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The First Black Index: Albert P. Marshall and
A Guide to Negro Periodical Literature

Richard Newman

n the current African-American cultural, literary, and academic renaissance,  RicHArRD NEwMAN is

a number of important new reference works have already been published — Research Officer in the
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or are in various stages of creation and production. The reason is that Black : i T
X . : f : : Afro-American Studies at
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educational system at all levels, from grammar school to graduate research, and is |k 1 new edition of the

being expressed in all forms, from traditional books to the latest electronic slave narrative of Harry “Box”

systems. Black Studies, in fact, is pushing the boundaries of the best current  Brown, will be published in

scholarship in a number of fields. We have discovered that the lost African 2002 by Oxford University
Press.

American chapters in our history and literature, the social and behavioral
sciences, the plastic and performing arts are not only intrinsically exciting but that
they cast significant new light on the whole American experience. In this con-
text, the need for more and better scholarly tools is obvious and apparent. We
need to remember, however, that before the present explosion of interest there
were innovators and pioneers who worked in indifferent or even negative envi-
ronments to create the black reference works that brought us to the present.
These became the foundational building blocks that made future research possible.

In February of 1941, Albert P. Marshall, a twenty-seven-year-old African-
American librarian at the all-black State Teachers College in Winston-Salem,
North Carolina, self-published, with some financial assistance from the North
Carolina Negro Library Association, the first issue of a new quarterly magazine,
A Guide to Negro Periodical Literature." Marshall's Guide was the first index to black
serials ever compiled. The late Dorothy Porter Wesley, who had been librarian
of the Moorland-Spingarn Research Center at Howard University, recalled it as
“a great breakthrough” in the long struggle to collect, organize, and make
accessible in a systematic way writings by and about people of African descent.’
Like such book collectors of African-Americana as Arthur A. Schomburg,
Marshall had both an informational and a political agenda. “It is our effort,” he
wrote in the early days of his index “to give more permanency to the vast

1 Biographical information throughout the paper comes The Infonmer: For Recruitment of Minonty Librarians 8:2
from a variety of sources: telephone interviews, 22 and (June 1982): 1-2; “History Making Librarian Leaving
23 June 1992; Show-Me Libraries (July 1969) 8; “Albert Ypsilann,” The Amn Arbor News, 4 May 1991.

P. Marshall, Libranan,” Faith Magazine 1:7 (December 2 Telephone interview, 22 June 1992.
1952-January 1953), 3,8; “Albert Prince Marshall,"
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amount of information currently appearing in Negro journals.” But there was
also an underlying racial dimension to this work: “My concern is to let people
know black people made history, too.™

Marshall, who had begun the project in 1940 while he was still assistant librarian
at Lincoln University in Jefferson City, Missouri, indexed the leading African-
American periodicals of the day: Crisis, published by the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People; Fort Valley [Georgia] State College Bulletin;
Journal of Negro Education; Journal of Negro History; Opportunity, the journal of the
National Urban League; Phylon, published by Atlanta University; Quarterly
Journal of Florida A and M College; Quarterly Review of Higher Education Among
Negroes; Southern University [Louisiana] Bulletin; Virginia State College Gazette,
West Virginia State College Bulletiny and Wilberforce University Quarterly [Ohio].

Note was taken in the black press of Marshall’s achievement and its usefulness
in facilitating research.* The positive reception of his index led Marshall at the
end of the first year to add nine additional titles: Atlanta University Bulletin; The
Informer, published by the Urban League of Pittsburgh; Journal of the National
Medical Association; The Kentucky Negro Education Association Journal, National
Negro Health News; North Carolina Teachers Record; Progress Record, issued by the
Negro Organization Society of Virginia; The Whetstone of the North Carolina
Mutual Life Insurance Co.; and The Wiley [College| Reporter.

