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Leaves o f Grass:

Four Letters to Emerson
Eleairor M. Tilton

MONG LETTERS written to Limerson are four that comment on
Leaves of Grass. One is from an undergraduate anxious to be
right; ! one, from a distressed clerical geologist; ® one, from a
thoughtful gentleman well-rcad in philosophy; * and the
fourth, from 2 “Wood-Choper by prefession.” ! The undergraduate,
Bennett Nash, has the least to say, for he wishes to be assured that the
book is worth rcading. The young man's anxiety to be both up-to-
datc and correct in his judgments is familiar, certainly. The geologist,
J. Peter Lesley, a Presbyterian clergyman, writes out of different anxi-
ctics; he has read not only Leaves of Grass but also Ilmerson’s notorious
letrer of 21 July 1855 and finds himsel doubly agitated.

The writer of the third letter is one of the few to whom Emerson
sent his copy of Leaves of Grass,” perhaps sccking, diffidently, some
confirmation of his judgment of July. James Elliot Cabot, who had
studied philosophy in Germany, had impressed Emcrson with essays on
Spinoza and Kant and delighted him with Wilkins® cranslation of che
Bhigvic-Geetd, but his cool judgment of Whitman apparently made
Emerson doubt his own. Emerson would write to Carlyle: . . . after
you have looked into it, if you think, as you may, that 1t 15 only an
auctioneer’s inventory of a warchouse, you can light your pipe with

IR § B 1]
.

10

1 Bennett Nash, the son of Pauline Tucker Nash, sister of Fmerson’s first wife;
als., Ralph Waldo Emerson Memorial Association, Houghten Library, hercafter
RWITMA.

2], Peter Lesley was married to Susan Lyman whom Emerson had known since
her childhood; als., RWIEEMA.

3 Tames Elliot Cabot; als., Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe,

i Simeon Carter; als, RWEMA. Mr. Carter is long in getting to Whitman,
but what he has to say of Emerson is pertincnt.

®On 10 July 1855, he recommended it w Samuoel Gray Ward for it “oriental
largeness of generalization” (a.ls., Ward papers, Houghton Library).

¢ See 6 May 1856 to Carlyle, T'he Correspondence of Emerson and Carlyle, ed.
Joseph Slater (New York: Columbia University Press, 1964}, p. §09.
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Alrogether different is the fourth writer, who has never been to
“Colledge” and is glad of it, who knows what he likes and is proud of
it, and who is perhaps too dcterminedly “fresh.” A stranger rto
Emecrson, Simeon Carter writes a letter in the sharpese possible con-
trast to that of Cabot, the one a Yankce, the other a Bralimin.

Cerrainly suggestive of mid-ninetecenth-century taste and range of
opinion — opinion of Emerson as well as of Whitman — these letcers
suggest also rather more about literary criticism than sophisticated
rwentieth-century readers may be willmg to see. I offer the texts
without further remark.’

Old Cambridge, March 1856
23
Dear Sir,

1 wiite for informanion. ¥rom the headlong life of a last terim ar Iarvard I
steal tirme to entertain an “Angcl in the [House.” The book fascinates me quite
— & 1 only long to know the writer’s name.

Can it be Coventry Patmiore? the abuser of “Lvangeline”? & I hardly be-
licve it. Can you cnlighten me?

Pleasce accept my kindest regards & remember me to Mrs. Emerson & y,
family. Believe me, in haste,

Y1, kinsman,
Bennett H, Nash
Rev. Mr. R. W. Emerson

I learned yesterday, in Cambridge, that you have perused the journcyman
printer’s “Leaves of Grass.” Ts it, therefore, worth the reading? & what are
Walcer Whitman's antecedents?

Pardon me the piving vou so much trouble.

Have we no Stonchenges & ne Carlylies in Americar

Nov. 25 1855 Philada. No. 1 Morris St

Respected and dear Sir
Pardon me for the sceming impcrtincnee of an inquiry which involves
however — and that is my cxeuse — the decpest and dearest things we know
of as thinking & fceling souls in love with wisdom and truth, One of my

" Rusk quotes briefly from three of these letiers, The Letters of Ralph Waldo
Emerson {New York: Columbia University Press, 1930}, IV, s20-521. Cabor’s Jetter
was unknown to him. Sce Emerson’s letter to Cabot, Letzers, 1V, 531. In the texts
here, insertions arc enclosed by virgules; delctions, by angle brackets; and letters
restored by me, by square brackets. The texts are as written except that super-
scripts are lowered and braces, catchwords, and endorsements ate omitted.

