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En1.erso11' s Translation of Dante's 
Vita Nuova 

[XX\T] 

Could any person cap able of clearing up these things~ here doubt 
of that ,vhich I Mt)7 of Love~ as if it ,vcre a thing by itself, & not only 
an intelligent substancci but as if it ,vcrc a corporeal substance, ,vhich 
in rca li t)T is f alsc, since Love is not by itself as a su bsta nee but is an ac-
ci d cn tin n substance, nnd as I n12y say of it~ as if he ,vere a body, nay~ 
as if he ,vere a 1nan, appears from three things ,vhich I say of hi1n. I 
say that I sa\V him come; and to come jmports locomotion, and, ac-
cording to the philosopher, body alone can bt; locornotive. If it ap-
pear that I rank J..,ovc -as a body, I say also of it~ that he laughst & that 

1 o he speaks1 ,vhich things sccn1 to be proper to man, especially laughter,. 
& the ref ore it sccn1s I n1 a kc hi1n a 1n an. To cl car this matter~ as far as 
th c p rcsen t necessity requires, , ve 111 ust first understand, th at a.ncicntl y 
there ,vere no sp~a.kers of I.Jove in the vern-acul:ir tongue, on the con-
trary·, the speakers of love ,verc certain poets in the Larin tongue, 
(a1nong us~ I say) that happened ,vhich happened in other nations~ 
and still happens, that as in Greece not vernacular but lettered poets 
handled th cse things1 and not many y·ears have passed since those ver-
nacular poets appeared ,vho speak rhyme in the vernacular; so much 
is to be said of verses in Latin (if "\Vith any adequateness & mark) that 

20 there is too little ti1nc; and if ,ve ,vish to regard the Occitan dialect 
(Languc dtOc) or the Northern French (Languc d,Oui) ,vc do not 
find these things before the present rjme., for five hundred years. And 
the reason \vhy so1ne conspicuous persons had the fame of kno,vledge 
& po ~try is that they \ vere the first ( ,v riters) in the Northern F rcnch 
(Langue d 10ui). And the first ,vho began to speak as a vernacular 
poet~ did so, because he ,vjshed to 1nakc his mistre:;s understand l1is 
, v o rds, to , v h 0111 la tin v crscs , vcre not in tclli gib] e And this j s against 
those ,vho rhyme on other than an1atory subjects, because that 111odc 
of speaking ,vas first u sc d to speak of Love. Therefore i since to poets 

30 may be conceded a greater license of speech th-an to prose speakers, 
346 
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~nd these speakers in rhyme are nothing else thnn vernacular poctsr 
it is fit & reasonable that they should be indulged in a greater liberty 
of speech than other vernacular speakers. Therefore if any :figure or 
rhetorical trope is conceded to poets, it is conceded to the rhyrners. 
If then \YC find that the poets have addressed inaninlate things as if they 
had sense or reason, & have n1adc them speak together & not only things 
true, but things not true, that is., have .spoken of things ,vhich cannot 
speak, & have said that many accidents speak, as if they ,vere sub-
stances & men, it is fit that the speaker in rhyme should do the like., 
not indeed ,·vithout reason,. but ,vith rcasont ,vhich n1ight be expressed 4° 
in prose. That th c po cts h n. v e spol{cn in this n1 a nn er a ppc ars b }' \ 1 ir-
g i 1, ,vho says that Juno., that is, a goddess unfriendly to the Trojans 1 

spoke to JF.:olus, lord of the ,vinds1 as in the first of the Encid; 
JEole nnrnque tibit &c 

and that this lord replied;· 
Tuus 1 o regina, quid optes 
Explora.re labor; mil\i jussa capessere fas est 

In the same poet, an inanin1ate thing speaks to ani1natcd things, in the 
Second of the JEncid; 

Dardanidac duri 

In Lucan, an anin1atcd thing speaks to an inanin1ate; 

!vi ultntn R 0111 a ta111cn deb cs ci vi lihu s a rmis. 

In I-Iorace, a 1nan .speaks to his n\vn kno,vlcdgc as to another person, 
and not only are the \Vords those of 1-Ioracc, but he speaks them as out 
of the n1idst of Homer in his Ars Poetica; 

Die n1ihi lvl usa vi rum. 

In Ovid, Love speaks as if jt ,vere a hun1an person, in the bcginnjng 
of the book called l""hc Rcn1edy of Love; 

Bella n1ihi video, be1Ia parantnri a.it. 

