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Harvard Library Bulletin 

An Addition to the H~rvard Collectio11 
· of Fra11cis Barlow 

T HOSE ,vho read the article 
on Francis Barlo,\r1s Aesop in 
the Autun1n 1948 is.sue of this 

BuLLET1N,1 and are still curiol1s abo\1t 
this little kno\vn and highly ti\lc11:tcd 
Eng]lsh seventeenth-cenm1y painter 
and book .il1ustmtor, nrny be interested 
to kn o,v that a rare ,vor k of Ila rl o, •ls, 
Sir ,villiam Dennyis Peleca1.zicldiu1n: 
Or the Christi1J11 Adviser 11gni11st Sd[-
Alurder, London, 16 5 3-, has recently 
been pl a ccd on clcposi t in the D c part-
n1e nt of Printing and Graphic Arts of 
the I-Jar \'a rd Col }cge Li bra ry. Com-
pa red ,vith the sumpn1ous: Acsops of 
1666 and 1 68 7., -and the handsome 
Theopbihc of Ed,vard Uenlo\ves~ 1652~ 
Denn r's tu od est octa VO is as d j s erect a~ 
a "\\"Ork on suicide should be for a ~god-
f earing" sod cty. Il 11t i t:5 f ron t1s piece 
and tl\'O fuU-page plates ( one re-
p ca tcd) t :1 ll sign erl hy Harlow\ '1 re of 
disdncc artistic n1erit. The f rontispiecei 
d c picti n g a p e} i can piercing her breast 
to feed her young., perhaps expfoins 
the choice of l ~a rlo\v as iJ l ustra tor of 
this ,vork 1 since his talent in dra,,;ting 
anin1als and birds ,vas already \Vcll 
knolvn. On the other nandi the nvo 
text illustrations are con1p]ctely in the 
style of the in1aginativc: mystical 
dra,\•jngs for Uenlo,vesl 
published only the year before~ So 
.tnore probably the jatter consideration 

, vas the deciding one! particularly si nee 
both books ~eem to have been semi~ 
pri\rate publishing ventures+ 

The Pe I e cto 1 i c id irnn t 11 O\Vever i is 
111 u ch the rarer lvork. ,, 7hereas the 
Short-Title Catalogue of Books Printed 
in Eugln.nd .. 1641-1700 Hsts nvelve 
copie..i.i of the Bcnl o,i•c.s, it records 
only five copies of the Denny? and 
even this proportion maj" prove to be 
high+ 

lly happy chance, the 1,heo p/Jilir _iri 
the Dcparttncnr of Grapl1ic Arts js an 
excepdon:11 copy":! ,vjth 11 the Hiu~tta-
tjo.ris (sonic of \Vhich arc frcqucntlr 
Iacldng) and is jn a contemporary full 
1norocco presentation binding., ,vjth 
13 en t o,ves' arms on the covers j o gi1 t. 
The Pelecanicidinn1 is: no lcs.s notable 
a copy: n1 contemporary green n10-
rocc o gold too 1 ccl I the Ilrit,ve 1 l Con rt 
copy ... sold at Sothcby 1s 1 3 1\·iarch 192 3., 
lot 2 r Sr 

Thus these books forn1 fitting ad-
j un c..:: t.s to the grc at A csops d es-criLc u 
in th c Bu LLE.Tix article! and ,vith thetn 
provide a c_o1n pre h enst ve basis for the 
sn1dy of Bar1olv"s art+& 

PHa.1i1 Hor.ER 
2 Il 1879 .md D 105 t. 
8 &I\. d~ ta Lled :.1ccount of Sir 'V iU bn1 JJ euu r 

-and his Ptle.c011icidhnn appc2ts jn Corser s 
Collect,rtu1t I Pr. V, pp. 1 b'8 -194. l'1. collation 
nf he hook greei ng c,~n ly 1,y itl) the Har-
\·a rd copy fa g t\'cn in the So t.hcby c;1 talogue 
of the: 1-:Iuth s;1.le~ secorid portion., June 1911 1 

lot 2-331. 
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