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A Racist Aristocrat i11 Bosto11: 
The Forgotten Testimony of 

James Trecothic Austin (1784-1870) 
Douglas C. Stauge 

s HF READ each page of the ubo]itionist tract, the Boston at-
torney's anger 1nountcd. A ,vhite ,voman had chosen to 
\vritc about social intercourse \Vith Negroes. She attended the 
sa1nc church that he did. This nctt1cd hin1.. A Unitarjan 

should have sho,vn 1nore sense than to print such trash .. In a burst of 
rage he seized ,vith tongs the volu1ne lyjng before him and Rung·it out 
his ,vjndo,v. The volu1nc ,vas An Appeal in Ftrvor of tbat Class of 
A'lnericans CaJ!cd Africans by· Lydia l\1aria Child. The man, the 
Attorney-General of l\1assachusctts, ,vas James Trecothic Austin 
(1784-1870)/ 

Austin \Vas born in Boston in "'aristocratic surroundings.,, He gradu-
ated second in his class from Harvard jn 1802 1 beca1ne the leading 
la,vy-er in J\1nss-3chusetts, and n1arricd Catherine Gerry, a daughter of 
the vice-president of the United States~ Elbridge Gerry. He edited Tbe 
E1nerald, a litcrar)r journal for Boston sophisticates .. For t\vcnt) 7 years 
he ,vas Suffolk County· attorney and ,vent to the State House as a rcp-
rcscn tativc and a senator. In 18 3 2 he \VBS appointed to the office of 
attorney-general of l\1assachusctt:s. Colonel Austin ,vas a member of the 
Board of O,~crsccrs of 1-Iarvard College, and of the A.merjcan Acaden1y 

· of Arts and Scicnccs .. 2 

1 Helene G. Baer, The H em-t Is Like Heave'J1 (Phil~d-elphia~ Universjty of Penn~ 
sy 1 van fa P rcss, l 964)., pp. 6 7-68. 

2 [uFra n ldi n 1 'J, uThe Old Suffolk Ben ch and Bar," newspa p e:r clipping (Boston 
Pub1ic Library); J1:unes. ~pear Lorjng, Tbe Hundred Boston Orators Appointed by 
tbe }dunicJJ,al Atttharities and Otber Public Bodier, F-ro'IJt 1770 to 18 s-1, 2nd cd+ 
(Boston~ John P+ Je~~ett & Co., 1853 )'.' pp. 471, 473; 1(Ja.n1c~ Trccothic Ansdnt Vic- 1 

tio nary of A nwri crrn. Rio grt1 p by I Allen Johnson and D um:a s i\-1 alone! ed ~. (New York: 
Charles Scrjbncrl's Sons, 1928-1958)1-!1 43 3-434; ~~James T. Austin/' Cyclopedia of 
Anzerir.mz Liter'1ture, Evert A. Duyckinck and GE:orge L. Duyckinck, -eds. (New 
\~or 1{: Char I cs S crib ncr, 185 5) 11~ 61. Austin Vr'Tote a biography of h.i s: f~ th er-in-law, 
The Life of Elbridge Gerry 1 2 vols. (Boston! '''ells and Lilly, 1828-1819). 
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As a devoted 1nc1nbcr of the prcstjgious Bruttle Street Church1 

Austin ranked high in the esteetn of l1is denomination. He personally 
vie,ved the congregation as "one of the most eminent fortresses of 
Chrjstian1t)r/' and obviously sa,v himse]f as its chief ,varrior und de-
fender~ ever ready to s~lly forth on a great offensive ,vhcncvcr 
necessary" ~'to defend order., justice! temperance, piety and peace.n 3 

