundeH .. .,'' Gentle,um/s- A1trg,12ine~ ClH::2 (1833)t 1 l9""-J 2:0; 

l\1alfattit Accession (note :24 above). pp. 14-17. 
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1 9 J n ly. The procla1nation ,vas accordingly draf tcd, and the Councit 
,vith the l\11ayor and his brethren ~ttcnding, rode at once ro the Cheap 
,v here, ,vhi le ir ,vas being rcad1 the noise of the asse1nblcd cro\vd. ,vns 
so greit that the ,vords cou]d not be he1rd. In the evening of this 
n1enlor-ahle day Arundel and llagct, acco111p~1nicd by thirty horscl set 
out to inf orn1 1'1Iary of 1Yhat had happened~ \vhilc the Councj] and the 
Lord ~1ayor, ,vith his brethren, 111oved to St. Paul's ,vherc a Te Deu111 
,vas sung. 2 ~ 

The tension ,vas broken, the n1ounting crisjs had been suddenly re-
Jaxed, and all men sensed that England had averted the a\vful danger 
of a civii ,var ·nniniatcd by religious causes. \~7hen ne,vs of the Council~s 
action reached the streets there ,vas ,vh~t can only be described as a 
spont::ancous exp1osion of joy and a celebration that rocked the City 
thro\1ghout the night. 

111 the City of gfad London., procbi1ncd 1nost joyfully 
,vhcrc caps and sth .. er plenteovs1y alJout the streets did fly; 
The greatest joy and nlost gladness that in this rcahn 1night be .... 
Such cheer "\V~S n1ade in every ~treet ~s no nrnn c,111 express, 
In setting forth ,vjnc 8n<l p1cnty of n1cut and fires of n111ch g1adness. 2~ 

Joy, ,ve are inf or1ned hy 1nany .sources, knev.r no bounds and for this 
fleeting 1non1ent Protestant found hiniself separated not at aH fro1n 
Catho]ic= 

The number of caps thnt ,vere thro,,~n up • . • \\'ere not to be told. The Earl 
of Pc1nbrokc thrc,v ~,~·ay his cnp full of fangclots. ~0 I sa,·v rnysdf n1oncy ,vas 
thro,\'11 out at ,vh1do,vs for joy. The bonfires ,vere ,vithout nurnber~ :ind ,vhat 
,vith shouting ~nd crying of the people, and ringing of the lH.~llsi there could 
no one hear aln1ost ,vhat another s-:1id, besides b~nquetings and singing in the 
streets for joy. 

Even the discreet Hanseatic dgcnt felt it appropriate and diplorn::ttica.lly 
s::1fe to break out t\vo casks of ,·vine, "rhile a clerk in the V cnctirtn 
ernbassy teHs us that in the streets '~n1en ran hither and thither, bonnets 

.!!.=.: Sto"·, Annalr; (note r 9 ~ho,Te ), pp. 611-6 i 2; A Cbronicle of E'llgland during 
tl1e Reigns of tbe 1~udan· ... by Charles TVriotbrrley .•. , ed. ,, 7• D. HanliJton~ 
II ( C"md en Soc. n .s. XX, London! 1 S 7 7 ) 1 8 8-89; CtJ l.S .P .S P~112 ., XI! 9 5--96. Pn rsons 
rells us that both A.rundel 3Dd Paget \lrgcd \lpon :\1aty th~ ,·ic,v that }..lorthumher~ 
hnd should not be pardoned C:~Tho :i\1e1noin; of Fa.th er llobc:rt Pe-rsonst ed. J. H. 
Pollcn 1 C.'1.tholic Record Society: ~1 iscelle.11etr .. II tLondon, 1906], 54-56). 

An Invecthn agt1inJt Tre(t;on ( r553); printed jn Hyde:r E. Rollin!i1 Old E11glirb 
Ballads-1 1 s 53-162 s . . . ( Ca1nbridge: liarv~rd Unjversity Prcssj 1910 ), p. 6. 

00 An '""English pkce coined at Pads by Henry ,i]" (OED). 
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fle,v into the air, shouts rose higher than the stars, fires \Vere lit on all 
sides, and aH the hells ,vcre set a-pealing, and f ram 11 distuncc the earth 

. . looked like a l\1longibello f sic] D (i.e., i\1t. ]~tna). 3 l 

l\,1-ean,vhilc Northun1berlnndi in C~1nbrjdge 1 his force fllready gre8.tly 
reduced, \V:Js receiving discountged notes { rotn the Council, cli1naxed 
at abont 5 p.111. on 20 July by the catastrophic intelligence that Queen 
lViary had been proclain1cd in London by his col1cagucs. '''ithin an 
hour, too, orders ,-rcrc received in c~nibridgc, addressed to the n1ayor 
and other officjals, that they n1akc the proclan1ation for l\1ary i1n-
n1ediately, ,vhile in a separate n1cssage the Council sought to expiain to 
Northutnberl-Gnd the co1npelling reasons for this volte face and re~ 
guircd hin1 to conf orrn his o,vn conduct to their o,vn. After a hurried 
consultation ,vith his closc~t con1pnnions in the fic}d-i including I-I unt-
ingdon~ Ciintonl and Lord Grey, the Dn kc indicated that he had 
dctennined to oflcr no resistance to the con1n1and of his conciliar 
brethren. Rather! the proch1n1at ion of Queen i\111ry· ,vas read in 
Northun1berland"s presence, "'"hi1e his son (\\ 7~r,Yick) and son-in~la\\" 
(Sir Henry Sidney) ,ver~ dispatched post-ha~te to Queen l\1ary in 
order to pledge his suhn1ission and allegiance. During the night it scc1ns 
cert~in th~t Northun1herland ~t ]east contctnplated flight, for ,vhcn 
sorne of the King"'s guard on their o,vn authority arrested Sir John 
Gates, 1atcr to die \Vith the Dukci they sa\v Northun1bcrland fuily 
accoutered and ready for the road~3i 

But N orthumbcrlai1d 1 possibly steadied hy Ed ,vin Sand rs~ dctcr-
tllined neither to olf er rcsistflncc to arrest nor to flee the rcain1. Sandys 
had, indeed, been his 1110s t sensible ~nd fearless confidant during the 
fc\Y days that had elapsed since he had de]ivertd his sermon in support 
of the alteration in the succession. It ,vas thought important to have 

iL J J arl.~·1S.35 3, # 44! L 139j as q uotc~l in Cl:Jroniclc of Quec11 J anc ( note 21 

above), pp. 11-11 i i\·1~chyn) Di.1r:,· ( note 2:2 above), p. j 7, fron1 Cotton A1SS., 
\Titellius 1 F, v, f. 19; lloy~.i ll.1S.17~B.X)i.Tjii; Two London ChroHicfrr fro111 t~Je Col~ 
lectionr of J o/J,i Sto-v;, ed. C. L, Kingsford (C-:lmden i\1isceUanr Xll, London, 
19 ro ) 1 p. :27; P[ ~trus] V"(inccntiusJ, f'il arurtio /Jistorica . . . ( llVfrtcnbctg., 15 5 3] ), 
rcpr1nt~d 1n Simon Sch~rdt Iiistorict1nl opus ..• ( 4 vols. in 3, lh.sclr [ 15747) 1 ll:t 
1883-1889 [ 19ot~1907]; anotl,cr ed.j Scbardil,s redhJivus rive Rennn Gernurnic{lrun1 
scriptores v:rrii .•• (4 \Tois. in 3, Gicsscm, 1673) 1 II, 631---635; Ci1l.S.P.Sp,rn., Xii 108; 
l.\11nHiaturberic/J1e (norc 16 abol'c), Xlll~ 3 2 :z-323, 3 z4-p.5. 

~:i CfJronicle of Queen jffne (note 11 ab rive),. pp. 9-"1 o; Ci1l.S.P.Spcrn., XI, 1 12-113; 
''- 1rjoc:-heslcy! C/Jron1cle ( notn i 8 ..above), 11! 9n; J-Iastings Robinson 1 ed_, OrigbMI 
Letters Relativr to t!Je E11glirlJ Ref onnatioJl ..• ( 2 ,rols., C::1.1nbrjdgei 1846--184 7 ), 
I, 367: Julius Tcrcntfo.nus to ab Ulm.is1 Stra~sburg 1 30 Nov. 1553; 1\lalfo.tti1 A ccesrion 
(note 24 auo\TC )1 pp. 20--23. 
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the scrn1on prjnted in London i1nn1e<liately as a propagand~1 piece. 
Thoinas Lever stood by booted for the journey \vhcn one of the beadles 
entered 1.vjtl1 the nc,vs th8t lvh1ry had been proclairncd. ,/\1hcn arrested~ 
Sandys a(tcn1pted no defence of hin1sclf sgvc to point out that he had 
i, instructions , v a rra n red by th c subs c rip ti on of sixteen counsellors H 

<1nd the assurance that he had founded his sermon squc1rely on the ,\rord 
of God. Thereupon he resigned his office~ surrendered his accounts 
and keys~ and stood ready for the j ourncy to London. Sand ys' s dignity 
and fe::1rlessness stoodt indeed~ in n1arkcd contrast to Nofthu111bcrlandts 
sorr1e,vhat ,vhining submission ,vhen Arundel arrived on 2 1 July1 di-
rectly fron1 the Queen, ,vith orders for his arrest. \\'e are told that 
Northun1berland feH do"~11 on his knees before the Earl rtnd ~'desired 
hin1 to be good to hj1n, for the love of God." He begge-d Arunde1 too 
to renlember that he had ~~done nothing but by the consents of you and 
all the ,vholc Council,'' to ,v hich the Earl replied that he had heen sent 
by the Queen~ ''and in her nan1e I do 3rrest you.'J To the Duke's plea 
for n1crcy~ he could on1y say, '·?v1y Lord ..... ye should have sought 
for 111ercy sooner. I 111ust do according to my con1n1andn1ent . .,, I-le 
then pcr1nittcd Northun1ber]and t,vo hours in ,vhich to pace up and 
do,vn in his ((utter chan1bcr,'' "·hi]e steeling hin1self for the ignomini-
ous jolirncy to London ~nd the To,ver.~~ 

Aru11dcl~ his con1mand being rapidly re.inf arced on the journc}r, left 
Can1bridgc for London on 24 July, ,vith Northu1nbcrlandt three of 
his sons, Hastings, Sandys, Sir John Gates-i Sir Thon1as Paln1cr, and a 
fc,v of the Duke~s lesser fo1lo\vcrs as prisoners of state. Arundel 
stopped at '''are for the night, and then entered London on the after-
noon of the next day, no,v 1cflding a 1nassive guard of 3~000 to 4,000 

1ncn~ n1ostl y ]jg-ht horse and spcrrr-n1cn. Th~ en trance to the City ,vas 
n1ad e through Bjshopsgatc, ,v here tb e l)u kc ,vas con,n -and e<l to take 
off hjs cap and his crin1son robe as a 1nark of respect for the citizens 
and to a void a ltcrcations ,vith the 111. Frotn Bishopsgntc to the T o,,rer 
111/harf 1ncn ,verc standin~ in full harness before every door, to keep in 
order ''all the streets f uU of people., 1vhich cursed hirn and f ,vcrc] 
ca lJjng hjn1 traitor \virhout 111casurc .. " A foreign observer tells us that 
Northu1nbcrland ,,·as suujcctcd to ridicule and curses along the ,vhole 
,vay~ especially f ro111 ,voJncn, bearing a]oft pictures of the late King, 

~::i Ecl-..,vin Sandys, The Seru1ons •. , ed. John Ayre ( Cambrjdge 1 I 841 ), pp. 
ii-Y~ Chronicle of Queen J cme (note 12 abo,·e), pp. 10-11; Grey Frfor.s Chronicle 
(note 25 above), pp. 80--.S [. 
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done in linen, ,vho abused and reviled hitn for the in1agined crin1e of 
having poisoned Ed,vard ,ri. Indcedi one 1-Ianscatic observer felt sure 
the Duke ,vould have been clubbed or stoned to death had jt not been 
for the detern1incd vigil au cc of his gl1ard. AH n1cn sensed the irony 
of events. N orthun1heriand and his f ollovtcrs only n f c,v days earlier 
had left IJondon: 

