DIGITAL ACCESS o0 HARVARD
SCHOLARSHIP sr HARVARD LIBRARY

DASH.HARVARD.EDU

American history in the Harvard
College Library

Citation
Riggs, John A. 1967. American history in the Harvard College Library. Harvard Library
Bulletin XV (4), October 1967: 387-400.

Link
https://nrs.harvard.edu/URN-3:HUL.INSTREPOS:37363938

Terms of use

This article was downloaded from Harvard University’s DASH repository, and is made

available under the terms and conditions applicable to Other Posted Material (LAA), as set

forth at
https://harvardwiki.atlassian.net/wiki/external/NGY5NDE4ZjgzNTc5NDQzMGIzZWZhMGFIOWI2M2EwYTg

Accessibility
https://accessibility.huit.harvard.edu/digital-accessibility-policy

Share Your Story

The Harvard community has made this article openly available.
Please share how this access benefits you.l Submit a story |



https://dash.harvard.edu/submit-story?publicationId=e2ab2481-0f32-4b97-a4b7-98167a84b2ae

American History in the Harvard

College Library

Jobu A. Riggs

x the history of Harvard’s American history collections 1967 will

be memorable as the year when computers made it possible to

print and publish che shelflist of Harvard College Library books

classified in US.! There arc more than 100,000 velumes in TS,
and in the past the scholar has been able to survey them (with the ex-
ception of those that happened to be on loan or misplaced) by going to
the shelves; an oceasional intrepid explorer has sought out the un-
wicldy, hand-written, loosc-Icaf volumcs in which they were listed by
call-number. Now for the first time scholars in library reading rooms
or in their own studies can scan a set of velumes in which che US
books arc listed 1n three sequences — by call-number as they scand on
the shelves, alphabetically by author, and chronologically by datc of
publication. The occasion seems to call for a bricf historical account
of how the collection attained its present size and strength.

General statements regarding either classificadon or the Harvard
Library can racely be made without a few qualifications and caveats.
In this case it should be noted that Harvard’s classification system is its
own; Dewey or the Library of Congress might classify as American
history many volumcs that arc not in US, and thousands of titles re-
lating to this subject can be found in other Widcener classifications
(particularly Economics, Sociology, and Lducation) as well as in
other units of the University Library. Lach working day, of covrse,
brings additions to the US shelves, so, like most library catalogues, the

*During 1965 the Library began to transfer porrions of its shelflist ro machine-
readable punched cards and to publish the lists printed out from these cards by the
computer. The serics of Widener Library Shelflists now includes Crasades, Afriea,
Taventicth Cemary Russian Literatire, Russian History Since 1917, Latin Awmerica
and Latin Awmerican Periodicals, Bibliography and Bibliography Periodicals, and
Reference Collections Shelved in the Reading Room and Acquisitions Departzent.
American History, comprising volumes IX-XIII in the series, will be published lacer
this yeat; $r75 is the price for the set of five volumes. This erticle, in a slightly
afrered form, will be reprinced as an introduction to the sct.
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388 Harvard Library Bulletin

shelflist volumes will be out of date to some cextent by the time they arc
published. Rare and valuable works have found sanctuary in the
Houghton Library, and books arc cantinually being transferrcd from
the Widcener stack to Houghton, This article, while designed primar-
ily as an intreduction to the collcction in the Widener Library that is
listed in the US shelflist, inevitably refers to closely relatcd holdings in
Houghton, though it cannot attempt to do justice to the great riches of
those collections of original manuscripts and rare printed books.

Harvard’s American history collection began on a scale more modest
even than the College itsclf, and for nearly two hundred ycars books
relating to America formed an insignificant part of the Library’s
holdings. What we know of the Harvard Collcge Library in the eigh-
tcenth century is derived from the printed catalogucs of r723-[35]
and 17902 The Library was destroyed by fire in 1764, and the 1790
cataloguc lists those books that cscaped the conflagration, plus those
added berween 1764 and 1789, The carlier catalogue, 1723-{35] lists
the books accarding to size, with a primitive alphabetical arrangement
under each size (folio, quarto, etc.); it contains little that might be
called history of any kind.

