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Notes on the French Poetry of 
Jean Passerat 

Do11ald Sto11e., Jr. 

N 1966 Houghton Library~ purchased a manuscript of poems by 
Jean Passerat [IV1S. Fr 246). The l\1S. had i1reviously belonged 
to E. T .. Sin1on of Troyes, \Vho in the eighteenth century com-

....... .__ pared the p.oems in the l\1S. ,vith the 1 606 edition of Passerat's 
verse and ,vrotc in the margins all the variants he found. A. l\JL de 
l\ 1 onrn er que~ su bscq u ent o, v 11 er of the lvlS., also made ren1ar ks about 
the text. On a number of pages additions nnd emendations appear 
in a hand other than that ,vhich ,vrote the text. fvlonmerque sug-
ge~ted on the back of the title page that the second hand ,v11ich added 
to the text ,vas Passerat's. He based his rc1nark on a con1paris.on ,vith 
an epitaph of the poees in his library. 

The l'vJS. contains 11 5 poe111s ,vrittcn on paper (Sin1on erroneously 
speaks of I I 1 ), four of ,vhich appear in none of the poet's printed 
,vorks. The title page contains in addition to ''Pocn1es de lean Pas-
serat," a short biogra.ph)7 of the poet and a bibliography of his I~~rcnch 
verse published bct\vccn 1563 and 1569 taken from the Bibliot!Jeque 
frnn9oire de Duverdier. The text runs fron1 pages 1-148. Pages 149-
166 file blank. Pnges 167-T72 contain an index to the poen1s arranged 
alphabc.tical!)7 by genre.. The binding is conte1nporar)r, 

During the summer of 1967, I endeavored to date ns 1nany of the 
poc1ns in the Houghton l\1S~ as possible -and to arrive at some hypothesis 
reg2rding the place of the l\1S. in Passerat's ,vorks, parcicularly ,vith 
respect to the t\vo printed editions of 1597 and 1602 and the collected 
edition of ,vorks that appeared p.osthun1ously in 1606. The follo\ving 
is a report of results obtained to dntc. 

Editions. It is significant that the nvo earliest bib]iographies of 
Passcrat's \Vorks do not offer the sume list of titles for the poet's ,vorks 
in French. Niccron spc~ks of Vers de la Cbnsse & d'A1nour, Paris, 
Pattison~ 1597 in 4 ° and a Recueil d'Oe11vres Poetiq11es, published fust 
in 1602 and enlarged in 160?, but Des Guerrois lists only the editions 
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of r602 and 1606. 1 Like,visc~ Gustave J Janson's Eunous bibliography 
includes only the editions of 1602 and 1606 ( #2011) a.nd the Biblio-
theque Nationalc Catalogue o.ff ers no collected ,vork of pocn1s hy· 
Pa.sscrat in the vernacular that can be d~tcd earlier than these san1e 
editions of r602 fY c 843 7] and r6o6 [Iles. Ye 4545 J. Not until 
A .. Cioranesco~s Bibliograpl:Jie de la littertrtttre franfaise du Seizie1ne 
Siecle (P~ris, I 9 59) ,verc the editions of Passeraes [i"'rench poc1ns 
correctly Jisted as being Le jJrenrier Jivre des poe1ues de Jean f'trsserat~ 
Paris, r 597 4 ° Il-3 2ft ( # 1 7 24 3), Le pre1nier livre des por.n1es de J eau 
Pars er at, rev e us et au gn 1e11t e z f)ar I' au th eur .. . . , Paris, 16 o 2, 8 °, 
44ff ( # 17246)~ nnd Recueil des oeuvres poetiques de Jea11 Pas-
sernt . . , Paris., 8 °, viii-464 pp ( # 17247) .. 

