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A New Cambridge, N. E., Imprint:
The Catechisme of Edward Notris, 1649

npITioNs to the list of books printed at Cambridge, New Eng-
land, during the seventeenth century have become under-
standably fewer with the passing yeats. It is of special inter-
est, therefore, that a unique specimen of printing from the
first years of the Cambridge Press has cmerged from the recatalogu-
ing of the Lambeth Palace Library, to head the handful of noveltics
that have been recorded since the appearance of Winship’s check list
in 1939." This work, A Short Carechisnre Containing the Principles of
Christian Faith, 1649, by Edward Norris, was already known from
an entry in the Steven Day—Samuel Green list of 1655/6,” bur no copy
had until now been discovered. The author succceded Hugh Peter
as pastor of the Church at Salem in 1641, and died in 1659; he 1s known
as the author of various tracts.®
The copy at Lambeth occurs as the cighth and last item i a small
octave volume of tracts, mostly catcchistic in nature, and all dating
from the seventeenth century. The American book, though last
ordcr, is in fact the carliest. The binding of the volume is probably
contcmporary with the later tracts — about 1690-1700. The tracts
may have formed part of the collection of Archbishop Thomas Tenison
(1636—1715), as onc of them bears his mitials,

* George Parker Winship, 4 Preliminary Check List of Cambridge, Massachusetts
Dnprints 1636-1692 (Boston, 1939). A copy of the Check List annotated to include
all revisions and additions is maincained in the [Harvard College Library.

* A list of titles of works produced by the Cambridge Press to 1654, drawn up for
use by the prosecution in the suit of the hieirs of the Glover estate against President
Dunster. The original document, preserved in the Harvard University Archives, was
first printed by Andrew McFarland Davis in the Proceediugs of the American Ant-
quarian Society, n. s., YV (1888}, 302; there are Jater printings by Winship in the
Library, gth ser., XX (1939), 6770 {with reduced facsimile), and in his The Cans-
bridge Press (Philadelphia, 1945), pp. 146-149. The document lists ‘m® Norrice
Katechisme’ following the Law Book of 1648, which accounts for the assignment of
the catechism to 1648 by Evans in Ins American Bibliography, No. 24, and by
Winship in his Check List, p. 3.

*See Dictionary of American Biography.
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26 Harvard Library Bulletin

A facsimile of the title-page of the Catechisme is reproduced here-
with as Plate I. Bibliographical data are as follows: §°, A-B® (B3
blank), 16 lcaves, pp. [1-4], 5—30, [31-32]; p. [1] titlc-page, p. [2]
blank, pp. [3-4] ‘A Preface’, p. § ‘A cATECHISME CONTEINING the
grounds of Christian religion’; 147 X 88 mm.

As a piece of printing the book compares well with the contempo-
rary English tracts bound 1n the same volume. It has, however, one
peculiarity that deserves a little attention. The printer was very short
of upper-case A’s. The abbreviations Q. and A. naturally occur fre-
quently m a catechism, and 1n this one the printer eked out his Q's by
using the ligature Qu (and on one occasion Q in a wrong-font form).
His A’s he eked out with italic and swash italic; but even this did not
suffice, and the letter is simply omitted on Bzr, Bsv, Bsr, Bsv, and
Bér; the wrong-font (Q occurs on Byv. As these pages are adjacent
to onc another on the unfolded sheet and thus in the forme, it seems
likkely that the compositor set up these pages last and was running out
of certain Jetters when he came to the end. The setting up of two
sheets In octavo ought not to be too much for a printer who wras capa-
ble of a reasonably sized book such as the Bay Psalm Book (which
betrays no obvious shortage of type). One might thercfore conclude
that the printer was already engaged upen work that made consider-
able demands upon his A’s. A possible candidare s another catechism,
appearing shortly after that of Nerris in the List of 1655/6 — the cate-
chism of John Davenport. Listed between known works of 1649 and
1651, this catechism has been assigned to 1650,* but there js equal
justification for placing it in 1649 (or, admittedly, in 16531).

Winship, on the evidence of the 1655/6 list, thought the Norris
catechism must consist of threc sheets, since the allowance for printing
was £3 and the charge for printing was usually reckoned in the list
at £1 a sheet.® In fact, the work consists of two sheets. There is na
obvious reason why it should have been particularly expensive to print.
As three reams of paper are stated to have been uscd, at least 750 copies
were printed. Wherce President Dunstcr, proprictor of the Press, found
a market for this number, even in catechism-hungry New England, 1s
hard to imagine — unless he shipped a considerable number to cate-
chism-bungry Old England. The number js the more remarkable in
that Salem was, ecclesiastically speaking, showing separatist tendencies,

! Winship, Cambridge Press, p. 613 not listed by Winship in his Check List.
*'Winship, Carzbridge Fress, p. 59.
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A New Cambridge Iimprine 27

owing to Norris’ refusal to admit the Cambridge Platform to his
Church.® One may well suspect the arithmetic of America’s proto-
typographer; one remembers his spelling. In the present instance Dun-
ster probably spent less upon paper and printing than his opponents
thought, and his profit margin, which they were anxious to prove as
large as possible, was in fact larger than they made out.

