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A Sheaf of Melville-Melvill Letters
Merton M. Sealts, [r.

MONG family papers recently given to the Houghton Library

by the descendants of Thomas Meclvill, fr. (1776-1845),

through Miss Jean ¥, Melvill, is a scries of six letters and

two postcards written in 1892 and 1893 by Flizabeth Shaw
Melville (1822-19006). the widow of Herman Melvillc (1819-1891), 1o
Hclen Jean Melvill (1829-1905) of Galena, Illinois, her husband’s
cousin. Helen Jean Melvill was a daughter of Thomas Melvill, Jr.,
by his second wifc, Mary Ann Augusta llobart (1796-1884). Both
Helen's father and his brother Allan, Ilerman’s father, spelled the
family name without a final ¢; Thomas’s descendants have continued
1o do so; but after Allan’s death in 1832, his widow and children
adopted the form “Melwville.”

The lctters and posteards are printed below by permission of Miss
Jean I Melvill, Elizabeth Mclville’s grandsons David and Paul Met-
calf, and the Tloughton Library. They represcnt only one segment
and one side ol an extensive correspondence involving not only these
two branches of the family but also Elizabeth Melville's father,
Lemucl Shaw, whose engagement to marry Nancy Wroc Mclvill of
Boston, a sister of Thomas and Allan, bad been terminated by her
death in 1813, Lemuel Shaw continued as a family friend and advisor
until his own death in 1861, as we know {roin the numerous letiers
he exchanged with two generations of both Mclvills and Melvilles,

In the summer of 1833 young Herman Melville, who was later to
become Shaw's son-in-law, worked for a time on Thomas Mclvill’s
farm at Pittsficld, Massachusctts, and in 1840, after his unclc had
moved to lllinois, he visited the Melvills at Galena. Following
'Thomas Melvil)’s death in 1845, his widow remaincd in Galena until
late 1847 or early 1848, when she returncd to Pittsficld to join their
marricd son Robert, who had previously rcturned from Illinots to
work the family farm. With her came her two younger children,
Helen Jean and Allan (1833-1882), and presumably her step-children
Anne Marie Priscilla (1810-1858) and Hcenry Dearborn (1812—-1896),
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Melvitle-Aelvili Letrers 281

the latrer retarded since birth, By 1852 she was back in Galena with
all the children except Priscilla, who in 1848 had begun tcaching
school tn Canandaigua, New York. In 1853 Priscilla returned to
Pictsfield, stayed for a time with the Herman Melvilles, and in 1855
began to support hersclf by doing needlework at her own room in
the viltage. On her death in 1858 shc was buried in the new Piutsfield
Cemetery, opened 1in 185C at 203 Wahconah Street, where Lot No,
[8, Hope Mound, had been conveyed to Mrs. Mary A, A. Melvill
by a deed dated 15 April 1851, Care of the Melvill family lot is one
of the principal subjects of Llizabeth Melville’s letters to 1clen Jean.,
The Galena Melvills continued to keep 1n touch with their relatives
in Massachusetts and New York, Herman Melville may have scen
them 1n 1859 when he lectored in Illinois cities near Gaiena; in the
autumn of 1859 Helen Jean paid a visit 1o Pittsheld.! In later years
Herman wrote an affectionate sketch of her father for the History of
Prtisfield (1876), whosc cditor, ). F. A. Smith, remarked that Herman
“seemed to have modelled himself as a ‘gentleman of the old school’
upon the pattern of his Boston-born and Parisian bred uncle.™
Elizabeth Melville’s surviving letters to Helen Jean Mclvill draw
upon their common associations over the years, including knowlcdge
of Herman Mclville’s death in September of 1891, In succeeding
months she was going over family papers and securing information
for Arthur Stedman, her husband’s literary exccutor, whe published
several obituary notices and biographical sketches of Mclville in 1891
and 1892 and prepared four volumes of his carly writings — Typee,
Omoo, White-facket, and Moby-Thick — for reissue by the United States
Book Company. Stedman’s efforts were clearly in her mind when she

! In the collection of Miss Jean F. Melvill is a copy of Catharine Maria Sedgwick, Hope
Lestie: or, Larly Times in the Massachusetts, 2 vols. (New York: Harper & DBrothers, I855),
inscribed “Helen Jean Melvill Pittsheld Sep. 25% f 59." Although there is no reference to
her visit in either the Galena ar the Pittsfield papers of this period {checked, respectively,
by Miss Mclvill and Mrs. Ruth T. Degenhardt of the Berkshire Athenaeum, Pittsfhield), it
is worth noting that on 5, 6, and 7 October 1859 the Berkshire Agricultural Society held its
annual Fair, with associated exhibitions, a cattle show, a concert, and a ball. These events
may have attracted Helen Jean to Pittsfield; her late father, Thomas Melvill, Jr., had been
an active member of the Society.

