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Leaves of Grass: 
Four Letters to E1nerson 

Elen11or A1. Tilton 

1\lOXG LETTERS ,vrittcn to E1ncrson are four that con1ment on 
Lea-ves of Grass .. One is f ron1 ~n undergraduate ~nxious to be 
right; 1 one, f ron1 a distressed clcric~l geologist; 2 one., fro1n a 
thoughtfu] gcntlctnan .. ve11-rcad in philosophy;:.£ and the 

fourth, f ron1 a ''\\ 1ood~Chopcr hy profession/ 1 •1 The undergraduate, 
Bennett Nash, has the least to say, for he ,vishes to he assured that the 
book is ,vorrh reading. 1""he yrnJI1g n1an1s anxiety to be both up-to-
datc and correct in his judgments is f nn1iliar, certainly. The geologist, 
J. Peter Lesley, a Prcsbyteri"n clcrgy1nnn, ,vrites out of different anxi-
eties; he has .read not only Leaves of Grass but also f~n1crson"s notorious 
letter of 2 1 )llly 1855 and finds himself doubly agitated~ 

The \Vriter of rhe third letter is one of the fe,v to \Vho1n En1erson 
sent his copy of Lea·ves of Grtns/ perhaps seeking, diffidently, some 
confirmadon of his judgment of July~ Jarncs Elliot Cabot, ,vho had 
studied phi]osophy· in Germany, had in1pressed E1ncrson ,vith essays on 
Spinoza and Kant and delighted hitn ,vjth Y~/ilkinsl tran:;lation of the 
Bhagvat-Gccta1 hut his cool judgn1cnt of '\'hitn1an rrpparently 1nade 
Emerson doubt his o,vn. E1nerson \vould ,vrite to Carlyle: " .... a.f ter 
you have looked into it, if you thinl 1 as you ,nay, that it is only an 
auctioneer's inventory of a ,varchousc, you can Iight your pipe ,vith 
it." lJ 

1 Bennett "]\Tash. the son of Pa u Ii n e Tu c kc r Nash, sister of F.1n e rson 1s .first w lie; 
-a.1.s.~ Ralph ,:\r:I]do Emer~on l\ifcnk.1rj~l Assocfation') Houghton I rihrary, hereafter 
R v-,., fi'.i\1 A? 

2 J. Peter Lc::;lcy \'Vas married to Susan Lynian ,vhon1 Etnerson h~<.l kno\-vn since 

her childhnod; a.1.s . ., R 1,rEJ\1A. 
~James Elliot Cauot; a.1.s., Schlesinger Library. Raddiffr. 
·I Simeot1 Carter; a.Ls . .., ll l\l£l\·LA.... t"\1r. ~arter _is long in getting to '''hitmanl 

but ,N h~ t he has to s :iy uf E1nerson is p ertinc nt. 
(, On lO July 185 51 he rccon1111ended it tu Sa1nuel Gray '''ard for ttS "orient-al 

1:a rgcncss. of ge nen-11 iza ti on tJ ( ~. 1. s,, ,,, ard p1pc rs] l-1 nu g hton Library). 
Ci Sec 6 1,1ay c 8 56 to C:.1rlylc, 1~be Carresf1ondence of Eu1erson and Carlj-•le~ ed. 

Joseph Slater (New York: Colun)hia U ph•crsity Press, c964}, p. 509. 

336 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXVII, Number 3 (July
1979)

Leaves of Grass: "//our Letters to E1nerson 337 
Altogether different is the fourth ,vriter, ,vho has never been to 

HColledgc~' nnd is g]ad of it, ,vho kno,vs ,vh~t he likes and is proud of 
it, and ,vho is perhaps too determinedly "fresh.'' A stranger to 
E1ncrson, Simeon Carter ,vritcs a letter in the sharpest possib]c con-
trast to that of Cabot) the one a Yankee, the other a Braht11in. 

Certainly suggestive of mid-ninecccnth-ccnrury taste and range of 
opinion - opinion of Emerson as ,vell as of '''hitman - these letters 
su gg est a] so rather more a ho u t Ji t crary· er i tic ism th an sop his ti cat ed 
t\ventieth-rentury· readers ,nay he ,viHing to see. J offer the texts 
,vithout furthcr.remark.j 

Dear Sir, 

Old c~n1brjdgc. l\·f an.:h 1 B 56 
2 -) 

I ,,:rite for inf orn,ntion. Fro111 the headlong ]if c of n last rcnn at I~InnTard I 
steal tirne to cntcrtntn ~n uA ngcl in the I·Iousc.'i The book fas-cinates n1e quite 
- & 1 only Jong to kno\V the ,vritcr~s na1nc. 

·Can it he Coventry Pannore: the abuser of 1 tEvangclineB? s I hardly l)e-
lieve it~ c~~n you enlighten tnc? 

Please-accept my kindest rcg~uds & ren1en1ber n1e to i\1rs. En1~rson & yr. 
f atnily~ Believe inc, in haste, 

Rev. A1r. R. ,,_,._ En1erson 

\ 7r. kinstnan, 
Dennett H. Nash 

J learned ycstcrdrty, jn Can1bridgc, that you h~ve perused the journcyn1:1n 
printer's HLca,,.es of -Grass. n Is ir, the ref ore, ,vorth the reading? & ,vhat arc 
\ :v a 1 tcr ,,, hfrn1 an is an tece<l en t(i? 

Pardon me the gi,·ing you so 1nuch troubkr 
Ha'-·e ,vc no Stonchcngcs & no Carly1cs in An1erica? 

