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Table 1: Valence regarding genomics in 640 most cited articles in highest impact 
journals, across 13 disciplines, 2002-2011 

1. Number 
coded 2. % Positive 3. %

Negative
4. %

Mixed

5. % Neutral
or no

occasion for
valence

A: most consistently optimistic among articles with valence
Criminology 31 45% 0% 0% 55%
Economics 13 15 0 8 77
Psychology 107 29 5 2 65

Ethics 106 43 15 13 28
Political science 31 21 11 0 68

Sociology 36 17 8 4 71

B: most consistently pessimistic among articles with valence
Ethnic  and racial

studies 26 0% 35% 46% 19

Cultural studies 5 0 20 80 0

C: Most evenly split among articles with valence
History,

philosophy, or
sociology  of
science and
technology

81 17% 17% 14% 52

Cultural
anthropology 102 7 6 2 86

Law 28 39 29 11 21

Average percent -- 21% 13% 17% 49%

D. Biological Sciences
Biology 38 32% 8% 5% 55

Biological
anthropology 36 6 0 3 92
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