The Catalogus Bibliothecae Harvardianae of 1790 is a respectable
volume of 358 pages divided into two sections (with addenda), onc for
books and the other for tracts or pamphlets; the arrangement is by
subjcct within each division. The section listing books is composed of
205 pages, of which fifty dcal with theology; in the tract section, 100
of the 153 pages list theological pamphicts. In contrast, there are nine
pages of books dealing with history and two pages of pamphlets on
that subject. In addition, there are four pages of books classified under
Res Politicae and thirteen pages of pamphlets under Politici et Juridici.
In these pages dealing with history and politics one can count perhaps
thirty books and 110 pamphlcts which are concerned with the Amer-
ican colonies and their relation to the mother country. In the collce-
tion of theological tracts one can find a quantity of sermons (17th and
18th century forerunners of the tesch-in) which examine from all
angles the relationship between the Colonies and Great Britain,

It is obvious that in 1790 the Harvard College Library collection in
American History was, to say the least, not only marginal but notable
more for its lacunae than for what it contained. To be sure it had five

® Catalogns Librorum Bibliothecae Collegii Harvardini . . . Boston, 1723-1735;
Catalopus Bibliothecae Harvardianae, Boston, 1790,
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copics of Sir Walter Raleigh’s History of the World (London, 1614
[4 copics]; London, 1736 |1 capy]) but no copy of John Smith’s
A Description of New England (London, 1616) or his True Relation
(London, 1608). Also missing were IEdward Johnson’s W onder
Working Providence (London, 1654), Mourt’s Relation (London,
1622) and Nathanicl Ward’s Sizrple Cobdler of Aggawair (London,
1647). Strangest of all, there is no copy of Cotton Mather’s Adagnatia
Christi Americang (London, r7o02) recorded until an imperfect copy
was received as a gift from Mrs. Eliot in 17091,

Little was done to remedy this deplorable situation until 1818 when,
following the death of a GGerman scholar and librarian, the generosity
of a Boston merchant made it possible for the Harvard College Library
to assume {irst rank as a repository for books and maps relating to the
discovery and development of the New World and in particular those
colonies which were to become the Unired States,

Christoph Daniel Ebcling (1741-181%) was one of thosc characters
often met with in the cightcenth centary who in a long and happy life
pursued a multiplicity of personal interests while at the same time
serving in positions of social and civic responsibility. Professor of
Greck and of History in the GGymnasium of Hamburg and Librarian
of the Stadtbibliothek of Hamburg, he was the author of numerous
works in a variety of ficlds; a translator of works from the Danish,
French and Iinglish, including Dr. Burncy’s Present State of AMusic in
France and Italy; a contributor of articles and reviews to periodicals
and encyclepedias; and, most important for Harvard, an indcfatigable
collector of books, maps, and ncwspapers relating to the American
colonies and their subsequent independence, which he had assembled
in the course of writng his Erdbeschreibung und Geschichie von
Amerika (Hamburg 1793—1816). This was, for its time, a monu-
mental work of which seven volumes had been completed before his
death.®

I'beling died 1n 1817 and in 1818 Cloloncl Israel Thorndike, a
wealthy Boston merchant, purchased the American portion of his
lihrary for $6,500 and presented it to Harvard.*

This collection of Americana, consisting of 3,500 books and 2 tre-

"William Coolidge Lane, Letters of Christoph Daniel Ebeling (reprinted from
the Proceedings of the American Antiguarian Sociery, QOctober 1925; Worcester,

Mass., 1926), pp. 272-297
1bid,
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mendous aggregation of maps, manuscripts, and other materials, was
probably the finest then in existence; it was carefully listed in a folio
catalogue of 275 pages now in the IHoughton Library. With Colonel
Thorndike's magnificent gift Harvard’s collection of Americana may
be said to have begun and to have taken a foremost place.

The Ebeling collection was strengthened in 1823 when Samucl
Atkins Eliot bought and presented te Harvard the collection of books,
etc., relating to Asmerica which had been assembled by David B.
Warden, the American consul in Paris, In a letter of 2 Junc 1822 to
President Kirkland, Eliot offercd to present to Harvard a “collection
of books on American history, geography, etc. which belonged to Mr.
Warden, late American consul, which . . . seemed to me sufficiently
valuable to make it an object, they should be preserved in the country
to which they rclate.” He then went on to lay down what can only be
described as model conditions for their assimilation in the Harvard
Library: “I hope that any unnecessary duoplicates may be disposcd of
to the best advantage, as the benefit of the library is of much more con-
scquence than the preservation of the completeness of this collection.” ®

The collection, ‘which is fully described in Bibliotheca Anrerica-
Septentrionalis {Paris, 1820) consisted of nearly twelve hundred vol-
umics, maps, charts, and prints.®

In 1830 a collection formed by Obadiah Rich, an American bock-
seller in London, was purchased, adding still more strength to what
had become a distinguished library of old and rarc Americana. As
will be seen, however, contemporary publications were lacking.