Nov. 2 5 185 5 Phi]ada. No. I 1\forris St. 
Respected nnd dear Sir 

Pardon me for the sccn1ing in1pcrtincncc of an jnq niry· ,vhich involves 
hov,:ever- and that is ,ny excuse- the deepest and dearest th1ngs \\1c kno\, 1 

of as thinking & fcding souls in love \\'ith ,vjsdom and truth. Ooc of my 
7 Rusk quotes briefly fro1n thrc-c of these lctters 1 '1.,/Je LetteTJ of Ralph 1rr nldo 

Rnzerson {Nevr York: Columbia University Press, 1939), 1, 7 , s 20--52 1. Caboes letter 
v:as unknow·u to him. Sec En1crson1s Jetter to C;ihot) Letters, IV, 531. 1n the toxts. 
herci insertions arc enclo:5 e d Ly v frgu I n.s;. cl cl cti on s, by a ngl brae kets; and 1 etters 
rcs{o red h y me, hy sq u c1 re bra ckcts. The tc xts arc s w· ri ttcn ex ccpt that super -
~cripc-s arc lo\vcrcd and braces, catdl\vords, ~nd endorsements s.re omitted. 

8 In a rc,•jc\v article uA nu:rican Poetry-,"" Coventry· Patmore had singled out 
uE·nlngclincu for particular disparagement (/ 1l ortb Briiisb Ret~ie•V.\ x,rn [August 
l 8 5i], 394-406)"" 
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fdcnds h~nu.c<l n1e the other /day/ :1 trashy°!' profane & oLscene book of verses 
ca]lcd, LcaYcs of Grass to ]ook at and pass nn opinion on. I rc:1d as ninny p:1ges 
as I could ~nd counted the author a pretentious ~s:s, ,vithout dcccnc:,~. I ,vas 
not fl Jittle vexed there[ ore \\'hen a fe\v days -aftenvard 1ny cousin cmnrc in ,vith 
a ne\vspaper slip cont::aining \vhat putported to be a Jetter of respect and grati-
tude to the author over the na1nc \\?hich of -::111 others runong An1erican good 
lllen and thinkers I revere and ]oy•c ~s a nrnster and leader of the peop]eJ a niark 
upon the present age and a sy1nbol of the f uture,P I pronounced it at once 
nngcnuine~ a n1alicious: jest. But you hrnTe jn these b~rbnrjan regions, this ''lnid-
dle .flo\very fond't of the nlatcrhl and rnan1monish1 a host of detractors & de-
f an1ers rand I pronlised to obtain your ,vord in (n1y) support of my volunteered 
faith. F.ithcr I have been a care1ess reader of the book, or share ,vith nrnny others 
a blind prejudice against it, or you have been jnjured by so111e scatnp of ncw:S-
papcr cd[tor, or lastly you h;p:e happened upon son1e nob]er parts of the 
poen1 than I suppose it to cont1in. l cannot bear to be]ieve that ,~,,hat the Soul 
of one of n1y n1astcrs: finds "free & bta"e thoughtt uj ncompa rnble thin~ in-
con1parably ,veH said," '"'soljd sense" and ' 1fortjfying & encouraging nuTjts'~ n1yT 
sou] finds commonp]ace, fatuous and depraving to the ear that listcns.10 I re-

F.merson~s letrcr of 2 1 July 1855 ,ras printed in The l\1 e,...i.V-York Dlril_v Tribu,,e., 
10 Ocroi)cr 1855; h ,,;,•as possibly a cljpping from the Tribune that was shown to 
Le~ 1 c::y~ \,,rt t"i ng to Sr-1.n1 uel Lo ngf e 11 o\v, on :2: 4 O:cto ber (a.ls., Craigie I~I ousc), 
Eu1crsun spok<! of '''hitman 1s printing of rhc letter as: strange rude thing.'' 

10 These f ro1n Etncrson's k:ttcr arc not accurate~ hut neither is the 
Tribune printing. The text that fol!O'i.VS is from the rnanuscript in the Feinlwrg 
col I e ctio n (Li bra t·y-of Con grcss) , 

J.lear Sir, 

Concord 
1,·1 ass. t ts. 

z 1 July 
1855 

J atn not blind to the ,vorth of the \Vonderf ul gift of ''Le:rves of Gr::rns.H I find it 
the most extraordinarr piece of ,,;,Tit & ~xisdo1n thlr A1ncrica h:-:.s yet contributed. I ;.lin 
very happy in readtng h~ ~!!i great po,.,·cr nrnkc.s u::i happy. It nH.::l'!ts the dcurnr1d l a.111 

<tJ l ,,·a ys rn a king of 1.r hat seemed the sterile & sd ngy Na. tu re, as if ton 1n uch lrn n di-
"'ork or too much lymph in the tcn)pcratncnt ,vcrc making our ,,·cstcrn \Vits fat & 
inean. l gi\·c you j ny of your free & JJnwc thought. I ha,·-c great joy in h·. I find 
in.con1parahk . things s~id incomparably welJ1 ~s ther must IJeT I find the courage of 
t1·ee.t-n1e1u, ,vhkh so aclights us1 & ·which large perception only c::u1 inspire. I greet 
you .1t the hcginning of a great career~ ,,·ruch yet must have had a long foreground 
s:a 1n c,v here for such a .start. I ru l.J bed 1n r eyes a Ettl e to see if t hls su nbcarn \re re no 
ill us ion, Lu t the so lid sense of the book is a so her cert-ai ntv·. It h-a s the llest mer its, 
nan1ely, of forcifying & encour-:-1ging. 