... 1ike n1cn they "\\·ere, most fearful to h~hold i 
Of force and eke of puissant po\,;,rcr they seemed very strong; 

,v hilc no,v London ,vjrncsscd the con1plcte ruin of the great Duke ,v ho 
stood before thcn1 as a traitor, \vhon1 

The peop]e ,vo1dd in pieces tear, if they tnight lrnvc election; 
The. sa1nc for ,vhom before they prayed, reviled ,vas and cursed, 
.And he that long the s,ving hath S'\vayed ,vas no,v 111ost vile and ;,vorst.34 

II. The Trial 

'~'ithin a ,vcek after Norrhun1herland entered the To\\.rer, the gov-
er111nent had ,vithout difficulty 2rrestcd or detained a total of no 1norc 
than thirty-one persons ,vho \Vere suspected of some share in the 
Duke's clear and overt trcgson. Of these, nine ,vcrc peers of the rcaln1l 
one other, Bcdfordt having been briefly l1cld and qucsrioncd~s:, ]n 
addition, Lady Tane ·Grey and the l)uchess of N orthun1ber]and \Vere . 
detained, as \Vere three of the bishops and the t,vo principal la\v 
officers (i\1ontaguc and Choltnley) ,vho had yielded to Ed,vardls 
co1nn1nnd in the attcnipt to alter the succession. Three of Northun1ber-
land 1s sons and a son-in-hnv ,vere all in1prisoncd~ Such personal hench-
1ncn of the Du kc as Sir John and Sir H cnr.y-Gut es had been take.nl as 
,vcH as Sir Thon1as and Sir Henry lJaln1cr., and the charn1ing· but 
utterly irresponsible Sir John York. All the rest ,verc civil servants 
Eke Che kc or gentry of du hiaus Joya lty. J 11 addition, a consideta hlc 

1 ~ An fnvective (note 29 :.lhovc} 1 pp. 5-7; "\Vriothcstey, Chronicle (note :z.8 abo\·c)l 
Iii 9D---91, G1e y Fr for .r C bro ni d c ( note :2 5 a L o\re), pp. 8o--8 1; l\1ach y n) D inr:,· ( note 
21 abo\'e) 1 p. 38; Tru..10 Lo1)do1l CIJronicltr (note 31 'J.bo,-e)r p. 28~ Cal.S.P.Span., 
Xl, [10 (i7 J~lly r55_~ ); Lnnen~ '~])ct h~115i~chc Syndikus" (note r9 ab0Ye) 1 p. 47; 
Th cod or ll i rschl • 1I·T err G corgc J{ lcf el t un d se inc 7..ci t/' />,.1 e ue preu ss Is-c he Pr(}-
vinz..ra I-U l ii tter) ll ( 1846 ), 170--171 (Ktcfelt ·h~rt hecn sent to T ,ondon c~rl.icr in the 
year as a I-1 a nse repre senta.ti ve). 

~::; They ·were= :r,Yorthurnhcrfond1 Suffolk, Northampton, H untingdon 1 \\T ar"·ick, 
Ferrers 1 Clinton, Cohha1ri] and Darcy. I-lastings had been released by Arundel 
bcf or~ cntcrjng the 1~o\ver. 
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nun1bcr of lesser figures ,vho had f oHo,ved Northu1nberland in the 
fic]d \Vere releasc<l after questioning and ,vcre sent hon1c ,vi th instruc-
tions to observe house arresr unrit fnrrher norice. 3G 

In fnct~ Queen 1\1-a.ry p1·oceeded at the outset of her reign ,vith grca t 
clenH:ncy. In i1 niattcr of d~ ys rc1cases f rorn prison ,vere beglln af tcr 
rather sketchy cxan1inaLions1 ,v hilc on 3 1 July Su IT olk ,vas given his 
release, as "~ere all of Northun1bcrland 1s sons save for Guildford 1 the 
husband of Lad)T Jane Grey .. It v.7as 110,Y bc.con1ing clear that amongst 
the peers only N orthun 1herland and N orthan1pton \Vere to he hrought 
to trial under ch:1rges of trea8on, ,·vhile an1ongst the field c.dlicer.s only 
the Duke"'s hcnchnicn - Sir John Gates -and the irrcprcssihlc, and 
d~1ngcrous, Sir Tho111as Paln1cr -stood in grave peril. Spn1c days 
later! on 16 August, the Queen, in a private audience ,vith ltenard~ the 
senior in1pcrial an1bassador in L-ondon, n1adc it clear that she had no 
intention of bringing the I .1ady J anc to the block, .si nee it ,v~1s no\v 
cstahlhhed that hers '\\r"s not true lllarriage beca llSt' of pic~contr~lct 
\virh ~nother and since she ,v:1s not n ,vil1ing party to the succession 
plot. Renard rcnrn.rl~ed 1nost f avor~hiy on the Quccnis great clcn1cncy, 
but urged that Northan1pton be tried as ,cone of the guilt1cstn after the 
Duke and d1at the t1i1ls and punishn1cnls dctern1incd on he carried 
out pron1ptly. In reply, the Queen 1nused that the E1npcror n1ight 
cycu ,vish her to sp::1rc Northun1bcrlnnd~s life in order to cstab]ish her 
regin1e on the foundations of clerncncy~·'n 

_,,_f o Rcnard:ts considerable annoyance, the Queen \Vas in these days 
also skilfully advised by a papal agent, Giovanni Fr~nccsco Conunen-
donc~ ]atcr to be elevated to 11 car<linaiate. A ,r eneti~n, educated at 
Padua in civil ]a\Y 3nd rhetoric, Con1n1endonc secured ~n appointnicnt 
to the papal household in 1551. He \Yas shortly sent as a junior col-
league of Cardinal Dandino to the In1perial Court, just as the crisis in 
the English succession gathered. ,~7hcn nc,vs of Ed,vard 's de~th can1ei 
he ,vas sent on to England by Dand1no, ,,:rith the f uH approval of the 

:!a T-hus sixteen of Robert Dudkv's follo\VCrs at Lvnn \~•,ere rclc~scd, nnd a nun1ber .. . 
of lesser gentry -..v c :t~ sin1 ply-sent h u me ,vi ti l a ,var 11 in g to ohser\'Q th c p ~ace; D.:i re y 
\VlS quickly released, For instanccs. 1 sec A Collection of Surte Papers-... l~eft by 
lVillim!l Cecil! Lord llurghley ... , J ( t 542 to I r10 ),. ed. s~muel H:.1ynes ( Londun 1 

1 740 )1 16:z; Acts of tbe Privy Couutil of Engfand, ne,v serT, ed. J. R. J).1sent ( 3 2 

vols.~ London, 1H90-1907), TV (lff2-ljj4)i 30.1, 30s, 307, 312. 
~r Cal.S.P.S/h7'1., X_l~ 16S ( 1 n Ang~ 155 3). YVc: kno,v nf nn bas.is for the suggested 

pn.:-contr~ctT Alrc::ul}\ jt is dear! the Queen ,vas depending principally on Renard 
as her n i ost j nti1n a tc -.ad ,Tiser. 
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Reproduced b J:' p enJ1i s:si an of Visco ltn t 
De J.., ~Isle, VC, KG., fron1 bis collection 

tat Pensburst Phrce~ l{ent~ E11giand 
PLA'f.E-: J 

JOHN DUD LEY~ D UKP, OF :--:01n'B lJ 1\-t n E l .. A ND 
(This portr::lit cannot be sub:;t:.1ntfo.ted; its provennnce js unknown.) 
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Fron; tbe origi'irnl in the Public Record 
Oflir.el Loudon (KB z7/ n68) 

PI.ATE Ill 
J\1ICrlA1•:Li\-IAS l{OLL Or' QUl:1::N J\"IAR)\ 29 S1:::PTEt'\IBfR I 5 5 3 

]t h~s been sugg~sted th;it the picture on the right refers to Mary's ~uppres~ion 
of 1''orthumucrbod 1s revolt and to c~thc report that ,,du~n he surrendered, he 
~himself thrc'\,. his cap h1to the air and shouted "vith his nicn for J\'inry\'> 
Erna A ucrb::i.ch, Tudor Artis:tr ( U ni,·crsity of l..-0ndon~ The J\thlune P.rcss, 

1954), PP· 96-97. 
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The Saying of J obn Late Dz1kc of N ortb11111berlanrl 161 

Pope and of C:lrdin~l Pole. f~Jis instructions ,v·crc 11cccss~rily vc1guci 
though he \vas tu seek 011t l\1Iar.v sc~redy, to lend her advice, and to 
inf or111 the p:! p:1cy of dcYelopincnts. Connncn<lonc ]cf t irnn1e<liatcly 1 

proceeding f ro111 Brussels to Gravclincs itnd thence to J_..ondon, being 
accornpanicd by t\\'O '~v2let~/' ,virh -a conllnand of E,nglish ::n1<l French. 
I-Jc quickly arranged secret cont::ict directly ,virh the Queen \vith the 
~ssistance of John Leighi ,vho had been a Rornan Catholic ref ngec in 
llo1ne under Ed \Vard \ 7I -Jnd \V ho had previous! y he.en kno,vn to the 
pnpal agent. In later 111eetings, Queen l\1ary ,vishcd the agent to carry 
a privntc letter to the llopc ,vith a 11 spccdt \l~gjng th~t (~ardinal Pole 
shouid be sent to her. At the snn1c ti111c she suggested that C:onuncn-
done dclny his dcp'1rturc fron1 l .. ondon slightly until Northu1nbcr-
]und"'s execution should occur, 2s it did three days hucr, providing 
tesr1n1ony1 incident~Hy, that the thought of clcn1cncy for the Duke 
\\'as. not in l\-lary\ rnind~:ss 

The in1n1cnsc ,vcight of ilnperial counsel., as interpreted to her by 
that n1ost bri] liant of 111id-six.tccnt h-ccntury diplon1atists, Sin1on Re-
nard, ,vas ,vcll established by the da tc of ::'\'orthun1bcr]and 's cntr~nce 
into the To,-verr Thus Renard on 24 July ,vas strongly advising her 
not to cni p~ oy Lhc ]lon1an service jn th c burial of the late l( ing. 1-I er 
scntjn1cnts 1 though ho]y, n1ust be tcn1pcred Ly the fact that heresy is 
,vcH and strongi y established in her rea ln1. She n1ust not no,v prc-
ci pi rate d ifficultics in· n1atters of faith, but nnlst proceed ,vjth grca t 
caution., gs indeed the En1pcror h~s been ob]igcd to do in Gern1any. 
\\ 1hc n the tin1c co1ncs in England for co11sidera t1011 of ecclesiastical 
1nattcrs, nll stages 1nust be nice by padian,entary ] cgislation in con-
sultation ,vith theologians, pre]atcs, and churchn1cn.3~ ~l'his chastening 
advjce ,vas yvarruly endorsed by the E1npcror hirn~elf., "'ho \\':?.rned 
that a hasty effort to restore the ancient faith ,vould probably ofTcnd 
n1o~t uf the Pri\'y Council, -alien~te 111any of those ,vho had supported 
her in the crisis of the succession., nnd surc1y lend to n violent reaction 
in l ~ondon _-io 

!hid., p. 306; Cc1J.S.P.For., 1553-1 r58, p. 14; 1\·1alf::1td~ Accession (note 24 a'oo\'e)+ 
pp. 14-J7~ Esprit Flc-d1ier, mu~IJ .. res conzpl.ette.f;, J! pt. i (Nimcs, 178i )1 ~'Ln \'ie du 
Cardinal Jcan-Fntnfois Comn1cndont tnrnslatcd fron1 the Latin of Graziard~ pp. 
2.~30; E. I-3:. 1-Jarbison. ~'Frcn~h I t1triguc at the Cuurt of Que-en i\1ary,3' A1nericm1 
Historical Revie 1H--', XL \l: :2 (April [940), 5 42-543; ~nd sec Chapter , 1 of this. article 
for an account of Northun1berlat1d's c'Coufessionii attributed ·to C-Onunendonc, 