¢ “Herman Mclville” (1891-1892), reprinted in Mcrton M. Sealts, Jr., The Zarly Lives of
Melville: Nincteenth-Century Biographical Stetches and Their Antbors (Madison: University of
Wisconsin Press, 1974), p. 138.
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Flizabeth Shaw Meclvilic (1822-1906)
Photegraphed at Intervale, New Hampshire, in 1905.
(Courtesy of the Berkshire Athenacum)

Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXXV, Number 3
(Summer 1987)



?

I

-.:5?"'
S v DR
W R e R Y P R

v

~

Ky

J

ST

RFCTH L

ITclen Jean Melvill (1829-1905)

Photographed in front of the Mclvill family home in Galena, Illinois.
(Courtesy of Miss Jean F. Melvill)
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asked for material that cither Helen' Jean or her brother George
Melvill might be able to supply.
1104 Itast 26th Street, New York
Before 16 January 1892]
My Dear Helen,

Among a number of old documenits, lctters &c that came from Allan’s ecstate,
through ‘lont who was his executor, and which Herman never found time to fairly
examine — | find a package of letters from your father to his father — and as they
will naturally be of interest to you and your brother? I send them by express &
hope they will reach you safely — [ had to divide the package for easier packing
— I have pot in also one of Herman’s photographs for you, enclesing it for better
safety in a little volume which I am sure you will like to read —

) should be very glad to hear from you again — there are so few of us left now,
il scems as if we onght (o keep alive the family interest by mere frequent com-
munication than we have done — And do you never mean to come East again? |
wish you would and should be very glad to have you stay with us, if you do —

Jan 16% [1892]

1 had written thus far the other day when it accurred to me that I had not your
address (except for lerters) which your note recd. last evening now gives me — |
hope you will soon write me the “intended letter” — [ am (requently asked if
Henry? is living, and [ can only say “I do nat know™ — please tell me — and will
you ask your brother it he can date the summer that Herman “worked on the farm”
in Pittsficld — and 1 Ierman “taught school™ before, or immediately {ollowing
that time — .7 :

We have not entirely escaped the dreadful “grip” but our attacks have been light
— I trust your {family will cscape ~—

Affectionately your
cousin Lizzie S. M,
Pleasc address me Mrs ITerman M — our carrier is uscd to that~— I have addressed
the package Care J. Davies & Co is that right?

}'I'ne references here are {1) to Herman Melville's brothers Allan {1823-1872) and
Thomas (1830-1884), (2} to latters from Thommas Melvill, Jr., w his father (1751-1832), and
(3) to blelen Jean's brother George Raleigh Melvill (18261899,

* Flelen Jean’s retarded half-brother Henry Dearborn Melvifl.

¥ Arthur Stedman™s Introduction 1o the 1892 Zypee, for which Mrs, Melville was evi-
dently secking dates, erroncously places Melville on his unele’s farm in the summer of 1836
but correctly uotes thay Melville began teaching in 1837; see Scales, The Early Lives of Meluille
(note 2), p. 156. The forthcoming revised edition of Jay Leyda, The AMeivifle Log: A Doecee-
mentary Life of Herman Aefville 1819-1891 {1931, reprinted with a new supplementary chapter,
New York: Gordian Press, 1969) establishes 1833 as the year when Melville worked for his
uncle,
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8 Last Housatonic st
Pittsfield, Mass Aug, 1. 1892
My dear Helen,

