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Jones Papers: Envoi 
H11gb A111ory 

EFLECTING on Ja bors that have unexpectedly-extended over 
four years, appearing in the fasues of the HARYARD LIBRARY 
Bur..LETIN for January 1977, April 1978, and July 1979, I 
cannot, in Johnsonis style, dismiss then1 ,vith tranquil frig-

idity. Go, little book! lvly conjectures are not fated to reappear in 
fl.or i l cgi a of essen ti a 1 arti cl cs and t, vcn ti eth-cen tu r y vi C\vs, as j s th c 
fashion. ] rather hope they \vill make practical texts 1norc thought-
ful and varied than they arc ,vont to be after the publication of a 
definitive edition; but even if they· perjsh and the normal sur-
vival rate for conjectures is perhaps too cheerfully estin1ated at be-
t\veen one and five pcrcen t - I ,vould su b1nit th:tt something is 
gained if they nourish a sapient predator~ If they torment the mindless 
,vjth thorny choices! ,vhen they looked to graze on hcaven]y pasture, 
so n1uch the better .. 

The rcvic\vers of the ,~res1eyan To111 Jo11e.s rightly applauded the 
n1echanical 9-ccuracy of the text and did not seriously· impuga the 
reJiability of the apparatus) but they had no space or perhaps inclina-
tion to con1ment on the judgn1ent, perception, and resourcefu]ncss of 
the editor. 1 Since Bo,vers has devoted much of his distinguished career 
to ass er ting, i u st if y'"i n g, and extending the edi tori s resp o nsi bili t)r for 
the smal1cst details of his copy-text, jr is a tribute of a kind - or is it 
Tin1e's revenge? For the revje,vers strangely mistake the basis of a 
critical edition if they suppose it rests on the co1npositor's say-so, and 

1 Sec n i blio f.;rap by' be 1 j\1 OS t of the re \ri ev,.rcrs! whet her they di ~1 ikc ~' un~ 
ino dcrni1.cd H texts, like F. lV. I-Ii Iles, or can not i n1;1 ginc any other kind) like i\ 1 ic hael 
T n.v i 11, sn ppo se one a tt3 ins this d c~ira. b le or un de~ira ble f ea tu re by transcribing an. 
' 1originRlt vaguely identified ,vith the first edition; the more conscientious test this 
assumption by spot col I atio o s, to reach co nc 1 usions about the ''iccura cy ~' of the 
lV cs lcyan edition. 0 u l y Peter i\-lilcs1 rig h ti y reco gni7 j ng t h"l t any scri o us an~ l y sis 
of the fidelity nf the \:Vcskyan text ~mounts to a. new edition .. concentrates instead 
on the inn.er consistcn cy and reliability of the :.l ppa nnu s. Behind the rev jc\vc..rs' 
,iorigjnali ,,. in short 1 lks an autograph andt for ·tl1c text of some c~ncelland~> a 
me dhi te compositor, ~nd i is in reference to these unseen realities that the ' 4a c-
cu racy" of the edition n1u st u l dniatc 1 y IJc judged. 
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not on the editor's j udgmcn t and conj ccture: even if they ,vere fl.a,v-
lcss]y reproduced, the naccidcntals,, v.rould .stiH be the n1ost hypo-
thccjcal part of the text; and indeed, uncritical accuracy n1ay become 
a tncrc instrun1cnt of depr~vntion.~ Since this possibiJity is acadc1nic 
in the best sense of the ,vord, though apparently it n1ust be explored 
outside the learned grove, I fee] free to set do,vn son1e additiona1 con-
jectures that occur1·cd to 111c too late to be properly jnscrtc<l, and to in-
du Igc in a brief djscussion of so1nc textual difficulties that c]udcd all 
1ny a ttcn1pts at explanation. 