C11l.S.P.Spau ., Xlt 119. 

i(J l hid.! p. T 1: 3 ( 2 IJ J 1L l )' 1 5 5 3 ) . 
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Sonic dnys ]ater Renard n1er ,vith the Queen in prj\Tacc audience, 
si111p]y· :1dvising her once n1ore to proceed ,vith great cautjon in a11 
n1attcrs of reljgjon and to ,vin rhe hearts of her suhjccts by being a good 
Eng1ish ,vo1na.u. In reply~ I\·Iary ren1inded Ilcnard that she had n1ade 
it clear to the F.dv{ar<lian govcrnn1cnt that she ,vould never change 
her faith. ('She ,viRhe<l to f urce no one to go to niass, but n1eant to see 
that those \vho ,vishcd to go should b~ free to do so.~~ I-ler Cot1ncil, 
she thought, ,vould offer nu serjou~ objections, particularly since it 
\vgs so jntric~tely· -and st.range]y divided~ She ,vas an1azed ~t thc.1e 
divisions in the Council, {\vhosc n1cn1bcrs ,vcre nccusing one another, 
trying to disculpate thc.111sclves, chopping and changing in such a 
n1anner that slic ,vas unable to get ~t the truth of ,vhat had happened 
\Vith regard co the ,viIJ of the I{ing . . or the plots that had been 
,,·o·ven to her hurt.' 1 41 

The Queen ncnv felt securely enough seated in pu-,yer an<l in the 
aff cction of her people to nlake a royal entrance into l..--ondon, l1aving 
for '1 fortnight ren1ai11 ed at 1~~ran1Iinghan1 and then a:r Nc,v Halli her 
scat in f,s~cx. On 2 AugusrJ Pcn1brokc, Shrc,vsbury, and '''inchestcr 
,v~itcd on the Queen there to crave pardon for their offences as 
Cou nciHors and ,Ycrc pcr111itLed to kiss her hand nnd to j 0111 the force 
asscn1bling to acco111 pany her into her cap1tal on the day f ollo,ving .12 

Acco111panied Ly r 80 ladies ::1nd gcntlen1cnt 740 guards in ve]vet coats, 
and n large arn1cd force as guards, the great procession, ,vith Arundel 
riding next ·her and bearing the s,vord of state ,vhilc Sir Anthony 
Bro,vnc bore h-cr train, and f olio\ved by the Princess Elizabeth and 
Ed,v~1rd Courtcn~y's n1othcr~ the cnte6ng con111any ,vas 111et at ,i\Thitc-
ch a pc] Ly rhe I..,ord AJ a yor and his brethren. At St. Botolph Js sca.f-
f olding had been erected on " 1hich stood one hundred poor children 
fron1 Chrjsr's Hospital, dressed in hlue ,vith red hats; one of then1 
addressed the Queen to petition that they be taken ,vithin her careL 
The QL1ecn "\\'as dressed in purple vehret 1 her skirts and slcc,rcs c1n-
broiderecl in gold, her f'1.ce hti ng nn1orc th~n r11iddling f air1 I and] her 
equipage ,vas regal.n Thence, ,vith all church bcHs ringing and ,vi~h 

.h 1 hid.~ p. 13 I! in1pcrja] arnb:1s:sadors to Emperor, i Aug. I 5 53. 
•~ Four d=:l)'.5 fatcr she m1m~ttcd Pcrnhro].;:I..'= and '''inrhcster to her Pri\'y Councili 

in order to learn the secrets of sr~tc llld 1•to sweep a.lvay cdl influences jn this the 
li~girini11g of he( rejgrl and ·wjn them over to her side :as good Yassals ~nd :s:ub)cctsi' 
(ibid., p. I 5 a). 
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The S(fying of J oh11 Late Duke· of "/\7 ortl:nnnberland 16 3 
the T O\V.cr ordnance thundering, Queen I\if.ary ,vas conducted to the 
To\\~er, ,vhere she \Vas to reside for so1ne tirnc to co1nc."'3 

011 the ver) 7 day of i\1ary's triun1phant ct1try into London, Rcnnrd 
- advised th-at Northun1berh-1nd should be brought in1111cdintcly to trial 

and that -aU the facts pertnining to the late l(ing's illness nnd death 
shou~d be ferreted out. Even 1nore in1portantly, he urged that it 111ust 
be dctern1ined Yvhen Ed\vardts \Yill had been ,Yrittcn 1 ,vho had _signed 
irl and under ,vhnt circurnstances. So jniportant '\'as it to ascert~in 
the f '1Cts of this trcnson that, to be doubly sure .. the ]Jc-vise should 
probably be repealed hy act of Parlian1cnt.H Just three days later the 

- itnpcrial atnbassador reported ,vith e_\"'idcnt satisfaction th~t the charges 
against Northu111bcr1and ,,rcre being drafted ,vjtJ1 all possible spccd1 

,vhiie 011 8 August he exultantly reported thit the articles ag~in:st the 
Duke had been c1nploycd in a private exan1ination of hin11 ,v-hen he 
''conf csscd generally n1ost of the indictn1cnts against hin1,'' though he 
had 1'not yet dcc]arcd ,vho ,vas the author ::1nd instigator of his 

• -,) A~ pra ct1ce.'t - ':I •
1 

The F,n1peror, ,vho possessed. <111 astonishing kno,vlcdge of English 
cventst. con nnended his :ln1bass~drjrs' hand ling of the Queen\ a ff airs, 
~nd urged llenard to supply hi1n ,vith every dctnH of t11c proceedings 
against J\lorthun1bedand. He ,vishcd to kno\v ~s ,veH of any diplon1atic 
con1n1in11cnts fron11:rancc ,vhich the J)ukc had enjoyed at the n1on1cnt 
of the succcs~iun crisis, m~d n1orc explicitly ho,v the_ populace had 
reacted to E.d\vard's funeral and the -Queen's taking. of the n1ass~·H~ 
Renard no"r found it n1orc d ifficul r to gain priv~te audience ,vith the 
Queen, since the To\ver \Vas under constant public scrutiny, and he 
hoped that !Vlary n1ight soon retire to llichn1ond for a season~ \\'hen 

There are nl'any accounts of this event. ,~l c h8-"C dn\wn. prit1cipally on · 
l\Trjothes!ey, ChT(),ticle (note 18 above), II, 93--95; Grey Frhrrs Cbronicle (note 15 
aho,Te )., pp. 81-82; C/Jrouiclc of Queen ],me (note 12 aho,·c 1i p. r 4-; Pcrlin 1 Descrip-
tion ( note 19 above),. p. 19 · (~ student cyc.-"•jtncss); Cal,..r.;,P,Span.] Xl 1 15 1; Socictc 
·d1Etnulatinn pour 11Histoirc ct Je..~ Andquites llc la FJandr('. Ocddcntalc 1,i,c:.l Socictc 
a~.tn1l1l~tion de Ilruges];An.,,w/es1 ·scr. I1 Ill ( 1841-42 ), z4S--z.s-5 (also 8rt cye-,vitness 
account); P[ ctrns] ,, [inccndus], N arratio ( note ; 1 above), pp. 1887-1 889 [ 1905~ . 
r907]; l\ 1~nltittfurberic/Jte (note 16 aLo\TC )., Xll 11 3 3 8: Dandino to Juliui III; i\-laUatti, 
A ccessiou ( note z4 above)! p. 24. 

41 CTttJ.S.P.Sp,rn.] Xl, l 35: rt1cn~o.ir attached ·by Renard to ~.n outgoing despatc-h 
( 2 Aug. 1 5 s 3 ) . 

~!'i 1 bid.~ pJi, t 5 2 anJ 157 ( 6 ~nil 8 Aug. 1553 
!{] l btd., p. 163: Emperor to imperial -ambas:sadorsj 14 Aug. 155 3 .. 
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on I 6 August he did seen re u prjv:=ttc aud 1c11 cc" he ,vas .:tblc once n1ore 
to advise the Queen to 1 irnit punish,ncnt to the ringleaders and to 
~'spgrc the 1nul titude. '' I-I~ urged again that Northatnpton ,vas after 
Northu111bcr]and one of the guihiest of alL He could 8.Ssure her, too, 
tl1rrt the Ernperor had never doullted the necessity of Northun1ber-
]and'.s punishrncnt, but had sin1pJy been concerned that she n1ight 
,vre~k too henvy· '1-vengeance on the l)ukc"s follO\Ycrs. He rcn1inded 
the Queen a::; ,vell that he Yvas unconvinced that the l..1ad r 1 anc shoulcl . 
stand free and doubted as \\~cJI vvhcrhcr Eli1/2Lcth, kno,vn to be ~'clever 
and sly /t could he left f rec as a gathering center for plots, factions, and 
Protest~nt n1achinations. ':ti 

Despite Rena.rdts pressure cind advice~ the govcrn111cnt \Vas proceed-
ing slo,vly and certainly carcf ul1y ,vith irs cxa,ninarion of the p1·incipal 
political prisoners. /\ nd it ,vas proceeding slo,\'ly- as ,,/ell in re1igions 
po]icy~ the carJy officia] pronouncc,nents having declared tl1at the 
Queen ,vishcd to f urcc nu n1 an ~s conscience. But this :rnoo<l 1v:ls 
shattered ,vhen on Sunday,, 1 3 1\ugust, a rca1ly dangerous riot oc-
curred at St. Paul's ,vhcn Dr. Gilbert Bourne, preaching by the 
appoi ntn1cnt of the Queen~ prayed for the souls of men departed and 
bitterly denounced tl,c in1prjsonn1ent 1vh1ch Bishop Bonner had suf-
fered. J)espite the efforts of the J .. urd 1\·1ayor and alderrnen 1 as \vcll 
as of John Ilradford, stahvart Protestant preacher ,vho ,v~s present,. 
the tun1u It \Vas for a short season uncuntroll cd~ a thro,vn dagger 
nnrro,vly missing Bourne's head and Bonner,. present to hear hin1sclf 
cxto]lcd~ barc]y csc:1ping fron1 a no,v angry 1110b. This riot~ in the end 
brought under control by Bradford's pleas, seyercly shook the [\Jarian 
govcrnn1cnt, partjculady since it ,vas no\Y discovered that sorne of her 
o,vn gua~·d had "cursed and s1andcred"' Bishop Gardiner., accusing hitn 
of be-ing responsible for the appearance of the n1ass in I.Jondon 
churches.4s 1"'hc cxtrcn1c ner\rousness of the govcrnn1ent like\vjsc had 
the cffc~t of hastening tl1c legal processes ngainst 1'1orthu111bc.rland and 
his supporters, even ag·ainst son1e ,vho ,vcrc subscqucntl) 7 to be par-
doned. -Northun1bcrland ,vas to be brought to trial jn n matter of five 
days~ To sttcngthcn Queen 1\-iary the 1norct 700 to 800 horse ,vcrc 
added to the royal guard and 200 foot ,vcrc quict]y arn1cd for her 
service.~~ 
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Tbc Saying of J obn Late Duke of "l\1 ortbu1nberland 16 5 
Several indictn1cnts had been gathcrc<l against the 111n; or figures 

accused of treason: Northun1bcrJand 1 N _ortharnpton, and 'l\'ar,vick. 
At 1,, are nn indicnncnt had been found on i 4 August against the three 
for "1nachinating and con1passing to depose the Queen fron1 her cro,vn 
and dignity .... ,vith arn1s and arri11cry.," and for levying ,var ag~inst 
her there. A siniil~u~ indict111cnt~ \Vith the addition of the _nan1c of the 
Earl of 1-Iuntingdonl hud been found at Ilury \vhcrc ,var had been 
levied against Queen l\1ary and ,vhcrc the title of Lady Jane to the 
cro,vn ,vas asserted. And finally! an indictnicnt fro1n Cntnbridgc re-
cited the treasonable offences, \Vith the fllrthcr allegation that the 
defendants had 1noved fron1 Can1bridge tO\Vards Frarnlingharn, ,vhere 
the Queen then resided., '\vith the intention of dcprjvir,g her of her 
royal .sratc and dignity, and killing her there." 50 The~c indictn1ents 
,vcrc on 17 1\.ugust ordered to be de]ivercd to the High Court on the 
follo,ving day, ,·vhcn the arraign111cnts ,·vcrc n1adc and the cases of 
Northun1bcr]andt Northan1ptont -and ,~12r\-.·ick tried and concluded. 

