
Daniel Ricketson's copy of "Walden"

Citation
Harding, Walter. 1967. Daniel Ricketson's copy of "Walden". Harvard Library Bulletin XV (4),
October 1967: 401-411.

Link
https://nrs.harvard.edu/URN-3:HUL.INSTREPOS:37363940

Terms of use
This article was downloaded from Harvard University’s DASH repository, and is made
available under the terms and conditions applicable to Other Posted Material (LAA), as set
forth at
https://harvardwiki.atlassian.net/wiki/external/NGY5NDE4ZjgzNTc5NDQzMGIzZWZhMGFlOWI2M2EwYTg

Accessibility
https://accessibility.huit.harvard.edu/digital-accessibility-policy

Share Your Story
The Harvard community has made this article openly available.
Please share how this access benefits you. Submit a story

https://dash.harvard.edu/submit-story?publicationId=f4b6e1a7-0cc3-466f-8730-b919bdf6e3fc


Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XV, Number 4
(October 1967)

Daniel Ricketson's Copy of Walden 
lf7 niter H nrding 

T is an astonishing thing to have a hitherto unkno,vn cop)· of 
1-Ienry David Thorcan,s 111 a/den, heavily annotated by his 1nost 
ardent disciple, Daniel llicketsont tur11 up more than a ccnrury 
after death. It is even more astonishing to discover in 

that volume t\VO equally unkno,vn carjcatures of Thoreau n1ade from 
life by Ricketson. Yet exactly this has happened~ and the vol11111c is 
no\v in the Houghton Library" of Harvard University. 

Daniel Ricketson ,vas a \vcll-to-do N e,v Bcdf ord Quaker h1,v-yer~ 
,vho, though he had p asscd the. bar, devoted hin1sclf nln1ost entire} y to 
literary and historical interests and the cultivation of intellectual 
friends. On August Io, 185 4, the da)T after TfT nlden ,vas first published 
by Ticknor & Fields in Boston~ Ricketson purchased a cop)r, sat do,vn 
and read it through~ So i1npressed ,vas he that on August 1 2 he \vrotc 
a long letter to Tl1ore2u) ,vhon1 he had never n1ct, congratulating hin1 
on a book '\vhich bears the snnnp of a genuine and earnest lover for 
the true philosophy of hu1nari life." He told Thoreau of the ('shant) 7 ,, 

,vhich he had built on his estate, Brookla"~n, on the .outskirts of Nc\v 
Bedford, to ,Yhich he retired to read and contcn1plate nature, and 
invited Thoreau to visit hin1 should he ever be in the vicjnity· of Ne\V 
Bedford. Thoreau, q uitc ch aracterjstically\ did not bother to reply· 
until October I, and then ,vrotc s.o cooll37 that Ricketson inscribed on 
the n11u1uscript, ''L~ettcr hastily· ,vritten and hardl)T satisfactol) 7 ~ c,Ti-
dently ,vc1l-n1eant though over-cautious.J' '''hen, ho,vever, Thoreau 
found that he ,vouid·bc filling a lecrure engagen1ent in Nc,v Bedford 
on Dcccn1bcr 2 6, r 8 5 4, he pron1ptl)7 inf ormcd Ricketson and \Vas 

invited to stay overnight \Vith hin1. 
Tlloreau n1issed the train and arriYed at Ricketson's hon1c after his 

host h~d given up hope of seeing !1in1. Ricketson, expecting fron1 his 
reading of lT' aldeu "to sec 2. n1an of unusual vigor and size,"' did not 
recognize Thorcal1 and \Vas :ibout to disn1iss hin1 as an lln\vnntcd 
pcdd]er. Once Thore::iu identified hirnse]f, 110\vcvcr, he ,vas ,vclcon1cd 
into the house and as Ricketson has said, the disappoinnnent ,vhich he 
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felt ''soon passed off., and never again obtruded itse]f to the philos-
opher~s disadvantage." 