$In a review article “American Poetry,” Coventry Pammore had singled out
“Lvangeline” for particular disparagement (North British Review, XVII [August
1852], 394-406).
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friends handed me the other /day/ a trashy, profane & obscene book of verscs
called, Leaves of (rass to look at and pass an opinion on. I read as many pages
as I could and counted the author a pretentious ass, without deeeney, I was
not a little vexed therefore when a few days afterward my cousin came in with
a newspaper slip containing what purported to be a letter of respect and grati-
tude to the author over the neme which of all others among American good
men and thinkers I revere and love as a master and leader of the people, a mark
upon the present age and a symbol of the future I pronounced it at once
ungenuing, a malicious jest. But you have in these barbarian regions, this “mid-
dle flowery land” of the matcrial and mammonish, a host of detractors & de-
famers and I promised to obtain your word in {my) support of my volunteered
faith. Fither T have been a careless reader of the book, or share with many others
a blind prejudice against it, or you have been injured by some scamp of news-
paper editor, or lastly you have happened upon some nobler parts of the
poem than I supposc it to contain. 1 caunot bear to believe that what the Soul
of one aof my masters finds “frec & brave thought,” “incomparable things in-
comparably well said,” “solid sense” and “fortifying & encouraging merits” my
soul finds commonplace, fatuous and depraving to the ear that listens.t® T re-

* Emerson’s letrer of 21 July 1855 was printed in The New-York Daily Tribune,
10 Qctober 18¢5; it was possibly a clipping from the Tribune that was shown to
F.esley. Writing to Samuel Longfellow, on 24 Octaber (als., Craigie House),
Emerson spoke of Whitman's printing of the letter as “a strange rude thing.”

10 These guotations from Emerson’s letter are not accurate, bue neither is the
Lribite printing. The text that follows is from the manuscript in the Feinberg
collection (Library of Congress).

Concord z: July
Nass,ts, 1855
1dear Sir,

I atn not blind to the worth of the wonderful gift of “Leaves of Grass.” T find it
the most extraordinary piece of wit & wisdom that America has yet contributed. Tam
very happy in reading it, zs great power makes us happy. It meets the demand I am
always making of what seemed the sterile & stingy Nature, as if too much handi-
work or too much lymph in the temperament were making our western wits fat &
mean. | give you jay of your free & brave thought, T have grear joy in it T find
incomparable things said incomparably well, as they must be. I find the courage of
ireafent, which so delights vs, & which large perception only can inspirc. I greet
you at the heginning of a great career, which yet must have had a long forcground
somewhere for such a stare. I rubbed my eyes a lictle to see if this sunbeam were no
illusion; but the solid sense of the book is a sober cerrainty. It has the best merits,
namely, of forrifying & encouraging.

I did not knew until 1, Iast night, saw the book advertised in a newspaper, that I
could trost the name as real & available for a post-office. [ wish to see my bene-
factor, & have felt much like striking my tasks, & visiting New York to pay you my
respects.

R. 1. Emersoo.
Mr Walter Whitman.
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quest therefore with the timid freedom which a kindly permitted friendship
may usc seme solution of my trouble and remain

Most respectfully & truly

Your friend & sevt.

J.P. Lesley,

My dear Iimerson,

I return with many thanks the “Leaves of Grass,” which as 2 new bool 1
cught not to have kept so long. -— Cerrainly there is somrebody there, tho’
whether he be a poet or not I have not sufficient judgment to say-

I1e has some of the pre-requisites certainly — first of all, he 15 a thorough-
going “evident-destiny™ man — then his insight into things about him (which
scems considerable) takes the shape of concrete things.

Nevertheless I should say he was more of a philosopher than a poet, & zavar
a Hindoo philosopher, or what 1 once shocked you, I believe, by calling
skepric” — meaning nat at all a doubter, but 2 skeptic in the ancient, Sextus
Empiricus way, ie a firm believer in Chaos, or the Everlasting No. — His
optimism, his uvniversal cquality (sand & grain=the universe) the last first
& the first last; his unlimited enumeration, & overflow of adjectives & sub-
stantives — his altevnate identification of himself with ail mankind, & separa-
tion of (huma) himsclf from himself; — ail this [ translate as the endeavor afeer
expression, of onc who has caught a glimpse of one side of the circle, & sees
that all Reality is Spitit, but does not yet suspect the other are, that Spirit is
all Reality. — But however that may be, he seems to me to know too much
about poctry, to afford any prospect of being a poet himself. But we can use
him which ever he be, if there is really auything there, beyond a prognostic &
an ccho. There Js a good dea!l of echo about him, & many of his good things
yoi may {reg) recognise as very intimate acquaintanccs.