50 

And hence it is manifest to ,vhosoever hesitates at any pnrt of this Ill)T 60 
little book, & provided that son1c coarse person do not take a license 
fron1 it, I say that neither the poets speak thus ,vithout reason, nor 
ought the rhyn1ers to speak thus not having sonic reason in thcn1 of 
that ,vhich they say.. S~ncc great shan1e ,vould -accrue to hi.in ,vho 
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should rhyme things under the guise of a trope or rhetorical figure, &') 
being interrogated, should not kno,v ho,v to strip his ,vords of such 
3 garment in a guise that they should have a true 1neaning. And this 
n1y first friend & I kne,v very ,vcll those persons ,Yho rhyn1cd so 
absurdly. · 

[XXVI] 

That most gentle lady of ,vhom ,ve have discoursed in the prcced~ 
jng ,vords, carne into so great grncc of the people, that ,vhcn she passed 
through the street persons r2n to see her, ,vhencc a n1iscrablc joy ca1ne 
to n1e, and ,v hen she ,vas near any one, so much honour can1e into 
that person's heart, that he dared not Jifr up his eyes nor reply to her 
salute [ .] And of this, 1uany as ,vitncsscs could testify to ,vhat ,vas 
incredible. She, cro\vncd & clothed in hutnility, ,vent sho,ving no 
glorying in that ,vhich she sa,v or heard. .l\1any said1 \vhcn she had 
passed, H1'hjs is-not a Yvon1an, but is Ill-re one of the n1ost beautiful an-
ge]s of heaven." Others said; '~This is a \Vonder, & blessed be the Lord 
,vho kno\vs ho,v to ,vork so ,vondcrfnlly.'' I say that she sho,ved her-
self so gentle & so full of chnr111s, that those [ ,vho] sa,v her felt in thc1n~ 
selves an excellent beauty and so s,veet that they· did not kno,v ho\v to 
express nor ,vas there any one ,vho could look at her ,vho at first ,vith-
out sighs~ 1"'hesc & 1norc \vondcrfnl things proceeded from her ,veH 
_& virtuous1y. Y\7herefore 1 thinking ~hus ,vishing to take up again the 
pen in her ·praise~ proposed to speak ,vords in ,vhich I should give to 
under~tand ]1er ,vonderf ul & excellent V,lorks to the end that not only· 
such as could sec her ,vith C) 7 CS, but also others n1ight kno,v of her 
,vhat I could make kno,vn by ,vords & then I said this sonnet. 

So gent le & so gracious appears 
J\.1y I .. ady \vhen she salutes othersJ 
That every tongue trernbling becomes mute, 
And the eyes dare not behold her. 
She go es on hca ring h crsclf prais cd -
Benignly clothed \vith humi1it)7 

And it seems that she js something descended 
F ron1 hca ven to sh o,v a miracle in ear th. 
She sho\VS herself pleasing to \\rhoso beholds her 
That she sends through hi~ eyes n s,veetness to the heart. 
'~'h ich none can a pprc hen d ,vh o does not taste it; 
And it se~n1s th at f ro1n her Ii ps procce ds 
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A soft spirit, full of Love,. 
"\Xlhich goes to the soul> snying., Sigh+ 

[ (xxvii)] 

I say that this n1y lad}r came into such grace that J;J.Ot onl)T ,vas she 
honoured & praised, but thro-ugh her ,verc many honoured & praised. 
And I seeing that., & ,vishing to n1akc it kno,v11 to such as sa,v it not, 
proposed also to speak ,vords jn ,vhich this should be signified, & then 
I said this sonnet. 

He sees per f cc tl y all , vcll b cing 
,,,ho sees my lady an1ong ladies 
Those ,vho go ,vith her arc holden 
To render thanks to God for her beautiful grace. 
And her beauty is of such virtue 
That no envy pro cccds f ron1 it to others 
Rather it makes them go ,vith her clothed 
l\ 7ith the gcnt1encss of Jove & of faith 
The sight of her 1nakcs every thing hum b]e 
And does not make her alone p1casing 
But each through her receives honour 
And jn her acts she is so gende · 
1 .. hat no one can reca 1 L her to n1in d 
"\\Tith out sighing in the s, vee tn ess of J ... ovc .. 

[XXVII (xxviii) J 
After this I begun to think one day on ,vhat J had said of my lady· 

in the t\vo preceding sonnets., & considering that I had not spoken of 
that ,vhich jn the present time ,vrought in me jr seemed to me that I 
had spoken the truth defectively·, & therefore I proposed to add ,vords 
in ,vhich I should say ho,v her vjrtuc ,vrought in 1ne & not thinking 
that this could be told in the shortness of a sonnet I begun this canzonc. 

So long hns Love held n1e 
And trnined me to his lordship 
That as it ,vas strong in ~eat first ' 
So no,v it rctnnins S\veet at n1y heart, 
Th-crcf ore ,vhen his courage so seizes me, 
That it seems the spirits flee ~nvay-, 
Then my-frail soul fccls -
Such s,veetness that my face gro,vs pale. 
Th en Lo'VC in me tnkes so much virtue 

IO 
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That he n1 ak cs n1y .spirits go spea 1d n g 
And they issue forth calling 
l\1 y lady to give me more favor~ 
This ha. pp ens , v h crcvcr she sees me, 
And so humble is she that you ,vould not beHeve it~ 

[XX\ 7III (xxix) l 
Ho\V js the populous city bcco1n_c solitary and she is a ,vido,v ,vho 

,vas <-]UCCn of nations [.] I ,vas still in the preparation of this canzone 
& had completed this stanza above,vrittcn ,vhcn the Lord of justice 
called this n1ost gentle one to glorifJ7 ., under the sign of the Queen, 
the Blessed IVlary·, Himsc]f, ,vhose name ,vas ahvays in the utn1ost 
reverence in the ,·vords of this Beatrice. And although it n1ight be 
grateful here to say so1nc,vhat of her departure fron1 us, it is not n1y 
design to treat it here for three reasons; first, that such js not the pres-
ent argun1cnt if ,ve ,,rill respect the proen1 ,vhich precedes this book. 