There are t,vo exp}anations for this situation. First of all, the one 
cop)T of the 1 597 edition I have been 2blc to consult is in the British 
i\1useun1 [ I 1408. f. 46 (i) ] 1 not Paris, and prior to being bought by 
the Dritis.h 1\1uscun1, the volu1ne belonged to J oachin1 Gomez de la 
Cortina of 1,12.drid. (See the Cntnlogus Jibror1nu doctoris D. Joacb. 
Gon,ez de la Cortina, i\ilatriti1 I 857, #6I 59r) Second, only in1perfect 
copies of the 1597 edition appear to have rcn1aincd in France. Cio-
ranesco Jists ,vith this publication t\vo other titles: Vers de la cl.1asse 
et d,a111our pnr l.Jasserat~ Parist r 597~ 4 °, 2off (# 17242; cf. Niceron's 
first title), and Le cbie11 courant~ Le cerf d'a;JJour~ Adonis~ ou la 
cbasse du sanglierr [_,e jardiu d) CtJJJOltr. Stanzes sur la difference de 
jalousie et d'nn1ou-r. A1etrunorpbose d'un bounne ell oisentl, S. 1. n .. d. 
4 °, 20:ff ( # 17244). The Bib]iothequc. Nationale poss~sc.s a copy of 
this title [Y c 381 5 ( 2) ] \vhich I ha \7C compared ,vith the .first t,venty 
folios of the con1_plete J 597 edition in the British J\1uscun1, ;1nd I can 
say that the texts a.re the sa1nc even· to the decorative devices scp-
ara ting the po cn1s and th c initial capitals~ I , vouI d also assn me that the 
absence of a title page can be accounted for 637 those factors \vhich 
explain ho,v the first nventy folios beca.n1e detached fro1n the re111ain~ 
ing nvelvc folios of the 1597 edition~ Sin1ilarly, as Niccron's title 
17 ers de la Cbarre & d'A1nour covers the range of poems containe<l jn 
the first t\vcnty folios of Le pre111ier Jivre ( 1597), I suspect that the 
text of # 1724-z .:..... # 17144. Still, Niceron does include a date ,vitl1 
his title. l'he hea.djng t'\Ters d\1mour' 1 on folio 1 3r of borh # 17244 
and I~e pre1uier li-vre ( 1 597 -and 1602-) may he the vestige of an arrange-

1 J\Ttccron, c,J ean Passerat/' in .Af e'Jnoirer 11our rervir a J1Histoire des lfonnnes 
I/lustres (P~t·is, 1719 ), II, 3 i 7. Ch~rks ])cs Guerrois, Jenn I'asserat'J J10Jte et savant 
(Pads~ r 856), p. 5 l, 
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n1cnt suggested by Niceron's title. If, ho,vevcrt in 1597 Passcrat pub-
lished separately, under Vers de In cbasse et d1t11nour on]y :1 p8.It of 
Le pre,nier Jivre, there is still no reason to believe that ,vc arc dealing 
, vi th a diff ercn t text~ 

Though Lanson"'s bib]iography i~ qujtc out of date~ I hasten to add 
for anyone ,vho consults it th~t his entry under L [ ouis] Lacour 
( #2013) should read Latour~ (The n1istake also appears jn the cata-
logue of Gon1cz" books, but there 1nust he an intcrrnediatc step in 
the trans1nissi on of the error sin cc the G6n1ez ca taloguc includes the 
r 5 97 edition and L-a.nson does not.) The lif c of l)asscrat ~ppcaring 
on pp. 689-738 of the G·61nez catalogue is onl) 7 a Spanish trans1ation 
of Charles des Guerroist Jean Pnsserat, poete et savantt \vhich G6n1cz 
a1so o,vncd. 

Identifications. !\1ojsisovics 2 identifies the individual for ,vho1n 
Passerat ,vrote an ''Epitaphe <l'un Presjdene' as the same Triboulct 
,vho appears in a poem fron1 the Satire A1enippee .. In the I-Ioughton 
manuscript the poem bears a more complete title., bEpjtaphc du Presi-
dent Dorn1y/, suggesting that l\1ojsisovicsJ identification is 

For the poem ,vhich in the j\1S. hears the title, "Sonnet sur la vci.i.e 
de l\1adan1c de J""'orraine) et de l\1adarnc~ socurs du Roy du tcn1ps de 
la pacificationn (unchanged in the 1606 edition); Blanchcrnain s iden-
tifies 1\1adame as Catherine de Bourbon) sister of Hcn.ry 1,r, and 
1\1adame de J~orrai ne as Louise de Lorraine, the ,vif c of Hctlf)T I II. 
But these nvo ,von1cn \Vere not sisters, and could hardly· have been de-
scribed as "soeur.s du Roy'' as in the title .. I ,vould identify i\1adan1e de 
Lorraine as Claude de Lorraine ( 1547-157 5) nnd !v1adatnc as I\1ar-
guerite de ,r alois ( r 553-1615)., daughters of I-lenry II and Catherine 
de l\1cdi ci ( sisters, th en, and sisters of Char 1 es IX and I-le nry I I I) . 
This id cntifica ti on, in addition to being more ex-act th an Blan chcn1a in' st 
also signifies that the poen1 ,vas ,vrittcn before 157 5, the date of 
Claudc~s death, and not during the reign of Henry lV 1 as one might 
deduce from Blanchcmaints mention of Catherine de Bourbon. 