‘The theological aspeets of the Carechissne are beyond the scope of
the present paper. It should be noted, however, that in the Lambeth
copy attention has been drawn to certain salient features by the under-
lining of passages in red crayon. This underlining has the appearance
of seventeenth-century work, but cannot be much carlier than 1674,
since another pamphler in the volume, dated 1674, bears similar marks.
As this latrer pamphlet was published in London, the annotation was
probably English rather than American. Archbishop Tenison is a pos-
sibility, though he usually employed ink, as in the pamphlet in the
volume that bears his initials. In the passages quoted herewith words
not underlined are printed in italic; square brackets indicate an omis-
sion. The first passage to be underlined (apart from the first six lincs
of the title-page) is in the Preface: I bave held forth a brief Modell
of the principies of our common faith, Tit.L.4 which hath been already
published in our Cengregation for a tryall before the examination fur-
ther intended; and also assented unto, (as far as was perceived) by
the Reverend Elders at the Jate Synod.” The passage is cutious in view
of the author’s known unwillingness to admit the Cambridge Platform
to Salem Church. The same attitude may be reflected 10 a later under-
lined passage of the Catechisme:

Q. Hath every particular Church {full power in itself to exercise this Dis-
ciplin
|A.] Yea; without dependence on other Churches, Elders or Synods.

Controversics of the day also caught the cyc of the underliner:

Owu. Whar persons are to be baptized?

A. Professed believers (in order) with their children.

Qu. Toavbat end is the Supper ordeined?

[A.] To rcfresh the remembrance of the death of Christ for the increase

of faith.

“‘In 1648, a platform was proposed to the churches; but Norris found it easy to
persuade Endicott to persevere in a platform he judged vo be his own, and the result
of this measure was without the least effect in Salem.” — William Bentley, ‘A Deserip-
tion and History of Salem,” Collections of the Massachuscrts Historical Society, V1

(1799), 257
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If the underliner belonged to the Church of England, he would have
picked on onc point with pacticular anger:

Q. After what form are prayers to be made and framed? |
A. According to the dictating of the Spiric in the hearts of the faithfull.

The discovery of Edward Norris’ Catecbiszize will not make or break
any bibliographical theories. It is none the Iess pleasant to have another
memorial of the remote days of early New Iingland, and of a man
who left behind him that ravest of seventeenth-century reputations,
one for tolerance. “The consistent politicks, the religious moderation,
and the ardent patriotism of Mr. Norris entitle him to the grateful

memory of Salem.”” .
R. J. ROBERTS

 Bentley, ‘Descripton of Salem,’ p. 259.
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Honorary Degrees at Harvard: Corrigeﬁda

IN the list of ‘Flonorary Degrees 1030-1958," Harvarp Lisrary Burrerin, XII
(1958), 348353, the following corrections should be made:

1936
" far “Frederick Maurlcc Powicke, LL.D. #read Frederick Maurlce
Pow:cke. LiteD,

. 1042
delete: Ronold Wyeth Percival King, A.M.
George Widmer Thorn, A.M.
insert: Paul Joscph Sachs ArtD.

‘ ' 1955
fm‘ Jais Mundz-Matin, L1.D. read Luis Munoz-Marin, LL.D.

19§58
for Nell Hasler McElroy LL.D. read Neit Hosler McElroy, LL D.
for William Adolf Visser 't Hooft, S.T.D. read Willem Adolf Vssser t
Hooft S T.D.

List of Contributors

Davip Riesman, Henry Ford II Professor of Social Scicnces, Haryard Um-'
versity

R. ]. RoBraTts, Assistant Keeper, Departrnent of rinted Books, British Museum
GrorGeE SHERBURN, Professor of English, Emeritus, Harvard University

Warsrr (GrossMany, Specialist in Book ScIcctmn Harvard College lerary,
and Lecturer on General Education, Harvard Unwersﬁy

Erravor M., TIuroyN, Associate Professor of Engh%h Barnard College, Columbja
Univcrsity

Mapison C, Bares, Professor of Epglish, Emeritus, Rutgers University

Lavrent LeSace, Professor of Romance Languages, Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity '

ArTiivr STANLEY PEasE, President, Emeritus, Amherst College, and Pope Pro-
fessar of the J.atin Langnage and Litcrature, Emeritus, Harvard University

Rewaro Poccioly, Professor of Slavic and Comparative Literature, Harvard
Umvcrsu}

160

Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XIII, Number 1 (Winter
1959)



