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rci s cm papc].' 19 The first substantial 
book p rin red in South An1erica, the 
TJoctrina Cbristia1u1~ y catecis1110 partt 
instrvGcion de los l'11dios. 4°) Lin1a, 
1584) bears belo,v the imprint the no-
ta ti on: 'I'!.Sta tassado vn Real por cadn: 
p1 iego) en pap el. J. 2 0 S on1etj mesJ as in 
one of the examples abovei the num-
b er of re:a les or ma ra vc<l is ,vas origi-
ng lly left blank, and one can only 
imagjne the discussions ,v.ith the tax 
col Iccto rs! 

Although 1n ost of the Spanish cx:-
n m pies of printed sheet nun1 bers 
,vl 1 id 1 11-a vc been observed a re cor rcct 
to the half-sheet, six of rhen11 or one 
in five of those obscnrcd~ _give a total 
,vhich is higher by a half-sheet to a 
she et and a half than is acn1 ally con-
tained jn the hooks. Since only one 
in sta n cc has been noted in ,v hi ch the 
sl 1eet nu 111 ber is 1 ess than the book 

,~ The exan1pl es a re ta 'ken f i:-om , 7 j nde l, 
A1tmurrl1 VT, Nos. r6::u, 19731 1947, <a.nd the 
H~rn~rd copy of J\·1a.nuc] rio , 1alle de 
l\.1 nu ta 1 De fn cmitMioni hu s scrt _enr~lmis ! 2. (I 

(Evora, r 6: o) • In the h!-it e:-,:-ample t11 e fig-ui::-e 
.. 3-2 91' is in setted in in~~ 

Copy at 1-J arrard. 

contains: and that by only one ]eaf, 21 

jt is ob v j ous th at the mere ha nts1 'o pti- · 
mism, i if ,ve may be euphemistic-. has 
interfered ,vith the accuracy of the 
count. The fact that the errors, jf any, 
arc ah\'ays, or nearly ahvays, to the 
advantage of the vendor may pe.rhnp~ 
be a ccc ptcd in lieu of do cu rnc ntntion 
th~t at least in Spain the printed sheet 
nun1bcrs ,ycrc:: placed on the titles as 
a con vcn icn te in cal cul atj ng prices. 

The e1nployment of quire :as \vcU 
a~ she.et numbers in some of the earEer 
F re ilch boo ks is 1css easy to ex plain. 
Perhaps th cir use nros c through a con-
fusion of purposes: a holdover, on the 
one hand, fron1 the registers-. ::is repre-
sented by the quire numbers, and~ on 
the othel'i the ne\ver idea of a device 
for th C I ead r c:1] cul a ti on of prices") as 
sho,vn in the sheet numbers. 

\\TI LLJA:r..1 A. j ACKSO:tii: 

!2 L A lo1"1so de l.cdesina! RouicmcN'o y 1non-
Jtnw iJ:mr ginad o, 8~, Ila rc-e1on ::1, I 6 1 6, wl1 i ch 
is marked '"14." and i~ said (Vinc-lel) A-fanual~ 
\:r ! No. 1400) to con rain 1 ~l lea. \'CS or twtn ty-
fou r sh-e cts and one leaf. H o,vever, t~o 
pra per co 11a ti on {1f th is book 11 :is h een 
found. 

The Tale of Jt1lia a11d PrL111eo 

T HE n1 a nu script that no,v bears 
the ntnnber J\-1S Typ 24 in the 
col I e ct ion of the I) e partment 

of Grap,1ic Arts of the I-larvard Co1-
l ege Library has been d cs crib ed in 
son1e detail in a catalogue of E. P~ 
Goldschmidt & Company; l nnd in 
paTt hy James Wardrop in a recent is-

1 Cat:akiguc 5-0, Sr.m.tCf.! of Enp)isf1 ! ... itcra-
tun· before , 640 (Loru..loni 1939) lot 3, 10. 

sue of this IluLLETIN. 2 I\.1r ,vardrop 
identjfics the ,vrjter and decorator of 
the n1an1.1script as the \T eronese antj-

Felice Fc1ichtno, and .reproduces 
(Plate I) Fcliciano~s e]aboratc title-
pages for hvo of the 11ovelle ( the first 
is: reproduced also as Flute XII in the 

