
The prose drafts of Tennyson's

"Idylls of the king"

Citation
Staines, David. 1974. The prose drafts of Tennyson's "Idylls of the king". Harvard Library
Bulletin XXII (3), July 1974: 280-308.

Link
https://nrs.harvard.edu/URN-3:HUL.INSTREPOS:37363686

Terms of use
This article was downloaded from Harvard University’s DASH repository, and is made
available under the terms and conditions applicable to Other Posted Material (LAA), as set
forth at
https://harvardwiki.atlassian.net/wiki/external/NGY5NDE4ZjgzNTc5NDQzMGIzZWZhMGFlOWI2M2EwYTg

Accessibility
https://accessibility.huit.harvard.edu/digital-accessibility-policy

Share Your Story
The Harvard community has made this article openly available.
Please share how this access benefits you. Submit a story

https://dash.harvard.edu/submit-story?publicationId=83cf596b-feab-4011-b3c6-b423b6abbd26


Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXII, Number 3 (July
1974)

The Prose Drafts of Tennyson's 
Idylls of the King 

])11-vid Stai11es 

OR 1\10RE THAN s1xn~ \'"EARst the legends of King A...rthur ,vere 
___ to Alfred Tennyson a source of endless inspiration. In his 

car l y· t\ ve n ti es, he , vas drafting lines for pro j cctc d poems and 
a tnaS(JUe about Arthur. 1 At the age of t\venty-f our, he ,vrote 

the A1 orte dJ A rt bur., destined to become, thirty-five years later, the 
final n1em bcr of the / d ':tlls of the l(iug. He did not incorporate Balin 
and Balan into the §cries until 1886i ,vhcn he ,vas nearing eighty· .. Even 
in 1891, he ,vas still revising the / d yllr. I,is interest in the Arthurian 
1 cgend s and his poetic a tte1n pt to recreate th cn1 span 11 is en tire Ii tcrnry· 
career. 

The Idylls of the King is a cumu]ativc literary achjevement, the cul-
mination of 1~cnnyson1s interest in the Arthurian V{orld. At the same 

· ti1nei the con1p1etcd poem js the union of nvo different modes of co1n-
po:s1tion~ The A1orte d'Artbur and the Erst quartet of Idylls :J ,vere 
first ,vrittcn out in poetic drafts .. The ten-year delay in the progress: 
of his Arthurian poem led to a ne,v fori11 of composition~ For many 
of the renrn.ining idy11s, Tennyson ,vrotc out his first drafts in prose~ 
The prose draft5 offer an i1nportant perspective on the poet's method 
of cotnposition. They· reveal the central ideas that fonn the nucleus 
of the idyll; they exhibit a closer dependence upon source 1natcrial 
than the final poetic form suggests; they present the poet experitnent-
ing ,vith different approaches to the stories he selects. 

'\'ith one exception/ aH the extant prose drafts of the Idylls of tbe 
Ki u g are found in th c I--iar\}'ard Coll cge Library coil cc tion of Tc nn y 

j Sec T·l alhut•t I ,onl Tcr~oy:son] A If red I Jo rd Tennyson: A A-1 enzoir (K e,v York., 
I 89 7) ' II, I 2 2- r:! 5. 

In r 8591 Edward ;\-loxon published ldyllt of tbe l(ing 1 a ,·olume ''ithich con-
tained Enid, Vivien, F.laine, and Guiw.:•1.;ere. The next qusnet of idylls:1 The Con1-
iu~ of A-rthur, The J-I oly Grttill Pelte11t and Ettorre 1 and The Pn.rsing of Art/Jur, 
lppc~red in 18()9 in the volun1c 1 Tbe H ol:y Grail ((nd Other Poe111.J. 

a Sec footnote J 4. 

z8o 
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son~s Notebooks.4 l)espitc their importance, no study of Tennyson's 
poetry has included an edition of these drafts.ti The purpose of this 
article is the presentation of an accurate transcription of all the prose 
drafts of Tennyson '.s A rthurj::tn poetry. 6 

The Holy Grail 

Harvard Notebook 38 is devoted entirely to the Grail idyll.7 The 
first half of_ the Notebook contains a 1ong prose draft of the idyll ,vith 
only a f c,v short po c tic p a.ssa ge s in tcrspersed throughout the narra ti vc. 
The second ha]f of the Notebook contains an early poetic rendering 
of the prose account. Near the end of the Notebook is a short prose 
account of the quest of Sir Bors.8 

- [rr] 
No\'i.f ,vhen Sir Pcrciva1e had con1e back fron1 the Que.st of the Holy Grail, 
he ,vo111d have no rn ore to do ,,..i ith tilt & tournament but entered in to a mo n as-
ter )r & prc!:ient 1 y a f re r died. 

' The H n T\' .ard col I ection co t1t:;-. ins se ycnty~t\"Vo N otcbooks. Th ~se ·w~rc a cq u i rc.d 
by the Library berween 1947 a.nd 1959 '"'ith funds fron1 the bcql]cst of Arny LO\\.'en. 
For a d~sc r i pd on of the collection, see Edgar F. Sh:a.n non, Jr., and \X.7'. I-I. Bon dt 
"Literary J\-'Ianusc-...ripts-of Alfred Tennysnn in the I-fan~ard College Libr:aryt rlAR~ 
vA11:o LrnRAnv Bu1,J.ETIN1 X (1956), 2.54-174. 

i; 1n A{aterials for a T...ife of A. T. (London, no date)~ HnUam, Lord Tennyson 
included the beginning of the prusc draft of Tbe Holy G ·rail (I1Il 141-145). Joan 
Harnnan rn"3de a close study of the. dr~fts of Gareth m1d Lynette., dl"he ~1:a.nuscripts 
of Tennyson ls 'G .arcth .and Lynette 1,' 1 H A1tv A RD L1nRARY Bu LLE-TI N" t XI n ( 19 59), 
239-i64. In ICTennyson Papers. llL 'Id,-Hs of the King\P The Corn,;ill 1\t«gi1zrnet 
CLill (1936), 534-557., Si.r Charles Tennyson refers to the ·prose drafts and quotes 
:1 fc\r.: !-::Ckct(!d passages, A V ariortnn Rdition of Te-nuysoi(s idyll~ of f1je King, edit~d 
hy John Pfor<lrc.sh(!r (Nt:~\" York, 1973 ), 1Ylikh ~ppe:arf!d ~f ter this anidr "\vent to 
press, contains some of th~ drafts1 though the transcriptions invoh·c a nu1nbcr of 
misre~dings and i1~ac:cnracfo~. 

! Since the pri n1ar y pu rposc of this -art idc is n Ac-cur a tc tra nsc ripdon of the 
drafts., expbnatorr con1n1ent ha." hec11 kept t() a .i:ninhnuin. The systen1 of tr~nscrip~ 
ti on e1n pJ nyed th r<l ugh out js as fol lows: all deletions in the n1 a n.u scrj pt a p pen r ·with-
in pointed brackets; ~cldttions -above the Jines in the m:1n1Jscdpt appear jn italics; the 
tr.an.~cri pt ion of eac l, folio begins with the folio n um L er in. !Jrac k ets; n aste t ~sk 
after the folio nun1ber indicates that the poet inverted 1.he Notebnok \vhen he \.Vrote 
the passage. The drafts from the Hnrvard Notebooks nre prjntc.d by permission of 
the HJJ.rvard College Library . 

., NoteLook 381 nrn.rukd ho3rd notebook, red oilcloth .spi:nc, 91/~ X 7 inchr:s; 36f., 
pbin Ll u e oval piper 1 "'v.a ten nc1 r kcd: E. T o\V good/ 1863, :";Ind B l"i ta nnfa in :Hl oval. 

a Of ~,1 d1c critic~I ~tudie~ of the ldyifs, only J. P. Eggers 1 l(ing Arthur's Lau-
reate (Ne,v York 1 19i I) notes the significance of this later ~ddidon of Bors jn the 
.1 c:count of the G :rail qt 1csrs. 
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But ere th.is one of the holy fa the rs ,v ho w.a s his chief f den J in the .in on:1 stcry, 
,v-ould often ~sk h1m about this Quest of the Grail., &. ho,v it all came about._ 
& one day Sir Pcrciva]e to]d him all he could remember .. 

0 brother,. this holy Gniil._ .is-the cup out of ,~.,hich our blessed ]ord draok 
at tlte last' supper. J oscp1t of Ari1natt1ca l1rought it to Glastonbury- & it hc~lcd 
many of th~ir disea.lies & ,vrought faith io their hc..--uts~ but the tunes gre,v so 
,vjckc<l that it {pa) \Vas caught up to heaven & cHsappcarcd. 

0 brother, I had a sister a nun in the nurn1ery at Camelotr No hojier being 
ever ,vorc the pa vcm en t ,v j th her knee. Shut out as she V.'as f rorn the ,vorld, 
the noise of an adulterous race be-at thro' the gratings of her ccU, & she prayd 
& f astcd the in ore. 

No,v her confessor, a holy Father 1 a hundred ,vinters old,. to]d her this legend 
of t 1e I-Io] v · Grail, '\vb i ch !rn cl 1, cc n han<lc<l clo \Vrt f roin the ti n1es of our Lordi .. 
hy six or seven old men,. each a hundred winters old. If the 1-Ioly Grail (he 
said) should reappear, there nlight yet Le hope for the wodd. () father she 
s~id ,vould it appear to me if 1 praytd & fa~Ted? & he 'Y ca, daughter, 

[:zt] 
,vho kno,vs but it nJ ig ht, if thy hca rt be as pure as sn 0,,.1. & she pn1 y <l & f astcd 
till the sun shone thro' her & the "\'i.71nd hlew throJ. her. 

Then on a day she sent to n1c to speak \\rich her~ & J went to the nunnery, 
& be hold her eyes \Vere "\vond crfu l in the light of her holiness & she told me 
that ~he had seen rhe holy vessel In rhe de!rl night-:. ~he had been ··waked by 
a strain of s,vc-ct nlusicJ & there came in a long bcain of light, brlghter than any 
snnbEam & do,vn this be,nn s1o,vly past the 1-:lo~y Gr-ail & the ~,hitc waHs of her 
cell \:vcr-e dycJ in rose-colour., & th.c Grai1 pa.st & the beain, & the roscco]our 
slo,viy faded a,vay. Lo noYl, my brother, she said,. fast thou also & pray & teU 
thy brother knights to fast & pray th-at pcradvcnt ure the holy thing may come 
to you a I so, & t11 e ,vor1d be healed of its ,vickedne.~T 

And l ,vent a\vay & spake of all this to 1ny brother knights & many among ~s 
pray'd & fasted. No,.-v there Vi/i:15 a young Jn-Jn among us, Gafahadi ,vhom 
.A.rthur had knj ghtcd, & there never ,va s so young a man k nigh tcd bcf ore -
some ~id he ,vas a so11 uf La ncclot, some that he ,vas begotten by enchant-
ment- but " 1hen I spake ,vith him of the Graili his eyes look'd so Hke my 
sister's that I could ha vc thought J !.C V.'a.s her brother. 

And there stood a scr1t in our great Hall which 

- [3r] 
l\.1crlin h~d fashioned Jong ago before he past ~rway~ & it 1.va.'; carved "\:i:.1hh 
:,trnnge figures & in & out the figures there \Vere ]etters jn a tongue no man 
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could read; & l\•lcr1in c~U'd the s.e.:1t The Siege !)erilous for he sgid No mnn can 
sit there but he shall lose hin1sclf & Gab.had suid If I lo:sc myself I shall s:avc 
n1yself.. 