All three editions of Passcraes poctf}7 begin ,vith ''J..,c Chien co\1r-
ant," a treatise on hunting dedicated ''A \ 1 ROl:./' that does not appear 
in the Houghton i'vlS. The opening verses refer to ~'HENRY grand 
Ro}T > fleur des Pr j nces d n n1 on de.'' Blane h en1 ain id en tifi es this king as 

.:i Edgar von A1ojsisov-ics, J errn PaneTat, sein Leh en un.d seine Persiinlicf,keit 
(Halle-, 1907), p. 59t note ::z. 

J can Pas.sera t, Les-I' o es je s f T a11 !lai se s de I eau I' a rser at, ed. Prosper Blanc hem~jn 
(Paris. 1880), ITi I 89, 
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Henry III. In doing so, he repeats n n idea \vhjch can be found jn all 
biographies of Passerat and in Chevreul's: edition of '~Le Chien cour-
ant." 4 Leclerc (p. 3 2 3)., Niccron (p. 32 7 ), Lt Abbe Goujct (p. 6) 1 

Des Guerrois (p. 19), ChcYrcul (p. 1 r 1 ) , and l\1Iojsisovics (p. 2. 2) 
insist that ('Le Chien courane~ ,vas \vritten at the con11nc1nd of I-Ienry 
III and on]y Des Gucrrojs fails to add that the poen1 ,vas applauded 
by· Ronsard~ Du Tiellay, Ba"if~ and other p.oets of the day·. The ulti1nate 
source of these rcn1arks is the follo,ving passage fron, n Latin Elogi-v111 
lorrnnis I'asseratii by one 11apire l\1asson (Paris, 1638): HA nostris 
quoque Rcgibus Caro1o IX. & I-Ienrico III. an1abatur: illi quidem ven-a-
ti onis cupid i ssi n1 o, Ii he!] un1 de Arte \ 1 ena nd i, Ga 11 i co vcrsu scr i ptum 
obtulit, quern a1nici Ronsardus, Eclla}us, Ra1fius., Pimpontiusquc & -alij 
Poctae nostra res, -n1agnopere probarnne~ (p~ 3 s z). There seem to 1ne 
to he several reasons for doubting the accuracy of such statc1nents. 
Since he died ,vhen the future IIcnry III ,vas only nine, jt js incon-
ceivabl c that Du Bella)r cou]d hav c appreciated Passerat' s poern. H cnry 
III ,vas not kno,vn for hi.s Jove of the hunt.ti The pocn1 to fo11o-.v ((Le 
Chien courant'l' in all editions of P:isscrat's poerry is ''J ... c Cerf d'amour~'} 
dedicated to ''"j\1ad3mc., soeur unique du roy·.n If the Henry of the 
first pocn1 js Henry· III, the ,von1an mu.st be (and B]anchemain identi-
fies her thus) l\1arguerite de ,r a]ojs, ,vho survived by son1c ycus both 
her sisters Claude ( d. l 5 7 5) and Elizabeth ( d. 1568); but her longevity 
sti11 does not 1nnke her Hsoeur unique du roy/, Fjnally\ there is the 
problem of a variant - never noted before to n1y kno,vlcdge --- that 
appears in a short poem Passcrat pJaccd nfter ''J..1e Chien courant/' 
Addressing the king ('pour cstrc paye de sa pension," Passcrat ,vritcs~ 

ROYr de ']Ui la vertu plus que la terre est grande, 
De vostrc Passerat accordcz la demande. 
Ain~i puissc-ic voir auant que de 1nourir 1 

, 7ostre nom & vos Lis en Espagne .fleurir: 
Et vostre chef orne de dcux Gouronnes belles~ 
Qui pardonnc aux vainctist & do1nte Jes rebelles. 