2 ~six I tali an j\1:m u scripts in the Dc.part-
n1ent of Graphic Art5/ HAnvARP . Lrn~-\RY 
BuLLETn,-, Vll ( t95]) ! ~:z 1~2zz. 
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Goldschm1dt catalogue)~ Feliciano, 
primarily an archaeologist and espe-
cially an epigraphist 1 ··w-as a]so the 
author of sonnets and of a novella en-
titled Justa victoriai c111ligrapher, a 
printer. and (2ccord1ng to Sabhadino 
deg li Ari en ti) :in :11 chcn1 ist. I--I c ,vas a 
f ricnd of l\1 ante gna and of Gi ovn nni 
BeJlini. Born in 14 3 i or 14 3 J1 he \Vas 
ncth..-e as ]ate ;-is ,476; the dnte of his 
death is not kno,vn~3 , 

The man\1script, bearing no scribal 
date or n1ark of O\\'nershipl contajns 
the follo\vjng ten item~, of ,vhich only 
items 3 a.n d 7 g i vc n:uncs of aut h or.s: 4 

r. The ,ve1l-kno,vn anonymous 
·novella conunonly called Ippolito e 
Leonora (often un j usti fia bl y a ttri bu tcd 
to Leon Ba tti:sta A] b erti) . 

2.. A sonnet beginning 'Chi uol 
b el ia ui ctoria e star sicuro.' n 

3. Leonardo Bruni's ,ve1l-kno,vn 

;I; See Al!!ssandro l\iortata, C,a.-rtogo dd 
1,ittrJo.sc.t Itti ital foni dJ e • . • s i con serixmo 
nella Blblioteca Bodldana a Oxford (Oxford,. 
I 864) 1 co ls. J 4-18 and 7 4 ( J\ t orta ra describes 
t\vo mam.1:scripts ,-..·rittcn by Fclidano 1 one 
can uini ng chic.fly ] e tters of his oi;.v rl, the 
otl1er a. copy of La bet fo ,11,m{) nf Giusto de' 
Corl ti) ; G ic:nranni Papanti 1 Cat~! o go d ei 
no veUieri i tc:rti an i iu pro1:, (Leg horn] 1 87 l } , 
l, l 4~ -and H, v-vi ('Prefazione'), di-},,.-xi,T 
( 1N ove He gg iunte;,. text of J c,ru2 victorfa 1 

F elic:i and:;; 11 ovella) ll. S chonc, ~r c1 ici s 
Fclic:i an i V crone ns ts opmcu 1 um i oed it urn1' 

Ephemeris Epigrap!Jica1 I { [87~), 255-:z.69, 
. Cu rzj o j\-fa.zzii 1Sonttti di Felice F c 1 i ci~no/ 
Rihliafilfo, Ill ( I 901-1901), ss--6"8~ Lenerio 
di Frand ~, "/\1 cvell irlica ( l\ 1 ib,n) HJ :t 4-::!! 5) , I, 
3} l-334 (di Fn.nda £1..nnma.r11.cs and discusses 
Fclit::fano's novella), Giuseppe Fiocco, iFelice 
Ji' cli ciano am ico d egli srti~ti ,' At c/Ji,.i.rio 
Ven etD-Trid e-n tino"'I 1 X ( r 9~6} 1 I 1:18-l o 1; 
\ 7ictot Scho1dcrcrl iA Note on Felix Anti-
q u :Hi us:!' Gm en berg-] .a1irbuc.b ( 1 9 J 3) ) ppa 
34-3 5;. and ,, jttotio Ross t, l l qur1uroee11to 
(Mihm, 1945), pp. 178 -Jnd :211. n. n .. 

