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A New Ca1nbridge, N. E., Imprint: 
The Catechisme of Edward Norris, 1649 

DDITIONS to the list of books printed at Cambridge,, Ne,v Eng-
landi during the seventeenth cc n tury have become under-
standably fe,ver ,vith the passing years. It is of sp~cial inter-

. est, therefore., that a unique specin1en of printing f ro1n the 
first years of the Cambridge Press has emerged f ron1 th c rccatn.logu-
ing of the Lambeth Palace Jjbrary 1 to head the handful of novelties 
that have been recorded since the appearance of Vlinship's check list 
in 1939. 1 This \vork, A Short Catecbis111e Containing the Principles of 
Christian Faitb~ 1649, by Ed\vard Norris~ ,vas already kno,vn from 
an entry in the Steven Day-Samuel Green list of 1655/6/2 but no copy 
had until no,v been discovered. The author succeeded Hugh Peter 
ns pastor of the Church at S-alctn jn 164r, and died in 1659; he is kno,vn 
as the author of various tracts .. .s 

Tt1e cop)7 at Lambeth occurs as the eighth nnd last item in a small 
octavo volun1c of tracts, 1nostly catcchistic in nature, and aU dating 
fron1 the seventeenth century. The American book., though l::1.st in 
order, is in fact the earliest. The binding of the volume is probably 
contctnporl:lry ,vith the later tracts - about 1690-1700. The tracts 
n1ay have forn1cd part of the collection of Archbishop Thomas Tenison 
( 1636-1 7 1 5), ns one of thc1n bears his initials. 

1 G eorgc Par kcr ,v inshipi A Pre Ihni nary Cb cc k L i5 t of Cmn bridge, A 1a s rn r. f:m s c tt s 
bnpd1ur 16 38-1692 (Boston~ i939). A copy of the Cbcck Liu annotated to include 
-all revisions and additions js maincained in the I-Ic11Tard College Library. 

A Ust of ti tlcs of ,vor ks prod u ccd by th c Can1br j dge Press to 165 4, dnnvn up for 
use by the 1}tosccudon in the suit of the l1cir.s o( the Glover estate against President 
Dunster. Tht! orighial docu1ncnt, preserved jn the Hanrard University Archh·es:! V{aS 
first printed by Andrcrw l\1cFs.rland Davfa iu the Proceediugr of tbe An1ericlfn Ant-
quarian Society~ n. s.1 \' ( 1888 ), 3,02; there arc Jater printings by '\'ins.hip in the 
Lf brta ry 1 4th ser .1 XX ( 19 J 9)" 67~70 ( ,v frl 1 red uccd f ac.sin1il e) i and in his T be C mn-
b ridge Presi (Philadelphia.. 1945) 1 pp. 146-149. The document lists 'mr N orrjc:;e 
K-a tech isme 1 f oHow ing the La \V Book of 1 64 8, \V h ic h accounts for the assignment of 
the catechism to 1648 uy Evans in liis Auierican 1iibliograpl)y, No. 24! and by 
Winship in h•s Check List, pr 34 . 

See JJ fr; donar j' of A 1neri crtn 11 io gra p!J y 
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A facsin1ile of the title-page of the Cntecbir111e is reproduced hcre-

,vith as Plate I. Bib1iographical data are as foIJo,vs: S(', A~B 6 (B8 
blank)) 16 leaves~ pp. [ 1-4], 5-3oj [ 31-3 2]; p. [ 1] titlc~page, p. [ 2] 
blnnk-i pp. [ 3-4] 'A ·Preface\ p. 5 ~A CATECHls1v1E coNTEINING the 
grounds of Chrjstian religion"; 147 X 88 n1111. 

As a piece of prjnring the book cornparcs ,veil \Vith the conte1npo~ 
rary English tracts bound in the same volume. It has, ho\vcvcr, one 
pe cu Ii ar i ty· that deserves a Ii ttlc ft ttcn tion.. The pr in tcr , -vas YCl)' short 
of upper-case A's. 1""hc abbrc,Tjations Q~ and A. naturally occur fre-
quently· in a catechism, and in this one the printer eked out his Q1s·by· 
using the lig2ture Qu (and on one occasion Qin a ,vrong-font form) .. 
I·Iis A's he eked out ,vjth italic and s,vash italic; but even this did :r:iot 
suffice, and the letter is simply· on1itted on B2r, B3v, B4r-i B5v, and 
Bfir; the ,vrong-font Q occurs on B7v. As these pages are adjacent 
to one another on the unfolded sheet and thus in the forme, it seems 
likely that the con1positor set up these pages last and ,vas running out 
of certain ]etters ,vhen he catne to the end. The setting up of t \VO 

sheets in octavo ought not to be too 1nuch for a printer ,vho ,vas capa-
ble of a reasonably sized book such -as the Bay Psalm Book (,vhich 
hetray·s no obvious shortage of ty·pe). One 1night therefore conclude 
that the printer ,vas already engaged upon ,vork that made consider-
able demands upon his A's. A possible candidate is another catechism., 
appearing shortly -after that of Norris in the list of 165 5/6- the cate-
chisrn of John Davenport. Listed bct\vccn kno-\vn ,vorks of J 649 aod 
165 1, this catechis1n has been assigned to 1650,4 but there js C{Jual 
justjfication for p]acing it in 1649 ( ort 2d1nittcdly, in 165 J). 