To create his index, Marshall adapted subject headings from the Readers Guide
to Periodical Literature and wrote citations on 3 x § cards which he filed in a shoe-
box. He typed mimeograph stencils, ran off copies, and mailed the Guide (in an
original edition of one hundred copies) to a handful of subscribers. The yearly
subscription rate was $2.70, with single copies of the first three quarterly issues
for sale at 40 cents each. The fourth quarterly issue, which consisted of new
entries cumulated with those of the first three issues, could be bought separately
for $2.00. Purchasers of a year’s subscription also received a loose-leaf notebook
in which to file their copies. At the end of 1942, the second year of publication,
Marshall announced there were more than fifty subscribers for the regular issues,
and an additional fifty for the cumulation alone.

Entries in the Guide were arranged in a single alphabet, with authors and sub-
jects interfiled. Book reviews, arranged alphabetically by author, were amassed
under “Book Reviews.” Reviewers’ names were included in the citations.
Poetry was also gathered under the entry “Poems,” but poems were also listed
individually under their authors’ names. Fiction was included and identified as
such, as were editorials.

The cumulative issue of the Guide in 1942 took on something of the nature of
a periodical itself by including an essay, “News-Print Horizon and the Negro”
by T. Thomas Fortune Fletcher, a former journalist, but then Marshall’s
colleague as associate professor of English at Lincoln University. Fletcher noted
in his article that the popular white magazines were including more articles on
African Americans. He attributed this to white discomfort created by a national
war effort for world democracy that was inconsistent with American unwilling-
ness to permit Negroes the exercise of their rights at home. Although the

3 Guide to Negro Periodical Literature 1:4 (November 4 Ypsilanti Press (28 February 1900), 3A.
1942), [ii]. s Tampa Bulletin (25 January 1941).
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number of articles and the amount of information in both black and white
serials appears small in comparison with today, both Marshall and Fletcher
recognized early the coming expansion of black writing and publishing.

Marshall issued A Guide to Negro Periodical Literature until volume 3, number 1
(February 1943) when he entered the U.S. Coast Guard in the middle of World
War II. Two numbers appeared following Marshall’s discharge from the service
in 1946, but by that time a few black periodicals were being indexed in standard
resources, and Marshall therefore ceased publication. Periodicals indexed in the
final issue (January-March 1946) were: Crisis, Ebony, Journal of Negro Education,
Journal of Negro History, Monthly Summary of Events and Trends in Race Relations,
Negro, Negro College Quarterly, Negro Digest, Negro History Bulletin, Negro Traveler,
New Vistas, North Carolina Teachers Record, Opportunity, Phylon, Pulse, Quarterly
Review of Higher Education Among Negroes, Service, Southwestern Journal, and
Virginia Education Bulletin.

For reserachers today, one of the rewarding aspects of Marshall's Guide, and
an important one, is the number of obscure, little-collected, and discontinued
African-American serials that he includes. Who today is familiar, for example,
with Pulse, Service, New Vistas, Negro Traveler, Informer, Whetstone, Sphinx, Ivy
Leaf, or Oracle? Until the large and comprehensive bibliography of black period-
icals collected and edited by James P. Danky and Maurcen Hady of the State
Historical Society of Wisconsin and published by Harvard University Press is
widely disseminated, few will even know the existence of many of these rare
sources.

In 1950 the library staff of Central State University, the African-American
school in Wilberforce, Ohio, decided to continue Marshall’s Guide by indexing
black periodicals for which no other indexing was then available. Recognizing
Marshall’s initial work, Central State requested permission to succeed him, con-
sidered continuing the use of his name, and acknowledged his original creation
of the index.® Central State librarians compiled, edited, and issued quarterly in
pamphlet form the Index to Selected Negro Periodicals Received in the Hallie Q. Brown
Library, College of Education and Industrial Arts, Wilberforce. The title was changed
to Index to Selected Periodicals in the spring of 1954.

In 1960 the Central State library sought funds to publish a cumulation of the
index in book form. They were unsuccessful, but they contracted with G.K. Hall
& Co., the Boston publisher of library catalogues. A 1950-1959 decennial cumu-
lation edited by Charlotte W. Lytle was issued in 1961. G.K. Hall & Co. also
took over publication of the quarterly issues of an expanded Index, and then
issued a second decennial compilation in 1971 entitled Index to Periodical Articles
by and about Negroes. This cumulation was broadened by the inclusion of citations
to fourteen additional serials compiled under the direction of Ernest Kaiser by
the staff of the Schomburg Collection of Negro Literature and History in New
York, now the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture.