.. l n g uot~ tio11s from the mr:i n u:::icript the 
~pe 1 l in g1 ca pirn 1 iza. tion 1 a.n d punctua. t10n of 
the original .ire . rcta ine d; but ,vords a re 
separated and ~posuophcs ::irl! hu:rotluccd 
according to the usual modem practice+ 

Ii This sonnet i !: by A lbcni ~n d is pub-

110 vel/ a of Sele u cusJ Antioch us, and 
Stra tonic e+ 

4-6. A group of three anonymous 
1zovelle, all of thc1n evidently by the 
same \ 7enetjan author~ and aH of them 
talcs of love and death.. 1'he tides of 
the three novella arc: 

(4) Julia vnica figliola. de misier 
giouanne de castelli da l'amorc di 
uno gionane presa 1 e dal padre 
ca u tc losan1cn tc n10.ri ta ta, se u ccidetc 
con la. medesn1a spada de l\11n:1to 
gi oua: n c,. il qua 1 e sa puta la m orte 
dcla .sua an1antci cautamente ]a note 
a pcrta la sua sep ol n1 ra, sopra dcl 
1n orto corp o con J a propri a man o si 
uccidctc. 

(5) Hkronymo di bracchi pado-
ano An1ando vna. gjouane e con-
stre cto d al pad re di tor per n1 o glie 
ncga al pad re non u o lere 1n2ri tarsi. 
Et Jangucndo per amore nellc sue 
brace gl i concj cdc 1n orte c he 1 a 
d cstdc ra ta g j o u ape s i ad uc dcssc 
l"ultin10 giorno et a questo n1odo E 
giouaneti in~unorati per nmote fini-
rono la lo ro vita. 

(6) Antonia di Cresenzo da 
montag n ana a ttcntendo di par ln re 
ad un gioua.ne da lei an1a ta c di la 
sua nl ortc ca g j on c e gran11 s.s1111a-

r .p < n1 e nte nmcssa con poca pacl en tm 
li n brue d isperata. 
7~8. T\\.'O Ital inn eclo gll es entitled: 6 

( 7 ) Leon is b a ptiste Al berti:t pa-
tr ic i j florenrjnj Eg]oga nornine 
1""ynis. 

lished in his O per e vol gQti, ed, Anicio 
Bonucci (FJorcnce! 1843-49), III! ·l9S'. On 
Albe rtrs I t~l i~n verse ~e e Gi i:-ohlmo J\·fo n cl ni 1 

l"itu di L~(in Battfst(l Alberti, 2nd ed. {Flor~ 
en.eel 1911) 1 pp. 78--83. 

The fi TSt of these r,..,To ie c 1 ogu e!5 l1 as not 
previous] y be:cn rcco.tdcd 1 as f aF -as I ~m 
a ware i it rn1.1 y ,vel l be · by Al bcrti. Th c :sec-
ond j b v Alberti Rnd j s: publi~hed in his: 
0 p r:re vol g.arJ t V, 3 59-3 6 r -
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( 8} Eg] o gn Cory1n bus. 

9+ An 9 non y 1n ous tcn-1 i ne stanza1 
oegjnning 'llidi: s'jo pfongo: Ridi 
false, bcnc4 t 

10. An anonyn1ous ccloguel entitled 
thus: 

Egloga nella qu~le Tyrioto e gti-
s:a ld o pas tori e m:.1drfo.l) con sue r j n1 e 
j ~<lruz ul e d in1 ostrano l I eta prescn tc . . . csser gj on ta 1n sunnn a 1 nop1 a et 
miser la, e piu non si cxtin1a r u i rtu tc, 
et conic ]a corte di S'lncta chicsia e 
piena di uicij e scc1lcragine. 1 

1"he Go] d iC I l 1n id t cat~ 1 o gue, :if tcr 
no rj n er that the hero of itc111 4 is nan1 ed 

C, 

Pn1neo) makes this state1nent: 
The na:mes of the rw-o lover~ the con-

cl usiun ,;,.vh h P .runeo breaking · in to 
Giulia's tou1h ind committing suicide 
ov-er her corpse, and other cl c ti i ls a re 
cleat l y sornciv h-J. t Iem i nisce nt of Ro'Jne o 
Q-n d J u1ie t, Lu t other esse n tfo.1 trnitsi such 

· as the drug inducing deathlike sleep! are 
missing. -N evcrthclcss the no,• el 1 A i: of 
interest as one of the antecedent J 1n k !i 
between Xenophon of Ephesus! j\ 1 nsuc-
cio, Luigi d-a PoiTo and Shakespeare. 