Addenda 
The Devj], Fielding ren1arks~ "n1rry so1ncti111c.s desert those ,vho arc 

onJy his Cup AcquainttTncct' (93 3 .1 o,. cn1phasis supplied), the sole 
authorjty for this phrase cjted in the OE]). It docs not record ,i.ca p 
acquaintance/' ho,vever 1 ,vhich appears in Fielding's Ovid's Art of 
Love JJarapbrased (1747); "And as for A·1iss Clio and her eight Sisters, 
I never visit then1; nor have I even 2 Cap_-Acquaintance ,vith thc1n'' 
(translating N ec 1uibi sunt visae Clio Clillsque sorores) . The con-
fusion of F ie]dingl .c; a and u is not uncornrnont as I have alrcad y sho,vn 
in 111)7 second pa per., p- 1 77, n. 9.. One may possibly sip ( or at ]cast 
sup) ,vith the Devi11 but not, I think, ,vith the -~line j\1uscs! J\:1urphy 
first n1ade the necessary emendation in 1762, but this, lil{e n1ost other 
conjectures found in the errata, ,vas never incorporated in later editions. 

"\\Tcstern,s dialect is as inconsistent as hin1sclf, but not entirely J~nv-
+ 

less .. \\lhen he asks Sophia~ uAnd -w1111t nut ha 1111 then to-l\1orro\v, nor 
next Da)rH ( 97 4. 3 5, en1phasis su pplicd), the con1posicor perhaps under-
stood hin1 to use a dia 1cct v::iriant of wo1l t; but that f or1n only appears 
in third-person constructions. in "\\7cstern's speech, and never ,vithout 
an cxp1icit ~1.1 bj ect.. lf 1 u11t here rather n1eans .rzvilt, cisc,v here re pre-

:? At the l 97 3 Toronto C'...o n f erence on Edi tor ia l Pro h 1 e msi Battestin rr1 i g ht d aitn 
that he -and his cu-c<l iror pref crrc d 1t he eYid t-nce of L11 c original co n1pos ttor to the 
Hguesses 1 ' ( or 1 to gt,Te then1 a rrwrc fa,Tour~ble constru,~tion, the 1'discrirr1io8.tions") 
of a present-day editor' (Editing Eig/JterJJtb Century J\10-vels., ed. G. E. Ilcn.tle>7 
[Toronto, 1975], p. 11). This shuuld he taken _-with several grains of sttlt: it sets up 
a ,vholly false antithesi~ betvr·ecn the cornpositorls ''c\Tidcncc'' and the editorls udis-
crin1in..itinns,i' as though the editor's only alternatives, Jikc Hercules\ lay LenvcHm 
plain truth and easy ueauty; it hrg.,;; the issue of the cdhor,s responsibility for the 
copy-text, by shifting h.i5 dcdsJon onto the shoulders of the compos~tors; and in 
point of fact, Bo-wers fur one often prefers rus o,vn guesses, or the gurs~cs of fater 
compositors ,vho n-cvcr S;l\V the m.nhor,.s autograph! to the e,·idcncc of the origit1al 
co nl posi tor. 
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sentcd in his speech as wot (799.2 5 )1 wut (976.5), wout (838.34) 
ort \vith the negative cnc]itic, ·tJ.JOllt unt (801 .39). All these second-
person for1ns, like sbnt (i.r.. sl.urlt) 11nt, at (i+e, art) unt, bast uut (or 
nut) (ire chnractcristicall)T subj ectless~ I suppose Fielding ,·vrotc w111,t 
uut: for the confusion of his u and n, con1pare Tencro (416. 1 2)~ 
I I on on r ( 3 5 s . 1 1 ) , n d Seu s es ( 3 64. 3 7) . 