'''inship, on the evidence of the 165 5/6 list, thought the Norris 
carechisn1 must consist of three sheets, since the allo\vance for printing 
,vas £3 and the charge for printing ,vas usually reckoned in the list 
~t £1 a sheet. 0 In fact, the ,vork consists of t,vo sheets. There is no 
ohvious rc2son ,vhy it should have been particularly expensive to print .. 
As three reams of paper arc stated to have been uscdt at Jcasc 7 50 copies 
,vere printed. Y\7herc President Dunster, proprietor of the Press~ found 
a n1arkct for this number, even in catcchis1n-hungr)7 Ne,v Englandt is 
hard to imagine - unless he shipped a considerable nun1ber to catc~ 
chis1n-huugr}' Old England. The number is the 1norc rernarkahle in 
th-at Salem ,vas" e eel csiastic a 11 y speaking, s ho\ vin g separatist tend en ci es, 

!11 lVinship, Ct11nbridge-I'resrt p .. 6n not Est(!d by '" 1inship in his Cbcr:k List. 
r; 1''inship~ Ganz bridge I'res;t p~ 59. 
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A N e·w Canrhridge ln1print 2 7 
o\ving .to Norris' refusal to admit the Cambridge Platform to his 
Church)l One 1nay ,vell suspect the arith1nctic of AmericaJs proto-
typographcr; one ren1embers his spelHng4 In the present instance Dun-
.stcr probably spent less upon pa per and printing than his opponents 
thought, and his pron t 1nargin, ,v hich they ,vcrc anxious to prove as 
1 a tgc as possib 1 c~ \Vas in fact larger than they m adc out~ 

The theological aspects of the Catechisute arc beyond the scope of 
the present paper4 It shollld be noted, ho\vever, that in the Lambeth 
copy attention has been dra,vn to certain salient features h)r the under-
lining of passages in red crayon4 This under]ining has the appearance 
of seventeenth-century ,vork., but cannot be n1uch earlier than 1674, 
since another pa1nphlct in the volun1e., dated 1 674,. bears similar marks. 
As this latter pan1phlct ,vas published in London~ the annotation lvas 
probably English rather than American. Archbishop Tenison is a pos-
sibility., though he usually cn1ploj-cd ink~ as in the pamphlet in the 
volume that bears his initials. In the passages quoted hcrc,vith ,vords 
not underlined are printed in italic; square brackets judicatc an 0111is-

s1on~ The first passage to be underlined (apart from the first .six lines 
of the title-page) is in the Preface: 'I hnve held f ortb a brief IVIodell 
of the principles of our co1nn1on faith, TiLl.4 \vhich hath been already 
published in our Congregation for a tryaH before the examination fur-
ther intended; and a]so assented unto, (as fnr ns \\~us perceived) by 
th c Reverend Elders at the ]ate Synod. 1 The passage j s curious in v ic\v 
of the author's kno,vn unY{il1ingness to admit the Cambridge PJatform 
to Salem Church. 'fhe san1e attitude may be reflected in a later under-
lined passage of the Catechisn1e: 
Q 1 I atb ever')' par ti cul ar Chu r c I., full power in itself to e xcrcise tbis Dis~ 
ciplin 
[A.] Yea; \\rithout dependence on other Churches, Elders or Synods. 

Controversies of the da)• also caught the eye of the undcr]incr: 
Qu. lf' bat 1,ers on s (fre to be ha ptize d? 
A~ Professed believers (in order) \Vith their cl 1ildren. 
Qu. To 'i.Vbttt end is the Supper ordeined? 
[A.] To refresh the remembrance of the death of Chr.ist for the increase 
of faith. 

0 'In r 648, a pb tf orm was proposed to the churches; but Norris found it easy to 
persuade Endicott to persevere in a piatfonn he judged to he his o,v[lt ~nd the result 
of this ll!Casure \Vas \l'ithout the least effect in Salem.' -vViJli::un Bcndcy, 'A Descrip-
tion and I-listory of S:il1eln,' CollectionJ of tbe MassacfJ11sc1ts 1-listoTical SociC;"ty, \rJ 
( 1799)~ 157- . 
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If the underliner be]onged to the Church of England1 he ,vould have 
pi eked on one point ,vith particular anger~ 
Q~ After ,vhat form are prayers to be made and framed? 
A. According to the di eta ting of th c Spirit in th c h carts of the f ai rhf ull. · 

The discovery of Edlvard Norris' Catecbis111e ,viH not make or break 
any bibliographical theories. It is none the less pleasant to have another 
memorjal of the rc1notc days of early Ne,v England, and of a man 
,vho left behind hin1 that rare.st of sevcnteenth~century reputations, 
one for tolerance .. (The consistent po1iticks~ the religious moderation~ 
and th c a rd en t patriotism of ?\1r. Norris en title hirn to the gra tc f ul 
men1 ory of Saletn.' 1 

R. J 4 ROBERTS 

Bender 1 ~Description of Salem, 1 p~ z59. 
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Honorary Degrees at Harvard: Corrigenda 
IN the list of (I-I on orary Degrees 193 o---195 8,' HA RV ARD L 1 BRARY B OLLETlN t XII 
( 19 5 8), 3 48-3 5 3 t the f ollo,vi ng corrections should be made: 

1936 
f iJ r ·-·Frederick Maurice Po,vi eke! LL. D. read Frederick Maurice 
. . Po,vjcke. I~i tt. DI 

ins~t: 

1941 
Ronald Wyeth Percival King, A_-.rvL 
G ~o rge Widn1er Thorn, A. j\1. 
Paul J os·c p h Sachs, Art~D. 

1955 
for J~uis l\1undz-l\iarin! LJ .... D~ read l..ruis l\1 uiioz-i\-1arin, LL.D. 

. . . . . 

for Neil Hasler 1\1cE~roy, LL.D~ ren_d Neil Hosler McElroy, LL.D~ . 
for W_in~~m Adol( Visser 't Hooft! S~T.D~ read Wi11ern Ado]f \ 7jsser_ ~t 
. : Hooft," S.~f.D. . 
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