Despite these publications, the coverage of African-American periodicals
remained inadequate. Albert Marshall’s guiding principle, as well as that of
Central State’s Index, was not to include any serial indexed elsewhere. A title

6 Charlotte W. Lytle, ed., Index to Selected Penodicals Crrmlation 1950-1959 (Boston: G.K. Hall & Co., 1961) [i].
Received in the Hallie Q. Brown Library, Decennial
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added by another indexing publication such as the Readers Guide was therefore
dropped and discontinued both by Marshall and by Central State. As a result,
overall coverage of black serials was scattered, inconsistent, and incomplete, and
has remained so. Particularly unfortunate is the gap between Marshall’s last issue
in 1946 and Selected Periodicals’ first issue in 1950.

So, too, did the inclusion of African-American material in other indexing
publications remain inadequate. F.W. Faxon Co., which published the Annual
Magazine Subject Index beginning in 1907, included Carter G. Woodson’s Journal
of Negro History from its founding in 1961, but indexed no other black serials.
There were, of course, in the Annual many relevant articles in non-black peri-
odicals that remained unidentified as African-American, especially articles on
state and local history, one of Faxon’s subject strengths.

In 1980, the 250,000 entries in Faxon’s Cumulated Magazine Subject Index 1907-
1949 were scanned, and the one thousand or so African-American entries were
identified and pulled. Articles on black subjects appeared in 174 of the serials
indexed by Faxon, but not in the 162 others. Subject coverage of the pulled cita-
tions was expanded, and the resulting bibliography was issued by Garland
Publishing, Inc., in 1981 as Richard Newman, Black Index: Afro-Americana in
Selected Periodicals, 1907-1049.

In a related project, ABC-Clio published in 1974 under the editorship of
Dwight L. Smith some 3,000 abstracts of articles on African-American themes.
These were taken from America: History and Life, 1964 to 1972, and from Historical
Abstracts, 1953-1964. A second volume containing 4,113 abstracts of articles on
African-American subjects was issued by ABC-Clio in 1981. These were selected
from the 48,500 bibliographic entries comprising the database of America:
History and Life from 1974 to 1978 where nearly two thousand serials had been
surveyed.

Given the significance of Marshall’s pioneering work, who was the young
librarian with the vision to imagine an index of black-based periodicals and the
energy and competence to create it? Albert Prince Marshall was born  September s,
1914 in Texarkana, Texas, the son of Early Marshall, a carpenter and railroad
laborer, and Mary Bland Marshall, a native of Muskogee, Oklahoma. In
Muskogee he attended the Dunbar and Agency elementary schools. Sometime
after Early Marshall’s death, his mother moved to Kansas City, Missouri, where
Albert graduated from the segregated Lincoln High School.

While still in school and working part-time at a local branch of the public
library, Marshall made the decision to become a professional librarian. The
branch librarian was a white woman, Priscilla F. Hurd, who took an interest in
him and urged him to make library work his career, as did the children’s librar-
ian, Capitolia Jones, an African-American woman. To overcome Marshall’s
reservations about entering a profession he perceived as essentially female, they
sent him downtown to meet a male librarian, Purd B. Wright, head of the Kansas
City Public Library, who also encouraged him.

In Kansas City, Marshall was influenced not only by librarians, but also by a
number of prominent local African Americans. He interviewed the agronomist
and inventor George Washington Carver when Carver visited his high school,
and Marshall was impressed by Carver’s refusal of Henry Ford’s large financial
offer to leave the faculty of Tuskegee Institute in Alabama and come to Dearborn
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to work for Ford. Hugh O. Cook, Marshall’s high school principal, who was
related to the distinguished Cook family of Washington, D.C., was a role model,
as was Chester Arthur Franklin, editor of the Kansas City Call. Marshall met Hale
Woodruff, the artist, who wvisited friends in Kansis City, and a young Roy
Wilkins, then a Call reporter, who became national head of the NAACP, fre-
quented the library. These people, Marshall later said, “made me feel like I
wanted to make my imprint upon the times that I lived the same as they had
done.™

