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AN INTRIGUING ARRIVAL AT THE HARVARD UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES

SOMETIMES IT IS THE SMALLEST ACCESSIONS THAT ARE THE MOST DELIGHTFUL.
The following excerpt from a bibliographic record in HOLLIS describes an item
that offers a view of a world at Harvard that might otherwise remain hidden.

AUTHOR: Stanford, Philip Welton, b. 1865.

TITLE: Harvard memorabilia, 1888.

DESCRIPTION: 1 v., 4 fold. leaves, 1 color model, 1 fragment of paper.
SUMMARY: Letter to “Miss Gertrude,” in which was enclosed a watercolored
paper diagram of Stanford’s room, cleverly designed to be assembled and viewed in
three dimensions. Also included in this collection are a small book of Harvard views
(post-card sized images, accordion-folded) and a simple sketch of Jefferson Physical
Laboratory.

LOCATION: Harvard Archives: HUD 888.82

In September of 1888, at the age of 22, Philip Welton Stanford arrived from
San Francisco and enrolled in the Harvard Law School. He took a room on the
first floor of Felton Hall, which stood at 1640 Cambridge Street. Although we
know little about Stanford other than his interest in the law, we can assume he
had artistic leanings, for on October 7' he wrote to a friend, one “Miss Gertrude”

in Pittsburgh,

It would seem a simple matter for me to comply with your request, by taking
a photograph of my room, but I find, on experimenting, that my camera is not
large enough to do the subject justice, so, I did “the next best thing,” namely:
made a paper model which I send by this mail.

The letter was accompanied by a souvenir portfolio of views of Harvard, includ-
ing a view of Felton Hall, into which Stanford tucked the model of his room. It
consists of a watercolor floor plan, 3 3/8" x 4 1/2", each side labeled “E,” “S,”
“N,” or “W,” and a four-part strip of paper, 2 3/8" x 10 3/4", each section
depicting one of the walls of his room and labeled with the corresponding com-

pass direction. Stanford provided assembly instructions:

The ground-plan gives the extent of
the suite, which is my
domain. The plain por-
tion of the paper suffi-
ciently explains itself.
That which 1s colored,
represents  the  parlor
floor. You will see that
it is stained, having a
Turkish rug in the center, with mats thrown

about. There is an oak desk, with chair, and waste-paper
basket, standing on the rug. The blue and red strip between the U’s, is a cush-
1oned seat, in a recessed window. You will readily distinguish the other things.
Now bend the wall portion until the comers form right-angles, and place it on
the floor. By looking at the “East” side, under the portiere, you can see the
edge of the bureau and a corner of the bed.
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Stanford finished his letter,

Harvard is a splendid place. The study of Law is something new for me, but |
shall like it. The course, here, is an admirable one and is thoroughly considered.
They require a good deal of work—but after mathematics, it is comparatively

L'i).\'\'.

What a jolly thing it would be if you could manage a trip to Boston! Would
such a thing be possible? Let me know, and I would go as far as New York to
meet you!

How did this tiny glimpse into the life and interests of a student arrive at the
Harvard University Archives? In April 2001 President Neil Rudenstine received
a letter from a member of the Harvard College Class of 1942, who wrote,

Some decades ago an old family friend and neighbor had to dispose of the effects
of a recently deceased and very ancient maiden aunt and found among them a
curious artifact. It seems that in 1888 a beau of hers, one Philip Stanford, then a
Harvard law student, had sent her a description of his quarters, done up in a way
which is most curious and unique, in a packet found after the lady’s death.

. . . In the final analysis , it struck me that you, the President, might not only be
the arbiter of its final location but might also enjoy seeing it yourself so I send it
to you herewith.

President Rudenstine chose to forward the packet on to the University Archives.

As its primary mission, the Archives collects official University records that are
of permanent value. Such correspondence, minutes, reports, and publications
convey an administrative view of life at Harvard. Students, however, are the core
of the University and the Archives has always considered the documentation of
their activities equally important to convey the full scope and texture of
University life. Beginning with a commonplace book kept by Michael
Wigglesworth circa 1655, the Archives’ collections of letters, diaries, drawings,
student notes, examinations, publications, programs, photographs, and more,
offer sources of information unavailable elsewhere.

In recent years, the University Archives has become something of a teaching
lab for Harvard students, including undergraduates enrolled in History 98a, an
honors research seminar. These students learn to use primary historical sources in
the course of studying Harvard’s history, and the student experience, from
academics to athletics, is a popular topic. Philip Stanford’s packet helps to fill in
a picture of off-campus life that i1s generally absent in University records or lost
among the personal effects of alumni. Any researcher contemplating this visually
appealing accession will catch a glimpse of life at Harvard that can also be placed
in a broader context of American social and cultural history. When President
Rudenstine forwarded Philip Stanford’s packet to the Archives, the reference
staff could anticipate an audience eager to pursue the paths of inquiry that
beckon.

RoBIN MCELHENY is Associate University Archivist in the Harvard University Archives.
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