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Building “Wisdom and Stability”: Mary Lowell
Putnam’s Library and Women’s Book Culture in
the Nineteenth Century

Heléna Toth

ary Lowell Putnam shares the fate of many unduly forgotten daughters,  Heéna TOTi is a gradu-
sisters, and wives of famous men. Daughter to Charles Russell Lowell,  ate student in Modern
the well respected minister of Boston’s West Church, and sister to ok e
James Russell Lowell, the celebrated poet, she is mentioned only in passing in Flarvans: Uneresty.
books about her famous relatives, despite her own achievements in literature and
history-writing." Mary Lowell Putnam merits her own place among important
intellectuals of mid-nineteenth-century Boston. An influential writer whose arti-
cles gained currency both in the academic community and among a less special-
ized audience, a book collector whose impressive collection of books on nine-
teenth-century Hungarian history forms a significant part of Widener Library’s
collection on the subject today, a library user whose frequent visits are recorded
in the Boston Athenaeum’s record book under her husband’s name, Putnam saw
herself and was seen by contemporaries as a prominent member of the intellec-
tual community.

This paper introduces Mary Lowell Putnam to the reader not only to expand
the list of female intellectuals in mid-nineteenth-century Boston but also to
explore the cultural space women inhabited. The guiding question will be, how
did Putnam’s career relate to the Bostonian upper class’s broader efforts to make
Boston into a commercial and intellectual capital of the United States.
Merchants, such as John Amory Lowell, vice-president and then president
(1814—1815) of the Boston Athenacum, were praised by their contemporaries for
having brought “wisdom and stability” to Boston by investing their fortune and
their time into establishing and maintaining libraries and scholarly journals.* As
George Hillard told the Mercantile Library Association, culture and learning
“shield [one] from the narrowing and hardening influence of worldly pursuits™

I would like to thank to Protessor David Blackbourn and 1 For example, Fernis Greemslet, The Lowells and their
Professor Ann Blair for their help and encouragement Seven Worlds (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company,
I would also like to thank Andris Riedlmayer at the 1946), 239, 243. Dawid C, Heyman, Amencan
Fine Arts Library, Harvard College, for calling my Aristoeracy, the Lives and Times of James Rugsell, Amy and
attention to the Kufsteimi Album, which started my Robert Lowell (New York: Dodd, Mcead, 1980), 98, 145.
rescarch, and also for his wonderful suggestions, enthu- 2 Paul Goodman, “Ethics and Enterprise: The Values of
siasm, and patence. | am grateful o Diana a Boston Elite, 1800-1860," Amenican Quarterly 18:3
Kudayarova, Michael Cohen and Emuly Wilson for (Autumn 1966): 437.

their helpful comments.
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14 HARVARD LIBRARY BULLETIN

and “teach lessons of humility, patience and submission.” Women’s contribu-
tions to the “wisdom and stability” of the city, on the other hand, were expected
to take place in the context of philanthropy and teaching, not in the world of
scholarship. Both contemporaries and later historians used the concept of sepa-
rate¢ spheres—the notion that women and men inhabited distinct yet comple-
mentary social, cultural, and physical spaces

to justify and to explain women’s
relative absence from intellectual life.*

Mary Lowell Putnam’s experience, however, reveals the permeability of sep-
arate spheres. It does so in three respects. First, her articles and the public debate
they initiated show that female intellectuals could exercise significant power
toward shaping public opinion. At least for Putnam, scholarly work and public
service were inseparable: just as George Hillard wanted culture to balance out the
corrupting influence of the pursuit of money, so did Putnam believe that her
articles could make a difference in directing money to the right charities. Second,
Putnam’s book collection, upon which she based her articles, provides insight
into the themes of book use and collecting as a shared enterprise, which included
both friends and relatives. Putnam’s friendship network through which she
acquired her books reveals an integrated intellectual environment. Finally,
expanding the perspective of inquiry from Putnam’s private collection to her
habits as a library user, one can explore the practice of sharing access to books
and to knowledge in a more well-documented and concrete setting. All these
micro-studies challenge the notion of separate spheres not only because they
show that women and men inhabited the same intellectual environment, but
more importantly, because they suggest that sharing intellectual resources was a
significant characteristic of intellectual life in mid-nineteenth-century Boston.

Putnam, the Scholar

To the regular readers of the North American Review, one of the leading scholarly
journals sponsored by the Bostonian upper class, the name Mary Lowell Putnam
sounded familiar in the 1850s.* Her articles on Hungarian and Polish literature,
which included impressive translations of plays and poems from both languages,
were particularly well received. Besides scholarly articles, Putnam also wrote sev-
eral plays (about slavery) and she translated the celebrated Swedish playwright
Frederika Bremer’s play, the Bondmaid, into English. No doubt as a recognition
of her achievements as an intellectual, Putnam was one of only two women
whom the “Town and Country Club” ever considered accepting as a member.
This short-lived literary club in Boston included among its members the most
distinguished thinkers and writers of the time, such as James Russell Lowell and
Ralph Waldo Emerson. Putnam was considered as a possible member, but she
was not accepted in the end.”

Putnam’s scholarship drew significant public attention in 1851, in the so-called

3 George Hillard, The Dangers and Duties of the Mercantile 5 Fredenck Cople Jaher, “The Politics of the Boston

Profession: and Address Delivered Befpre the Mercaniile Brahmins, 18c0-1860," in Boston 1700-1980, The
Library Association at its Thirtieth Anniversary, November Evolution of Urban Politics, ed. Ronald P. Formisano,
13, 1850 (Boston: Ticknor and Fields, 1850), 20, 22. Constance K. Bumns, (Westport: Greenwood Press,
4 For an excellent overview of the usages of the term 1984). 63.
scparate  spheres, see Linda K. Kerber, “Scparate 6 Thomas Wenthworth Higginson, Clheerfill Yesterdays
Spheres, Female Worlds, Woman's Place: The (Boston and New York: Houghton Mifflin Company,
Rhetoric of Women's History,” The Joumal of American 19000), 172=176, “The admision of women was a
History 73:1 (Junc 1988): 9-39, vexed question right from the outset...l [Higginson)
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Mary Lowell Putnam and Women’s Book Culture 35