4-Jean Le Cle.re, '~La 17ie et le.s ouvrages de J c1tn Passerat/~ Bibliotheque nncienne 
et 111oden1e! \TJI ( i 717 ), 303-397; L~Abbc Goujet~ 11Jean P~sseratt Bihliotbeque 
frm]r,oitc, 14 ( 1751 )., :r-r9; Jean Passernti, Le Cl)ien co utan ti ed. I-Icnri Chev1·eul 
(Paris~ 1864), See ~]so notes ·1 ~nd 1. 

r. Compare Pierre Champion'"s ren1ark (n1y-italics), ~'Est-cc pour remp]1r le 
progr::-ln1n1e lVcnseignemi::nt technique trac~ par An1yot, quc Pa.sserat adressa au roi 1 
qui pnra1t avoir etc si peu clJ(1SSeur. le poeme da Cbie'll CO'lff(Hltt from ~~Henr.i III 
et le.s ecrivains de son temps/~ BIIR, I ( 1941 ), 93. 
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In 1602 the ,void ''Espagne'' has been changed to ''Europe.'' It is 
u Eu'r.o pc'' ,v hich appears in 160 6 as ,vcll. "\1/h y should Passerat l 1 a v-c· 
made this change - the only major textual distinction bet\vccn the 
t\VO editions published during Passerafs lifetime? I ,vould propose that 
all these proble1ns can he solved if ,ve consider that the poem ,vas 
,viittcn for I-Ienr)7 IV, not Henry III: 

There is no luck of evidence that Henry" IV enjoyed hunting. Flor ... 
ent Chrcsticn in r 57 s translated Les Q1,atre Livres de la Ve'ilerie of 
0 ppian for Henry of Navarre, of ,vho1n he said in his preface~ 
A ceste occasion ch ercha n t a uec J e tres humble & fide] 1 e service qu e i e v~us doysi 
q uel moycn ic po urro y au oir d c prcscn tcr chos c qui f ust agrca bl c & plaisan te 
a vostrc /1.-i:iicstcl f:1y considcrc & aduisc quc natnrellen1ct vuus auez de tout 
temps rant aimc & chcrchc le plaisir de la. Chnsse, q11'il scn1blc que Di~ne sous 
le nom de Lucine vous ai t a vostre naissan ce pl us fauorise q u 'a utrc Roy 1- P rincc 

S a 6 on e1gn eur _ . . 

u1\1adame, soeur unique du royi, ,vould refer to Catherine de Bour-
bon, ,v-ho ,vas in fact Henry's only si~ter4 "\Vhereas France never de-
clared "\Yar on Spain durjug HelU) 7 Ill's rcjgn/ on 17 January 159$ 
Henry IV announced that he ,vas ready to fight the king of Spain on 
sea and land until he had· avenged Phi1ip's ,vrongs against him4 The 
allusion to Spain in 1 597 i..vas hardly out of order. After 1597, ho,v--
evcr, ,v11en Henry· signed a peace ,vitb Philip of ·spa.in, the allusion 
,vould have been a,vk,vard48 

Dates. One poe1n in the l\1S. hears a date in its title: ''Sur vn monstre 
de jumeaus s'cntrctenantz, nc a Paris au 1noiz de juil1ct 1570.n Another 
refers to an event connected ,vith the 1,vcdding of Charles IX ( 1570). 
Blanchcmain provides additional dates for a sonnet on the d catl1 of 
l\1onsicur de L,Aubespine ( r 574) and a reference to -a battle \vaged 
~y the furore Henry III, then Duke of Anj ou ( 1569) He has nothing 

4'I Oppia.n, Les Quatre Liwes de la Venerie., trans. },lorent Chresrien {Parisi 
1575 )t leaf a 3T• 

7 For a dfacussion of France's Spanish policy during the reign of HenlT JIT1 see 
Histoire de France~ ed. Emeste J...gyjssc, vol. 6, part J, pp. 2.07 and 3 2.9. 