A rcl'jsion is of ten a less ponderous and intrusive solution to 
the an1bjgu1ty· of the tcxL th~n a note. ,,, cstern 's gibe at Parson Supple 
h~s baffled at least one con1n1entator: '~dost pretend that thee hast 11cver 
got a Bastard? Pox~ tnorc good J..,uckts thine: for 1 ,varrant hast a 
done tberef oreu ( 1 89). I"1c tneans that Supple has tried and failed (cf. 
OEDJ s.v. do., 1 6b) 1 but the .sense ,vould certainly have been clearer 
jf F'i~lding had \vrittcn the ,vord as he pronounced it, tberef or. Though 
the follu,ving cannot have daunted rnany readers long., the ambiguity· 
seems unnc<.:i:ssaril)r distracting; nH onour had ~s much Love for her 
!\1istress as n1ost Servants have' that is to sayc~--" ( 604) I The 
final '~punctuation"' looks odd, and even odder in the fourth edition, 
,vhich shortens the blank f ron1 three erns to t,vo~ I doubt that either 
con1positor understood ,vhat he h:ld set~ FjnaIJy, ,vhen Ton1 forgives 
\~'cstcrn, dcclnring that he js "~n utter Stranger'' to any offence ~gainst 
hirnsclf ( 96 3), "'' cs tern's reply ,vould be more inteJijgjble if he had 
begun \Vith a questjonJ instead of hiccuping: '' 'A't,' says Tf1 estern, 
'then give n1c thy Fjsr, n't as hearty an honest Cock as any in the 
I{ingdotn." ,i There should he no question of the cditor)s frccdo1n to 
revise acci~cn ta1s that scrious]y defeat his author"s sense: not only Greg, 
but the rnore conservative JVlcKerro,v arc perfectly clear on this point.3 

By the san1e token, he is f rec to leave his author's nonsense standing l and 
even, by· his si]cncc1 to pretend th~t only· dul1ards could n1istakc the 
1ncaning: so n1~ny an edition has sailed bet\vecn the Sey-Ila of authcn-
ticit)7 and the Charybdis of vulg2r understanding. Bo\vers' program of 
en1ending accidentals in order to achieve a n1ore authentic texture 
raises djffcrcnt 1 and in n1y· opinion more intractable problems, given the 
extent of our ignorance of FieldingJs pref crcnccs. 

l\1y-fondness for rny o,vn conjectures docs not., ho-\vever, blind 1nc to 
the uses uf the conservative n1ethud "in its easiest, l:omn1oncstl and n1ost 

8 ,~ 7r ,v. Greg, 14Th~ R"J.tion'J.lc of Copy-tcxt,i' Studies in Dibliogrttpby, JU ( t950 )t 
1g--36, :it pa 3 o; R. B. /l..1cl(crro,v, I'rol e go1n~n11 for t /J e O.:,,:f ord S btd.· esp eare: A Stud)' 
in Editorial A1etbod ( Oxford, [9J9 ), p. 43, 
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agreeable forn1/' as A. E. Housn1an has it/ of def ending the tradition 
ngninst the conjectures of other people: 
Fit:z.ptftrick had f ,vho had, Polin rd; h~ ri ngl JV t'SleJNIJl ed .J been so ,vc11 satisfied 
by l\1rs. 1Vatcrs concerning the lnnnccncc- of his \:Vife ,.vith / oues -at Upton, 
or pcrhftps f ron1 s0111e other Reason~, "':1S n(n,~ hccomc so indifferent to that 
i\1:1.ttcrt th~t he spoke highly in Fa. \'our of Jones, to Lord r elfon1ar .. , . 
( 96 5 -1 l) 

no,vcrs 11nd Pollard hoth~ l think, 111isconstruc ''or . . . Rc;lsonsn 
,vith the first clause of the sentence, ~nd thus feel co1npel1cd to subor-
dinate Fitzpatrick's satisfaction to his indifference; but a coordinate 
construction is both possil)le and elegant. The n1isconstruction n1ight 
be obvi8.tcd b)r rernoving the unnece~sary con1111a nf ter '' lleasons' i. 

Djscussing the instabilfry of the text at the end. of Toni J ouest in n1y 
third paper, I overlooked a confusion 1n the identity· of Nightingale's 
cousin I-Iarriet, ,vhon1 Fielding once describes as his ''Sister~' ( 97 9. 1 1). 
J Ji kc the ref crencc to her as 11 his Cousin H nn'i.,"' ( 966. 3 6), this 1na.y 
ea~iJy be revised, and son1c experienced editors \vould s-a.nction the re-
vision.~' 7."'he harder qucs6on is \vhy Fielding overlooked so 1nany 
errors. 

J)esperatrr 
As a legacy of despair, I offer three cruces for son,e future edttor. 