And it chanced one night ,vhen the banquet ,vas 5pread in the Hall that Gala-
had ,v ou] d sit in the chair of l\ 1cr1 in. 

And .im1ncdj atcl r there ,vas cracking & riving & rending of th c ra f tcrs~ & th ere 
entered in a b e~n1 seven ti n1 e.s mo re c] Ear than dt1y, & in the n1 id st of the ljg ht 
tl1c 1-Ioly Grail pa:st thro'" the Han, but it was bidden in a iuuri11ous-cloud & 
cv·cry n1an looked it his neighbour & behold his face ,vas glorious, & ,ve stared 
at one another Jike dumb n1cn. 

Then l arose among the knights & bound n1yself by a strong vo,;,v that because 
I had not seen the Holy Grail ,vhen it past I ,vould go forth to the end of the 
\vorld tiH I found it. And Galahad & most of the. knights S'Worc ,vith rnc: & 
even Ga,vain S\vore~ 

Then said the monk to Sir Percj vale 
And ,vhr1t said Arthur? did he aHo,v your vo,vs? 

And Perci va 1c ans wcr~ d 
The King ,vas not there albeit he had ,v.i] led to be there: he ,vas sn c king n 

bandit-hold ovc r the hills: ho,vb ei t he sa,v something of the n1a rv cl., for as 
he returned from the sacking, having slain the robbers, ,vhcn the land ·was 
d~rkcning he looked up & he cried fliond Dehold the roofs of our great I-fall 
are roU'd in thundersn1okc: pray heaven they be not smitten by the thunder-
bo It: for the roofs of the Ha 11 seemed to smoke & the H aU ,vas d car to him 
seeing it is the costliest in the 1vorld. 

0 brother had you kno,vn our nlight~{ hall 
\Vhich Merlin ltuilt for Arthur long ago. 
For f 0\1 r great zo n cs. of sculpt urc, set h et,vixt 
,vith nmny a rnysttc symbol 1 gird the Hall 
And i rJ the lo,vest beasts :1 re slaying men, 
And in the second men are slaying beasts 
And j n the third are \Varriors pcrf cct H1tn 

And in the fourth are men ,vith gn)\ving ,vings 
And on the top a statue in the 1nould 
Of Arthur, 1nade by l\1er1in ,vith a cro"'n 
And pc-akd \Vings pointed to the Northern StarL 

& the statue faces the East & the cro,vn & the ,vi11 gs r1 re go iden & sll ine far over 
the iand at su nrisc. 
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- [5r] -
l"hcn the great King & his con1pany rode s,vjft1y· up to the Hall. And the 

l{ing rode into the haJl & I looked up & Sa\v the g<)}den dragon b]ezc on hls 
hEad. 

And he spoke to nie O Pcrcivale / for there ,vas a tumult amnng us/ ,vhat 
is this~ 

And I told hirn .. vhat h~d ch~nccd & hi~ fuce d,1rke11ed & he said had I been here 
ye "\\'OU]d not S\1/0rn r sic] & he sard O Pc-rch•!llc didst thou sec the Grail 

Nay Lord I said I heard the sound & I s:nv the light but the Grai, ,v~s cov-
ered \Vitn cloud, 

And the King spoke :1gain & jsked us knight by knjght ,vhcther :.-lny lrnd seen 
the holy Grail 

And they ~ns,vced & S-::lid Nay Lord for the (.;r"dil ,\•;.1s hirlden & therefore ,ve 
have ta ken our vo ,vs 
<For) And Galahad crie<l out in a shri11 voice 

But I Sir Arthur sa\v the 1-Ioly Grail 
I sa,v the Ho]y Grail & heard n cry 
0 Gahlhad & 0 Gah1 lrnd follo,v n1e! 

Ah Ga\vain, G~\vain s~id the king~ Is this v.ision for thee? but 110\v O Perci~ 
Yale thou & th~- hol r nuni thy sister, h:rvc broken up the fair order of nly 
Table Round '\'hich I founded for ptirc Jifc, & the redressing of hum3n ,\ 1rong. 
For many '1mong you have t'1ken this vu,,.-, '\.vho ,vjll never see thi~ vision, & 
n1any a1nong you ,,_rill foHO\\' \\'an<lcring fires & be lost jn the quaguljrcJ & this 
sm11e goodly company of knights ,viii never meet again in my hall. 

- [6r]-
,v~crcforc niy hc::1:rt is sad unto death~ but since I rn:1y not djsallo,\· the 

vo"~ s ye have t'1 k e11., Io n O\V, let us com c togcrher in th c rnorn in g for one last 
tilt & tourney of gracious p-astitnc that I 1nay see you once n1ore al1 together 
& rejoice jn your pro\Ve.5s & the order ,vhich I have made. 

Then \\'e lnet together h1 the n1orning & I & Sir Gabhad overthre\\' most of 
the knights for the strength of the Vision \Vas in us. 

And ,,--hen thjs ,vas over the I{ing & the Queen & mnny Ladies rode \vith us to 
the gatcsi & the \Von1cn ,vcpt & the 111cn, & rjch & poor ,veptl & the King could 
scarce speak for ,vccping & the QLiccn .shrieked & ,vaild & said Alas for our 
sjns tl1js l1as co111e upon us. 
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Then ,vc parted & ,ven.t eat:h his o,vn ,vay~ & I \vas gbd at heart~ & I thought 
of 1ny pro,vess in my Hsts & ho"v I had be~ten do,\·n {the} 1J1a11y knights1 & 
the 51111 never sccrr1cd so hrj_g-ht1 nor the sky so hiuc, nor the earth so grccn 1 & 
I felt thut I should cotne upon the Holy Gnii1. 

'"Then after a,vhile n1y mind ,\·as darkened & every evH ,vord I had spoken, 
& every evil thought I had thoughtt & every cvi] deed I had done stood round 
about me like fiends & cried 21oud The I-Ioly Grai1 is not for thee. And I 
]1fted up my eyes & I .. vas in n fond of 'sand & thorns:i & I '\\'aS athirst even unto 
.S\Vooning & I sa:j<l 'Thjs quest .is not for thee! 

- [7r] -
And I thought n1y thirs.t ,\·ould have slain n1e: "\\'hen b~ho1d as 1 rode on 

I s~,v h1""ns of deep gn1ss1 & a runntng hrmJk ,vhit::h made a .So\1.nd nmong the 
stones, & greet. appietrccs ,vith golden apples on either side of the brook & 
an1ong the ]a\vns. and I said I ,viii rest here: I ~m not "\\·Orthy of the quest. 
And I hcbr-an to drink of the brook & to ~at of the golden app]es, & "\1;:hl!e I 
"ras eatJng., it aH fell a,vay into dust 1 & I ,vas ag:1in an1ong the sand & the thorns. 

And again J rode nn & suddenly I ,vas ~"\VUTe nf a f~ir ,vornnn 1 & shes-at by the 
door of s house~ & the house ,va.s fair & pleasant to ]ook upon 1 & the eyes of 
the ,vo1nan "rcrc kind & innocent & her ,vays ,\ .. ere gracious & she opened out 
her arms to n1e, tho"t ~he "\VO!l ld sriy re,~t here & 1 i.,·ent up & touched her & 
lo she fell into dust & the h.ous:c bccan1c :1 ruined shed & in it there ,-.;,,as a dead 
h:ihc 1 & 1 ,vas again an1ong the sand & tl1e thorns 

And again 1 rode f or\'vard & tl\crc fell a ydlo,v gkanl over the ,vorld, & it past 
over the p1ough 1d field & the pknvmr1n left his plough & fe]l do\vn before it & 
the tnilkn1aid ]cft n1ilking her kine & fen do\,;,rn before it & I tho1,1ght it \Vas 
the rising sun but the Sun had risen & I turned & behold a giant ,vith a jc\vclld 
hdinct & in golden annour & 11is ]\orsc in golden annour studded " 1ith je,;vels. 
& he seen1ed the Lord of all the ,,~orld he ,va~ so huge & I thought he "\vou ld 
slain me & I n1ade ready to do battle ,vith him & behold he opened his anns 
,vidc to e1nbrace 1ne & I touchd him & he fcH into dust 1 & I ,v.1.~ ~n1ong tbc 
sand & tbe thorns 

f8rJ 
And again I rode on\van.1 & f:1r off hcho!d there ,v~s a city on the top of :1 

great hiH: & thE tcH.ver:s & pinn~dcs {thereof) ·vitere unbe1icavablc [sic] for the 
height thereof, for they pierced thro"' the cloud.~ of heaven. And as I drc\i; 
near I sa-i;,v a great company before the gates of the city & they cried out to 
me ,-is J clonlh the hill Conic up Sir Pcrctv~lc "\vdcnn1e thou grcalest knight 
among men~ hut \vhcn l can1c to the top there ,vas no nrnn there & I ,vent 
into the ctty & it \\':-tS .. ~:~ste & de~oh~tc & there ,vas only one n1an in it of an 
execClUng o]d age & I spake to him ,·vhcrc js that great co1npany that cried 
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out (to nH::} upon me. and he had .c,·c:n.rcc any voice to ans\~.'cr but he sn1d 
lVhence art thou & "'ho art rr1ou & even ,vhilc he ,vas speaking he fell into 
dust & disappeared & J cried out 

Lo if I find the I-I ol y Grai 1 itself & touch it it also ,vi1 l crumb le to d ast 

Then I ,vent do\ 1ln into va 11 ey on the other side of the hi H & the va I Jc y ,v~s as 
lo,v as the hiH ''-'~S high & in :it the bou·on1 '\\1~s a Ertle chapel & a hermitage 
& a hen11i t & ,vh en I had told hi a U that cha need to rn e he a ns,vcrcd m c & said 

0 Son thou l1ast not true hun1ility 
ThE highest Yirtuei mother of them all~ 
For ,~•hen the Lord of all tl1ings 111ade himself 
l'\laked of Godhead for hi~ n1ortal chlng-c 
Take thou my robe O lord she said tis pure 
And a 1 l her form sho nc forth in sud den Jigh t 
So that the ~ngcls ,vcr-r. -:ilnazcd & she 

[gr] -
FoHo\v~d hin1 do\\'fl & like a .fly~ng :strir 
L-c d on the gr~ y haired ,visdonl of the Eist 
But her rhou hast not kno,vn: for "\\'hat is this 
~rhou thoughtcst of thy prO\VCSS & thy sins-
Thou hast not Jost tl1y.sel f to save thyse]f 
As Galahad. And Sir Galaha<l as he sp-ake 

Rode up to the chape1: & ,vhen I Jookd on the brjght faced boy knight his eye 
hnd po\ver upon me, & J believed (,,;,0hat) as he believed & n1y fear left me, 
And the H ol r n1a n took a:\vay 1n y burnj n g thirst., & at the sacring of the 1na:ss., 
& 1 SJ,v hut th.c bksscd Elements hut he said 

I sa,v the fi cry face 9S of a child 
That s:n1ote itself into the bread & '\'ent 

And ,vc ]cft our horses ,vith the hcrnlit for there ,vas a n1ountc1;n before us 
,v h ich none cou 1 d c 1 in1 b but 1n an. And as , v c cl0111 b the n1ount-:1 in I to] d Sir 
Galahad al1 thnt I had told the hermit & he said Ca.re not thou for thou sh~H 
~ee the GraiJ ev·en tho far a,,,ay & I go to be a cro,vned king in the Spirjcual 
city.' And ,vhcn ,vc carne to the top of the .n1ountain there brake on us a 
thunder & a ,ightening so that I never sa\v the Hl(e of it; & f7S ..-..ve \,;,•ent do\\ 1n 
again~ the Hghtcning ,vas so fierce it struck here & there to the Jcft & to the 
righti & the ol<l trunks & sterns uf trees that ,vcrc dc~d bralc into fire, & at th(! 
bottom of the mount~in there ,vas a fou] & black S\varnp~ & by the lightening 
I .~·a\V that in it there (,vere) ltTy the bones of men. And there "\\'ere seven piers 
built across the nlarsh & sc\·cn Ught bridges frorn pier to pjcr~ & every one 
uf the bridges \\·as vej}ed in -with 
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-f1or]-

roses~ (And Gal) and at the end of the piers Vr'~s a boat and beyond it the 
Great Sea. 

