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A L ·c · - th· -· · s··t -. ··k -· i , M--· · M··._.. · - · -· aIC· Ed. ·· · --·t··,•' · · · · _ .11e 1n ~- e . , a.c s .. ··._ ,y . · .. us,1c . . ·. uca _1on 
l·n th·e·· Lo··e'-b, M--_ .. us1·c·· L1:·b·r,a-.. r·y··· 

. ' . . . . . . ·. . - ' :: . ' . . -· - . - . . . · .. 

H) H RE I l ·.; I a c]amberedl up th.ree nar , .-, ,w flights of stair · in se · rch of the 

actual mu ·ic of the Mus'ic Librar: > my par, ·n . trading behind m O

• Th·. only 
-memory I ha e of h's pre-frosh vi it to the da Kuhn ,· o,e , ·. 1ui Libra ·. 

t, 1 e : is.ion of di ·con __ rtingly o ang, · ,~t .,cks, and the p,ect _c].e of more mu i . than I 
, ould ,ev .r hope to tak in. ·. early tl . nty-eight Y· ars I. 1.t,er still! arning how much. 
is. . he e My mu. ica]. ]i 6 · fir t a an un , . rgradua.t. - then a · a. y,oung pr ,fes ional in 
Bo to ·nd now a. a performer and t,ea1cher of, .ar].y mu ic · ,w · mo .· i of it in . pir. 1t1on 

to my n ar .. dlaH '\\:rand rings among th s,e orange :h l es. 
1 • - · of l, ,e gr,. at · n1aH tr 1 u · pb ~-, ,_, f modern intellectual life is the idea or the op en 

tack . Th ca u 1 juxtap . .,·,tio11 of mater~· it the .udd .en gl, mps of · omethi · •. one had 
neve thought ,~ inve i ating b .fi , re made hbrary ·· :its much Hke b _a.chc, .mb"ng: 

s.om tin1es pr' cele _ tr -asure . ther time .· the dull wra. l\c of bad mid-centi1ry German 

ed··tion , like s. · much kelp. The chance I eighborhood ,of v, ilum,e · ofte·n pr · , , pted n1. 
:in ... 1me entirely ne, and r, _ ·. arding musical direc · n. 

In · a. t~ the geography • f tho e orang~ · hel . e 1 , . • traced m o,Nn mu ical car~ er~ 1 

•. till. regularly come back · n. my practi .. 1ng ·,, m.,edit t _ up , n the B .· = i, ·vioi in · ·equ -n z · > 

that ma t.erpiece of tbe la t c,entur .· (an w· ,": · can,t tha', be early Illtt ic n.,, w ·. ,o?) v. hi ,ch 

fil · rt met in the . iv, r. ized bin Mus 62.8.747.483 P'F) ri,ght it th top of the taint .· · d 

t . n immedi 1t1 l the left I one turn do ·. the tai'rs, r ,e spent 111anyyea cuUing the 

.rich ·. of the . ari u · D nkmaJ_ r! fir: t the D,enkmaler der onkun • .t in 10sterreich (Mus. 

405. 4.) and the I e· , kl~ aL 1 . • ut her , nkun t ( us 40,5 .4. 6 ) foHo\ ,ed by the more 
mysten ,ou .. mcu1un1 nt , for yet Snflalle, p ovinc_· of .. ermany. There I di cover -d the 

rny ter~,e .. -of Bib r, the sump~uous melan. holy of m 1.d-s,ev ·nt •a nth ·•· ·erman .rep,ertoire 
rk , · 'o .nn1iiller, and the 1nemorab1e . 1ria , of d ,elbach-an that survi. e of hi m 1n 

opera , ·.,ther · 'i , .. ·burn . in an eight ·enth -century library fin!·. I ca.n)t begin. to count the 
n un1b. r of o, · 1 1,. rt an · , ecording- that ha . e com · OU\t o · tho .. e volume,~~ , r Johan ll 
Caspar 1~-rll) l<vh ·,s, Missa i , fl tu ·" l rum>" wa · \\ dtten during the ag nilzing plague 
of Vienna in the 1680 .,. and s,er ·ed as a po,verftd AIDS benefit betwee· my -hamber 
··n .. mble and B, ··•·ton"s Schola :• .antor1un thr,ee hundr,ed ye r - later 

· ear them., th _ -~ ta ,ely v · ,lum · of . · usica Britannica ( .... ' 'u 40 ".' ~105) pro ided n1,e 