I (lid not kno,,T until Ii fast night i sa \1l the book ti. d ycrti scd in a ne,vsp aper, that I 
could trust the n~mc a~ rc~I & fl.\ 1~i lr=i.blc for a po~t-officc. l ,vish to !ice my bene-
factor, &. have f d t 111 u ch 1 ikc striking 1ny t-.-ts ks, & visiting N c·w -~_{ or k to p-a. y you Jny 
respects. 
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quest thcrcf ore ,vith the tin1id f recdon1 \\'h.ich a kind]y pcrrnitted friendship 
1na y use so inc solution of n1y trouble and rc1nain 

i\-1 y dear Ernerson, 

l\1ost respectfully & truly 
Your frjend & scvt. 

T .P. Lcslcv . ... 

I rerurn ,Yith n1anr thm1ks the ~1Len ,·es of Grns~t \,0 h~ch as a ne,v book 1 
ought nor to have kept so long. - Ccrrn.inly there is so,11ebody therei tho' 
\\'hcthcr he be a poet or not I have not sufficient j udgmcnt to say. 

I-Ie h<1s son1e of the pre-re<JULS1tes certriin ly - first of all, he is a thorough-
going "'c"idcnt-dcst1ny 1 ' n1a.n thcr1 his insight into things about hi1n (,vhich 
scctns considerable) t:ikc-s the shape of concrete things:. 

Nc,Terthekss 1 should say he ,vas n1orc of a phiJosophcr than a poet, &. z-1uar 
a I-Jindoo phjlosophert or ,, 0 hat J once shocked you 1 I helievc, by calJing ua 
skepric'i - m~3ning nnt nt nll a doubter") hut n skeptic in the ~ndcnt, Scxtns 
Empiricus ,v~y1 i.e. a Jinn believer in CJrnos, or the Everlasting No.~ I-Iis 
optin1is1ni his universal cq uality (sand & grain= the unt \Terse) the last first 
& the first bst; his unlin1itcd enumeratjon~ & over.fJu,v of adj ectiv~s & ~ub-
stanrivcs - his 3]rernatc Jdentjfication of himself ,.~,.-jth aH 111ankind1 & scpara-
tjon of (hum:1) hin1sdf front hin1.scl f; - nil this I translate as the endeavor a.f tcr 
exprcssion1 of one ,vho has caught a g1i1npse of one side of rhc circle, & sees 
th-at a11 Reality is Spi dti but doe~ not yet ~u~pec.:t the other arc._ that Spirit is: 
alJ RenJiqr. - But ho,\-t\'er that n,a r be~ he secn1s to n1c to kno\v too nnich 
about poetry! to afford any prospcc-t of being a poet hin1self. But ,,,e can use 
hirn ,vhich C\"'Cr he bet if there is rc;.11ly miythiug t/Jete, beyond n prognosdc & 
an echo. There js a good deal of echo about himi & tnnny nf his good things 
you 111ay (reg) recognise as ,Tcry intimate acquaintances. 

I Eke the preface hest1 & very ,rell. But in the poc1n I do not see much ad-
vrince to,vard the $"Olution of the problcrn he very ,vcH puts <ns the) to the poet~ 
viz. ,ito indjcatc the path benvccn reality & the(ir) souls / ( of men)/" - he 
sccn1s to be oppressed ,\,.ith the reality & the sou h1 & to be consu..1utl y {runin) 
run(i}ning back & forth bet\veen rhem, countjng, dcinonstn1ting- but the 
n1agjc stroke that should make thcrn onc-i is ,v!lnting. -These things I say de 
bene esse, ,vlthout any pretence to judgn1ent ill these n1atter5t & the n1orc f rec-
Jy on that account. 

I hope you \Vi 11 pardon this hasty scr:i p, n1 tb er j a n1n1 ed bet\, '"een t\vo 
journics. J dnrc not keep your book :nny ]onger. 

\! cry truly yours 
j. Elliot c~ bot. 

Stonehan1 fi'eb. 6th 1860. 
l\.1lr. Emer.'ion, I had ,vcH nigh beg~n this letter ,vithi Afy dear Old P1'ieud") ,vhcn 
the thought occurcd th~t l ,vas nn intirc stranger to you, tho I have been '-ve]] 
acquainted ,vith you for some years, tho I h~ve never seen you face except on 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXVII, Number 3 (July
1979)

H arv«rd Librnrr Rulletiu ... 

pnper. 1 'he nature of 111r :icquaint~ncc you \\til] 11nderstand ,vhcn 1 tel1 you 
thnt on th~ shelves of a ·\vhat noe at the foot of n1y lounge there arc vols. 
{,vfrh) cntit1ed "lli~;:iys 1st ser1cs1 ' ii Essays z nd s~ri~~t 1,[l\'1isce!Janies11 &c I ,vas 
l)orn in \\ 1ilrningtont an1 3 5 years o]d, 6 ft h1gh1 long ]in1hed, ,,,eigh I 7 5. and 
a111 j \:Vood Cbnper Ly profcssion. 11 lldng housed \Vfrh a had cold & a cut 
thun10 for a f C\\' drays I have been reading your Ess;iys for the 2nd tirnc, I have 
to ]augh right out, or n1akc some excb111ation of surprise cvrv f c,v nlonlcnts, 
they are just as f res/J cvry tirne y'OU take then1 up '1& the (b)Bible is. I call then, 
co11ce11trntrd J?oetry., or a cargo of (p}P(ictry in h11lk. Jt dont nrnke flny odds 
,vhcrc you begin to read ,vhcthc-r at the hcgining tnidk or end. 1 "hey are 
rnthcr toa ricb diet for 1evry day,/ but if a ,~.rood Chopcr cant digest thc,n 
1 dont 1.:rHH\· ,vho can~ for I beJievc s(p}n1art exercise in t be open air i~ ra bout 
as nccc~s:ary for tbe digestcon of thought r.s for po[ r]k :1nd bcjns l guess I'n1 
a bout as inuch in lo\•e \vith dear old tlf other Nature as you aic - \Vhcn I ,vas 
n boy 1 {\1?)had a chance to go t{l school n1ore th~t I did, but I could ill brook the 
constrajnt~ & so111c po,vcr sec rued to i111pell nJe off into the ,voods~ or tot he rivcr 1 