10 Sccondl)r that_ even if it ,verc ,vithin our present design yet 111y tongue 
,vou]d not be sufficient to treat that as it ought to be treated; Thirdly, 
that .supposing both the first & the second,, it is not fit that ] should 
treat of that \vhich heing treated ,vould require that ] should be a 
praiser of 1nyself1 ,vhic]1 thing is entjrely· blan1eabic in ,vhatsocvcr per-
son. And therefore I leave such a discourse to :another comn1entator. 
Nevertheless since several tin1cs the nun1her nine has occurred in the 
foregoing ,vords, ,vhcnce it sce1ns that it ,vas not ,vjthout reason & in 
her departure that nun1ber seen1s to haYc had much reason, it may Le-
hove us here to say son1ething as far as belongs to the subject. '"'here~ 

20 fore I ,vill say first ho,v it had place in her departure & then ,vill as-
sign some reason ,vh3T this nun1bcr ,vas so fricndl)T to her. 

[XXIX (xx.x) J 
I s~y that her ~oul departed, (according to the titne-measure of 

Ita1JT) in the first ]1our of the ninth da)7 of the 1nonth: and according 
· to the measure of Syria she departed in the ninth n1onth of the )rear 
since the first month there is Tismin ,vhich ,\'ith us js October 1 & ac-
cording to our measure, she departed in that year of our era (that is, 
in that year of the Lord,) in ,vhich the perfect nun1ber ,vas completed 
nine times in that century of the ,vorld in ,vhich · she ,vas placed, and 
she ,vas of the thirteenth century of Christians[~] And this n1ay be 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XI, Number 3 (Autumn
1957) 

E111erso11's Trr111slntio11 of D,1nte's \Tjra Nuova 3 5 1 

one reaspn of it .. Si11ce according to Ptolcn1y, & according to the Chris-
ti2n trnth there be nine heavens \vhich revolve, and according to the 10 

faith of Astrology these heavens are operative here belo,v according 
to their united habitude, this number \Vas f riend]y- to her1 to give to 
understand chat in her nativity· ali the nine 1novcab]c heavens ,vent 
perfectly together; this is one reason of that. But 1nore subtilly think-
ing, a c cording tu the in eff ab I e truth, th j s number ,vas he rs elf., I speak 
h)7 sin1ilitude, & that I 111can thus. 

+ 

The nu1nbcr three is the root of nine sjncc, ,vithout 311)7 nu111ber, 
1nultiplied by .. itself it n1akcs nine as \Ve see plainly that three ti1ncs 
three n1ake nine. Then if three by itself is the factor of nine, and the 
(factor or) 1naker of mjracles is three, that is, Father, Son~ & I-Joly 20 

Spirit \vhich arc three & one. This lady ,vas ac.:cornpanie<l by this 
nutnbcr of nine, to give to understand, that she ,vas a nine, that is a 
1niracle, ,vhose root that is of the n1iraclc? is only that ,vondcrful Trjn-
ity. Perhaps also by a more subtle person this ,vould appear in 1nore 
subtle reason; but this is ,,rhat I see,, & \\~hat pleases-n1c more. 

[XXX {xxxi)] 

After this n1ost gcutle lady had departed fion1 this ,Yorld this city 
re1nai11ed as it ,vere a ,,.tido,v & despoiled of all dignitr.. \~/here£ or I 
also lamenting in this <lesolate city '\' rote to the princes of the land 
somc,vhat of her estate. And if any one should blatne 1ne that I do not 
here set do,vn the ,vords ,vhich. fullo\v ,vhat I here quote, I excuse n1y-
self because my design ,vas not fron1 the beginning to "\1{ritc othcr,vise 
than for the peop]e. Therefore since the ,vords \vhich f ollo":r those 
,vhich arc quotcdt are all latin, it \Vould be out of 1ny design 1 if I ,vrotc 
then1 and the like intention I kno,v that this n1y .first friend had, to 
,vJ1oin I \Vrite, that ist since I ,vrotc to him only in the vernacular. 10 

[XXXI (xxxii)] 

After n1y eyes h-ad for sonic tin1e ,vcpt & ,, .. ere so ,vearied that I 
could not relieve 1ny sadness I thought of relieving it by· son1e sad 
,vords & then I proposed to 1nake a canzonc in ,vhich hnncnting I con-
versed of her, n1)r grief for ,vhorn ,vas made the destroyer of 111)r life1 

& I begun 
Eyes grieving for pity at heart 
Have suffered the pain of tears 
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So that they remain vanquished 
N o,v if I ,vis h to re lie vc the ,voe 
"'\:\'hie h little by Ii tt 1 c I cads n1e to death 
It be ho vcs 111c to speak 
And because I remcn1bcr that I spoke 
Of n1y Jady ,vhilst she lived 
Gentle ladies ,villingly ,virh you 
1 "till not speak to others 
11ian to a gentle heart ,,,hich is a lady 
And I ,vjll then say of her \veeping 
That suddenly she has gone to he~ven 
And has left Lo\~c gricvjng \\'1th me. 

