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An Annotated Biography of Hans von 
Biilow in the Harvard College Library 

lf1 olf gang M. Freitag 

HEN Richard Aldrich 1 died in 193 7 he left his large per-
sonal collection of music hooks -and scores to his alma 
mater~ Harvard. Together ,vith n)anr rare iterns, such 
as first editions~ manuscripts> and dedication copies, a 

little vo]ume in a torn, greyish bro\vn paper ,vr-appcr ca1ne into the 
p osscssion of the Harvard College Library· th rough Ah. Aldrich 1s 
1nunifi ccn cc. I ts ti tie-page reads: 

HANS VON BOLO"\V 
SEIN LEBEN UND SEIN \VIRICEN 

BAND l 
AUS HANS YON nuLo,vs LEIIRZElT 

VON 
H EINRlCll REl l\1A NN 

1\1.IT EINEM PORTR..A.IT HANS VON 

BUJ...O\VS VON TRANZ VON L"EN-

BACH UNO ANDEREN IlILDilElGAUEN 

, i HAR!\f ONJ En 

VER LAGSGESELLSCH Afl' }?OR Ll TERA Th'"'R 1J1f0· KUNST 
BE.RLJN "\V. 3 5 

This title~page find an added second title-page for Bd~ I1: A1ts I-Jaus '"'-'On 
Biilows J..Jebrzeit1 sho,v no date .of pnblication. 2 The editor's preface 

1 Born in r 8 6 J in P ravidence, RJ~~ Ri chtt rd AJclrich stud led music at Harvard 
,vith J. 1{. Paine and later ,vent to study in Germany. Subscquentl,r he held SC\'eral 
ne\vspnper pos.hions as a music and cl l'arna critk. Tn •901 he joined the staff of the 
N e'l::J York Ti 1uc s. .As an o.u thor Richard A ld r jch l.lec1i n 1e kno,v n for his 1i stencrs' 
guides to ,,, agncr 's I' a r sif a I :and Ring ( r 904 and 190 5 ) • 

2 The collation js.: Xi [1.J, 195, l I] P·~ 1 1. In addition to the sixteen plates in the 
a ppenJ ix, u Intere5SR u tc, 1-Ians von Il ii lo\v b ctreff cnde photogra phis ch e ~\ 1,1 f n n l 1n •en 
und Doku1nente 'JUS sp::itercr Zeit/' the book contnins r-i. f rontispJece "'hich is 1nountcd 
on the verso of the dd cd title-pa gc. A letter -and a n1 usic au to graph in facsi 111 ilc and 
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is signed l1rofessor Dr. Heinrich Jiieisner and dated November 1908. 
The volume 1.s jmportancc derives sole]y· from the nu1nerous -autographic 
notes by Billo,v~s ,vido\v-., l\1arie von Biilo\v uee Schanzer ( 18 57-1941 )~ 
1vho 11ad become Hans v:on Billo,v's second ,vife in 1888 .. These 11otes 
form a running co1nmentary on the only cotnprehensivc Eiilo,v biog-
raph)T other than the one that she herself had ,vritten. 

I-ieinrich Reimann, the biogr-apher ( 1 8 5 0-1 906), ,vas a n1cn1bt?r of 
the library stuff of tl1e Royal J..,ibrary in Berlin. He ,vus active as the 
conductor of the Berlin Bncbverei11 and had published nvo other 
biographies (Schumann and Brahn1s) before turning to the life of 
I--Ian~ von Ei.ilo,-v. 

l\1arie von Biilo,v's annotations arc jn pencil. Their authenticity 
,vas cst-Jblishcd b)T comparing the hand,vrjting ,vith speci1nens in the 
Intern a tionales 1\11 usikcr-Briefarchiv jn Berlin. & The .first title-page 
bears the notes: uDieses Exe1nplar unterschcidct sich vom fest cin-
gcbundenen durch d3s Fchlen des \ 1crmcrks i2. Auflage,/ durch die 
Illustrationen im Buch sclbst s.o,vie <lurch den 'Anhang.'"' On the 
second title-page \Ve read: 1:,z,veite vermchrcc und vcrhesserte Auflage. 
Dicsc An1nerkg. steht in1 Ex l\1vB's gckauft 24.12 .08.'' The 11otcs 
indicate that .l\1aric von Btilo\V o,vned t,vo copies of the ,vork in 
slight1y different editions.. The paper-bound copy differs fron1 the 
hard-cover cop)r only in the different arrangc1ncnt of the illustrations 
and in th c 01nission of the edition statement. The purpose of the 
,annotations., ,vhich she possibly 1nadc for a third party., perhaps for a 
rcvic\vcr, apparently is to furnish evidence of ho,v 1nuch the biog-
rapher ha.s borro,vcd fron1 her o,vn edition of her husband's ,v1·itings .. 4 

