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Harvard's Book Collections 
HE sur,•ey of 'Problcn1s of Acquisition Policy in a 
University J~ibrary' that appeared in the Autun111 1950 
nu1nbcr of this BuI,LF.TIN ,vas a theoretical and general 
introduction to the series of articles that is continued here; 

the Harvard library ,vas mentioned only ,vhcn it sec1ned to offer a 
good example of some situation that exists in 1nany institutions. As a 
preliminary to cxan1ioation of specific acquisition problen1s at [-Iar-
vard, the present aniclc and jts sequel n1ust atten1pt ~o describe the 
University's book collections. This ,viii be difficult to do even in out-
line, and details ,viii have to be omitted. A guide to holdings in any 
major subject could ,veil fill several issues of this journal, but it is 
hoped that enough information can be given to provide a !>asis for 
intelligent discussion of future acquisition policies, ,vhich ,viii be 
treated in a later article. 

The strictly undergraduate collections - Lamont, the "I-louse Li-
braries, and the Tutorial Libraries scattered through the University-
may be dismissed .,vith the statement that they seem to be reasonably 
adequate for their purpose and that funds are available for keeping 
them up to date as ,,,orking collections in fields covered by under-
graduate instruction. Likc,vise, the rare book and manuscript holdings 
of Houghton and so1nc other Harvard libraries do not see1n to call 
for discussion here because, in general, additions to them come fro1n 
funds that arc not available for other purposes. l\1any of the rare ite111s 
are of great in1portance for research, and every effort ought to be 
made to 1naintain these collections, but they do not usually compete 
for money ,vith the sl1bject fields that n1ust be treated here. 

This leaves for consideration, in addition to the main collection in 
,¥idener, the special libraries belonging to seventeen departments of 
the Faculty of Arts and Sciences, the libraries of fifteen research in-
stitutions ;ffiliatcd ,vith that Faculty, a fe\V office libraries, and the 
libraries maintained by the seven other Faculties of the University. 
The latter do not use funds at the disposal of the Ficulty of Arts and 
Sciences, but the)' cover suhjects overlapping to sonic extent those in 
,vhich that Faculty gives instruction, and their holdings arc essential 
parts of the University's library resources; if they did not exist, the 
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College Library ,vould obviously have to do 1nore than it now does in 
acquiring books on business administration, architecture, landscape 
architecture, regional planning, theology, education, la,v, 1nedicine, 
dentistry, public health, and public administration. Efforts are made 
to avoid unnecessary duplication in these fields. 

Consequently it see1ns desirable to treat Harvard's resources subject 
by subject rather than to take up special and deparunental libraries 
one by one. No sequence or grouping of subjects can be entirely 
satisfactor}', but this article ,vill try to bring together those that are 
1nost closel)' akin. After a statcn1ent 011 general ,vorks, jncluding 
bibliographical and other ref crence con1pilations, philosophy and re-
ligion ,vill be treated first a1nong the humanities, follo,ved by the 
theatre, 1n usic, :fine arts, architecture, and languages and literatures. 
Geography and history ,viii next he considered, ,vith the related fields 
of archaeology, anthropology, and folklore. Then ,viii follo,v a sur-

. vey of holdings in sports and games, psychology, social relations, 
cco11on1ics, govern1nent, la,v, education, journalism, the history of 
science, and spcci.6c sciences, including mathcn1atics, astronomy, 
physics, engineering, technology, military arid naval science, meteor-
ology, chemistry, geolog)', mineralogy, the biological sciences, agri-
culture, and medicine. The statement for each subject ,vill tr}' to 
snn1marizc the extent of Har,·ard's holdings, their adequacy for in-
struction and research, and ,vhat is being done currently to keep them 
up to date. It should be noted that, ,vhen the nu1nber of \Videner's 
volun1es and pan1phlets on a subject is given, the figure includes 
neither those rare books 011 the subject that arc kept in Houghton, 
,vhich no,v has more than 140,000 volu1ncs, nor the little-used books 
at the Ne,,• England Deposit J.,ibrary, in ,vhich Harvard no,v houses 
1norc than 2. 30,000 volun1es. . 

General T-f7 orks. f\1any reference v,orks, such· as bibliographies, 
biographical compilations, and encyclopaedias, deal ,vith 1nore than a 
single subject; ne,vspapers, general periodicals, and 1nany publications 
of learned societies arc likc,vise of primary in1porcance to scholars in 
a variety of fields. l\1aterjal on museums, librarianship, printing, and 
publishing 1nay also be regarded as general in nature. 