\Vard rop, foll o,v j n g this statement, 
ref crs to the 11 ovelln, in passing, as: :a 
version of the story ,vhich inspired 
Shakcspcarc 1s Ronieo ~nd Ju:iet.."_ . 

The story, l oc:a l ized 1 n \ 7 en u~c1 1s) 1 n 
surrunaryt as follo,vs: 

Juliat the beautjful daughter of the 
old and ,vca1thy Giovanni di c~1stelH 

There fa on deposit in the Department 
of Grophic Ans a~t: I-1:.uyacd, a,11?the~ m:a[lU-
script1 almost entuelr m }, ehcjano s ha!1d, 
cont::dninf nvo of the novelle of l\-1S 1 yp 
:i:4~ Druni s and the lppollta e Leon.()rt1, to-
gether with t\Yo ot hc.r not.jell e (Decam.n-o n 
I\T I and tht GrtHUJ lcgn~fola)t ~omc fifty 
.sonn crs by V elicfanot scvcra 1 ~ther poe:ms~ 
~nd some nii~c-cl 1:3 nc ous pro.se plec-es~ 3 mong 
them letters by Fc:liciano. ~his manusc.ri~t 
fa desc-.ribed1 ::tnd in p~l't puhk~hed, by l\13.zzt, 
Bi bl iofi /iQ I I HI 5 5--6S. 

anrl hjs ,vife, is seen1 as she sits at her 
,vindo,v., lly a ,vorthy young 1n:an, 
Prunco degH A.stolfi1 ,vhose home~ it j5 
sai d1 i~ close to a Frnn c-i scan convent. 
l"hcy fal1 in love~ and find opportu-
nit;/ to spend n1any nights together! 
undiscovered. 1"hey_ c x change \.'O\ vs 
,vhich tl1cy appear to regard as 1nari-
raL Julb.1~ fathet is anxious to see her 
nrn.rricd., {or her protection in case of 
his death1 and ,,,jrhout her knotvledgc 
enters into negotiations: ,vith one 
Dario Contarini 1 a ,vorthy young man 
of higher station than Julia)s, ,,•ho is 
nevertheless persuaded by the pron1ise 
of a large do,vry and the nssu ran cc 
that he \~.rHl be nm.de the heir to the 
f :1.thcr' s ,vca l th, I-I e con1 cs to the 
house for the betrothal 1 together with 
members of both f an1 i1ics. Jul j a is 
broughtt unfore\\'arned, into the 
room in ,·vhich they are gathered: she 
is cxtren1ely distressed~ LJut unable to 
resj~t. Dariots relatives, hn\•jng seen 
Julia., a pprovc the betrothal. Ju Ii a and 
P run eo me et on the foll o,ving n tg ht 
~nd reaffirm their mutual fidelity. 
,vi 1cn they part, J u1ia. already secretly 
detennined to dje, asks Prunco to 
leave ,vjth her the s,vord that has 
gu:1 rd cd then1 f ron1 periL P runeo gj ~."es 
it to her. and nfter returning to her 
rootn she p 1 u n gcs it in to her heart. 
On the foHo,ving morning her body 
is dis-covered by her father and by the 
sen-Tan ts of the house. Extrcrne parcn-
ta 1 gdef and lan1cntation by the senl"-
ants ensue+ On the same morning1 
Pru n eo 1 ,va lki n g alone in the cloister 
of the Franci~cln convent, as he ,vas 
,.,_,on t to do in ti mes of trou b1 e1 learns · 
of J ulfa.1s death by overheadng monks 
talking to ~ach other about it, and~ on 
questioning them, is to1d that her body 
is alrea cl y in the convent church 
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a waiting the last rites. On the: fol lo,v-
i ng nightJ when the fifth hour has. 
passed1 he goes to the convent ceme-
tery \Vith t,vo s,\'om fdcnds; per-
suades th cn1 to help him Ii ft the co\rer 
of the mar h]e tomb; enters it; nnd t 
ctnbracing Julia's body., stabs hin1scl! 
,vith a sharp knife, and dies. The 
novel la closes ,vit h an a pos tro ph e 
praising J u1ia as a glorious e:,.:an1p le of 
constancy 1 inveighing against fcn1inine 
inconstancy i and con1men ding as 
sa l u ta!),. the c onsid era.ti on of the pi te-
o us case of Julia and Pruneo. 