My summer wanderings have now brought me to Pitesficld where we have been,
Bessict and I — since the 15% July — and T amn led 1o believe that you would like
to have something direct fram the old place endeared to us both Ly many associa-
tions — Though now it is a ¢ity, nominally, the grand features have not changed,
and there arc as yct no paved streets to offend the eye — there are concrete
sidewalks, with sodded barders, kept scrupulously clean and shorn. All the fences
arc taken away, and each house keeps its own surroundings in lawn-like order —
not a weed or unsightly objcet 1o he scen — The trees have grown, and there are
elms in the “park” nearly as tall as the old historic one —7

The road from the railroad crossing to “Arrowhead” (our old place) is a perfect
bewer and onc hedge which IHerman planted as little saplings 1s now a stately row
of tall and beautiful trees — Allan's children have it for their summer home — and
areat 15 the joy of Millie's? children now numbering seven, when they are turned
loose there like young colts to pasture — OF my ald friends so few arc lefi, that I
hardly dare enquire for them — the question scems to be not who is dead but whe
is there Jeft amony the living — I feel like a Rip Van Winkle after his 20 years sleep
— and it 1s nearly 30 since I lived here — Some old Tandmarks remain and the little
house in ¥enn st where Priscilla passed her last days? looks exactly the same —
And I have been to the cemetery which has grown to be as lovely a resting place
as I have ever scen —a most peaceful city of the dead — but I was sorry to sce that
the Meclvill lot showed in marked contrast to the neighboring ones — looking weedy
and neglected — the others being green-turfed and smooth — Mrs Brittain!® and
I once planted a willow over Priscilla’s mound, but it died out — another small
tree has sprung up there however — A very small yearly sum would keep the lot
in good order all the time — it needs a little grading to even it down to the walk
like the others — but it is not indispensable — and [ could wish there was a simple
head-stone for Priscilla — I yotr and your brother wish to do anything about it,
& will let me know I could make enquiries while 1 am here — Of course 1 only
make these suggestions as I should wish to have any one do to me under like
circumstances —

¢ Elizabeth (1853-1908), the unmarried daughter of Jierman and Elizabeth Melville.

7 The celebrated “Pittsfietd Tlm,” long the subject of local anxicty after it was strack by
lightning and badly scarred, remained standing until 1861. In Chapter 28 of Afoly-Dick
(1851) Melville's 1shunacl likens Abab’s scar 1o that of “a great tree” struck by lightning.

§ Maria Gansevoort {1849-1933), cldest davghter of Allan Melville; in 1874 she married
William Barlow Maorewood, san of John Rowland and Sarah Morewood, who had hought
the Melvill property at Pittshield in 1850,

? On 15 February 1855 Priscilla Mcelvill had begun a running advertisement in the
Pitesfield Sun offering her services as a dressmaker “at her room, opposite the Methodist
Church in Fenn Street, up stairs” (The Mefville Log (note 3), 11, 498),

19 Fllen ETuyler Brittain (1814-1897), a sister of Sarah (Mrs. John R.) Morewooxl.
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Bessic and 1 are very pleasantly situated herc at a private boarding-housc ncar
the town with most refreshing greenery all about — and my old friend Mrs.
Brittain just over the way — where she and Allred Morcwood's widow are kecping
house together — she is still hale and hearty — we often talk of you and she wants
me to tell you with her love, that the crows call “Caw, caw” just as they did 40
years agol — And we hoth wanl (o hear all about you, and if Ienry is still living
— Do write soon, and if you are at home I want to send you a book of the modern
“Pittsfield views™ which I think will interest you very much —

I don’t know whether [ have written you since we moved from our house in 26%
st — il not, let mc know — and I will tell you about it — We have gone inte
“apartments” — 1'he Florence 105 East 182 st will be our city address — We shall
have to leave here on the 192 & fly to the mountains to escape the dreadful hay
fever — though I would much rather stay on here till October —

Affectionately your cousin Lizzie. 5. M.
Won't you send me your photograph — do please —