She systcn1atically compares page after page of Rein1ann,s book ,vith 
her o,vn , ,Tork, to , v h ic h1 be ca use of its in trod u ctot)7 chapters and 
explanatory passages, she refers as 11a biography· in lctteis." She suc-
cecdst in hundreds of notes., ,vhich arc easy to read and interpret because 
of the large clear ]etters she ,vritcs, in sh o,ving not onl)r ho,v rn\lch 
llci1nann has ''borro,ved', fro1n the letters she had pub]ishcd but also 
that he has often copied ,vhole paragraphs fron1 her interpretative 
f o uc co a ts of 3 rms -a re re prod uccd in tl le prefo ce. There arc -also th i rty-s EV en ilh.J 5-
tnnion s in the text. The photographic documents in the :lppcndjx rtre preceded by n 
folded genea]ogical table of the van Hillow family. 

Dr. 1\-iiiller von Aso\v, Director, lntarnacionales J\1usikcr-Rrjcfarchiv~ Berlin, in 
a Jetter dated 21 July 1956. 

l-J ans Yon lli.ilow·,. Bricfe uud Schrif ten, hrsg. von i\-larie von Billo\•.!. 8 vols. 
(Leipzig= llreitkopf und Hartel, 1895-1908). 
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chapter~. ,vhat enrages her is that in most cases this is done by the 
biogr::1pher \Vithout nan1ing his source. Pencilled remarks snch as: ''Bei 
n1 ir steh t dicse S eite a ls Ci tat 'dUS dcn1 F a.1nili cnhuc h'' (Rei 111 ann, }J. 6) 
or~ (i:aus m. Buch schrcibt R. ab'' (p. 64) are frequent. 1\Jarie von 
BU iov./s notes beco111e n1orc acidu1ous ,vhcn she discovers that Rei~ 
tnann has used his imagination n1ore than a ,vrjrer of biography is 
permi ttc d to, of tc n sub sti rn ting his ff\ vn ra tionaliza ti o ns of ,v hat 111 igh t 
have been the biograph cc' s n1oti ves for acting in a particular situation~ 
in.~tcad of con1n1enting on the facts as stated in the letters. Rcin1ann 
is not at an afraid of adapting and "editingn the text of the letters in 
order to fit their contents into the Procrustean frame,vork of his pre-
conceived ideas+ 1""Dis <-]uesrionable prgcticc bccon1es especially annoy-
ing to lvla tie vo n B ii lo, v , v hen 1 tein1 ann is d ea ling ,vi th the relationship 
bct\veen Hans and his masters, Liszt and "\Vagner. Although \\ 7ag-
n er~ s in fl ucnce on. von Bti lo, v ,vas very grca t t B iilo\v ,vas not a fa na tic al 
,, 7agnerite. His letters shov/ him often critical of the master. But for 
Reimann~ ,vho in his interpretation of the ]etters al,vays d,vclls on 
Bulo,v's discipleship, the critical paragraphs do not exist. 

Another feature of Reirnann's-biography ,vhich I\1arie von Biilo\v 
does not like is his love of digressions. He deals at considerable length 
,vith the careers of ,~lagner and I.Jiszt~ and ,vhen he ,vrites about Hans · 
von Bti]o,,/s father Eduard ( 1803-rB 53), a ,veH kno,vn figure in the 
Romantic moYenlent~ he branches out 1nto a short biography of the 
poet J...,ud,vig Tieckt ,vho ,vas a f ricnd of the elder von BtilO\V. l\1arie 
has struck out these pages in long, angry Jines .. In these separate short 
biographies Rein1 ann do es not both er to give credit to his .sources. 
l\1ost of ,v hat he is ,vriting on Ric hard "\i\f agncr is copied fro1n the 
biography of Glasenapp.,r 1 It is therefore the n1orc surprising that 
Reimann does ackno,vledge his indebtedness to lvlarie von Biilo,v"s 
edition here and there .. The first of these ackno,vlcdgements is hidden 
so,ne,vhat sheepishly in a footnote at the beginning (p.8) of the book. 
Sometimes he even quotes from Brief e und Schrif ten. ,vhen he quotes 
her, ho,vevcr., the citations are seldom correct .. 