And Ga1ahad ran along them brjdge by bridge 
And eveTy bri cl ge a~ soon '1 he had r~st 
Sprang into fire & van ishcd 

& he le..'lpt into the hont & I ,vas alone for l ,1rou]d not follo,1.1.. and the boat 
,vent ,vith an exceeding S\,•jftncss & thrice over hin1 the I-leavens opened & 
bJazed ,vhh thunder like the shoutings of all the sons of God. and "\\'hen first 
they a:pcncd I bche]d him far out on the Great; sea & over h.is head ,vas the 
holy vesse] c]othed in ,vh1te san1ite or a luminous c1oud. & \\'hen they blazed 
I be 11 cld hinl very far 3\Va y & over b inl the ho] y vcsse l redder than any rose 
"rhereby I kne,v that the veil had been ,vithdra\\rn from it: & ,vhen the 
Hen vcns <J pen eel & h lazed the third ti me I sa,v h 1n1 no bigger th-an the point 
over :an i & far a,,ray behind hin1 in o. clc~r spot of sky I s:nv the gates of the 
Spidnrnl City no larger than a pear] & over it a tiny b]oodred spark, & dwell 
tljerc & I kne,v it it [sic] \Vas the Ho]y Grail. Then the Heavens can1e do-wn 
:is tho they ,voul<l dro\vn the \Vorld & l s:nv no nlorc & I was glad at heart 
& I ,vent back to the Hermitage & took n1y charger & :so rode back to the 
Court of the King, & I ha"d 1 )ten from him t\.velvern on th. & a day • 

. A.nd there sat the King in hjs hall '-vhich l\1.er1in & all his knights ,vere before 
hirnJ they that {nev) had not gone out on the I-Joly Qllcstt & they had g<ine; 
& of these not tc:n had returned'.!' hut ramnng them ,\·ere S,r Ga,vain & Sir Lan-
celot 

[9v] ~-
Then Ambrosius askd hin1 again. 0 llrothcr for in our old books I find 

rnriny such marvels & (]ikc} miracles like unto these- only I find not this Holy 
Grail; & ,vhc.n I have read tit my eyes ~re da'l.ed & my h~d S\VJms., & ,1/hcn our 
holy offices have been accon1p1ish"dt then I go forth into -our little thorpe & 
stand in the 1narkct, & h::1.1·e joy 1n the chaffering & cha.ttcrjng of the men & 
the ,vo1nen, & I gossip \Vith thcnl about all things) delighting n,ysdf yea {not) 
even ,vith their hens & their eggs. 0 brother, didst not thou also find men & 
,vo111co in thy quest, or {did) phantoms only 

0 brothcr 1 said Pcrcivalc, to one so bound by vo,v as I ,vas ,von1en & 1ncn are 
but as phantoms. ,vhy ,vilt thou sh:unc rnc to make n1e confess to thee that 
I faltered in 1ny quest & my vo,v. {for the Vision had not conic to me, &) for 
I had Jain 1nany nights in the thickct 1 & I (had} ,vas lean & 1neagrc & the \ 1is.ion 
had not come: & happened one night that I dre,v near a goodly t(nvn \Vith a 
great d\\·cUing jn midst of it, & I \vent into it & l ,vas disarmed by fajr nrnidcns 
& \\'hen J came intn the ba11quet haH, behold the Princess of the Oistk 1 ,v.-is 
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the one & that one on1y ,vhich had ever n1ade my hean ]eap+ For I ,vas a 
sicndcr page .in her father's hall & she a sicn4er dan1scl & tny heart ,vent after 
with 1 o·n ging r 

[10v] -
But ,vc nc\r-cr ha.d kissd }jps or claspt h~nd. & lo I had found her again & one 
11ad ,vedd ed h f:'Y & (s) he ·was dead & sl 1e had a 11 his p osscs~i ons and 1 d ,v ch 
there & she grrve her [sic] me l)anc1nct c~ch richer th:ln before~ for her long-
ing ,vas to n1e; & one day ,\rhen I sat 11 t1der the castle in an orch~rd she C1lrnc 
to,vard me & en1brl1ce d '11/r! & ca I I'd 1ne t be greme st of a 11 the kn ig b ts & ga \'e 
hc-rsdf ,vith all her ,vcalth to tnc, & I re1nen1bcred Arthur's ,vords & the Quest 
faded in my heart~ And her people can1e to us & said \\'e ha,;,re heard of t1~cc, 
dn thou ,ved our lildyi & rule over us & he as .A.rthur in the land. But one night 
I a.rose for I rcn1eff.1:bcr'd the VO\\' I had s,vorn, &_ past from her but I 1vaild & 
,vept & 1 hated n1yse}f & the Holy Grail to '-Vhich l had S\\'Orn. 

I ,valking in her orchard underneath 
The castle \Va Hsi she ca me up on th er c 
Lo no,v I came upon her once aga1n 
And one had ,vedd-ed her & h~ ,vas dead 
Antl aU his \vcalth & Jand & state ,vas hers. 

And caUing n1~ the greatest of al1 knights 
E111braced n1e & so kiss'd n1e the fir.st time 
And gal.re hersdf and all her \1i.'C;1lth to HlC 

And J rc1:ncrnber'd .A.rtburs warning to us 
That n1ost of us ,vould foHn"\V \1i.'andcring fires 
And the Quc!;t faded in my heart, Anon 
The heads of all her people came to me 
Ilejoicjng 
And th ere I d ,vcl t & every day she (set} rn ride 
A banquet richer than the day before, 
For all ber longing after tnany years 
lV~s to,\:ard n1e1 a~ before+ 

lV cd c11ou ,\,-jth her 1 & rule thou over us 
And sho,v sh 

~[1,r]-
l'hcn spa kc the King to Sir G rn vain O Ga \VH in 1.v~ s this t] nest for thee? 

Nay, Lord, said Sjr Ga\vain 1 & J spake ,-vith a holy nrnn & he told me: .. fhis 
ciucst is not for thee,, & I \Vas ·weary of the quest but I ch~nccd upon merry 
nrnidcns & the t,velv(!n1nrith & a day "\vcrc p]casant to rtlc. 
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Anil the King hov/d his head nor ans,vcrcd, hitn hut turned to me S: (spake) 
ask'd n1c O Pcrcivalc, pure knig1lt & true, ,vh~t ll:ath chanced to thee? 

And I to]d hitn aU that chanced & the King bo"~cd his head to,vard 1nc, but 
anS\~Tered ?J!f! not & spake to Sir Lnncelot 

1 ~ho u also, Sir I ... a ncclot 1 in ,v h om I have most love & mo.st affiance, hast 
thou seen the holy vision. 

And Sir Lancelot dropt his head upon his breast, & his co1our "\'.Vanned upon his 
fnce & tiil after a \vhile he spa1{e nor, & then he groaned & s~id 

0 king, my friend - happier are those thnt \\·clter in their sin & are covt:reu 
like the S\V j nc ,vith the 1n u d of the ditches: but n1y sin was. of so str:1 n gc a kind 
that aH that ,;vas nob]e in me 9 & all that ,vas knightly (at} gre,v to it & t\\Ttned 
about it till the ,\•hoksome flo,liler & the poisonous fio,vcr \Vere each as either 
& could not be rent asunder. And 1 therefore took my YO\V "iSith the rest! that 
p era d ven turc, if I tni gh t see & touch the Holy \T es~el, they "\VO u ld b c r c n t 
asunder. And I ,vent forth & I too spake ,\•ith a holy n1an & he told me that 
save J cou 1 d rend them asunder my Quest ,vas in vain: & I s,,i.,-orc to him to do 
according to aH that he 

- [ I 2r] -
lvi]led: & I past forth I ron1 h..im & in strivjng to rend tbern asunder I fe1l into 
my mnd n.ess as of old: & n1y n1adnes~ drove me into ,v:riste fields ,1.~hcre I ,v;1s 
hcatcn do\Vn hy mean lrrdghrs~ \,~ho ~honld have fnllcn before the ,vhiff of 
1ny s.\.vord & the shado\v of n1y lance: & I catne to the naked sca~shorc, & the 
land ,,·as flat & barren & nothing grc\v on the banks of the sea but a little coarse 
gnass hut 2 hl2st Llc"-' nlung the sea & the shore. 

& hcap'd in mounds & rjdgcs all the sea 
Drove, like a cataract & ::.ll the sand 
S\\1Cpt Uke a rhn:~r & the cloudy sun 
\Vas sh:1kcn ,vi th ti 1c 111 o tl on & the so m1 d 

& there \va,....:; a little bo:at tossing~ Lrj1nful of seafoa111, anchored ,vith ch;:ijn; & 
I snid to myself in ,ny nrn.dncss I ,vill cn1bark & \Vash a,vay n1y sin in the gre~t 
sea 

Seven days I drove along the. dreary d~cp 
And "\Vith inc drove the nloon & -al1 tl ~c stars 
And the ,vind f.c.H & on the SEvcnth day 
I heard tl.e shingle grjnding in the surge 

& behold 
A castle liken rock upon a rack 
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,:Yfrh mighty portals open to the sea 
And stc ps t ha. t n1 ct t I 1c l,rcakcr. T J 1cr c \,•as none 
Stood near it but a lion on each side 
That kept the entry. & the moon ,vas fun. 