Marshall attended Lincoln University in Jefferson City, Missouri, from 1934
to 1938, receiving an A.B. in history and English. He spent the next academic
year at the University of Illinois in Urbana, where he earned a B.S. in library sci-
ence in 1939. Marshall continued at Illinois, completing an M.A. in history in
1953. He also pursued doctoral studies in history at the University of Missouri.
On June 12, 1941, Marshall married Ruthe Langley at her home in Appleton
City, Missouri. They become the parents of a daughter, Satia M.Orange, who
entered her father’s profession as a librarian. She served as librarian at TransAfrica
Forum’s Arther Ashe Library in Washington, D.C., and is now director of the
American Library Association’s Office for Literacy and Outreach Programs.

During his undergraduate years at Lincoln, Marshall was a student library assis-
tant, as he had been in the Kansas City Public system. Following receipt of his
B.S.L.S., he was invited to return to Lincoln as assistant librarian. Here he began
in 1939 his Guide to Negro Periodical Literature, taking the project with him to the
State Teachers College in Winston-Salem, where he served as Librarian from
1941 to 1948. Marshall worked in University of Illinois libraries while he was a
graduate student, and in 1950 he was appointed University Librarian at his alma
mater, Lincoln’s Inman E. Page Library. Born in slavery and a graduate of Brown
University, Page was the first head of Lincoln Institute to have the title of pres-
ident. He served from 1880 to 1898. Marshall saw the need for a new library
building at Lincoln, a vision he communicated to a student, Liz Briscoe Wilson,
who later became University Librarian herself. A spectacular new facility was
dedicated in 1997.°

In 1969, Marshall was appointed Director of the Library at Eastern Michigan
University, Ypsilanti, where he became the university’s first African-American
administrator. Three years later he was named Ypsilanti’s Dean of Academic
Services. In 1977 Marshall was appointed Professor of Library Services, a post
from which he retired in 1980 as Professor Emeritus.

Marshall maintained a life-long active involvement in a variety of professional
and community activitics. He served on the Executive Board of the American
Library Association, and he was president of the Missouri Library Association as
well as editor of its Quarterly. He edited, also, Library Services Review, and founded
and edited from 1947 to 1948 the Index to North Carolina Literature which he
intended to cover everything published within the state. In 1966, President
Lyndon B. Johnson appointed Marshall to the Advisory Committee to the U.S.
Office of Education on Library Development. Highly regarded within the field
of librarianship, Marshall was a candidate for president of the American Library

7 “"Conversations with AP, Marshall and Howard plement 2

Winger,” National Librarian 7:1 (February 1982), sup- 8 Inside the Page $:2 (Sprning 1997), 1
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Association in 1971, and was later awarded an ALA Distinguished Career
Citation by the Association.

Marshall was appointed to membership on Mayors’ Commissions on Human
Rights in two cities: Winston-Salem, North Carolina, and Jefferson City,
Missouri. He was president of the Missouri Conference of Branches of the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. He worked with
Child and Family Services of Washtenaw County, Michigan, the Michigan
Heart Association, Rotary International, where he was District Governor, and
his historical interests led him to the Ypsilanti Historical Preservation
Commission. Marshall was a member of Brown Chapel African Methodist
Episcopal Church, and of Alpha Phi Alpha, which elected him to the fraternity’s
Hall of Fame in 1964.

As librarian, administrator, and into his retirement, Marshall maintained a full
schedule of research, writing, and publishing. An early article reflects his profes-
sional interests and commitments: “New Demands on Negro College
Librarians,” which appeared in the Quarterly Review of Higher Education Among
Negroes for October 1940 (and which he dutifully indexed in volume 1, number
1 of his Guide). In 1966, Marshall wrote Soldiers” Dream: A Centennial History of
Lincoln University, which was published by the university. The title refers to the
fact that Lincoln was founded just after the Civil War by a small group of black
Union army veterans. W.E.B. Du Bois remarked that Lincoln had the most
romantic beginning of all the black colleges. The African-American soldiers real-
ized that the future of the newly freed African Americans depended in substan-
tial measure upon their access to education, and they realized further that blacks
would have to provide that education for themselves. A supplement to Marshall’s
book, The Soldier’s Dream Continued by Antonio F. Holland, was published by
the Unmiversity in 1991.