8 It is a]50 ,vorrh noting that the hunting dogs referred to in ~tLc Chien courant"' 
and jdentified by Blanchcm~in :as belonging to Charles JX and Henry III are .spoken 
of in the poem in the past tense ( 1 'Tel f \lt • • • 0 ) • A 1 so, jf the 1 mage of the ti.vo 
cro,;,.vns is as apt for Henry IV (Navarre and France) .as for Henry Iii (Po1a.nd and 
France}, the final line of the ::;hort addressed to the king CcQui pardonnc aux 
v1incus, & domte les rcbcllc-s'l) describes 1norc clearly. the. situ-a.tion of Henry IV 
( \Vho by 1597 had begun to 1.'A nq u is h the Losg11 crs and pa rd on them) than th~ t of 
Henry Ill. · 
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to say regarding t\vo elegiesJ '"Vivons,. aimons,'' and ,c]c nc voi ricn 
icy-, n ,vhich contain ccnain precise historical allusions to the third 
ReJigious v\'a.r ( i 567-68). · -

Since the sonnet "Au 1nilieu d'un beau pie,, refers to l\1arguerite de ,r alois as married to a king, it 1nust have been ,vritten after r 572. 
T muini ad queut can be assigned in the f ollo,ving cases. The quatrains 
on France's three f\-1argucritcs n1ust ha,,..e been ,vritten before 1574. 
Both l\1a.rgueri tc de F ranee~ Du chess of Savoy., and Charles IX nrc 
spoken of as alive. They died in 1574. The sonnet ((Qui de scs proprcs 
n1ains/., appears in Pjerre de J}F__sroile's journal for June 1 576 exactly 
as it is in the 1-Ioughton 1\1S .. that is, ,:vith "d 'une guerre" in verse I J 

,vhere the 1606 edition has ,:-=de la gucrrc/' ,,.,hat L1Estoile says of 
the ,vork intima~es th~t the poe1n ,va~ already ,vcll kno,vn= "~Le snivant 
qu~on disait avoir connu long temps sous le nom de Passerat .. ." 
,C ,CV I h . " I D , ''J ous vou ez estre erm1te 1s an ans,v er to csportes e me veux 
rcndrc Hern1ite/' first -pub]ished in· 157 3 in Les A1nours de Diane 
(II, 8). The .A.rscnal l\1S. 3 3 3 3 and Ilibliotheque Nationale lVlS .. 868 
testify to the possibility that Passerat kne,v thjs poen1 before its puh-
licatior1. · 

\~ 1hile dates cannot yet be set for 111ost of the poc111s in the Houghton 
1\1S.t it is ,vorth noting, 1 think, that all our present information per-. 
tains to events ,vh ich occurred ·,vell before the prjnti ng of Passerat's 
:first edition. Of course, the I-Ioughton 1\1S~ could h'd.ve been prepa.rcd 
\Vi th a.n cdi cion j n rt1ind, but nothing in the 1\1S. co r resp ands to the 
appearance of the editions of 1597 ·or 1602. The arrangement of the 
poems in the l\1S. is quite haphazard. The ,vorks are not grouped by 
genres or-h)7 subject (the principles employed in 1597). Although 
several pages rernai n blank b eh ve en ti i e texts and ti 1 e index of .first 
lines, the scribe adds quatrains and huitains ,v hcncver a page js incom-
plete. In yj e\ v of these facts, I ,v ou Id be n1 ore inclined to say that this 
MS. was a personal copy to circulate among friends. (If it ,vcre _a 
present, some dcdicatOr) 7 ·material ,vould seen1 de rigueura) I ,vould 
suggest, too, that this copy ,vas prepared n1uch in advance .of r 597. 
The dates just discussed point to this; the blank pages of the !vfS. hint 
at a rather 1imitcd prodl1cdon .. Indeedt of the six long poems and 
nvclve elegies Passerat so prized as to place in Le pre1nier livre to the 
·exclusion of ev-eryth i ng els c h c had ,vri tten, one of the cl cg i es, 
-'' Le Chien c_ourant') ( the opening ,vork), and one of the long poems, 
''Adonis, 1' arc ,vanting. 
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No less interesting than the poems of the !v1S. arc those dedications 