Fron1 this point on until 1"horcau"s de.2th in 1 862~ Ricketson and 
Thoreau frequently v-isited back and forth in Ne,v Bedford and Con-
cord. Ricl<etson ,vas unquestionably the m_ore ardent of the t\vo. 
Thoreau at times ,vas annoyed ,vith Rickctson)s chronic hypochondria 
and insipidity. On occasion he ,vould neglect to ans\vcr Rickctsonts 
]etters for months at a ti1ne. Ricketson ,vould chide hi1n for the ne~ 
glect1 ,vhercup.on Thoreau ,vould onl}7 replJT, ('Yon kno,v that I never 
pron1iscd to correspond ,vith )rou, and so, ,;vhen I dot I do n1orc than I 
pro1niscd.J' But despite apparent coolness, Thoreau nonetheless found 
Ricketson an affable con1pan.ion on occasion nnd spent many a pleasant 
da)r ,vith him. 

Ricketson,s copy of A Jfi eek 011 the Concord and lvlerriuu,ck Rivers 
,vith its dra,ving of Thoreau ~she appeared on the doorstep of Brook-
la\v11 on Decctnbcr 25., 1854., ,vhich is no\v in the Alhcrt E. l. .. o,vncs 
c ollcction • in Bro,vn U n.ivcrsity Library·" has long been \ve11-knu\vn 
and the caricature frequcntl)T reproduced. T]1e TT1 nlden volun1e, ho,v-
ever~ con1c.s as a surprjsc to the \Vorld of Thoreau scholarship. Just 
,vhen it left Ricketson's hands and ,vhere it ren1ained hidden for n1an)r 
years is unkno\vn, but it ,vas recently· offered for sale by a ,vell-kno,vn 
rare-book dealer and su has been acquired by J--f arvard University. 

The book is still in the orjginal typical Tjcknor & Fields blind-
stnn1pcd~ homely, bro,vn binding ,vhich sho,v.s signs of much use .. 
Ric kctson has filled both the front and back encl papers ,-vith pencilled 
annotations ~nd comn1cnts, has pasted a carican1re of Thoreau's bust 
on the first front cndpapcr, ~nd has dra,vn in jnk on the next to the 
last endpaper in the back of the book n delightful full~length carjcature 
of Thoreau ,vith beard, cnne, boots! and coonskin capr Throughout 
the text of the v.olu1nc, he has frcqucntl)T underlined or made marginal 
lines beside passages that attracted his attcn tion and here and there has 
n1adc various con1ments> not all of rhcn1 complimentary. Occusiona11y 
he had even atternpted to revise Thorcau)s ,vording and puncn1ation. 
·r\Thile none of Rickctson's co1nn1cnts give any remurkubl)7 nc,v in-
sights into lf1 nldcn, they-do" give us a better understnnding of Ricket~ 
son:ts interest hi Thoreau hin1sclf, nnd help to confirm some of the 
details of their long friendship .. It \vould thus seem ,vorth,vhilc to set 
du\vn for the record u detailed descdption of this ne\vly- discovered 
volume. 
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DETAILEn DESCRIPTION 

[Front endpnper a] [Pasted in, a cnricature lnbeled ,uFl. D. 1~horeau from 
life Dec. 26th 1854,"'' in ink on an octagonal piece of blue p2pcr. This 
dra,ving ,v=1s, then~ 1nadc on the occasion of Thoreau 1s first visit ,vith 
Ricketson at Brook la, vn.] 

I-Ic no,v \Years a full beard "\Yhich uurcb in1proycs his countenance 
1858. [Thoreau grc,v his fu]l heard in the sumn1er of 1857.] 

(Front endp3per h] Daniel Ricketson Aug+ 10th r854 [JfTnJden ,vas 
publjshed on August 9j 1854. Ricketson purchased his copy the "·ery 
next day.] 

'~It js the declaration of Seneca, that '~as often a,t: he mingled in the 
_ company of n1cn he can1c. out of it less a man than he ,vent in/' and 
to the truth of th is our o,v n experience after much f rce con vc.rsatio n 
bears tcstitnony; for it is tlluch easier to be ,vholly silent than not to 
exceed in \VOrd; it is 1nuch ea~icr to keep concealed at home than to 
preserve ourselves from sin nbroad~ r-lc therefore that passcth fore-
1vard to the perfection of the internal and spiritual 1ifc 1nust ,vjth 
Jesus ,vithdra,v hin1self from the 

Th on1a s A IC c1n p j s 1 / 111 i tati 011 of Cb rist.', 
[Chap. XX. 1'0£ the Love of SoJitudc 
and Silence''] 

[Front endpaper cJ Tbcrrenrls visits Dcce1nbcr 1854 Scpternber 1855 
June 1856 AprH 1857 Dec. 1858 Jnst visit Aug. 1861 J-J. D. 
1~+ died l\1ny 6th 186z. fJenry 1)~ ... fhorca11 ,vas horn in Concord 
July r 2th t8 l 7 - Died in Concord i\·iay 6th 18624 Aged 44 y·ears, 

r h d ' ( . + 11' [ ''I 1 11 1 l d. ", 9 n1ont st 24 ays non omnis n1or1ar s rn not a togct 1cr 1c, 
- l-1 orace. Odes, 3. 30.6.] 