'''h~t on eJrth is uthe great !Jo-wdy·'' doing ,vhen he Hhum [s] forth 
the grun1bling Catch a1ong the Gallery" ( 301)? To brn11 fortb rnay 
have the obsolete sense of "to keep on hu1nming" (OEJJ, s.•v. f orthl 
3 b), and a gruu1blin g C~ntcb 1na. )' be a '~1nu1nbling song~', but I do not 
lrn.vc n1uc h confidence in either gloss. The co1n bjn~tjon of humn1ing 
2nd grutnh]jng strikes n1c as so1nc\vhat i1nplausiblc1 -a.nd the only other 
~ccount of Do,vdy says nothing of songs - ,vhich arc supposed to be 
terrifying, 2nd ho,v can a murnbling song be that? Again., describing 
' 1nvo Fricndst' ,v ho nrc nevertheless trying to chent each other l F ie]d-
ing dee Jares that f rcqucn t1 y "ncjthcr secs nor ~1Jspects the 1-\rt practised 
~gainst hi1nsclf; and rhus the Thrust of both (to borro,v no jmproper 
A~Ictnphor on the Occasion) alike takes P]acen ( 78 1) '~'hat'.I exactl)"t 

~'I _.\•cilia.r11 ( I 907) /' in Sel~cted rrose~ ed. John Carter (Cambridge~ Eng.t 1961 ), 
p. 106. 

°' G. "l"hon1a~ T'an~clk:, c'E.xtcrnal Fact as at1 Editorial Problemt Studies in Biblio~ 
gr«pby, xxxn ( I 979 ), 1-47. I-Iis argun1ent ,vould be clearer if he distinguished bc-
n,·ccn e1ncnd:aion and rcl'i.!iion. 
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is the 1netaphor? And ho,v can a thn1st (in any· sense) he said to "take 
placcJi? Finallyt ,ve learn that Th, 1{ackun1 '~had af tenvards sufficient 
Reason to repent', his greedy detnand for a second benefice fron1 AH-
,vorthy, "as in the c~se of those ,vho n-,.tstake the highest Degree of 
Goodness-for the Io,vcst Degree of ,,, eaknes~t' ( 9 2. 9).. The sense .scc,ns 
to be, "as often happens in the Casel\ hut if so, it is \1ncharactcristica1ly 
ell tptica~ 

Bibi io grapb }' 
1. Hardcover edition: I~Icnry Fielding, Tbe Hirtor)I of To1n Jones., a 
Foundling. \~Tith an introduction and connncnt-ary by IV1artin C. 
Battesttn, the text edited by· Frcdson Bo,vcrs. The ,~ 1cslcyan edition 
of The ,vorks of 1-Icnry Fielding. Oxford: C1urcndon prcss 1 r 974 
[i\11arch, , 97 5 J~ 2 v. (ixxxiv, 52 2 p.; 51.., [5 2 3]-1 o8op. incl. f acsi1n.) 
f runt., 6 p]atcs (2 ports.) on 3L1 ,nap. 

Apparatus criticus, hih]iogr2phy, index: p. l 98 3 ]-1080. 
ISBN: o r9 812.471 4. £20.00 
A]so issued ,vith cancel t.-p.'s h-aving i1nprint u'\ 7cslcyan university 

press. 197 5 '\ ISBN o 8195 4068 4. $44.00 
Reviews: (,vith another \Vork) F. ,,,_ Hilles, HFiclding Vn1nodcrn-

ized," l' ale Re-view., n.s. LX\T (A t1tun1n 197 5), 128-133; Clive 
Probyn, "Tomtopia, ,, 1 ... iuies l..,iterary Supple'JJ1eut, 16 April 1976t 
p. 472; (,vith another ,vork) P. G. Bouce, Etudes A11glnises, XXIX 
(Jan vier-lv1ars 1976) 1 97-98; ( ,vith another ,vork) Ronald Paulson, 
A1oden1 JJangunge Re-vie-w, LXXI (October 1976), 888-893 (\vith 
corrections); j\1ichac1 Ir,vin, Revie,...ill of EnglisfJ Studies, n.s. XX\ 111 
(November 1976)~ 473-47 5; C. J. Ra,vson, "1'-lotes a11d Queries, n.s. 
CCL1,r ( February 197 7), 49-5 2 ( ,vith -additions and corrections); • 
(\vjth nvo other ,vorks) Pjerrc Danchin, English Studies (Ghent), 
L ''Ill (August 1977), 3 s 8-3 60; Eric Rothstein, Tbe Eigbteentb 
Century, A Current Biblio grrtpby, n.s. J - for 1 97 5 ( 197 8) t 2 89-2 90 
(,vhh corrections); Peter l\1ilcs1 The Library, 6th scr. I (June 1979), 
, 82-186 (\vith corrections). Also noticed in: Job11so11ian Ne~uJS Letter, 
XXX\ 7 (A1Jrch 197 5), 1-2; llritirb Society for 18tb Century Studies 
N e·wsletter (not seen); Cboice 1 XII ( 197 5 ), 840 (not seen); & British 
Rook News (October 1975), 746-747. 
2. Paperbrtck edition (revised): ~~~~-----. ,~/ esleyan 
university· press r I 977]. XXX1 99opa, IL incl. facshn. map. 