Decentralization, ,vhich has been I-Jarvard's library policy for 1nany 
years, results in a ,vide scattering of reference materials and necessitates 
a good deal of duplication. Each library in the University has tried to 
acquire ,vhat it needs, and the resulting collections are satisfactory on 
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the ,vholc, but it ,,,ould be highly desirable if reference holdings in 
each could be given n1ore careful consideration by specialists than 
1nost of thcn1 arc no,v regularly receiving. 

I-larvard does not atten1pt to maintain a research collection of 
Atncrican nc,vspapcrs, n1any of ,vhich arc to be found at the Boston 
Public Library and the ~1assachusetts State Library, but it has been 
trying, since 1938, to asscn1blc a representative series of foreign ne,vs-
papcrs on microfiln1. This has been financed by 1noney fro1n the 
Nicn1an l•oundation that ,vill not be available after 1952; other funds 
\Vill then have to be found if these files are to be continued. 

General periodicals and learned society publications arc ,vell repre-
sented, ,vith about 65,000 volu111es in \Videncr alone; here, again, it 
is i1npossiblc to avoid considerable duplication ber,vccn libraries. No 
special effort has been made to build up holdings in librarianship, but 
l-iarvard has no library school, and the present collection, under the 
circun1stanccs, is not seriously inadequate. 

Of general ,vorks as a ,vholc, it n1ay be said that funds for additions 
appear to be sufficient, and that the greatest need is for 1nore attention 
by 1ne1nbers of the faculty and librarians to the selection of current 
publications. 

PbilosoJiby. ,, 7idcner's holdings in philosophy, ,vhich (,vith psy-
chology excluded) no,,, nu1nber more than 39,000 volu1nes and 
pa1nphlets, arc excellent for nearly all countries and periods. Thanks 
to the systcn1atic ,vork of the late Benjamin Rand, the.re ,vcre fe,v 
gaps of in1portance up to 1933, but the satne statetnent cannot be 1nade · 
for 1naterial that has appeared since that date. The Robbins Librat}' 
in E1nerson rlall is a good ,vorking collection of 5 ,ooo volumes, but 
it has not yet been decided ho,v n1uch duplication should be permitted 
bet,veen this special library and the main collection. A pproxin1atel)' 
$600 per year is available for purchases of n,onographs an~ serials on 
philosophy, and it is fair to sar that the greatest need at present is for 
n1orc thorough and systcn1atic sclcctioi1 of current books. 

J?eligio11. The Andover-Harvard 1'heological J,ibrary at the Har-
vard Divinity School, containing n1ore than 200,000 ,,olunles and 
pa1nphlets, is suppletnented by approxin1ately 73,000 in l'Vidcner 
classified as church history, religion, Bibles, rnissions, or sermons. 
i\'1uch additional 1naterial relating to these subjects is to be found in 
other classifications. For A1nerican and other tnodern church histor)', 
Harvard's holdings arc good but not outstanding; though not so large 
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as those of the Union Theological Sc1ninary in Nc,v York, they are 
a1nong the strongest in the countf)' for 111ost of the rc1nainder of the 
field. Ne\\' England theology (particularly Unitarian and Congrega-
tional) and Ger.n1an eighteenth-century n1aterial are covered particu-
larly ,vell; acquisitions on religious education and 1nissions have been 
restricted. Other libraries in the Boston area have greater resources 
for the stud)' of Congregational Church history in An1crica and of the 
l{o1nan Catholic, Baptist, and .i\1cthodist Churches. 

Approximate!)' $ 1, 1 oo per year i~ available for book purchases by 
the Divinity School, ,vhieh also obtains n1any n1onographs and serials 
on exchange for the Harvard 1'/Jeological l~cvic'l.v. ·vvidener's collec-
tion is kept up largel)' ,vith the incon1c of the Treat Fund ($z,250 per 
)'Car), half of ,vhich is used for early and rare publications ,vith c1n-
phasis on English church history. The Di,·inity School seriously needs 
additional funds for book selection, the purchase of current publica-
tions, and cataloguing. '~'hen the Andover Theological Sen1inary 
1noved fron1 Ca1nbridge to Ne,vton and left its library ,vith that of 
the Harvard Divinity School in Andover I-Jail, the understanding \Vas 
that Harvard \\'ou]d be responsible for 1naintaining a research library 
in thcolog)' for the Boston area .. 