“Hungarian Controversy,” an exchange of articles between her and Francis
Bowen, a lecturer in history at Harvard College.” The Hungarian revolution
broke out on March 15, 1848, following the revolutions in Paris and Vienna the
same year, and it captivated the American audience, who followed the unfold-
ing events in the newspapers. The revolutionaries, led by Lajos Kossuth, a coun-
try lawyer of noble descent, found the political framework of the Habsburg
Monarchy too restricting and believed that Habsburg control was the main
obstacle to the social and political reform of Hungary. The fighting ended with
the surrender of the outnumbered Hungarian forces to the combined Austrian-
Russian army in the autumn of 1849. The Austrian retribution against the rebels,
both during and after the uprising, made heroes and martyrs of the revolution-
ary leaders both at home and abroad, including in the United States. Thus, when
Lajos Kossuth took refuge in the Ottoman Empire and started to organize a new
revolution to bring about Hungarian independence, the American public, who
had been following events with close attention, pressured President Zachary
Taylor to formally invite him and his entourage to the United States.” This
“Hungaromania” provided the context for the exchange of articles between
Putnam and Francis Bowen.

The “Hungarian Controversy” revolved around the true nature of the
Hungarian revolution. Bowen argued in “The War of Races in Hungary,” pub-
lished in the North American Review in January 1850, that the revolution was an
attempt of Hungarians to ensure their supremacy over other nationalities that
lived in the Kingdom of Hungary.” Bowen argued that what the Hungarian
nobility considered oppression by the Austrian government and rebelled against
was in fact the Austrian policy of inhibiting Hungarian dictatorship over the var-
1ous nationalities living on Hunganan territory. This argument was not unique
at the time; in fact, Orestes Brownson, the editor of the Quarterly Review, clab-
orated a similar theory about the Hungarian revolution both in his journal and
in his lectures in New York.'” Generations of historians have since criticized the
leaders of the Hungarian revolution along similar lines for their rigid treatment
of non-Hungarian nationalities both when setting the goals of the Hungarian
revolution (independence for the Hungarian Kingdom but no autonomy for
non-Hungarian nationalities within the Kingdom) and during the revolution
itself.” However, for the majority of the American public in 1850, and certainly
for Putnam, this was a sacrilegious argument. It tarnished what they believed to
be the true meaning of the Hungarian revolution: an attempt by an oppressed
people to free itself from the yoke of a monarchy.

Putnam’s article in defense of the Hungarian revolution, published in the

had, in order to test the matter, placed the names of

(Buffalo, N.Y.: East European Institute, 1973), 42.

Elisabeth Peabody and Mary Lowell Putnam 9 Francis Bowen, “The War of Races,” The Nornth
Lowell’s sister, and also well known as a wnter—on Amencan Review 71 (January: 1850): 82, Ako, Francis
the nomination book. Emerson himself, with one of Bowen, “The Rebellion of the Slavonic, Wallachian
those serence and lofty coups d'etat of which only the and German Hunganans against the Magyars,” The
saints are capable, took a pen and erased these names, North Amencan Review 73 (January: 1851),

although the question had not yet come up for deci- 10 Dénes Jinossy, A Kossuth Emigracié  Anglidban  és
sion, but was sull pending when the erasure was Amenkdban, 1851-1852 (The Kossuth Emigration in
made.” England and Amenca), (Budapest: Magyar Toreénelm
The term “Hunganan Controversy” comes from the Firsulat, 1940), 154, 167-168.

tutle of Robert Carter’s pamphlet on the debate. 11 For example, Peter N. Stearns, 1848: The Revolutionary

Robert Carter, The Hunganian Comtroversy, an Exposun
of the Falsifications and Perversions of the Slanderers of
Hungary (Boston: Redding & Company, 1852)

John Komlos, Lows Kossuth in Amenca, 1851-1852

I'ide in Europe (New York: Norton & Company Inc.,
1974), 106-108; Guldescu v. Juldanic, *“The Kossuth
Iradittion and Hungary's Delusion of Grandeur.”
South Atlantic Quarterly, XLVII (1948): 469
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Christian Examiner, illustrates that for Putnam the Hungarian question, far from
being a purely scholarly matter, was a very practical one.”* Putnam criticized
Bowen’s article mainly for two reasons: first, it presented the Hungarian revolu-
tion in a negative light, and second, Bowen’s criticism was built on extensive pla-
giarism from European journals. Both of these were practical considerations.
Presenting the Hungarians in a negative light had a serious bearing on the treat-
ment of Hungarian émigrés arriving in the United States and of Kossuth in par-
ticular. In Putnam’s words,

That portion of the community who are perhaps the most generous and the
most sympathizing,

those engaged in the active business of life,—are pre-
cisely those who have the least leisure to bestow upon the investigation of his-
torical questions, and who are the most apt to rest their faith upon what they
might consider constituted authorities."?

In other words, those men who had the most power to contribute to charities
were the most likely to be deceived by Bowen’s negative interpretation of the
Hungarian revolution appearing in a well-respected scholarly journal; they might
in turn seriously influence how émigrés were received in Boston. According to
Putnam, Bowen’s unfavorable judgment of the Hungarians,

coming with the authority of one of our oldest and most respected periodi-
cals, produced a wide and deep effect. Its influence was probably greater upon
those who had merely heard by report that the North American had declared
the Magyar cause undeserving of sympathy, than upon those who read the

B

article in question.’

After establishing the opinion-forming power of the journal, Putnam argued
that it was precisely this reason why the quality of scholarship must be preserved.
Bowen’s article that plagiarized and misused its sources tarnished the intellectual
reputation of the Bostonian upper class, since it was allowed to appear in the
North American Review.

