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Preface

This work, which catalogs an exhibition prepared in conncection
with the celebration of the 350th anniversary of Ilarvard University,
is, T believe, much more than an exhibition catalog. The entries in
this publication, richly illustrated and fully annotated by Kenneth
E. Carpenter, trace the history of the Harvard University Library.
One can follow the development of the Harvard Library from the
initial bequest by John Ilarvard of about 400 volumcs to its present
state as the largest university library (aod the largest non-public
library) in the world, with some 11 million volumes and countiess
other items, from photographs, to data tapes, to video cassettes. And
one can follow the cvolution of the means to catalog, store, and
retrieve these materials.

The massiveness of the Harvard coliection and the determination
of the Library to maintain a strong collection in almost ali fields has
forced it to face complex issues of storage and cataloging. In tackling
them, the Library has ofien developed innovative ways of handling
library materials. ‘['his book illustratcs such mnovations, ranging
from catalog cards to self-supporting library stacks; innovations that
are now common in libraries. Catalog cards have, of course, in turn
become obsolete, and one can see represented here stages n the
development of the newer computer-based catalogs now being used
at Harvard.

This book is a history of the Harvard Library and that makes it,
as well, a history of Iarvard University. Fver since the University
took the name of its first library donor, it has grown with and around
the Library. The commitment of IHarvard College to fine undergrad-
uate education is paralleled by the development of a series of under-
graduate libraries: from the intimate House libraries to Lamont,
Hillcs, and Cahot. The commitment of the University to a role of
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world leadership in scholarship parallels and depends upon the
growth of the research collections in the flagship Widener Library
and in the multitude of specialized libraries. And, as modern schol-
arship changes and takes on new approaches that require access to
electronic information networks, Harvard scholars shape the newer
services provided by the University Library system,

The history of the IMarvard Library may also be seen as a history-
of culture and of scholarship. Librarics rccord the scholarship and
culeure of the day. What they collect — whether the papers of New
England’s great authors in the Houghton Library, or journals in
science departmental Jibraries, or matcrials in formerly esotcric lan-
guages by specialized departments — reflects the society’s culture
and valucs. Libraries also contribute to the culture and the scholarship
of the next day as the works they contain are read, revised, and
supersceded by new scholarship. ‘The ways in which they further that

process — whether by keeping longer hours, putting books on
reserve, providing reference scrvices, microfilming rare or fragile
volumes, or helping users scarch computerized databases — also

reflect society’s needs and values.
This volume is a record of that great, innovative record-keeping
and record-disseminating institution.

S1DNEY VERBA

Carl H. Pforzbeimer University Professor and
Director of the University Library
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