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NOT-ES 
Tl1c Cataloguing of Ma11uscripts 

i11 tl1e f-loughto11 Library 

XTI-IOUGI-1 the rnanuscript re-
sources of Harvard University 
are ~ca_ttcrcd th rough mu ny 

Ii bra rics, n1 ost of ti lC 111 cdiacv al n1an u-
scri pts :.u1d the 1 argest concentration 
of lite ra T}r and hi.stori ca 1 rlocu me nts 
are housed in the 1-Ioughton Library. 1 

1\vo years ago., ,vhen the l\'lanuscripr" 
Department ,vas crea red as a separate 
unit ,vithin the Houghton L1br:1ry, the 
greater part of the n1ateria1s ,vith 
,vbich it had to deal fell into nvo n1ain 
groups. i\,I an u scr j pts \V hie h had b cen 
in the 1i brary pr ~or to 1940 had been 
ca ta logu ed according to a variety· of 

1. In Decen1b~r:t 194~ tn-e A1anuscript De-
pr:1.rtment p rep;1 {e d ~n d dist r iLu ted ~Cat9.-
lo gu cs and Guides tu l't.1a11usc:ripts at I-Iar-
varcl; :t typed outline in p:ut compr~siHg a 
checklist of th c repositories of 1na fluscri pt.s 
i Cl tll e Un; 1,Te l'sity. Copies of th is nutl ine may 
lm ct.m u l ted at the ref eterLcc des l.:.s in "\"\rid-
encr rind Lamout; in tl~c Hougbton Hc.1ding 
Room; on th~ hri dge beti.vc en 1V i dener and 
Hou ghtt:m; and jn th f:'! a ffice of the D cpart-

, mcnt~ The most impo nan t col I cctions other 
thnn th llt ~d min ;st~re rl hy t l 1 c .l\·fo nllscrjpt 
De panmcnt r1. re lo r.a ted 1 n the: TI :.l ker l ,i hr:l ry 
o( the Bu~inc.':S Schoo]~ tho Law Schuol J...,i-
brac-y1 the Uni,·ersicy Archi\Tcs~ [he I-Ia.try 
Elkins ""\Vjdcncr O>llcction i the Theatre Col-
lect~ on] c'LUJ the Foundc.rs Roo1n CoHcction 
at Dumbarton 0::l.l.:s. These are all seJilratch~ 
cMalogucd and scparatdy !itaffed. ln addi-
tion, rn tiny of t [,e sp c: cfa I I ibrar i cs contain 
varying a.mo t:n ts of man u~cri pt m:.l.te rial Sll c 11 
::-s fie1d notes:, rcpons~ dt:i.\\·ing:-i""~ m-aps1 <a.nd 
charts. 

tn ctho ds and by a varict~,r of st.and ards, 
but ,vith a f e,v exceptions they- ,vere 
available to the scholarly public 
through card~ c at:alogu es1 calendars, 
and 5_he 1 f ~lists. Those rccc i ,-ed 5ince 
i 940 had b ce n recorded but not cata-
logued,· and they ,,•ere a.vailable only 
through accessi o_ns-lists and files not 
genera 11 y op en to the pl1 h Ii c and of ten 
ll n kno,vn to those ,vh o 1n ig ht profit-
ah l y have used then1. Besides these t\vO 
n1ain groups there \Vere Yarious small 
parcels and co] le ctions not proper 1 y or 
completely recorded anY'vhcrc: for 
cx:an1 plci the Ch-3 r les E] i ot Norton 
papers ( at I-Iar\Tard since l 9 I 4t largely 
sorted but never ind cxcd or cata-
1 o g uc d) nn<l the A my Lff\vcll a 11 to-
g rn ph collection (sorted and partly 
recorded) Y Jn addition, foriner ca.ta-
loguing po1icy had scattered numerous 
rnnnuscripts through shelves norn1~lly 
containing printed books. Th1s con-
ditjon ,vas a l1andica p to the staff of 
the Houghton Reading Roorn, ,vho 
111 u st ex crcisc sped al precautions in 
controlling rn an user j pt n1 a tcri al~-

The re "'as thus no established stand-
ard for cataloguing 1nanuscript'i, no 
one pbce ,vhcre the manuscripts ,vcrc 
physjcaUy brought together~ and no 