In 1774 Thomas Hollis bequcathed £500 for the purchase of books,
and in 1801 Samucl Shapleigh bequeathed some $3,000, the Income to
be appropriated “‘to-the purchase of such modern publications — in
polite litcraturc .. . and to consist of Poetry and Prose, but neither
in Greek or Latin.,” Until 1858 the income from these two small
funds was all that was available to the College Library for the pur-
chase of books. What could not be bought had to come as a gift.
This was not sufficient to insure that works in Amcrican history needed
by faculty and students would be available.

In addition to the Jack of funds it must be admiered that there was
also a lack of intcrest. It is truc that Detween 1838 and 1849 Jared
Sparks gave public lectures on American history for the seniors but

“ Tosiah Quincy, History of Harvard University, 11, 553.
“15id., p. 316.

Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XV, Number 4
(October 1967)



Awmerican History in the Harvard Library 391

in 1849 when Sparks became president of Harvard, American history
disappeared and, aside from the brief experiment by Henry Adams in
1876, did not reappear until 1883 with the appointments of Albert
Bushnell Hart and IEdward Channing.

The Committee appointed to visit the library reported, on 29 Jan-
uary 1857 to the Board of Ovcrseers:

If we turn for a moment to the department of American history alone, we
should find that although she once stood pre-eminent here, cven private col-
Jections have surpasscd her. .

Une of these collections is said to contain some twenty-five thousand works
llustrative of Awmerican history, while a single glance at the cataloguc of
similar works and treatises in Gore Hall would give us just-cause of apprehen-
sion, that individual caterprise and zeal have ourstripped the University, even
in a matter touching our national pride, . . , of thc Statutes of the United
States there is no copy in the Library. . . . Nor dees it contain among the
productions of our Amcrican statesmen the complete works of Clay, or Web-
ster, or Calhoun.” ' :

The situation was again deplored in the following year by Profcssor
Torrey of the Department of History:

On that subject [American History] it will suffice to say that the last consider-
ablc sum at the disposal of the Collegc for that department was expended ten
years aga, or more, and that those ten years have been a period of great activity
in this branch of inquiry.®

‘The considerable sum referred to was probably the bequest of §3,000
by William Prescott, reccived in 1844 and spent in the purchasc of
scarce old books on American history,

There is in the Harvard Library a sct of two catalogues presented
by Obadiah Rich, Bibliotheca Awericana Nova (London, 1835—41),
and A catalogre of books velating principally to Awmerica (London,
1832). These have been annotated, in part by Sibley, to indicate items
desired by Harvard, and, amusingly, in a few cases the terse comment
1s “we can’t afford this.” Opposite many items in the earlicr catalogue
appears the entry “received May 1, 1845.” In the later catalogue this
has been reduced to 2 hastily scrawled Aday 1. It seems reasonable to

“Report to the Board of Overscers of the Commitice appointed to visic the
Library, January 29, 1857,

® Statement of Professor Torrey, of the Department of History, July r4, 1858,
in Report of the Connnittee of the Association of the Alunmi of Harvard Cellege
Appointed to Take into Consideration the State of the College Library . . . Cam-

bridge, Mass. 1858,
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assume that the entries so marked represent purchases from the Prescott
bequest.”

The Librarian’s Report of 16 July 1858 states that “the desiderasumz
of Wcbster’s works has been met by Mr. Henry Austin Whitney, a
graduate in 1846, who has given 2 complete set in eight volumes,
bound in full calf.”

Forrunately for Harvard, Henry Austin Whitney was only onc of a
band of bencfactors who gave to the Library with a generosity for
which past, present, and furure scholars will be cver grateful. A large
share of this gratitude is due onc of Harvard’s great librarians, John
Langdon Sibley. While Jibrarians cringe today at his aunouncement
that Harvard is jnterested in acquiring a copy of everything printed
anywhere, it is primarily to Sibley that Harvard is indebred for the
grcat numbcer of pamphler and tract volumes scattered throughout the
collections.