- [lJr] -
A11d fro1n the boat I kapt & up the stairs 
Thos~ n,·o great beasts rose upv~·ard Hke a man 
Each seized a should er & } sto n d 1 ct,vccn 
And \1i.rhen I ,vould stricken then1 can1e :1 voice 
JJ o u bt not, go f onva rd if thou doubt the beasts 
\\ 7j] I teilr thee picctn1cal; & \\:ith violence 
lt sn1ote the s\vord out of my hand & \\;ent. 
And up into the sounding haJl l sa\\1 

No bet1ch nor table., p:.-dndng on the ,vall 
Nor shield of knight only- the rounded monn 
Thro' the tall orjc] on the 1·0Uing sea. 
But ahvays in the quiet house I heard 
Ckar as a lark, hjgh ocr inc as a lark 
A s,vcet ,roice singing in the topn1ost tov1cr 
To the easnvard: up 1 clo1nb a thousand steps 
lVith pain: a~ in a dre:an1 l stem'd to climb 
For c,Tcr: but I rc:1ch'd a .little door 
A light \Vas i11 the crannies & I heard 
"fhc11 in n1v nrndness I ess-avld the door 

& it yielded, & there came 011~ light 7 times n1ore cl ~ar & tbere,vhhal a heat 
,vh blasted my eyesight so that I s\vooncd a\\'ay: hut thro) the Jight & the heat 
n1ethought I Sil\V the Holy Grail- all pall~d in cr1111son san1ice & around 

Gre~u: Angels! a,vf ul sh~pes & ,,•jngs & eyes 
And but for my rnadnc-ss & my s,vooning & my sin I sd kno"" thflt 
T .sn,v '\\'hat 1 sa\v: yet ,vlrnt 1 s:.-nv ,vas covered, & 1 
Count myseJf as having f;1Jl1d ;n the Quest. 

r 14v1 -
And the king snid. 0 J..,-:c1nce1ot thou h~s-r erred .. with thy tongue. Never 

could all that ,vjs nobJe in a n1:an & <all that ,,r:as clirlg round his one sin \\rhat-
soever it be, but there ,.,,.as k.ft a remnant of knighthnod & of nnhlrnes5~ th~t 
gre,v a part .. see thou to th at~ 

And said I not i.v-cH th.at fc,v of tho~e '\vho ,vent out to the Holy Qne..~t w·d 

return; that most of you ,vould follo,v ,vandering fires & be lost in the quag-
1nirc1 & that ever -after I shou]d have to ]ook at a harrcn bo~r<l & :a lean ordcrL 
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and not ten among you have returned & of those to \Vhoin the "\1ision can1ci 
he, my g reatcst knight~ holds h in1se lf a~ having failed to see it~ 8: e not her has 
seen it afar off, & he ,viH pass ::nn1y into the Silent life & he Jost to mei & an-
nther has hnd the vision face & l,:as past a,vay J & Jcft his pfacc empty here,. 
ho,vcvcr ot hen v isc they n1 a y c ro'\'Vn hitn. 0 

- I19v} -
Yea said Perciva1e for as I rode back tlrro~ n ,vood that ,vns half stript of the 
Jeaf I beheld before me ,,·horn af c1r off I la1e,v for Sir Born for I 1cne"7 hin1 
by the breadth of shoulder & 1 rode up to him & \,•e fe1 I into talk & af rer I 
hid told hin1 all I had seen & hcs:ougbt hbn a,s:o to speak to me of his Quest 
The coJour ca1ne into his visage & the ,vater to his eyes & after a "-'hi1e he 
spak c to mt. 

J ,vent forth \l 7irh the rest & "'andering thro fi dd & forest Sir La.nceJot dash'd 
across In1: un rus great hbck charger & I fe:;ud me th::1t he h'1d fallen into m:ld-
ness ,vh had seized on hin1 before & made hin1 the talk of tbc court & I cdcd 
out to him to say R.idest thou thus madly after so Holy Qn~t -as ours? & he 
stayd not for a 111on1ent but cried out vVithold n1c not~ there is a lion in the 
1\'ay & he galloped on to the Great Sea & I Jost hitn. & I rode on softly nor did 
I much vex my heart about the Quest, for I thought if it '-Vill come it ,viU 
con1c & (the) I & the Quest arc in the hands of Goel, but about my · hrothcr 
i.vas l troubJed for ho,v should he ever co1ne upon lhe \'ision being as he \Vas 

And I rode on even until I c~rnc upon the Paynt1ns of the Y\lcs.t~ our 1)1oo<l & 
our fol kl to "'"hon1 the tnessage had not come but yet they d \\rdt it1 Pagan 
darkness & made their circles of stone, & struck up n str~ight stone to fal1 
before it., & caH'd ll God & knc,v no God but the Sun. & \Vhcn they s•;nv a 
knight of the ne\,;,r faith & f nm1 J\.5 court 

- [30v] -
they n1oc::kd & told n1c that I follo,vcd a "'andcring fire: - bcli~ving in the 
,vords of Arthur - but our God is no 

Ily "rhom the blood l)catsj & the bloss~Jm blows 
And the se:1 ro Us & ever yd ling is done 

& it ,votdd never be ,veil for this Brirajn ti11 the Xt ,verc put do\vn & the Snn-
,vn~hip set up ag:;iin 

g rfhcs line 1narks the end of the pnJSC dr::tft, Fo!io r 5r cont~in~ a po~tic:: \'Ctsiort 
of Arthurts final ~pee.ch ro his knightst 1'A11d son1e ~n,ong you said th:u if the king.~' 
The fol1olving folio:5~ ,,·ith the exception of 19,· .and 30,·~ contain a poetic account 
of the Grail ston·. 
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Seo f cd nl e & be.at n1c & bound n1 c & cast 111e do,•.111 

chamber 
theft 

a young dan1sel 

,v icken\ ·or k 
The 7 col u stars of Arthur's \Vain 

& in a rn onH",n r all across 
The seven cold ::::itahi jn colour Jike 3 hand 
Before a bu rnj n g ta per p.ast th c Graj l 

& thro 1 the cleft 
I sa,,r die ton1 sky & the :flyjng rack 

IJelleas and 12ttrrrre 
Though H~llan1 ~fennyson referred to a prose draft of Pelleas and 

E tt nrr e an1 o ng h j s father., s nl an user j pts, 10 th er c j:, no extant prose draft 
to verify his sratcn1ent. In H·arvnrd Notebook 39, ho,vever, there 
arc five stubs ,vhich contained a prose draft of the idyll.11 Only a 
felv fo]ios re1nain in t1lis Notebook; at the beginning, there is a poetic 
draft of a fe,v lines fron1 The Cou1i;;g of Art bur, a poetic draft of a 
nc,v ~ddition to 1l!erlin and Vi-vieu/2 and a fc,v lines fron1 the nev; 
addition to the Alorte di Artbur. At the hack of the Notebook arc 
five stubs ,vhich sho,v that Tennyson inverted the Notebook and 
began a prose draft here of t11c Pcllcas idyll. The fc\v ,vords remaining 
on the stubs sho,v th:tt the drflf t extended four-and-~nc-half pages in 
length. On the fourth stub, the seventh l~st Jine begins \Vith "Pelle" 
and the third line begins ,vith "Pell." 1-..hc opening line of the fifth 
stub bcgjns, ~(So Ga,vai.'' Thus the stubs arc evidence that Tennyson 
did ,vritc a prose draft of at least u major section of Pe/leas and Ettarre. 

Tbc I'assh1g of Arthur 
,,lhen Tcnny~on decided to incorporate his earlier poem, A1orte 

d'Artbur, as the final idyll in his series1 he added an introduction to 
-i:~ ,iSoru-e passages of the 'ldyils] \V~rc .first ,,·ritten in prose~ and I find ~n1ong hjs 

!ll ::t n. user i pt~ pro sc ~s l etc hes for part or 'l. ... h c 1 -l ol y G rnil 1] 4. Pc l l c~ s and J~ tta rrc, i 

1G~rcth and Lynette,' 'J.nd for 1B'J.]jn and B~hin' ' 1 (.Afenwir, TI~ 134)a "\V. E. H~ 
Lecky commented jn -a simibr Yein, '~He had ·w~itten out p:uts of the fast 'Idy]Js.' 
in o1d English prose lief ore turning thcn1 into ,·ersf." (Af nnoir~ Jl1 201 )~ 

11 Notebook 39, rT1r-1Thkd bo:1.-d notebuok~ red calf spine:~ 9 Vi X 7 jnchr2s~ 5L 
(nu rncroU:i stu hs) t phi n b1 u c hdd p~ per i \\'Ater !tliil r ked: E, 1"'o,vgo o (l/ [ 1 86] 3. 

13 The passagc:t c'He ,,·alked ,vfrh drcc=iinst ,vhh:h ,vas ~ddcd to the idyll in rhc 
1873 1mperial Library edi:don. 

} 

I 
I 
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' I 
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the pocn1. Harvard Notebook 3 7 18 contains-the follo,ving draft of 
the addition. 

~r14v]~ 
q-Sir King shall one sin cat out the n1cmory of a1l thy noble deeds. Rcmen1her 
thou ho,,~ many a ti 111 e ,. v c fought c he God} css hellt hen & conq u cred. ho,v of t-c n 
,·ve drove the111 on the ,vest & from the R.omc1n ,vall. & ,vhen R.ome had gro,vn 
too \vcak tn drive the heathen to & sent to us for her trihntc ~s of old hrnv "\VC 

prevailed against her; & no\v thro' the sin of L:luncdot Sir i\1odred hath 
brought in the hEathEn ng~in, & ~on1e of their O\vn knights & of the peoplE 
'1•ho1n thou hast nrndc vie against thee yet doubt not thou - and go forth & 
coaquer as of old. 

And ans\vcr made the 1}old Sir Iledivcrc 
0 nlc Sir King kt elf & fairy pass 
But thy great nan1e shall ever cleave & cling 
To all high pfoccs in this realm of thine. like a go]dcn c]oud 

Far otl1cr is this fight frotn tba11 those of o1d 
'''herein ,ve broke the heathen-Jike mine o,vn death to n1e 
7"o fight '1gain~t my peopk & the l,nights 

[15v]-
O n1e but thi~ fight js far other than those \.vhercin ,vc rlro\•e the he~then 

f 101n the ,,, est or the Ron1an ,vjH. 
I fight against 1ny pcop]c & the !~nights ,vhon1 I have n1adc and that is to me 
e\.ren as mine o,vn death 
1'hat S\vcct smile \vh Guinc\:crc & Lincclot smiled in the j\1~y ,voods ,v.as cruel 
r-rs mf!ny deaths. 
They say that I an1 no king: they (not} kno,\· not nor do I myself ,vhence I 
came. 

Theirs then is the bianlc \Vho f ostcrc<l n1c, & spake softly to me, & held 1nc 
.sacred~ & drest me delicate]y, nor e-ver let a foul qvord he spoken be[ ore nw &: 
sho,,;,.•d rne the fic1ds & hills & said this .is thy rcahn for ever they told me th~t 
I .. was a l{ing,s son but that I s11 not see my father on earth 
And I beEcved them & believe them still 
But arise & go if ,vc can find a ,vay 
For ever since I learnt the sin of Guine,tere so dense a fog had hidden the ,vorld 
N evenhele5S arise & ·,ve ,vjll beat these traitors undcrf oot. 

ia Notebook 37t n1arbkd board noteuook, orangl~ papt~r spinr~ 91/:z X 7 inch~ .s; 
1of. ( nun1erous stubs), pl-a.in blue laid pJ.pCr, ,,'atc:rrr1a...-1<cd: E. l .... owgood/1863. In 
addition to rhc passr.1gc in thi~ Notebook, there js sm8.tl fragn1cnt of a f cw ,~·onls 
of n prose draft of "J'bc Passing of Artbr1r 3111ong the Loose Papers in the H~ir,Tard 
'fcnnyson collection ( b~·1S Eng. 951. I. r 84). 
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Gareth and Lynette 14 

T,vo of the Harvard Notebooks contain extended dr.afts of Garetb 
{Ind Lynette jn prose and jn poetry. In Notebook 40/~ the first t\vent}i-
three folios contain portions of the -idy·ll; there are :t fc,\r blank folios 
in the N otcbook and one f oliot partially torn out!t ,vhich c;ontains the 

'(S 1 d d. + "" po e1n,. on1 c p easurc an ex cee 1ng pa 1 n .. 
The long prose draft of Gnretb and Lynette, ,vhich occurs at the 

b cgi nnin g of N otcbo ok 40, rev ca] s tl 1 e poet's origin a 1 p 1 an of co111-
p osi ti on; he intended to return to the familiar practice ·.of estab]ishing 
a con1parjso11 bcn 1/CCn a fem~]e figure and Guinevere; the adulterous 
Bc1licenr ,vould sec herself as simi]ar to Guinevere in her beha,Tior; 
consequently, the idy·H ,vould begin ,vhcn the sha1nc of the Quccn"s 
adultery \Vas already evident in the realm. Such an opening ,vould 
retain tl1e bten1ishcd character of Garcthis n1othcr frorn J\-1a]ory:; it 

u In -1! d di ti on to th c prose drafts of G arc tb ttnd Ly-nett~ in tho H n·~ rd colfoc-
tio n, there arc t\vo fr~g•ncnta.ry prose dr:.:tfrs of the idyll in tho Tcnn}1'SOn collec-
tion of the University of Tex as. Both fr~ g n1en ts arc "\Vri tten on p~ ain h1 ue I~i d 
pap er si mi i r to the pa p~r of H rvard 1'r otebook 40; both present seen es ,v hie h 
should occur lJenvrcn folio 6r and folio 7 r of Note book 40; there j5 no evidence, 
ho,v~vcr, of a torn folio here in th~ Not~book. The· fragments are reprinted here 
d l ro c, g 11 the cou rtcsy of the Hun 1:.:i.nitics R l:sn.arch Center Li br.J ry of the U t versity 
of Tcx::.s ~t Austin. 