The trials of these accused noblcrnen \Vere conducted ,vith 2ll due 
gra, .. ity by the Duke of Norfolk~ hiniself released f rorn his long itn-
prisonrnent and restored in title only a fortnight before. The ~ttend-
ancc of the peers on thjs so]c1nn duty ,vas sn1a1lcr than the govcrnn1cnt 
n1ust have desired, only tlvcnty-six (Norfolk included) of the fifty-six 
nobles in the rca]n1 ans,,·crlng to their n11111cs ,vhcn the proceedings 
,v·crc begun. Five peers, the defendants included, ,vcre thcn1sclYcs in 
prison or under trial before the Court. ,vhilc the rc1naindcr of those 
~1bsent ,vere ejthcr 1ninors, or aged and ill, orl 1norc co1n111only, sin1pl)7 
avoiding an appearance at \~Testn1instcr in these days of crisis~;jJ It is 
Jike,vise note\vorthy that very nearly Im.If (clc\ .. en) of the peers pres-
ent had been rnen1bcrs of the F:d\vardian Privy Council or had held 
high ::,dn1jnistTa rive or 111ilitary posts during N orthu n1 bcrh1nd's recent 
rcginu:. l"'hcsc ,vcrc n1en ,vho had quick]y and skilfully rnadc their 
peace ,vith 1'1ary1 several ,vith such adroitness that they had been 
appointed to the Queen's Council even at thJs early d'1te. 

On 18 August Northurnherl;111d and his co-defendants ,vcrc ar-
ratgn~d on their indictn1ents bcf ore orf olk~ sitting as I-Iigh Stc,vard. 
The Duke evidenced grc~ t reverence to,vards his judges and in1-

r,,J Deputy Keeper of PubHc Rccordst F ourtlJ Re 1,ort, App. 11, pp. -:q.i-i 34: 
'unag:a de SccrcEi:st Poudi ).XL 

s~ I bid~. p. 2 34. '-"''e -are assuming that Lord HBorov.·eii on the offida1 lis.t \\'as '''il-
liam Lot·d Ilurgh. 
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n1_cdiacc]3r protested his faith and his a11 cgiancc to rhc Queen, ,v-hon1 
he had adn1ittcd ly grjcvousl )r off ended. Nor ,v·ould he off er any 
'

1dcfcnce of liiu1selL)) H·c only Icquestcd the opinion of the Court on 
l"\VO questions. 1~hc first ,vns ,vhcthcr ,ia n1an doing an act hy the 
authorjty of the Prjnl:c and Councili and bv ,varrant uf the Great 
Seal of England ... 111ay be charged for treason for any thing ,,~hich · 
he 111ight do by ,varrant thcrcof.n And~ secondly, he enquired ,vhethcr 
any such persons as \Vere ~quaHy cu]pablc in d1at crj111e~ and "those, hy-
,vhosc 1ettcrs and con1nJ:tndn1c11 ts he ,vas di rectcd in a11 his do1ngs., 
might be his jlldges~ or p::-ss upon his trial ar his dc~th." 

1 .. o the first of these questions it ,v-as ans\-rcrcd that the Great Sc~I 
\vhich he p1caded ,vas not that of the ]a,;vf ul Queen of the rcahn, but 
of a usurper (Lndy Jane), and hence ,,ras no def cncc. "\\1ith respect 
to the second enquiry;._, it ,vas held that even if others ,vcrc as deeply 
touched as hi111sclC "yet :is 1 ong as no attainder ·'\"verc of record against 
thcn1, they ,vcrc ncvcrt~elcss persons able jn the b.\V to pass upon any 
rrialJ-and not to be ch~llcngcd thcref or~ but -at the Prince,s pleasure.'' i~ 

1 ... he Duke spoke but fc\v ,vords 111ore., secino that "'uttering any rcason-o . 
~b]c rnatter ,vou]d Jittlc prevail/' save to express once ;:1gain his earnest 
repentance and to request Norfolk to seek n1ercy for hirn f ror11 the 
Queen. He then pleaded guihy to the _indictn1ents1 as did the other 
prjsuners arraigned \Vith hi1_n~ Thereupon, judgn1ent of gui1t of high. 
rreason V{as given· by the c:ourt. Northurnbcrlnnd then spoke again, 
begging his judges to solicit the n1crcy of the Queen and to 81"ant hinl 
these requests: 'that he niight hg vc the death (by behe!lding) ,v hich 
nob]en1cn had, ''-and not the other'' (hanging)_, and that his sons might 
be spared, considering that they took the ·field at the co1nn1a nd of thc1r 
father. He petitioned t<lo that he n1ight consult \vith "'"son1c learned 
divine for t_he ·settling of his conscicnce 1 > and, finally, that the Queen 
\vould send unto hin1 Hf our of her Collncil for the d iscovcrv of son le ,,.. 

things ,vhjch 1night concern the state." It "\\tas on this note of quiet 
c~uragc and rcal15r 111ajestic dignity that Nor~hu1nberland accepted, at 

1:'.I Harl.~1S.2 r 94, # 11 1 · f. t l; pdntcd in Sto,v, AnnnJes ( note 19 abo,~c) 1 p. 6141 

lvith so1ne ,T.:.rfonts~ :::uno_ng ,vhich '\1s hjs pccrsH for (':at his dr~th.', \:V c have not.£:d 
that eleven s~1eh n1en ,vere :uno11gst hjs judges. Noailles, the l 1'rench an1b:assador~ 
tho11ght thC!:iC telling ·points~ taken ·.srrjously by his judges and strong]y- rebutted 
-(An1b1Jssade; de 1}J('Hieur~ de NrHrilles en A-ng1eterre-"t ed. i\·1. I1Abbc fRcnc Aubert] 
de 'Ver tot [ 5 ,;oh., Leyden 1 1 7 6 J], I, 13 7 ) . 

l!'.I An Rrg1.1rn~nt ,vhich NorthumberlRnd had him..s~If _rejected in the rrjal of 
Son1 crser. 
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least for the 111on1ent, his fate bcf ore his peers. One con ld \YjS h that 
these had heen the last ,vords ever uttered by hin1.M 

Intert\vincd ~ls their cfr.ses ,vcre ,vith that of ~orthun1hcrland, the 
other peers charged (::,,...Jortha111pton ~1nd ,~7ar\vick) having confessed, 
could really n1arshat no ycry effective defence. Northun1pton con~ 
tended that he had borne nu counsel and had exercised no p11bhc office 
''after the beginning of the~e rutnnlts.'' 1-Ie had instejd given hinlself 
to hunting nnd other sports~ and hnd attcn1ptcd to stnnd clear of any 
involven1cnt in the succession crisis. But he had been cotnpcHcd by u 
direct order f ro111 the Council under the Great Scai to f ol1o\v North-
un1bcrland, lest he con1111it the ~'sclf-san1c crin1c nnd off cncc of ,vhich 
he \Vas no,v accused.'' Nor \Vns he pr_cscnt ,vhcn Ed\vard's ,viH ,vas 
signed by the Council~ thongh he did adn1irtcdly sign it after rhe 
I(ing's death. These defences the peers rejected outright, on the 
ground that N ortha tnpton ,vas kno,vn to be a f ollo,vcr of the Duke~ 
and he ,vas no\v sentenced in the srin1c \vny. His def cncc ,vas, ho\v-
cvcrt effective ~t le~st \Vith the Queen, for son1c \Vccks after his trial 
the sentence of death ,vas reprieved and he ,vas released f ron1 the 
'f o,vcr.M So too, the young Earl of \\ 7ar,vick:t n1.arried by Northun1-
bcr]and to S0111erscr's daughter., stated his ca~e ,vith dignity and ,Yith 
no cringing. H c did not advance. the obvious plea of his youth or the 
fact that he had follo,, .. cd his f~thcr's orders, bot requested only that 
the Queen pay ]1is just debts fron1 his confiscated properties~ llut l1e., 
tool received the Queen's clcn1cncv·; he ,vas released fron1 the T O\Ycr ... 
af tcr a f c,v n1 onths, but · died from un kno"'"n natural causes just ten 
days later. ~G 

1-.he trial of the other <le( cnJants - Sir John Gares,. Sir I-Icnry 
(;ates, Sir .A.ndre\v Dudley, 2nd Sir ~fhotnas Pal1ncr - ,Yas condncrcd 
and concluded on 19 August. They had pleaded guilty to tudictn1cnts) 

~• \\' c. principally f ollo\v J.Iarl.I'viS.1 r 94, # 1 t, ff. i. l-z 3, as did Sto,v (Anncr1er r note '9 sbO\•e] j p. 614 ), \Vllo sets the n~tnbc:r of Councill orb'. rcquc.~.-tcd hy the 
Onk~, at t.\vo; sc~ also R~phncl I·l olinshcdl C/JroniclcJ •.. ( i vols.) J.ondon 1 1577; 
ed. 1-Ienry Ellis, 6 \'ols.~ Londont 1807-rSoS). 1\71 3-4. The hand for I lar1.~1S. 1.194, 
# I 11 and llke\vise # 1 o, appcr-L~ to l,e .som~what later than I 5 5 3. For other nr.c:ounts 1 

sec 1Vlachyn) IJfarj' ( note z 2 ::thovc )., pT ~p; Antonio de G1rnrasl T/Je. Accession of 
Queen A1ary ... ,. ed. R. Garnett (London, 189i. ), pp, to2-,03; C(ll.S.P.S1i~1n., 
XI, 184, for an inter~sting :lccount \vhich see1ns to ha\~c been \\'rittcn by an cyc-
·witness. 

r~ arl.A1S.2 I94i # l T,. f I :!. ] I,'; Cal.S.P.Sjl.(ffl,, Xl! j 84-185. 
Harl.f\'!S.119.h # 11, f . .i 1"'., also quoted in Cbronicle of Queen ]turn ( note 2 2. 

aboyc) 1 p. r 2 1 • 
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presented f ron1 '''-arc, Bury, Can1bridgci and London, for levying ,var 
011 the Queen and for having proclain1cd the 1-A1dy Jflnc in sundry 
places. The trial ,vns far Jess solcn1n nnd tin1e-consun1ing than that of 
the peers on the preceding day-. AU ,vcrc asked ,vherhcr in court they 
111aintgincd thcjr earlier confessions and adn1jssjons, and Lhc reply being 
yes, aU ,vcrc sentenced to death for high treason. Only the irreprcssihlc 
and fearless P~hner sought to plead~ contending harshly bur justly that 
those of the Court ,rho ,verc n1cn1bcrs of J anc ls Counci 1 ,vcrc qui tc as 
guilty as he) thnt they de.served equal ptn11shrncnt~ and th::it hjs trjrrl had 
been conducted in :l f a~h i o 11 un k no-\vn to English L-nv. }Jd ln1cr also 
protested that he had borne no :lrrns ag:=tinsr the Queen, but had to 
confess th~1t he h~1d been present on such occasions, ,vhjch the judges 
declared n1adc hi[n culpab]c. This rough and dangerous 111an con~ 
ducted hinisclf ,vith st~unch and nnH1zing herois1n to the very end of 
his lif c a f e"r days 1atcr. r. • 