Following his retirement, Marshall formed his own publishing enterprise,
Marlan, derived from his and his wife’s surnames. Its first publication, in 1989, was
a booklet, The Real McCoy of Ypsilanti, a biographical sketch of Elijah McCoy,
the African-American inventor of lubricating devices for heavy machinery.

Marshall’s largest writing and publishing project was Unconquered Souls: The
History of the African American in Ypsilanti, a soft-cover book of 167 pages, which
he self-published in 1993. Marshall’s 1nitial interest in a history of Ypsilanti’s
Brown Chapel A.M.E. Church led him to the larger study, for which he was
supported by the Michigan Council on the Humanities. In Unconquered Souls,
Marshall tells the story of Ypsilanti’s 160-year-old African-American community,
populated originally by free blacks and escaped slaves.

To recount the black Ypsilanti story, Marshall presents narrative accounts, lists
of residents, and anecdotes. Using city directories, census records, newspaper
clippings, old photographs, and personal interviews, Marshall’s research reveals
that many of Ypsilanti’s nineteenth-century black citizens were originally
escaped slaves who had fled to freedom in Canada. Census records report that
their children were born in Canada but that many families returned to the States,
usually for economic reasons, in mid-century. Ypsilanti had, according to
Marshall, a certain spirit of toleration, although it was never, he admits, “the ideal
place for blacks to live.”

Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. New Series Volume 11, Number 2 (Summer 2000),
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The profession of librarianship did not protect Marshall from the realities of
race and racism in America. When he first attended American Library
Association conventions, for example, blacks were segregated into separate
hotels. He felt “somewhat embittered,” he once admitted, “by the fact that I had
been in many, many interviews for jobs where, when they looked up and saw
me, I was rejected.”

Struggles against racial injustice, however, gave Marshall “something to fight
for,” and his memories were not all negatve. Discovering white librarians who would
support their African-American colleagues was a pleasant surprise: “I remember
Archie McNeal who used to be the head librarian at the University of Miami in
Florida. He had this southern accent, this drawl. But that man came over to our
side and fought like the devil for the same things we were interested in.””

Albert Prince Marshall is a pioneer, and an important one, in the organization
of basic resources that make possible the scholarly work of African-American
Studies. “Bibliography is the foundation of scholarship,” Betty K. Gubert of the
Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture once wrote;' that is true, and
she might well have added that indexing is a close second. In saying, “My con-
cern is to let people know black people made history, too,” Marshall echoes the
same sentiment that motivated giants of the profession like James deT Abajian,
Jean Blackwell Hutson, Ernest Kaiser, Monroe Work, Arthur Schomburg, and
Dorthy Porter Wesley. Marshall’s contributions and achievements elevate him
and his work to their level and status.

However innovative and important his personal achievements, however, A.P.
Marshall would be the first to agree that the real significance of his Guide is that
it made accessible for the first time the contents of the major African-American
periodicals of the early 1940s. This was a critical period; it was between the time
when freedom was in the air because of the ideology of World War II, and the
smashing of legalized segregation by the Supreme Court’s Brown decision of
1955. Researchers in Black Studies know that in the search for primary infor-
mation, there is no substitute for black publications, the newspapers and maga-
zines and journals written, edited, and published by black people themselves.
The number of black serials that were never collected, that have been lost, and
that are not indexed even when copies are extant and available is as astonishing
as it 1s discouraging. That the number is not greater is one of the major contri-
butions of Albert Prince Marshall's A Guide to Negro Periodical Literature.

o o o
Albert Prince Marshall died at his home in Ypsilanti, Michigan on March 9,
2001. He was 86. Marshall’s Index will become a part of “Black Studies on Line,”
a subscription service of Proquest Information and Learning.

0 National Librarian 7:1 (February 1982), supplement 3. 10 Betry Kaplan Gubert, Early Black Bibliographies, 1563-
1918 (New York: Garland Publishing, Inc., 1982) xi.
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