Beatrice is gone into l1igh heaven 
Into rcaI111s ,vhcrc the angc1s have peace 
And stands \Vith then1 & you 1 adi cs has .sh c ] cf t 
Not there has the quality of cold rapt her 
1'1or that of heat~ as it has rapt others, 
But it ,vas her great benigruty . 
"\~lhich shining from her humilitr 
Passed the heavens \vith so n1uch virtue 
That jt 1nadc the Eternal Sire ,vondcr 
So thnt s\veet desire 
Can1e to hin1 to su n1 n1011 so mu ch hea 1th 
And made her cu1ne to him from here Lelow, 
Because he sa,v that this troublesome life 
'~'as not ,vorrhy- of so gentle a being. 

Parted from her beautiful person 
Full of grace the gentle soul 
And 1nonntcd glorious into ,vorthy pl~cc. 
,, 1ho ,veeps her not ,vhcn he speaks of her 
I~Ias heart of stone, so ,vickcd & base 
That a b cni gn spirit could not enter th ere. 
There is not in a bad heart so high genius 
That can imagine anything of her~ 
And the ref ore such ,v11l not ,veep for her. 
But sadness & sobs of grief 
And a death of sorro\, 1 

And a life despoiled of all soh1ce 
Comes to such as at any tin1e sa\v in thought 
,~ 7hat she ,vas~ an<l ho,v she is taken. 

l\l y sighs give n1e deep anguish 
'~'hen thought in the deep mind 
Rrjngs to me that 1vhich hns cut 1ny heart. 
And often thinking on death 
Cotncs to me a dcs1re of it so s,veet 
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That it changes the color of my face 
\1/hen the thought of her becomes fixed 

. Pain attacks rn e from every side 
Th at I recover myself through the pain I feel 
And I become such 
Thflt shan1c drives n1c from the company. 
Then ,11ecping alone in my surro,v 
I call Bcatrjcc & I say Art thou too dead 
And ,vhilsr I call her I an1 consoled 

With ,veepin~ & ,vith sighing 
j\1y heart p1nes a,vay ,:vherever I am, 
So that it, vearics , v hoev er sees it 
And ,vhat has ueen my life since 
j\1y h,dy ,vent into the ne\v ,vorid 
No tongue can tel1 
And yet., o my Ladicst though I should desire it, 
I should not kno,v ho,v to tell you "\vhat I am 
Bitter ]if e has so afflicted me 
And it is so injured 
1"'hat every man seems to say to n1e, I a bnn~on you . 
Seeing my fainting 
But be it 35 it may, 1ny lady secs it, 
And I hope yet a rc,vard fron1 her 

l'\1 y pious canzone nolv go lam en ting 
And find the dan1cs & the damsels 
Unto ,vho1n thy sisters 
, ,, ere , vont to carry joy 
And thou ,vho arr a daughter of sorrO\V 
Go disconsoh'tte & stand ,vith them 
Sad that Beatrice more be~utiful than all 
Is gone to the feet of the Lord 
And has left J .. ove ,vith me lmnenting. 

[XXXII ( xxxiii) ] 
After this canzone ,va~ said., one came to n1e ,vho in the degrees of 

friendship is friendly to me, next to the first, and this one ,vas so near 
in blood to that beautiful person that none ,vas n1ore near than he. And 
,vhen he conversed ,vith me he pray·ed me that I ,vou]d sa)7 to hin1 some 
thing for a Jady ,vh o v{as dead and he feigned his ,vords so that it ap-
peared that he spoke of another ,vho ,vas certainly dead., therefore I 
becoming sensible that this one spoke only of that blessed soul, said 
that I ,vould do that ,vhich he had entreated of me .. Therefore then 
thinking I proposed to make a sonnet in ,vhich I be,vailcd myself, & 

60 

80 
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10 to give it to this friend so that it appeared that I ha.d made it for hi1n, 2.nd 
th us it ,v as; 

0 gentle hcartsi ,vhom pity desiresJ 
Come to hear n1y sighs, 
"\Vhich disconsola tc go their , va y; 
And but for thcn1 I should die v.•ith grjef, 
Because 1ny eyes ,vould be ,vorse than I could heart 
'~'cary of ,vccping so n111ch for my lady, 
That they ,vould choak the heart by lamenting. 
Yon shall hear them of ten call 
l\1y gentle lady ,vho is gone a,vay 
To the \vorld ,vorthy of her virtnet 
And despise no,v this ]ife 
In the person of the 1nourning soul 
Abandoned .by her ,vclfarc. 