~fhc story, which n1ns to a length 
of ::1 bout six thousa ad ,vordsi is very 
poor 1 y constructed; the nurratio n i 
h ro kc n by nu me rou s a po stropl 1cs,. is 
ch.1n1sy; the sty 1 e is very po or indeed; 
the langu1:1 ge. a a incorrect I tul 1 an ,vit h 
a strong \T cnetjan coloring, is 1111-

p leasg n t; and the text js disfigured l 1 y 
scribal c arelessn e.ss, The n ove J l tt is 
scarcely ,vorth publication as a \\rhole, 
but the account of the death of 
Prunco (f. 3 5., r:ccto and verso) is 
printed here\\! h h! 

Le p nrole present:e. di p ruu co in tanto 
terror mi.sero Ii du j co1n pagni ch e prcsti 
comiazarono . ad exprhn~ntarc di leuare 
il gr11!uc coperchio e da pruneo aintAti con 
certc st-a nghc c he 1 i presso troua rono 
put:o nwno a resentirlo, ct 'l poco a poco 
qua ndo, con stanghc qua. nd o con le loro 
c in tu re tan to f eceno c he q ucUo mosscno 
del proprio logo! e tanto lo dilon.go dale 
co1nn1issu re del s ep ulchro ch e prnn co ui 
potfa intra re, E q uale non te:merario per 
] sua gi oua n cza .se d imo.stro quR le h 
ragionc uo 1 ia 111 a di sa.mban Jon~ to tutto 
dentro sc ui gi toe, c prcso ii mor to corpo 

. sopra di q ucU o stran gossa to rj n1asc per 
longo sp-acio, ma la uolenta caz."-ta da 
monai so 1 icitudinc non gH conccssc 
tempo al tropo poter din1orare 1na 
ri uo lgien do cl c uore -anchor dou ~-J 8. 1 en a 

-a la gram i ss i ma Jin gua la q u~le jn quesro. 
f orma p~ r ]o C!. 

Oin1e J uHa Qjn1e Julia io dela tu~ 
rnorte cagione ate son uenuto a cio che i1 
non d-a me conosciu to ho micid io non 
rimanga impunito, Senlpre in cognidone 
tal co sa al mond o e ocuh:a I et io con h 
ln ia mo rte la faro p~ Iese, hora la fe de da 
aoi a firm~ da con tanta af e ct..i one con i 1 
tirulo dcla nostra n1orte ci rend era con-
t en ti ,Tedi o Julia l'anjma mia dcsidc-
rosa di confirm a re le n1ic parole ce r-
ch an do la tua ncgli noui scculj solidta a 
te di uenirc. 

J\1a 9 cio cho di 1ncn1orb non ritn:inga 
off usca ta tal bcniu okntia qua nto hora di 
-a 1 tri ch e tu o nrn.i non 1ni ha p ossu to far 
la I ortun-a con fi nn a rolo con ii spar gi~ 
mento del mio sangue il quale gli dcj 
prego c he se alch u na sacra Vatione i t1 tc 
c manch.1 ta que llo in can1 bio dj · c io a f-
f ermi esscrti ualcuclle e ditc questc 
pa ro 1 e u no pon gi cntc cortello si cazoc 
ncI pccto Julia abra7.ando ,norta. insiotnc 
ri1nase gl t 1norti corpL 

TlVO \\ 1cll-kno,vn novel le of the fi f-
tcc nth century· figure in the anccstl)" 
of the Ron1co and Juliet story: the 
anonymous ~novella of Ippolito e 
Leonora, ~nd i\1asuccio da Salerno's 
ta le of J,1 ari otto and Gan ozza. 8 1Vi th 
the first of these t\vo ·novelle that of 
Julia and Pranco has notlling signifi-
cant in cotnn1on. Comparison of 
1\1-asuccio's novella D and that of Julia 
and Pruneo sho,vs both likenes~es and 
differences. 

