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H ar-vard J_..ibrary BulJetiu 
ingly so distributed~ 1-vjth a sn1aU por-
tion go1ng to the H Ollghton J .. ibrary. 
The book p] a tcs of course co ntj nu e to 
indicate the source of the volun1cs. 
Roon1 H1 stiH 1..:110,,·n as the Lo,,Fell ..., 

Mcn1orial Roon1, no,v houses reserved 
bouks for scn1inar courses in the Ro-
nrn.ncc field. It is hoped thnt \\ 1frh the 

passage of tin1e the t'\\'O rooms:, Potter 
and Lo,veJl~ rnuy receive further de-
Ye lop 1 ncnt to\vard a fully rounded 
center and Hbrary for graduate ,vork 1 

thus senTing truly as n1emorln18 of the 
t,vo notable figures ··whose na1nc.s they 
p e rpen1 ate+ 

FRANCIS J\.1. RocERs 

The Sarto11 Collection. i11 the History of Science 

T HE collection of ,vorks in 
· the historj 1 and philosophy of 

science assembled by Dr 
George Sa.rton, and bcqL1cnthcd by hin1 
to Harvard Un1versit~'(1 \\'as presented 
outright during 1949. 1\10,v an .integral 
part of the I-Jarvard CoHcgc Library 1 

the collection continues to occupy 
roon1s IS 5 and 189 in \:Vidcncr, scn---
ing as a focal point for research~ and 
opcni as in the past, to all serious sn1-
dcnts jn the field+ 

Until the coHccrion has been fully 
ca tnl ogu edi n esti n1 te of tl1 c scope 
of its contents 11111st serve. There :1re 
~proximatdy 4)000 booksl I 51000 pa m-
ph 1 cts, and 1 00 1 ooo c rt rds, to gcrh ~r 
1vith ::i large col1ecrion of portraits and 
prints; a snrnll co1lectinn of medf!Is, 
and very cxtcnsi·vc archivcsr Of the 
hooks, s-orne 2,285 had been bought 
over the jrcars by the. c~rnegje lnstittl-
tjon of ,~l ashington for Dr S::'.lrton~:s 
u~e~ At its 1nceting of 2 o October l 9491 
the Executh·c Con1111itte:c of the Car-
negie Institution voted to give these 
volu1ncs-to I-Iarr·ard Univcniity. The 
announcernent of this generous gift 
,vas n1ndc to President Conant by Dr 
Vannevar Ilush, President of the Car-
negie I nstinuion~ in a letter of Octo-
ber 24 ,.,. hich contained the f ollrnving 

statc1nent: ~In maidng the gift to the 
Harvnrd l ... ibrary~ the fuecntive Cum-
1nittc .felt that acceptance by Har"ard 
,,·ou1d be r1ssurance o( preserving rl1c 
integrity of ~he collection.' 

As an ~ssemhlage prjmarily of ref-
erence books rather than of rare I )OOks 
or curiosirjes, the collection consti-
tutes a carefully construcled apparatus 
for the study of the hi~tory of science 
jn all periods and in nll ce:untrie.~. I)r 
Sarton, for cx~n1ple. has found that he 
can solve most of his prob]en1s - and 
espcciaHy those concerning ancient, 
oriental, and n1ediaev·al scjcncc -
\\rfrhout lcavjng the tu'0 room~. For 
hrs pll rposes, these rooins have been 
the center1 and lVjdener L1brary tl1c 
annex - albeit a very large ~nnex! and 
one that he has been lrnppy to find 
closing hin1 in. . 

1:'hc coll-cction ,vas begun jn 1912 

i TI ,~,. on d el gcn1 near G l 1 cnt~ . r~st 
Fl anders, n elgi urn I soon a f tcr Dr Sar-
ton had obtained his cl octora re j n 
1 na then1 at i cs at tI 1_c Uni ,re rs ity of 
Ghent nnd had begun the edirjng of 
Isis, the intcrnationa] qujrtcrly de~ 
voted to the history· of 5cfr~nce. The 
suhseque·nc dc,rcloprncnt of the field 
and the c oncomitnn t gro\vt h of the 
collection n1;1y be traced in the m:any 
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Notes 2 77 
pref aces to Isis (vo]un1cs 1 to 40) !t in 
the pref aces and in trod u cto1y chap-
tcrs of l)r Sartonis lutroductian to tbe 

' Hi.story of Science ( three voltuncs, 
192 7-48) 1 and in Studies nnd Rssnys in 
the liist.ory of Science and Learning, 
edited by .1\1. F+ Ashley j\-f ontagu, a 
Fest :r .c brif t pres cntcd to Dr S:.i.rt on on 
his sixrjeth birthd:1y ( H)44) 1 bur not 
published until 194-6. 