added to the texts by Pass era t hi 111s e] f, if ,vc 111 a )7 believ c 1\1. d c 1\1 on-
m erq u c. 9 The original title of the first pocn1 in the Houghton 1\1S. 
is HDiscours sur Ia difference de Jalousie et d'Amour.u Passcrat crossed 
out "Disc ours, n added HS tanzcs' and ("_A_ lv[ onsi cur d c \Till croi Con-
seill er ct pretn ier S ccre taire d 'IIst-a t.'' To his "I\-1 e nnn orp hose d, u n 
hon1n1c en oiseau)i he added "A fr-a.n~ois de i\1ariS)7 • seigne11r de 
1\1achy. '' and a short poe1n. "Le Jardin d'AmourH acquires a dedi-
cation ~"A madame la marquise de l\1onccau.s.-n Vi1lcroi's tern1 as 
secretary of state began in 1567 and ,vas interrupted in 1588 to begin 
again in 1594 under Henry IV. The i\-1arquisc de J\1onccaus is Ga-
brielle d'Estrccs ( 1572~1590)., the n1istrcss of Henry IV .. I"'anouvelle 
states categorically that "a partir du mois de 111ars r 5951 Gabrielle prit 
-le 110m de 1\1arquisc de l\.ilontceaux.'1 lo I have found in L~Estojle's 
journal an entry fat July J 593 ,vhich speaks of l-Ic1u·y I\Ps v?riting 
a letter to ''la n1arqnisc de lvlousseaux:.'~ This is the first time he uses 
that ride ,vhen referring to the king's favorite, and his is probabl}T a 
n1ore useful date than LanouvelleJ.s, ,vhich 1nay signify the official 
b esto,ving of th c title on Gabrielle. 0 f still greater imp ortancc is the 
relationship of both Gabrielle and \ 1illcroi to Henry l\T .. 

I have stated above my reasons for believing that the persons to 
,vhon1 Passerat dedicated the first and second poems of the 1597 edi-
tion arc Henry I\T and his sister Catherine de Bourbon. Of the re-
maining individuals n1cntioned 2t the beginning of Passerat's poems in 
the r 597 edition - l\1onsieur de Sancy and Gobelin., "Thresorier de 
L'Espargnc,' both ,vere f unctionurics in the government of Henry 
IV. Sancy rose fro1n '(n1a1tre des rcquBtesl' under Henry II to -am-
bassador to England in 1596. Gobclin ,vas n1ade ''conseiller-secre-

I sec no re a son to don bt his assertions. Not only is all th c d cd i catury Uhttcri al 
1lnd the note on uadiourne" included in the r 597 editioni in nvo jnstanccs the 1\1S. 
sh o,vs the p oct at \\'ork, On page 5 3 + ,vith the addition of a dedj ca tia n of the 
~ci\icrn.morphosc d'un homnlc en oiseaut the second hand decided to con1pos.c 
a. small \"fork to the dedicatee. Thus a line is begun! '•i\1achr1 rccoi de n1oi/i The 
fast three ·words are crossed out and the final couplet, ,:~Pour un hcurcus presage! 
ct signc de hon tcn1psJ le tc donne, A1ac11y1 ccst oiseau de prjnremp.s'' fa ,vrjttcn. 
in around the -abortive Jine .so that the only ,vord not crossed outi i~h1achyt can 
be incorporated into the couplet. 1"'hc sccon d ex-ample of trial and error Ly the 
second h1.1nd occur.s in J • ne 1 1 of the '~Di scours sur la diff ercnce de I alousie et 
d 1An1ourlt and i~ described bclO\\-T~ 

1.:. E. de Lanouvc1le, Gabrielle d'Estrees et /es Bourbon- Vendonie (P.aris~ 1936)i 

P· 31 • 
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taire,, in 1585 a.nd ~'tresoricrn in 1 589. Only 1'1achy, ,vho ,vas related 
to Passerat's patrons, the l\1esn1c family, escapes the connection \Yith 
Henry IV. Since I-Icnry· of Navarre did not bccon1e king until 1589 
nor declare i.var on Spain until 1595 :t and since Gabrielle did not bc-
con1c lviarquisc de j\Jonccaus until the 9o"s nor Gohclin ('tresorier" 
until 1589, ,vc n1ay conclude, first, that the additions to the Houghton 
MS4 reflect a period much later than that of the datable poems in the 
l\1S.,, and sec.ond~ that these additions., along ,vith the ,vhole volume 
\vhich Passerat published in 1597, reflect an effort by· the poet to 
flatter and impress the ne,v govcrrnncnt. 