And G=:areth came before Arthur & said 
0 IGng deem ye not th~t I 1nusr fo.in he fnjnt & weary ,vl1cn ye hthold nlc 

trailing my feet along thy hall & lclning on the .should~rs of thc::,c twain? ,vherc-
f ore I p ru y th ec, g r:lnt n1e boon for to gr~ n t .it ivil} he oci ther :against t hy~clf 
nnr tl1y realrn nor th}"" l~ablc Round,, & the boon I beg thee to grant is this that 
l rnay live & c~t llmong thy dir~lls & those that lH1.nd tho dish across the bar~ 
for a~ long as I ,:si~l 

And Arthur said Thou secmest the goodltest boy I ever Iook,d ont yet gr.nnt I 
thy reqm~.st! hast thou ought e1se to (ffk for this request of thine fa belo"· theel 
& n1y hcnn ,v8.nns to\var-d thee. 

And Ga ,n1i n: yea, King I there be t\vo other boons ,;;vhic h I would fa.in h.1 vc 
thee gra n r n1e & they a re neither against thyself nor thy realm nor thy Table 
Round: hut I ~sk them 1u.Jt no1v, Lur ·when thf time comes. 

-~nd the king said If these he not against 111c nor my ~tatc nor niy Ronnd 1~al,Ic 
& prov idc:! d they be n oblcr in th d r n at l1 re th an eating & d r jnking they are 
g rnnte d to thee. 

1 .. N m:ebook 40, marbled bo~ rd notcboo h, red ca If spjr1 o. 91/2 X 7 in c:hco; 3 l f. 
_ (son1e stubs ) 1 pkt in Llue laid paper, ,v~H:ermarked; E. TO\"'i.·good/1 S63, 311d 8. po~t-

horn. 
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\Vould n1ake the idy·H too similar to Geraiu~ and R11id ju its dependence 
upon the gro,ving run1or of Guine-vcrcts dishonor2.ble behavior .. This 
pl an , v ou Id d cp r i vc th c co n1 plcted scr i e.s of any id y II , ~.1 hich features 
the full glory· of the Order. 

- {2r]-
l. ... ots ,vife BelHccnt1 the Queen of Orkney sat in her castle on the sea & she 
,v.a s lost in thought: for th ere had c omc to her ( a t,vcl vcrn on th he fore) a 
noise th3t Queen Guinevere ,,·as false ,vith Lancelot: & thereupon the Queen 
\vhn hiul hecn long hnnnted hy n p~s:sion for Sir L~mon1ck had yielded her~el f 
to h itn & t bus dj s l 1on ourcd her house. 

But nOVi.T she said to herself Lo if Gl1inevere have not sinned & this rumour 
is untrue I shall be the first ,,·oman 1,.vho have broken the fair order of the 
Table Round & m~dc a knight forego his vo,vs & so 1ny natnc shall go do,vn 
thro' the ,vorld for ever: but if Guinevere have sinned tl1c sin ,viH be hers & 
my shame covered hy her ~hamc+ 

And there can1c in to her Gareth her son & he said O 1nothcr for here n1y 
Jif c is spilt & lo~t among roe ks & stone.~ that never heard the sound of a trumpet 
blo,ving the knights together in the Ests but let n1c have thy leave to go to 
the halls of Arthur & be tnadc knight by Arthur as n1y brethren i\-'lodrcd & 
Ga \.Va in are. 

And she ans,vcrcd Yea my son Gareth so that thou ,vBt s,vcar :i VO\V to me to 
do n1y ,\·iU ,vhen thou co1nest to Arthur. 

And Ga\Va1n swore a vo,v that he .. W0\1ld do her ,vill. 

Then the Queen spake & said I have heard for this long time that Queen Guine-
vere is false to rhe King & my heart is troubled thereby & my life darkened for 
I lo\.rc him. 

- [3r] -
hut thou shalt go & be made knight & seek into this scandal & d,\·ell among 

them & brjng me \\·ord ,vhcthcr there be truth therein 

Then said Gareth O 111other shall I ~sk the Knights of the l"'ablc Roun<l v,h-cthc:r 
the King is dishonoured by his ,vif e 

Gric\•-cd am I that I have taken such a vo\v. 

And the Queen ~--aid thou hast taken it & shalt '1bide by it but thi11k not to ask 
this of the knights for they hold together by thefr vo,vs & arc 5\\·orn to speak 
no slander & from them "\\'ilt thou learn nothing hut thou shalt n1ingle ,vith 
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the t hra Hs of the house & ,vi th those th at hand the di s:h across the bar for 
these are· they thut kno\-.' the t11ings of a house & <lcHght jn the evils thereof 
& fron1 the1n shalr thou learn & bring back the truth of this rnatter to n1e thy 
n1other: for it "\\1ere shame th:-.t Arthur should be shamed. by his O\l'n Quec11 
not k no,v i ng,. moreover this sin ,vi II p<1ss thro n I l the. ~ra ble Round & ruin the 
King's purpose., if (thi} it be not .kno,vn & put an end toL 

And Garerh said An evjl vo,v have I s\"vorn. Are not Modred & Ga,vain 1.vii:;:er 
thnn I? 

And the Q u ecn an s,,1er' d 1\.1 o dred & Ga-\vai n ,vere liars from t hd r youth up--
,,rard but thou hast C\ter spoken the truth 

So Gareth took tvlo of the house & s\,rarc the1n to sjlence & disguised hirn5eJf 
& came b cf ore th c Kio gL 

And th c King "ras ho1 dj n g the f cast of Pen tccost at King-Kcrcdon in ,, 7 a lcs. 

-{4rJ-
. And the sj des of the hlUs ,vere green t & the earth quickened Vi" j th :flovlers 
& the birds ,v.arbled in the bush for it \\1;ls the feast of Pentecost 

T'hen came Gareth unto hill & he \l 7a5 clad Hke a tHler of the field soil but his 
raiment , v as ,v ith 011 r soil & he nlo v cd hcavi1 y as tho' he ,vc:i·c fa int & ab out to 
fall & he ]eaned his hands on the shoulders of those nvain ,vkh \"Vhom he came 
& the hvain ,vere rld1ly beseen like those in the court of n king & his hands 
\Vere the largest & f~ircst that ever men sa \V. 

[ And the day ·was one of driving sho-..\·ers: & as they drew near to Camelot, 
somctimc::s the city glcam'd out at top "\vrule the r-cst of it ,vas hidden, some-
times: only the middle of it ,va.s seen, so1nctin1cs only the great gate of Arthur 
at the bottom & some tj mes it d isa ppea red al together. 

And the nvo that ,,~ere v,.,ith Gareth ,vere ama:.r~d & said to him Lo no,v my 
lord let us go no further for \Ve have heard that th.is is a city of enchanters & 
,vas bujlt by Fairy Kings and Queens 

. 
lind t~c other said There is no such city: it is a visjon. 

But G arcth brought them to the great Ga t c: & there ,v as no gate l Ike it u a dcr 
heaven: for the deed~ of Arthur ,vere sculptured there in strange types & oJd 
& ncv .. · ,vas 1ning]cd together so that it n1aclc a nrn.n dizzy to look at it. 

' 
I 

I 
. i 
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- [4v]-

And there camt! a bfo~t of music from the tO"\\'n & the three .started back 16 

& 110,\ 1 thty hnve be&Jl frightened ,virh this 1nusic nor c~n·e to go in 17 

- lsrJ 
And the hvn that ,,Tcrc ,vith G:lteth sr~red so long 3C the figures on the gate~ 

,vay chat jc scented to thcn1 that the tails of the dragons & other ~tn.,ngt sh~pcs 
on the gate began to 111ove & to nvinc & to cur1. 

1\nd they c-aught hold of Gareth saying to hinl O n~y lord 'the gate is alive. 

And Gareth lookd also so ]ong tnat the figL1rcs seemed to him also to move~ 

And ,,;.rliilc they "·ere thus. a,n~zcd Old i'vtcrlio cnrne out from under the gate. 
& he s:,nv thcn1 ~taring & -askd \:Vho be ye? n1y sons? 

And Gareth ans\ver'd O nrnstcr \VC: be tiHcr.s of the soil & come to sec the state 
of the King; but these men are feared co go into the city· for they ha.Ye hcJrd 
it "\V::lS buHt hy enchantment & by fairy kings & c1ueens A r Ct1fCt in -;uauuscriptJ 

And i\1 erl~n I ,viii .speak the truth. as thou hast spoken it to inc: for truly 0 
son this city ,~1a~ built by a fairy king & n1~ny fairy Queens & they came from 
out the deft of n mountain to,vnrcl the sunrise; & they built it to the sound of 
thdr harps & ~s thou saysr it is cnclrn.nted & nothing in it is ,,·hat it sccn1s:. sav-
itlg the l{ing & nrnny hol<l the city is. real & the King is unreal: & take thou 
of him for ff thou pass under this g::1re,vt1y thou ,vilt becon1c subject ro this 
enchantnlcnt & the King ,vill s,vc-ar thee- to vo·ws '\i;.:hich it fa r1 :sh-an1c tb:1t a 
n1:;in :should not .nveilr~ &. \\·hich 

-[6r]~ . 
yet no rn~n can keep: but if ye be af eard to s\vear pass not beneath the gate\vay 
but al,ide here among the cattle of the field: for the city is built to music .. & 
therefore not bujir ~t alt, & tl1crcf ore bui1t for ever . 

.Li\.nd Gareth ,vas angry & ans\vcr'd Old 1nastcr, hnst thol! no reverence for thine .i 

o,vn 1shite beard ,vhich is ·\1:ellnigh as long as thou art tall that thou mockest 
strangers. '\'hy rnucl.:cst thou rnc & lny tncn ,vho lrn,rc been f ~irspokcn to thee? 

And .i\1cr1in ans\vcr'd I-lave ye never hc.~r<l the rjcJdling of the bards? 1 1nock 
thee because. thou mnc:kesr me: &. all thilt ]nok ~t thEeT tholl art not ,,·hat thon 

10 This Jine is intended tn fo11o,v the Ene, ''And Gareth lookd also so long that 
the ngnn .. 's scenwd to hfrn also to 1novc/' on folio ;;r. 