[XXXIII (xxxiv) J 
Af tcr I had s pokcn this sonnet chinking that this ,vas for hitn ,vho 

designed to ask it, as if it \Vere made by him I sa\v that this service ap-
peared to me poor & naked for a person so near to this be]oved one. 
And therefore before I gave hin1 the nbovc\,riittcn sonnet, I said t\vo 
stanzas of a canzonc, the one indeed for hi1n, & the other for 111c. And 
though to one ,vho should not read a.ttentivcly it 1night sec1n that hoth 
of thern ,vere spoken by one person, yet ,vhoever looks at the1n at-
tenti veI y , vill ~·ee that di.ff eren t persuns, th at on c do es not ca 11 his 
lady· and the other does as plainly appears. 1 ... his canzone & 

10 the ahovc,vrittcn .sonnet I gave to hi111~ saying to hin1 that I had n1ade 
it for hi1n alone. The c2nzone begins 

10 

H O""ill of ten, alas, I re1ue1nber. 

Jn the .first st-anza, this n1y friend and near kinsman of hers, Ian1cnts 
hin-lse]f. In the second, I lament; that is, in the other stanza, \vhich be-

Tbere is beard iu 111y sigbst 
And thus it ppe a.rs thgt in this can zone t\VO persons d eplorc~ one C0111-

plaining as a brother the other as a_ lover. · 
Ho\V often a]as I ren1ember . 
That I may never more 
Behold the Lndy, therefore I go sorro,vjng th11s; 
l\-1 y \,·oe\v.orn n1ind 
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Con cc n tra tes .so much grief ,vith in th c h ca rt 
That I say, "f\1y Sou], ,vhy dost thou not depart 
Since the tor1ncnts \Vhich thou shalt carry 
In the 1vorld ,vhich 1s already so troub]esomc to you 
l\1a1{ e me pen sivc ,vi th 1n nch fear 
\:Vheref ore, I call on D cat h 
As gentle, & my s\veet repose 
And I say, Come to me, \,·ith such love, 30 
That I am envious of such as die. 

TI1ere js heard in my .sighs 
An undertone of pity 
\Vhich calls on Death continually 
To it turn all n1y desires 
Since 1ny Lady 
v;,r as reached by l1is cruelty. 
13 eca us c the plcasu re of her beauty 
lVit h dra ,v in g i tsclf f ro1n our vie \V 
Bcco1nes spiritual beauty & grand 40 
\¥hich through the heaven expands, 
The light of Love, ,vh ic h greets th c Ange Is; 
And n1 a kcs their high & sub tie in tcllcct 
\\Tonder, so gentle fr is. 

[ XXXI\T ( XXXV) ] 

On that day on ,vhich the )Tear ,vas completed in ,vhich this lady 
,vas n1ade one of the citizens of the Eternal Life I sat in a placc 1 ,vhere, 
recollecting n1J•self~ I drc,v an angel on certain tablets, and ,vhile I ,vas 
dr2,vjng, I turned 1ny· eyes and sa\v beside me 1ncn to ,vho1n it behoved 
that I should do reverence antl the) 7 sa\v \vhat I did and according to 
,vhat ,vas then told 1ne, they had been there for some ,vhilc, b·cforc I 
had been :nvare of them. "\\'hen I sa,v thcin, I rose, & saluting them I 
said, ''I ,vas just 110-\v in 2nothcr place, & ] ,vas t~jnkjng of that.'' Then 
these departing and I returning to ffi) 7 ,vorkt that is, of dra\ving, ,v-hilst 
I ,·vroughtt the thought came to me of sayjng ,vords in rhyn1c as for 10 

an Anniversary piece to her, and to ,vri tc it to the1n \V ho can1c to n1c; 
& Is-aid then this sonnet ,vhjch has r,vo beginnings; one is; 

Into n1y thought had co111c 
The gentle Lady ,vho for virtue 
,~vas by the lTI~St high Lord 
Plnced in the heaven of humility,. \Vhere is j\fary, 

&c &c · 
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The second is; 
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Into 1ny thought had come . 
That gentle lady 1vhon1 Love mourns 
To that degree that her virtue 
\"\lould dra,v you to see "rhat I do. 
Love ,vho in the n1ind feels her, 
\\T as , i 1a k e d in the d isso l v c d heart, 
And :!mid to n1y sighst Go forth 
For each mny-go huncnting~ 
Forth issued they f ro1n my breast 
v\'ith a voice ,vhich often ]cads 
Sad tears to 1ny sad eyes 
But those \V hie h go not forth, with greater pain 
Cotne saying, 0 n oblc n1ind ! 
Toda r th c year js complete, since thou did5t 

mount to heaven. 