8 East Housatonic st
Pittsficld Mass
Aug 18 1892
Dear Helen ,
Since writing you last T have had an oppartunity o go to the marble yard and
I send you the result of my inquirics — I saw swhat I thought was a very suitable
and simple stone for Priscilla']s grave (of Vermont granite) and send you the design
as enclosed — The top is polished for raised imitials {am 1 right about A A P Mp?)
and the price includes the whole expense of letiering and setting — I think mysclf
that the 12.00 one is well worth the 2,00 difference in the price — [ told the man
it was uncertain whether he would have the order but he tonk my address and
aske<l me to let him know as soon as convenicnt so please send e word how it is
— I think it would be casicy, if you have the lot fixed, to give the order for the
stone through Mr McArthur the Sup? — And of course whatever you do the
dircctions must he very explicit — carly Scpt. is the best time to seed, they say. If
you should want any further lettering the charge would be 15¢ a letter — sunken
ones —
If you do employ him plcasc mention my name — I think the partner that I
talked with was Fuller —

"L am informed by Mrs. Ruth T. Degenharde of the Berkshire Athenacurn that twa
books of “Pittsficld views” were available to Mrs, Mclvilte in 1892: Streets, Public Butldings
and General Views of Pitisfeld, Mass. Hustrated ceith “Autoglyph Prints” by W B Allen, Gardaer,
Mass., published by O, ], Copeland & Co. in 1886, and Pisfreld and Vieinity, with views
taken by S. 5. Wheeler, a local photographer, published in 1891 or after by (George Biatch-
ford, a Piusfield bookseller and stationer; the Athenaeum holds copivs of bath. It seems
likely that Mrs. Melville was refersing to the later publication — apparenily the same work
that Wheeler advertised in the 1892 city dircetory for Pittsficld as “Berkshice County Views.”

“Cornclius MeArthur was Superintendent of the Piusfield Cemetery from 1889 to 1898;
J. Gordon McArthur scrved from 1898 to 1940.
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Il you have the stane T would have the spot levelled and not mounded — that
sectns 1o be the way of the other lots ——

We leave here tomorrow and you have my address— 1 amin the midst of packing
and have to scribble this in a great hurry and it 1s awful hot — T hope the book and
the roll reached you safely —

] think we may be back here by 20 Sept — for a couple of weeks — I will let
you know — A new edition of “Typee” will probably be out very soon — if you
chance to sce any notices of it, please send them to me —

Mrs Brittain and ] talk a great deal of old times and of you — and she sends her
love and remembrance —

Affectionately your
Cousin Lizzie
[Enclosurc: sketch of proposed stone, with letters “A M I M” at the top, and an
estimate of charges]

[Postcard] Plaisted [ouse
Jefferson, N. 11.13
Sept 1, [1892]
Pear I,

Thank you for the “Grant Souvenir”!'# which 1 received just before leaving
Pittsfiecld — I have Leen hoping to hear from you to know if the little volume of
“Pitrsficld views™ reached you salcely, and also in regard to the other matter — If
you find in your papers anything about the death of R. T. Green[e] which occurfrled
in Chicago 26 Aug) Toby of “Typee”!¥ do send it to me — I'he new Typec is
now in the hands of the binders, & will soon be issued, the editor writes me —
Any notice of that also will be acceptable — Yrs ever E. §. M.

[Pastcard] Plaisted House
Jefferson N. H. Sept, 20t 1892
Dear H,

] expect to leave here this week on Friday (234} and go to Piusficld for about a
fortnight before returning to New York — then 1 will answer your letter of Aug

13 Jefferson, New [Hampshire, overlooking the Presidential Range, was noted in the late
ninetcenth century both for its impressive seenery and as a refuge for victims of hay fever,
such as Lilizaheth Shaw Melville, Passenger ratl service had begun in the 1880s, with transfers
by carriage available between the loeal station and various sesort hotels. Among these hotels
was the Plaisted House, built by Benjamin H. Plaisted in the 1870s and operated after his
death in 1881 by his son, Philip C. This hotel accommodated 125 guests at weekly rates of
$12 to $15; see M. F. Sweetser, Chisholm’s \White Afountain Guide Bock, rev. ed. (Poriland,
Maine: Chisholm Brothers, 1895), p. 122. Mrs. Helen Merrill, President of the Jefferson
Historical Society, who located the accompanying undated photographs, informs me that
both the Plaisted House and Maple Cottage (mentioned below}) have since been demolished,

1% T'he “Grant Souvenir”™ has not been identificd.