2 lllesc coHcctions have now be-en cata-
logued. 
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single catalogue Vlhcre one might find 
inf orn1a cion even approaching com-
pleteness concerning 1-Ian,ard)s re-
sources.. There ,vere so n1a.ny cata-
logues and in dexes to consult tlrn. t it 
\Vas not uncommon for even experi-
enced readers nd staff-members to 
neglect o nc or an other of thcrn~ J\1 u ch 
good ,vork had been done on the col-
1cctions1 but the lack of a continuing 
tradition had brought n disunity ap-
proaching chaos as its co nsc q ucn ce. 
Sin1 pl ifi ca tj on and co ns:oli d a ti on \vcrc 
obviously to be the pritnarr objects 
of the Department's efforts. The pu r-
P ose of th is note is to tell ,v hat pro-
g rcss has been made along these lines 
and to outEnc the policies shaping the 
future course of the l\1 an uscrj pt Dc-
pa rtm en t. 

Ideally there should he a single carn-
Jogue for the reader to consu1tj and 
sin cc non c of the cxj sting c ata Io gucs 
could be elevated to th.is role ,vithout 
very extensive al tern tion s, a nc,v 1\ 1a n-
u sc dpt Cata 1 o gu e ,vas created. This is 
a card cata]ogue located on the bridge 
hctw·ccn Widener and Hou g:htont and 
it wjll eventually supersede nll the 
other catalogues of the n1 an uscri pts 
jn the Houghton Libra1y and include 
at least simple references to n1anu-
sc rip t.~ in other libn1ri es in the Har-
\'ard con1 plex. 

Fonner cataloguers had cfo:ssj fi cd 
n1anuscrjprs by linguistic and geo-
graphic areasJ generftlly nun1bering 
th en1 se r i ati 1n under ea ch category~ 
Despjte some dnn\~lmcks~ thi~ sy~tem 
bas the vj rtue of lending itself to com-
pact :1 n d efficient shcl vi n g in :1 closcd-
stnck Ji brary, and so it has been l'e-
tained ";ith a very fc\v modtficatLons 
designed to ~]imin-acc so111c anomalies 
and j nconsistencies. Several ne,v ca te-

go r jcs have been esta blishcd) no tn bl y 
!\1usic (lvlS Mus), Canadiana (.l\1S 
Can), and Graphic Arts (il\-1S Typ)-
For convenience in shelving1 the col-
lections are divided into boxed and un-
b oxed n1a teria l, and ,vi thin the 1 atter 
group they are arranged by size -
st;1.ndnrdi f olio1 and portf olio.3 

Retention of the old c]assification 
syste 1n also m cans th at much of va 1 ue 
in the earlier cataloguing can be pre-
served and used concurrently ,vith the 
ne,v. ,vhere expedient or advisnhle 
(usually in the addition of nrntcrial by 
the same nu tho r or of si tnila r ty pc) the 
old cataloguing fa re,dscd, but no 
1 argc-sca le revision is c:.: on tern pla red .. 
The first duty of the i\-1 an used pt De-
pa rrn1en t is to make ai~aih1ble those 
toll ecti ons for ,v hie h no proper and 
access:ih]e record pre\Tiously exfatcd, 
and such nrn.terials naturally take pre-
cedence Ol'Cr those \vhich may be 
found by ref crcncc to some est ab-
lishe d catalogue. 

Another basic decision jnvolved in 
set g up the l\ 1.a nu script Ca tn logu e 
stems from the belief th11c the reader, 
_as n spc.ci al is t~ "'j 11 expect to be guided 
to his nm. tcria] b1:1 t not told all about fr, 
and that he ,vill prefer hjs o,vn con-
el usi ons to those of the catalog ner. 
Theref o :re col ia.tj o ns and other d cscri p-
ti ons a re · ex-pressed in the s im plcst 
te nns1 nn d in general the Catalogue is 
regarded as a finding indexL l\1 ore 
d c tail cd d cscri pti ons of spec [ fi c i terns 
can be suppHcd on request. A1ain 
headings are in strict conformity \\'ith 
lhe usage of the catalogues of pdnted 
books in \Videner and Houghton+ Be-

Boxed rn atcrj al i:, ill d ic-ated by a J ow cr-
ease CL' prm:::cding the !ihdf-rn-a.rl-:; LP and 1pr 
arc prefixed to the sh tl f-mnr1~s of f o1 io ~m d 
p o.ttf o~ lo rn an user j pts. 
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yond that, the idc al is fl c:x i bi 1 i ty of 
trcrttrnenti on the principle that the 
very ,vide diversity of n1a terial in tl le 
collections should not be and cannot 
be subjected to a. sing]e inyndable set 
of 1·ules. 