Date of Thoreau~s An1urotype takc11 in N [e\v] ll[edford] by 
Dunshee Aug. 2 r, 1861 [This fa the ,vcll-kno\Yn last portrait of 
1"'horcau taken at Rickct.son~s request just after Thoreau's return 
f ron1 1\ 1 in neso ta.] 

[Front cndpaper J] Henry D~ Thoreau arrived at Brook1alvn Sat[urda]y 
noon Sept 30th and remained until Friday tnorning Oct 6th 18 55 
[ According to Rickersonts o,vn journali Thoreau arrived for this 
second visit to ~.,.e,v Bedford on Satu rda}r~ Scptcn1bcr 29, 185 5-
October 6, 1855, ,vas on a Friday.] 

J-J. D. T. can1c to Brookhnvn from Concord ,vith me A1onday 
June 23rd 1856 - and remnjned until Tuesday [Ricketson cancelled 
Tuesday l ,~v:edncsday July -i. n d 185 6 

1st ? "'\\T [ al ton?] R [icketson?] 
[The date of Thoreau's arrival in NC''-V Redford is difficult to de-

cipher nnd looks aln1ost as though fr might ue June 25th, but the 23rd 
is confirmed ju both Thoreau's and Rickctson's journalst as is the d:ltc 
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of departure, July 2ndJ even though "\Valton Richetson, RicketsonJs 
son, appnrently questioned that date~] 

H. D. T. arrived Aprjl 2d 1857 left April 15th 1857, several visits 
since to Aug J 86 r his last [Although Ricketson's journal lists April 
1st as the date of Thoreau's arrivnl, Thorenu~s journal confirms the 
2nd as the correct date.] Obiit die \TI i\1aii A.l) l\1lDCCCLXII [He 
died 1\la.y-6~ 18624] Non omnis n1orjar 

[Front cndpapcr c] J-Icnry David Thoreau Philomath [lover of learn-
ing~ his favorite epithet for Thoreau.] Concord~ .i\1ass. 

"I-I urnble quiet buiJ ds her cell, 
Near the so-urcc ,vhence pleasure flo,·vs; 
She eyes th c clear crystalline \Yell, 
And tastes it as jt goes.H 

[Thornas] Gray4 [1'Odc on the Pleasure Arising 
fron1 ''icissitudc/) 57-60] 

[Tfrle-page] [Dra,ving of Thoreau's cabin rather crudely \Vater-colored 
in green, blue, r1nd bro,vn.] 

[Copyright 1,agc] [A clippjng entitled ''J-Icnry Thoreau, A Faithful 
Port ra i tnrc'' pas red in. It is a p parcntl y th c first installment of Ellery 
Channing"s biography of Thoreau ,vhich appeared serinlly in the Bos-
ton Conn,1o'i1rr.vealtb beginning ,vith the issue of Decernber 2 5, 1863.] 

[Page [ 4]] The author of this book no,v lives at his fathcris- havjng a 
roon1 in the g~n·et. I-Iis livjng is obtained by surveying & n1aking lead 
pencils. -Ile s11cnt t,vo days ,, .. ith me in Dec 18 54 - a man of the 
most gentle & genial n1anners. Jan. 1855. D. R. 