The article was read with surprise and regret not only by those who sympa-
thized with the injured Hungarians, but by many who felt the literary repu-
tation of New England to be in some degree compromised by the appearance
of an article of this nature in one of its leading papers.'*

Putnam thus was aware that this discussion might have an impact that reached
wider than the academy. She was right. As Dorothea Dix wrote to President
Millard Fillmore, “two very able articles on Hungary by Mrs. Mary Lowell
Putnam in late issues of the North American Review...place Bowen in a not
very distinguished position as a correct historian.”*

Putnam’s reply to Bowen initiated a debate in which Charles Russell Lowell
and Robert Carter, well known journalist at the time, also participated. The
North American Review, the Christian Examiner, and the Boston Atlas became bat-

tlefields, on which Bowen finally surrendered. Pointing to the folly of the debate,

12 Mary Lowell Putnam, "The North Amencan Review 14 Ibid., 418
on ”Ung.ar\'.” The Chnstian Examiner and Religrous 13 Ibad., 421-422.
Miscellany (November: 1850); "The North American 16 Letter from Dorothea Dix to Millard Fillmore, March
Review on Hungary.” The Chnstian Examiner and 23, 1851 in The Lady and the President: The Letters of
Religious Miscellany (March, 1851) Dorothea Dix and Millard Fillmore, ed. by Charles M.
13 Putnam, “The North American Review on Snyder, (I exington, KY: University Pres of
Hungary,” The Chrstian Examiner and Religious Kentucky, 1975), 107.

Miscellany (November: 1850): 422
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which he believed to be entirely the result of the ‘Hungaromania® of the early
1850s, he pleaded for mercy in an article published in the Boston Atlas the morn-

ing the Overseers of Harvard were to vote on Bowen’s tenure:

Gentlemen!"” Friends of the Magyars, and believers in their republicanism!
Enlightened supporters of the unlimited freedom of the whole human race! |
admit the patriotism of your intentions; | see as plainly as you do the single-
ness of your motives; I respect your energy and activity, for I have been made
to feel them. When the time comes for waging a grand war against all despotic
powers of Europe, I have no doubt you will all be found in the front rank,
bravely contending for liberty or death. But will you be kind enough to
reserve a portion of your courage and ardor for this great emergency and not
expand them all in crushing a poor bookworm.**

The “poor bookworm™ was crushed in the end. Bowen was dismissed from

Harvard College on the grounds of being morally unfit to teach history.” Two

years later, when Harvard decided to award him a professorship in moral philos-

ophy, opposition mounted again. Senator Henry Wilson was outraged:

Although Senator Wilson’s opposition did not influence the further career of

Francis Bowen placed the North American Review on the side of the oppressor,
and falsified and garbled even the oppressor’s historical authorities, in order to
blast the names of the champions of freedom... And, Sir, this man, this libeller
of European republicanism, this narrow, bigoted advocate of conservatism
that shrinks from all change, is the man selected by the corporators of Harvard
College to teach the young men of that university history and moral philosophy!*

Francis Bowen, who remained an honored and respected member of the Harvard

faculty for the next thirty-six years, Wilson’s speech nevertheless shows that the

“Hungarian Controversy” made a long-lasting impression on New England.”

19

Bowen was probably addressing James Russell Lowell
and Robert Carter, who also wrote article on the sub-
ject. These articles were, however, all based on
Putnam'’s research, For a collection of these articles see
Carter, The Hunganian Controversy.

Boston Atlas, 6 February 1851.

John Longdon Sibley, the lhibranman of Harvard
College, was convinced that Francis Bowen lost his
position as a result of his articles on Hungary. “Prof
Bowen's appointment to the chair of history in
Harvard Unmiversity was non-concurred recently by he
Board of Overseers, His articles on the Hunganan
question in the North Amencan Review have principally
led to this result.” Sibley's Private Journal, Harvard
University Archives, 1791.72,10, 268, Similar argu-
ment in Ronald Story, The Forging of an Anistocracy,
Harvard and the Boston Upper Class 1800-1870
(Middletown, Connecticut: Wesleyan University
Press, 1980), 141, Samuel Eliot Morison argues on the
contrary that although the public was under the
impression that Bowen was dismissed as a resule of the
“Hungarian Controversy,” the real reason for his dis-
missal was Boston city politics. When the Whigs lost
their political power to the coalition party of the Free-
Soilers and the Democrats in Boston 1 1850, Harvard
College came under fire for its mild-neutral position in

the slavery issue. Bowen wrote an article defending

Dantel Webster and the Compromise of 1850, includ-
ing the fuginve slave law, and Morison argues that
Harvard used Bowen as a scapegoat on the basis of that
article to protect itself from more severe criticism from
the new political elite in Boston. Yet, even if behind
the scenes the main reason for Bowen's dismissal was
not the “Hunganan Controversy,” it was certainly a
debate that stired up enough resentment against
Bowen to make it believable that he was dismissed for
wnting negatively about the Hunganan revolution
Samuel Eliot Monison, Three Centienies of Harvard, 12th
editon (Cambndge, MA: Belknap Press of Harvard
University Press, 1904), 200-293.

F'homas Russell and Elias Nason, The Life and Public
Services of Henry Wilson (Boston: B.B, Russel, 1872),
108-114.

In fact, the fame of the “Hunganan Controversy”
transcended the boundanes of the Bostonian or even
the New England intellectual community and reached
as far as the Austnan Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Lajos Kossuth. Johann Hillsemann, the Austrian

chargé-d'affairs in Washington, reported with great

delight about Bowen's article to the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs in Vienna. The Austrian government
had been particularly apprehensive of Kossuth's visit to
the United States, because of the possibility that he

would receive arms and diplomatic assistance from
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Putnam, the Book Collector