The Ii k enesscs a re these: t l lcrc j s a 
secret 1ovc aff8ir; the heroines father 
insists up on her marriage to a me. n 
other thnn the hero; the heroine is 
buried; and the hero hears that the 
h croine is dead, desires to en tc r her 

ascc Olin H. Moore 1 Tiu· Lc-gcnd of 
U .. Q?UCO and ]ldfot. (Columbu~~ 1950) t pp. 
29-41. 

1 J\·lasuccio Salernits.not 11 Nov-tt1Iino, ed. 
A lfre 00 rrfo.uro ( Il-a ri! [ 940) ! pp. l 7 0-17 7 
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tomb and dr e therein, and ,vi th d iffi-
cu] ty raises the cover of the torn b. 

l\1asuccio"'s story, ho,,,.e,•er, dHicrs 
· from that of Julia and P1,1neo in these 
res pee ts: it is l oca 1 izcd .in Si cnn.; th ere 
js no indjcation of the circumstances 
of the cnamorn1ent; there is no men-
cjon of the heroine's mother or or 
servants; the hero a.nd heroine are 
secret? y n1ur r; cd by an A lJ gusti ni an 
f ria.r; the hero, having ,voundcd a man 
fatally~ flee5 f ron1 the city; the 
f athcr"'s dl:!tcnnjnation that the herojne 
shall marry, though stated, is not de-
veloped nt nll; the herojne~ instead of 
prep arj ng to die, pl ans to a voj d the 
proposed n1a rria gc by a si nnd a ted 
death, 8nd on her initiatjve the friar 
gives her a s le cping potion that ,vi] l 
produce the sen1blance of death; the 
frjar, \\'ith the help of a companion, 
takes her f ron1 1 l er tomb, and she goes 
to join the hero; the hcro 1 In~sinfonned 
of the de a th of the he roinci re turns, 
] 1idcs in the ch u re h at ,resp c-r rj tne, 
tries through the night to open the 
tomb, and tov1ard mornjng, just as he 
succe edsi j s d isco\'"cred by the sa cti-s-
ta n; he js eventually executed; the 
h eroj nc c ,~entu ally c n tcrs a con vent; 
and there is no final apostrophe. 

In yje,v of these nw.nv differences., 
the Ekcnc-sscs do not suffice to indi-
cate the existence of a direct relation-
ship bct,veen the t" 10 11ovclle. There 
js jndecd no tf:a~nn to .suppose thr.t 
ejthcr of the t,vo authors ,vould have 
had occasion to kno\lr the other. 

The story of Ron1eo and Juliet 
reaches ,vhat is virtually its finai plot 
in the 11ovella, ,vrfrten about 15 zo by 
Lu igj da Porto 1 a gen tie m un-soJ d ier of 
\ 1jccnza"! ·which~ as published about 
1530, be:ars the tit\c lstoria 'J1ovell.(l-
1ne11te ritro·vaht di due 11obili a111,uui, 

con la !or pietosn 111orte, inte1venuta 
gia nel/11 cittd di Verona nel te1npa del 
Sig11or Bartolo111111eo delltt Scala .. 10 

This novella is based large] y upon 
j\,Jasuccio~s story, from ,vhich 1 ho,v-
e ver it differs in m 8 n y respects, 
among them these: 

J.. It is localized in Verona. 
2 .. The names of the heroine a.nd 

the hero ate Giulietta and Romeo. 
3.. The circumstances of the cngm-

ormen t are gi\"cn: the inirjal tneeting 
at a carnival party is f oU o,ved by ex-
cha ngcs of g]anccs jn church and 
from and to ,vj ndo,vs. 

4. The friar, Lorcnzoi is a Fran-. c1scan. 
5+ 1·he fathcr,s plan for the mar-

riage of Giulietta to a Count of Lo-
dron e1 ,\•ho is ref erred to as a gran 
gentiluo~uo, is much developed: at 
one point it is said that the Count 
desires to ha\'C Giulietta seen by mem-
bers of his familv. 

r 

6. Th c 1nothcr and servants figure 
in the story. 

7. G iu1ictta, faced \\'ith the menace 
of the proposed m arriage1 desires to 
die; consu 1 ts Friar Lorenzo; asks h in1 
for poison, sayjng that she ,vill stab 
herse1f ,v1ch a J,nife jf he does not 
gi"e it to her; and the frjar then proA 
poses the potion p] an. 