Gilpin[']s Forest Scenery 
\~ 1 orks of ,,rm Gilpin 

llivcr ,~rye 
JJakes of Scotland 
except sern1ons [Y\Tillian1 Gilpin ,vas one of 1""horcau's favorite 
authors - he is 1ncntioncd, for exrnnplc, in the '~T-J ousc- ,,\,. arn1ingn 
chapter of TJ.r aldeur 1 .. horeau, in ·his Jetter of October 1, 1854, 
rccomn1endcd Gilpin's ,vurks to R.icketsun and in his letter of Oc-
tober 1 2 i r 8 5 5, sent Ricketson a long list of Gilpin's ,, 1orks ,vith 

for ordering then1 front Enginnd.] 
[.Page 6] [l\1arginal line hy '~I have traveled a good deal in Concord."] 
[ Pag c 9] R -at her "ran ting in syn1pa thy or feeling [\\Tritten in th c 1n n rgi n 

by Thoreau's com1ncnts on the ' 1n1cnn ~nd sncal~ing Eves n1any of 
you IillC,''] 

[Page 1 o J [1\·Inrginal Jines by- the pass:ige nbout '\yhat a 111a~ thinks of 
hin1selP' and the final para.graph on the '1l\1 ass of men [ ,vho] lead 
Ii vcs of quiet desperation .• ,] 
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[Page 11] ISentence at the top of the page on 1'the ch~ractcrjstic of ,vis-

donl~1 underlined and a question mark in the n1argin by the passage 
on the old never having very in1portnnt advjcc to give the young.] 

[Page 12] [l\ 1Iarginal line marldng the top paragraph on the lack of avail-
ab]e advice .. ] 

[Page 17] [l\-1argina1 lines by the passages on ' 11nost of the luxurics/ 1 on 
nthe ancient philosophers," and on '\.-oluntary poverty·/' the latter 
phrase being nrn.rked in both n1argins and underscored as \velL] 

[P~igc 2 3 J lJ is obj cct [l\' rittcn in the n1argin by Thoreau's statcrnent 
on hi.s purpose of going to \li/aldcn Pond to Jive.] 

[P11ge i4] C!otbiug [\, 1 ritten in at the breal{ bet\veen the paragraphs.] 
[Page 25] [Apparcndy not ~atisficd ,vith Thorcauts punctuation, l{icket-

1 r d f (' d jlt 1 d J • j ,I; 11 n • son 1as 1nserte con1mas a ter o 1n t 1e secon 1ne, reco ect 111 
the third, nod '\ippli~u1ccst' in the fifteenth .. l\1arginal line the pas-
s1gc on our clothes bccolning nss-i111ibtcd to ourselves.] 

[P::1ge 2 7] [!Vlarginal line by the passage on be,varing of enterprises that 
require ne,v clothes and tlle sentence on having rrny enterprise before 
you 1 underlined+ J 

f Png~ 301 rA1argjnaI ]inc by the passage. on the factory .systen1. The 
,vord "Sbelter.n ,vritten in at the h1rge break bct\veen )-H'tragraphs~] 

[Page 3 2 J [l."'he sentence about ({the natural yearning', underlined+ IVJ~r-
gjnal "Xi' by the passage on constructing a house. Fina] sentence on 
the railroad box rnarked ·\"vith a nrnrginal line.] 

[Page 33] [i\-largin:.11 line continued over from the preceding page for the 
snn1e sentence. Sentence on the size of the Indian house underlined 
and \vords "J...,arge \vig,vatnn ,vrit ten in the 111;1 rg1n+ On thi.i;; and on 
several other pages, light, irregular pencil scratches ,vhich seem to be 
acci<lental and ,vhich I shall ignore.] 

[Page 43J A d \velling of this kind ,vhich I visited ,vas standjng a fe,v 
years ago near the south ~horc of Assa\va1npsct Pond l\1iddleLorough 
[and] ,vas occupied by John Rosicr1 a half blood Indian ['~'ritten nt 
the hotto1n of the page helo,v Old Johnson's description of the early 
N e,v En g1 and fa rm l lo uses. 1 .. h ore au vis i tc d Assa ,va 111 p:; et Pond, 
north of Ne\l.' Bedford, several tin1es ,vith Ricketson~] 

[Page 40] [Passage on digging the ceHar marked ,vith a dotted n1arginal 
line. J 

[Page 54J [First full par~graph on the cost of the c:ihin footnoted by 
Ricketson; c'Built on ]and of R. ,,r. En1erson.:n Pitragraph on building 
a n1 ore l uxu ri ous house h8s margin nI Ii ne a. n d is f o] lo, ved by cxcla ma-
t.ion point. ~'I brag for hun1anity'" undcr1incd.] 