Surveying public libraries in America in 1851 Charles Coffin Jewett, Librarian of
the Smithsonian Institute, drew the interest of his readers also to private collec-
tions: “Collections of books for private libraries are also of great public inter-
est.... These collections generally become, sooner or later, parts of public collec-
tions: such is commonly the wish of the scholars who form them.”** Although
we do not know if Putnam ever wanted to bequeath her private collection to an
institution, her collection became of public interest already in the “Hungarian
Controversy.” Thanks to her granddaughter, Mary B. Lowell, who donated her
grandmother’s books to Harvard College in 1915, we know that Putnam’s arti-
cles reflected an impressive book collection at work. According to the librarian’s
report of Harvard College in 1914-15 the collection consisted of “over 6000 vol-
umes and 1700 pamphlets.... The library was a scholarly one, containing books
in some twenty different languages, many in Hungarian and Polish, and includ-
ing many books and pamphlets relating to the African slave trade.”* The indi-
vidual volumes of the collection are difficult to trace since there seems to have
been no list made of it at the time.* Since I am most familiar with Putnam’s
Hungarian books, I will limit my discussion to those volumes.*

The scope and extent of Putnam’s collection of Hungarian books was greatly
exiles
from the revolution of 1848—both in Boston and in Paris. Putnam learned

influenced by her connection to the Hungarian émigré communities

Hungarian from a half-Polish, half~-Hungarian émigré, Kiroly Krajtsir (or Charles
Kraitsir), who made a living from teaching Hungarian and Latin to elite families
in Boston in the late 1840s. Krajtsir came to the United States in the carly 1830s
in the aftermath of the Polish revolution and he became an enthusiastic supporter
of the Hungarian cause after 1848. He also gave lectures on Hungarian history in
Boston.** Although the friendship soured between Krajtsir and Putnam because
she did not credit him in her article, his help was nevertheless vital in providing

Amenca to start a new revolunon. Every negative University, 1915), 142.
comment in the Amencan press about the Hunganan 24 The transfer of the collection seemed to have taken
revolution or Kossuth was therefore most welcomed place in a rather informal manner. Mary B. Lowell to
in Vienna. Kossuth, on the other hand, was deeply Lawrence Abbott Lowell, May 7, [n.d. 19167], UA I,
touched by the protection that Mary Lowell voluntar- $0.8.11.1 1910=1922 Box, Lichtenstein, 1912, Harvard
ily provided to the Hunganan revolution. He openly University Archives (HUA). May B. Lowell to
expressed his grautude to the Lowell fanuly dunng his Willham C. Lane, [n.d. 1918?] US 12543.1A (HUA)
stay in Boston, when he paid a visit to Reverend 25 | relied on the handwnen shelflists of Harvard
Charles Russell Lowell, Mary’s father. Kossuth could College Library, which contain information on the
not meet Mary personally, because at the ttime Mary provenance of the books, to identify the volumes. |
was in Pans with her husband. Hilseman's report on looked through the call numbers AUS and HunlL and
August 22, 1850, Berichte 1849-1854, USA Ges Ar. I was able to idenufy 150 volumes of Hunganan or
Washington, Politisches Archiv, XXXIII, Haus-, Hof- Hungary-related matenal. Each book carries a book-
und Staatsarchiv (HHStA), Vienna, The following dis- plate with the name of Georgina Lowell Putnam,
patches include copies of Bowen’s articles as well as Mary B, Lowell's mother. The reason for this is that
copies of articles by Orestes Brownson: February 10, Mary B. Lowell was probably carryving out her
1851; Apnl 6, 1851; Apnl 19, 1851; February 21, 1852, mother’s will by endowing Putnam’s collection to
ibid. Harvard College. The library records clearly idenufy
22 Charles Coffin Jewett, Notices of Public Libranies in the Mary Lowell Putmam as the source of the collection.
Unrited States of America (Washingron, D.C., 1851), 1. 26 Although Krajtsir may have been a good language
23 Reports of the President and the Treasurer of Hanvard teacher, he was probably not an interestung lecturer.
College, Office of the Reyistrar of Hanvard University, vol. The Boston Evening Gazette complained that “much of
X1, 1915, no. 1, part 7 (Cambndge, MA: Harvard [his lecture] was dull and uninteresting, and from the
University, 1913), 175. The collection 18 mentioned high reputation of the Doktor [sic], we expected
also in Alfred Claghormn Potter, The Library of Harvard something more than is found in inferor lectures.”
University, Descriptive and  Historical Notes, Special The Boston Eveming Gazette, 11 August 1849, 1.

Publications V, jrd edition (Cambndge, MA: Harvard
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her with the language skills that enabled her to build a collection of Hungarian
books and also that gave her the confidence to challenge Francis Bowen.*

While the “Hungaromania™ faded in the United States fairly soon after
Kossuth’s visit, Putnam’s interest in Hungarian culture and books did not
decline. During the years she spent in Paris with her husband (1851-1855) she
developed close ties to the Hungarian émigré community, who in turn provided
her with books.*® One can follow the friendship between Putnam and the émi-
grés, especially the de Gerando family, in a variety of sources: in a short story
about Putnam in a book for children published by Emma de Gerando, in an arti-
cle on Auguste de Gerando’s poetry in the Christian Examiner written by Putnam,
and also in several volumes of Putnam’s collection, which came from the de
Gerandos.

In Antonina és Attila Konyve (The Book of Antonina and Attila), Emma de
Gerando, a prominent member of the Hungarian émigré community in Paris,
wrote a series of short stories presenting different countries of the world. The
protagonists of the stories were children, who introduced the geography and his-
tory of their country, and who also served, through their good conduct, as moral
examples for Emma de Gerando’s target audience, Hungarian children. The
United States was presented through the story of “Mary,” who lived in Boston,
who spent most of her time among her books, and who was fascinated by lan-
guages. When she grew up she became a supporter of the Hungarian revolution
and “she rebutted the charges of our enemies in many nicely written articles. . . .
This blessed woman . . . who fulfills her high womanly calling now as loving
mother, sister and daughter . . . proves her sympathy toward us even now, dur-
ing her stay in Paris.”™

Putnam’s article on Auguste De Gerando’s poetry in the Christian Examiner
also shows that she must have spent a long time with the family.’® The impres-
sive array of primary sources, especially personal letters, on which Putnam built
her characterization of the poet make this article one of the most cherished
sources of Hungarian historians of literature, who write about the De Gerandos.