Besides Brief e und S chrif ten Rein1unn has used very f c,v other 
sources. V/hcncvcr he mentions other sources - c .. g~, Biilo,v's daugh-
ter Daniela Thode - as having enabled him to correct errors jn [Vlarie~s 
edition of the Jettcrs? l\1arie refutes him in no uncertain te1111s. 

Pi Car 1 F rj c dr j ch Gl nsc napp, Rich.a rd 1V ag11er~ s Le bcn u nd iF fr ken (Cass.el u nd 
Lcip1.ig:: !\1aurcr:i-1876--1877 ) .. 
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It is impossible to reproduce all of l\1arie von Bulov/s ren1arks, 

\Vhich arc spread over 295 pages of the biography·. The follo,-ving 
ex a1n pl e are a rcpresen ta ti ve er oss sc c ti o 111 i 11 u~tra ting th cir genera [ 
tenor .. 

In a footnote on p. 96 of his hook, Rein1ann speaks of that crucial 
event in von Biilo,v,s ]if e, his first acquaintance ,vith I""iszt. Under dis-
cussion is a paragraph (he calls it a "'note/, "f.l otiz) in the introduction 
to Brief e 'l!11d Scbrif teu I, 1 J 

It must ha.l'C been bct\vccn the years 1842. and 1844 that Franziska n1nde l...isz;es 
acquaintancei as it ,vas about that tjme that he ,vas p1ayjng in Dresdcni arousing 
enormous enthusj:i.srn~ He ahio ,vent much into society, and the Diilo,v family 
also enjoyed vjsits fro1u hin,. It ,vas probabiy at that ti1nc that Liszt~ at an 
evening party at a house close by, declared thflt he ,vould only play if they 
fetched the Ji ttle B ii l o,v) ,vh ich ,vas of course im1n cdj a tel y don c, a 1th o ugh the 
] ittle f e llo\"v had already gone to bed. 6 

Reimann does not accept this inforn1ation unque.stioning]y--. He says 
(p. 97) that the N otiz can be ignored because of the vague date and 
place given, a.nd that the incident is very· unlikely to have h-a.ppened at 
aH, for: ''.Hiilo\v hat an ll. Pohl bereirs im Jahrc r 869 cingchende l\1it-
teilungcn iibcr seine J ugcnd gcmacht; er ,vii rdc diescs crstc Z usam-
1n cntrcff cn mit Liszt nicht vergcsscn haben~ cntsprach cs dcr \17ahr~ 
hcit. ,, 1arie cornn1ents on this as f ollo\vS: '' 1'11cinc Oucllc ist Bii.lo,vs 
Sch, v ester. F i.i r P ohls 'Zuver 1 assi g kei t" ha be i ch De, vcise. 1 " 

On p. 138 Rcin1an11 copies the report of C1ara l\1o1iquc, a friend of 
f-Ians~s youtht on the t\VO y·ears ( 1846-1848) during i.vhich Bi.ilo,v 
lived ,vith his parents in Stuttgart (Brief e und Schrif ten I., 49). Here 
A1aric pencils on the margjn: nlch hahe FrL j\1olique in Stuttgart be-
such t t dan n um Sch ildernng ge bet en, si e er h al ten, p u bJj cirt; die Quell e 
floss also nicht Herrn R .. '~ Reimann also c}ain1s to have received im-
portant ne,v infor1nation for his biography fron1 letters by the younger 
Frege-\¥eltzicn~ a relative of Hans von Biilo\v on his maternal side, at 
Abtnaucndorf near Leipzig. l\1aric firmly denies the possibility that 
he could have obtained any material not already kno,vn to her from 
this source. "Es gibt nichts Ncues iiber Billo,v/' she ,vrites on p .. 163. 

Ty pi cal of the manner in , v hich Reitnan n treat!; his source n1 a tcri al 
e Quoted from The Early Cotr~s-pondente of Hans von Biilow, edited by hi! 

JJfidow, sekcted and translated into English by Constance Bache (Ne,v York: 
Applctonj J 896), p. 5. 