The following excerpts from the Librarian’s Report for different
years indicate the slow but steady process by which this valuable but
ephemeral material was acquired.

From the Tennesscc State Library have been received 11 volumes and r1:
pamphlets; 15 volumes from the Department of the Interior at Washington;
and 24 volumes and 38 pampblets from the Wisconsin Historical Socicty,

Librarian’s Report, 12 July 1861

The Rev. E. H. Downing, formerly of Brenham, Washington County, Texas,
bur now of Kirkwood, Madison County, Miss., has seat from time to time by
mail, larpe quantitics of pamphlets, many of which, particularly those rclating
to that part of the United States, the Library, otherwise, would probably never
have had. Librarian’s Report, 10 July 1857

Sarnuel Abbott Green, of Boston, of the class of 1851, now surgcon of the
24th Regiment of Alass, Volunteers , ., . has continued e send many books,
pamphlets, and newspapers, mast of which are important from their connection
with the present war,

Charles O. Routelle, of the U, 8, Coast Survey, who buoycd the channel for
the fleet at Port Royal, has sent from that vicinity several publications . . .

Stephen Minot Weld, of Jamaica Plain, of the class of 1860, now of Gen.
Porter’s staff, has placed in the Library several curiositics, pamphlets, and
hooks from Port Royal. Libratian’s Report, 11 July 1862

Long before the outbreak of the Civil War the Harvard Library
had assimilated into its collections large numbers of pamphlcts, In

® Librarinn’s Report, 1 July 1856,
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the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries these generally were sermons;
after the colonies achieved mdependence printed sermons tended to be
displaced by printed orations, particularly Fourch of July Orations, of
which there are hundreds in the Harvard Library,

As the country moved into the middle of the ninctecnth century,
the issue of slavery and its challenge to the preservation of the Union
became paramount, and this is reflected in the twremendous collection
of pamphlets dealing with slavery and the Civil War to be found in
the Widener Stacls, While many people contributed to this collee-
tion, two names stand out, Dr. Samucl Abbott GGrecn, who was 2 con-
stant donor to the Library, and the Hon. Charles Sumner, U. S
Senator from Massachusctts.

Sumncr must rank as one of the greac benefactors of the Harvard
Library. During his lifetime he gave the Library an estimated 250
maps, 1,300 volumes, and between 15,000 and 20,000 pamphlets. In
1874 the Librarian stated that as a result of his gifts “we have probably
an almaosc unrivalled collection relating ro the Rehellion.”

At the time the great collection of slavery and Civil War material
was being assembled a significant beginning was made on what was to
become one of the great collections of books and pamphlets dealing
with the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, more familiarly,
the Mormons. As early as 1852 and at intervals thereafter Brigham
Young had sent to the Library books and pamphlets dealing wich
Mormontsm. In 1857 the Librarian reported:

From President Orvson Prate, of Liverpool, Eng., have been received fourtcen
volumes and eleven pamphlets, which, in addition to what had been previously
received through him, make an important eollcetion of works on Mormonism.

Librarian’s Report, 10 July 1857

and again in 186s:

From Ex-Governor Brigham Young and others at Utah, have been received
about fifty volumes. They include almost a complete set of “The Deseret
News,” several Journals of the Legislature, and various works, which are very
Important to illustrate the doctrines and histery of che “Lacrer-Day Saints.”
Librarian’s Report, 14 July 1865

During the following yecars the Library continued to add works about
the Mormons and about various dissenting groups, including the Re-
organized Church and the Strangites. The collection was strengthened

¥ Librariaw’s Report, 10 July 1874.
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ymmeasurably in 1914 when the library of E. H. Peirce, of Salt Lake
City, comprising some 2,500 volumes, including early periodicals, was
purchased.” When opportunity offers today, this collection is in-
creased, Although there are gaps in publications of the 1930’ and
40’s it 18 probably the strongest collection on Mormonism to be found
outside Salc Lake City.