The close friendship between Putnam and the De Gerandos made a mark on
Putnam’s book collection. One of the most beautiful volumes in the collection,
the Kufsteini Album (Album of Kufstein), was certainly a gift of Emma de
Gerando.* The Album seems a little out of place among the reference and his-
tory books on Hungary (in French, German, and English) in both its size and
value. The custom-made green leather case contains salt-prints, replicas of the
drawings of Emma de Gerando’s sister, Blanka Teleki. Yet, the Album fits the
larger organizing theme of the collection well: if the history books described the

27 Refernng to the “Hunganan Controversy”™ Kajtsir's 20 Emma de Gerando, “The sympathy toward
obituary writes the following: “Under the guidance, Hunganans: Mary,” Antonina é Awila Masodik Konywe

and assisted by the histoncal and hinguistic knowledge (The Second Book of Antonina and Atwla) (Paris:

of Krajisir, a2 lady of Boston (Mrs, Putnam) Jouaust D, Betihivel, 18354), 113

tnumphantly refuted the blunders and insinuations 30 Putnam, “Auguste de Gerando,” The Clhristian

contained in the article lof Francis Bowenl, and Examiner and Religious Miscellany $8 (January: 18553).
A | g 1 )

thereby surrounded her name wiath a halo of humanity
and learming, But Kajtsir experienced only ingratitude
from those,..of whose literary fame he had lad the
foundations.” Kiroly Kratsir [An obitwary] (n.p.,

1867), vii=vin

28 The Poems of Mana Lowell swith Unpublished Letters and a

Biography. ¢d. by Hope lillson Vernon. Introduction
KNty Pe
by S. Foster Damon. Brown Umiversity Studies v, 1

(Hope Jillson Vernon, 1936, Providence), 151, 154.

On the importance of this source for the history of lit-
crature see, Péter Rubin, Franda Baratunk Awuguste de
Gerando, 1819-1840 (Our French Friend, Auwguste de
Gerando, 1819-1849) (Budapest: Akadémmar  Kiado,
1982), s2; Fanm Borbiré, “A Magyar-Francia
Kapesolatok Elfeledete Hase, Teleki Emma Flete és

Miiver,” Sic Itur ad Astra, 3 (2000); 49=350,

2 Kufsreini Album - MDCCCLHI-LVI, Call number:

Fine Arts FA 6311.0F,
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Although apparently no comprehensive
list was ever made of Mary Lowell
Putnam’s book collection, each volume
received a bookplate bearing the name
of Putnam’s daughter when the collec-
tion was transferred to Hanvard
College Library. (Courtesy of
President and Fellows of Hannard
College)

events of the Hungarian revolution, the drawings of Blanka Teleki, a famous
revolutionary, were part of that history. Teleki drew these pictures during her
prison sentence in the fortress of Kufstein, drawing themes from her life in cap-
tivity. So, although the pictures did not depict battle scenes, they told the story
of the aftermath of the revolution through their provenance and their subject.
The Album and the four volumes of The Book of Antonina and Attila suggest
that the friendship between the De Gerandos and the Putnams was a long-last-
ing one. The Album does not carry a publication date, only the dates of Teleki’s
captivity, 1853-1856, so probably it was assembled no earlier than 1856. De
Gerando sent Putnam the fifth volume of The Book of Antonina and Attila (1866)
with a handwritten dedication on the recto of the cover: “to my dearest friend
Lowell-Putnam, E. De Gerando.”* The fourth volume of The Book of Antonina
and Attila (1887) in Putnam’s collection does not carry a handwritten dedication
but it is probably safe to assume that it came from de Gerando too.** There is no
direct evidence that Putnam acquired other books from the De Gerandos, but it

33 De Gerando, Antonina é Auila Otdik Ksnyve (The
Fifth Book of Antonina and Auwila) (Paris: Jouaust D.
Betilivel, 1866), Widener call number: Aus 80025.1,
listed as volume 4. Most volumes in the collection
were rebound but this particular volume seems to have

interesting question whether this was a gesture by de
Gerando.

34 De Gerando, Antonina és Antila Negyedik Kdnyve (The
Fourth Book of Antonina and Attila) (Paris: Jouaust D.
Bettivel, 1888 on cover, 1887 on titlepage). Widener

the original binding. The name “Mary Lowell call number: Aus 80024.1, listed as volume 3.

Putnam” is printed in gold letters on the spine. It is an

Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. New Series Volume 14, Number 3 (Fall 2003),



Mary Lowell Putnam and Women’s Book Culture 41

The fortress prison of Kufstein
Srom the Album of Kufstein. The
initials TB in the lower nght
hand comer refer to Blanka
Teleki, the author of the drawing,
who was imprisoned in the fortress
1853-56. The album of Teleki’s
drawings is one of the most beau-
tiful wolumes in Putnam's collec-
tion, (Courtesy of President and
Fellows of Hannard College)

is plausible that her friends in Paris kept her updated on new volumes concern-
ing Hungary.

In the short story “Mary,” de Gerando cites Putnam’s cousin as one of her
sources, which suggests that besides Mary Lowell Putnam other members of the
Lowell family also might have had connections to Hungarian émigrés.’ The
cousin in question was most probably Anna C. Lowell, to whom Emma de
Gerando dedicated the first and the second volumes of The Book of Antonina and
Attila in a handwritten note on the first page.’® Anna C. Lowell was interested in
education herself, and so the volumes, which Emma de Gerando considered a
textbook series for her children, were probably intended as symbolic gifts. And
symbolic they must have been, since there is no evidence that Anna C. Lowell
actually read Hungarian. The volumes eventually became part of Putnam’s col-

lection.

35 De Gerando, Antonina és Autila Masodik Kdnyve (The lenté[seképp.]” ("Emma de Gerando dedicates this
Second Book of Antonina and Atwila), 104. book to Madame Anna Lowell as a token of sympathy

36 De¢ Gerando, Antonina és Attila Kdnyve (The Book of and respect.”). In Amtonina és Awila Masodik Kdnyve
Antonina and Atula) (Pans: Jouaust D. Bettlivel, 1851). (The Second Book of Antonina and Awila), the dedi-
Widener call number: Aus 80025.1. The dedication on canon reads: “A Madame Anna Lowell, souvenir de
the title page reads, "De Gerando Emma ajinlja Lowell sympathie, Emma De Gerando.”