-:i Rich a. rd Pohl ( 1 82 6--96) was a 1nus.ic er itic for the N eue ZeitsehTif t f iir Musi k. 
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is a citation on p. 188 (corresponding to Briefe uud Scbriften I, 162-

165). Nothing, neither italics nor quotation n1arks, indicates that he is 
actuali)T quoting ,vhcre he in fact reproduces a ,vholc paragraph fro1n 
the letter ,vhich I-fans ,vrotc to h.is n1other on Jvlay 7, 1849: ~'Studicren 
u n d l\ 1 ll si zi crcn, bci d cs zusanun en ist un n1 og lich, eins oder d a.s and ere 
muss fa1len.J, In Biilo,Y~s o,v11 ,Yords the passage reads: ''Studiercn und 
lV.lusiziren ist mir i111 Augeublicke ganz unn1oglich.'"' B According to 
l\1aric~s version,. I-Jans,. in this sentence, is referring to the state of 
cxc i tcn1 en t in \V h ic h he finds h irn elf and , v hi ch is due to ti 1 c political 
uprisings ,vhich took place in Dresden nnd Leipzig at that tiinc. Con-
stance Bache in her translation f~i1s to convey the highly c1notional 
overtones ,vith ,vhich Bi.ilo\v concludes his letter: ''ich ,volltc, ich 
,-vare kein l\1e.nsch, sondcrn ein dummcs unvernunftigcs Thier, un1 
nJcht die Empfindungeo 1.n fiihlen, die n1ich durchpcitschcn.,, '\'ag~ 
ner, ,vho ha<l been one of the leaders of the revolutionaries in Dresden, 
had just been forced into exile. I-I-ans von Biilo,v ,vas living at that 
ti1ne ,vith the F regcs ,vhilc attending the university at Leipzig. Chris~ 
tian Gottlob Frege~ a high-ranking Saxon civil servant, and his \vife, 
a m atcrnal aunt of v on Bi.i.lu\v ,v ere arch conservatives, and tension 
, vas inevita b 1 c b et\v ccn the llepub lican }""OU th and his hosts. He ,vns 
thus in a fra111c of 111ind in ,vhich it ,vas in1possihlc for hin1 to carry on 
,vi th his acadcn1ic or rn usica I studies. Rein1 ann, h y altering the text of 
this letter only sJighdyt manages to manufacture the ~vidence for his 
thesis that Bu]chv as early as in the spring of 1849 had already made up 
his mind to give up his .study-of la\V and to bec_ome a professional musi-
cian. "fhis is a gross fa l si fie a tion of historical fact. For ,v h ile it is 
certainly- very likely that Buio,v at that tituc ,vas often in doubt as to 
l 1is true vocation, he s ti I 1, 1n ore than u year ] a ter, col1 ld \ v r i tc to his 
111othcr: "Dass cs mit dcr 7'111sik j etzt fast unmoglich istt Gli.ick zu 
1112chcn, schc ich cin, sclbst ,, .. cnn ich cin hervorstcchenderes Talent 
hatte, und darun1 bin ich ganz frei,villig dazu entschl_ossen, Jurispru-
dcnz zu studircn. t, (Brief e 1n1d Schrifteu I, 183.) These lines ,vere 
,vritten on 11 July-18 50, nine ,veeks before Richard ,, 1agner ,vrotc 
his famous letter to Franz.iskn von lliilo,v in ,vhich he asks the parents 
to per111it Ha.ns to lay aside the la,v and follo,v a 1nusical career. 

To return once n1orc to the letter of 7 l\1ay 1849., Reirnann is prob-
ably correct in assun1ing that deep in his_ o,v11 heart Hans von Bulo,v 
had b)7 that ti1nc indeed decided to hecon1e a mu~ician. The letter of 

s Brief e-und ScJJrjf ten J, 163. [Italics l"oinc] 
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Ir Ju]y 1850 may just have been an nttcn1pt of Bulo,v to appease his 
mother, ,vho did not ,vish her son to follo,v an artistic career .. On the 
other 11and it js possible that it contains an adn1ission of serious sclf-
doubt, ho\vever unlikely that seen1s jn the case of Hans von Biilo,v. 
In :iny case~ the letter of 7 .i\1a.y 1849 cannot in itself be considered 
sufficient proof for Rein1~nnts thesis~ Is it because the biographer in 
l\1urie's eyes, although he quotes her ,vrongly, does not really vjolate 
hist orica 1 truth as she sees it t t hn t her 1n argin al notes are so n1 i l d in 
tone, simply stating that Rci1nann uses Biilo\r/s o,vn ,vords, only 
slightly changed? ((B's \\ 1ortc lcicht Ycrandere' (p. 198). On pp. 224 
nnd 2 30 she scolds llcimann for using Biilo\v:ts \Vords agnin~ sirnply 
transposing th en1 j n to the third p ers_on: "All cs B ii I o,v- Text 1nit 
3ter Pcrsonn (p. 224), and: HBiilo\v-Tcxt in 3te.r Personn (p .. 2 30). 