[XXXV (xxxvi) J 
Then for some time although I ,vas in a place in ,vhich I ren1embcrcd 

the time past, I remained very thoughtful, & ,vith painful thoughts so 
that they n1adc inc appear abroad a spectacle of fright. Therefore I 
becoming sensible of 1ny state t lifted my eyes to sec if others sa ,v n1e. 
Then I sa,v that a gentle lady fro1n a lvindo\,~ looked at inc so piteously 
that all pity· appeared collected in her. 1-.heref ore because ,vhcn the 
,v·retchcd sec in others pit)r for them so much the more they la1ncnt as 
havin·g pity of th ems elves, I then perceived my ey·es hcgin to ,vish to 
,veep & yet fearing to exhibit n1y vile life I ,vithdre,v myself from the 

10 eyes of that gentle person & said to myself .:'It cannot be that ,vith 
this pious lady there should not be very noble love,, then I proposed 
to say· a sonnet in ,vhich I should spcalc to her, & I con1prised in it aII 
,:vhich is narrated in this account, a.nd I began .. 

1\,1 )"" eyes heh e ld I l o,v tn uc h c on1 passion 
1\ppeared in your figure 
"-rhen you sa,v the deeds & the form 
,,,. hich f ro1n gric f I many tirnes sh O\ vcd 
Then ,vas I a,-vare that you contemplated 
The quality of n1y· dark lif c 

20 So that the fear entered my henrt 
Of sho,ving my vileness in your eyes 
An.cl I took n1.yself from before youi feeling 
1-.hat the tears started front my heart 
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\\ 7hich ,vere moved by sight of you 
Then I said in my sad soul 
Blessed is in that lady the love 
Which makes 1ne ,veep thus~ 

[XXXVI (xxxvii)] 
It after,vards happened that ,vhenever this lady sa\V me she made a 

piteous face & of a pale colour, as it ,vcrc., like that of love. Therefore 
I often ,vas rcn1inded of my most noble lad)r \Vho al,vays sho,ved a -
similar colour, & tru 1y man)T tin1cs not being able to ,v cc p nor to re-
lieve my· 5-adness I \"vent to see this compassionate lady·., ,vho seemed 
to have dra,vn tears out of 1ny eyes by the sight of her, & then there 
ca1ne to me the ,vill to say ,vords a.Jso., speaking to her, & I said this son-
net. 

Colour of Love and scmb]an ces of pity 
Have never taken so wonderfully 
The face of the lady 

[XXXVII (xxxviii)] 
.. 

I c~une so far through the sight of this lady that Ill)' eyes begun to , 
delight too much to sec her, ,vhercfore often ] torn1cntcd myself in 
n1y heart & held myself for very vi]e, & 1nany times] blasphemed the 
vanity of my ey·es & said to then1 in my· thought; No,v I have ac-
custon1ed you to cause to \veep ,vhosoever sa,v }rour sad conditjon, & 
no,v it appears that you ,vish to belie it for tbi~ lady \vho looked at 
) 70U but ,vho ,vould not have looked at you, had not the thought so 
1nuch ,vcighcd on her of the glorious lady ,vhotn }rou 1-vere ,vont to 
lan1cnt~ But inasmuch as )rou can, cause that I retnind y·ou of her., 0 

IO 

evil eyes I that never until after death )7 0llr tears shall be restrained. And 10 
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,vhen I had thus spoken, myself to my ey·es1 & tl1e largest sighs as-
sailed me, ru1d painfullest, - to the end that this battle ,vhich I had 
,vith myself should not remain only by the v~1retch ,vho felt it I pro-
posed to n1ake a sonnet, & to con1prise in it this horrible condition, & I 
said thus; 

The hitter tears ,vhich ye shed 
0 mine eyes for so long titne 
1\ 1ade others ,vond er 
"\ Vjtl1 pity as ye sec 
No\"~" nlethinks ye ,vould forget jt 
If l, on my part~ ,vcrc such a felon 
That I did not disturb you ,,rjtl1 every reason 
Rc1ninding you of her ,vhom ye lan1entcd 
Your vanity makes me think 
And alarms n1e so that I vehemently fear 
The sight of the lady ,vho beho]ds you; 
\~c should never until death 
Forget our lady ,vho is dead; 
So says my heart, & then sighcth. 

[XXXVIII (xxxix)] 

I recovered then the sight of this lady in so ne,v condition that many 
times I thought pf her as of n person ,vho pleased me too much & I 
thought of her thus; This is a gentle fair young & ,vise ladyt \vho has 
appeared perhaps through the ,vill of love in order that tny life might 
rep osc & 1nan)7 times I thought n1 ore amorously, so that the h cart con-
sented in it that is, in its reasoning & ,vhcn I had consented so, I recon-
sidered it as moved by reason, & I said to myself; Ah! ,vhat thought 
is this, that in so vile mode ,vould console me, & not let me think other-
,visc? Then arose another thought & I said to myself - No,v thou 