In the period 1865~1900 there is surprisingly little information con-
cerning acquisitions of Americana. We know that in 1857 Ticknor
and [1iclds, the Boston publishers, “agreed to place in the library here-
after a copy of everything which shall be issued by their house,” and
this insurcd that a certain number of contemporary works of American
history and literature would be added.™® Except for 1876-77 there
was no formal instructdon in American history until 1883; purchascs
seemingly were few: in 2 list of the Aore fmportant accessions April
1876-Noventber 1876, of the 1,215 books listed, only 85 might bc
propetly classified as American history. Of these 85, some 75 are
concerned direcely with the Civil War, in the form of personal remi-
niscences or regimental histories published during or immediately after
the war. And yet a glance at that section of the classification devoted
to Civil War regimental historics will show what a small percentage
of the whole is represented by tlus purchase.

The only explanation for the growth of the collection during this
period is that the Harvard Library then and for many ycars to come
could count on the generosity of donors to present to it material which
it had no funds to purchase,

American history as a proper field of study and research was slow
in establishing itself at Harvard; and it was not until 1883, with the
appointments of Hart and Channing, that systematic study of the
political, social, and economic development of the United States be-
came a scholastically acceptable discipline. 1t is evident that students
were reluctant to pursue research in this new area and that the scholar-
ly community was slow to accept it. Between 1873 and 1900 only
twelve doctoral dissertations in American history were written at

Harvard.™
In 18¢9¢ the College Library could count some 29,000 volumes in

® Harvard Alunat Bidletin, XV {1013/14), $44-%45.
W Librarian’s Report, 10 July 1857,
* Samuel Eliot Morison, The Developnrent of Harvard University (Cambridge,

1930), pp. 157, 164.
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American history.™ Much of the pamphlet material mentioned carlier
had not yet been integrated into the collection, and the volumes on
the shelves were preponderantly concerned with the eastern United
States In general and New England i particular,

A few years carlier, in 1893, when Frederick Jackson Turner, in an
address to the American Historical Society, magisterially closed the
American frontier, the Harvard College Iibrary, bibliothecally speak-
ing, was harely awarc of that vast expanse of land stretching west of
Dedham; in the early years of the coming century a determined effort
would be made to overcome this myopia.

While it is true that during the nineteenth century the Library
acquired books and pamphlets dcaling with the western parts of the
United States, these were, in a sense, indiscriminate accessions consist-
ing almost entirely of material presented to the Library; and it was not
until Turner joined the faculty in 1g1o that a more active policy of
collecting western material was inaugurated.

'This began modestly in 1907/08 when the Library reccived from
James Freeman Curtis, "9, a gift of $100 “to be spent on books relat-
ing to the Western States.” In 1g11 the Librarian was able to report:

An annual gifc of $1,000 in memory of Charles Elliott Perkins, for many
years President of the Chicago, Burlingten & Quiney R, R,, is for books on
the history of the Western States. The donor remains anonymous. With

these successive gifts, it may be expected that an extremely valuable collection
of Western history will be built up.

The anonymous donor was Perkins’ daughter, Alice Sturges Perkins
Hooper, who for many years continued her gifts to the Library. The
large number of beoks on Western history in the Widener stacks
bearing the hookplate “In memory of Charles Illiott Perkins” is an
eloquent testament to her long and devoted interest in assembling a
collection of books which, if she had been Iess modest, she might well
have iusisted be kept together as a memorial to her father or herself.
Instead, they are scattered throughout the stacks classified according
to subject, distributed in such a2 manner as to cnhance the whole
collection.

The presence of Turner on the faculty and the interest of Mrs.
Hooper in collecting Western Americana in the Library resulted in
1912 in the formation of the Harvard Commussion on Western His-
tory, a group whose aim was:

¥ Librarian’s Report, 1899 [ie., 1808/00].
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in course of time to build up such a collection of this subject that Harvard will
be generally regarded as the besc place in this country for the study of Western
History, We can only accomplish the purposc in view, however, if we have
the codperation of a number of people in the West whe can interest themselves
in the macter and pick up for us on the spot various importanc itecms of local
history and literature in manuscripts or in whatcver form they may appear.
There is a great deal that may be accomplished in this way, hut it can only be
done by systematic efTort reaching a large territory and many people. . . .
The scope of the plan is large. It aims to collect all the material possible,
books, pamphlets, newspapers, reports of socicties or railroads or other business
concerns, and manuscript material whether letters, old accounts or business
reports, Such collections would not only exploit the development of the West,
but also male it possible to trace out more exactly and comprchensively the
many ways in which the Fast has participated in the building up of the West,1?