T like the preface hest, & very well, But in the poain T do not see much ad-
vance toward the solution of the problem he very well puts {as the) to the poct,
viz. “to indicatc the path between reality & the(ir) souls /(of men)/” —hc
scems to be appressed with the reality & the souls, & to be constantly (runin
run{iyning back & forth between them, counting, demonstrating — but the
magic stroke that should make them onc, is wanting. — These things I say de
Dene esse, without any pretence to judgment in these matters, & the more frec-
Iy on that account.

I hope you will pardon this hasty scrap, rather jammed between two
journies, I darc not keep your book any longer.

Very truly yours
J. Elliot Cabaot,
Nov 5°/55

Stoneham I[Feb. 6th 1860,
Mr. Emerson, I had well nigh began this letter with, My dear Old Friend, when
the thought occured that T was an intire stranger to you, tho / have been well
acquainted with you for some years, tho ] have never seen you face cxcept on
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paper, Fhe nature of nyy acquamtance you will understand when T tell you
that on the shelves of a “what not' at the foot of my lounge there arc vols.
{with} cntitled “Lissays 1st series” “Issays znd series” “Miscellanies” &c I was
born in \Vllmmgton., am 3§ ycars old, 6 ft high, long limbed, weigh 175. and
am a Wood Choper by profession.!' Being housed with a bad cold & a cut
thumb for a few days I have been reading yvour Essays for thic znd time, T have
to laugh right out, or make some exclamation of swrprise cvry few moments,
they are just as fresh cvry time you take them up as the (b)Bible is. T call them
concentrated Poetry, or a cargo of (p}Paetry- in bulic, It dont make any odds
where you begin to read whether at the hegining midie or end. They are
rather fo0 rich diet for ‘evry day,’ but if a Wood Choper cant digest them
I dont Lknow who can, for T believe s{p¥mart excrcise in the opca air is about
as nceessary for the digestion of thought as for po[r]k and beans 1 guess T'm
abouc as much in love with dear ofd Mother Nature as you arc — When T was
a1 boy 1 ¢wihad a chanece to go ta school more thae I did, but I could ill brook the
constraint, & some power scemed to impell e oft into the woods, or to the river,
there was a scason when I somewhat regretted my neglect of smdy, but I dont
now. I got my reward & the student gets his. The very idea of Co]ledge makes
me shudder. I dont sce how a man of your parts got through it. T love the
woods, the music of Naturc mever tires as docs that of art, though never so
skillfull. T hear the wind in pines, and where are your pianes your fiddles &
your brass mstruments? I hear the roll of the thunder & the heart beat of the
Engine & the rumble of the train, & where are your organs? O how free the
Sowl ist When [ am in eondition (able to put up twe cord a day nght along)
when che axe has 7o qweight in my hand, & songs rell spontanecus out of my
mouth, Gods! | am second to no man, 1 kick the diadem from off the Queens
crowned head, | stIrfide irreverent o’er the Monarchs throne. Pension a ford
with sixpence given a clown, Hand Kiss cthe lady through the maids sweet
lips. Aint this abourt as good as the “liberty of the sons of God” spolen of in the
Bible? By the way, you did a brown thing in “Brama” The first time I read it
in the Atlantic (T don’t see it very often) I didnt know who the author was,
but T said to the lady whose the boolk was, here is something good — She
wished mic to read it to her, I did so. I am sure I dont know anything
what it wreas, said she, well, I said ask your Minister the next time he calls.
She did so, and whar do you think his answer was? I opine you'd have swiled
a few had you have heard it. “Mr. Emerson does not wnte to /be/ wnder-
stood” — 1 haw haw'd right out when she told me,—T tell you Raiph, T call
this ¥ich! This orthodox divine was Coscord bred, Colledge learned, & reputed
to be a fine scholar,’® a watchman on the walls of Zion, & couldnt give the