there ,vas a season ,vhcn I ~c.u11c\vf1:at regretted 111y neglect of sn1dy., but I dont 
no,v. 1 got 1ny rc,vnrd & the student gets his. The very idea of Co1ledge makes 
n1e shudder. I done sec ho,,• a inan of your p.1rts got through it. l lo•ve! the 
,voods, the n1usic of Nnturc 11e'"ver tfres as docs that of art, though never so 
sldlJfull. J hear the "ind in pines, and ,,·here arc your pfanos your fiddles & 
your on.is~ in.~trun1ents? I hear the roH of the thunder & the heart beat of the 
Fngine & the run1bJc of the train~ & ,vhcrc arc your organs? 0 ho\\' free the 
Soul js~ '''hen I nm in co1uNdon (able to put up nvo cord '1 day right along) 
\\·hen the axe ba~· uo iueigbt in n1y hand, & songs roll spontaneous out of n1y 
1nourh, Guds! l nm second to no n1an, 1 kick the diadet11 fron1 off the Queens 
c:ro"'ned head1 ] stf r]ide irreverent o'er the lvlonarchs throne. Pension a lord 
,vith .~ixpe11c:e gi•,Jen a clorz.i}U, I-land l{iss the lady through the m~i ds s,vect 
lips. A int this about as good as the '~liberty of the s-011s of G o,1ii spoken of in the 
Bib le? By the \.vny, you did a lnO'il,'-11 thing in "Bn1111ati The firsl titne I read it 
in the Atlantic (I don't see it \'ery of ten) I <lidnt kno,v "\\'ho the author '-vns, 
but I said to the la<l r ,,Those. the book ,vns~ here 1s something good - She 
,vished n1c to read it to her, I did so~ I ::1n1 sure J dont kno,v nnything 
ru,1bat it '/ucaus, said she, ,\·ell. I said ask your J\1linistcr the next dine he caUs. 
She did so, and ,v h~t do you think his a~~\ver ,vas? I opine you'd have sniiled 

fe"=--had you h~vc heard it. 11i\1r. Etncrson does not ,,,rite to /be/ under-
stood)' - I hn.,\T h:nv•d right out \\'"hen she told me, -T tell you Ralph~ I call 
thi~ :ricb~ This orthodox diyjne ,vas Concord bred, Colledge learned, & reputed 
to be a fin~ scholart 1~ ::1 1.van.:hman on the ,·vftlls of Zion, & cou]dnt give the 

J 1: 1~he birth of Si1ncon Carter, Jr~~ on 3 1\lo-ve1nber l814 is recorded in. James E. 
l{cllcyt 1Vil111iugton Records of Birt /Jr, k!L1rrfogcs and Dem ,.,s, f rou, 17 30-1898 
(-Lowell, 1\·hHs.: 1"I10n1pson & Hill~ I 898)1-p. 2 2. 

l Of the Stoneham rn.inj sters listed by D. H c1 mi I ton Hu rd ln T 1H! Iii story of 
Afiddlcsex County (Philadelphia: J. \1/'. Le\ds & Co.i 1890) 11, 489i only Fis'kc 
B arr-ett, pastor of th c First U tii t:1 ri::1 n Church ( 18 5 8- 186 I ) ,vas gr~du~tcd from the 
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poor fody one. ray of Jight on 'Braniaj that l fooJishly thought contained the 
rr.vhole fo,,_ii & tbe goj·pel - I <lidnt go to 1ncctjng n1uch nfter that. I learned 
Brntna, so that no man could get it from me 1 then on Sunday I ,vent into the 
,voods & ahvays had rext & scnnon freslJ & tho the ncighhor~ thought I ,vas 
prof anc, I scc1ncd to fi11d God, ~s I never could in the meeting hou~c. S0111e-
tin1cs: I took 1ny gun & sbot: so1ne ga1nc, (I used to he a Hfrcqucnt gunner & 
fisher,') somcti1ncs I took n1y axe and put up a cord of ,vood 1 son1ctin1es my 
,v1fe & babies & picked some berries, but ,vhicI1cvcr it ,i..Tas I ahvays got good 
preaching, good 1nusic & good digestion~ & thcrc,vith I ,vas content. I kno,v 
,virnt llr:ain:a 111cnns to vie, but I dont kno\v ,,That it 1neans to 'YOU. - 1 1nust 
thank you for iti 'tho frorn the poem itself I karn that it is no 111eri1 of yours. 
One of n1y friends says she ,vjshes she kne,v ho,v you'd parse the first verse -
but I can ghrc her no Hg-ht on that for ] kno,v nothing of grarnn1ar. If I can 
only pass the last verse through n1y dai]y life, ld nsk no n1orc. Is Thoreaus 
en/Jin yet: nlJ.ve? I should judge f ro1n \\·hnt little l ha ,Te read of h.in1 that he ,vas 
one of the t(11tan1ed. I have never rc3J his book "\'r al den'' but I S"iJ)f!lJl nccro.n 
,iraldcn pond one day, s01nc years ago, just to see \Vlrnt 1 could do and a .fine 
pond to S\t 1in1 in 1t i.l,j. l have Jately got ho]d of a book "rith \vhich I an1 de-
lighted) vi'la "l .... ea ves of Grass0 by ,,, alt. YVh.it111nn'.I' ttnd J m1,1st just ,vhisper~ 
Ralph 1 look ,Yell to your laurels or this uncouth ba,vlcr ,vj]l slide thcn1 off your 
bro\v.s. H c is ne,\· man! he is-fresh, he l1:1s been in the real presence; he has 
c1nhrnccd. the Gn,kle.c;s n~ ked,. \\·hile tbe others have only knelt c1.t her f ect 1 