,\ 1hile not all the poems included in the 1597 edition 3ppcar jn the 
Houghton I\1S., Passerat's 3dditions and en1endations in the J\1IS. are 
all to be found in poems contained in the first edition of his verse. 
Regarding the c1nendationsJ in verse 9 of the ,iDiscours snr ]a differ-
ence de Ia1ousie ct d'Amour,, ( 1'"C~est une ardeur, telle qne Pro1ncthe'",), 
the ,vord '~ teJ le~ :t is crossed out and ( 'u n f eu"' \Vr i ttcn in. In v crse 1 1 
(" Aus rnis doux., belle, clairc, et !,Uhtile',), ((belle~' is replaced by 
"flame/~ then ''lucur.,, Both i.clueur'"' and '~un fcu"' are part of the 
r 597 text. Verse 9 of the .c(l\1ctan1orphosen ("Qui aultrefois enue 
hon1mes a vesc U ,, ) contains the "\ V ord 'h omm es'~ crossed OU t and 
~"nousn added. In ''Le Iardin d,an1our,0 verse 140 ('~Conune rnoi vcrs 
le mien, aussi tost qu'il adiourneH), :tbove the ,vord .c'adiournen Pas-
scrat added a reference to a note he had ,vritten at the top of the page: 
ua.iourncr, vieil n1ot fran~ois1 cornmc a.ncsprir, ct anuitcr." AH such 
additions or corrections appear in the 1597 edition. 

The conclusion I ,vould dra\v f ro1n these observations is that ,vith 
the advent of Henry IV and, n1 ore precisely, ,vith the increasing 
po,ver of the king ,vho by 1 5 94 had entered ParisJ Passerntt n strong 
supporter of the converted monarch, 11 dctcr1nincd to present his ruler 
,vith an edition. He already had a 111-anuscript of some of his older 
poetf)7 • He decided ,vhich poems he \vouid put in his edition, in~ 
scrtcd the appropriate dedications., and looked over the text. At the 
.sam c tin1 c, this man user i pt did not contain all the poems h c ,v ish c d to 
present to Henry 1,1, and the poems of the I-Ioughton 1\-1S. doubtJessly 

ii~ Con1pare this remark from L'EstoHe's journr1li ed. Brunet, vol. 10, p+ )83: "En 
ceste as..scmblec [including Passerat] fust par1e tottt a l'ouvert de la p;."11X ~xec Je 
Roy. de Navar rei d [S::t n qne ] es gu o rres se roient perpetuellcs a fa.ire comm e on 
f aisoir , , . qu'il valoit n1ieux1 pour :ivoir fa paix et soulager le p~u\Te pcuplct 
!le jctter cntre Jes bras du RoyJ prjnce rempli de cle1nencc: Ct bonte , ., _n 
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passed through another stage of recopying before the printer ,vas 
gjven the n1ateri~l for the 1597 volume~ 1""his fnrther stage ,vould ex-
plain \vhy there arc slight differences benveen the J\1S. additions and 
the printed text. (' 1A l\1onsicnr de , 1illeroi Conseiller ct premier 
Se ere tair e d 'Esta t J' is rendered '' A .i\1 onsicur d c \Till cro y Se er eta ire 
diEstae 1; "aiourner, vicil mot fran-;ois, comrnc ancsprir, et anuircr" is 
reduced to "'Tieil mot comn1e Ancsprir'J & An11iter.'') It ,vould ex-
plain, too, ,vhy not all of Passeraes textual emendations arc kept. 12 

The. intermediate redaction gave Passerat tin1e to reflect before he 
accepted the initi-a.l changes. The Houghton l\1S. ,vould contain, 
then, \vhat may be Passcrat's first reaction to the idea of a printed 
edition of his ,vorks. Some of the poems printed in 1597 are old; 
son1e arc rather recent. Alt ure intended to i1npart honor to and ex-
tract n1oney from the ne\V regime. 

!~ Th rec ch ~nges in the text of the '' l'vl eta n1orp hose' 1 arc not carried over into 
the 1 5 9 7 cditio n o.r any other ed 1ti on of his poetry. In verse l l over the ,vord 
"pr.ist" the letters "ne' -a re v.Titten ( th-a. t is, .for ~, pr j n t/' the old r1 asa lizcd f onn of 
the preterit). In verse 76 ' 4ha_bitz'1 is crossed out -and '1royaul' "\vritten jn, In 
verse I I 4 oi.,Ter the first ,1tord "Cocu" is '\vrittcn 1'0facau." "Prisr, habitzi and cocut;1-
~re the ,vords prjntcd in 1597, 1602, and J 606, 
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