And the greatest of these ,vas order .. Austin \Vas pre~eminent]y '~a 
la,v--and-order'' advocate. ''Love of order., and volunt-a.ry obedience to 
the ]a\vsH ,vcrc societyls guarantees for continued Jibcrty·.4 These goals 
\Vere best achieved \V hen socict}r)s elite directed jts forces to\·v2rds their 
attainn1cnt. Although the general tendency of America~s institutions 
,vas ''to brjng everything to one perfect Jevel of equa.lity/~ Austin 
cautioned I~Iarvard)s :finest .students, in 18 3 1, "to disp1ay and exert the 
po\vcr they possess.'' Something of a lay theologian, Austin sa\v in 
Icason and religion a laminated pair. Thus\ as reason determined one's 
dutjcs to man, religion den1andcd rcsponsibilit)r to God. Austin1 the 
c'sclf-assumed adstocrat~'' had no doubts that he excelled in both reason 
and re]igion. ""\\'ho docs not experience a holy and ennobling scnti-
n1cnt at the thought of the st1blime destiny, for ,vhich he \Vas created?" 
he preached. H\\1110 ,vill not glory in the image of the Creator in1-
pressed on the hu1nan mind and ~FEEL JN EVERY VEJN l>IVINITY/" tJ 

'''hile only a youth of fourteen years of age1 Austin had been 
honored for his oratorical skill. Being short jn stature) he n1ade his voice 
large und p o\vcrf ul to gain at ten ti on for the thoughts c n1anatin g f ron1 
his briHiant 1nind. Convjnced that an orator could be great only ,vhen 
he advocated a good cause, Austin 1 out of person9.l interest or ex 

8 James T .. Austin to Ezra Stiles G:inne;ttt Ro~ton 1 6 A1~y r83 lt .Austin to Gannetti 
Hrjghton, 24 October J 8311 Austin to Alex-and er Young, Boston, 10 May l83:2 
( Am eri c.a [l Uni tar i-s. n Association Letters, An dover-Harvard Theo 1 ogi~ l Library) ; 
Fr;lncis Parkman, A Dircoune Delivered in the Churcb i11 Brattle Square! on Sunday~ 
A:f~y J 18401 Occarir:n1cd by the Dea.ti> of Rev. John T. Kirkland + ... (Boston: John 
H. Eastburn, 1840 ), p. 3; Austin to John Gorh'1.m Pilfrcy, Bos.ton1 30 October 183 3l 
A u~tin to Palfrey~ 3 1\~ove n1 her J 8 3 , , Austin to Palfrey i [Boston] J ; December 
[1833 ], Palfrey to Austini [C-a.tnbridge], 5 Decemuer [ 1S 3,] (John Gorham Palfrey 
Papersi Houghtori Libr~ry, 1-Iarvard Uni\Tersity); James T. Ausrjn, ,cThc Duties of 
Educated 1\.·ien. An 0Iation before the Society of Phi Beta J{appa at Can1bridgc1 1st 
Septc1nber 183 l t p. 11 (l\1S. jn Harvard University Archives}. 

i Janlc& T. Austin, An Oratio11 1 Delivered on the Fourth af July, 182y,, at the 
Celebration of An:etitan Independence-, in the City of Bosto11 (Boston~ John H. 
Eastl>urn,. 1829)., 11, J 6. 

t. Austin! 1'Thc lJudes of Educated Men)' (note 3 ri.hove ), pp. 21, 17, 45-4-6; 1~0ld 
Suffolk Ben.ch -and Bar'' (note 2 above). 
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officio, thre,v himself into the center of a plethora of good causes. He 
attacked dc.n1on rnn1, belieYing intemperance crushed ''the prosperity 
of the ~ffiuen t/' and smashed "the hopes of the poor'\ condemned the 
violent n1cn ,vho put a torch to the Ursn]inc Convent; prosecuted the 
biasphemert Abner Kneeland.; and lashed out at the treasonous aboli-
tionists 2nd their fello\v travelers. 6 Austin knc,v all about s1avcry· and 
the la.,v; his for1nula for determining the r.ightness or \Vrongncss of any· 
institution or act ,vas simply to ask., "'Is it la,vf nl? D 7 I-Ic ,vou]d be the 
man ,vho ,vould make '~'i1liam Ellery Channing's antis]aver}r pil-
grim~gc a 'Oia dolorosa. Fon1enting insurrection \Vas treason and trea-
son a crin1c. It ,vas despicable that Channing, minister to the elite and 
sharer in an ~ristocratic fcl1o,vship, should be an abolitionist syn1pa-
thizer and thereby a fotncntor of insurrection, so Austin bc]icvcd. 