±~ T•hi:;;; line is intcndc<l to follow· the })assagej 11And Gareth ans\vcrjod ••• hy 
f~iry kings & queens,'• on foiio 5r. 
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5cctnest but I kno,v thee & "'hu thou art, & thou goest up to moc::k the Great 
King+ 

And Gareth ,vas alwshed & said to his tncn I~Ierc sits a. ,vhite lie Hkc a. little 
ghost on the threshold of our cntcrprlse. But let my good n1other - heaven 
bless her~ bear the blame. 

And he & his nicn past up into the city & they h:id nc,rcr seen stranger or 
st-atelier p:-1!:iccs & they ca~c to the doors of the great Hall & Arthur ,vas 
s pea kjn g to his knights & rendering than l{S for .(i:uC h send cc as tl 1 ey had done 
him in snbduing the heathen~ & Gareth sa,v in the eyes of each of them loyalt;l 
& clear honour sparkling Uke the n1orn1ng star in heaven, & high pron1ise1 & 
the light of victory, And glory <to he} gainld & g1ory yet to be gaan'd. 

- [7r]-
Thcn ,vent G[lrcth & Hv·c-d & ale an1ong the groonr:;:; & he hcc1rd then1 taHr 

-of the love that ,vas b~t\1i.'een 1...-'1ncelot & the King & al lin1es they talked in 
such fashion th.::i.t he hrokc uut into ,vhisrling & 1nto singjng; so that the thralls 
1narvcHed [It hi1n & at fa5t reverenced him, & ht: ·wa5 the best :fnnoD g then1 nt 
putting the bar & stone, & jf there ever chanced to be a tourney he \,1as C\.Ter 

at the barrier & his eyes kindled. 

Bnt after a \Vh.ilc he tired of the1r co1npany & on a morning ,vhen the g1:-eat 
king paced before the Hall aione 1 he cainc upon h..im & said 

J :-im Gareth thy nephe,1i.' & I bound ruysclf by a foolish vo,v to one \1i.Jhoru I 
Jovcd l'hat I ,vou]d Eve an1ong thy rhrnlls for a seasoni but no,,.r am I come to 
thee for those other t\vo hoons ,\'hich thou hast pro1nise<l. l\1ake me thy 
knight in secret & gh·c me the first adventnre that comes to thy court that 
I nrn.y sprjng like flam~ out of nshcs. 

And Gareth gave the ktng secret signs \'i.'hcrcby he shouJd kno,v that he 
- \V3 s Ga rcth - & the l(i n g granted h..i rn ,v 11a r he ,volddl nor rcvca] cd his n aa.111 c 

Then there carnc a uw.jdcn inlo h::111: & she ,vas of high 1ineagc; & hc-r eye ,v~s 
sharp a fo.k:on l:s ,vhcn he ~cc:£ his prey beneath h.in1, & her colour c]cu~ as .1 

rose., & her nose tilted up at the tip & she spake to the kjng 

0 I(ingJ for thou hast driven rhe heathen - but thl':rc he thieves & bandits cno\v 
lr!ft to ruin a rc~hn & c,·cryonc that has a tO\\'cr js ki11g for a 1cague roond, 
nor canst thou be verily & indeed King- dH these be driven as thou hast driven 
the J1cathcn. 

[Sr] -
\Vhy sit ye thc;rc? ,vcre I thou I ,vouid not rest ti II the ,vho]c land "\VCre as 
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free from riccurscd h]oodshcd as the altar cloth fron1 the blessed \vine ,vh1ch 
it Is a sin to spHI 

Comfort thyself said Arthur I rest not nor my knights & so they kc~p their 
VO\\'S but for a year the '1.Vlwle renln1 ,vHl be safe as the centre of this lrnll. 

Lo no\v she anS\veed Is it nor foul ,vrong- n1y s1:ster ,vhnn1 even the heathen 
spared ,v hen they sp oj 1 t the hnd - she bath a grca t hcrita gc - & rich she js 
& cou1ely-yea & con1laer than I 11lyself - & there e,Tcr ,vails a knight nor 
] ets her stir ab ro~rl hut \.'.( nl'S . thr1t · he ,vi 11 '\.vcrl her pcrf orce s :i vc that on c of 
t l un c o \Vn knights overt l lrq,v hirn~ 

l~hcn cried out ~fr Gareth. 0 King thy prornisc. I can ovc1tlu-o,v seventy 
such: for thou kno,vcst I have been thy· ldt-chen knave~ & so am I ful! of thy 
mertts & drinks & suong :J_fs a lion. · · · 

\Vcll spoken kitchenboy said Sir l{~iy+ Thou ,vilt los.e nothing for the asking. 
I 

But the damsd Linette cried out upon the king Fie on thee: I asked thee for 
.a knight & th-on hast _ghTeo n1e g kitchen knave. & right so p~st quickly out of 
the lrnll. 

And there ,,,ere n1cn of Sir Gareth in the city & they brought _ him his ar-
n1ou r & he n1ou n te d his horse & ro cl e S\Vi ft l y d o,vn th c .stre ct & p:1st t hro 1 the• 
gate & fou ad the d amse] {in} ha rd by th c to urn cy-fi c ld: & she ,v:is infi emcd 

l9rJ-
,vith \"rrath as she looked at the field~ saying could not the king have lent me 
one of the knights that fight in this field n1thcr th~n a kitchen-knave? 

On folio 9v, there i~ a prose draft of a conversation bct,vccn Gareth 
and BcJ I i~cnt bcf ore his departure for Crunelot. 

- [9v]-
And Gareth knc1t by his 1nothcr & she b!est hin1 bying h~nd on head & he 

ask~d herT · 

S,vcct J\·1other kno,v ye the p~rahle of the Golden Goose 
And she said thou art a Goose to mind me of so foolish a parable. 

And he Foolish eno,vt s,vcet fl-iothcr for it is the l~agle that lays the golden 
egg. here is rny parnblc~ There \Vas youth & he ,vas poor but lusty,. & he 
kne\v that the E ... 'lglc had bid a golden egg high up on a - call it a palmtrcc 
& it seemd to hin1 thnt he ,,•ould he rich & hnppy if he could climb the tree 
& get tl1c egg fr01n tl1e nest. & as he ,vas abo\1t to c~imb one tlrnt loved hin1 
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]aid ho~d on hin1 & prayd him hy his-love, not to climb kss he should break ]lis 
neck; & nlanv times the youth \Vd have c]in1bd sgvc for the Jove bct,vccn them 

,/ T ) 

but he sril1 ]ongcd for the egg d~y & night~ & so S\\"eet mother, he brake not 
his neck but he brake his he.1rr 

On f 0110s 1 6r and r 6v~ there is the f o1lo,ving prose draft of the 
entrance of lviarkJs n1csscngcr into Artl1uls co11rt. 

-{16r}-
No,v as the Klng ceased speaking & Gareth stood yet an1or1g the cro,vd there 

carnc in a 1nc~.scngcr from King l\1nrk of Con1,\r~)! & he held in his hand a c]o~h 
of gold, & spake to hitn that l\.lark .. was on his "':ay to Arthur, for he ha<l heard 
that the King had n1adc Trjstran, his kiusnurn knight of h;s 1"'ablc, & tlrnt he 
\Vas of the g rc::1 ter state.. being king, & the ref ore trusted that Arr h u r ,vou ld 
n11 the nlorc give hirn this honourt & to sho"r his reverence to Anhur he sent 
I,jm th.is cloth of gold. 

And Arthur said Jtakc it & cast it on the hc~rth Shall the sbjcld of 1\-tark stand 
an1ong these? Fo.r in the rnidd1e of the side of the {great) Han there rose over 
the hcanh {a n,ighl y pi]c-) a grc-rit arch & over that a 1nighty pile of stone ,vork: 
& ~s many knighrs as mnde the Tab]e, so nrnny shjeJcls ,vere there & tbe 1Ul111c 
D"' every k 11 i g b t 1u.tt1r written t bereu po n, in the ston e1 & ou some of these (n) 
the arms ,vcre only carven, & :sonic ,vcrc car\·cn & blazoned~ & some ,vcrc bfank. 
for th j s w·as t I 1e custon1 of Ai thu r. \ \'hen a k ni gi 1t had achieved one dee cl of 
pro,vcss his anns ·were carvcni & ,vhcn he had achieved hvain 1 they \vcrc blaz-
oned & those that had aclticvcd one had their shields blank: & Gar et b sa·w tb(tt 
the shie1d of Ga\\ 1ain ,vas blazoned 

f 16v] -
& th at of /\ti ocl red ,vas h I i.111 k j & the.re ,vas -a vnst oak- log sm on ld erin g on the 
hcartl1., so that the King said C-a.st it on the Jog. 

On folios 2or and i lr,. there is one final piece of pro~e~ a draft of 
l)agonet's confrontation \Vith Tristra1n ,vhich becomes the gc.rrn of 
Tbe T.Atst Tourua111ent .. There is a folio torn out of the Notebook 
in1mcdiutcly before folio 20; the n1issing folio probably continued the 
prose passage of folios 16r and 16v \Yhcrc the reference to Tristratn 
\vould seetn to stand behind the 1nccting bet\vcen Tristrarn and 
Dagonct. 

- [1.or] -
Sir Dagon ct, rhc kjug's fool, stood before the hall of Arthur. & the ,~:jnd 

,\·as b]o,ving & the leaves .flying ill the \,;,rood helo, 1r. 
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l ~i\nd belo,v hi1n there past into the ,,,.ood Sir Lanlorack & his head ,vas do,vn, 
& his heart darkend for he had heatd that Queen Be]liccnt ,vas dead.J f b-rackets 
in Uh111us cri pt] 

And (the d,varf skipt.) 

And belo,v hin1 riding three abreast there past into the \vood Sir Ga,·vain Sir 
J\1odred & Sjr Gaheri~·; & the face of Ga\vain "\V35 red as tho' ,vith ,vine; & 
the face of i\.1 odrcd 1.vas i.v hi te but he had bit ten hi$ th in ] i ps dB they , v ere 
bloody: & so they past a\\ray. 

And about an hour after there rode into the \Vood Sir Lamorack & his head ,vas 
do,v1-i & his heart darkend for his old love Queen BeUiccnt ,,~~s dcact 

And the d,v~rf skipt upon the steps before th~ ha.11 & out of the hall came 
Tr istram & cri cd to h.i1n. 
0 fnol ,vhy skipprst thou: 
And (he d\varf pointed to the 1.vood & said 
~They ire gone to keep the vo,vs of d1c Kingt 
An.d Tristr;un said \V ho are gone. 
And he anS1.ver'd the sons of the Queen: for l.,ancclot has kept the vo,v5 of the 
king, & lA1m orac k has kept the vo"~s of the king & thou also: f.or ye have aH 
bin by Queens~ 

[21r] 
so that no king kno\vctb his O\\'n son ts 

In 1--Iarvard. Notebook 3 2, rn there is a series of prose drafts of sections 
of Gareth and Lyuette~ Joan Harcn1an has correctly described the 
puces use of this Notebook, ~"Son1cti1ncs Tenny·son held the notebook 
right si d c up, s0111 ctin1 cs upside do,vn; son1 e ti rn es he p rogrcsscd for-
,v ard f rozn page to pa.ge 1n a normal fashion, son1ctirncs back,vard Chi-
ne~c-sty 1eL 1-Ierc too i::. verse and prose, though less prose than in "Note-
hoolt 40. ln this disorder and confusion, for the n1anuscript cannot 
Le read consecutively~ arc s-egrnents t11at constitute rhc remainder of 
'Gareth nnd Lynette\H ~0 This state1nent 1 ho,vcvcr, demands some 

-:i fl Sir Ch a r] es Tenn rson :reprints this pros~ pas~J g e to d ra v.' attention to its j m-
porta n cc as ~'a proj ccted beginning 11 for The Lau Tounl'11JUJnt ( The Con1hill 
A1agaz.ine, CLIII, 547). 