Anna asszonysignak rokomszenve ¢s usztelete kije-
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“T. Bl és L. K1, a kufsteim torony-
ban. " (“Bllanka] Tleleki] and
Klfira] L{svey] in the tower of

Kufstein") (Courtesy of President and
Fellows of Hanvard College)

The handwritten dedications to Anna C. Lowell raise an intriguing question
nevertheless: can we think of Putnam’s book collection as the result of a shared
enterprise??” Perhaps we should look at it as the result of friends and members of
the family collecting for and with her. A further piece of evidence that points in
this direction 1s de Gerando's letter, included in the Album, in which she trans-
lated the captions of her sister’s drawings into French. If the Album had been
intended for Putnam only, there would have been no need to include such an
explanation. Unfortunately the provenance of the books is almost impossible to
trace save for those few volumes that include dedications. The idea of sharing
intellectual resources, however, takes on another, more identifiable shape if we
relate it to library use.

Putnam, the Library User: Connecting Public and Private Libraries

Mary Lowell Putham owned a presumably ever-expanding collection of
Hungarian books that was comparable to the collection accessible to Francis
Bowen, a lecturer in history at Harvard researching Hungarian history. In fact,
most of Bowen’s sources, general studies of Hungarian history published in

37 Anna C. Lowell cultivated a close friendship with Letter from Anna C. Lowell to Theresa Pubszky,
another distinguished member of the Hunganan émi- Cambndge, August 29, n.d. [18537], Fond VIII, 1452,
gré community, Theresa Pulszky. When Theresa Onszigos Széchenyt Kdnyvtir (Széchenyir National
Pukszky published a book on her expenence in the Library), Budapest. Francis and Theresa Pukzky,
United States, Lowell wrote three letters descnbing Whirte, Red, Black, Sketches of Amencan Sodety in the
New England to be included anonymously in the Unmited States During the Visit of their Guests (New York:
appendix as “Letters from a New England Lady.” Redficld, 1853).
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Emma de Gerando's handumitten
dedication on the first page of her
work, The Book of Antonina and
{tla, “De Gerando Enmma
ajanlja Lowell Anna asszonysig-
nak rokonszenve és tisztelete
kijelenté[seképp.]” (“Emma de
Gerando dedicates this book to

Madame Anna Louvll as a token

of sympathy and respect.”) The
text of the dedication was trnn-
cated—half of the last word is

missing—etten the volume uns

rebownd ar Hanvard

ANTONINA ES ATILLA

KONYVE.

French and German, were in Putnam’s private collection. Those that were miss-
ing, we find checked out from the Boston Athenacum with Samuel Raymond
Putnam’s, Mary’s husband’s, library privileges. This is an important point to
dwell on, since this i1s one of the rare instances when one can see beyond the sta-
tistics of library use, which suggest that women had less access to books than
men. It is the concept of sharing intellectual resources that will guide the discus-
sion on Mary Lowell Putnam’s habits as a library user.

Looking at the borrowing records of the Boston Athenaeum, one finds more
and more explicit evidence of women using the library over the course of the
19" century.’”* By the mid-1830s one finds some women sharcholders, as active
library users as men, and their number steadily increased through the 1850s.
Putnam’s example makes one aware, however, that women may have been
actual library users even if they did not own their own shares well before. Also,
it suggests that the number of female sharcholders may be deceiving as an indi-
cator of library use, since women could use their husbands® privileges.

Looking at the list of books checked out under Samuel Raymond Putnam’s
name, one cannot help wondering if the husband used the library at all. In the
year 1850, for example, the items include: a number of volumes of the Revue des
Deux Mondes (one of Bowen’s main sources), Revolutions d’Hongrie, Allgemeine

38 It 1s also important to note that women could be i Exhibition ar the Boston Athenaciom. Commaemorating
founders of libranies. One finds six women among the the 200th anmiversary of the Founding of the Boston Library
founders of the Boston Library Society, for example Saaiety, Febrnary 13-Apnl 1, 19058

“The Boston Library Society™ Cataloguiee on the Occasion of
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Zeitung (January-September 1847, October-December 1848, June 1850), The
London Evening Mail (1849), The London Examiner, and Wilkinson’s Dalmatia.*
Besides the journals, newspapers, and the book on Hungarian history, the books
borrowed were novels possibly read by Putnam’s sons: in January 1850 three
James Fenimore Cooper novels were checked out of the library, a new one every
two days.* In light of this we might wonder if at least in the case of the Putnam
family we should not consider the holding of a library privilege as a shared fam-
ily enterprise.

The practice of sharing a library privilege extended beyond family boundaries.
We can quote the example of James Bowdoin III, a famous book collector, who
was often reported to have books charged under his name and delivered to his
friends, even though he himself did not use the public library.*' We can follow
the pattern of sharing library access more systematically from the 1860s, when the
Athenaeum introduced a new column in the record book, possibly to note if the
person who picked up the book was different from the sharecholder. From these
records we can see that sharing privileges was quite common. In the year 1860,
for example, Charles Russell Lowell’s library privileges were used by eight dif-
ferent people.* It has to be added that by this time women could have their own
accounts—in fact Putnam, who was a widow by this time, had one of her own—
but the sharing of library privileges had probably a long tradition.

All this is not to suggest that the fact that women were not allowed to be
shareholders in a library until the 1830s was in any way inconsequential. Surely,
it carried enormous symbolic weight that Lydia Maria Child was offered a free
ticket of admission to the Boston Athenacum in 1833. Just as it carried similar
symbolic significance that her user’s privileges were revoked after she published
her Appeal on Behalf of that Class of Americans called Africans. To quote the trustees,
they revoked her privileges in order not to create an “inconvenient precedent.”