It can lre argued that the scope of the plan was too lacge; at any event
it must be recorded that the commission enjoved only a short life. Per-
haps its chicf accomplishment was the onc which defeated its original
plan: the very fact that Harvard was intcrested in this type of material
not only alerted local historical societies and collectors to its value but
:indied a desire to preserve it locally. Thos much matcrial which might
otherwisc have becn lost was preserved, but, alas, not at Harvard,

Neverthcless the activities of the commission did benefir the Li-
brary: certain manuscript matcrial and business records wcre acquired,
but perhaps more importantly the commission focussed artention on an
arca which nceded strengthening, The continuing interest of Mrs.
Hooper enabled the Library to add to its book stock of Western
Americana, and two members of the original commission were even-
tually commemorated by book funds. In 1917 Horace Davis, "40, be-
qucathed 2 fund, “the income to be used for the purchase of books
relating to the North Pacific Ocean and its shores,” and for years
books relating to Califorpia and Oregon and Washington were pur-
chased from this fund. In 1948 the son of Andrcw McFarland Davis,
another of the members of the commission, bequeathed a fund in
memory of his father to be used for American history and related
fields.

In 1915 the Library acquired the Breckenridge collection relating
to Missouri, which consisted of about 500 volumes and 2,000 pam-
phlets; in 1916 the Allen collection of books on the naval history of
the United States, numbering 1,318 volumes and 387 pamphlets and

* Harvard Ahwsuni Brlleting X1V (1011/12), 430332,
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scrials, was received. In the same year the Library received from Dr.
Fdwin H. Brigham a collection of books and pamphlets on the Civil
War; and in 1917 Mrs. Alonzo Rothschild presented to the Library
as a memerial to her husband his great Lincoln collection, comprising
1,000 volumes and 1,300 pamphlets.*

It might seem that by the 1920's the US collection ar Harvard, with
related materials in other classifications, held enough to satisfy the
most avid scholar., The knowledgeable librarian knows that this con-
dition obtains only in a dream world, and it should come as no Surprise
to rcad in the Librarian’s Report for 1925/26:

We have heard sad and justified lament duc te lack of funds for what our
jostructors desire on many topics, even on such an Imporeant one as the history
of the United Statcs, which has special need of resources of its own if we are to
offer the opportunitics for research that we should in that subject.

Tn spitc of this lament the American history collection continued to
grow by purchase of current material, by gift and bequest, and in
1941 by the purchase of the Matt Bushnell Jones collection, a collee-
tion limited to the Britsh colonics in North America from the carlicst
tinics to the adoption of the Constitution, which in the words of the
Librarian, “forms the most impartant group of Americana acquired by
the Iarvard College Library since the Ebeling library was reccived in
I 8 I 8.?’

“In 1943 the Theodore Rooscvelt Memorial Association placed its
collection in the Harvard College Library. At that time some 350
titles from US in the Widener stack relating to Theodore Roascvelt
and his times werc reclassified into the special Roosevelt classification
developed by R. W, G. Vail and Miss Nora Cordingley. From 1943
to 1960 titles dealing with the Theodore Roosevelt era were added to
this special collection. In rg6o it was decided that the integrity of the
US classification required that in the future matcrial dealing with TR.
and his activitics be placed in the appropriatc part of US rather than
in the separatc Rooscvelt colleetion. As a result of these decisions one
will find roday in US scarccly two shelves about the presidential ad-
ministration of "Theodore Roosevelt, while the special Roascvclt col-
fcction occupics some seven ranges of stack and comprises around
12,000 items.” In addition to books concerned specifically with T.R.

* Librariaw's Report, 1915, 1016, 1017 [ie., 1014/15, 1915/14, 1016/17].
" Selected volumes from the Theodore Roosevelt Collection zre being included
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and his tme the collection is rich in periodical articles, newspaper
stories and editorials, books dedicated to T.R., photographs, cartoons,
book reviews, scrap books, and a large number of books in which T.R.
is mentioned only in passing. The collection is controlled by a detailed
dictionary card catalog which stands ncar it in the Widener stack.

