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Among Harvard’s Libraries

Doucras W. BRYANT (1913-1994)

The following remarks by Sidney Verba, Carl H.
Pforzheimer University Professor and Director of
the University Library, were delivered at the me-
morial service for Douglas Bryant, held in Memo-
rial Church on 4 October 1994.

S ome people are remembered for what
they did; others for who they were. Doug
Bryant will be remembered for both. He was
a man of great accomplishment, accomplish-
ments that can be seen here at Harvard, can
be seen in the British Library, and can be ex-
perienced around the world wherever schol-
ars work or people seek knowledge.

He accomplished much. Let me focus on
his work in the Harvard Library, an institu-
tion to which he gave twenty-seven years of
his life. Libraries are among the most wonder-
ful of human institutions. They exemplify
what makes us human, our ability to think, to
write, to record our writings as history and as
poetry. The Harvard Library is one of the
most wonderful of libraries. And it is that in
no small measures because of Doug Bryant.
He came to the Harvard Library in 1952 as
Administrative  Assistant Librarian under
Keyes Metcalf. Metcalf had for fifteen years
been molding a new library system at Harvard
to meet the many challenges faced by a de-
centralized library trying to keep up with
what was even then a flood of scholarship that
threatened to overcome the space and re-
sources of the library. Doug became Metcalf’s
right-hand man, acting as the chief adminis-
trator of this vast enterprise.

When Metcalf retired in 1955, Doug con-
tinued on as the chief operating officer, first
working with Paul Buck and then with Merle
Fainsod. In 1972, he became the Director of
the Harvard University Library and served in
that position until his own retirement in 1979.

During his years, he oversaw the establish-
ment of ten new library buildings, including
the Countway Library of Medicine and the

Pusey Library. At the same time the Harvard
collection grew from 7.2 million volumes to
about 10 million.

It is consistent with Doug’s passion for co-
operation and his willingness himself to par-
ticipate that he was an important figure in
library cooperative ventures. He was one of
the founders of the Research Libraries Group,
and he was instrumental in developing the
National Union Catalog of pre-1956 imprints
held in United States and Canadian libraries.
At the same time, he was present at and an
important figure in the beginning of library
automation: the Widener shelflist was re-
corded in machine-readable form, and a sys-
tems office—then called data processing
office—was created. He started the University
Library on a new path. At the same time, he
remained deeply committed to the book, that
most wonderful of all technologies.

I said earlier that Doug would be remem-
bered not only for what he did but for who
he was. He was one of the most decent
people I have ever met. “A decent person”—
a simple, almost hackneyed phrase—but
Doug exemplified the serious meaning of the
term. He is not the sum of his accomplish-
ments; he is more. Libraries, to which Doug
gave much of his life are at once powerful
institutions, important for how we think and
do research, for how we manage the world.
But they are also gentle and welcoming insti-
tutions. Doug, as a person, suited the library.
He was at once powerful and kind. He had
the strength to build and manage complicated
institutions—and there are few institutions
more complicated than the Harvard Library.
But he did it with kindness and gentleness. He
was a welcoming person.

I knew him as a mentor, someone who in-
troduced me to the complicated world of the
Harvard Library. He was a person on whose
advice I could always rely. Harvard and the
Harvard Library are the greater institutions
because of Doug Bryant. Those of us privi-
leged to know him are the wealthier as hu-
man beings because we had that privilege.
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June 25, 1924,
Dear Tinship:= ’

Your tales of the wonlers of the Clement Lidbrary heve set me dresm-
iag again adout an ides that I hewe Deen mulling over for the last %wo or thyee
yoars. iy vision is that we should aometime Dave something of the seme kind here.
I8 should not de to house the gif§ of ose individual ecollector. PFeople liks Mr.
Clemsat, and collections 1ike his, don't tura wp every day, and 1% would be fool-
ish % plan for & similer windfall in the future. "hat I &0 dveam of 1is & dem-
Siful duilding 1ike the Clement onme, in which we should store sll of our works of
great rerity and valus (exeept of oourse She Widenmer oolleciion). You kwew detter
than anyons eles what we possess snd how insuffisient our ssoomodation slready is,
and Shere is good resson 0 hope that cur sscessions of works of this sort, e
well as of others, will inovesss, Wt decresse, in mumber as the years go on. The
¥idener Bailding is and should be primerily for stulents and scholars of all kinds,
Wt & epesial Building which should conteis all we now have fa $he Tressure Nosn
and, in gemeral, the works dear to the dookelover, a place where we ocould keep
what we valusd most and show it %0 Shose who wouid sppreciste 1%, & spesial lidvrery
that would bde spokes of {n the seme dresth with the Clement, the Vevgan snd the
Joha Carter Byown (though covering a lavger general field) {s %0 me an idesl worth
cherishing, oves if 1% has g0t %0 remais only an ideal $111 some usknown future,
vhen & men of lmagination as well as of meens and generosity gste held of 1t and
2908 & chanoe of meking & splendié memerial . Ve might pat this enchanted pelase
s he raieed greund clove 0 Yidemer with whish it oould Be connested by an under-
7ound passags, and 1f 1% is as Demtiful se you say the Clesent is, ve used have
20 fesr of its Velng Gwarfed By the promimity. "hat thisk you of all Shis?

Yory sincerely yours,

Oeonge P. ¥im 'ARCHIBALD CARY COOLIDGE