Th ere are three main ty-pcs of n1 an-
uscript to he dealt ,vith~ each requir-
ing j1s 0\1rn spccjal techniques for han-
dling and description. First of all there 
are th~ codices and other n 1a n uscri pt5 
\\·hich are n1ost conveniently consid-
ered as hooks. These, bound or in 
cases~ a re of nJl sizes and a] 1 p criods, 
ranging f ro1n a f rag m cnt of papyrus 
to the 1n an uscrj pt of a modern ,v ork 
of litera u, re. Tj 1c cata l ogu c d cscri p-
ti on of such items includes the author's 
name, ,vhcn jdcntifinble; the title; the 
scribe, ,vhcn idcntifinhle; and the place 
and date of ,vriting. Square hn1.ckets 
enclose any of this inf on11ation sup~ 
plied hy the cataloguer. The collation 
records n1 ere1y the nu 1n b er of folios 
(f.) ,vhcther h]ank or not 1 2nd the 
nutnber of pa get; (p.) r.:ontaining sjg-
nificant nrn.rks. No attenipt js nutde to 
indicate the relationship of blank le::rves 
to those containing ,vrjting; tl1c c-0lla~ 
tionnl inforn1atjon is designed sin1ply 
to indicate the hulk of the rn:inu~cript 
and to assist in the rapid estimne of 
charges for pl lotostnts or Jll i cro fi] ms. 
AU 1nanuscripts are assun1cd to be on 
paper unless other 111aterial is spccUicd, 
and to be ,vritten jn the language of 
the title u n lc:Ss othc r,v is e indicated. 

If several ,vorks arc included in the 
same cod ex., a tab le of con ten ts appears 
on the catalogue card and each ,vork 
receives approprfate added entries. The 
description may then go on to jndude 
brief notes on the binding, the kind of 
script en1pl oyed, and the il 1 u n1i nation 
or other dEcorationi if these points 

,va rra nt attentj on. Proven a nee .is rcc-
ordc d on the verso of the ca mlo gue 
card and also in the Houghton Li-
brary's cx-libris catalogue. 

All codices lacking foJja.tion or 
pag1nntjoni or incorrectly foliated OI" 

paged, a re { o 1 ia tc d by th c /\·1 n use rip t 
Departn1cnt ,vhcn they arc catalogued. 
1'hese foliation nu1nbers arc ,vrittcn in 
pencil on the lo,ver left recto of each 
leaf~ and nurulicrs JD this position are 
to be rcga rclc d as offi ti a 1 even "'\V hen 
other series of nu1nbcrs appear clse-
,vhere on the leaves~ In 1·efc1·cnccs to 
a specific foiio a superscript (v' denotes 
vc n:;o i other,v is e recto h 1,1 ndersto od. 

Another avenue of approach to the 
e~rly nu1nuscripts in the I-loughton 
Library is through Sey1nour de Ricci's 
Census of 111edie-val and Renai.unuce 
A1nJ111rcrijUS (Ne,v ''{ ork~ · I 93 5-40 ), 
,vhich describes tnost of H arvard)s 
holdings acquired before 1934. A sup-
pletnent_ to De Ricci is no,v being pre-
pared £or publication, co jncludc ac-
cess ions through 1949. Typed sheets 
for Harvnrd 1s section of the su pplc-
n1ent ntay be consulted jn the Hough-
ton Reading Roon1~ and they arc kept 
up to date as additional 1nan uscri pts 
are recejvcd. A card index of this 1na-
tcti:1l by chite ~nd country is main-
tain c d in the i\1 an u script D cp n rtn1 en t. 
fjnaHy, the she1f-1ists niay prove usc-
f u l b eca u sc they g ro11 p 111a n user I pts by 
language. 