• 

Ill~ Couf essions aud E:rccutions 

The condcrnned n1cn ,vere in1n1cdiatcly returned to the To,vcr to 
a,vait their execution, sa,Tc for a royal repric-ve, ,Yhich, as ,vc ha,,.-e 
seen, , 1?as in fact extended to four of the .~even ,vho h::ul heen ~enrenccd 
to death. Es For N orthun1herLu1d there cou]d ha,re been no rca1 hope, 
though he sought to the very end to enlist help fron1 anyone ,vho 
1night lny his personal plcn. hcf ore the Queen. T \VO Councillors, not 
four as he had requested durjng hjs triall ,verc sent to hin1 to receive 
any privy inforn1ation he n1ight be able to give on aff ~irs of state. 

c;2rdi11cr hin1self, ,yho111 the Ou ke hc1d treated savagely during his 
tenure of po, .. ·er, ,v"s the principal v·isitor; the identity of the other 
CouncjJlor present is unkno,v11. So far as our kno\vlcdge extends, at 
this conference, held nln1ost certainly on 19 August 1 n1ost of the con-
vcrsntion dra]t ,vith Northun1berk1nd>s request fur the TiishopJs inter-
vention ,vith the Queen on his behalf. G ardincr, it appears, ,vas Jn 
fact decp]y-n1ov-cd by this anguished cry for n1crcy, though he felt 
ob]igcd to ,varn the Duke that nothing could be done -and that he n1ust 
prep a re hi rn scl f for de a th. Norr h un1 b er Ian d co nq u ercd his O\ v n n er-

~. Jbid.s p. 18; Cal.S.P.Sp(ln., Xl, r 85. 
15~ I.e., to Norrh;.n1pton., ''°'~·an1j:ick, Sir H enty Gatts~ and Sir Andrc,Y Dll dl~-Y 

(Deputy l{eeper of PubH.c Recor<lss Fourth Ref1orts A pp. 11, pp. z 35-1-36; Sto"~, 
A1inale.r r nme 19 aboYeJ' P· 614)~ 
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vousness ~nd fear sufficiently to express his \VOndcr that the Bishop, 
'"'in g pcaccfui prof cssion/ 1 could haYc faced dcarh f carlcssly so 1nany 
ti,nes~ ,vhilst he, a soldier \Vho ,v~s Hsupposcd to scoff at every danger 
:lnd have done so of tcnl Jose n1y c·ouragc ,v hen 111y conde111nation is 
annou need'"' and could not rcconciie hin1sclf to the fact of dcarh. f-I e 
,vi shed that he 111 ight do ~'sornc penance the rest of his <lays for hi~ sins 
past," and live on "~ little ]onger t though it be hut in a 111ousc-holc." 
To this Gard i ncr could onl r reply that ~'it ,vas n1ost ]ikcly he n1ust 
clic.n-The Duket 1Hnv caln1cr, assured Gardiner that he ,vou]<l dispo~c 
hin1sclC and 1·cqucstcd the con1f ort and guidance of 2 learned priest, 
,vhilc assuring Gardiner that he ,vouid die in the Catholic faith, ''for 
I ne\'CJ ,vn~ of nny other indeed, nor ever .so foolish ~s to believe any 
of that ,vh ich ,vc had set up in l(ing Ed,,rurd is days; but only to llSC 

the san1c for lny o,vn purpose of an1bition: for ,vhich God forgive 
n1e.-'-:i 59 

At his tri~I Northun1bcrl~nd had also requested th~t spirfrual ad-
viscrt a Jcarncd 111an~ be a ppointcd to lend hin1 solace ~s he prcpflrcd 
for death~ /\lready, in fact, tl,c Queen had herself been concerned 
regarding this need, having expressed her apprehension Jest the J)ukc 
fall into despair in his close confinc111cnt, and announcj ng her deter-
n1tnation that 'J priest should he sent to ] end hin1 con1f ort. no It \Vas 
altnost certainly on 18 August thal Nicholas f-Jcath, deprived f rum 
'\' orcesrcr and then i n1prisoncd in 1 5 5 J, \VllS nppointcd as ~piritual 
a<lvi'i'rr to the Dul..:c. A learned and a n1ost kindly n1an, ,vho had 
,accepted the first ]Jook of Co1n1non Prayer and ,vho throughout his 
lif c ,vns gently n1odcratc in his rcligiolls vic\\tsi no prelate of Cathol tc 
or Protestant persuasion could have been 111orc admirably fitted for 
this nnh:lppy spjritu:ll task than the Ri~hop of "\\1orcesrcr~ ~s he \Vas 
soon once 1nore to bc.r.1 It ,vas I-Ieath \Yho ,vas to prepare Northum-

.. John Strypc, Af e'ino1·itrf s of ... ThonMs Crann:ei· ... ( l ,.-ois., Oxford, 1840 ), 
Ir 452.-454, Hiblioth~qrn~ N~dOLH.k i\•1 S. r 5888 (forrnerly Fonds St. Germai~, 740 ), 
f. 207: '~Rclritio-n de Paccns~tion ct Tllo:--t dt1 D LLc de Somme:rsct, 11 cited iL1 Friedrich 
~:on Raun1cr, Briefc m,s 1-'aris .•. (1 pts.,. Leipzig, 1S31 )i pt+ 2 1 11p. 71.-74 i Burnet, 
Ref onum ion ( note :24 ~l)o\Tc )., 111, 388j I-Icnry So~n1cs, The H istD1'j' of tfJe Re,onmr-
J ion of tbe Cburch o( Eng,and, ]\T (Lnndnn, 1 ~h:~), 41. lt tl~o111d 1 ,c nott:"ll thit the 
cddence for 1nuch of thj:s paragraph is nt once thin and fr::ttL Strypc: ,vas folio,,·iog 
A Tc1npcnue l V nrd- lV vrd ... by l'•.r. D. ( 1599 ), pp. 43-44f i,c., H.olH::rt P:-1rsons, 
,,·ho quotes no hd pful sourc~s. 

,m CatS.P.SJuru,~ XI, 156 ( 8 Aug. l 55 3). 
~] For f urthcr cotnincnts oo this 111ost ;:atln1i r:.tblc and saintly m"Jnt see Jordan~ 

Edwm·d V' I, 1, r 3oi 309t 3 15-3 19, ind ibiri.i 11) 246--147+ 
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bcrland for his pub]ic :lnd his private confession, an<l it ,vas Heath 
,vho ,ninistered to hin1 on the scaff o]<l i t~e] f. 

It ,vas on Sunday ( 20 2.~ugnst) that Northunlberlind \Vas inf orn1cd 
by the ljcl1tcnant of the To,vcr that he n1ust prepare hi1nsclf for his 
execution, just set for the next dny follo\ving. Though the carrying 
out of the sentence \vas acrualJy postponed for a day, ~]n1ost ~urely ju 
order to lend 1-I cnlh 1nore tinlc to pr~pnre nnd guide the D nkc through 
the prjvate and public confessions ,vhich he "~ould soon 111akc, the 
dcla. y like,vise lent an opportunity to the evidenrl y distracted North~ 
un1bcrland to lodge \Vith Arundel :111 ~1ln1ost hysteric::1} appeal to gain 
his reprieve fr 01n the ignonlinious fate no,\T so. close Dt h~nd. 

Northurnher1and had., so he ,vro·tc to the ErtrJ~ just received "~ord 
that he rnust no\v prep~re hi1nsc1f ''to receive 111y dca<lly stroke/:- yet 
he ,vondcrs if ''1ny crirne 1"is) so heinous HS no redc1nplion but 1ny 
blood can ,vash n,v~y the spots thcrcof."'l I-le hopes the (luccn ,viH 
5pare hjs life so thal he n1ay serve. her ~s he had her brother and her 
father. Su rc1y she ,vjll g::tin nothing fron1 his death, but ,vould be 
honored by posterity for ~p'1rtng the 1ife of "so rniscrahlc and penitent 
an object .. n He begs for _J_i\.rundcl's help: ccsparc not, I pray~ your 
bended knees for n1e .. D If hi_s life is to be saved jr tan only ue through 
the intcrccss1on of Arundel 2nd Gardiner'! to ,v ho~11 he ht1s also 
appealed. He prays that Arundces heart 111ay be n1ovcd to lay his 
case hef ore the tender n1 ~rcy of the Queen, and then if no 1nercy or 
reined y "can be f ounJ, either by in1prisonn1ent, confiscation~ banish-
n1cnt, and the }ikel I can sny no 1nore hut God gr}lnt n1c patience to 
endure and a· heart to forgive the ,vholc ,vorld~'' tt~ The ,vholc ronc 
and tctnper of this an1azing Jetter suggests,· indeed, that Heath's 
spiritual 1ninistrn tions notlvithstanding: N orthutnberla.nd stood in 
cringing terror of his fate., 

I-Ie did~ ho,vever~ nndcrstand at last rhat his Jifc ,vould not be spared. 
nnd it ,vas then th~1t the skilled ~nd tender 1ninistrations of Bishop 
I-Icath guided him on to the confession of faith ,vhich he ,v-as about to 
1nakc. I-Icathl ~o his great credit,. seen1s nev-er to have spoken of these 
hours late on 20 August, nor did h c1 so far ~s YVe can determine, e\,."Cf 
1nention it in his ,vritings. '''hen it bccan1e c\Tidc1it thRt the Duke 

~;;i H arf.1\1S. 787~ #60, f. 61 h 1 from lVilli::tm Ocll's Collcc:tion of StltC Papers. 
Th is Jetter is c:.:op}7 of sou rec ,"11kh is Jost, but it ffl~r be 1·eg~ded ~s reUab]e. 
John }faylcy (Tbe l listory aJld Antiquities of tbc To1.oer of Loudo~t • ., . [London, 
l821 J, pp. 421-413) provjdcs a printed text~ and Nichols quotes an eAcerpt in his 
Jifc of A rundeL 
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\Vas on the point of renouncing the Protcstan t f ~ith, it ,vas realized 
that son1c ndditjonal tin1c ,vus required, nol only for the fate of the 
soul of the conden1ned n1an hut also to render- Inorc effective the 
in1111ensc propaganda possihiiitics inherent in the Duke's confession. 
J\1ary "\Yas concerned ,v-ith the spiritual n1cri ts of a s1igh t postpone-
n1ent of ,vhat \Vas about to occur.; Gnrdiner., Arunde1~ and Paget \vith 
its political i1nplications.-03 

.... 1'.\.t son1e uncertnin tin1e in the course of the night, therefore~ it ,vas 
detern1incd to postpone the executions for a single day. But sn1tc 
executions in Tudor En gland \vcrc notn1ally catricd out very c~r1y 
in the 1norning and there ,vas not tjn1e to 1nake any public announcc-
111cnt of the dc]ay, \Yith the an1Hzing rcsul t that an cstin1atcd ten 
thousand peop] e ,vcrc assen1b]cd 01i. 1 ... o,ver Hill by eight o~ clock on 
the 111orning of the 21st. The scaffo]d ,v~1s n1ade ready, sand and stra\r 
,vere sprea<l on the flooj~, and the Tol,rcr gunrds and the shcrjff's 
officers ,vere disposed! \Yhen order~- to disrniss the cro,vd can1e from 
the 1 'o\ver ,vi th the statci11ent that the executions ,vould be carried 
out on the day fol h),ving. Order secn1s to have been ,vell n1aintainc<l 
in the vast · cro\vd at hand, n1·dny of \vhon1 11111st hnvc supposed that a 
royal reprieve ,,,as about to be issucdr jllst ::1.s it had been ~lrcady for 
Nort11:=tn1pton, ,~r~r\vickJ Sir A ndrc,v Ondlcy, and Sir Henry Gatcs.G4 

l\1can\vhilci in an -a.tten1pt to begin the exploitation of the propa-
ganda Yalnc in this a1nazing -1)olt e facet the T o,vcr Ch-a pcl \Vas arranged 
for-the singing of the n1ass for rhc soub of the conden1ncd~ ,vhilc hy 
direct con1 n1and1ncnt of the Queen so1nc {if ty of the tncrchants and 
Con1n1on Council of the City \Vere sun1n1oncd to ,vitncss Northumbcr-
la11djs copfcssio11 -nnd recant·.~i."tion. Sotne forty of those sununoned 
diq pron11)rly-asscn1ble and the 111ass ,vas .sung by Dr~ Boreman in the 
To,ver Ch-apcl.'-l5 Northun1hcrland, ,vith Northampton, Sir Andre,v 
Dudley,, Sir Hc.nry G11tcs, and possibly Sir T!101nas Palmer, \Vere Jed 
into the Chapel, ,v here they knelt, heard the 111rrss, p:i.rticip-atcd in the 

Burnet) Ref or11uuion ( note 24 · ahui,re), U, 39t; Nico~n:s Sanders, Rise nnd 
Gro-wtb of the A·nglican Sr.his1n, tratls. Da.vi,1 Le\\'is (London, d:l7 7), pp. 22.0-:n 1; 

Ch:.uks: 1-L and Thompson Cooper, Atbnrne Canurbrigicnsis ( 2 vols. 1 Carn.bridge, 
) 8 j 8- I 8 6 I ) , ], 404 • . 

t~ Cbrr;'llicle of Quee'i1 Jane (note 11 ahnvc )~ p .. r .8 H:=iy]cy Tower of J.ondon 
(note 61 -al.,oyc) 1 p. 83; 1\1:achyn, Dicrry ( note 2 2 :aho,·e), p. 42; Ct'd,8.P.SJMJl.j X{, 
I ft5. 