11 The birth of Simeon Carter, Jr., on 3 November 1824 iIs recorded in James E.
Kelley, Wilnington Records of Births, Marriages and Deatls, from rizo-1848
(Lowell, Mass.; Thompson & Hill, 18¢8), p. 22

120f the Stonecham ministers listed by D. Hamilton Hurd in The History of
Middlesex Cotnty (Philadelphia: J. W. Lewis & Co., 18g0), 11, 48¢, only Fiske
Barrett, pastor of the First Unitarian Church (1858-1861) was graduated from the
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poor lady one ray of light on ‘Brama’ that 1 foolishly thought contained the
awhole low & the gospel —1 didnt go to meeting much afrer that, I learned
Brama, so that no man could get it from me, then on Sunday T went into the
woods & always had text & scrmon fresh — & tho the neighbors thought 1 was
profanc, I scemed to find (God, as I never could in the mecting house, Some-
times 1 took my gun & shot some game, (I used to be a “frequent gunner &
fisher”) sometimes T took my axe and put up a cord of wood, sometimes my
wife & babics & picked some berries, but whichever it was T always got good
preaching, good rausic & poud digeston, & therewith T was content. 1 know
what Brama mcans to »#e, but I dont know what it means to yorz—1 must
thank you for it, 'the from the puem itself T learn that it is no smrerit of yours.
One of my friends says she wishes she knew how you'd parse the first verse —
buc I can give her no lipht on that for 1 know nothing of grammar, If I can
only pass the last verse through my daily life, Id ask no more. Is Thoreaus
erhin yet alive? 1 should judge [rom what little ] have read of him that he was
one of the wnfarzized. 1 have never read his hook “Walden” but 1 swenr accress
walden pond one day, some years ago, just to see what I could do and a finc
pond to swim i it s T have Jately got hold of a book with which I an: de-
liphted, viz. “Leaves of Grass” by Walt. Whitman, and T must just whisper,
Ralph, look well to your laurels or this uncouth bawler will slide them off your
brows. He is 2 new man, he 15 fresh, he has been in the real presence; he has
embraced the (anddess naked, while the others have only knelt at her feet,
Lissed the tips of her fingers, & some few, her lips. His Egotism is admirable,
cqual to that of Jesus, hear bum, “T sound my barbaric yawp over the roofs of
the world.” “My voice is Orotund sweeping & final!” Could anything bear that?
we arc all groping in shadows, he takes hold of 7eafs. God bless him! 1 should
like to hug & kiss him. As a Poct Philosopher, & Christian, he is at the top of
the heap, ancient or medern. I have said but half I should like to, but my sheet
i1s full, if ever you come near me you would be cordialy welcomed to the pot
luck of the day. Yoursin the love of Truth Nature & Liberty.

Simeon Carter,
If you should answwer this, God speed it. I should be highly pleased to read it 1

Harvard Divinity School {184¢). His name is not in the Concord register of Births,
Muarriages, and Deaths.
13 No answer has been found.
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(and 80, 14, and 6)
R. W. Franklin

LTHOuGH Eaney Dickinsox may have resisted publication
during her hifetime, she was a confirmed poct who wrote
nearly cighteen hundred poems, sending many of them to
relatives and friends, to acquaintances, and at times to

strangers. By far the largest portion she organized into her own form
of bookmaking: selected poems carefully copicd onto sheets of folded
stationery and bound into booklets, known to scholarship as packets
or fascicles. She bound about forty such units, using string through
two holes punched iu each group of copied sheets, and left unbound
enough capicd sheets for several others! This, with the pocms she
sent to ndividuals, vwas as close to publication as she allowed herself
during her [ifetime. :

The Dickinson packets, though surviving a complex history of con-
flict, did suffer an artificial division between families and, finally, li-
hraries as well as dislocation of manuseripts within the packets, chiefly
atter 1891. In midsummer of that year, Mabel Loomis Todd, one of
the first Dickinson editors, having copied the packet poems and having
arranged for the publication of two series of pocms (1890, 1891), -
dexed the remainder and numbered the groupings as they stood then.?
While the Todd numbering is still used and her index is valuable in
charting dislocation and in reconstructing original order, her indexing
was not always correct. Some disruption of the packets occurred be-
forc 1891, and the Todd numbering was applied to artificial or incom-
plete groupings. Packet 27, separated before midsummer 1891, was
onc of these. By then it consisted of only four and a half sheets —
small for a Dickinson packet of 1862 — though it survived without

1The term packet will be used in this article. A more precise terminology is
necded but must awair 2 comprehensive presentation of the packers Dickinson bound
and of the copicd but unbound sheets.