][I Notehook 3 2:, Ycl!u1n notcbookt 16 Vi X 6 Vi: inches;. 86£. (smnc stubs)~ phi.in 
bluish bid paper, ,,·atern1a.rked: GiHing/&/ Alfo"rd/1822~ ~nd figure of Brit~r.inh in 
an oval. On front fly]eaf: HAlfrcd Tennyson J.~q. Farringford Freshwater I. Gf 
,,~ight. Oct. l 3.-56.~' 

•HI I-I ~rt1nc1: r11 i 40. 
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clarificiltion because Notebook 3 2 had a ·special function for the pocc 
The large nu111bcr of short prose drafts of sections of Garetb tn1d Lyn-
ette and their scerningly sca.ttercd position in th~ Notebook reveal 
that Tennyson used this Notebook as an exercise pad; 21 he ,v.rotc a 
short prose draft of one episode, then he made a series of pocttc render-
ings of the prose account. Each prose draft represents the earliest 
vcrsi on of th c c pis ode n nd of ten sh o ,vs a very· close verb al fidelity to 
l\1alory,s account of the same scene; the poetic renderings sho\v Ten-
nyson's con ti nu i ng expansion and c 1 ar i fi ca ti on of th c prose pass.ages. 
The n1ajor prose draft in Norebook 3 2. foUo,vs Gareth's adventures 
fro1n his departure f ron, Can1elot until his departure from the Baron'.s 
castle. 

- f15v.,] 
No,v these nvo entries into the great h~H, unc, "\\'hcrdnto a man cd ,valk only, 
& there "\\'as also, a side-entry·, huge & ]ofry ,vhcrcinto a nrnn cc,. And Gareth 
past to the side entry: & there stood a great & goodly charger given by the 
l(ing 1 & there likewjse \Vere those t\vain \~'ho ha<l conic \trfrh Gareth one 
\vhtreof heJd a hdn1et & a sh..ield & one the horse; & Gareth ":"hen he. can1e 
,vi tho ut thrc ,v off n rough dres.~ th at ve i rd him from head to fo otJ & shone 
forth a I l in com p1 ete a rrnou r; & th ere ,vas a run1 u] t in the street. And he took 
shield & put on helm & 1uou11ted horre, & 3]1 the thra ll-s-ran into the str~ct & 
,~·hen they s:nv their feHo,v \Vhon1 they loved,. everyone thre,v up his cap 
& rejoiced in him & the King & cried out God (sa) hkss the King & all his fair 
feUo,vship & the peop]e 1njnglcd ,virh the cry of the thrnUs & Gareth rode 
do,v n Let,•i:een the sh ou te:rs & so pa ~1: d o,vn by the gate 

But Sir Kay stood by the door & 1.vas ,vroth vt1jrh the thralls & the people & 
Gareth; & said Jfy kitchen k sent 011. a quest Of a ~urety that old ,vo1u1rl on 
the head ,vh d1c king got in Badon battle hath l)rokcn out again - this is nlad-
ness ThraUs to your lvork! ,vhy no,v let the good sun roll back,vard Jet 
there he dauTn in ,vest & 1~ve in E~st. The boy 1.,•as-tnme eno,v "\vhen I had 
hin1 in keeping .. No,v \\,HI 1 after my kitchen knave & sec ,vhcthcr he kno,v 
1ne for the better man. but of the smoke hath he come & into the mere he shaH 
go, & t 1 len ce in to the stno kc again 

But Lnncc]ot suid '"fold I thee not tbcrc ,vas :i mystery. Abide: the fo.<l js 
\ 

~L l~h~'.i frmction of the Notebook is further suggc.,;;rcd 1Jy the ~un·i~Th:-g folios 
'" hjc h cont a in sections f ron1 or her j d ,r11 s; th ere arc p1 ssa ge.s from G uine-ver e, Ba 1 in 
and Ba/an, -a much~a1tered first draft of To tbc Queel"I, a fe\\' lines fron1 Tbe P~1,uing 
of Artbur 1 :.1nd the S{:':ctions from Gareth and t)·Ju:tte~ Th~ l\ 1otc1Jook ~bo contains 
,·crsions of T/Je Spiteful Lener, The Lord Has Gro--u,n {H Co1n111ouplrcce._ ~nd Guess 
lV dli ,rnd "Th1t if JV ell, :md ~evernl folios del'oted ro Queen A! ary. 
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great lusty & lcno\ving of s,vord & lance & thou art past thy force; & more-
0,1-er thou go1=st agai n.sr the King's ,vill & th1:lt did never he ,vhorn ye rail at. 

But Sir l{ay am1cd & rode do,vn the street & '"fhc people gazed hin1 at silence. 

- f l8r*] -
So, till it darkcn~d after c.vcnsong.,. 

The nvo rod c ont rev ilcr & re vi led~ 
~fhcn -after clin1hlng a great ~lope they sn'-v 
(a glo) Ilo\vl-shapcd, a g]oonly gladcd hoHo,v sink 
To ,vest\\·~rdl & bene::lth, a rounded n1ere 
Red as the round eye of an E~gk- _O\\'] 
U ndcr the h-alf-dead sunset glared in gloon1. 

And from the mere can1e shri~ks & cries 

Then fron1 the bbck ,vood came a :serving man 
Flying & crying 'They have bound n1y lord 
Six robbers & ,viH cast him in the rncre' 
That son1c tnay kno,v 

1 may not ]eave thee alone in the bfack ,vood 
1 am bound to right the "\\'Cong 

Tl 1e da n1se} a spa kc con ten1 ptu o us1 y 
Lead & I foUo\v & Gareth cried again 
Foll O\V 1 k-n d & pi ungcd i o to the ;.vu o d, 
And three .. with hlo\vs he quieted & three 
Fled th.ro' the pjncs & Gareth loosed his. bonds 

& so set him upright oo hts feet ,vhereon he s-atd I o\ve thee tny }ifc & :1sk for 
,vhit rc,vard I tnay give thee ,vh is in rny po\vcr 

And Gareth I ,,;,.•ill no re\vard have. I have rny deed for the deeds sake & in 
uttcnnost obedience to the K1ng but an thou ,vilt give this gentle da1nsel & 
1nyse!f harbourage for this night~ then ,vere I ,vell-re\,·arded. 

And the damsd said 

'''cencst thou that I have joy of thee a sbep/-Je-;-d tbresher wit/J a:n for this deed 
thou lrnst done it hftth but mi.~hHppencd thee for these "\\'ere -all cra,rcn thiel'CS'. 
fie ho,,~ ye :srncll after your exercise of the tallo\\~grease! but if my lord the 
Baron ,yjlJ yje]d 111e harbourage then I grateful 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXII, Number 3 (July
1974)

Harvard Library Bulletin 
So ,,·heri they c:-.me to his castle n,.b ,v~s hard ~t hand, the Baron n1ade thern 
(the} great cheer & goodly; & there ,\ 1~s set a p~ac:-nck in his pride before the 
d an1sc1, & the ] ord 5et G arcth before the damsc l but she a.rose & cried fie fie 
Sir fl3ron ye arc uncourtcous to set .a kitchen-page ~eside me. 1 ,vent this 
1norning to l{ing Arthur 

-T,7v•1-
1 ha\Te ever ,v~rrcd on thc::ie thic,•cs & my manner \Vas 1vhen I had overcome 
them to tic a stone round their necks & do\vn them jn this mere-& the.re be 
many I"otdng under this ,van ,vater ,J 

to ask hin1 for a knjght ,vho \\1 tl do battle ,vith Night & Day-yea & none but 
Lancelot en do it, then this kitchen knave c:rics out 'tby proinise-:i king give n1c 
the quest; & the king having gone rnad, ghres it to hin1~ to h1n1 a fellow· fitter 
to stick a: s,vinc than sit beside a noble genc1e"~on1an,2" 

- {ior*J-
& the Baron \l~as half amazed & lralf ashan1cd & (set Gn) left the datnsel \vith 
the peacock jn his pride before her & set Gareth at a sideboard & :-i~t hin1sclf 
bcsitlc hi.In. & said 

FricnJ \vhetber thou beest kitchen knnvc or no Thou art a ~trong _nurn & a 
goodly & I -O\"VC thee 1ny life & therefore bethink thee as to this quest; for here 
be four of the rnightjest knights 11\:ing, tho' they be hut the scum of Uther's 
tin1e. & thc5e in thefr fnntnstic fas-hion caH then1selves the D.a.y, the u1orning 
star, the noonday sun & the evening st"dr, & the fourth calls hitnself the night, 
& son1etin1es Death for he hath a skeleton painted on hjs harness & his hdmct 
jS. fo.shion'd like a scull, "\d1crcby he have 1nen kn<nv that e:ven if anv st.J over-. 
d1ro,v the three he ,viH be at fast slain by hjn1sclf & pass into eternc1 l night. 
lVhercfore I beseech tbee bethink thysdf ,vhcthcr thou "·ilt f"!Ot return ,vith 
the lady Linette that she nla y cl~ oos:c another ch~m pion for by rn y faith jf 
thou pass on I count thee but as lost, & all thfa I say for thy nvail (benefit) & 
1 )Ct:a use thou hast sa ,..-ed lll y ] if c. · 

And Gareth said \1i.·hcthcr I t .. c kitchen knave or not (l"hc I~ ,,•iH be sho,vn 
hereafter: but the l(ing has granted n1e this que5t & I follo,v it to the death 2,) 

In addition to th is extend cd prose. pn ssu gc, th ere are hr i e f prose 
dr~fts of fater episode!; of the idyH; each of these drafts is surrollndcd 
by poctjc renderings of the episode. 

~::i This pil ssagc j s j n tend c d to f o 1 lo,v the lin c, '~ask for ,,rh i1 t re,v.1u-d l may give 
thel:= ,va is in niy pu,ver,_t' on foEo 18r:ai.. 

u This pas.sage is intended to foUow aftct tlw p:assJgc'.I i,i:And the dnmscl .s~1d,ti 
on folio 18r~. 

On the folios oppo~itc these pro.~e dr:a.fts :1rc their corresponding poctjc \TI-

si ons:~ 16 r... cor res.ponds to 1 5 v *, 1 7 r-f to I Br''\ sn d 19v-:t!" to .zor :11 • 
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And lifting up the torch she sho\v'd him on the cnvcrn-\val]s pcJintcd figures 
of Day & Njght & Death & evil custo1n pursuing the soul drcst Jikc a bride -
the '-Vork of the heTmit ,,·ho had Jived there~ & to ,vhom the four ,~.rd confess 
themselves, & ,vhilc he lived they restrained themselves & fcar)d the king~ & no,v 
they care not for the king but fe:1r the c~ve & from these ,valls these un-
furnished fools.- said I not they ,vere fools have SllCkd thtir allegory. 