10 hast been in so much tribulation, ,vhy \vilt thou not ,vithdra,v thyself 
fro1n so much bitterness? Thou secst that this is one breathing ,vhich 
1nay bring the desires of love for\vard & js moved by so gentle a party 
as that of the eyes of this lady ,vho has sho,vn herself so pitying. \:\There-
fore I having often thus contended ,vith myself J7 et ,vould not say any 
,vords, & because the battle of thoughts conquered those ,vho spoke 
for her, n1ctho ugh t it b ch ove d n1 c to spca k to her & 1 .said this sonnet, 
,v h ich beg ins; 

Gentle thought ,vhich speaks of you 
Con1es often to stay ,1~ith n1c 
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And talks of love so softly 
That it makes the l1eart consent to him 
The soul says to the I~Jcart, \-\'ho is this 
~rho cotncs to console our n1ind? 
And is its virtue so strong 
That it ,vill suff cr no other thought to abide? 
I-Jc ans\vcrcd her; 0 thoughtful soul 
This is a nc,v little-spirit of love 
"'"'hich brings its desires forth to me 
And its life & al1 its strength 
Is rnoved by the eyes of this pitying one 
YVho so concerned herself in our sufTerings. 

359 

And I call that gentle, i"nasn1uch as it speaks of a gentle Jady, ,vhich, 
on other gro11nds 1 ,vas most vile. I make in this sonnet parties of my-
self, according as 1ny thoughts ,vcrc divided in t,vo; the one party I 
ca]] Heartt that js, appetite; the other I call Soul, that isJ reason; and I 
speak as one speaks to the other. And that it is fit to c~:Il the appetite 
I-Ieart, & the reason, Soult is very· manifest to those to ,vhon1 I an1 
pleased that this should appear. It is true that in th~ preceding sonnet 

2.0 

30 

I make the party of the I-Icart counter to that of the Eyes and this ap-
pears contrary to that ,vhich I say in the present and therefore I say 40 
that there a.lso I design the Heart for the appetite since I had a greater 
desire to remember that most gentle Lady· of mine than to beho 1 d this 
one[.] Though I had some appetite for this }"et it appeared to me slight. 
Thus it appears that one saying is-not contrary to the other .. 

[XXXIX (xl)] 

Against this -adversary of the reason arose,. one day, as it ,vere in the 
ninth hour a strong imagin-a.tion jn me that I thought I sa,v this only 
Beatrice jn those bloodred gannent~ in ,vhich she first appeared to my 
eyes and she seenu:d youthful, of the san1e -age as ,vhcn I first beheld 
her .. Then I began to think of her & recollecting her jn the order of 
the past time n1y -hcart began· to repent itself bitterly of the dcsjrc to 
,vhich it had been so ba.sel)7 abandoned for some days~ contrary· to the 
co"nstancy of reason~ And this 1nischicvous desire being driven out n1y 
though ts turned th cmsel v es all to th cir 111 ost gent le Be a trice & I s-a. y, 
that~ from that hour for,vard I began to think so, ,vith all 1ny· heart 10 

ashun1cd, that the spirits manifested this man)r tio1es because as it ,vere 
all said in their outgoing that ,vhich ,vas thought in the hea.rt, namely~ 
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the honour of this most gentle one & ho,v she had parted from us. And 
it often happened that some thought had in it so. much grief that I for-
got it and there ,vhcrc I \Vas by this rekindling of sighs my intc:r1nittcd 
,vccping ,vas rcnc\ved in a 1nanncr that my eyes appeared to be t,vo 
things ,vhich desired only to ,veep & it often happened th at through 
the long continuing of the ,veeping a purple colour c-an1e out around 
them \v hich ,vas ,von t to a pp ear for s on1e ,vitn ess to others, \v hence 

:zo it sccn1cd that they \Vere fitly punished for their vanity. So that thence-
£ onvnrd they could not look at any pctson ,vho looked at then1 in a 
n1anner to dnnv rhe111 to an understanding. "\Vhcreforc I ,villing that 
such ,vicked desire & v·ain temptation should a.pp car destroyed, so that 
the rhymed ,vords ,vhich I had before said could not breed any doubt 
proposed to n1akc a sonnet, in ,vhich I should comprise the sense of 
this state of n1ind & I said 

30 

Alast through the force of n1any sighs 
'1"\1hic h proceed f rorn ti 1 e though ts ,v hich a re in the heart 
The eyes are conquered & have no strength 
To Jook at the person ,vho looks at them. 
And they' arc come to tha t 1 that they seem t\vo desires 
0 I ,vcc ping & of s ho\ving grief. 
Arid often they so lament, that Love 
Encirc ]es them ,vit h a cro\vn of martyrs. 
These thoughts & the sighs ,vhich I cast out 
Ilecome ,vjthin the he~ rt so bitter 
That Love there faints and so suffers 
Because they have in these dolorous (eyes) 
\X/ rittcn the -~"vect nan1c of l\1 y Lady, 
And 1nany "'-ords, of her dca th. 