\-Vith m n concert of e trao d t n,, ry . em · Hke the· conso · . f f1 nld 11s •. c .. > and 

above all WilUam La, e '} th t lliott C: rte·r oft · e ,earl S uart: Fu.r .her dlol\1n the aiJe > 

he g, · ·n r: 1nk o· Polyphoni lYliric of th . . ourte. nth , entury (' ;u, 482"'35,) ffe:red ye( 

· arvard Library .Bulle·tin s 
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anoth r careees worth of mus· c: not .nly · he gen iu . , ·.f . and~.ni M . chau. 1nd Cioon · a, 
but th , · man 11 er a r the Italian £ourteenth ,c ntury- . ot. to memUon the 
O· . r . hermL g ., bn ti" , ,1_ the . outhern I' rench ars nova . . ·evera] C s an . perhaps 
ad · '.Zen d 1 ~ ·. rent con .. rt pr1 gram ·. h· ve been my own p1ersonal press1ngs from th ··.,e 
rt . h vin yard . And then o course, to the right · ti tch the alphabet~cal ranks . ( tl e 
compo . er ·. the ··· elve· . 

. iown. tai11 , 1 ·· h , p . rp etual l i. .ht rattle of he Sp;: lding .· o orris .hght-grids ( w h ch 
alwa· s .1 m.,"how put m in 1n nd of ice-cu.be tray .), nzy mu ical que ·ts .. re ~.ased 
by compos,e·.r catalog s .] mke t e imm· n ly u efW Httle green Table de conca,rdances 
of v · aldt work : ( L134.V7 R96) where yo 1 can actuJly ii 1 1re out wher · in th · 
_ nd!,e s · i ... ldi comp ,et. v. • k - : 1. ·· 1 ticw . r . • o -certo is. lurking. · s an unde ·graduate;, 
I · p1e t p,robabIDy t o mi, h ime porin. 1 v • · the mys.terit,e of Cotgra. J . intr~guing 161 
D,ictionarie of the French and English Tongues (PC2640 ... •2 · 7)~ and di·,·. 1v : . 1.1 11g in I h _ 
Dictionary of -iddJe· -ngU h Musical 11 rm'·~ ( M L1 o 8.. 3,) that I t a ppr 1_ priate · upon. 
a. fithel,e for to play / sta tip, , n te ,. garibl gay-al though to thi day r rn · ill 
~.ond _ · · 1g a .. ou , tho ·e ga ~ible · .. 

. s with any ild rues 1 one di cove·i on 1s personal path through each tbrar · 
that you w rk in. My 11exicographlical upb -ging: -wa··. rorm,ed b . · oeb). partL ular 
. ataloglling · tyle, the 1 .riumph of alphabef m ,over cat g ,ry.. o hi day I £eel ill-a -ea e 
when aced with the . 1gar:·, of LC mi .. sic , -_ tal . guin a: wiH ·. J librar · . put . 1 trio .· onat 
und - · 1 • o quart _ t , keyboard 11d tr ·· 1gs, or o.meth· n: y, -· els. ·? Wh_ mu t I tradg -
:a,,ck and ort . among the num rolog ,cal my t, -ries of g nr to comp· r c -.m . s•e· s~ 
_ rks) \V hen the·,~ could ( as ·with Harvard) aU li v t 1,gether in one i 11 , 1 .ediat_ my .gr.as .. .able 

oeu · ! 
Of c .1. r · . th_ y.st ha :t , n · ·1 art 'SJ wh' .ch I n1u t a. I tr,easure Th 

, a ional - ice p _ in the · , em (C ' alli-1 adara -1 amp·on- _abezon i a favorite 
t ough Bruckne ·-Britt.en-Bra · · rt ha its charm . as w, 11) to m,e ar wmp,ortant trac, · s 
of the development . in our nu1_ic> a , .i rv,.r comp · ers app .ar and older one ·· a e 
redis. overed. . e r sult for me i . le - c · n· u ion ·1 han Ul!trigue:. · t'. Hk peering ar . und 
the more monumen al bit of stat1 ar in a mu eum fi , .r th · ·. mal er (but no, less p. ec ·1 • us.) 
wor .... of art hi . den ·behind them . 

