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-·-_e 13',ateman. Hornbooi.k 

THE H ILIP HOFER B.EQUES T,. som,e· five 
thou -and books an manuscripts that 
became par of the Houg ·t1 n Lib airy 
collec ion in l 9'841 ha ·__ b e,en thoroughly 
oelebrat ,ed- and yet not so, thoroughly 
_ • 1 -- t the catalog,er a· siignedl to it may not 
_-ometimes find a new trea _-ure. 

In maki.ng .rec , rds -__ f the · ofer 
b quest man scripts . for olli ·~ came 
to MS Typ 801, a call-.,-umber which had 
been gi -em. not to a ma user ipt but to a 
sm.aH object ·· n a b o· labe ed -~c-hornbo lc.H 
A hornbo --"",. say the 1Oxford E,ngUsh 
Dictionary, is ''a. leaf of p,aper ,contain in.g 
the alphabet ( often with the addifion of 
t e ten di.gjts om i _ 1 • lemen.t _, of • peIDng, 

a -d the Lord~s P ayer) pr , --tected by _ thin 
! late f translucent horn, and m un ed 
on a tablet of v·ood wUh a. priOJectin.g. pi,ece 
for a handle .. » Th,e de fin 1tion matched the 
object qu··te close 1y; ex,ce t that the horn 
· -· -d become detached,, and th" b _ -k of 1he 

tablet v_ as covered in 1-ather · nd s:tam p ed 
with a dle 1gn. 

HaV1Jng to catalog this, turned 
to what seems til , be still th.e standard 
b ok on the - · bject~ Andre, W. Tu -r~ 
Hi -tory of the -orn 13ookJ publi hed in 
1896., I starte-0. to read chapter 3, \vhk:h 
was de·voted to . pa ticular ly rare .ind 
early specime called th~ Bateman 

, 1 ,n , ook. This hornb - k wa , found 
accord i .::g to a note p~isted on the 
ha 1 _dle1 1n taking-down an old. house 

--10 , The Bate-ma11 Hornbook~ MS Typ 801, showing text and protedive horn rove:r1 .detached. 
OVERLEA!P I-lornbaok in reverse. l'eiather with stamped equestrian im·age of · harl l. 
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in D, --rbyshir-e in 
1.S.28 · the bac -
, · as covered in 
leather; a d on 
it was amp d 
an eq · estr · . 1 n 
image of King 
, hades This 
wa -, inte _ --ting-
and mor -· than 
int --r, •-~-ting, since 
Hofer" horn-
ho k h 1d j I t 
this . note on the 
handle> and just 
tl a ima,ge , l 

the back~ and I. 
rea1: zed that ilt 
wa •- this , ]l ,ecia] hornbook 
that I had in front ,_ f e~ 

Part of · · hat · 1- 1de this hor 1-

bo k a ous in 89 6 was that it 
ad b . __ n .old at aucti -n thr -e 

year:~· be.fo - :for 1he high p ice of 
£65., and Tu .-r r, ·con. 1 ·d that the buyer wa 
D1r. A]ber 1i igd ,r of Vienna. Figdor> a fa-
-. ·1ou -. ,' l _, to:r ·.· ho e wnterest inc]udled 
d n I ic o bJ ec of ,e •· - id e ges a d 
Renam -ance d1,ed n1 1927: .and the part of 
his ,coUection that did not go, to public 
.mu ,_ un1 in Au . tria wa , old at auction> 
the b ,ok and manu cript · in Lu:zern, 
S -. it:Zr dand, in 1.932.. It ·. a - not surpri -_u·:· · 
to find the sat · catalogu · an1onP Ho:6 l 
efe ence --oll ctio11. 1 ot 14 ·n th_ • ale 
as this ho nb. · ,_· ,k described as an Englishe 

Schul-Handtafel, esthnate 5100 · -,Fr~ The 
-at · 1 o ue is not I notated, bu 1 1t wa 
,el . r from om_,e, note - laid 11 that flofer 
had had an a.g nt at that --ale-and t 1s a 

4 Harvard Li,brary B'Hlletin 

fair in ·ereno that 
he ot f e h , n -
book. ·_ i- "ras be--
tor --Hofe,.r came to 
th - Harvard · , ~-
t ge L"'b-_ary~. and I 
could find no me · -

· in o .-the .·t,em in 
e ibrary fit · 

at aU. H fer do-.,._ 
not see-~11 to have 

·tt _ ntion 
- _ it ha -

-at in very mode _-t 
ano ym · ty unti 

I - .w: 
The-~ , -re p ,c-

ture of ho -nbooks 
as , arly a 1.400, and a fi w sut -

viv · ng exan1ple-. fr, m the • ix ,eenth 
century. O·ur horn book d es: not, 
th - -efot,e, push back he - wstory o 
th, se ob·ec --bu it is da able in a 
pa ticu[ r a I d intere -ting wa ·_. Th-: 

1age on the ver o ·ay - , ___ R~ next to it, 
so is probably .K:· g · har I __ · - + Theri i a 
crown u pended abo e 1

· , 1.long with 
an a ·gel, . uggesting that h .. h d v--n a 
martyr"~ _ -own. This kin: would have to 
be - harles. I, who was ex,ecuted in , 1649, 

· the Holbs . cord now r ads unot b · .,ore 
1649:'' t ! - plea•--ant to '11 ·1- ·gine t 1 - th 
ho nbook wa · an insti u.m n . · f Ro· alist 
propaganda during the Civil War~ but it is 
perh'-P . more likel_-· that it date -fr1 ,1 ·1 af-
ter th -_, Restoration in 16 60 when the cuJt 
· f , -t. .hades King and , · ·_ artyr was made 
_· fficial in the ., hur ·-h I f . ngland~ 

- f. F. Coakley 
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C 1O ·. TRIBUTORS 

I+ F · OA . L i . ;ianu cnpt , atalo .. , r in Houghton Library ofth Harv ;ard CoUege 
:librar .. , Hi~ ~at . . ··t book i -. The Typography of ··ry,riac: .A Hi:stori'cal · atalogue of Printing 

Types .153 -158 (0 . k ·Knoll and the Bri i h Librar 20 6)., 

JoAN ·. ORDE i 1 orm, r ,de elopment office in the Har· ard 
Librari:· ·0 • n . at the Bos ·. n . · then.aeum, beca- · ,e enga,ged with L n,g ,er, w'. Dan e 

· hen he found -e· elf a i "f 1 0 1 utz S Malke~ t i-· e curator of a 11 e . -ibi· ·on , . ·p '1 ted 
books . 1t the . . uns tbi bliot ~ek, · · e lin ce -e brating the 600 th a 1 · • ve·rsary of the Div in ,. 

Comedy in ,.,oo,o 

K -TH LEEN 1 . '\.VREN1. E i . , si tant Profe 1r , .f EngH h 
at . eorge · a h"ngton · er ·ty 

68, Harvard Library Bull tin 