N ,vc have been unable further to identify· 11Dr. Rorcn1an 1 ); he is not, ,ve bd[e,.·cl 
Dr. GEi be rt Bourne, \,;,rhose stout prc.a.ching had just stirred a riot· in London ( sec 
hove, text and n otc 48) . 
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.sacran1cnt, and each said the Coufiteor. Then they c~11ne before the 
altar and confessed to Heath 1(that they· ,vcre the san1c rnen in the 
faith according as they had confessed to hin1 hef ore~ and that they 
all ,vould die in the Catholic faith.'' N orthun1bcrland spoke bric fly 
to all pre.~ent, sayjng, i'I"ruly, good pcople1 I profess here hef ore you 
211 thnt I have received the sacran1ent according to the txue Catholic 
faith; and the p1aguc that is upon this re~ltn, and upon us 110\\ 7 , is that 
\Ve have erred f ron1 the faith these sjxtcen years. And this I protest 
unto you dlI fro111 the botton1 of n1y heart. n -0o He continued in the 
sacne vein, confessing rhat he had been a Hgreat setter forth of the ill 
doctrine no"r reigning 1 \Vhich he sore l:tn1cntcd/1 and \Va.rned his 
hearers to bc,varc of th c f a]se doctrine ,vhich hnd prcv~ilcd for the 
sixteen years past.. 1."his he dcc]ured to be the c~n1sc of the plagues ~nd 
vengeance visited on the \fhole rcaln1 and ,cno,v like,vise ,vorthily 
fallen upon n1c and others here prescnL" And finally he called for-
,-vard t,vo of Sun1ersces sons ,vho hnd btcn sun1111011cd by the Queen's 
1crter, to ask their pardon for the injur)7 he h~d done thejr fat her., 
confirn1ing \vh-at so n1any had long suspected~ that he had c\vrongly-
~nd f~lsclyn procured the Protector\· de~th.c 7 

Nore h u n1 b er 1 :1 n d's 111 c n1 or j cs of his spj r i tun 1 pi lg r j m gc \ v ere 
strangely j un1 bled indeed. ,~l c have seen that in 1 5 s 2, in an intensely 
personal letter ro CeciJ I he protested vchen1entl y ::tgainst the charges 
hejng tnad c by the ev::1ngelical lciders that he \VBS a hypocrite? a dis-
sen1bicr. He rc1ninded Cecil thal he had for t,venty years stood ' 1to 
one kind of re]i gion, in the san1c ,vay \vhich I do -n~,v prof css; and 
h'1,Te~ I thc1.nk the I..ord, past no sn1all d'1 ngers for it." os N O\V, in an 
hour evoking'I one must assume~ a con1plete honesty·., he described as 
f alsc and jH a 11 the doctrjnes that had prcvai]cd jn religion for the 
sixteen years ju.st past 1 perhaps 1nea11ing1 son1e,vhat incxactljr., since 

{,-, l L~ r] . .!\ 1 S, i 8-f i # 8 1 f. 1 i S v, . 

r.~ l-hy1 cy, To -wer of Lrnulnn ( nur-e 62 a1Jo,.0c ), p. 8 J] quoting l-l~rl..i\1S.1 J 6, ir, 
,;.,•hich \n:: d(J 1l(lt find the acc:ouHt; Yon R~urncr1 Urie[ e au.s Ptrris ( note 59 a hove )1 pt. 
2.j p. 7 3; \Vriothesley, CbroJJicle ( nutc 28 ;lhove), lit 1 oo, says that Non ln1mbcrhnd 
l1::1d erred fot· fifteen ye~n pasr-; Ctrl.S.P.Sprn1., Xlt 185-1 E.'6, reports 1',lorthun1berl~na 
us confessing that he h~d led Engfo.nd in heresy and error for ,cthree or four yec1rs1'; 

CJJrouid(: uf Qn~en Jn11e (note 2 2 above), pp. 18~191 quoting letter in H ar]J\1S.353 
of \, 1il1i~u1 DallJ}', a Loncloncr of Protcstflnt sympathies, ,yho dcdnres thr-tt of the 
Lonclon witn~s5'CS summoned only fourtren or fifteen, stYCra.l of ,vhorn ,,,er~ friends 
of his in Chcapsidcj in fact attended this strange event. One ,vot11d be 1norc conl-
fortah!e H Sto\l' 1nadc any n1endun of thi~ extraordinary tn:.iss1 bl:'lt the na.rr~th·c 
presented sccn1s thoroughly 5ubstantjated, StO\l' 1S silence noh~·itl1st::tnd tng. 

{;~ See a li o 1i.~c1 tt:-xt and note 4. 
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the passage of the Act of Suprcinacy I and dcclnred hi1nsclf a ~-=great 
sett·cr f ord1 of the ill doctrine no,v reigning," ,vhich he nol\r greatly 
Jan1ented.. \r ct the historj cal reality is that Northun1hcrland had nladc 
no contribution ,v h~tsocvcr to rc1igious thought) policy., or adtnin-
istration during the ,vholc Icign of 1-Icnry \' III and precious little 
during the l>rutcctorship of the f)ukc of S0111erset .. It \Yas in fact not 
unttl he had gathered po\"ver in his O\Vn hand~ that his religions con-
cerns becrunc fully f or111cd1 and they' ,vcrc those of evangelical Prot-
esrantisn1. Nor should it be forgotten that it ,vas the preservation of 
the Protestant faith ,vhich, little n1orc than n1onth previously·~ he 
had urged us the prcn1ier reason for lc,1ying ,vnr on i\.1ary Tudor, as 
he took \eave of the Privy Council \\Thich he had dun11nat-ed for rl1ree 
yc~rs =.:ind n1ore. 

No su rvi ,Ting account inf orn1s us, Lut ,vc n1ajT ,vcH suppose that the 
--r O\\,.er precinct.~ ,vere once n1ore filled ,vith official~1 gi1ard~) and the 
London curious on Tllcsday 111orning, 2 2 August. The prisoners v,/crc 
again conducted to the To,vcr Chapel '" here once n1ore they hen rd 
the 1na.ss and took the s~cnnucnt. It .. vas then that Sir John Gates 
confessed that (\vc have hecn out of the ,vay a long tin1e, and there-
fore \Ve nrc ,vorthily punished; ~nd, being sorry thcrcf ori I aslc GodJs 
forgiveness thcrcf ore 111ost hnn1h1y; and this js the true religion."' As 
he concluded., the priest (Dr. llore1nan) s~id, ' 1

''- 71rn.t shall I s~y? 1 
.trust ro God it shall be to )•Ou a short passage (though so111c\vhat 
sharp) 1 out of innu111cr:;i.ble rniserie.s into a n1ost pleasant rcst.n Then 
Pa hncr ,v}ls first brought out to the Lientcnanr.'s grtrdcn ,v here he 
talked at sonic length ,vith Thon12s "\\1atsoni Bonncr)s chaplain! ,vhilc 
-a~l.:ing-v~rious persons \V ho r~ssc;<l to pray for h1n1. Gates f uUu,-,,ved in 
due course, stopping at the Lieutenant's gate., .\vhile N orthun1berl::lnd 
,vas led to the point \V here Cates stood. c., Sir John,'" the. Duke said) 
1nay 11G od ha Ye rnercy upon us for th is day shaH end Loth our liYCS+ 

.L.i\nd I prny you f orgivc n1c \vhrrtsocver I hnve off ended; ~nd I £ orgive 
you ,vith all n1y heart, although you and your counsel "ras a great 
occasion thereof/' To this Gates, long a henc}unan of the Duke, 
rather testily rcplicd 1 i,r forgive you ns I ,vould be f orgivcn; and yet 
you and your authority ,Yas the only original cause of it altogether.,, 
Then both n1cn bo\vcd to e~ch other, 2nd to Son1ersct's sons standing· 
nearby·~ ,vhilc Bishop 1-Ieath canu~ for~;vard to lead the l)u kc of North~ 
nn1hcrland to the scaffold. GQ 

~(I Hatl.~{S.-2194 1 # 111 f, 1 i; Cbro~dcle of Q1wen ]m1e (note :2:. abo,Tc) 1 pp. 10--

21; Sto\\', A'1Intrles (note 19 :1bovc)., p. lii4+ 
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On coining to the block, l\1orthu1nber]and took off hjs ''cranc-
col oured'~ r~ dan1ask go\vn g nd, gaining pcrn1ission to sptak to the 
people, 1110\'cd for\var<l to the east rail of the scaffold~ and then 
launched into his astonishing, and sti I] very puzzling, conf cssion of 
the Carbolic faith. In part 1vhat he said to the assc1nblcd th9usands 
repeated n1uch of the confession ,vhich ~hortly before he had n1ad~--to 
the srnaH con1pany· in the To\vcr Chapel. But there ,vas no,v· n1uch 
n1ore of spiritual content, ,v bile the soliloquy of faith ,v hich he voiced 
is rnoving and revealing docun1enr, ,vith .jts. architecture clcarl y 
derived fron1 his 1norc rani bJ ing and intensely persona] To"rer ·Chapel 
confession. The speech fron1 the block could i1ot possi~ly have been 
,vrittcn hy Dudley hirn~elf, the evidence stro1igly suggesting that 
I·Ieath hnd con1poscd it for hin1, adjusting it ,vith g1·eat cnre nnd pity 
to Yvhat the Duke had hin1sclf confessed pri,rntcly. ,\ihen he can1_c 
to speak of his faith, the Duke declared: "I take, ,vitness of my I .. ord 
of Y\7orccster here~ 1nine old friend and ghost1y f~ther, that hr found 
n1c in this 111ind and opjnion Yvhen he came to n1c/t 71 Then, ,vhcn hr 
had finished his remarkable annlysis of himself, of his policy., and of 
his f ~ith., he put off his doublet and jcrlcin -and kf1-elt for his priv2te 
devotions. ,,re arc to]d that he first 1·ecitcd the ps.aln1s of A1iserere 
~n d De Prof lfJJdi,,;-, said his Pater ]\,l oster, and the1i s1ioke the ~rst verses 
of the ps~1hn1 /11 te Do1ni11e sperrr-vi~ ending ,\rith, "Into thy hands 0 
Lord I co111n1end 111y spirit." Then he forgave the cxccutioner 1 n1adc. 
the sign of the cross, kissed the crucifix, took the kerchicr handed him 
by· the executioner., and laid his head 11pon the block..72 "\::\ 1c shaU lend 
detailed attention to Northun1berland's an1a1..ing declaration of faith 

-., QED 1 h n d • .._. ' ] .J :i-, ' .. : .:is y-gray ; one account rcn (Ts Jt gnun-co otucu, 
a Another ycrsion of the .sp~r.-ch (H~rLl\1S.ifl4, # 78i ff. l 7~1 ~s .. ") puts 1t u10rc 

informally: "This good rn:.=m1 the Bishop of ,v orccstcr, shall uc my witnc~s, ..1ncl tlic-
Bishop said 'Ye~'. A.ncl I beseech you all to bear inc \Vatncss th:1t J die: therein." 