I-Iarvard is strong in Hebraic rnaterials, and the collection on Bud-
dhism ( divided bet,vecn '~'idener and the Chincsc-J apanese J ,ibrary 
of the 1-Jarvard-Ycnching Institute) is believed to be the equal of any 
in the United States. 

Tbeatrc. The Theatre Collection, 110\\' located in Houghton, is 
specially endo\ved and is devoted pri,narily to the English and Arneri-
can stage, \vith n1orc c1nphasis on historical than current 1naterial; the 
Ne\v York Public Library has a better collection on the contcn1porary 
stage, but Harvard's is believed to be unequaled in this country for 
the cightec;nth and nineteenth centuries. Tt does not include literary 
criticis111 or, except for pron1pt copies or n1anuscripts, the texts of 
plays, as these are shelved \\11th other literary ,vorks in ·vvidcner. 
·rhcrc arc thousands of playbills, clippings, and portraits. The ballet 
collection, including seventeenth- and eighteenth-century French ma-
terial, is notc,vorthy. 

Approxin1ately $3,000 per )'ear is available for purchases, and this 
should be adequate if the scope of the collection is not enlarged to take 
in radio, television, or n1orc on the conten,porary theatre. The curator 
of the collcctio11, a specialist in the field, is responsible for selection. 
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il1usic. There arc approximatcl)' 2 7 ,ooo vol uni es in \Videncr' s 

1nusic collection; ,vhich is good but not outstanding. 1.'he lshanl 
Library of Early lnstrurnental A-iusic (1,350 volun1es) in rhe i\1cmorial 
Church is excellent in its special field, ,vhich includes keyboard and 
n1ediaeval 1nusic. The 9,000 volun1cs in the j\1usic Building are in-
tended to forn1 a ,vorking library, but contain a good deal of dead 
,vood. 

During the sun11ner of 1950, l'rofessor '~'illian1 1\ustin of Cornell 
surveyed Harvard's holdings in the subject and prepared an extensive 
list of ,vorks that ought to be added. The funds available for pur-
chases by ,vidcner, approxiniately $1,500 per year, ought to be larger, 
and a trained librarian ought to be employed to ,,,ork on building up 
the collections .. It is also essential that decisions be reached on the 
relative emphasis to he given to musicology, historical n1aterial, and 
scores, as ,veil as on ,vhethcr the library is to collect 1nusic of all nations 
and periods or only of selected ones. l\ian)' of the books are no,v in 
poor physical condition because of heavy use. 

Fine Arts. The 30,000 volumes in the Fogg Art [Vluseuol include 
nearly 2,500 volun1es forn1crly housed in the Busch-Reisinger ((;cr-
111anic) .i\iuseun1 and an equal nu1nber belonging to the Rubel Asiatic 
llcscarch Bureau. The books are supplen1entcd by an outstanding col-
lection of son1c 1 7 5 ,ooo photographs and 6 s ,ooo Ian tern slides. Though 
it has extensive files of older 1nuseun1 publications and art auction sales 
catalogues, Fogg is pritnarily a ,vorking collcctiol'1, and avoids un11eccs-
sary duplication of holdings in ·vvidencr, the Peabody l\1useum of 
Archaeology and Ethnology, the Architecture Library, and the Land-
scape Architecture and Regional Planning Library. 

'i\'idener has 1nore than 35,000 volu1ncs (exclusive of architecture) 
classified in fine arts and nearly 19,000 in archaeology; there is also a 
great deal of related tnaterial in the historical classifications and the 
nun1erous secs of learned society publications. Lists of nc,v publica-
tions are checked sysrcn1atically and acquisitions can he closely co-
ordinated because the Librarian of.Fogg does a major part of the selec-
tion for 'i\'idcncr as "'ell. The Departn1ent of Printing and Graphic 
Arts in the 1-Ioughton Library is the headquarters for an outstandi~ig 
collection in its field. 

A.ltogether, 1-Iarvard see1ns to have at least as good a general fine 
arts collection as can be found any,vhere else in the country, though 
the broken files of sonic periodicals are a ,vcakness. Scholars here can 
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also call upon resources of the Boston 1\1use~1m of l1inc Arts J.,ibrary, 
rhe Boston Athenaeun1, and the strong Fine Arts Division of the 
Boston Public Jjbrary. Because it includes the Dun1barton Oaks 
Research Librar)' in ':\'ashingron, the Harvard University [,ibrary is 
no,v unequaled for :Byzantine art. 