--:-{2.5v•J 
,\ 70 God h11d nrnde us tonguelessT all the day I riled & reviled thee; & no-.v 
have I got Sir L. to give thee his shield & horse & Jct thee fight in his stead; 
& 110,v I repent n1c yet ag~in, for thou 1rnst gaind thee glory enough in ovcr-
thro\ving those three knights but before this la.st thou ,vilt surely go do,vn: 
for he js the mightiest Hving: & he ,vjll slay thee, for (his squire} he hath spared 
not n1an nor ,voinan nor habc; & sonic s:1y l1c hath e::r.tcn childs flesh- a 
1nonster. And I kno\v not his face, but it is ioo hordblc be looked upon & never 
h:iYc 1 seen it, nor heard him 8prc1k but ever his squire spoke for hin1, & the 
squire ,vas sore sick \Vhcn I jcft, & ]ikc to die 

- rzir•] 
So ,,·hen they had eaten the baken venison & drank in n1uth as they ,vd of 

the red "'inc of. Southland, G~rerh d1s'1rn1ed hin1.sd f & by do,,'n & slepL 1'"hcn 
the damsel Lynette s:1id to l .. ancctot+ '\~/ilt thou do inc a grace? I S\'\'arc to 
the b1ack knight that I ,vt1 bring thee to fight hinL "\Vi1t thou fight hi1n jn lieu 
of Sir Gareth? Nay fflir damse] 1 for therdn ·w-d be too much discourtesy but 
an he overthro\Vi Sir Gareth then shaH he not s-cnpc 1He~ 'Y ct she :saiu, tl.n thou 
ref use n1e this thou ,vi1t yield n1c another grace? so t/Jat 1uy siste,"'s heart 1un.y 
be con1f orted & I 111ay 1101 se-e1n fors'LlYorn at first sig/Jt \Villtngly fair uan1scl~ 
so that I 1nay, Thou shalt let Gareth ha\rc thine am1our, & he shall take thine. 
1Villing!y said Lancelot so chat Gareth agree thereto 

And ,vhcn G9rcth had a\\.-"rrkcd he \\':as 1nighty again as any Hon't & he. S\Vare 

that an he had Lancelots harness on hin1 he \,rn have tenfold 111.ight fro1n the 
touch thereoft & tenf oJd might from the thought that he \Vd never disgrace the 
shado,v of Lancelot in the anns of Lancelot. 

And so it ,v:-1s done: & Gareth said (Shall ,ve not fall) !et us go on the instrint. 
Fain Sir s:.-dd the damse] it vet ,v~nteth. 6 hours to the sunrise. Care not for ... 
that ,,·e ,vilt be there to faH on him ,vhen it d~nvneth. 

Then they rode thence & ;.1;:h.en they gained the spnc-e bcf{)re the c-~stle, they 
,vare of a huge bfo.ck pavilion under the st=--trs, & the harp of .Arthur bickered 
over iti & great blnck horn hung by the side of the paviHon. Anri Gareth 
,v-as so /Tesh & eager thar ere Lancelot or the d~n1sel cfl stay hin1 he ble\\r il. & 
in the bfock night horribly brayed the horn. & a Hght flnshd in a t(nv.er & 
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past a,v a y; & Gareth on cc n 10 re ,vind ed the great: horn & there ,vere many 
1ights but 'When he had b1ov~·n it thrjce, the ca~tlc doors ,vcrc flung open & 
there can1c out t,1.·o & nvo men bearing torches till all ,vas ris Ught a~ day. 

Then the gre:it black pa\THion opend & yje]ded up Njght on a huge bfack 
hor.~£> i & h c. '-Vas g h(I st 1 y to gaze upon i & he rode Ji ke a b.lre-r ib h., d I )eat h & the 
scuH grinn'd over him 

, - [21v4J - . 
And ·when he sa\v Gareth he cried out Art thou Sir Lancc1ot & he said I atn 
all th~t rhon "•jlt li nd for him 

Bnliu rrud Rnlan 

Harvard Notebook 3 7 2c.. contains -a prose draft of the story of Pel~ 
lan1, an episode ,vhich occt1rs before the story of Balin since Garlon 
is no"r \vith holding the tribute. In this account~ Vivien rs introduction 
,vould occur in 1'1ark's court, a scene ulti1n:1tcly pla_ced in the ne\v 
introduction to A1er/i11 and Vi-vien~ 

- [5r] -
Pellam the King "\Vho held & Jost ,vith Lot had his reahn rendertd tribut:.u1r..-

& he had no chHdt but Sir Garlon, hfa heir, \Vas his nepht\\'. and Sir Gar1on 
h~tcd K. A. because the King had refused to 1nakc hu11 of his Round Table, 
1:no,vjng hiin & 1no.ny time.~ in his anger he had S\vorn that come ,vhr1t might 
come he,,~ pay the tribute no n1orc~ 

And it chanced on a time that he sat drinking red ,,itine in Lyone.sse ,1•jth King 
j\-fark for these ,vcrc close friends; & they spoke of the great King, ,vho prom-
ised to bring the ,~·odd right by S\\rcaring his knights to VO\VS of perfect 
oLedicncc & perfect purjty: & either faugh'd & scorned at the phancasy of so 
m~ny knights being pure. 

And there \~ras \1rith him a dan1sel of that coun battlefield 27 ,vho be\~.:itched 
men ,virh her beauty. & she said l?,ltrnt ,fjH thou \v~gcr, Sir kjng ,vith 1ne that 
I do not go to the co-u rt of this & bring back Jove-to kens from these pt1 re on cs, 
yea 1 even ,verc it curl from the golden beard of Arthur~ Ha vc 1.-vc nnt heard 
th.at this Lnncclot \Vorships no un\vedded da1nsel but the Queen herself, to 

i'<L For tlc~c ript fo n of N otcLoo k 3 7, see footnote rhj rte en. 
:r. The insertion of '~hittlciidd" must 1hc1v~ been jntcnded as an -aide~meinoire for 

,,. j \' j en 1s account of her O\V n }i istory .in t l I c addition to Jf e rlin and V h·icn t .i:, 1\1. y fa-
t her died in han·1e for thy l(ing./j\1 y nlothcr on his corpse -in open ficld.,/rhc 
sad sea-sounding ,vastcs of Lyonnesse." 
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sho,v fnrsoothi hig utter sclfh::ssncs~"] s,vc;1rs hy her, & fights in her namer here 
be s11.akes i,1 the grassi ,vh ff.1:erhinks I can stir rjll they sting. 

Go an thou ,·vii t said ivl gr k the King & an thou canst inn kc a. mischief a mnn g 
thc1n th ere is nothing I \\1 ill not g i \' e thee+ 

rsv] -
>f'hcn spake Sir G:irlnn. l ride on the ton1c1rro,v back to the castle of King 

PcHan1 on the ,vay to .Arthurr Ride no,\· \vith me. {hut ,vhen they came) & 
she took ,,:iith her a ~guire \\'"horn no,v she treated as :1 lover & no,\' she n1ockcd 
as a chi!d. & the boy ,,,as besotted lvith her, Uut King Pellam thrust her fron1 
the grates. & there she d\ve1t an1ong the "·'oods a\,'hilc ,vcjiting Sir Garlon to 
go " 11th her. And Garlon ever kept the tdbnte frorn beit1g p~id. 

Later in the same Notebook is a brief prose draft of the descrjpdon 
of P ellan1 's court. 

- [ 11 \'"f'} -
So Balan 1 added to their tahlc~ stood 

Hcfore the King, ~o ,vho1u one day there can1c 
An -ancient Baron sent from him to cfo.im 
Tribute of Pelles,. one ,vho took the .s~dc 
0 f Lot, \V hen Arthur \Vl nnt ng, took his rea,] m 
Ga,~e it again but made it tributary. 

,ve got the tdbute ,vith much ado, for the king is old & hath fallen tnto dre~rn.\ 
& his brother, Sir Gndon rules him &. his & he ,vould fain be ho!icr than thou 
art & so hath put his \t,jf c :nva y i- & lets not dame or damsel enter his castle, 
holding them a pollution, & hath let 1lll things go to \\'rack & ,vc past fr1to 
his ch a pd i & sa \\" 

·rhorns of the cro,vn & shivers of the cross 
Rich arcs \Vjtll precious bones of n\artyrdo,n 

& Sir Gar1on hates thee & thinct & cried nut 3gainst the trihute. 

& l here ,,·c sa \V the spc::H \Vherc\vith the so]dier Lon6rus pierced our Lord & 
,\'hich he said \\'as inherited from hjs ancestor Joseph of Aron1at. so deep is 
he in his f oulncss. 

Bur I ,viU tell thee another thing~ ln the \\'aods nigh PcHcs castle ,ve found a 
knight of thine speared throi the back & again ~nothcr ,vhon1 \\'C buried & 
,vhether- this be the ,,·ork of n bandjt or Sir Gad on it behoves thee· to look 
to it. ~;r~ 

I have not included Tenny~on's prose -account of Bnlin and Halan entirlc::cJ ~LThe 
Dolorous Strokct ,vhich is rcpdnted in A1cnwir, lit 134-l4l I since it is ::i. prose ac-
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1-lhc-prosc drafts of the ld:ylls of tbe King present an interesting -and 
i1nportant perspective on T cnnyso n's n1ethod of COinposition as he 
attcn1ptcd to continue the creation of his Arthurian n1astcrpicce. After 
the publication of the 1859 volun1c of Idylls, he began the practice 
of composing at least sections of each ne\v idyll :first in prose~ then in 
poetf) 7• Tbe Co11ting of Artbur i~ the onl)r idy·ll \vritten after 1859 
that does not survive in any forn1 of a prose drafc 

'fhe draft of 1 .. be !Joly Graj[ _js cxtrcn1cly close in its structure 
and in its text to the con1plctcd 1djr 11., though it is significant that the 
episode of Sir Eors ,vas not part of the original conception~ The brief 
dr,1ft of the nc,v introduction for the carHcr Alorte dJ Art bur suggests 
tha.t Tenny·son pref erred to con1pose cvtn such a scnall passage first jn 
prose. The lung <lraft of Garetb aud J.,ynette presents the original 
n1anner of incorporating the episode into his series; it also !;uggests 
that his treannent of the story bcg::1n ns un outgro\\rth of the 
appear:lnce of i\1arkis messenger in the p1an of the Gareth idylL Like 
the draft of the beginning of Tbe Passing of Artbur, the brief prose 
passages for Gareth a11d Lyuette in Harvard Notebook 3 2. corroborate 
the conc1usion that Tennyson preferred to plan and con1pose each 
nc,v episode first in prose. And the draft of Baliu and Ba/an also 
sho\vs the poet beginning the cot-i1position of a nc,, ... id}r}l through a 
prose account of the .story. 

~f'he prose drafts exhibit a n1arked degree of textual sin1ilarity and 
s trucn1 re to their corrcspo n ding poetic versions. 0 b vi ousl y n1 ea. n t 
as the b1-idge bct1vecn the poees re,\~orking of A1alory and his nna1 
poetic rendering, the drafts present the student of 'f ennyson ,vith the 
clearest portrait of the poet as he sought to rcc..:reate the Arthuria~ 
legends in his Idylls of tbe l(iug4 
count rath('.r than a prose draft of the idyll. Dictated br the poet to James Kno\v-les-r 
~']'·he; Do1orous Stroke 3i js Tennyson's reco]kction of the srnopsjs of the plot of the 
id y 1 l rather than -an early draft. 
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