The text & notes (p. [ 1] ~982) are printed fron1 corrected plates of 
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the first edition~ ,vith the corrections tabulated on the leaf st end. The 
notes inc1udc so1nc blind references to matcrjal found only in the 
h~rdcover edition; there is a. possih]y n1isleading error jn the headline 
on P· 5, 3· 

ISBN; o 8 l 95 6048 f i.e. 4068?] Oa $ 5 .. 95 

l~orrigeud n 
H 'ARVATID L1RR.Al{Y DDLLE-nx, XX\T ( 1977 ), l Ola•] [ 3 .. 

p. 1 1 2, 11. , 9 = for ('The Free T_jbrnry of Philadelphia copies 1' read 
~tThc Universit)T of Pcnnsylv.inia copieil'; & add the Nc,v York Public 
Librar)\ Berg CoJlcction to the locations not ]istcd in the NUC~ 
HAltVAHD L1uRARY llu1..1..F.TrN, XX\ 11 ( 197 8); 17 2~1924 

p. 1 8 ! , line 8: for 1 '1748n read (11743 ". 
p. 1 9,, line r 3: delete H the variant at 1 8 8 .. 3 4 turned up by accidcntH. 
p. 1 92, line 3: for ttRcccipt' \ read ,cl{ ecei pt I\P \ 

ljnc 5: delete entry. 
line 1 5 ! for 11'I\P\ read "l \T ( c) ". 

And add the foIJo\v·ing corrections to the \\ 1cslcyan apparatus: 
592 .. 6 pursued] pursed 1,, (u) 
5 92. 12 Con1passion] Con1panion I\ 7 (u) 
8 l 7 3 1 cYcry Body] on1it Body JIT-l\ 1 

1··hough I thought I hr.d checked the en tire list on p. 192 for press-
varilI1ts, the process ,v:ts cumhcrson,c and protracted, and one variant 
eluded n1c-~ I can no,v sho,v th~t the jnner forme of sjgnature E in voL 
3 of the fourth edition is found in t,vo states~ of ,,rhich the uncorrected 
st'J.tc a ppc::irs in the British Library· copy coJ lated for the ,,res I cyan 
cdi Lion.t 
r~JARYAnn L1~RARY BuLLETIN, xx,r11 ( 1979), 2 77-303. 

p. 2.91: transpose notes 2 3 & 2.4 at foot of page. 
p. 3 02-303: for ,cbarber-surgcon and Jacobite of I-Lunbrook'\ read 

"Gloucestershire barber-surgeon and J 3cohile' i a 

0 Ncnv prcs..s 1nark Cup 407.bhh. 1 ( fonntrly 12.06.b.5~8); it is av.aihhlc througt1 the 
Xerox corporation.is BooJ.'s on DnJmnd, no. AG 1~OP13668, in 1nkrofilm or ttn:;istatic 
rcproduc:rion. T'he f\{assr1chusetts Historical Society copy ( call no. DA :z 7) is jn the 
san1c st~tc; the corrected state is rcprcsctHcd hy copies it 1-J an·~rd ( call no. 
*EC7.F 460 T. • 749f); Yale ( Dickson co!le...::tjot1); Unh·ersity of Jllinoist Urban~ 
(x82 }-F 46t.1750, cop. l & 2); -and the University of lo\\'a. (xPR 3454/ .H5 I r 7 50 ). 
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