Under the Fannington Plan, I·Iarvard is responsible for covering 
general "'orks on fine arts, 1nuseun1s, folk arr, dra,ving and design, 
painting materials, restoration, and illun1ination. Fogg spends approxi-
n1ately $11800 per )'Car 011 books and serials; the funds available for 
purchases by ,:vidcner amount to 1norc than $4,500 annually. 

Arcbitect11re, L(ludscape Arcbitect11re, and l~egio11al Pla1111i11g. The 
Architecture J.,ibrar)', a good ,vorking collection ,vith n1ore than 15,000 

volu1nes, is supplen1entcd b)' approxin1atel)' 6,000 Yolun1es on the sub-
ject in "\Vidcncr; it includes extensive collections of n1anufacturers' 
catalogues and blue-prints of recent Aiucrican buildings. "''ith re-
lated rnatcrials in fine arts and in the collection to be considered in the 
next paragraph, Iiarvard's resources on architecture seem to equal 
those of any university librar)' in the country except Colun1bia. 

The second of the t,vo collections in Robinson Hall that are 1nain-
taincd bj• the Faculty of Design is the Landscape Architecture and 
Regional Planning Librar;•, ,vhich 110\V has more than 65,000 volu1nes 
and parnphlets. It is a research as ,vcll as a ,vorking library, has a 
catalogue ,vith entries for many periodical articles and ephe1neral 
iterns, and i~ outstanding in its fields. The additional 3,500 volu1nes on 
the subject that belong to "\X/idcncr are no,v housed in the Deposit 
Library. 

Bct\vccn $800 and .$, ,ooo per year is available to each of the t\VO 
libraries in Robinson Hall for purchases. Son1e additional rnoney is 
needed to 1naintai11 thc1n at their present level and to pro\·idc for 
cataloguing. Both of the chief librarians arc specialists ,vho, ,vith the 
help of faculty 111cn1bcrs, do an excellent job of book selection. 

l,anguages a11d Literatures. Harvard is strong in n1osc divisions of 
this large field. ~1ore than 40,000 volun1cs are classified as language or 
philology, and resources for the study of co1nparativc philolog·y are 
believed to be at least as good as any others in this countrr, ,vith 
\Veaknesses only in areas of relatively slight interest, such as Australian 
aboriginal languages. Co1nparative literature, a n1uch less clearlr de-
fined subject, is probably covered aln1ost equally ,\•ell. 

Classics. ~1ore than 48,000 volunles arc classified as classical litcra-
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ture in 1Videner; in addition, the n1odern Latin and tn.odern Greek 
classifications total 6,000 volu1nes. Funds for current acquisitions, 
a1nounting to 1nore than S 1 ,ooo per year, appear to he adequate; fac-
ulty 111e1nbcrs arc systcn1atically checking bibliographies of recent 
publications and endeavoring to fill in gaps that developed during the 
,var years. 

Ro11u111ic Literatures. vVidcncr's holdings total 1nore than 94,000 
volun1cs and pan1phlcts, including :1. 5 ,ooo for Italian, nearly 40,000 

for French, and 26,000 for Spanish and Portuguese. Special efforts 
have been n1ade by faculty 111c1nbers during recent )'ears to strengthen 
the Latin A1nerican collections, \vhich con1prisc nearly forty percent 
of the Spanish and Ponuguesc 1natcrial. Under the Farmington Plan, 
Harvard is responsible for llun1anian and Dahnatian languages and 
literatures, but practically nothing has been received because books 
published in the Balkans are not yet covered by the plan. 

Nearly $3,500 per year is available for Spanish and Italian litera-
ture; this provides for sonic purchases of old and rare books as ,vcH as 
for current publications, and seems to be reasonably adequate. There 
arc special collections on P..1ontaignc and l\·lolicrc, but current French 
1naterial has not been collected as syscc1natically as the other major 
Ron1anic literatures. 