2The notebook in which Mrs. Todd indexed the poems is in the Amherst Col-
lege Library [ickinson collection.
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further disruption, reaching the Ioughton Library in 1950 with the
same sheets.” The variornm edition of the poems, cdited by Thomas
H. Johnson, used this grouping for packer 27.*

In 1967 I suggested three additional sheets for the packet.* The
proposal was bascd on an analysis of the Todd transcript patterns, the
1891 indexing, and characteristics of the manuscripts themselves. Re-
cently, in preparation for a facsimile edition of the Dickinson fasci-
cles,” all of the packets, which events divided between Harvard Uni-
versity and Amherst College, were brought togecher at the Honghton
Library for study, enabling unprecedented comparisons that have clari-
fied the constitution of packet 27. Based on that examination as well as
further study of the effccts of binding on packet sheets and of other
manuscript characteristics, this article revises the constitution of this
packer and cstablishes its internal sequence. With Dickinson schal-
arship investigating the packets as organic groupings — intra-related
by theme, imagery, or emotional movement, for example — the ar-
rangement of packet 27, or any other, 1s of basic concern.

The reunion of the packets at the IToughton Library during the
summer of 1978 — for the first time since the ninetecnth century —
allowed comparisons between packet 27 and an odd manuscript in
packet 8o from Amherst College. This manuscript (80—7), bearing
one poem, “The face I carry with me — last,” 1s a half sheer that has
been folded in chirds and addressed on the verso to someone whose
name has been heavily crased. Clearly it was not Emily Dickinson’s
first mtention to bind this manuscript into packet 8o, Contrary to her
usual practice, 1t is on different stationery, embossed . & I, within
an oval, and four years later, 1862, whereas packet 8o, on stationery
embossed SUPERFINE on a coat-of-arms, dates from 1858. The back
of Bo—7 is soiled, characteristic of the final page in a packet, but super-
fluously so, as the last page of the preceding sheet also shows soiling,

8 Floughton Library, MS Am 1118.3 References to individual Dickinson manu-
scripts in the Iloughton Library will be preceded by an H (H 146). Manuscripts
in the Amherst College Library, whose style of numbering differs, will be cited
without an alphabetic {(Bu-7),

1 The Poems of Epnly Dickinson, ed. Thomas 1. Johnson, 3 vols. {(Cambridge:
Harvard University Press, 1955}, The varjiorum edition will be cited as Poews
(1955).

5R. W. Franklin, The Editing of Ennly Dickinson: A Reconsideration { Madison:
University of Wisconsin Press, 1967), pp. 55-56.

¢ To be published by the Harvard University Press in 1980.
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The binding holes of 8o—7, moreover, are so much closer together than
the others that they could not have resulted from the original binding
of this packet: they pre-date the relatonship with packer 8o, which
accommodates them because 8o-7, coming last, has no following sheet
and because, presumably, the string binding the manuscripts was only
loosely tied, as it has been recently. Packet 8o we know from other
evidence to have been at onc time considered packet 39. Part was
subsequently mutilated, and in midsummer 1891 the remaining sheets,
with 80o—7 now included, were indexed together.”

Comparison of 8o—7 with the Houghton manuscripts mndicates that it
belongs to packet 27 as the final manuscript. The paper (embossed G.
& T. within an oval), handwriting appearance, and datc (1862} are
the same. The upper and lower binding holes each have identical
puncture patterns with H 148, otherwise the final sheet in the packet;
and Bo—y, like the manuscripts ahead of it, shows the impression froma
pin Dickinson used to attach an extra picce of paper to H 146 in order
to complcte a poem after she had reached the end of the sheer. The
pin has caused a hump in the neighboring manuscripts in both dirce-
tions, gradually lessening the farther away they sit, as wcll as impres-
sions {rom the pin head in the sheets toward the back. As the last sheet
in the packet, 8o—7 lightly shows these pm effects.

