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VI. THE GARDEN LIBilARY 
J obn S. Tbncber 

The Garden J.,ibra ry· contains a s pc cj a li zed coll cction of 2, 40 o rare 
books~ source materia]s of imn1ediatc concern to historians of garden 
design and 1 an dsca pc architecture. In addition, th ere j s a co 11 ecti on of 
manuscripts, many of ,vhich are unpublished) and some 5,000 other 
hooks., guides., and periodicals for rcscarc h needs. 

The collection ,vas begun by l\.frs. llobert '''oods B]iss at the end 
of ,:\7orld ,var II and reflects her desire that the jnterests of scholar~ 
ship -at ]Ju,nbarto11 Oaks be extended to the .field of garden design~ 
giving fuU recognition to its place in the development of ,vestcrn 
culture. '~'hilc garden design., as the garden.s of Dun1barton Oaks so 
clearly· dcn1onstrate,, ,vas a life-long interest of l\1rs. Bliss, her purpose 
in csta blishin g the Garden Library reflects a some,vhat broader con-
ccr11. 1""he upheavals of the Yvartirne and post,var years threatened the 
exjsrcncc not only of a large majority of the great historical cxan1ples 
of garden design, but n1any of the long-established private libraries 
-as ,vell. As these libraries ,-verc broken up) dealers often found it more 
pr o.fi table to sci 1 th c p I ates fr om vol u1n es on architecture and gardens 
individuall) 7 rather than to nnd purchasers for the cornpiete books. 
Th us, in esta bl j shin g th c Gar den Library~; l\ 1rs. Bliss a ssurc d th n t 1nan y 
rare books ,vhich ,vonld othcnvisc have been lost ,vcrc prcser,,.ed 
intact. 

The perj od covered by the collection extends back over four ccn-
turiest v{ith virtually· every n1ajor ,vork re]ating to garden design ,vhich 
,vas published in Europe and America included in the Librar)r' s hold~ 
ings. The earlier books and manuscripts document the development 
of the great European styles of garden design fron1 the beginning of 
the Renaissance through the end of the eighteenth century., \vhilc those 
of the ti.i neteenth and nvcnticth cenrur ies rec.ord the adaptation of these 
styles to more 1no dern conditions and their establishment in America. 

The Garden Library is housed in a special ,ving ,vhich ,vas com-
pleted in 196 3. The n1ain roon1~ \vhcrc the rare books are kept in 
locked cases, is a high~ccilingcd space of great charm ,vhich looks out 
on a part of the Gardens. The roo1n also scrv·e.s as -a gaHer)r for paint-
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ings and antique furniture ,vhich '\"ere left to Du1nbarton Oaks by 
I\1rs. Bliss. Leading to the Rare Book Roo1n is a foyer containing a 
large exhibition case for books and manuscripts; a reference room and 
.staff offices are adjacent. On the floor bclo,v there arc nvo studics't a 
stack room, and a rcstorati on ro on1 for routine n1aintcnancc of the col-
lection. 

The Garden J_jhrary is open during nonnal ,vorking hours to schol-
ars ,vith special per111ission. In the nf ternoon1 1tVhen tl1e Gardens and 
the B yz211 tj n e and Prc-Colu 111 bi an Collections are op en to the pub Ii c~ 
visitors ~re pern1itted in the foyer area of the Garden Library to sec 
the bo.oks and paintings on display·. Guided tours of the Garden Li-
brary are avr.ilable~ subject to arrange1nents made in-advance, for clubs 
and other orga ni za ti on s , v ith a special interest in gard c n s or rare b oaks~ 

1"he Garden J_jbrary rcn12.incd the property of lvirs. Bliss until her 
death in January 1969, r·eilccting the strong personal concern she held 
for its developn1ent.. Every effort is being made to maintain this feeling 
,vhile continuing to build the collection along the lines ,vhich she 
established. As a memorial to l\hs. Ill i sst a ca.ta lo gu e of th c Garden 
Libraf} 7 has been planned. 
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