The growth of the American history collection in Widener has
been determined by two factors: the gencrosity of the Library’s many
friends and donors, and the availability of funds for the purchase of
material. Until 1910 the Harvard College Library had no fund to be
cxpended specifically for American history. In that year an endow-
ment of §1,000 was established, the income to be spent preferably for
boolks on the Civil War. The Horace Davis and Andrew McFarland
Dawis Funds have already been mentioned, but it was not until 1g50
when, under the bequest of William L., R, Giftord, "84, the Library
began to enjoy the income of the fund established in memory of
Humphrey Almy Giftord, ’12, that sufficient money for the purchase
of current publications became available. Evidence from books in the
stacks indicates that the Bright fund, a general fund for the purchase
of books, was for many years used exclusively to purchase American
history. It is clear that from 1636 to 1910, there was no specific fund
earmarked for American history, and from 1910 to 1950 the funds
specificd for American history were insufficient for current publica-
tions. It is significant that the Harvard Library did not bid in any of
the great sales of Americana from the Brinley sale in 1879-93 until in
1967, at the sccond scssion of the Strecter Auction it secured one of
the few known copics of the first issuc of the Cambridge Platfornz of
Chureh Discipline {Cambridge, Mass,, 1649). While the Library
baught what it could, the collection grew larger by gift and by a few
special purchases made possible by gencrous donors and friends. Cer-
tain of the gifts and benefactions, such as the Prescott and Parkman,
the Frederick Lewis Gay, the Everr Wendell, and the Grenville
Winthrop, should be singlcd out for their cxceptional richness, and it
would be an act of sheer ingratitude not ro acknowledge the great
contribution they made to the collection. Nevertheless the Library
was forced to play a more or Icss passive role in building the collection
during most of the years of its existence.

in the printed shelflist volomes for US in order to prevent these volumes from
giving a distorted picrure of Harvard holdings in the subject.
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From rgso0 on, the Gifford fund and the two funds for American
history realized through the Program for Harvard College (the Charles
Warren Memorial and the Viaux fund) made it possible for the Li-
braty to buy all currene publications that were nceded. It was not
vntil 1965, howcever, that the Library could inangurate a systematc
program of acquisitions designed to make the collection responsive to
the nceds of rescarchers and students of American history.

The magnificent bequest of Mrs. Charles Warren, which established
the Warren Center for Studies in American History and four profes-
sorships in the IFacultcs of Arts and Secicnces, Law, Divinigy, and
Education, brought ro the Library a fund sufficiently large to enable
it for the first ume in its history to fill gaps in the existing collection.
Ironically the Widener stacks and the US classification will be little
affected by this new activity; most of the acquisitions {rom the Warren
fund, such as newspapers and document collections, will be in micro-
form of one kind or another.

This is not to say that books for the stacks will not be purchased.
As the occasion offers, additions will be made to scctions now relative-
Iy weak (local histories, for instance) while the occasional book
missing from a strong collection will be sought out. But in the final
analysis the book collcction classified in US is strong and well bal-
anced. No area of the country has been neglected; the publications of
all regional and state historical societics, and of many local ones, arc
to be found in complete sets.

In only one arca is the collection weak, and this weakness is delib-
erate, Many years ago the policy was established that the Hatvard
Library would not collece individual family genealogies. The great
collection of the New Ingland Historic (Genealogical Society in Bos-
ton is available to all accredited users of the Harvard College Library,
aud any attempt to duplicate this collection at Harvard would be inde-
fensible.

With this onc cxception few aspects of the political, military, social
and cconomic development of the United States are not abundantly
and in many cases definitively documented in the Harvard College
Library. Other librarics may have greater strength in certain specific
arcas; only the Library of Congress cxcels Harvard in its general over-
all strength, What was achicved at the Library of Congress was done
in part by action of the government; the Harvard achievement had
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Lrehind 1t 0111}7 the devonion and dedicacion of purpose which the na-
trion’s oldest institution of lcarning has inspired in her sons and fricnds.

As the first Charles W arren Bibliographer in American History in
the Havvard University Libvary, Mr. Riggs becanie responsible during
1066 for the dewelopment of an gcquisitions program in this subject.
His death on 27 May 16649, shortly after be bad finished wwriting the
foregoing article, aas a grievous loss to the Library. A brief biograph-
ical mote appears on page 420,
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