The hesitation one feels n assgning to the packets a manuseript
whosc original purpose was to be sent to someone 1s eased by observing
that packet 27 has another such haif sheet (H 147), which, although
not addressed on the verse, has been folded as though for enclosure,
All cvidence indicates that H 147 has been in the packet from the first.
This manuscript, coming next after the pinned piece of paper, shows
the metallic rub of the pin (whereas the sheet behind it, thus protected,
shows only the hump and impressions from the pin but not the metallic
rub}, and this half sheet and the sheet behind 1t (H 148) exhibit com-
mon smudges that mdicate they were adjacent from the beginning,
While there is only one other mstance — H 45 in packet 10— of
Emily Dickinson’s including in the packets a half sheet that she had
first intended to send to someone, packet 27 has two instances m which

" The history of packet 8o and its mutilation are discussed in detail in Franklin,
The Editing of Ewily Dickinson, pp. 67-81. An additionsal fragment from the mutila-
tian of this paclket is reported in K. W, Franklin, “Three Additional Dickinson AManu-
seripts,” Awierican Literature, L {Mavch 1p78), 109-116.
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she did, H 147 and 8o-7. Ultimatcly, the compelling evidence for
80~7 1s physical not analogical — the cxcellent fit in packet 27 of this
manuscript alien to packet 8o: the match of paper, date, binding holes,
and pin cffccts. The final sheer of packet 27 was 8o—7 from 1862
until sometime before midsummer 1891.

As may now be clear, packet 27 is a well-linked sct of manuscripts
for which there is substantial evidence not only to include sheets but
also to sequence them. The pin effects radiate in both directions, plac-
ing sheets in order from the pin, and therc are smudge and stain pat-
terns that confirm the sequence. Onc of the sheets proposed earlier
for packet 25 (H 43) was juventoried at the Houghton Library in
packet 14, an artificial grouping of wayward sheets given a number in
1891 by Todd. H 73 can be reaffirmed as the first sheet in the packet
27 sequence. Although in this position the sheet is too far away from
the pin to exhibit its effects, the binding holes fit very well, and their
stress patterns are appropriate for this position. Caused by the pres-
sure of opening a packet against the tension of the binding, stress
patterns include curvature along the fold edge and damage to the
pindmg holes, They can vary from packet to packet, influcnced by
the character of the paper and, presumably, the tightmess of the string.
Stress patterns also vary within a packer, with imitial sheets differing
from subsequent oncs in amount of curvature and in direction and
extent of damage to the holes. With matching binding holes and char-
acteristics of an initial sheet, including soiling, H 73 fits packet 27 as
the original first shect, separated from it, like 8o—7, sometime before
1801,

That 8o~7 ways addressed suggests it may not have been intended for
enclosure and mailing but for sending, without envelope, to someonc
nearby, perhaps to Suc, Emily’s sister-in-law next door and the re-
cipient of many of her pocms in this fashion. For somc rcason (the
pocm on it, “The face I carry with me — last,” is a “Master” poem),
Dickinson had second thoughts, kept it at home, and included it in a
packet. The erasure may have been her own. If the name erased were
Suc’s, Mrs. Todd as well as Austin or Lavinia Dickinson, Emily’s
brother and sister, would have had reasons for suppressing it.

The connccrion between packet 27 and packet 8o is odd. In late
1888 or in 1889 Mrs. Todd transcribed packet 39 (later to become
packet 8o) as far as a laudatory poem about Sue (“One Sister have T
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iy the house™) and no further. The last fourteen poems were left
uncopied, Not long thereafter she began to transcribe packet 27, do-
ing only the first sheet (H 73) herself before turning the paclket aver
to Harriet Graves, an Amherst resident who helped her for a2 while in
1889. Niss Graves would take a packet or so at a time to copy, and
Mys. Todd, before giving one to her, would go through 1t in prepara-
tion. Tt may be noted that §o—y, although not yet copsed, was not
among the sheets Graves copicd in this packet, H 73, which Mrs.
Todd had already copicd, may also not have been pr esent,

These two sheets wene separate ways, H 73 gomg mto pqcket 14,
the usnal gathering place for dislocated sheets, but 8o—7 gomg mto
packet 39/80. Tt is remarkable that 8o—; — still uncopied, with a
“Master” poem on it and with a name on the verso, possibly Sue’s,
that someone n the course of cvents felc compelled ro erase — should
end up not in the usual place for errant sheets but in the same packet
as “One Sister have 1 1 the house” — also uncopicd, also objection-
able, and also, in the course of events, physically altered. It would
appear beyond coincidence.