"'fhc s~cond and by far the largest 
category of nrnnuscript is composed 
of co lle c tio n s of p1'i'~,ratc pap crs a.nd 
correspondence~ In most cases, bound 
ind exes to tl 1 c indi vi du ul co 11 cctiuns 
are already to be found in the I~Iough~ 
ton RcaJing Ronm. Ev-entn~Uy aU 
such collections ,vill be indexed. Cor-
respondence is norn1ally arranged al-
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phabctica.l1y by correspondent and 
then chronologically, but strictly 
chrono 1 o gica l · a rrang cn1cnt 1na y be 
employed ·when occasion den1and5. 
Each collect ion is ca refu 11 y su rvcycd 
before it is indexed to detern1ine \Vh~t 
trca tn1cnt n1a y be 1nost su 1ta.blc, :1n cl 
,vhen fe~sible the advice of interested 
scholars is solicited. 

If several 2ddressees are involved in 
a sing le corrcs_p on d ence, cross-index-
ing is provided.. An jndividual nun1-
ber \\rithin the collection lS assigned 
to · every i tern. Thj s nu n1 bcr J s pen-
ctlc d on the piece itself and typed 
upon the Jabcl of its protecti\Te fo}dcr:t 
prov j ding a p crrnancn t ref e rcnce and 
a sin1p]e n1eans of keeping the co1lcc-
tion jn order. 

Each piece listed in the index is suit-
ably descrilled ns ~ntogr~ph, 111'::lllU-

script ( otlicr tl1in the han<l of the 
authQr}~ or typed 1 as the cnsc 111ay be. 
The description th en goes on to state 
""hEther or not it is signed; its ad-
dressee; its pfacc of origin and date .. 
Sq u:1 re b ra.c: ket~ enc! ose inf onna ti on 
not e:,,;plicit jn the itern nnd suppHed 
by tl 1c ca t9 logu er. In except ion a 1 cases 
the sub1ect n1-:lltcr of an individual 
letter may be noted. 

Collationa] descrjptions of letters 
and sn1al1 unbound n1anti:;;cripts have 
been sirnplified. The nu1nbcr of sheets 
or separate pieces of p:1pet (s.) is re-
corded, rcga rd iess of size I s hap c~ and 
rn anner of fol di ug; and the nun1ber of 
pnges (p.) containing significant n1arks. 
... f his j n formation is the ,n in im1im nec-
essary to identify the iten1, cnab]c the 
staff to hc1ndie it cfficjcntly, and pro-
,dde a basis for estimating charges for 
pliotography~ 

AH these details arc contained .in the 
typed indcxcsi the ref ore the cards jn 

the l\1anuscript Catalogue arc gener-
ally restricted to the shelf-m:::i.tk ,vith 
item numbers, a state111cnt of the bu]k 
of the 1naterfol involved., and a refer~ 
ence to the index in ,vhich fuller ju-
formation may be fouad. For exan1ple1 
one of the cards under H .. uskin reads; 

bt'1'1S An1 1088. 1 

(43,8-459) 
Rus1dni John, 1819-1900. 

i i letters to Susan (Se dg"V ic k) N o.rton. 
See index to Norton family pa per.s. 

Added entries .ui-c pnn~j<lcd for the 
n d d ~essees, so that it ,vi11 be p ossi blc 
to approach a. correspondence from 
either side~ a convenience not pre-
viously uff ordcd by the c~tnloguing 
at Harvard. 

Such con1preS.1.ilOn results jn consid-
erable econon1ics both of space :1:nd 
tinlci \Vhile the indexes in book f orrn, 
\Vhich n1ny be used in the Reading 
R.o on1 ,v j th the papers th ems el vcs:t a re 
far handkr gutdes to the indivjd-,_1al 
coUc.ctions than a detailed and curnbcr~ 
son1e ca rd ca ta lo gu e. A gni de to these 
indexes ,viH one day b c a dcsi d cr:1 tum 

a }j st c haractcrizin g the con ten ts of 
each collection by its geograpbical and 
c]uonological hounoarles., ]eading sub-
j-cctsi ~nd n1ost in:tportant persons. 

The th1rd category of 11tauuscript~ 
consists of single l~rters and s111al1 
n1anuscri pts 1.1 n rel '1 ted to other i n1-
P orta n t groups of n1 ateria 1. These arc 
~rrangcd together alpha.bctjrnlly jn one _ 
btgc Autograph Fjlc. ~T'he descriptive 
tern1s en1ployed in indexing papers in 
the sc c ond category· arc also used for 
these manuscripts, ,vit h this di ff eren cc: 
the full description appears of ncccs-
~i ty on the catalogue ca rd. 0 nee mo re 
added _entries are provided for addres-
sees, :ind su h j cct en tries are 111ore 1 b-
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era 11 y e1np loy edt since n1any of these 
pi ccc.s a re n1 ore j rriportan t for their 
subject n1 a ttcr th an for t l 1 eir \V ri tcrs. 
Because such a fiJe is self-jndexjng it 
niay · rerruily be consulted by staff 
1ne1nbers in search of a spcci1nen of a 
given hand. lt reader need only spec-
ify ,vrjtcr, nddrc..s.sce,. and dratc to call 
for a letter ,vhich he hns located 
through the f\1anuscript Catalogue. 

