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Notes

reversion- of certain lands acquired
from his relative Ralph Wood.
Greene, whose second wife was sister
te Taylor's first wife, and whase son
Thomas was third in remainder to the
whole of Taylor’s cstatcs, was con-

147

cerned in this action, jo which Tay~
lor was finally defeated.t

Heraian W, LIEDERT

* Thomas Taylor, 4 Life of febn Tay-
for (Londan, 1910), pp. 64 If.

A Poem by John Clare

OHN CLARE'S third volame,

The Shepherd’'s Calendar, pub-

lished by John Taylor in 1827,
sold very badly, and while the poet
was in London carly in 1828 Taylor
suggested that he buy at cost 2s maay
copics of the book as be liked and
tey himself to sell them locally. After
ruch discussion of the proposal with
his friends, Clare decided to accept it,
and, leaving London at the end of
March, he became ‘a perambulating
bookscller, hawker of his own poetical
ware. ' The perambulation and hawk-
ing werc unsuccessful and humiliating,
With cight dependents — a wife, five
children, and two parents—in his
cottage, Clare’s financial affairs were
desperatey and hence, while continu-
ing to pcddle his books, he wied to
add to his funds by sending poems to
London annuals and mapazines.

In these straits he wrote the follow-
ing letter, now in the IHarvard College
Library, to Samuel Carter Hall {1800
1889), editor of che Amider (1826-
1836) and sub-editor or editar of the
New AMonthly AMagazine from 1830
to 1836, Hall's wifc, Anna Maria

*Irederick Martin, The Life of John
Clare (Londan and Cambridge, 1865), p.
216. Sce also J. L. Cherry, Lifec and Re-
wains of Jebn Clare (Lundon and Noith-
ampton, 1873), p. ro7, and j. W. and Anne
Tibble, Joln Clare (London, 1932), p. 3o1.

Ficlding (18o0—1881), novelist and
nuscellancous writer, was hersell edi-
tor of the Juvewmile Forgei-Ale-Not,
first published in 1828,

Address: S, C, I1all Esqr / 2 Tast Place'
/ Kennington Road / Lambeth / Lon-
don / IFavoured by / Mr H. Behnes.®

Dear Sir

‘This Poem has been written out a lang
while for Mes Iall but T was prevented
from sending it by some tormenting &
cistracting matters that are always oc-
curring in a family mans affaies 3 — Dis-
sapointments I have met with so often
that they ccasc to be any thing but the
name & so it is with the Magazine [
did not write to them [in] time enough
but I did send to them a Poem within
3 days of Publication which I wrnte out
under such inability that I was obliged
to send 2 days after that a corrected copy
with a desire that they would cansel the
other it was ‘Impulses of Spring’ which
I fancied not much amiss¢ I wish you

*Henry Behnes, the sculpror (died 1837),
made for John Taylor a bronze bust of
Clare that after Taylor’s death (1864) was
bought by Frederick Martin {(The Life of
jobn Clare, p. 217 n.}, and is now in the
Northamptron Pulilic Library.

*His [fifch child, born jn April, was
christened on May 4 (the same, pp. 226 f.).

¢ Clare refers to the New AManthly Afag-
azine, which did publish his ‘Ballad' (*If love
he such a wilderness') in 1828 (XXII, §20).
According to J. W. Tibble, The Poems of
jebn Clare (London, 1935), I, xxii, 429~
433, Tmpuolses of Spring’ was first puhlished
mn 1835,
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would request the Publishers to send
the Magazine direct to mc as I have not
got the others yet & per[haps] they
would let me have the back Nos to
compleat it as I shall wish to write for
it in earncst & I wish to hear as soon as
convenient how Mrs Hall likes the
‘Grasshopper’ ® when you can tell me 1f
the[y] insert the absve Pocm above men-
tioned in this Month

F am yours &c

John Clare

May 13. 1828

Enclosed in the letter was the fol-
lowing pretty song: —

Verses

Tho winter comes dreary

In frost & in snow

A sun shall come cheery

& bid them all go

The spring it shall greet with
Its songs & its showers

The summncer shall meet with
Its dancing & flowers

But alas for the lover
Thats loved not again
No art can discover
A cure for the pain
1'ull dark is the token

® Cherry, p. 103, says, ‘hrs. Hoall, on be-
half of Alessrs. Ackermann, sent him in
Qctober, 1828, three’ yuincas for “The
Grasshopper,” and in the following month
Ar. Tall wrate “Fnclosed you wili reczive
£5 for your contributions to the ‘Amulet
and the ‘Juvenile Forget-Me-Noo' "’ *The
Grasshopper® appeared in this latter anaual
‘for 1829, pp. 178-128..

Of pleasures adien
The heart that is broken
Ne hopes can renew

The star falls in darkness

To be no more seen

& leaves a blank markless

Where splendour hath been

On the shore speedy drying

Noughts seen of the wave

Sa the heart for love dying

Sinlks into the grave.

' John Clare

Helpstone Septr 13. 1827

Clare's ‘Verses' arc presumably uh-
published,® as Mrs Hall did not in-
clude chem in the Jwvenile Forget-AMe-
Not ‘for 1829 or ‘for 1830° or in the
only issuc (‘for 1830’) examincd of
the Forger-Me-Not of Rudolph Aclk-
crmann  (1764-1834). [Hall is de-
seribed by the Tibbles? as a man
“whose Jetters had been full of friendly
prafessions. hut who was unwilling, or
vnable, to pay {er the many poems he
accepted.” Perhaps he showed Clare’s
poem to his wife, bur for one reason
ot another he kept the manuscript un- .
published in his own files,

I1yper It Ro LTINS

*They are not printed in Cherry’s Life
and Reamainz, Arthur Symons' Yoems by
John Clare (London, 1¢o8), Edmund Blun-
den and Alan Porter’s jobn Clare: Paemis
{London, 1920}, or J. W. Tibble's The
Poeuis of Jobhn Clare,

VJohn Clare, p. 303, .

The Treasure Room of the Law School Library

HIL Treasure Room of the
Harvard Law School Library,
located at the north end of
the Langdell Hall Reading Roorm,
was apencd for use 15 August 19438,

The room was built to house and
prescrve the world’s greatest collee-
tion of legal rarities. First plans were
drawn eatly in 1943, but construction
was delayed by war conditions and,
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