[Page 56] [i\1;1rgjnal line fro111 the 7th line to the bortom of the page. 
Sing1c -parenthesis placed just before the sentence bcginnjng ''If I 
,vish. "] 

[ Page 5 7] [Exclamation point in th c n1argin by th c com n1en ts on Sn1 i th, 
Ricardo, and Say.] 
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[Page 5 9] · ["Planting/ 1 ,vrittcn het\t.1ecn the paragraphs. J 
[Page 63] [Sentence on Arcndia underlined and ,vith marginal line. i\1ar-

gin~l question 1nark by the passage on drolvning in the 
[Page 64] Cc O c tu p.1ti on'~ , VTittcn in the margin by Thoreau~ s con1 men ts 

on his day-labor.] 
[Page 6 5] [Dotted 1i ne from the phrase ''amoun tcd ton do,vn to e' $ 8 40 

3/ 4" in n1id-pagc.] 
[Page 70] [Question n1ark in the margin by the statement on living on 

board nai]s.] 
[Page 7 7 J [T\·1 arginaI line by pa.r:lgraph on n1aintaining one's sclL] 
LPage 78] ['cThc man ,vho goes alone can start to~dayn underlined and 

cnti re sentence n1arked ,vith marginal Jine.] 
[P~gc 80] [Scnten ccs on doing good, running over on to page 81, 

marked ,vith 1narginal line.,] 
[Page 82] [Sentence on employing the poor in one's kitchcus 111arkcd 

,vith marginal line.] 
[Pnge 84] [Paragraph on the sadness of rcf or1ners marked ,vith 1narginal 

line.] . 
[Page 87] ["T. Carelv 1,, footnoted~ "Thont1s Care\vt a native of Gloces-

tershire [sic], cdµcatcd at Corpus Christi, Oxford. I-J e died about 
163 9. 

[Page 89] The ,vay he purchased a Farn1. [In the margin by the Hol-
lo,ve11 pince comments. ~1arginal line by entire paragraph and "for n 
man is rich in proportion to the number of things ,vhich he can afford 
to le ave a I on c' 1 under lined. J 

[Page 90] 1"horeau is a surveyor occasion.1lly. [Footnoted to the \vor<l 
~'sUt!iJey ' 1 jn the pocn1.] 

[Page 91] [i\1argina1 line by the paragraph on. Old Cato.] 
[Page 92] [i\1argina1 line and undcdjning of sentences on ,vinds at the 

"\::\T al den cabin.] 
[PAge 96] [Asterisk by .sentence on 1norning as a -cheerful ini'.itation; 

under Ii nin g of sentence on so 111n o] enc c; and n1a rg in al line on con1-
men ts about the n1osquito.,] · 

I Page 97] [J\inrginal line by sentence on 1~auroral hour/'] . 
[Page 98] [Underlining of ul ,vantcd to live deep and suck out all the 

n1:1rro\V of life/'] . . 
[Page 100] Son1e,vhat obscure [In n1argin by passage on Hsound sleep-

ers.''] 
[Page 111] [i\.-1arginnl Jjne by parngraph on clqquence~] 
[Page 117] [Sentence beginning "Hov~.r tn~ny __ a mnn'i underlined nnd 

n1n rt-: ed by-marginal line.] 
[Page 123] fi\1arginal line by sentence on "getting our Hving.,1] . 

[Page 12 5] Channing [ In n1argin by the quoted poem. 1 
[Page 134] [Dotted 1narginal line by paragraph l?~l the church bells.,] 
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[Page 13 7 J [i\1arginal line~ exten<ling over to the next page~ by the para-

graph on frogs.] 
[Page 139] ''In the barn the tenant cock, 

Close by Partlct perched on high., 
Briski y cro \vs, -th c Shep herd, s clock, 

Jocund that the n1orning,s nigh.'1 

Day- a pastoral- [John] Cunningham [1729-
17 7 3, II, 1-4., slightly misquoted. Footnoted 
to the 1vord ,-cChanticleer, ''] 

[Page 140] [lvlarginal line by first half of opening paragraph.] 
[Page 14 7] [l\iarginal line by first five sentences on being alone~] 
[Page 148] From ,vho1n could this information ·have been derived? 

Perhaps the man tho' dyjng, yet revived [Footnoted to comment on a 
man lost in the ,voods. l\1argina1 linet extending to next page, by 
paragraph on lo n ~1 in e.ss.] 