A f C\l' sttttistics \Vjll give son1e idea 
of ho,v these. incasures , .. ·ork out in 
actual practice. During the firs c 
t\\rcnty u1unths of its existencei the 
1\.1 an u script De part1 n en t cata 1 og ucd 
24,725 letters, 43 7 documents~ 107 
dra,,~ings (including sjx n1aps ) 1 and 

6 60 codex-type man u s-cri p ts~ a tota 1 of 
25,919 indi,.,idual pieces. These are an 
described and n1ade available to read-
ers through approx-in1ately 10,500 c~t-
alogue cards~ includjng a11 c~rds for 
added entries, supplen1ented by 12 

typed indexes. The experiente of the 
I\il an uscri pt D c part1ncnt so far lea J s to 
tl 1c con cl usi on ch at this: ra tc of com-
pression can be maintained and pos-
sibly surpassed. At the sarnc tinrn the 
co 11 ecti on s \Vill bee 0111 e 111 ore ea.si 1 y 
accessib 1 e and the catalogue a TI1 ore 
po\ver f u l and versa ti 1 c i nstra n1 en t j n 
the hands of the research ,vorker. 

lV 1 LL r At\ 1 I -:I. Boxo 

Fragn1ent of a11 Egyptia11 Book of tl1e Dead 

A:I Q"J\,TG tl1e J a.n1es Freeman 
Clarke n1anuscrjprs in the Iiar-
,-o.rd College l ... 1lJrary i~· n f .tng-

1ncnt of an Ew.vpti~n Book of the Dead 
\Vhich ,vas purchased in Thebes in 
1874r This papy1·us (i\1S Typ 48; Plate 
I) has hitherro 1·e111aincd unkno\\'tL It 
is "\vri tt en in g oocl cu rs i v·e hiero 
glyphic hand that c1osely rc~·en1bles 
documents of the early E1ghtccnth 
Din ascy. It belonged to the Scrib c 
Scn-n1es 1·v hose nan1 e a ppc ~rs near the 
top of the colun1n to the right of the 
t,it10 ,Tertical lines ,vhich <li,ride the 
tc:xt into t,vo pnrts. · j\1r T. George 
Allen of the Orienra 1 Institute of the 
Uni vcn;ity of Ch ic!l go has b ecn kind 
cnou gh to inform 1ne that bis Ii st of 
seyeral hundred documents hearing 
passages from the Book of the D cad 
does not contain this name. Tr ,vould 
scern, then, tlrnt the rcnrn.i nd er of the 
papyrus is TI o t very Jikel y to exist ju 

an)"'" co Heed on kn O \Vil at present. 
-The nan1e js an 1u1common onei sug-

gesting in .its construction that of Sc n-
mu t, the great official 2nd architect of 
the te111 ple of Dei r-e1-lla ha i-i under 
Qnccn Hatshcpsut, or that of hjs 
brother Scn-1n en. It occurs a f e,v 
tin1es in the Eighteenth Dynasty, and 
f\1r Alien M1gge5rs to nle our scribe 
n1i_gbt pnssil,1y be tl1c nun of tllc san1e 
nan1c kno,vn fro1n the 1nscrjprjon on 
one of the funerary <.:on~ 11·1,ich on~e 
dccor..-l.tcd the fafa.dc of his to1nb. On 
the cone he js called iScrjbe of the 
Counting of the Cattle of Amen.} l lt 
secn1s certain that n1orc extensive titles 
have been red~ced ro the simp]e cscribet 
here, since only an important rnan 
,vonld have been able to possess a 
papyrus of suc:h fine quality~ 

JG. l}:J.rcssy-., ~Rcccuil de couc-s fune:r:-.ircs/ 
in .Jf hnoiTes of the i\ 1 i.,s ion A re h eo I ogiq ue 
f ram;aisc au C..il re, ·v111 (Paris 1 1 89 3 ) , 2 7 3. 
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