In fact, holding back library privileges from women was often seen as a way
to control their reading. Whether it was an effective way of control is another
question. The case of Emily (Chubbuck) Judson from New York can be enlight-
ening in this respect. As she wrote in her diary in 1831,

Walker [a cousin?| purchased a share in a town library and gave me the priv-
ilege of drawing one book a week. The first thing I drew...was Paine’s Age of
Reason. This I pored over carefully, then took some notes, and returned the
book without any of the family’s knowing that it had been in my possession.
Father however discovered my notes and I remember that he looked pale, and

390 "Circulation Records of the Boston Athenacum, 42 “"Ciradation Records of the Boston Athenaeum, 1860,"
1850," 183, s25. Unfortunately the records do not 377-378. One of the best examples is the account of
indicate full informaton on authors, Wilkinson's Wilham F. Poole, which was used by at least twelve

Dalmatia probably referred to John Gardener people in 1865,  “Cinulation Records of the Boston

40

41

Wilkinson, Dalmatia and Montenegro: with a _Joumey to
Mostar in Herzegovina, and Remarks on the Slavonic
Nations; the History of Dalmatia and Ragusa; the Uscocs;
&.; &, (London: |. Murray, 1848).

The Last of the Mohicans was checked out on 12 January
1850, then returned two days later. The Prainie was
checked out on 14 January and returned two days later.
Homeward Bound was checked out on 17 January and
was returned on 4 February, “Ciradation Records of the
Boston Athenaeum, 1850," 183.

Catalogue on the Occasion of an Exhibition at the Boston
Athenacum Commemorating the zooth Anmiversary of the

Founding of the Boston Library Society, 47

Athenaeum, 1865, 595 The names do not suggest any
obvious family relationship: Poole, Gill, Fletcher,
Stevens, Wilder, Brown, Goffin, Jefferson, Robinson,
E. Bean, M.A. Bean, Stowe, In 1870 seven users were
recorded on the same account. “Ciraelation Records of
the Boston Athenaeum, 1870,” 83s5. Poole’s account
might not be representative, however, because it is
possible that the account activity was connected to his

cataloguing project.

3 Letters of Lydia Mana Child, introduction by John G.

Whittier and an appendix by Wendell Phillips (New
York: AMS Press, 1971), 194=195, 264.
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his hand trembled, when he showed them to me, though | afterward partly
succeeded in reassuring him.*

In short, not possessing library shares did not always effectively keep women
from reading. Library records alone can be deceiving sources if we want to learn
about the actual users of the library.

Perhaps it 1s a little easier to determine whether and how women used private
libraries, the libraries in their homes. Evidence abounds that women were pre-
sent in these library rooms physically and also intellectually. On the most basic
level, women seemed to have taken care of the library furnishing. “My chair,”
“my desk,” countless references to furniture in diaries and letters testify that
women had a physical space in the library.** Family portraits and treasures hung
on the walls, making the library almost into a family shrine.

A private library was definitely more than just a place to store or to use books;
it was also a special place for the family to gather. In fact, most probably it was
this latter meaning of the library that Mary Lowell had in mind, when she estab-
lished a memorial library in the soldiers hospital in Dayton, Ohio, where her son
died in 1862.% Blanche Butler offered the following description of the library in
1870:

The library, too, was by far more attractive. Mary Lowell Putnam, a Boston
lady, has endowed it liberally. She lost a young son—just of age—in the first
[year] of the war, and is now using his fortune—some hundred thousand dol-
lars—for beautifying the Soldiers’ Homes. At the upper end of the library
hangs the young man’s portrait. Over it hangs a wreath of white flowers. A
new wreath at every anniversary. It must be a pleasing thought to Ms. Putnam
thus to use her son’s fortune. But she would have far more pleasure if she
should visit the Asylum and see how much it has contributed to the content-
ment and enjoyment of the soldiers.’

All through her life Putnam regularly sent books to this memorial library, and
each year she also sent a wreath of flowers to be hung under the portrait of her
son, which was the main adornment of the room. The fact that she sent books
rather than money to buy books suggests that she might have donated books
from her own collection and used this library as an overflow deposit.

Separate Spheres or Shared Spheres?

Why and how did Putnam become a book collector? To start answering this
question, we first have to look at her husband, Samuel R. Putnam. It is notable
how little we know of him. The Putnam family was lucky enough to have
enthusiastic family researchers who put together a giant genealogy of the family
and even published a regular, although short-lived, magazine on family affairs,

44 Asahel C, Kendrick, The Life and Letters of Enuly C March 1854" in Through Some Eventful Years (Macon,

45

Judson (New York, N.Y.: Sheldon & Co,, 1860), 426

A couple of examples: on fumishing the library:
Rachel Mordecar Lazarus, “Letter from Rachel
Mordecal Lazaus to Mana Edgeworth, 9 March 1834,"
The Education of the Heart: The Correspondence ._‘," Rachel
Mordecai Lazams and Mania Edgeworth, ed. by Edgar E.
MacDonald (Chapel Hill, NC: University of North
Carolina Press, 1977), 253. On studying in the library
and the library as a gathenng place for the family: Susan

Bradford Eppes, “Diary of Susan Bradford Eppes,

40

GA: Press of the |.W. Burke Co., 1926), 46; “Diary of

Susan Bradford Eppes, Junce 1838, ibid., 89. Ako,
Greenslet, The Lowells and their Seven Worlds, 396

National Military Home, Dayton, Ohio, *“Virtual
Tour: Headquarters,” hep://www. dayton.med.,

va.gov/museum/headquar.html,

Chronicles from the Nineteenth Century: Family Letters of

Blanche Butler and Adelbert Ames Mamied July 215t, 1870,
vol. 1. Ames Blanche Butder, comp. (Clinton, MA;

Pnvately published, 1957), 210.
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Mary Lowell Putnam and

Georgina Lowell Putnam on a visit to
the Soldiers Home in Dayton, 1872
The picture captured the moment just
before the camiage of the neo ladies