[Page 1 49] one of th c n1osc remarkable pn ssa gcs ju the English ] an gt 1nge. 
[ i\1 argina I conun en t on paragraph about the old sc t t I er. Phrases '' o Id 
settler"" and "original proprietor'" underlined and "The Creator' 1 

"'\ v ri t ten in ma.rg in. "An cld c r 1 Y' d fl me i::- also under Jin ed, , vi th ' 1N a tu re", 
,vritten ju tnargin.] 

[Page 151] July 2: 5th I 86 3. [\:\' rittcn at end of paragraph.] · 
[ Page 1 5 3] [ l\ 1 argin al line by sen tenc c on the in con ,T enicn cc of so small 

a house.] 
[Page 15 5 J ''Inveni requic1n: spes et Fortuna va1ctc 

Nil 1nihi ,Tobiscun1; ludite nunc alios.'> 
[I have found rest: hope and fortune fare\vcll, 
You have brought me nothing: no\v 1nock 

j\1 otto oycr the 0oor of Petrarch's retreat, \T aucluse. 
[Footnoted to quoted poen1.] 

[Page 17 2.] [ i\1arginal line by sentence on top dressing. J . 
[Page 18 3] [A1arginal ljnc ht pnss~ge on returning to _cabin at night.] 
[Page 18 5] An experience of this kind I had one dark eve [nin] g in Con-

cord D R [In inargin hr sentence on going astray at 
[Pnge 186] [lVlarginal line by account of Thoreau's arrest. J 
[Page 189] [l\.fargin3l line by sentence on striking the side of his boat~] 
[Page 191] not so! A[nna?] l{ [jckctsonl, The sea is nhvays blue I be-

Jie,Te off soundings. D. R. [Footnote to passage on color of the sea. 
Anna ltickctson ".r~1s Daniel's daughter. J 

[Page 213 J llrobably so caHcd fronl its Leing a resort of , 7~.Tild Geese on 
their semi-annual pas~ages. [Footnote to ' 1Goosc Pond.'' 1\1arginal 
line by passage on ''n1odel far1n~''] 

[Page 119] [},inal three Jines of poern cancelled and revised to read~ 
~'Innocent of anglcrts hoo1, . 
'''here n1crcudal trout, 
Are seen to dart about." 
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and identification uchanning" nddcd in the margin. Since Ricketson 
knc,v Ellery Ch~nning \Vc11t fr is quite possible that he derived these 
changes fron1 Channing hi111self.] 

[Page 2 i o] Channing [ l\1arginal note by pocn1 in ,vhich ,vord "stecrl' 
has hcen under lined r] 

[Page 225] Chnnning [l\1arginal note hy poem .. ] 
[Page 2 26 J 1'horcau soinc\vhcre else says c'I-Io,v uear the , 1..ild is to the 
· good.~~ [footnoted to sentence on loving the ,vild. In his essay on 

''\~ 7 alking, ,i Thoreau ~ays, ~' flo,v near to good is "rh"rtt is -1vi/d[ "] 
[Page 230] [1\1arginal line by passage on fishing and hunting losing his 

respect.] 
[Page 2 3 1 J [ ''because they ,vere not agreeable to n1y jn1agination'~ undcr-

Jined and n1arked ,vith margintll linc.] 
[Page ;i 3 2] [Dotted 1nargin11l line by paragraph on cnoked footl.] 
[Page 2 33] [i\1argjnnl line and question n1ark by sentence on enting a 

fried rat .. ] 
[Page i 3 5] [j\1 arginal line and asterisk by pa.ragraph on moral life+] 
[Page 2 36] f i\1arginal line along entire page+ Asterisk by sentence on 

anin1al dying out jn one.] 
[Page 2 3 7] [Dotted 1narginal line along-entire page.] 
[Page 2 38] A n1an\, heart changeth 111s countenance ,vhether it he for 

good or cvjl_ Sulon1on. [Footnoted to sentence on effect of noble-
ness on a tnan's features. Dotted n1arginal line for 3]l but final para-
graph on page.] 

[Page 260] "\Vm. E. Channing [i\1arginal note to sentence about a poet 
bclng t~1kcn to hoard.] 

[ Pa gc 2 6 7] along [ "l\ 1 n.rginal correction to '' the geese cam c l umbering in 
in the dark. n J 

[Page 2 7 2] Jarge [1\1argjnal correction to ''it had burned a pl3ce as big as 
my hand."] 