Ger111anic Literatures. ,ivith 35,000 volun,es, the Gcrn,an literature 
collection is strong throughout and panicularly good for Lessing, 
Heine, von Hofmannsthal, romanticisn1, and dran1a of the past se,•cnty 
years. "''hile Harvard has less than Yale on the Raroque and Sturn1 
und Drang periods, Goethe, and Thon1as l\1ann, and ,vhile gaps remain-
ing fron1 the sixteenth through the eighteenth century ought to be filled 
in, Harvard's collection as a ,,·hole n,ay be as large as any in the count!)', 
and is probabl)• the most ,veil-rounded. Resources for the study of 
dialect literature are only n1oderately good, but the material on Lo,v 
German, for ,vhich Harvard is responsible 1,nder the Fannington Plan, 
is unsurpassed. 

In Dutch, Afrikaans, FJc1nish, and l•risian, ,vhich arc also among 
Harvard's Far111ington assign111ents, there arc n1ore than 4,300 vol-
un1es. Columbia's Dutch holdings arc believed to outnun1bcr Har-
vard's, hut the Afrikaans collection is the best in this country. In 
J,'risian there arc also good collecrions at Pennsylvania and the Ne"' 
York Public Library. 

Danish literature 1111d dialect 1naterials need to he built up, hut the 
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Scandinavian collection as a ,vholc is strong, \vich Icelandic publica-
tions and Strindberg particularly ,veil represented. Cornell, ho,vever, 
has an even.better Icelandic collection for the period before 1900, and 
1-Iarvard has 110,v decided not to con1pete \Yith it for t\\'cntieth-
century 1natcrial. Systen1atic atte1npts haYc recently been 1nade to 
acquire the 1norc important Nor\vcgian, S,vedish, and Danish publica-
tions of the past .fift)' years. 

For the Gern1anic literatures as a ,vhole, s01ne $5,000 per year is 
available, ,vhich is sufficient for current publications but docs not 
pcr1nit all the second-hand buying that ,,·ould be desirable. The 
Chairman of the German l>epartment has been very active in hook 
selection, and is largely responsible for the generally sati.~factory co11-
dition of these collections at present. 

English and A111erican. 1'here are n1ore than 101,000 volu1nes in 
,ividener's English literature classification, and an additional 52,000 in 
A1nerican. llcsources in both fields are excellent, and it is difficult to 
single out any ,veak spots. Drama is very ,,·ell represented. English 
literature is probably stronger for the earlier period than for the past 
century, though, \Vith the Poetry Roon1, \\·hich is no,v housed in 
La1nont, HarYard has an adn1irablc collection of 1nodern British and 
An1crican poetry. Books by second-rate A1nerican authors have been 
acquired extensively during recent years, chiefly by gift, in order to 
provide background n1aterial 011 changes in taste, influences, etc. · 

Approximately $3,500 per year is available for purchases in addition 
to the special funds of the Poetry Roon1 and Theatre Collection. The 
Curator of the Farns,vorth Room and the Poetry Room also serves as 
Subject Specialist in English Literature in the College Library, devoting 
a considerable part of his tin1e to book selection, ,,,ith excellent results. 
l"his is the onlj 7 field in ,vhich ,;'\7idcncr has an officially clcsignatcd 
subject specialist on the staff. 

Celtic. An outstanding collection of 6,300 volun1es has been built 
largely through the efforts of Professor Robinson. Current publica-
tions arc con1ing to Harvard under an exchange arrange1nent ,vith the 
National Library of Ireland as ,veil as under the Farinington Plan. 
1;'\1hile the <.:ollection is stronger in Irish than in the other Ce) tic Jitc1-a-
tures, \¥elsh and Breton are ,veil represented. 

Sin-vie. According to the Farn1ington Plan, Harvard js responsible 
for the Slavic languages and literatures other than Russian, hut the 
plan has not yet been extended to eastern Europe or to publications in 
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non-Larin alphabets, so little has been supplied thus far. The library 
has nearly 11,000 volu1nes in the Slavic literatures, and a nearly con1-
plete collection of ,vorks of standard Russian literature puhlishecl be-
fore 1914 ,viii be received in the near future h)r gift. The develop-
n1ent of the Russian Research Center ,vill be 1nentioned belo,v in the 
paragraph on European histOr)'· There arc no special funds for the 
purchase of Slavic n1aterials, and additional n1oney ,Yill be required if 
this collection is to be built up satisfactorily. At present it is so difficult 

· to acquire current publications fro111 Russia and the other nations 
behind the iron curtain that the librar}' must take ,,•hat it can get rather 
than select. 