(in the comer on the lower nght) went
As Jefirey Hull,

the histonan at the Soldiers Home,

.'hh‘lu‘k‘l‘) e Qadie

pointed out the “spontancity” of the
;n'.‘.".l‘._'r.ll-w'! is an l.'l'.'u-l.'u P‘.'-.'_r'l'- uYre
told to stand still for a while, as the
piclure unes taken. Some must have
left in the process or amved late,
hence the ghost images in the lower left
comer. (Courtesy of Dayton VA

Archive)
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the Putnam Leaflets. All that they could or wanted to say of Samuel R. Putnam,

however, was that he was the son of the Judge Samuel Putnam.* In the Boston

directories he was listed as a merchant, and according to the register of taxpay-

ers he belonged to the comfortable middle class.* The longest account we have

of him is in the obituary of his son written by Mary Lowell Putnam. Writing

about her son, Putnam remarked:

And well might he be grateful to Heaven for a father to whom he owed so

much....

l'he erect manliness, the intrepidity, the self-reliance, the strong

practical judgment, the prompt decision—these vigorous virtues, which gave
value to his softer gifts and graces, were a paternal inherntance. ™

Among her son’s softer virtues Mary numbered first that he was an open-

minded reader, who "only loved masterwork.” These soft virtues, then, proba-

bly formed his maternal inheritance.

48 Eben Putnam, A History of the Putnam Family in

England and Amenca, Recording the Ancestry and
Descendants of John Putnam of Davers, Mass., Jan Poutman
of Albany, N. Y.,

(Salem, Mass.: Salem Press Publishing and Pnnting co.,

Thomas Putmam of MHartford, Conn

18301=1908), 345. Eben Putnam also menuons that
Samuel R. Putnam graduated from Harvard in 1315, in
Putnam Leaflers 1:2 (August 1895), 14.

49 Lisr of Persons, (,..‘,"..".'"I(I"'H"'- and (.".'r'p.vr.x!;.r.-l.-. e 1wen S

Taxed on 10,000 § or Uprards in the City of Boston in th

year 1859 (Boston: GEO. C. Rand & Avery, City
Prnters, 1860). In that year there was no real estate
reported under Samuel R. Putnam's name but he was
taxed on $33,000 of personal income. In 1862, Samuel
R. Putnam’s heirs were taxed on the real estate worth.
Lists of Persons, Copartnershups, and Corporations in the
year 1862 (Boston: J. E. Farwell and Company, Printers
to the City, 1863), 75

Lowell Putnam, (Cambridge, Riverside Press, 1863), 13.
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The William Lowell Patnam
Memonal Library in the Soldiers

. 9.! Home. (Courtesy of Dayton VA
"i e : Archive)
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If we look at the intellectual circle to which Mary Lowell Putnam belonged,
the silence about Samuel R. Putnam’s accomplishments becomes even more sig-
nificant. Among Mary’s friend we find Mrs. George Bancroft, wife of the famous
American historian; Mrs. Lydia Maria Child, who together with her husband
played a major role in the abolitionist movement in Boston; Mrs. Ralph Waldo
Emerson, wife of the philosopher-writer; Mrs. Horace Mann; Mrs. Theodore
Parker; Mrs. Nathaniel Hawthorne; Mrs. Wendell Phillips—all women who
were married to scholars, preachers or philosophers.** It seems that in this circle
Samuel R. Putnam was the most undistinguished intellectually. In fact, the first
library share he acquired (Boston Library Society) was in 1832, the year of his
marriage.*

One cannot help but ask the question whether the wives of those famous men,
who belonged to the same circle as Mary Lowell Putnam, and whose husbands

st Robert Canter, “The Newness,” Century Magazine 17 Members, 1793-1995," Boston Athenacum, REF Z
(November 1889), 124-131 733.B744 B.
$2 Trevor Jay Johnson, “Boston Library Society
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were known for having large private libraries, were not also book collectors in
their own right, whose efforts have not been similarly recorded. It may well be
the case that a main reason we know of Putnam as a book collector is that her
husband did not share her intellectual pursuit. It is a well-known fact that some
of these women edited the letters and biographies of their famous husbands. Mrs.
Hawthorne, for example, published her husband’s biography and notebooks.
Also, Mrs. Wendell Phillips was noted for being the “inspiration, guide and
counsel” of her husband in the abolitionist campaign and, similarly, Mrs. Horace
Mann shared “during her husband’s life . . . in all his benevolent and educational
work, and her familiarity with modern languages enabled her to assist him greatly
in his studies of foreign reforms.”** In fact, instead of strictly separated spheres, a
picture of intellectual cooperation emerges.

Reverend William Henry Millburn, writing about Boston’s intellectual life in
1854, discussed the book collection of Francis C. Gray, the once director of the
Boston Athenacum. Millburn remarked that Gray’s “home had, in lien of wife
and children, rare collections of books, engravings and pictures, and at his round
table you were sure to meet the best brains and tongues of Boston and its neigh-
borhood.”** I have tried to show that wives, whose absence Millburn took for a
guarantee of high quality intellectual life, shared in some hard to identify ways in
their husband’s intellectual pursuits. They used the library privileges of their hus-
bands, fathers, and cousins, and sometimes edited their husbands papers. Mary
Lowell Putnam is a special example in the sense that her scholarship and her
efforts as a book collector are better recorded than those of many of her con-
temporaries. Without knowing about her work as a scholar and without having
her magnificent collection in Widener Library, one would never suspect the
story behind Samuel R. Putnam’s library privileges. Knowing that ‘story, how-
ever, raises a whole new set of questions about the library use and book culture
of women and strongly suggests that talking about a gender-specific intellectual
life might not be appropriate for mid-nineteenth-century Boston.

$3 Appleton’s Encydopedia of American Biography, ¢d. by 54 Emphasis added. William Henry Milbumn, “George
James Grant Wilson and John Fiske, vol. 4, (New Ticknor and a Glimpse of Boston Soctety in 1854,"
York: Appleton, 1888-1891), 656, 760. Quarterly Review (Apnl 1893): 116.
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