[Pnge z74] j\1rs Hooper of Boston a daughter of the. late l~lm Sturgis. 
From th~ Dial 

Garol tne Sturgis da ugh tcr of "\ \ 1jl l ian1 Sturgis [Footnoted to po etn.] 
[Page 287] I-Ios1ncr [i\1arginal note to "a long-headed fanncr.'''] Chan-

ning [l\1arginal note to "a poct. 1 '] 

[Page 288] Alcott (j\1urginal note to paragraph on Connecticut peddler.] 
[Page 289 J vjde j)ffge 149 [Footnote to ~'old scttlcr.n] 
[Page 290] E1ncrson [i\-1a.rginal note to ('one another.·H] 
[Page z94] [''Ilrisk about'' corrected to ''frisk about/'] 
[Page 338] lle . probably ,vitnessed the gyrations of the \i\f oodcock 

[Footnote to ,:'The i\.1erlin.')] 
[Page 341] From l\1arch 1845 to Se.pt[crnbc] r t 847 about 2 ½ years 

[Added at end of last paragraph.] 
[Page 3 48] [ "Apple-treei' and ,coale' in last line underlined.] 
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[Bnck cndpaper a] I\.fr John Thoreau the father of the author died at 

Concord Feb 3d 1859 aged 71 years. Henry· D. Thoreau dtcd at his 
hon1_e in Concord !vhtss lviar 6th 1862, aged 44 years. non omnis 
n1uri::1r. 
[Follo-\v.ing clippjng, dated in rlcncjl O r 8 5 8, '' pasted on page. J 

A:J.r. 1""'horcu11, of Concord! lived, and for aught ,ve kno\v to the 
contrary lives no,v in a little house of his O\\'"O construction on the 
boarders [sic] of a bcautif ul pond~ J·T C! has been said to be quite ec-cen-
tdc i11 his habitsi and so indeed he 1nust he if stories of his prin1itivc \Vay 
of Ji\'jng are correct~ It is rather curious to see il gentleman of cultivated 
inte1lect retiring from the ,vorld, dividing his tirnc bct":-ixt literary 
labors and cooking, hunting~ and fishing. But l\1r~ Thoreau is not the 
only n1an ,vho believes in solitude and practically seeks for it. J t n1ay 
not be generally kno\vn to our readers that there is living on this 
Cape, a n1an ,vho has a rough little house built and occupied by 
hiTI1self alone~ It stands just on the edge of a hill \vhich overlooks 
the va1Jcys belo,v and the ocean nnd shore in the distance. Its furni~ 
tnrc is rude, yet su fficicn t for one ,v ho t,,..-o y·ea rs a go forsook the 
haunts of men, the society in 1vhich he had n1oved, nnd sourrht the 
quiet of this sequestered spot. ,ve caHed ro sec this strangeci man a 
short thne ago and ,vere struck ,vith the ease of his manners and the 
philosophical character of his rc,narks. By n process of reason~ng 
,vhich certainly lvas ingenious, if not corrcctJ he had arrived at tho 
conclusion -that the life he leads is best for the ·happiness of mnn~ T~/c 
"\YC re 111 uch pleased ,vi th our visit, though ,ve could not but \von <l er 
,vhat sorro,vs and tria]s had led to this strong, unchangeable dcsi re for 
solitude. -Gloucester Telegrapb. 1858 [Date entered jn penciL] 

[Back end paper b] I-l enr,J D4 Tboreau. Concord, i\1n.ss. 
"Take -this my son, the Father said. 
This GJoue I give thee for thy bread. 
Eager he seized the precj on.s store 
The gjft devoured, and asked for n1ore. '' 

[Back cndpapcr c] 
A. B. Alcott 
R. "\\'. Emerson 
H. D. Thoreau 
tV. E. Channing 
,,, [llson] FJa.gg 

} 

Alcott [ I a ssu tn c Ricketson 111 cans 
Bronson Alcott hut I ~11n un-
able to find it among his pub-
Hshed poems. Quite ~ikcly Al-
cott gave hii11 a tnanuscrjpt 
copy.] 

Concord, j\1ass 

Ne,v Bedford I B 57 
Andover, i\1ass 
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A. Bronson Alcott 
H. D. Thoreau 

at Brookla.:vn April r857. 