1°“Toby of Typee” was Richard Tobias Greene (1819-1892), who in 1842 had jumped
ship with Melville in the Marguesas Islands.
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Plaisted House, Jefferson, New Hampshire
(Courtesy of Mrs, Helen Merrill)

31* and tell you about the lot, after [ have seen it — Thanks also for the paper
with notice of “Toby™ — Bessie has been at Cooperstown with friends, as the mts,
do not agree with her — she 1s very well & has escaped the “cold” — we expect to
meel at P, the same day — My address will be as before — 8 I<ast Housatonic st
— Is not this chiolera visitation dreadful? but I crust we may be spared an epidemic
of it i New York —

Yrs ever

E58.:M.

15 Tast 18 s
New York Qct. 234 1892
Dear blclen,

I went back to Pittsficld from the mountains on the 234 Oct. and staid about ten
days — I was sorry that | could not go ous to the Cemetery, but my hay fever was
Just bothering(?] cnough 1o keep mie pretty close to the house — and T only went
over the way to see Mrs. Brittain — then she would come to sce me in the evening
— I had word from Mr. McArthur that the work was done and he wanted me 1o
go and see it — but Mrs. Brittain reports that it is all satisfactorily done and looks
finely — shc is as much pleased and interesied to see the lot look as if it were caved
for, as you or 1 could be — and she will keep an eye on it — The amount that
George sent did cover the expense of “grading” and sceding, as estimated — and
even more was done, for he “sodded” down the bank to the pathway of his own
free-will without extra charge — I do not think the “marker™ for Priscilla’s prave
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Maple Cottage, Jefferson, New Hampshire
(Courtesy of Mrs. Helen Merrill)

is necessary if the mound is kept well defined — it was almost ablitcrated when |
saw it, bul Mr. MeArthur would attend 1o it —

I hope, il I live, 10 go to Pittsheld again next summer — 1 had such a quiet restful
time there — and would have staid on but for the dreadful hay fever — No T don't
have it 25 badly as 1 nsed to because [ run away from it every year as [ could not
do when I had 2 young family — We came here on the 39 QOct, and are trying to
get settled in our “apartment” — We have pleasant and sunny rooms and have all
our own furniture, pictures &c to make it scem somewhat home-like bue 1 feel “like
a cat in a strange garret” afier being at housekeeping in the same house for 29 years.
We are 1n the 5% story, and have a fine view of Union Square from our corner
window. | would not go up so high but that it is a thoroughly fire-proof housc —
an elevatar of course — Ve are enjoying the preat luxury of living without a servant
— except for occasional need which we can call for at any mement in the house
— man or woman — we have been servant-ridden and tormented so long it is a real
relief to be without — We take our meals in the private dining-room below, and
therefore need no couk — We make our own beds and dust the rooms, and rejoice
to be independent of them — T congratulate you il you can get along without —
Do write me about it — [ sold the house in 26t st, partly because housekeeping
was such z care (for only us two) and partly because the neighborhood had greatly
changed for the worse — They wanted to put up an apartment house on that & the
next lot —and I had a very liberal cash olfer which my brother advised me strongly
to accept — and so — here 1 am — It is certainly a great relicf from care

Do find out and write me more about the child who was named Lemuel Shaw
— il his mother’s or father’s name was “Canning” [ should know — I hope you
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have all recovered from the dreadful “grip™ trouble — tell me about your brother[’]s
eyes, and his “lame hand” — IHave you scen the new cdition of Herman’s early
books “Fypee & Omoo” — they are out recently — If you see any notices, plcasc
send me-or tell me the names of papers & dates —

Thanks for the notice of Toby’s death — how strange that he should have died
just at this time — You know that he has a son named Herman Melville — 1 have
had a very nice letter from him with photographs —

Do let us try to write 10 cach other oftencr. There are so few of us left — and
I am always so glad to hear from you — With kind remembrances to George, ever
aftectionately

Your cousin

Lizzeic §. M.
Mr Marewood’s brother George bought Broadhall some years ago and uscd it for
a summer residence — He died there 2 few weeks ago —

30 Last Housatonic st
Pittshield Mass —
Aug 16 — 1893

My Dear Helen,

Many thanks for your letter — I write now to tell you that I expect to leave here
for Boston this week Triday (18") — My ncphew — QOakes Shaw — {my brother
Qakes’ son) is to be married on the 229 — and my brother is very desirous that we
should be present — my brother Sam who still lives (a bachelor) in the old house
in Mt Vernon st!¢ — I wish that they had taken some other time than “hay fever
time™ — but we shall have to risk it and pet away to some “exempt” place to stay
till 12 Qct and then return to New York -—

