DIGITAL ACCESS o0 HARVARD
SCHOLARSHIP sr HARVARD LIBRARY

DASH.HARVARD.EDU

Jean Bollack in English, a preview of
a foreword to The Art of Reading,
Part Il

Citation

Nagy, Gregory. 2016. Jean Bollack in English, a preview of a foreword to The Art of
Reading, Part lll. Classical Inquiries.
http://nrs.harvard.edu/urn-3:hul.eresource:Classical_Inquiries.

Published version
https://classical-inquiries.chs.harvard.edu/jean-bollack-in-english-a-foreword-to-the-art-of-reading-part-iii/

Link
http://nrs.harvard.edu/urn-3:HUL.InstRepos:40090732

Terms of use

This article was downloaded from Harvard University’s DASH repository, and is made

available under the terms and conditions applicable to Other Posted Material (LAA), as set

forth at
https://harvardwiki.atlassian.net/wiki/external/NGY5NDE4ZjgzNTc5NDQzMGIzZWZhMGFIOWI2ZM2EwYTg

Accessibility
https://accessibility.huit.harvard.edu/digital-accessibility-policy

Share Your Story

The Harvard community has made this article openly available.
Please share how this access benefits you.l Submit a story |



https://dash.harvard.edu/submit-story?publicationId=188a4f5a-ec62-4d36-bed0-07580c9b45d6

Classical Inquiries

Editors: Angelia Hanhardt and Keith Stone
Consultant for Images: Jill Curry Robbins
Online Consultant: Noel Spencer

About

Classical Inquiries (CI) is an online, rapid-publication project of Harvard’s Center for Hellenic
Studies, devoted to sharing some of the latest thinking on the ancient world with researchers and

the general public.

While articles archived in DASH represent the original Classical Inquiries posts, CI is intended
to be an evolving project, providing a platform for public dialogue between authors and readers.
Please visit http://nrs.harvard.edu/urn-3:hul.eresource:Classical_Inquiries for the latest version

of this article, which may include corrections, updates, or comments and author responses.

Additionally, many of the studies published in CI will be incorporated into future CHS pub-
lications. Please visit http://nrs.harvard.edu/urn-3:hul.eresource: CHS.Online_Publishing for a

complete and continually expanding list of open access publications by CHS.

Classical Inquiries is published under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 In-
ternational License. Every effort is made to use images that are in the public domain or shared

under Creative Commons licenses. Copyright on some images may be owned by the Center for
Hellenic Studies. Please refer to captions for information about copyright of individual images.

Citing Articles from Classical Inquiries

To cite an article from Classical Inquiries, use the author’s name, the date, the title of the article,
and the following persistent identifier:
http://nrs.harvard.edu/urn-3:hul.eresource:Classical _Inquiries.

For example:

Nagy, G. 2019.01.31. “Homo Ludens at Play with the Songs of Sappho: Experiments in
Comparative Reception Theory, Part Four” Classical Inquiries. http://nrs.harvard.edu/

urn-3:hul.eresource:Classical_Inquiries.




Classical Inquiries

Studies on the Ancient World from CHS

Home About People

Home » By Gregory Nagy » Jean Bollack in English, a preview of a foreword to The Art of Reading, Part Il

Jean Bollack in English, a preview of a
foreword to The Art of Reading, Part III

April 7, 2016 By Gregory Nagy listed under By Gregory Nagy Comments off  Edit This n t

Share This

This posting of 2016.04.06 is Part III of what I started in the postings of 2016.03.09 and 2016.03.30, which
were Parts I and II. In these postings, I preview the text of a foreword I am putting together for a 2016 book
containing twenty-seven chapters based on articles and essays by Jean Bollack, The Art of Reading: from
Homer to Paul Celan, translated into English by Catherine Porter and Susan Tarrow.

[Essay_continues here...]

CENTER FOR
HELLENIC STUDIES

HARVARD UNIVERSITY

T

Classical Inquiries (CI) is an online,
rapid-publication project of Harvard’s
Center for Hellenic Studies, devoted to
sharing some of the latest thinking on
the ancient world with researchers and
the general public.

Editor

| Keith Stone
kstone@chs.harvard.edu

Search for:

[Search ]

Subscribe Now!

&

AR o a - o F
Detail from the Nuremberg Chronicle (1493). Photo via Wikimedia Commons.

Subscribe to this site to receive email
Ch.5. “Reading Myths” (Bollack 1997¢) updates about the latest research—just

one or two notices per week.
§5. The intellectual rigor of Jean Bollack’s approach to the text leads him into debates with contemporaries

in France who were developing explanatory models centering on the very nature of myth in ancient Greek EU/EEA Privacy Disclosures
civilization. In this essay, Bollack trains his sights on two French studies on Greek myth, one of which is a
book by Jean-Pierre Vernant (1962; fifth edition 1992) and the other, an article by Marcel Detienne (1988). Email Address

Both of these studies approach myth as a phenomenon that transcends any instantiation in the form of a
text, whereas Bollack by contrast insists on the primacy of the text—and of the author who originally
produced the given text within its own historical context. In the case of this essay, Bollack focuses on two
of his favorite authors, Hesiod and Anaximander.

Subscribe

Now Online
Ch.6. “Purifications” (Bollack 2003)

§6A. Pursuing his insistence on the primacy of the text in studying any myth that is mediated by a given
text as produced by a given author, Bollack focuses here on the text known as the Katharmoi or
Purifications of the so-called pre-Socratic thinker Empedocles of Akragas (modern Agrigento) in Sicily, who
was a near-contemporary of classical tragedians like Sophocles. Reading this essay, we could easily be led
to believe that Empedocles is Bollack’s all-time favorite Greek author. And what makes the Purifications of
Empedocles so special? It is the nature of this text as a myth, which Bollack sees as something actually
invented by Empedocles. As Bollack puts it, the Purifications is a piece of poetry that literally “invents a
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myth,” and he describes this myth as “a new story that purports to replace all the other stories that have
ever been told, from Homer and Hesiod to the contemporary productions of Athenian tragedy.”

§6B. For Bollack, Empedocles is a social reformer who produced the text of the Purifications as a manifesto
for political action on a universal scale. As we read in the Lives of Eminent Philosophers by Diogenes
Laertius (second or third century CE), Empedocles renounced political deals that would have served the
interests of the aristocracy in his city, though he sought the active support of like-minded elite thinkers in
seeking a social order that transcended the polis or ‘city-state’.

§6C. This essay of Bollack explores also the complementarity of the Purifications with another celebrated
poem of Empedocles, the Peri phuseds—a title sometimes known as On Nature but better rendered as The
Origins. Bollack here engages in some lively debates with Walter Burkert (1962, 1972) and with Marcel
Detienne (1963, 1970) in the context of comparisons between the thinking of Empedocles and the thinking
of his predecessor, Pythagoras.
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