Austin"'s first assault on the Fcdcr~l Street pastor ,va.s his Renznrks on 
Dr. Cbrr,rniug's Slaver)'. By n Citizen of 1\1arsacbusettr,. in 1835. Austin 
,vas peeved that Channing used his office jn a ~~cathedral spirie' to in-
culca tc a11tislavcry· tea chi ngs. The Att ornc y-G·cncral dispu red those 
tcachings 1 but he ,vantcd it to be understood that in departing from 
Channing's directions,. he '\Vas not necessarily· committing "a breach of 
Christian dury·/ 1 He then presented three propositions: 

First. Public sen tin1 en t j n th c free States,. in rel a ti on to S Ia very i is p erf ectl y 
sound! and ought not be altered. 

Second. Public sentiment in the Slave--holding States, ,vhether right or not 1 

cannot be altered. 
Third. An attempt to produce any a]tcratjon in the public sentiment of the 

country.. \\'j 11 ca use great 2 d di tional evil-m ora] i social,. and poU ti caL 8 

By attcinpting to stir up the public 1nind,. Channing had in effect 
joined 1'that litt1c hand of fanatics \vhosc i1nprudcnt agitation has 

6 Loring (note 2 above), pp. 471, 475----476; James T. Austin, Address Delivered 
Bef.ore tbe Af.,rsac/Jusettx Society for t/Je SuppreHion of 1-nten;perrtnce., Aiay ;.7., , 830 
(Boston: john H. E-astbnrn! 1830 ), p. :2 6; Dictiont1ry of Auierican BiograpJJy, I, 
43 3--434. 

1 Edward Everett to James T. A usrjni Council Charnbert 7 January 1839 (Boston 
U nivcrsi ty Li Lrary) ; Austin qu otcd by \:\' en de 1] P hilJ i ps Gar .riso n and Fran ds 
Jackson Garrjson., lVillia111 Llo)·d Garriron 1805-1879. The Story of Hix Life Told 
hy His Chl/dren1 I (New York: The Ccnturr Co.,. 1885). 478. 

a [J ~mc-s-1". Austin JI R.e1:nar ks on Dr. C b..:1 n.n !n f/s SI a-very. By a Citizen of 
Afarsac/Jusetts (Boston: Russe]1, Shattuck and Co.i ~nd John H. £gstburni 1815 )., pp. 
4~5 w AT E. lvii Her reprinted A us tin" s tract in Char 1-eston, in l 8 3 6, and added a tv:o-
page postscript of additional critldsm of Channing; sec Re1ntl r ks . • . (Charleston: 
A. ET 1\1illcr, 183 6}, pp. 44~45. 
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deranged the peace of the con1munity/' Unf ortunatcly., Channing's 
influence increased the an1ount of trouble that abolitionists ,v-crc able 
to produce. There ,vere evils enough ,vithouc stoking up the dangerous 
'\,.olcano"'' upon ,vhich southern ,vhitcs Jived~ ..i..\.ustin to]d Channing 
to think not only of the "'ta,vny-co]orcd'' 1nothcrs in the South., hut to 
syn1pathizc ,v·jth the ,vhite n1others there as vtcU! '<_Affectionate ::ind 
generous assurance of reg,1rd1 kindness., protection, arc due to the ,vhitc 
lvon1an of education and virtue., to innocence and beaut)\ .. to the 
n1othcrs, sisters, ,vives and daughters of our o,vn race .. . n ° 

Abolitionists he]d prayer n1ectings, Austin continued, and ,vomen 
and '11ncn like ,von1en'~ 1net jn Hsccrct cone Jave.~.• Little children ,vcrc 
involved~ and tracts ,vere so]d to thern for their ~'gjngcrbrcacl"'" rnoney. 
''Foreign renegadoes1 , influenced the passions of the con1n1unity. 
(:hanning by printing his book bccarne equally culpab]e. Sooner or 
J at er j t , vo u 1 d reach the slaves, and, th ere fore, Aus tin exclai1n ed: 

I charge hinl-jn spite of his disc]aitncr-,vith tbe doctrine of INSURRECTION. 
He 1ncu]catcs the right of jnsl1rrcction on the \Vhole slave population of the 
United States~ It is jrrnn~teria] that he contradjcts himself. It is in vain that he 
u b ju res this act in absolute tcnns. 10 