kissed the tips of her fingers, & son1e fe,v, her ]ips. I-Jjs Egotisn1 is :1dn1irahlc, 
equal to th~t of Jcsu~, hear him, uI sound my b:1rbadc y~nvp O",)er the roo[s of 
the world.n i'Alj--' voice is Orotund s•v}eepiug & finriHu Coll1d anything beat that? 
\Ve :lrc aH gropjng in shado\vs, he take.,;; hnld of re.air. l~od bJess him! I should 
]ikc to hug & kiss hi111 . . As a. Poet Ph..ilosophcr, & Christian 1 he is at the top of 
the heap, ancjent or n1odern. I ha ,Te said but half I should like to, but 1ny sheet 
is full, if ever you come near me you \Vou]d be cordialy ,velcon1ed to the pot 
luck of the dny. ''fours jn the Jove of 1"ruth Nature & Liberty. 

Simeon Carter. 
If you should nns··wer this'.I' Go<l speed it. I should be highly p1eased to read it.13 

Harvard Dlvinity School { 1849). His n~mc is not jn the Concord register of Births, 
Af arrfo.ges1 tmd Dent/Jr. 

1j. 1',lo anS\\Tcr h~ been found. 
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( and 80, 14, and 6) 

R. J.,JT_ Franklh1 

I~THOUGH Ei\nLY D1cK1~sox rnny· have resisted publication 
during her ]ifetin1e, she ,·vas a confirn1cd poet ,vho \Vrote 
near]y cjghteen hundred poen1s, sending 1nany of them to 
reJath,.cs and friends., to acq uaint~nccs1 and at rj1nes to 

strangers. By far the largest portion she organized into her o,vn form 
of bookn1aking: selected poe1ns ca ref ull y copied onto sheets of f oldcd 
stationery and bound into hooklets 1 kno,vn to scho!arship as packets 
or fascic]es. She hound about forty such units, using string through 
t,vo holes punched in each group of copied sheets~ and lcf t unbound 
enough copied sheets for sevcr2l others. 1 l""his, ,vith the poems she 
sent to individua]s~ ,vas as close to puh]ication as she allolvcd herse]f 
during her lif ctin1e. 

1'hc Dickinson packets, though surviving .1 coniplex histor) 7 of con-
.flict, did suff cr an artificial divjsion het\veen fan1ilics and~ finally, li-
l.uarics as \vcll as dislocation of 1nanuscrjpt.s ,vithin the packets~ chieAy 
after I 891. In rnidsun1n1cr of that 3rear, l\1abel Loon1is Todd, one of 
the first Dickinson cditors 1 having copied the packet pocn1s and having 
arranged for the publication of t,vo series of pocn1s ( 1 8901 1891 ), jn-
dcxe<l the ren1aindcr and nun1hered the groupings ss they stood then.~ 
'' 7hile the 1,,.odd nun1bering is stiIJ nscd and her index is Yaluablc in 
charting dislocation and in Ieconstructing original order, her indcxjng 
,vas not ahvays correct. S01nc disruption of the packets occurred bc-
f ore 1 89 I., and the Todd ntunbcring \Vas applied to artificjai or incom-
plete groupjngs. Packet 27, separated before rnidsu1nn1er 1891, \vns 
one of these. By then it consisted of only four and a half sheets -

r + 

sn1all for a Dickinson packet of r 862 - though it survived ,vithout 

1 1"hc tenn ptf.c-het ·wHl be used in. this ~rtjdc. A 1norc precise terminology is 
needed but 1nust a,\•a.it a corr1prehcnsive prcscntntion of th.e pa'-=kets Qjckinson bound 
and of the copic d but un hound sl 1 e:ets. 

2 The notebook Jn w·hich -1\.1:rs. l~ocl<l indexed the poCm'.ii is in the An1herst Col-
lege Library I )ic kinson col I e ctjo n. 
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further distuption., reaching the I·Ioughton L .. ibrary in 1950 \Vith the 
same shccts.~1 The variorun1 edition of the poen1s, edited hy 1""homas 
H. Johnson~ used this grouping for packet 2 7.4 

In 1 967 I suggested three addition~] sheets for the packet. t~ The 
proposal ,vas based on an analysis of the 'f"odd transcript p!i. ttcrns, the 
1891 indexing, ::ind characteristics of the n1anuscripts thcrnsclvcs. Re-
cently, in preparation for a f acsin1i1e edition of the Dickinson f asci-
cles/l ~1H of the packets, ,v hich events divided bct,vccn 1-I ~rvard Uni-
vcrsit)r ~nd An1herst Collcgc 1 ,vere brought together at the 1-loughton 
Library for study~ enabling unprecedented co111parisons that have cfo.ri-
ficd the constjtu tion of packet 2 7. Based on that cxgrn ina tion as ,veil as 
further stud )r of the cff ccts of binding on packet sheets and of other 
n1anuscript characteristics, thJs article revises the constitution of this 
packet nnd establishes its intern a1 sequence. '''ith Dickinson schol-
arship invcstjgating the packets as organic groupings - intn1-rclatcd 
b)r thc1nc, in1agcry, or enlot1onal n10,,..en1ent, for cxan1plc - the ar-
rangcn1ent of packet 2 7, or any other 1 is of basic concern. 