--~ ;~ rnong the numcro~1s ~~:counts of the.: actu;:il cx<:<:utiDn -arc: Cnl.S.P.8pnn., XI, 
1~M~ llarL1\1S.2 i.94, # J 1, f. ~2, An1bn$fl1der de ... 1'1onil_leJ" (note 52 nbove)~ I 1 2371 
and ibid., U, 117-rr 8; "J\7untinturberic1Jte (note l6 :-1ho,·e), Xiii, 363~364: Dnndinn 
to J\·f onte1 2 1 Aug. ! 5531 the report of the H anseotic agents to the city of Cologne 
( ~-1 s. H anse A :2 J 1 fl. 3. 9r-4 r) prod d e.i, no d et-ails" ( c~l. j 11 h;·vcu tn ,·e Ii ffN sis C ,r, er 
Artbl'r..re des Sr!CkszehnteJJ Jnbrbtmderts, ,;ol I: Koiner ••• 153 J-15711 
ed._ K. Hohlbaum [Ldpzigi 1896]i p. 60);, Pcrli~ ( l)e.rcription [note l9 a bo1.·c:]1 p. 
17) supplic,.-:: th.c gory detnils-: i~--rJ1c fame executioner- ,v(H~ a ,,;.•hit~ ~pron like !l 

hutd1erts. 1~ Northun1berl:1nd 111adc gr~nd !:H11entations, -at the end throwjng hirn.~elf 
on h~s knees ~ncl pr.JyJng, '[Lord Godt my fathert pray for us poor sinners 1 no,\· and 
in the hour of our dcath.'t After the execution Perlin saw ]ju]e children sopping up 
the hlootl \l'hich h?.d drippe<l through th~ shits of thr. scsffo1d. 
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and policy ~f ter ,ve hnvc de~lt \Vith the ~, conf essionsn and deaths of 
his f ricnds and hcnchn1cn, Sir John Gares and Sir Thornas Pal111er. 

Sir John Gate~ \V1S incxtricsbiy invoh'cd in ii.ll of Northun1bcr-
land's political actions and had been a field con1n1ander in the ill-fated 
exped idon against the Princess lVIary. A .servant of the Cro,vn and a 
courtier in the days of 1-Icnry \ 1111~ he had for years been kno\Yn as a 
follo,ver and confidant of the Dul{e~ Shortly after Northun1berland 
c:unc to po,vcr, he ,vns created Sheriff of Essex, and in April r 5 5 1 

,vas n1aclc \ 1ice~Chan1herla in and \Yas entrusted ,virh the sensitive 
security post of Captain of the Guards .. Not long after\vard he ,vas 
n1nde ChnnccHor of the Duchy of Lancastcrt and ,vas greatly enriched 
by· grants or purchases of cro,vn lands~ 1nostly fron1 Son1ersct'"s estates. 
Needless to s~y., he ,v~s deeply invoh·cd in Northun1bcrland's con-
spiracy against So1nersct. 1-Ic managed, son1cho,v, to gain the iH-vvill 
of all parties rind the hatred of most.. 

After Northun1hcrland, Gares \Vas next brought to the scaffold, 
\vhere he ne:tr 1y as taciturn as ,vas his ,vont, though the f c,v ,vords 
\Vhich he spoke ,, 1cre not ,vithout pa rhos ancl c: ]oquence+ ,,, c arc tol<l 
that he said: 

j\-f y con1ing hither tl-us day, good people, js to die; ,vhcrc.-of I ~ssurc you alI I 
an1 \,teH ,vorthy, for 1 hAve )jved '1S vicio\rnly and "'"ickedly all the dny~-of n1y 
Jifc as :any n1:3n hath done in the \VorlJ. I was the g-rcrrtcst reader of Scripture 
that n1ight he 1 of a 111c1n of n1y degree; and -a ,vorse follo,ver thereof ,vas not 
living, for I dtd not read to the intent to he edtfied ther.ehy-1 r-.or to nid the glory 
of God, but contrarhvisc arrogant1y to be seditious and to dispute thereof, and 
pri,l::itely to intcrpr~t it ::ifter 1ny O\Vn liking and affection. \:Vherefore, good 
people, 1 exhort you all to be,vare ho,v and af tcr , .. ~lrnt sort you con1c to read 
God his ho]y \vordi for it is t10 trjfle or piayi ng gan1e to n1eddle \VJ th God his 
holy n1ys-c:crics. St~nd not too n1uch in your O"\Vn conceits! for like ns the bee 
off one fio\ver doth gather honey, and the spider poison off tbc :smne, even so 

. ynu [also,] .except you hun1hly :sutnnit your.'i~lvcs to Godi ~nd charin, bly re~d 
the sttn1c to the intent to be edified thereby, it is unto you as poison and \Vorse; 
and better it is to 1et it alone. 

Then, after he had publicly begged the Queen's forgiveness, and that 
of nll · the ,vorld 1 he asked all those present to pray for the ren1ission 
of his sins. Ref using the. kerchief for his eyes~ Gates then laid do,vn 
his head ,vhich the bun1b]ing executioner could not sever until three 

, hlo,vs ha.d been struck. There \vas in G~tes:ts staternent no intin1c1tion 
,v hatcvcr that he had renounced his Protestantism! no apology for his 
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o,vn pub lie fhe dour courage of the rnan sorncho,v din1inishes 
the very real sins of his puL]ic life _.:i 

Sir l.,hun1as J?aln1cr, the last to die, in considerable measure rc-
dec1ued a violent and vicions Jifc by rhe g:1llautry andJ one can alrnost 
say, the gaiety of hi~ conduct on rhe scaffold+ Of a Sussex gentle 
fatuity, llaln1cr ,vhcn very young hccarnc a professional soldier, of 
jn1pressivc nbility in junior conunands and rcno,vncd us savagely reck-
less in hattle. EarJy· in Ed,vard's .reign he enjoyed numerous favors 
frotn Son1crset, ,vho spoke ,v~rrnly of his v~lor and ,\ras greatly in1-
prcsscd by Paln1cr~s relief of I-J :-1ddington in the Scottish \Yar. As the 
siege "'ore on, Lord c; rcy, ,vith son1c hcsi tation, entrusted :1 n1ountcd 
con11n and of consi d crn b I e strcn gt h to Jln liner ::1 n d Bo, v·es, , vi th in stru c~ 
-rions to act as a diversionary force in order to lift the pressure on 
I·Iaddington :tnd ro spoi] and burn the But there \Vere 
also specific instructions not to engage the slrong French cav~lry in 
the area. Instead, and on hjs o,?n responsibility, Pc1ln1er s,-vung <li-
rel:dy at a large F rcnch .f orcc ,vhic.:h in a hlood y action drove the 
Engl1sh hack a distance of eight rnil es hef ore the batt1e ,vas hilted. 
So1nersct \Vas in a black r~ge ,,~hen the ne\vs reached hirn, and he 
scvcrc]y chnstiscd Paln1cr for his incon1pctencc and his violation of 
,v·rittcn orders. Palmer shou]d, in fact~ have been relieved and c.:a~h-
iercd~ By his denounccn1cnt Son1er~ct hnd gained a 1nortal enerny ,rho 
~t once transferred his personal a1legiance to T\1ar,vickl ,vho bccn.n1e 
his intin1ate and ,vho extended to hirn the ,vho]c of his favor. Son1c. 
n1onths 1:ncr, ,vhen Northnn1berland dre,v the rent<1clcs of conspiracy 
around Son1ersct, it ,\~as Pallner ,vi) o supplied the crucial evidence 
\vhich \Vas h1 lse and perjured in every i1nporn111t particu]nr. l 'here-
nf tcr the t\v·o n1cn ,vcrc f ore,,cr j oincd together in their con1mon fate. 
At rhe end~ as ,ve have seen, N orthun1 bcrland con f cssed that the 
ch~rgcs ~gninst the Protector h ~a been f ~lsc. P:tl n1cr1 for hi.~ p:trt, 
cleared his conscience as ,vcll~ stating that the ,Y-rittcn accusations 
\r-hich be had laid against Son1crsct ,-vcrc of Northun1bcr1and's con-
triving and that he had upheld then1 at the Duke's re9uest.H 

The ghastly incon1petcnce of Gates's executioner scen1cd not to 

,vc f ollo,i.~ f-lad.l\.1S.284, # 79, ff. l 2 7''-12 8r1 to be found ,;,,;,•ith flight variations 
in Ston·, A,nurlcs ( note 19 ahnve ), p. 6r 5, anrl jn Bayler, To1vcr of Loudon ( note 
62: aborc) 1 App. p. x1ix; Stryp~, CnH1111er (nnte 59 .lbo,·c), 11 451-451, prints a short 
,-crsion of G::1tl'S~~ speech ,vfrhout .i;;pecifylng his source. 

YL Cal.S.P.Sptm., XI 1 187j uRlhtion (le 1\-u:.::cusation ... u• (note 59 :lhcwc), f. 206~·. 
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daunt Paln1er at alli ,vho alnlOSt jauntily doffed his cap as he crossed 
the scaffold to the east rail to speak to those asscn1blcd~ He shook 
hands as ,vcll Yvith all near his path, nnd then bo,ving to all those 
present he said loudly, '(God give you ~ll good n1orro\v/' to \vhich 
,nany ~houtedJ HGnod 1norro\v,'' in reply. '''iLh an ahnost saucy 
Galge11bu'luor, }lahncr continued his rctnarks by saying 1 ~'I do not 
doubt but that I have a good 111orro,-v, and shall ha,rc I trust a better 
good cvcn+11 Those courageous prclin1i11arics cornplctcd, Paln1er turned 
to the c 1conf cssion), '" hich the sixteenth century expected of those 
\Fho \Vere to be done to de-a.th. 76 

l\l y n1asters ( quoth he) God save you all: it is not unkno,vn unto you 1vhere~ 
fore I co111e hither, 1,rhich I have ,vorthilv ,vell deser,·ed at God~s h'1n&s, for l .. 
kno,v it to be his JhTinc ordinance) by th.ls nlcrins to call 1ne to his 111crcy, and 
to teach n1c to kno,v 111yscff, """lrnt I an1, and ,-vhcrcunto ,ve nre nH subject: I 
thank his 111erciful goodness" for he h:1rh. caused n1e to learn more in one Jittle 
ch1.rk cornet in yonder To, 1i.ter, than e\'Cr I learned by any tn1.Ycl in so nrn.ny 
places as I ha·ve been, for tn.crc (I say) I lrnvc seen God, ,vlrnt he is, and ho,v 
unsc~rch~b]c his \\'Ondrous ,vorks: arc~ and l\o\v infinite lus n1ercies be; I have 
seen there 111ysc1f thoroughly 1 and ,vhat I an11 nothing but a lump of ~in1 earth~ 
du~t, and of a11 v1]ent:ss. n1osr ,Tilest; 1 b~r~.i-e seen there an<l know· ,vh:1t the ,vorld 
is1 ho, v V'1 in, dee e1 tf l1 l, tran si tor y 1 and short it fo, ho,v , v j ck c<l and 1 o a thson1 c 
the ,vorks thereof arc in the sight of God~s 1najcst:y, ho-,v he nefrher regardeth 
the menaC"'.es of the proud n1en and mighty one~, neither dc.~p•seth the hun1b]c-
ness of the poor nnd lo\dy ,.-..-hich c1rc in the san1c ,vorld. fjno Hy, I have seen 
there ,vhat death is, ho,v near hcinging over every rn:-1n1s head 1 and yet ho\v 
runcertain the tirneJ and ho,v unkoo,\•n to all 1ntn, anc..l h(nV lit tic it is to be 
fen.red; :ind should I fear death? or be sad the ,rcfore? have I not seen t\\'O cHe 
bcf ore rninc eyes? Y ca, and ,vfrhjn the hearing of n1ine ea Ts? No, neither the 
spriu1.:Iing of the biood~ or the shedding thereof, nor the bloody axe itse1f shaH 
mcl ke me f raid; nnd no,v t:1 kmng ill)' leave to the sa111c, I pr-ay you -aH to pray 
for rne: corne on good f cHo,v ( quoth he) arc thou he that 111ust do the deed? 
I forgive thee ,vith aH n1y heart, and then kneeling do"'n 1 laying his head on 
the block, said, I ,vill ~ee ho,v rncct the hlock is for n1y neck, I pray thee strJke 
not yeti for I ha"i:c a f c,v pr~ycrs to say, and th~t done, snjke on God 1s nan,e., 