Undeni3h1)~., Anstin ,vas quite prophetic and rea]jstic jn perceiving 
as he did the con1p1ete1y intr~ctablc narnrc of public sentiment in the 
South on slaver)r. 1""he jnstitution ,vas so jnrjmately connected ,Yith 
their ,vho]c socia] being, that only trcn1cndo11s, violent convulsion 
could de.~troy it. Yet, he anticipated son1c\vha.t less accurate]y· the state 
of the South folio\ving nn act of en1ancipation. Austin predicted a 
''dc]uge of crin1c.,., i a '' CnAos con1e ngnin, ~, the con1plete upheaval of 
Amerjca~s sociall civi], religious, and politica1 institutions. ''I speak to 
practical, experienced business n1en,,'" \vrote Austin, '\vho kno,v., hy 
actual contact, the { orce of hurn::ln moti'ves and the rage of hurnan pas-
sion, and not to the theoretical and secluded scholar, ,vho ,vould gi,,.c 
lessons in his study for the n1casure of a ,v hirl,vind .. '~ 11 

In his prognosjs of ho,v a freed slave ,vould actl Austin displayed 
sonic incongruous conceptions of the black personality.He painted the 
picture of a sensual fun-Jov"ing .slave ,vho desired only "''to eatt drink, 
dance, sing~ and s]eep., in idleness and ease.'' It ,vas the Hpeculiarity· of 
their character.n He ,varncd his readers to Jook to the blacks in the 

0 Ausdn, Reuu,rks ( I 835 )., pp. 5! 7• 
rn l bid., PP· 8, l 4. 
:11 1 hid., pp. 14-i;. 
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North nround them who had been freed4 They worked only enough 
to cat or to gratify "their appetites for pleasure.a And look throughout 
the South, ""they-are careless, thonght]ess, improvident, idle, and most 
generally vicious, vile, indigent and miserable.,,. But this idle fun-
loving people ,vere kept under control, Austin warned 1 by the su-
periority of po,ver of the master. The .slave could not be "a. safe citi-
zen,n -and nobody doubted that he ,vou1d cut his master,s throat if 
given his freedom. ,:vas Austin saJ"ing that when the Doctor Jekyll 
slave, singjng and dancing and n1aking n1erry1 drunk the cup of free-
don11 he became in1mediatel}r the in aster-murdering l\1r. Hyde? No 
matter, his conclusion simply adv1sed: 11'.lt jg not desirable that don1estic 
Slavery should cease in the United States. 0 l 2 

But ~uppose one thought that the blacks, once freed, \Vould emerge 
as intelligent, rnoral, and industrious ci tizcns, that is-i behave as ,v~1ite 
1nen? Austin \Vaxed mightily eloquent in commenting on such a slim 
po ssi hili t) 7 : 

They wou]d be negrocs still. T\vo distinct cfosscs of men could not live upon 
tern1s of equality in the same country and under the same government t • 1 

Is it su ppo5 cd they could amalgam ate? God forbj d ! .. . . There are those ,v ho 
see nothing disgusting in such an id ea.. But I fear 1 essl y aver that if this be the 
tendency and the resu1t of our moral refonnation, rather than our white S~xon 
race should degenerate into a tribe of ta\vny-co]ored Quadroons, rather than 
that our fair and beauteous females should give birth to the thick-lipped, woolly .. 
I tea d ed children of African fathers, rat her than the nice and delicate cha ractcr 
of the Am e1i can , von1 an, ,vhicl1 in its freshness and ks pride is at once the cause 
and the consequence of civilization, should be de h ~t~ed and degraded by such 
in dis-criminnte and beastly connexion, rather than the n cgro shou 1 d b c. seated in 
the hal1s of Congress and his sooty complexion glare upon us from the bench 
of j usticei rather than he should ming 1 c with us in th c f ami liar in terco urs e of 
domestic Jife and taint the atmosphere of our hon1es and fircsides1 -I ,viLL 
BRA \f E l\ 1 Y SHAlU: OF ALL THE RESPD~STBJL lTY OF KEEPING HIM lN SLAVERY .la 