~f'hc reunion of the packets at the 1-Ioughton Libr::1ry during the 
su1nn1er of 1978 for the first tjn1c since the nineteenth century~ 
allo,ved co1nparisons benveen pac.:kct 2 7 and an odd n1anuscript in 
packet 80 f rorn A1nherst Co]lege. l"his n1anuscript (80-7) t bearing 
one poen1, ,il"hc face I carry· ,vith n1e - last," is a half sheet that has 
been f oldcd in thirds and addressed on the verso to someone ,vhose 
nan1c has been heavily erased. Clcar]y it \Vas not E111ily Dickinson\, 
first intention to hind this manuscript into packet Bo. Contrary to her 
usual practice, it is on different stationery·~ en1bossed G~ & T~ ,vithin 
an o,,..a11 and four years later, 1 862 l \\rhereas packet 801 on stationery 
c1nbosscd SUl1ERFINE on a coat-of-anns 1 dates fron1 1858~ The back 
of 80-7 is soiled, characteristic of the final page in a packet, but super-
fluously so1 as the l~st page of the preceding sheet also sho,vs soiling. 

3 I-J oughton Library, j\•IS Am 111 S.3 References to individual Dickinson n1anu-
scripts in the J·Joughton Library '"ill be preceded by an H ( H 146), i\-l~aL1scrtpts 
in the Atnherst College Librar_ri ,,~hose style of numbering differs, v,dll be cited 
1.vithout an alphctbctic { 80--7 ), 

--1 Tl:e Poeuir of E1uilJ' Die ki11son1 ed. l~hom-as 1·1~ Johnson, , vols. (C-an1hridge: 
HarYard Uni,Tcr~ity J>rcss, l95 5 }. The Yadorun1 cditjon ,vill be l'.'itccl as Poen:s 
(l955). 

a R. \V'. Frnnklir11 T/Je Editing of E111Uy DJcklnso-n: A Reconslder(1tion ( :\-i~disun~ 
University of ,,,i~consin PrcssJ I 967) i pp. 5 5--56. 

CJ To be. published by the Har\·ard University Pr~ss in 1980. 
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The binding holes of 80-7 1 n1oreovcr 1 nrc so n1uch cluscr together than 
the other~ that they could not have resulted f ro111 the orjgjnal binding 
of this packet: they pre-da tc the rc]arjonship ,vith packet 80, ,v hich 
accommodates then1 because 80-7 t co1ning t:1st, has no follo,ving sheet 
and b c ca use t presun1 rt u 1 y, th c str j n g bind j n g th c n, an 11 s er i p ts ,vas only 
loosel)T tiedt as it has been recently~ Packet 8 o ,ve kno,v f ron1 other 
evidence to have been at one tin1c considered packet 3 9. Part ,vas 
subsequently 1nutilntcd, and in 1nidsu1ntncr 1891 the rcn1aining sheets, 
,vith 80-7 noli;/ jncludcd~ ,vcrc indexed together.'i 

Co1nparison of 80-7 ,vith the 1-Iougbton 11111nuscripts indicates that it 
hclongs to packet z 7 :lS the fin:-11 n1anuscript. The paper (en1bosscd G+ 
& T~ ,,rith111 an oval), hand\vrjting appearance, and date ( 1861.) are 
the same. 1 .. he upper and Jo,ver binding holes each have identical 
puncture patterns \Vith 1-I r 48, othcr\visc the final sheet in the packet; 
and 80-7, like the 111anuscripts nhc::i.d of it~ sho-\VS the impression f ron1 a 
pin Dickinson used to attach an extra piece of paper to H 146 in order 
to cornplctc a pocn1 af tcr she had reached the end of the sheer. The 
pin has ca.used 1 hun1p in the neighboring n1anuscripts in both dircc~ 
rions, gr~dually lessening the farther a\vay they sit 1 as ,vclI 2s jrnprcs-
sions {ron1 the pin head in the sheets to,vard the hack. _A..s the last sheet 
1n the packet, 80-7 lightly sho\vs these pin effects. 

1"'he hesitation one feels in assigning to the packets a n1anuscript 
,v-hosc orjginal purpose ,v:;1s to be. sent to so1ncone is eased by· observing 
that packet 2 7 has another such half sheet (H 147), ,vhicht although 
not 2ddrcsscd on the verso, has been fu]dcd as though for enclosure. 
AH cv1dcncc indicates that I-I 147 has been in the packet fron1 the first. 
This n1anuscript, coining next 2ftcr the pinned piece of paper, sholvs 
the 1nctallic rub of the pin ("\vhercas the sheet behind it, thus protectcd 1 

sho\vs only the hun1p and jn1prcssions fro1n the pin but not the 111ctn]lic 
ruh), and this half sheet 11nd the sheet behind it (H 148) exhibit con1-
1non s111udges that indicate they ,vcrc adjacent f ron1 the beginning. 
'''hilc there is onl)' one other instance - H 45 in packet 10 - of 
En1ilyr Dickinson)s including in the packets a half sheet that she had 
first intended to send to son1eonej packet 2 7 has t,vo jnstances in ,vhich 

'i Th~ h lstory of packet .So and its mu ti hition a re dis cuss~d i r1 d ctail in Franklin i 

Tlic Editing of Eniily Dickhisou,, pp. 67-81. An ndditionr-Ll fragment from the mutila-
tion of this packet is reported in lt. \1/. Franklin, HThree Addition~ l Dickinson A1lnu~ 
.scripts/' Auieric.nn Liternture, L (1\1.1rch I 97B )~ 109-1 r 6. 
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she did~ I-I 147 and 80-7. U1t1n1atcly, the con1pelling evidence for 
80~7 js physic~l not analogicrrl - the excellent fit in packet 2 7 of this 
n1anuscript alien to packet 80: the nH1tch of paper, date, bindjng holcsi 
and pin c.ff ects. ...fhe final sheet of packet 2 7 ,vas 80-7 fro1n 1 862 
unti] so1nctirnc heforc midsu111n1cr 1 891. 