Hebraica, Judaica, and Yiddisb. The approxin1ate sizes of these col-
lections arc 21,000, 2,500, and 5,600 volun1cs respectively. The first-
nan1cd is outstanding for older n1atcrial and is rclativcl}r ,,•ell sup-
ported, ,vith n1ore than $1,000 per )'Car available for purchases; it has 
recently been strengthened b3• acquisition of rhe Fricdn1an collection. 
ltesourccs in Yiddish have been built up largely through the interest of 
Dr A. A. Roback. 

Otber L«nguages and TJiteratures. Additional philological and lit-
erary responsibilities of I-Iarvard under the Farn1ington Plan include 
Jlyzantine literature, Albanian, Finnish, Ugrian, Hungarian, and Indo-
Iranian (,vhich takes in Sanskrit, n1odern Indian tongues, Persian, 
Armenian, and Cllueasian) languages and literatures, hyperborean 
and n1ixed languages, and English literature by South .'\frican authors. 
Harvard has very little at present in the Indian vernacular languages, 
and additional funds ,viii he needed if 1nodern literature from India 
and Pakistan is to be collected, but its Sanskrit collection is equaled in 
this countrr only by Yale's. \)Vidcner docs not collect publications 
in Chinese and Japanese; in these literatures the Library of the 
Harvard-Ycnching Institute (225,000 volu1ncs) is believed to have 
greater resources than any other in the United States except the 
Library of Congress. For Turkish there is only a 1ncdiocre collection 
in \7\1idencr. African and Oceanic holdings ,verc strengthened a fc\v 
years ago by the acquisition of a set of publications in native languages 
fron1 the American :Board of Commissioners for Foreign i\1issions. 
Book selection in these relatively nlinor fields is al,va)'S a problem, and, 
after material has been received, it is hard to find cataloguers ,vho can 
handle it satisfactorily. 

GeograjJby. Resources arc divided benveen \i'Videner and the In-
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stitnte of Geographic Exploration, ,vith nearly 13,500 volun1es in the 
former and 10,000 in the latter; these .figures do nor, of course, include 
thousands of maps in both libraries. Y\'idener's map collection is 
primarily historical; the Institute n1aintains a ,vorking library for geo-
graphers, and passes n1aps on to '''idener as they are superseded. The 
catalogue of the Institute's library analyzes a large nu1nber of periodi-
cal articles. General geography, atlases, cartography, and 1nathen1ati-
cal, astrono1nical, and physical geography co1ne to I·Iar\'ard under the 
Farn1ington Plan. Book selection in the .field has been neglected, and 
no special funds have been available. 

Ge11ernl History. Nearly 590,000 volu1ncs - 1nore than thirty per-
cent of the books in "\1/idcner - are included in the various l1istorical 
classifications. As in the case of literature, the collections are generally 
good, and they cannot be described at length here. A large part of the 
general history classification is given over to 111atcrials on the first and 
second \Vorid ,vars; resources for study of the fonncr arc particularly 
strong, but no effort is being 1nade to build a great coHcccion on the 
latter, as a number of American libraries arc specializing on it. There 
is no attempt to collect extensively in gencalog)r, and holdings arc not 
very good in such related .fields as heraldry. 

For history as a ,vholc, the library has not been able to cover current 
publications as comprehensively since 1910 as it did before that date. 
The great collections gathered by Professor Coolidge arc accordingly 
suffering year by year. \Vidcner is not no,v in a position to spend very 
1nuch on clin1inating gaps in the earlier n1atcrial, and cannot spcciali7,c 
intensively in any one field; if ne,v areas of interest such as eastern 
Europe or southeastern 1\sia are to be built up on a considerable scale, 
large additional funds ,viii be required. l'hc collections arc also jn 
need of n111ch inore attention h)' specialists. 

E1tropenn 1-listory. The 11ncient history collection of more chan 
10,500 volumes is supplen1ented by 900 volun1cs on Egyptology and 
near! )7 19,000 on archaeology. The Du1nharton Oaks Research IJi-
brary in "\Vashington has n1ore than 25,000 volumes and is devoted 
to Byzantine civilization. iVlediaeval and 1nodern European history 
account for approxin1atcly 300,000 volumes and pa1nphlcts in 
\:Videner, of ,vhich 49,000 deal \Vith Great Britain, nearly 69,000 ,vith 
France, 39,000 ,vith Germany, and 53,000 \\'ith Italy. High spots arc 
the English Civil \;,i;7ar and British local history, the French Revoh1-
tion, and the Italian Risorgimento. The Riant Otto111an collection is 
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outstanding. Resources for the study of eastern Europe are less satis-
factory, but compare ,vell ,vith those of other An1erican universities. 
Slavic history ,vas one of several :fields in ,Yhich Professor Coolidge 
,vas responsible for the acquisition of a good collection; the establish-
ment of the Russian Research Center has recently brought increased 
den1ands in this area. Syste111atic selection from current book produc-
tion is the greatest need in most fields of European history. 