8. She is burjed jn the family 
vault in the Frandscan ccn1ctery. 

9. Ro111eo enters the vau!t nt about 
the fourth hour of the night. 

10. 1--Ic drinks his poison; Giulietta 
,vakes; Friar L orenz.o \v j th the aid of 
a companion opens the vau]t; Gi,1-
li etta as ks h irn cl thcr to close the tomb 
or to gjve her a knife ,vjth ,vhich she 

i Repu bl ts-he d hy Cino Chi arjni in his 
Romeo e Giulietta (Florence! 1906), pp. !-
41, .see l\·loore, Tbc Legend of Rorneo fJml 
Julin, pp. 4 3-60. 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume VIII, Number 1 (Winter
1954)

Notes 107 

may stab herself; Ronleo dics1 and 
GiuHctta, 1diliberando di piu non 
vivcrc., raccolto a se il fiato., ed alquanto 
tenuto lo, e poscla con un g ran gri do 
fuori nrn.ndandolo, sopra il n1orto 
corpo si rese/ The bodies -are reburied 
together in 1un hcl monumento. 1 

r 1. The novella closes ,,,jth an apos-
trophe praising Giulietta and inveigh-
ing against fcmintne inconstancy. 

In ea ch of th csc eleven resp ccts 
there js a likenes5" hehveen the no'VeUa 
of Julia and Prunco and da Porto's 
story (there is~ ho\vever1 no instance 
of c.:]ose verbal similarity): 

J. T~le localization is in northeast-
ern Ita]y in each case. 

2 The n an1es of the heroine and 
the hero are Jolia and Prunco in the 
first cas-c, Giulietta and Romeo in the 
second. 

3 . 1~he cir cu n1 sta ncc.s of the en a1n-
orn1ent !l re given j n each case. They 
are limited to ,vjndo\v-gl-ances in the 
first case; \Vindo,v-glanccs arc n1en-
cioned incidentally in the second case~ 

4. 1·he monks are Franciscan jn 
each case. 

5. The motif of the proposed mar~ 
riage of the herojne to a man other 
than the hero is n1uch dc\~clopcd in 
each case. In each case the proposed 
husband is of higher rank than the 
hero inc, and is rep rescn tcd as a very 
desirable match. l n the nn;t ca~e: rela-
ti v cs n f the proposed bus hand sec and 
approve the heroin ef and in the second 
case the proposed husband desires that 
she be seen by so me rcla ti vcs of his. 

6. The 1nothcr and servants figure 
in ea ch case slight] y j n the first 
case,. ucti vel y j n the second~ 

i. The hcroi n e desires to di c~ 1 n 
the first case she secures the hero'"s 
s,vord as h Er in stn1m en t; in the second 
case she says tha:t if Friar J.r0rcnzo 
,vill not gi\'C her a poison she ,vill stab 
herself ,v.ith a knife. 

8. Burial is in a :Franciscan cen1e-
tery· in each case+ 

9. The hero goes to the cemetery 
cquando l'hora gia quinta de la note 
pass a ta era I in the first case._ and I c he 
f orsc. v crso le q u atte ore po tea csscrc' 
in tl 1c second. 

1 o. The hero dies in the tomb in 
each :ease. 

JI L Each novella c]oscs \vith an jn-
vccti ve against feminine in constancy. 

Some of the ] ikenesses i1 re slight._ 
and could casHy be coincidcnt:aL 
Othersi ho,vevert are striking: particu-
]arly the Hkcness in the na1ncs of hero-
ine and herot the developtnent of the 
n1otif of the proposed mnrriagei the 
fact that the hero dic-s jn the ton~b, 
:and the fact that each novella closes 
,vith an invective against feminine in-
constancy. l\1 ore over,. the coin bina-
tion of e.li the likenesses is certainly 
imp ressj \.1 e, Under all these ci rcu m-
sta n cesi it seems to n1e highly probable 
that d:a Porto kne,v and used either 
the existing novella of Julia ancl Pruneo 
( '\V ri ttcn al so hy a n ort l l c astern Italian 
author) or a ] ost vcrsi on very closely 
relotcd to it~ 

ERNE.ST fl ~ 1[LK1KS 
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