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 William H. Bond vii

Preface

Bill Bond performed the same function for Bill Jackson which I, a third 
Bill, now gladly but sadly, perform for him, namely placing in context work 
unfinished at his death.  In the concluding paragraph of his Introduction to 

the posthumous publication of Records of a Bibliographer (Cambridge, Mass.: Belknap 
Press of Harvard University Press, 1967) William Henry Bond wrote that “a librarian 
and bibliographer of [William Alexander] Jackson’s caliber occupies very nearly the 
position of a public utility in the scholarly world.”  The same can surely be said of 
Bond himself.  His work on the Supplement to the Census of Medieval and Renaissance 
Manuscripts in the United States and Canada (New York: Bibliographical Society of 
America, 1962) is comparable to Jackson’s work on the second edition, revised and 
enlarged, of A Short-Title Catalogue of Books Printed in England, Scotland & Ireland 
and of English Books Printed Abroad, 1475-1640 (London: Bibliographical Society, 1976-
1991).  Both efforts built on the work of a previous generation of bibliographers and 
resulted in standard reference works which continue to be cited and have been used 
in the creation of electronic tools that have carried their purpose forward to a new 
generation of users.

Bill Bond succeeded Bill Jackson as Librarian of Houghton Library in 1965 and 
on his retirement Bond was elected Sandars Reader in Bibliography at Cambridge 
University in 1982.  His Sandars Lectures later became Thomas Hollis of Lincoln’s Inn: 
A Whig and his Books (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1990).  With Hugh 
Amory, Bond was the author of The Printed Catalogues of the Harvard College Library, 
1723-1790 (Boston: Colonial Society of Massachusetts, 1996).  Both of these works led 
Bond to the present work and he clearly enjoyed this last retirement project.  He was 
well aware of how this work would alter radically our understanding of Thomas Hollis 
and we all regret he did not live to see the impact his work would have.

Our collective thanks go to Nancy and Sally Bond for their leading role in 
advancing their father’s final project; to Professor Allen Reddick for writing an 
excellent introduction to Bond’s checklist; to Sarah Stewart who worked with Bill 
on this project in 2002-2003 and acted as his legs and his eyes in the finishing of the 
checklist and tying up thousands of loose ends; to Peter Accardo and Dennis Marnon 
who have helped to polish the final product; to Karen Nipps and David Whitesell for 
their bibliographic contributions; to Roger Stoddard for his guidance; and to Duncan 



Todd who has shaped the checklist into a published product of which we all hope Bill 
would be proud.  In making his extensive gifts to Harvard College Library, Thomas 
Hollis acted “from the great desire of promoting learning.”  That was Bill’s hope as he 
prepared this checklist and that has also been our hope as we have seen the present 
work into publication.

William P. Stoneman
Florence Fearrington Librarian
of Houghton Library of the Harvard College Library
February 2010