About Pittsficld — Mil[l]ic is at Arrowhead with her seves children — it seems
but yesterday that she was a child — playing round there with my children — and
“Will™"? was rampaging round as no doubt you remember — They live at Elizabeth
N.J. and Mr, Ro[w]tand Marewood makes his home with them and is in very good
health — ¥

Your old homc, Broadhall — as Mrs. M. christiened it — is occupicd in the
summer by the family of George Morewacd[,] Rolwlland’s brother, who bought
it some years age — It has not been changed very much — & the old paper on the
North parlor remains there stll'*—1I wish you could come this way again —

16 John Oakes Shaw, Jr. (1850-1909} was the son of Elizabeth's brother John Qakes
(1820-1902); Samuel Shaw {1833-1915} was her half-brother.

17 William Barlow Morewood as a boy.

18 Mrs. J. R. Morewood had died in 1863; her husband {1821-1903) was living with
William and Mavia (“Millic”) Melville Morewood,

1% “The walls of this raom are hung in hlock paper over 100 years old. This paper is a
bird pattern imported from Fngland and the club will endeavor to preserve the paper. , , [
So the Pittsfield Zvening Bufletin reported in an undated clipping that Elizabeth Melville sent
ta Helen Jean in 1900 or 1901, after the Pittsfield Country Club had purchased the property
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[ saw Mr. McArthur and expressed my approval at the appearance of the cem-
etery tot — he did not mzke the tound over Priscilla’s grave because it was so
obliterated that he did not know exactly where it was — said it was better not to
have the mound — but should there be any later interment he ought to know
exactly where that was — So I had him make a diagram and mark the spot — I
suppose poor Henry will be the next and the enly onc — Ilc also said that a very
smal! “marker” just large enough for initials to stand a few inches above the ground
might be placed at a small expense 3 or 4 dollars — )£ George should have to come
on he could then tell whether it would be desircable — Poor Henry. I 2m sorry
indeed (o hear of his acaident — how did it happen — it must cause him much
suftering

Fanny is slowly, but — 1 hope — steadily regaining her strength — she had a
lovely baby its namc is “Jeannctic Ogden” — I know you must have your hands
full with your increased family and am glad that you have such a comfortin Jessie?!
— But do try ence in a while to write to

Your afiectionatce cousin, Lizzie
Do you know my Boston address? 49 Mt Vernon st

49 Mt Vernon st

Boston — Mass

Oct. 2. 1893
My dear Helen,

Ever since your last Jetter to me in Pitesfield which I answered, I have been
hoping ta hcar from you again — I felt quite anxious to hear more about poor
Henry’s condition, but as he has survived the summer 1 judge that his broken acm
must have been healing — If so, it is truly wonderful under the circumstances and
at his age — You arc called to my mind cspecially now by receiving this morning
a bill from the Cemetery for care of your lot for the year — I sent it back to the
Trcasurer giving him Ge[o]rge’s address to which 1 suppose he will forward it —
I think you would consider it money well spent if you could see how beautifully
green & clear the Jot looks conforming with the ncighboring ancs, and not con-
trasting as before with a weedy & neglected appearance — 1 don’t Lnow whether
I told you that 2 wedding in our family (my brother Qakes’ son) brought us to
Boston in August — Then we went to Kittery Point on the coast of Maine, and
then to Marblehead beach which has taken up the interval till last Wednesday when
we came here — And we expect to return to New York next week Monday (90
and 1 do hopc that either here or there T shall get some word from you as to your

from the Morewoads. In his short story “Jimmy Rose” (1855) Herman Mclville had deseribed
this same raom as “the old parlor of the peacocks,” nating that “such paper could only have
come from Paris.”

