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Legend

Sample entries

Jackson, John Baptist, 1701-1780? 
‡An enquiry into the origin of printing in Europe (London, 1752).  Inv. 7.3 (part); 2.2.4.32; 
C9  <651010, h>  On flyleaf: “John Baptist Jackson, Artist. an ingenious irregular.”  
B 4507.52*

An essay on the invention of engraving and printing in chiaro oscuro (London, 1754).  
Inv. 7.3 (part); 2.2.4.32; C9  <651010, h>  B 4507.52*

 Entries begin with author, title in italics, and place of publication and date in 
parentheses.

 †  identifies books in Hollis’s emblematic bindings.

 ‡  indicates the presence of annotations by Hollis.

 Inv. 7.3:  the book is identifiable in the manuscript inventories of books 
received by Harvard (Harvard University Archives, unpublished: 
UA III.50.27.61 vt) as the third item in inventory number 7.  Only 
about half of the books in this checklist appear in these inventories. 
“Part” indicates that the inventory entry lists more than one item.

 2.2.4.32:  the shelfmark of the book in the library room in the rebuilt (1765) 
Harvard Hall, as recorded in the Alcove Lists (ca. 1765), (Harvard 
University Archives UA III.50.15.31.5 vt).  See W. H. Bond and 
Hugh Amory, The Printed Catalogues of the Harvard College 
Library 1723-1790 (Boston, 1996), Publications of the Colonial 
Society of Massachusetts LXVIII, p. xvii. There were ten alcoves, 
each centered on a window, each originally containing four 
bookcases. Hollis’s gifts, with few exceptions, were kept in Alcoves 
2 and 4. This sample shelfmark locates the book in Alcove 2, case 
2, the 32nd book on shelf 4. The shelves were numbered from the 
bottom up, with folios on the lowest shelves, quartos above them, 
and smaller formats at the top.  See Bond and Amory, p. xvi.

 C9:  the book is listed on page 9 of the printed catalogue of 1790.  Books 
also found in the printed catalogue of 1773 are identified by a page 
number following the letter B.  See Bond and Amory.
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  <651010, h>: the date of receipt (“nd” if not known and “..” for unknown month 
or day); in this case, 1765, October 10, followed by some specific 
information about the binding: “h” for bindings commissioned by  
Hollis, “v” for books bound in vellum (for Hollis during his stay 
in Italy), “r” for subsequently rebound volumes, and “xt” for titles 
bound in tract volumes.

  If the book contains annotations by Hollis, those annotations 
are given locations and follow in quotation marks.  A few books 
(Milton’s Works [in prose], for example) are too heavily annotated 
to permit full quotation; these instances are so indicated in the 
entry.

 B 4507.52*: the modern call number of the book.  The asterisk (*), with a few 
exceptions fully noted, locates the book in Houghton Library. 
STC call numbers are also located in Houghton. Call numbers are 
subject to change when books are recataloged and consequently 
may vary from those recorded here.  Individual libraries maintain 
files of changed call numbers.
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