1-I. D~ Thoreau } 
Thon1as Cholmondeley 
[f.lagg ,vas a minor nature ,vrjter nnd fdcnd of Ricketson. Cholmon-
d ele y ,vas T·h or eau' s Eng] ish nd 1ni rer ,vh o visited Ricketson , vi th him 
in 18 5 8, Pasted in, 1 en gt h y clip pjng en ti tied ''Boston and Vicinity .. 
Thoreau Ta]k.,', an account of 1'Life ,vithout P1·1nciple') lecture given 
to Theodore }larker's congregation at the l\1usic Hall in Boston on 
October 9, 1859a The clipping1 in large part a. sunlmflry of the lec-
ture) is too lengthy to quote in its cntirety- 1 hut it begh1s:] 

lienry D. Thoreau of Concord., the hcrn1it of 1?l al den Pond) and 
the model cynic of modern times, occupied the l'Vlusic Hall platforn1 
yesterday, and for an hour and a ·half discoursed upon ,vhat he con-
siders to be ''A1isspent Lives.)' Mr~ Thoreau has a fine voice, and a 
prompt t cffc cti ve sty I c of oratory thR t fixes th c a ttcn ti on of th c 
hearer ... 4 • 

[Ba.ck cndpaper 41 
"\\rill the ,vintcr never end 
Never end the chi]H~g ,viod 
Never end the biting frost? 
Shall not Na tu_re, genial, Id n d, 
Come again ere a.11 be lost1 

And her balmy spirit blend? 
1857 

[There foHo,vs a rough sketch entitled 1'Baker Fnr1n-T-Ion.se.n] 
There ,vns also rcn old Barn and both_ unoccupied except hy s\vallo,vs 
& other bjrds, ,vhen I use<l to visit thcn1 ,vith 111y friend H.D.Tr 
[There follo,Ys a rough sketch entitled '<Old Barn/~ Baker Fnrn1 is 
the setting of the chapter of that nntne in TT' alde-11.] 

[Back endpaper eJ ~1ade a visit to the author of ,valden Sept 1855, 
arriving on the evening of the 20th and leaving nr noon the 22d after 
a plensnnt vjsit during 1.vhich I ,vas introduced & took tea ,vith R~lph 
"\\fr En1crson, and stopped over night \Vith ,~rm R, ChJ.nning the 11oet. 

On the 2 1 - ,dsired the spot ,vhcrc the author ~pent t\vo years by 
the side of "'\~7alden Pond - a beautiful little Jake about I½ 111ilcs 
fron1 Concord ,Tillage. H~D.T. arrived nt Brooklrnvn Snt[urda]y 
noon Sept 2 9, r 8 5 5. I_jcf t for Plymouth ,vith 111yself Friday 111orn ing 
Oct 5th. roatcs confinned in both Ricketson's and ThoreauJs jour-
nals.] 

[Rack endpapcr f] .c1The ,, 1inds ,Yhich passed over my d,velling ,vere 
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such as S\\ ~eep over the ridges of rnoun ta ins, bearing th c bro kc n strainst 
or celcstjat parts only of terrestrial music. l""he morning ,vind forever 
blo,vsi the poen1 of Creation is uninterrupted; but fe,v are the ears 
that 11ear it. 

Oly1npus is but the outside of tl1c earth cvery,vhere~', Page 92 
[Fairly accurate tra.nscription from Tf1 a/den.] 

[Back cndpaper g] an ideal Thoreau 
A11 l deal 1..,/Joreau~ [First phrase \vrjcccn in pencil; second, in ink. 
They accompany ink caricature of a bearded Thoreau \Vith cane 1 

hoots, and coonskin cap.] 

[Back endpaper h] ~1nrch 13th 1859 
June 27th 1866. [Significance of these dates unkno\VTI.j -perhaps they 
mark Ricketson's re-readings of J,fT al den.] 
J-Ienry D. Thoreau 
The l\1un of Nature 

' 1~ Slighted as it is and hr, the great 
AbandonJdt flnd ,vhich still I more regret 
Infected ,vith the manners and the modes 
It kne,v not once, the country ,vins inc still 
I never fran1ed a ,vish or fonncd 2 plan 
That flattered n1c v~-' i th hop es of cart hi y bliss 
Dut there 1 kdd the scene/' 

[The Task:] 'i\'inter Evening 
a hove quotation is in ink~] 
Shanty Book, · 

Stn te Uni v·e rsi ty of N e,v York 
Genesco, N c,v York 

- [V?iUian1] Cov.-per 
rI\ 7, 691-7'l slightly misquoted. The 