As n1ay no\v be clear., packet 27 js a ,veH~linkcd set of 1nanuscrjprs 
for ,vhich there is substantial evidence not only to jncludc sheets hut 

• 
a.Jso to seq ucncc th ctn. The pin eff ccts rndiatc in hoth directions, pJac-
jng sheets in order fro1n the pin, and there nrc sn1udge and stain pat-
terns that confirn1 the sequence. One of the sheets proposed ear]ier 
for packet 1 7 (I-I 7 3) yyas j n ,rcn toricd at the I-I oug hton l .. ibrary in 
packet 14i a.n nrtifici-al grouping of \Ya)~vard sheets given a n un1ber in 
r 89 r by Todd. I-I 73 can be rcaffirn1cd as the :first sheet in the packet 
2 7 sequence. Ahhough in this position the sheet is too far a,vay-fro111 
the pin to exhibit fr~ effects, the binding holes fit very 1\~eH1 and their 
stress patterns are appropriate for this position. Caused by the pres-
sure of opening a packet ngainst the tension of the bjnding~ stress 
patterns include curvature along the fold edge and dan1agc to the 
binding ho]es. They· can vary· from packet to packet., influenced by 
the character of the paper and, prcsurnah]y, the tjghtness of the .string~ 
Stress patterns also var)T ,vithin -a packet, ,vith initial sheets differing 
from subsequent ones jn an1ount of cur\'ature and in direction and 
extent of da1nagc to the ho]cs. \;\.'ith n1atching bjnding holes and char-
acterjstjcs of an init jal sheet, including soiling, H 7 3 fits packet 2 7 as 
the original first sheet, separated f ro1n it, like 80-7, son1etin1c before 
J 891. 

That 80-7 ,vas addressed suggests it n1ay not have been intended for 
enclosutc and n1ailing but for sending, ,v-ithout envelope, to so1nconc 
nearby 1 perhaps to Sue, Eniily's sistcr-in-Ja\v next door and the re-
cipient of 111any of her pocn1s in this fashion. For so111c reason (the 

. ~Tl f I . h I " ' ' 1 )\1 n ) poctn on 1t., 1c ace c:.=i.rry ,v1t me - ast, 1s n u aster poern , 
Dickinson had second thoughts, kept it at hon1e, and included il in a 
packet. l""he erasure 111ay h~\'C been her o,vn. I( the nan1e erased ,vcrc 
Sueis, !virs. Todd as ,veU as Austin or Lavinia Djckinson, En1ilv's 

I 

brother and sister, ,vould have had reasons for supprcssjng it. 
The connection bct,vccn packet i 7 and packet Bu is odd~ In late 

1888 or in 1889 1\irs. Todd transcribed packet 39 (later to becon1c 
packet So) 3S far as n laudatory poem about Sue ( ('One Sister have I 
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in the house~') ~nd no further. 1 .. he last fourtee-n pocn1s ,vcrc left 
uncopied. Not long thereafter she began to transcribe p8.clcet 27, do-
ing only the first sheet ( H 7 3) herself be.fore turning the p-acl~ct over 
to Harrier Gravest an An1herst re~ident \vho helped her { or a ,vhilc jn 
1 8 89. i\iliss Gray·es ,vou]d take a packet or so at a titne to copy J c1nd 
2\11 rs. Todd~ before gi vjng one to her~ ,vouJd go through it in prcpara~ 
don. It 1nny be noted that 80-7, although not yet copjed, \Vas not 
an1oug the sheets Graves copied in thjs packet. H 7 ,~ \vhich !v[rs. 
Todd hnd nlrcnd y copied, 111ay uJso not have been present. 

These t,vo sheets \Vent scpar~tc ,vays., H 7 3 going into packet 14, 
the usual gathcrjng plncc for d isloc~1tcd sheets., hut 80-7 going in to 
packet 39/80. Ir is rcn1arkab]c th~t 80-7 .still uncopied, \Vith a 
"i\instcrn pocrn on it and ,vith a nnn1c on the versol possibly Sue's., 
th~t so111cone in the course of events f clt con1pclled to erase~ ~hOll ld 
end up not in the usual place for errant sheets but in the san1e packet 
ris 11 One Sister have l in the house" a1so uncopicd, !:l]so obj cction 
ah]e, and ::i]so, in the course of events, physically altered+ It ,vould 
appear beyond coincidence. 

In IR 91 1\Jrs. Todd finished transcrjbi.ng packet 3 91 including the 
rransf erred sheet f ron1 packet 17, but n1adc no transcript of "Clne Si~-
ter ha,Te I in the house"" ( or, if so, subsequently destroyed it). T'his 
copying n1a y have occurred in 1nid-J ul y "Then, according to her diary, 
she rnade snrvey' of the packets to sec if she had on1itted copying any 
poe111s. A bout this tin,e also she ren1ovcd p~ckct 39 f rorn those in 
Lavinia's possession (packets 1-40), Jeavjng a pern1ancnt g~p at 39, 
~nd 2ddcd it to the 1nnnuscrjpts in her o,vn po.s~ession, nun1bcring it 
So, nunlhers 81-8 5, etc. havjng already been used. This shift put the 
p-acket n1ore firm 1 y ju her controJ. Durjng the shift she changed the 
nun1ber ,vhich she had n1arked on her early transcripts, to an 80. 