Channing ,viscly did not respond to Austints Rernarks. Of the tv,.·o 
defenses of Channing 1s book, Austin bothered to rebut only one - an 
anonymous parnphlct pubJi.shcd by a Unitarian n1inistcr, George F. 
Simmons.14 Austin judged the tract dull and (1Uitc unequal to Chan-

l ibid.~ pp. 36-3 7, 43· 
1 s 1 bid.~ p. 4 .5' I 

14 [George F. Simmons], Review of the Renrarkr an Dr. Channing's Slavery1 by 
a Citizen of J\1.assachu.setts (Boston: James ~1.unroe & Co.~ 1836). The author of the 
second d cf en.se of Ch.1nnin gis Slavery has escaped identifica tjon. 1'1 e admitted to being 
ne1ther a Unitarian nor "any conspicuous abolhionist/' His remarks we.re prepared 
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ning's ,vork: pursuing Channing hrtd been the "gallant chase of the 
stag over hill and through stream. To follo,v this Revie,ver is but 
driving a skllnk through the bra1nbles, in ,vhich it is best not to come 
too near }1js tail_i, Once again Austjn repeated the chgrge of Channing 
collaborating \Vjth Hlo,v, vulgar, disorganizing r~bblc"~ ,v ho preached 
and pu h Ii shed i nsu rr e c ti on. Chun nin g, Austin J an1 en ted, put their ,; (vi 1 e 
phrases snd coarse language into soft, puret classical English.H 
Channing"s defender (Simmons) ,vrote that it i.vas a ChtJstian duty to 
free the s]aves. Austin countered that it ,vas a Christian duty to prevent 
j nsn rrection, to preserve peace, to guard our country ''against the 
irruption of a horde of demi-savage negroes; to protect the purity of 
our o,vn people and preserve uncontaminated the dignity and char-
acter of our race.)' Thcref ore 1 slavery 111ust remain. It is one of "'the 
great institutions of our country!' and could be removed as one might 
try to remove ~'2 satellite f ram the system of the universe.,_, Austin 
concluded by· saying, ''LET us I~EAVE THR SLAVE-HOLDERS ALONE.J' tti 

Austin's next off cnsivc against Channing ,vould be incidental to the 
public 1ne~ting in Funeuil Hall, on 8 December 183 7, called to discuss 
the Lovejoy Affair. Amid the deliberations of the meeting that fol-
lo,ved Dr .. Channing,s opening address, the little man rose and re-
quested to speak. Havjng received pcnnission 1 Austin launched out 
onto a sea of patriotic oratory. ,,r c ha vc assembled here "'under the 
forms of religious observances," Austin declared, and have expressed 
in language, though failing to state directlyi sympathy for the death of 
Elijah Lovejoy. This \Vas ,vrong. Lovej O)' had interfered ,vith the la,vs 
of J\1issouri ,vhosc people existed under the constant "-apprehension of 
nn insurrection~,, lie had established an abolitionist paper ,vhose ten-
dency ,vas to excite insurrection and n1urder. The people of 1\1issouri 
had -a.s much a right ('to be afraid of their slaves as ,vc shou]d have of 
[ csca pcd J ,v il d beasts of the n1 en a g eric. t' ] n I]] in o is, aero ss th c bard er 
from l\1 issouri, Lovejoy con tin u cd his pa.per ,vi th the po ssibili ry still 
of .uexciting a servile ,var .. '~ Lovejoy "'excited the passions of men, hy 
conduct un,vise, impolitic, rasht extravagant and unchristian/' and he 
got ·\vha.t he deserved. Then Austin covered Lovejoy and Channing 
together , vi th a b Ian ket of disgust: 

before the appearance of Simmons]" reply. but they could not be pub1ished until after 
it ha~ appeared; sec Extracts fro11, Ren1arks an Dr. Cbannin.g".s Slavery,. witb Co11"1-
ments1 by an Abolitio12ist (Boston: D. K. Hitchcockt 1836), pp. 3, i 1, 55. 