I said, Al as! so n1u ch ,vas I ashan1ed that n1 y eyes had been th us fr i vo-
lous.. · 

[XL (xli)] 

After th1s trjbulation it happened at that time that many people 
came to see that Blessed image ,vhich Jesus Christ le£ t to us, for the 
example of his most beautiful figure, my Lady glorious1y bcholdsl that 
some pilgrims passed by,. a road \vhich is as it \Vere the midst of the city 
,vhere \Vas born., lived, & died the 1nost gentle Lady, -and the1r ,vent (as 
it n.ppeared to me) very thoughtful. Then I, thinking on the1n, said 
to myself, These pilgrjn1s appear to n1c to come from distant parts, & 
I do not believe that they- have even heard speak of this lady, & they 
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kno,v nothing of her; rather their thoughts arc of other thingst than 
of those here; they perhaps are thinking of their distant friends, ,vhon1 ro 
\Ve do not kno,v. Then I said to myself I kno,v that if they ,vere of 
the ncj gl 1boring country 1 they ,vo11 Id appear in some sort disturbed 
passing tl1rough the midst of this painful cit)7 • Then I said to n1yself, 
If I could detain them u little I ,vould n1ake them \veep before they 
go forth of this cit) 7 ; because I ,vould speak ,vords \Vhich should cause 
to ,veep ,vhocver heard them. Then these having passed out of 111y 

sight, 1 proposed to make a. sonnet in ,v hich I should signify that ,vhich 
I had said to myself & to the end that it should appear 1nore piteo11s I 
proposed to spcnlc as if I had addressed then1, & I said this sonnet; 

Ah Pilgrims ,vho go thoughtf nl 20 
0 n thin gs perhaps ,v hich are not here present, 
Con1 e y·c f ron1 so dist~ nt n tribe 
As ye s ho,v in y·our aspect 
That ye do not ,veep as ye pass 
Through the midst of the inourning city, 
As those persons ,vho scc1n 
1 .. o Jcno,v nothing of its ,voe. · 
If you \vi ll stay & hear it 
Verily my heart ,vi th sighs tells n1c 
Ill at ye shall go forth of it , vith tears 3 o 
It has I ost its Beatrice; 
And the ,vords which man can say of her 
Have po,ver to 1nakc others weep. 

I said Pilgrims, in the large sense of the ,vord as pilgrinls may be under-
stood in nvo senses in a liberal & a. strict one, jn the one, inasn1uch as 
,vhosoever goes out of his country is a pilgrim; in the other, one is not 
a pilgrim unless he goes to,vards the house of St Jan1es, or returns. 
There arc moreover three modes in ,vhich those people are properly 
distinguished ,vho travel in the service of the l\1ost High[.] They are 
called Pa lmers ,v ho go beyond sea, ,v hence they of ten fetch home 40 
palms. They arc calicd Pilgrin1s as many as go to the house of G ali~ia 
h ecause the scpul [ c] hrc of St James ,vas farther from his country than 
of any other apostle. They are called Romans (Romei) as many as 
go to Romc 1 thither, ,vhere these ,vhon1 I call Pilgrin1s ,vere going. 

[XLI (xlii)] 

Then t\vo gentle ladi~s sent to me praying inc that I ,vould send 
them son1c of these n1y rhyn1ed ,vords; and I considering their nobiHty·, 
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proposed to send thcn.1 these, and to 1nake something ne\v vthich I 
n1ight send them ,vith. these, so that I n1ight more honorabl)7 fulfil 
their requests; a.nd ·I then said a sonnet \vhich tells of my state, & sent 
it to then1 in con1pany \Vith the preceding, & ,vith another ,vhich be~ 
gins, Co111e to bear &c~ The sonnet ,vhich l then n1adct is; 

Beyond the hope ,vhtch goes largest 
Passes the sigh , v hie h comes f roin 111y heart, 

10 Nc,v tidings, that Love ,vecping p1accd in fr, then drn\vs up again; 
"\Vhen he is come there ,vhere he ,vould lu.\ 
He sees a lady \Yho receives honour, 
And sliines su that by her splendour 
Th c pi lgrhn soul heh o] ds her; 
Sees her such that ,vhen he tells me, 
I understand hi1n not; so subtiUy he speaks 
1'o the nlourning heart that he 111akcs it speak. 
I knolv that he speaks of that gentle onet 
Because of ten h c n1c n ti ons Beatri c~ 

2 o So that I understand hin1 ,vcl l, o La dies dear!· 

[XLII (xliii)] 
After this sonnet, appeared to me a ,vondcrfu] vision, in ,vhich I 

sa,v things ,vhich nlade me determine to say no more of this Blessed 
one, until I could more ,vorthily discourse of her; and to come at that, 
I study to the utn1ost, as she verily kno,vs~ So that, if it shaU be the 
pleasure of Hin1 to ,vhom all things live1 that my Jife should continue 
for son1e }rearst I hope to say of her that ,vhich ,vas never said of any 
one~ _and then may it please him ,vho is the Lord of courtesy, that my 
sou1t if it be possiblcj n1ay go to sec the glory of Him ,vho is blessed 
through all ages. 

End of the Ne.,v J ~ife. 

[J .. CHESLEY i\1ATHE,vsJ editor] 
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