% Jeannctte Ogden Thomas (1892-1974), the fourth child of Frances Melville Thomas
{1855—1938), the married daughtcr of Herman and Elizabeth Melville,

21 jessie Dean Melvill (1867-1940), -daughter of Allan Cargill Melvill (1833-1882), 1
brother of Helen Jean, and his wife Florinda {Drum) Meclvill (1841-1896).
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own health and all your family news that you can scrape together — You have my
address in both places — Kate Hoadley and Minnie have gone, like all the rest of
the world, 10 the FFair??2 — so I shall not sce them —
I am quite longing to get back to sce Fanny and her little ones — she is very
much improved in health [ am glad to say
Maria and her sever have been at Arrowhead the greacer pare of the summer and
has now gone home — her oldest daughter is taller now than herself — and it seems
but yesterday that she was running about with my children on the same spot —
Poor Mrs Brittain is very fecble — and of course all feel very anxious about her
— she has recently had another “shock” though it was slight — She and Alfred’s
widow make their home together in Pittshield — Old Mr M[orewood]. 1s well and
Iives in Llizabeth N, ], with Will, and Maria’s sisters — [Jo write scon —
Affectionately your
cousin Lizzic

Although no other letters in this series are known to survive, there
are two sequels to be noted with respect to those printed above,
Ilenry Dearborn Melvill, the “poor IHenry” of these letters, was
indeed “the next and the only one” of the Melvills to be buried in the
family plot, as Elizabeth Melvilie predicted. The interment took
place on 24 October 1896, according to records of the Pittsficld
Cemetery, which give his age at death as 87.2 A marble memonal
reading “MELVILL.” was erccted on the lot, presumably by order of
George Melvill. The memorial consists of two rectangular slabs, one
(20-by-36-by-6-inches) resting on a second stone {25-by-39-by-8-
inches); the lot itsclf has perpetual care.?® There is no reference in
the cemetery records to any Melvill burial in the lot except Henry's,
and since Priscilla’s grave was not mounded or marked its exact
location within the ot is unknown. The other children of Thomas

22 Catherine Melville Hoadley {1825-1905), a sister of Hernan Melville, and her daugh-
ter Maria Gansevoort, (“Minme,” 1855-1904) had gonc to Chicago for thie World's Columbian
Expuosition, 1892,

2 Heney Melvill, born on 17 July 1812, would have been 84 in 1896 rathier than 87.
This wus nut the ficst mistake concerning his age. [n August of 1845 Rabert Melvill bad old
Lenmct Shaw that “Heary Dearborn 15 35" {Leyda, Log [note 5), I, 198); Professar Stanton
Garner informs me that on 1 June 1860 the census-taker in Galena gave Henry's age as 42
aod wrongly reported that he had been born in TFrance. Both Leyda, Zng, 1, xxix, and
Eleanor Melville Meteall, Herman Afefoille: Cycle and Epicycle (Cambridge: Harvard University
Press, 1953), front end-paper, mistakenly print 1886 as the year of his death rather than
1896.

2 Ior this infocruation 1 am indebted to Robert G. Newman of Pittsfield, Librarian
Lmeritus of the Berkshire Athenacum, and to the Pittsfield Cemetery.
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and Irangoise Melviil died before the Pittsfield Cemetery was opened
in 1850; the children of Thomas and Mary Ann Melvill are buried in
the Melvill plot in Greenwood Cemetery, Galena.

That the correspondence between Elizabeth Melville and Helen
Jean Mclvill continued after 1893 is attested by one more envelope
addressed in Elizabeth’s hand to “Miss Helen ]. Melvill” ar Galena;
it carrics the printed address of “MapLe CotTacE, P. C. Plaisted,
Proprictor. Jefferson, N, H.” and is postmarked at Jefferson as of
“AUG 15 1901”7 But rather than correspondence it now confains
“Newspaper Clippings Relating to Broad Hall, at Pittsfield Mass,
Thomas Melvill['ls Home,” as an endorsement in an unidentified
hand indicates. There are four clippings, all apparently from the
Pitcsfield Evening fournal, headed as follows:

I. “Broap HaLL 1s Cuosen. / Will Be New Home for Country Club.”
(31 July 1900, pp. I, 8)

2. *CnHarms OF Broap HaLL / Country Club Members Pleased With
New Home.” (No date or page indicated)

3. “Future oF Broap HaLL.” (No date or page indicated)

4. “HawrroRNE DAy, / Celebration at Lenox, by Historical Socicty.”
(3 August 1900, no page indicated)
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