_1~ [James T .. Austin)! Reply to tbe Reviewer of the Reu1arkr on Dr~ Channingis 
Slavery (Boston: John H. Eastburni 18.36 ), pp+ 5~ 8--s,t 16. 
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I have as litt1c sympathy for a n1inistcr of the gospel ,vho is found, gun in hand, 
fighting in a broil ,vith a mob as: I have for one ,vho leaves his pulpit to mingle 
in the d cha res of a p opu ! ar ~sscrn h 1y, 111 matters that do not con r,; em hi 5 sacred 
office. In either situation he is 1na,-vellously out of pl11te. [I] ,voulcl caH on the 
Reverend Gentleman, =3.t ,vhosc applicndon this meeting ,vas assembled-if he 
tn ust l ca v c the a ppro pr fo te sphere of a min istcr of the gospel, a.nd mingle in the 
strjfes of party·-to teach here those great lessons of chrjstian moderation and 
mil<lness1 tbat regard for other peop]e,s rights and feelings, and that respect and 
sy1npathy for the unfortunate condition of our free fello,v citizens in other 
States, ,vhich are true ductrjnes of Christian benevolence and good ,vill to all 
mankind.16 

In concluding, ~i\.ustin con1pared Lovejoy's attackers to the patriots 
of the Boston Tea party. They ,vere )USt trying to destroy the ~'aboli~ 
tionist conspirators' ,, ne,vspaper, an instrument of insurrection that 
threatened their lives. The abolitionist press, Austin declared! pursued 
"a system at v_ariancc ,vith the faith of the nation, and eventually sub-
versive of the Union, and the existence of our conunon Republic~ Let 
it go on, and [it ,vill] fil] another J\1ississippi ,vith hu1nan blood.J' 11 

Having finished his speech, Austin strongly desired to move the jn-
definite postponement of the meeting., and thought there ,vere prescn t 
enough peace-loving people to gain passage of such a 111otion. Yet, the 
cxcitcn1cnt in Fancuil Hall ,vas too intense. He looked around hitn at 
the frenzy on both sides. The abo]itionist party ,vas there in full force. 
A1l2ny ,vhitc ,vomcn ,vcrc in the building. 1""he faces of both Negro 
n1en and \von1cn could be seen. In disgust, Austin left the han.1s 

The follo,ving year Harvard re,varded the Attorney-Gener-al of 
l\-iassachusetts \vith an honorary Doctor of l..ra,vs degree. A us tin could 
,veJJ believe he led conservative opinion in Boston, but alrcfl.dy forces 
\Vere at "\Vork to pluck this aristocratic speck f ron1 the Co1nn1on\vealth's 
eye. Austin's popular i t) 7 di tninish c d as l 1 is verb a 1 excesses in ere a scd His 
days \Vere nun1bcrcd. I-Ic still had titnc, holvcver, for )rct another 
charge at Dr. Channing4 

In a 77-pagc response to Dr. Channing's Letter to Jonathan Phillips) 
ts J a tncs T. Austin i Spee c b De livered in Fane uil H al!1 Dec e11rber 8 i l 8 37 5 at '1 

Meeting of Citizens Called on the Petition of JVillia1u E. Cbanning and Otbers 
(Boston: John H. Eastburn, 1 8' 3 7) 5 pp. 6---91 1 l 1 :2. The copy in the Boston Public 
Lihrnry '"'as Austin is gift to Ed ward Evcrc tt. 

l7 Ibid~, PP· ]] ' ] 3· 
16 I bid "l p. 1 3. By imme dia tel y 1 ea -ving the ha\ l, Austin 1n issc d the Icbuttal of 