. good ]cave haYc thou, his prayers ended, and desiring ench man to pray for 

,:-: Tln:rc arc tbrcc :sou1ci.vhitt differing versions of Palinc[ 1s spc~ch. ,:i.r c here 
follo\V Stow (AnJMfrs [note [ 9 ;lho\Te], pp, 615-616); his source seems to h:nTl: been 
l·Iarl.J\1S. l 94, ,,;,Thi ch ,v:=ts contemporaneous :.nd \,·as alsr> printed! \\'"1th very f c,v 

ltcrations 1 hy Njchols ( f:br£Jnicle of Queen Jmie [note 2.:2 above.] 1 pp. i 3-14 ). 
Nichols ~ho print.~ (ibid., pp. 22-2 :l, note 3) an ac-count fron1 H~rl.J\iS.,53 ( St;~rkcis 
tr:ins.cdpts); -.1lso jn B-nyley1 'To'wcr of London ( note 62: above), pp. 424-425. YV c:: 
also subn1it H.1.r1J\1S.2:.S4, # 801 ff. 1 i8-1 iSv, .,.vhic.:h di:ff crs con.ddc:rabiy fro111 rhe 
other manuscripts under study. 
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hin1l he foid do\\'n h.is head again~ and su the executioner tool,: it f ron1 hin1 at 
one stroke.a 

This brave and appealing speech of a 1ninor conspirator in the great 
plot of the ~uccession ,vas to be long rcn1c111bered, and IJlust in n1a ny 
,v-ays have rnoved n1en n1orc than did the overly contrived oration 
,vhich Northun1berland had 1nade. Palrner n1ade it 3bundantly clear 
that he died 11. Protestant, nnd that -Jssurancc of salvation had conic to 
him in hjs o,vn dark roon1 in the 1'o,vcr and not through the inter-
cession of any priest. Nothing that the scaffold could threaten shook 
his resolution or the failh ,vhich he had gained after so n1uch of travail. 
It is no 1vonder that Bez~ seized upon Pa liner's stout heroisin \Vhcn he 
sought to fling out a counter-offensive against the hann that North-
un1bcrland had done to the Protestant cause jn England. The craven 
fear of the Duke is set in effective relief, as Beza adroitly dte\V the 
contrast 1vith the heroic death of Palmer. Here rhen ,vas a guiet, an 
nlmost joyous, trust in the ref orn1cd faith in ,vhich he had so bravely 

'i.:i I.:iarl.J\'1S.194 adds: BThdr corpses, ·with the hccl.ds1 \n::rc buried in tiw chapel 
jn the To\vcr; the Duke ~t the hlgh alrnt, :1nd the other two at the netlu:r end of the 
chnrch. You n1u5t understand that Sir Thom;1s Palmer had m1Ec:h longc:r talk on the 
Sl=~ff ohl, Lut that a Core rchc~rscd w~s in 1n;111ru;r the stun tl1c::n.:-u[.'t - Chronicle of 
Queen )tme (note ii 8-Uov~)~ p. i4-

Thc text in T·T11rlJ\1.S.284~ # Sn1 ff. I 28-l 28'·, ,~·ith its: interesting v::ni;1tions, 
f uUows: '•First ,.,_·frh a sn11Hng cuunt.cnanc:c he s~id, guud n1urn to you ~ll good 
people, ye co1ne hitticr to see inc d ic1 and n1oreo,·er ye cotne to sec \1i.'hat: ne\vs I 
h"'\'C: 1riarry, I ,;.,•cH tdl you. l ha\·c sc~n Jllorc in yonder terrible place (poi11ting 
lu~vard t.he To,~·er) tlrnrt e,:er J sa,v be{ ur.c dHoughout all the 1·ealn1s that eyer I 
\ 1i.'~ndcrc'1, for there T h"J.ve seen God. I h~\·e s~en the \Vorld, :i.nd I have seen 111yself. 
And ,vlicn I hchdd inysclf, l S~\\' nothing cJsc -but :a piece of ,•jle !iUme "J.nd chJy 
fuH uf curJ·uptiou :uul iui(]Uity+ I Sr.\ ·v the '\Vorld nuthtng ch;e hut v:1nity and ~n tl1e 
pleasures anrl n·e::i:sons thereof naught w·nrthy. I SJ\\T God oinnipotent his power 
infinite,· his rnercy i11eo1nprchcnsihle. A11d \\."hen I S:l"i.\-T this, I most humbly sub-
rnitt·cd rnysel f unto hin\ beseed1ing hjn1 of 1nercy and p<lrdon for n1ine offence and 
[ trust he hath forgi,Tcn 111c.: for he caHed n1c once ere this ·before but J "'tou1d not 
~isten to ·him: ·but e\0 en no·w by this sharp deed of death he h~th C8.1Jcd rnc unto 
him. I tn1st the ,\'jngs of his n1crcy shall spread over rnc and sa,·c n1e. And I do 
h~re opr.t'lly <:onfc-ss hcf ore you all, Ch ri!!,°t to be the vc,y ~on of Gnd the Fitther 1 

born of tho \ 7frgin J\f ary \ ... ~t10 cainc into the \vorld to fulfill the b,v for u~, ti.nd to 
uc.:ar our off e1ic.:c upon 11is. L::i.ck arid ~uff crt:d his pa.i;siun for our reden1ptir:.1n, by the 
\i;.:"hich I trust ro be sal-'ed. And m,111r more ,vord~ he s-pake to th~ like effect; 
then he de-sired the people to pr~r that he n1ight steadfastly stand jn his b~lic.f, th~t 
the i~ dead ucf ore him1 nor the block ,.~:hich there lay1 might not mal..:c hirn :ifra~d 
to snffcr, This r-tftcr he hil!d ~sked the Qucen,s forgjvc:ncss upon hi~ knees ~nd 8!U the 
pc oplc 's, He read th c psa1 m of }.fi5er ere a: n d cert a in otb er prayers. He did meekly 
s u fr' er exe cu tJ on. 'l 
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died. The t,vo n1en are sec in dra1natic contr~1st: the 111::1.n \vho dis-
sc1nblcd the Gospel and the once sinful n1an ,vho at his end loved and 
cherished tl1e. Gospel of Christ. 77 

(To be concluded) 

~. 'Response a t1 co71[ersio~1 dr£ feu Due Jenn de Nortb111nbeliide1 'llnglunrs dc-
capite en A11gler~rre { [ Geneva], 1; 54; facsimile ed. ,1·ith jnnoduction -by ~-1111c. 
A.-H. Ch,n1bard, [Lyon] 1 1.9 59 ) 1 p. 33. This ~nouyn1ous \",.rork, ,vhich may certainly 
be atnilnnc<l to Theodore Reza, hc1.s bcco1nc very .r?.rci on1y four t.:opjcs iJdog kno,vn 
to us: t\YO in the D-6.tish l\1uscuw] :tnd one each ir.i the: Dordcaux Biuliotheque 
t\•1 uni cipil o and the P8: r1 1 i brary of the J\.1i ni~tc re de J n J ) cf en sc. J\11no. Cl hl ubard 
has done the -..vorld of karning a gn:~t scnricc hy presenting thh. fo.csin1ile reproduc~ 
tion 1 ·with ·her own valuable jrnrullucdon. \\'h{:Il Prof cssor Poilard ,vrote that 
Pa1nlCrts speech ._1\\~ns published it Geneva is sontc set-off against the dukc'st he 
undouhtcdl}' h~d Bez-a's R.espousc in 1nind ( A. F. Polhrdt Tbe His-tory of England 
. . . ( 1547-1603) LLondon., 1911], p. 98). 
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CONTRIBUTOllS TO TI-IIS ISSUE 

A·1ADJ~LFTN".E Ro,vsE G J.EA50l\'" \\'as described by Professor "\V+ 1{. J ordnn'.' in a 
preface ,;vritt~n in J 967, as one '"\,,.ho has ,-.·orkcd ''-?ith n1c on r1ll 1ny books for 
al 1110S t thirty )' c-~ l'S. i, 

l{ATII.ERI?'{E ScuALL ]ARVJS is an cditorfol assisti3nt for the Bibliography of 
A'Jjtericnn Literature ,vhich ,v~s being con1pj]ed nn<ler the direction of Jacob 
Blanck unti1 his death on 2 3 December , 974. 

\:\T 1 L nuR l( ITC rr EN ER JORDAN, Leroy B? Y\l i Hi atns P 1·of csso r of I-1 i story and 
Politic3I Econo1ny, Eurcritus"' at I-1al"'\'ard and f onner Pres1 d~nt ( 1943-1960) 
of RactdHf e CoJlegcl h:is 1,rrfrten n1~ny articks and t .. oo ks, incl uujng 1lhe De-
1.iclop,uent of" l{eligious 1~oleration iu E11glnnd ( 4 vols., 193 i~40) ~nd Edir;atd 
JI'/ (i vols., r968-70)~ 

RrcnARD S. KrNNEDY is Professor of English at Ten1pJe Uni,Tersity; his Harvard 
dissert~tion ( r 95 3) ,,,as a critical hiblic,graphy- of '£ho111as ,,,. olf e, he con-
tributed nThonrns \:Volf c ~t llarvjrd, 1910-r 92. 3/l to the r 950 volume of the 
l-]Al{ VA Un l...rnkARY IltiLLETlN i nnd his other 1-\•rjtings jnclutlc '1 'he lVind o~v of 
1lf e,111ory .~ 'J1)e Literary Cttreei· of T/.101nns TT r olf e., .. which ,,,.as published by the 
University of N nrth C:1ro1ina Pre!-;s in 1962. 

Rus1n\Ton1-..1 i\1. I(1onr.:n, Assj~tant Professor of ~~ng]isb at \\rich1ta State L1ni 
ver.~ityi JS the :-1uthor of ~'Religious I1nagcry in the Poetry of Dyfon Thon1:1~/~ 
a Coiurnbia Uni,·crsity dissertadon ( 1969), 

En\VARD ~A... LANGIIAI\S is Associate Profe~sor of Drania nt the LTnivcrsity of 
H:;nvaU; hjs dtssertation at Yale ( r 9 5 5) 1-\·as entitled uStaging Pr_actices in the 
H .. cstn ration T'1 l-e ~trc, 1 6 60- r 6'8 2 • "' • 

RonF.RT LEE l\ 1oLFr, Coolidge Professor of Hh:tory at Han=-ard) has ,vritten 
bool~s and rdcles 0:1 the Byz~ntine .1nd Ottonrnn En1pires and on the \ 1ic.:torfan 
noveJ; his ,vritings on the latter subject inch1de contrjhutjons to the 1959 and 
1974 vo]un,es of the I-IAH\'AKP LWRAR'\r BuLLETJN rind three books: 1~he Golden 
J( e'J: /1. Study of the Fiction of George A1ncl)ouald ( 1961), Strange Stories 
( i 97 r), and Sensational T7 ictorhin: The Life nnd Fiction of iliary Eliz-t1beth 
Rraddon (soon to be puhlished)+ 
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