Africa, Asia, 1111d Oceania. "\Videner's holdings exceed 41,000 vol-
u1ncs, ~ncluding particularly strong collections on lia,vaii and Sian1, 
to both of ,vhich special funds are devoted. Insufficient money is 
available for n1ost of the other countries. Eighteenth- and nine-
teenth-century Indian history is strong, but 1nore recent publications 
ar'e not so ,veil represented; as noted in the statcn1cnt on literature, 
I-Iarvard has not been buying in the vernacular languages. The 
Harvard-Y e11ching Institute includes a fine collection of Chinese and 
Japanese ,vorks on far eastern history for the earlier periods, but does 
not try to cover contctnporary history. 

A1nerica. llesourccs for I~atin A1nerican studies are generally good; 
\i\'idcncr has n1orc than 30,000 volumes on the histOt)7 of the nations 
in question in addition to good collections of their literatures and gen-
eral periodicals. The Canadian history section con1prises 1nore than 
11 ,ooo volumes, and has recently been strengthened. Approxi1nately 
138,000 volumes and pan1phlets in "\i\'idcncr are classified as history of 
the United States. This is not an outstanding collection throughout, 
but has been in1provcd for the early nvcntieth century by acquisition 
of the 1·heodorc llooscvclt .i\1cn1orial Library; other strong points arc 
colonial history, naval history, slavery, the Civil "\1Var, Lincoln, and 
i\1orn1onisn1. It should not be forgottci1 that the University Archives 
also contain a great a1nount of historical 111aterial. Book funds desig-
nated for United States history an1ount to only $1,500 per year . .i\1ore 
than $800 js available for J,atin A1nerica, and there is a relatively gen-
erous sun1 for Canada. 

Arcbaeofogy, Antbropofogy, and Etbnology. "\V:idcncr's holdings 
in archaeology have bee11 n1entioned in the paragraph on Etiropcan his-
tory; for classical archaeology the collection is good hut not outstand-
i11g. For American and for prehistoric archaeology generally, as ,veil 
as for anthropology and ethnology, the library of the Peabody 
i\1uscun1 is believed to be more nearly complete than an}r other in the 
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country. Ilooks in these fields arc being supplied currently under tl1e 
Farn1ington Plan. . 

Peabody docs not collect n1acerial on Indian ,vars, non-Americ.:an 
linguistics, or classical archaeology; its holdings, no,v approxin1ating 
55,000 vo)u1nes, arc particularly good for Central and South An1erica, 
An1crican languages, and old-,vorld prehistory. Because its catalogue 
lists periodical articles on the subjccrs covered, it is one to ,vhich 
scholars fron1 n1an)' other institutions turn for help. A good man}' of 
the acquisitions co1ne by exc.:hange; regularly available funds for pur-
chases amount to onlr a little n1orc than $ 500 per year, and ought co be 
increased. In the Dixon Fund, 1;,.Tidener has almost as 1nuch available . 
for purchases in closely related fields. Additional money is also 
needed to provide a staff large enough to keep up the library on its 
present scale. The Librarian and members of the l\iluseu1n staff handle 
book selection admirabl)'· 

Folklore. ,Vidcncr's collection, ,vhich no,v an1ounts to 1nore than 
29,000 volun1cs, ,,•as first built up by Professor Child and ,vas con-
tinued for 1nany years by Professor I(ittredge, but has not been main-
tained ClJUaliJ' ,vcH during the past thirty years. It is still one of the 
best in the country, ho,vevcr, and ought not to be neglected. Its. 
strongest areas are English and Scottish popular ballads, chapbooks, 
n1cdiaeval romances, alchemy, and ,vj~chcraft; the Ger1nan and Slavic 
sections are better than those covering other European nations. There 
are no book funds specifically assigned for acquisitions in folklore, 
and no one member of the faculty has taken responsibility for book 
selection in this field. 

(To be concluded) 

l{EYES D. i\1ETCALF 
Eo\YIN E. "\:\11r.LrA111s 
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