Wende 11 PhH Ii ps which he j aspired. He discovered on 1 y later that his speech had pro-
du c:e d the .first pubHc testimon.y by a recent convert to the enemy: one of the finest 
converts radical ~bolitionfats ever gained. 
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jn r 839, Austin claimed that Channing,s logic led "to an eventual con-
nection bet,vecn the races at ,v hich the soul sickens \Vith loathing and 
disgust. n Although Channing denied repentcdl y any affinity to the 
abolitionists 1 he ,vas unconvincing. I-Iis ,vritings related hi1n to the 
n1 o ven1 en t that s tro vc for '~un para I lcl e d L social] re vo 1 u tion.' l Passing 
off haJ f of the a.bolitionjst cxcite111ent as due to the "apprehensions of 
si]]y \Vorncn/ 1 Austjn called upon An1erican citizens to realize there 
\Vas ''no hjghcr 1nora1it)r than that ,vhtch enjoins £dclity to contracts.)' 
They had a contract to upho]d slavery, let them aH honor it. I)o not 
push and .shove for emancipation: ''If an institutio1~ [ I ike .slavery], 
\vhicl1 under the tnJ:stcrious dispensation of Providence has existed 
since the ,vorld stood~ js to cease before the \Vorld ends, Providence 
itself ,vilJ indicate the ,vay .'1 J\1ayhe~ God's solution Jay jn co]onization. 
Austjn ende<l ,vith a furious outburst of his raCJSt anxieties. He objected 
to the possibility of a ,vhitc la,vyer practicing bef nre a b]ack judge. 
I-I e resented ,v 11i tcs n1arryi ng Negro es in n 1assa c hu.se tts. The "1i p urj ty 
of the Ang1o Saxon b]ood'' ,vould be ''permanent1y contaminated,, by 
social equality. Austin disclai1ned any· racism on his He only held 
these vie,vs because he believed preferences given to ~tour o,vn race1 ' 

insured the continuance of the happiness of the ,v hole people. 
\Ve do nDt call it prcj udice. Distinction bct,,rccn the races has sound wisdom 

for its basis. 
1"'hc ncgro is Jjffcrent from the "rhite man, not in color onlyt but in features:i-

hair~ an eri~ l nd an a tom ica l f onna.tion I son1e anilnal functions, and "·"hate ver 
there i:s in the instincts of physical nature. 

If God has n1 ade of one blood all nations of the earth, he has made th em of 
diff crcn t skins and s1.:: u 11 s I comp] cction s and physical ch a racteL 

I-I e in tended to n1ark thcmt th at they might be kept separate. . . 1..~/ e ha. ve 
nothing to do no\v ,vfrh the question about equality. Vlc say only th:3.t they 
arc different~ B et\vecn the black and the \\J' hi tc races a rn ark is p] aced for per-
petual distinctiont and he \\ 1ho dares to break it do,vn, he ,vho gives the s~nc-
tion of th c 111 arri age conn cc ti on benve en the t\VO race.st comes under the spirit 
of a curse., d enou need by the la ,v·gi ver of Jerusalem and '"'a 11 the people shal1 
sa_ J' amen.,.., lD 

Becoming so ohnoxiou~, even tu conservative Boston, Austin had 
provoked dcn1ands that he retire fron1 office. But he refused to heed 
then1. A decade of successive annual appointn1ents as attorney-general 

1~ [J an1cs T. Austin], Review of tbe Rev. Dr. Channing's tetter to Jont1.tban 
Phi/lips t Esq. on. tbe Slavery Question (Boston: John H. Easth urn._ 1 SJ 9), pp. 4, 6t 
8--9, ! 6:t 24i 73~74. 
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l~acist Aristoctnt · 43 
had given Austin nn aln1ost per1nancnt hold on the officct and it \Vas 
difficult to get rid of hin1. U nablc to abolish the man, the citizens of 
J\'Iassachusetts simply abolished the office - an act accon1plished by 
the Jegjs]atnrc in 1 843 .. '''hen it ,vas reinstituted in 1849, Austin ,vas 
not reinstated~ It ,vas as if the divinitJl that he had claimed to feel in his 
veins no,v seen1ed to be dr-aincd fron1 thenL I9iis n1ind became im-
paired. His great voice ,vas silenced~ His hand no longer penned 
diatribes against abolitionists nor against those ,vho~ he thought, shared 
their 

2"() ,iOld Suffo]k Rench and Barn (nole 1- above); Dictionnry of Aniericn.n 1li-
ograpby. I, 43 3~434; Acts and Resolves Pas red by the General Court of .A-fa.rrac/Ju-
setts! in tbe Yearr 1843,. , 8441 1845 (Boston; Dutton and l\renrnror:ch:. [845 ), pp~ 
6o----61. 
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