"f'he next event ,v-as the n1utilatjon of the pocrn in packet 80 about 
Sue. This also took p1ace jn the sun1mcr of 1891 not later than eirly 
August ,vhen J,1rs. Todd indexed packet 80, a1rerrdy· in its n111tilatcd 
state. As exp]nincd c]sc\Yhcrc,8 i\1rsr Todd's hand1ing of the resultant 
n1anuscript f ragrnents and the rc]ated transcripts \Vas contrary to her 
regu Iar procedures: she placed the f ragtncnts, although ::1 lread )" tran~ 
scrjbcd~ a1nong the ''scraps., 1 ' ,vhich ,vcre uncopied (even changing the 
nun1bcr 80 on a transcript to "scraps'~) rather than in· envelope 97 or 

s Frank 1 in~ 1 'Three Ad di tio nal Di cl~i n son A·ian u scripts., t! Au 1er i r: 4l 1J 1-it era f u re~ L 
(J\1 arch 1 ~ns), n 3, n. 8. 
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98 ,vhcrc she ordinarjly put scraps she h~d copied, and she rcn10\Tcd 
the rel a tc<l tr:1nscripts f ro1n the i11 dcxing so that the f ragn1cnts ,vcre 
11ot represented in the notebook~ itsc]f an attcn1pt nt Jistjng all copied 
pocn1s except those ~lrcady published. 

Step by .. step 1\1lrs. Todd ~ppc~rs to have been in control of this un-
usual sequence of events. Given the rcn1ov~1l of 80-7 f ron1 packet 2 7 
before she turned it over to G1·avcs~ the rcn1arln1blc arrivnl of thjs sheet 
ju packer 3 9/80, her deliberate tr<lnsfcr of ,vhat h~d been packet 39 
in J_...avinia)s manuscripts to a place in her o"~n~ her consequent re-
nu1nhering even though it Jef t a gap at 39~ the brjef inter\'al betYvcen 
the transfer ~nd the n1utilatjon., Jts occurrjng ,vhile the packet \Vas in 
her possession not l.~vinia\,) ~nd her departure from her o,v11 proce-
d urcs in han d1ing the n1uti l~tcd f ragn1ents and corresponding tran-
scrjpts - given alJ this, one n,ay nO\\' reasonably identify [V.lrs. 1 .... odd, 
rather than l.<1 vinia or A.ustin J)ickinson~ as the person ,v ho 1nutifo.tcd · 
packet 80 and~ perhaps, erased th c verso of 80-7. 

The other t\VO sheets suggested for packet z 7 should rcn1ain in 
packet 6. "'\:\1hi]e these sheets (I-I 2 3-24) could be bound jnto either 
pa.elect, using cxjsting hoJcs, their stress patterns arc of a first nnd sub-
scqucn t, but early .. , sheet. ,, 1irhou r thcrn~ packet 6 Jacks a good first 
sheet~ a 1nanuscrjpt ,vith appropriate soiling and stress patterns -
and ,vith thcn1) packet 2 7 ,vould have a surp]usT The sjze of packet 2 7, 
n1oreo,Ter.~ ,vould re.1ch the equivalent of eight sheets, ,vhile packet 6 
\vould drop to four and a half. .l\.Jthough there arc exceptions, the 
size of the packets rises fron1 an early n1odc of four sheets in 185 8 
and , 8 5 9 to six sheets in , 8 6 2 :1n d , 86 3. \\'ith H 2 3-24 ren1aining 
in packet 6, dated 1 862, it has six and a half sheets, and packet i 7~ also 
1 8621 has the equivalent of six. 1-.hus constituted, packet 6 is as ]t ,vas 
,vhcn jnvcntorjcd upon arrival at the Houghton Library in 1950 and 
as indexed in 1nidsu1n1ner r 891. Poen;s ( 195 5) used this set of manu~ 
scripts for packet 6.a 

Packet 2 7, then, ,vith the addition of I·] 7, as the first sheet ~nd 
80-7 a~ the last, is properly assen1bled and, based on the evidence of 
p1n cff ects and sn1udge and stain links, intcrnaHy sequenced as Jistcd 
belo,v. J...,o\ver case letters refer to the order of poen1s on a given sheet, 
,vhile the poem numbers to the right are those assigued in the variorum 
edition. 

9 Packets 1 3, l 9, 31 i and 341 :also on stationery crnl)o~sc-d G. & T. ,,·ithin :.::i.n o,T~l1 
may be compared for stress pittcrns \l'it:h packets 6 s.nd -;.. 7. 
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H 73a The Grass so Jitdc has to dn, 333 
b AU the letters I can \\Tjte ]34 
C I c-unnot dance upon my 1\•cs. ---- 326 

H ,44a Good lrlorn1ng - 1\1f idnight - 42 5 
h I Iike to see it b p the i\1jles - 585 
C It dont sound so terTib]e - quite- as .it did - 426 

H l45a rn clutch - and clutch - 41.7 
h Taking up the f~ir ldenl~ 4~8 
C The i'Vloon js distant fro111 the Sea - 42.9 

I-I 146a It ,vould never be Comn1on-1norc- I 5~id- 43° 
b 1\·tc - con1e1 l\1 y d~1,7.led frtcc 431 

C Do Peop]e n1oulder equally., 432 

H l47 I(no\\'S h'-nv to forgctt 433 
ITI 148a \.Ve tnlkccl ~s Girls do- 586 

b En1pty nly I-Icart) of Thee - 587 
C l cried at Pfry nut at Pain- 588 

80-7 The face I carry ,~~ith inc- fast- 336 
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