The arn!y of pan1ph1cts, reprint!',~ 
ctc. 1 is probably no\\T unrivaled in the 
field, since the d cstn.1 ct ion or di sp ersa l 
of the collection jn Ilcdin '"-hich alone 
exceeded it in sco pc. The ric l ln ess of 
the Harvard collection n1ay he ~tttri-
butcd to Dr Sarton's editorship of l sis 
for thirty-eight years! and the rcsu1t-
a.nt influx of publications f ron1 his-
torians of science! e-ns t and ,vcs.t, ,v ho 
,vfahed to have their "\VOrl{s li!ited in 
th c Critic a 1 Bj bl i o graphics of ls is and 
if possible revi e,ve d. 

1.~ he p:.1m ph le ts n re pres ervc<l in a 
set of son1 c six h u nd red large boxes, 
and a re cl ass L fied in the S:ilnl e ,va y as 
the itcnh in the Critical IliLliog-
raphi(s.1 Th~ f undatncnt~1 classifica-
tion is hy centurfo.s from the ninth 
through the fifth centurjcs 13.C. and 
by half~centudes from the fourth 
century Il.C. on. I tcn1s ,vhich cannot 
be classified in the cen Ol rin l "\Tay :are 
placedi if possible, in nnother serjes of 
box:cs, corresponding to Part II of the 
Cri ti cal Bib Ji o graph ks, under such 
hea<l1ogs as Egypt, ·Baby Ionia, Greecei 
Byz:antilun., Asia, Ind1a1 Chinll, J npan,. 
Israeli I raa 1 J Rl~rni etc. Items '"hich 
arc not adapted to either of the first 
t\\PO series arc pfa.ced in a third series] 

1 ·There ::me one or two Critical Bibllog-
rnp hies in each volume of 1 J 1 r, Th c gen c:ra.l 
phn was last explained in VoL XXXVI 
{ I9-l6\ :u-i3. 

either under Scic n cc in genera 1, or un-
der sue h sepil rate branches as Logic:., 
i\Jathemnt•c~, Astrononly, Physic...-;, 
Chc1n1stry, Biology, ~1.cdicinc, etc .. 
Each of these three n1ethods of classi-
fication js Sll b9r<linatc<l to the preced-
ing one: for example, n study of physi-
o ! ogy in the 5:even teen th ccn tu ry is 
chissificd under X\ 111-1, not \1ndcr 
Physj o 1 o gy j a rnemoi r on A ntl ,jc s-
rrun om y is ch1ssifict1 Hnucr J 5la111,. not 
u rH.1 er Ast ron 01ny. 

Dr Sarton's position as pioneer in 
the scientific study of the history of 
science and in ,'i.rhat has been ca11cd tl1e 
J'\le,v I-Io n1anis1n (the srody of n1'1n-
kin<l focused upon the dc,tclopn1cnt 
of science) 3 has brought to his files a 
vo]un1inous correspondence, including 
le ttcrs. f r01n nearly cvcr} 7 :s cl lo la r 
--working in the general field. l\1ost of 
the le ttcrs arc in English, F rcnchi 
G c rn1a n I I ta ii an, or Spa ni-s h, but rn any 
other b n gn'1 ges a re r epresen te d. The 
... ra b1 c correspond cncc fi ! ls :1 sc pa rate 
box. The 111ounting v~lue of these 
archhTesi as the year~ pa~:s~ for the 
tracing of the dcvclop1ncnt of thjs 
j111portc1nt 11E\V discip1ine, and for 
nu n1 ero u~ coll-a tcra l in vesti ga ti on."';, 
need not be stressed. 

Th us, th Tong h the gene fosi ty of Dr 
Sarto n and of the Ca rncgi c I nsti tu ti on., 
I-I arvard has acquired -n \1 ni q u c coll cc-
ti on .. which, ,vhile serving admirably 
the sp cc i al needs of scholarship in a 
particular field i also strengthens very 
significant 1 y j ts general library re-
sou rccs. 

:i: The lmxus devoted to the fin;t half of 
e.-.cl l ccn tu ry i ndn de .-. lso ice n~s conccnl ing 
the -,.,,..ho le of thnt CC! n tu r-y. 

~Cf, s~,·ton,. The Histor)' of Science aml. 
1f.,e 'Ji,,."'f e1!r I-lum,1nfrm (NC\.'V York, 19, r; znd 
td., Cambridge, i\lass.1 i 93J) 
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