It sce1ns as if l\12ric von Bulo,l,r, ,,~hose 111argi11nlia sho,v her so 
furious in the first chapters of the ,vork \Yhcncver Reimann quotes her 
out of context and ,vithont giving her prop er credit, becon1es ] ess and 
less angry ,vith hitn as she progresses ,vitl1 her reading. ~~Al]es Riilo,vs 
\\ 7ortc'' she stili ,vTitcs on p. 2 3 3. This beco1ncs a laconic ''Alles Biilo,v1 t 

on p. 2 3 5.. Apparentl)r she has decided that this biographer offers 
no scriou s c on1 petition for her; she is c onv i need that 1n usical scholar-
ship ,vill 11ot take him scr i ousl y and that historical truth ,viI i prevai I. 
Therefore she can no\v even express an1usen1cnt over Rein1nnn's 
clumsy falsi.Bcations.. On page 2 50 she ,,rrites: uNachdem llcin1ann 
B ii l O\V bes to hie n, \vird pl otzli ch ci ti ert -Quell c? , " The ('thefts', do 
indeed reach a peak ,vith :1n un2cknovtlcdged quotation ,vhich 
over ten and one-half pages in l:tcin1unn (pp. 2 5 2-2 62) nnd corre-
sponds to Brief c uud Scbrif teu I., 2 58-2 6r .. Af tcr this lviarie has fc,v 
,vords of comment left. The somc,vhat panegyric~.l concluding chap-
ter of llcin1ann's volume she dfatnisses ,vith the one ,vord: (~Blecb."' 
on the unnumbered page f ollo,ving p .. 29 s. 

The a ppcndix of photographic plates consisting of portraits and 
reproductions of docun1cntsl ,vhich follo,vs the tcxt+-part of the vol-
u1ne, 1\1aric von Bi.ilo,v thinks in very bad taste. In particular a picture 
that .sho\vS the conductor in a relaxed pose strumming .on a guitar 
arouses her anger~ ''Ein filr private Erheiterung aufgenornmcnes 

- Schcrzbild, das fiir die Offentlichkcit u. in cincr ~Biographic' zu 1~epro-
duziren cine ganz grobc lndiskretion ist .. '~ She is 2lso not happy to find 
die printed announccn1cnt of her husband's death~ signed by her~ in-
cluded in this docun1entary section of the hook. To her this is clearly 
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an invasion of her private .sphere. 1.cGibt es dagegcn kei11en Schutz?" 
she ~.sks .. The follo\"ving plate, ,vhich is in even poorer taste, shovling 
Hans von Bti1o,v on his deathbed in the (:airo hospital in ,vhich he had 
died on 12 F'ebruary 1894, does not bear any notes. ls this because she 
finds the picture less offensive than the ''Tod esanzeige, n or because she 
too had a plate sho,ving her dead husband inserted ber,veen pp. 460 
and 461 of volu1nc seven (Briefe) of her O\Vn \Vork? She dislikes, 
above aH., the higgledy-piggledy (-=\vie Kraut und Ruben") nrrange-
1ncnt of the illustrations ,vhich arc not reproduced in their proper 
chronological sequence .. 

Since the book ,vas published after Heinrich Rcin1ann's de-a.th, \Ve 
do not kno,v to ,vhat extent he is to bla1nc for all the sins of ,vhich 
l\iarie von Btilo,v proves him guilty~ Apparently the editor, Heinrich 
l\iJ cisner, ,v ho ,vrote the fore, v ord, did not both er to ch eek page ref er-
en ces or citations in i'V1 arie' s edition of the BiH o, v correspondence. 
Other,visc he ,vould have corrected the page notnbers, \vhich are 
al n1 ost all ,vro ng. 

'''hilc !\1arie von B-Ulo,v's marginalia do not bring to light any facts 
hitherto unkno,vn that ,vould contribute significantly to a definitive 
biograph.y of the n1aster, they arc 11ot ,virhout interest to the student of 
Geiste sgescbi chte. 1\1ari c vo n BiHo,v" s o,vn comments on this biog-
raphy of her husband are illuminating reflections both of a p crsonality 
and of the n1usical thought -and intellecm-a.l clin1-a.tc of 11inetccnth-
ccntury Germany. 