1 . • 1ver ti e year .,. rve watched thi . col ection grow · d change ]n my ri t y, ,r . 1. 

an undergradui 1t1 . a fu.cs·mil of ear·1 y mu ic ·was a jealou ly guarded ea~u·re,, a ·1d I 
l1e,arned to navigat ·he 1quiet m · . terie .· of l ham. t -· 1 d rar -item · l · e h . · j1 itnt ed'lion ·. 
between · , · .. ·. t and East G. rn1any of B. , h~·. ,concer · ·. :in auto,graph (Mus 627~ in sham)l 
or the wonderfu]l -·marbffled P ,-S edition: ( · .. us 405:~ -.15) of earl, · . entee th-centu y 
I aU n chamber mu ic . where I £ ll in lo I with th utrag:eou··. mu ·ica]. rhetoric of 
1 a io , a tello-and Larne 1

• fr,_,m th · nearb . ,Grove"s,. hat no on actually know · a 
, ing ab. u . · hi . · hado,Ary ·fig e. 

6 Golden u e: The Lo.,eb · u. ,c Library at 5 0 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. New Series Volume 18,
Number 1-2 (Spring-Summer 2007), 

n ird floor stacks! o b Musi Librar ,. 

ater~ a --p ·,_. ~-n and , . rl -- -us c publishing bee 1me more· common. I've :re_ oiced 
t, , find the beauf ,uny-p · .in ed , ·ud -Br,o -. fac i i iles , f coince·rti grossi by . ;and and 
. ·, reU · appear iI1 the general ta --k -, , . b ri . , • __ uld . uickly find them. for .. read-thr __ -ugh 

Uh new .members. o the 1ar.vard Baroque Ch mber '-1r--che tra. A tew _ ar . go> I 
pr pared a n - 1 , di ,ion of ,_ ,,arpentier\ r s Plaisirs de Ver ailles and hi Acteon fi ,r 
he .. arvard a 1- - u 1. -·oc1ety using .-e , ew Charpentier -•. uvre:s completes I Mus 

63,7.20~1)- ·mply and I e,cti ely,, a , py of Charpentier)s o · n n1efculou Jy-copied 
cahier._- 1n which he coHecte-d all hi• .. wod.i:-,. 

W 1th out all of the ,e r . - ur ,e - _ he c iocal ed i t1 n , the facsi n1.ile· ; t . 1e· m usico-
Iogi.cal e rt - 1ny \-vork with • tudents ,t Har · rd ·w ,uld ha - b · n imp • ·,ssi le. -_-ne of 
he mo · t wmportant le, son : for students disooverm ng th - • e e . r l .,er r,epert _ 1] r . : t -m,eet 

thi n,.u icon its own term ·>· no as trar 1. mitt, d by bad modem _editions, here aU the 
interp tation hey thi 1lc -·o u migh want (ph · . ing, dynamics, accent , fin erm.gs) are 
provi.ded r -ou, Uke those p 1. k_ t 1 ,i, d' nners ·wh -_ y1 u Jiu t need o add t ater. 

And even th - visual e · per1,ence of playing music fr--om fac · m le i - m r- than 
a mere· q uainm . -s. The informah in gi . n i rad .cally diff"erent and I beH--Vie· the 
,_ xp eri -nee , J pe 1 · orming it i · __ 1 rans armed as well. _ This may - -_ m a purely aesthetic 

choic··- but I do be]·1eve that p _ -pie play> ay~ ,eady -_ "v ,nt,een .h-centu y ItaHan music 
d Hf ere , -t]y v.rhen the . · ve h _ d to gath . r up the rhyth rn _ themsel e _ ar d c" r·tainl -· the 
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effec:t 1 , n Renaissance a - d ars nova per , orm .. n . e in \\ J, .· . ·• ng · ithout b di 1,e • · · ,. -lt 
im 1neasurab . . ) 

rv; ·al: ·, wa -ched the nech _1 chan e in therway , as the univ r ·ry a · knowled . es 
the ma · y mu . ic ·• of ,· ur g]l1 ,b . Th.,e mu ic of th . pa t w-nay well turn out to b. bu . on. , 
1 '. 1 1 1 hese,. and -ven p,e1 haps not th .• mo t important on -: a wrench in . ·d._ a for those ,of 
u commUt d to bJnging ., ancient .mu ,ic» back , · Hre;. but ~· . r at all an unhearnthy one. 
P _ rha. · · in he end j i i , better 1 • · - eg:ard ear y music as, y · t an ther eth n . mu iool, gy .. 
The pa·.t,, in fl ·,em ·n1orabl,e, word , f L~ .R .flartley ··s ·~ndeed a foreign country- they 
do thing · differ em 1- th :re. It's t i · ,ank to plao. · s Uke th · L eb .Mus· , ·• 1brary that we ca 1 
. till .. " : , r n to . pea •. th , moving and in pw ring mu·. ica]. l. 1 n u . g·e , of those incr, - · . ing~y 
foreign la cl . 

8 Gol1den Muse: The oeb Mustc Library at 50 
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