In 1891 Mrs. Todd finished transeribing packet 39, including the
rrans{crred sheet from packet 2, but made no transcript of “One Sis-
rer have I in the house” (or, if so, subscquently destroyed it). This
copymg may have occurred in mid-July when, according to her diary,
she made a survey of the packets to sec if she had omitted copylng any
poems, About this time also she removed packet 39 from those mn
Lavinia’s possession (packets 1—40), leaving a permanent gap at 39,
and added it to the manuseripts in her own possession, numbering it
$o, numbers 81-8s, etc. having alrcady been used. This shift pur the
packet more firmly v her control. During the shift she changed the
number 29, which she had marked on her carly transcripts, to an §o.

‘The next event was the mutilation of the poem in packet 8o about
Sue. This also took place in the summer of 1891, not later than early
August when Mrs. Todd indexed packer 8o, already n 1ts mutilated
state. As explained elscwhere,® Mrs. Todd’s handiing of the resultant
manuscript fragments and the related transcripts was contrary to her
regular procedures: she placed the fragments, although already tran-
scribed, among the “scraps,” which were uncopred (even changing the
number §o on a transcript to “scraps’) rather than in envelope 97 or

¢ Franklin, “Three Additional Dickinson Manuscripts,” Awrerican Jiterature, L
{March 1978), 113, n. 8.
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98 where she ordinarily put scraps she had copied, and she removed
the related cranseripts from the mdexing so that the fragments were
not represented m the notchook, itsclf an attempt at listing all copied
pocms cxcept those alrcady published.

Step by step Mrs. Todd appears to have been in control of this un-
usual scquence of events. Given the removal of 8o—7 from packer 27
before she turned it over ta Graves, the remarkable arrival of this sheet
i packer 30/80, her deliberate transfer of what had been packet 39
i Lavimia’s manuscripts to a place in her own, her consequent re-
numbering even though it left a gap at 39, the brief interval between
the transfer and the mutilation, its occurring while the packet was in
her possession not Lavima's, and her departure from her own proce-
dures n handling the mutlated fragments and corresponding tran-
scripts — given all this, one may now reasonably xdentify Mrs. Todd,
rather than Lavima or Austin Dickinson, as the person who mutilated:
packet 8o and, perhaps, erased the verso of 8o-7.

The other two sheets suggested for packet z should remain in
packet 6. While these sheets (Id 23—24) could be bound into cither
packet, using cxisting holes, cheir stress patterns are of a first and sub-
scquent, but carly, sheet. Without them, packet 6 lacks a good first
sheect — a manuscript with appropriate soiling and stress patterns —
and with them, packer 27 would have a surplus. The size of packet 27,
moreover, would reach the equivalent of eight sheets, while packet 6
would drop to four and a half. Although there arc exceptions, the
size of the packets rises from an early mode of four sheets in 1858
and 1850 to six sheets n 1842 and 1863. With H 2324 remamnmpg
in packet 6, dated 1862, 1t has s1x and a half sheets, and packet 27, also
1862, has the equivalent of six. Thus constituted, packet 6 is as it was
when inventoried upon arrival at the Houghton Library in 1950 and
as indexed in midsummer 18g1. Poems (1955) uscd this sct of manu-
scripts for packer 6.°

Packet 27, then, with che addition of Id 73 as the first sheer and
8o-7 as the last, is properly assembled and, based on the cvidence of
pm ¢ffects and smudge and stan links, internally sequenced as listed
below. Lower case letters refer to the order of poems on a given sheet,
while the poem numbers to the right are those assigned m the variorum
cdition.

8 Packets 13, 19, 31, and 34, also on stationery embossed G, & T. within an owval,
may be compared for stress patterns with packets 6 and 27,
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H 732 The Grass so little has to do, 333
b All the lerrers I can write 134

C I cannot dance upon my Tocs - 326

H 144a  Good Moming — Midnight — 425
b I like to see it lap the Miles — ‘ 585

c It dont sound so terrible — quitc — as it did — 426

H 145a  I'll clutch—and clutch — 427
b Taking vp the fair ldeal, 428

¢ The Moon js distant from the Sea — 429

I1 146a It would never be Common — morc — I said — 430
b Mc—come! My davrled face 431

¢ Do People moulder cqually, 432

H 147 Knows how to forpet! 433
I1 1482  We talked as Girls do— 586
b Empty my Heart, of Thee — 587

¢ I cried at Pity — not at Pain— 588

8o—7 The face T carry with e — last — 336
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