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Eras1nus: Von Walfart, I 522 
J a111es E. Tf 7 alsb 

------• 1-1 r; INSTITUTION of the r cligious pilgrim age has had a I ong 
and continuing history. In the Cl1ristian c]1urch it began as 
-a. sirnple and very hutnan desire to visit places at vrhich some 
particular event in the life of Christ or the Apostles had,. or 

,vas thought to have., taken place; no special virtue ,vas attached to ~uch 
visits,. and any slight increase ju piety that 1night be expected f ron1 the 
rep l ace111 c n t of an iln a gin ary by a con ere ce i n1 age ,vas c onsi d ere d suffi-
_cicnt re,va.rd for the pilgrim's pains. But ,vhat begins sin1pl)7 in hun1an 
affairs rarely continues so: more and n 1 ore f orn 1 ali t)" and r in1 al b cgan 
to overlay the original sitnp1icity of the idea; larger c]aims began to be 
n1 a.de for the 1 ocalizati on of Deity; more pl aces and I esscr lights b c gan 
to he put for\vard as proper objects for the pilgrim; and finally the 
doctrine of indulgences asserted itself and became an inseparable part 
of the pilgrimage. 

0 p position~ not so n1 u ch to p ilgrinrn. gcs themselves as to the f o 1 l~cs, 
excesses, and abuses that gre,v up around th em., began ear]y· _in the 
Christian church. Already in the fonrtl1 century St. Gregor}:, of Nyssa 
raised his voice and in his De ifr qui adell'Jlt Hierosoly11ut spoke out 
against the -absurdity of expecting to find God 1norc readily in one 
place than jn another. Gregory's Latin conte1nporary St. Jcro1n~, ,vho 
hnd undertaken a pilgri111-a.gc to JcrusaJc111 hin1sclf 2nd therefore kne\v 
,vhcreof he s11okc, did ]ikc\visc; and a fc,v ccnrurie.s later St~ Boniface, 
despite his appellation ''proconsul of the papacy~'' said in one of his 
letters that he ,vould like to see pilgrimages to Ro1ne stopped alto~ 
gethcr. B)T the early .sixteenth century the extravagant claims made 
for the efficacy of pieces of bone, drops of dried blood, slivers of ,,rood, 
and frag1nents of cloth in the curing of all the ills of body, mind, and 
spirit had begun to strain the credulity of n1.ore and n1ore of the faithful; 
ancl ,vhi]e fc\v of the early reformers devoted spccinl treatises to the 
subject of the pilgri1nages n1ade to visit these 1niraculons objects,, it is 
obvious that the intimate connection that subsisted bv the end of rhc • l\1iddlc Ages hct\vccn pilgri111ages 11nd indulgences resulted jn the re-
f or1ners' attacks up on the one h ej ng indirectly eff ccti vc against the 

2 74 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XVI, Number 3 (July
1968)

Eras111us.· V 011 Walf art, 1522 2 7 5 
other. \Ve knO\V that the pilgrimage to Rome in the jubilee year 1515 
,vas n1ade by far fe,ver people than had undertaken it during the four 
jubilee years of the previous century. 

Among those 111ost likcl)T to have directed the sharp blade of a keen 
intellect against the irrational aspects of pilgrin1ages in the first qugrtcr 
of the sixteenth century ,vas Erasn1us of Rotterdam, and indeed he did 
do so., by c111ploying the peculiarly devastating and effective ,vcapon 
,vc mo.st assocjate ,vith him - ridjculc. In his Peregrinntio religio11is 
erga (A l 1ilgrh11age for religion's sake), published in the February 1526 
edition of the Colloquia) Erasmus sets out in dialogue form, ,vith pun-
gent ,vit and telling satire, the absurdity· of the veneration of relics at 
places of pilgrin1age, acco111panicd as it inevitably is hy· the jingle of 
coins fal]ing out of the pilgrin1,s hand and into that of the custodian of 
th c shrin c. But there is another ] i ttle \Vor k by Erras1nu s en tit 1 e d Vo 11 
lf7 alf art (On Pilgrhnager), published four years earlier than the col-
loqu)7, in 15 22; it turns up occasionally in the rare hook market, and the 
Ifougl~ton Library at I..Jarv·ard has recentl)T acquired a copy .1 The 
standard bibliographies record -at ]east t\VO editions/ uut none of thc111 
identifies it or states ,vhat it is a trans]ation .of~ and translation it 
obviously is~ for Erasn1us ,vrote nothjng for pubiication in Gcr1nan. 
The ti tlc rriig ht suggest that it is a transl a ti on ..of the 2 b ov c-n1e n ti oncd 
co] 1 oq u y, publish cd by son1e accident of cir cu n1stanc cs b cf ore th c L-a.ti 11 
original; but it is notJ for it is not in di~logue form :ind is nluch shorter 
th an the co 11 oq u y; nor is it a translation of the Pere gri 11 n ti o a post o l or1 nn 
Petri et Pauli, a quite diff crent ,vork published in 1524~ 

The text of J7 on Tl' alf art begins ' 1Das in lvlathco unscr herr unnd 
ge pj e ttcr sa.gt: Kun1111 en t zu n1ir al le die ir ~r bei te t und besch, v·er t se y t 
und ich ,vil euch erquickcn .. .'' ,,,care dealing, then, ,vith a passage 
in !vla tthe,v, chapter XI, verse 2 8. Is this an excerpt from ErasnluS' 
Annotationes in N trJ1nu 1 ... esta111eutu1u? No, it is not; Erasn1us does 
not discuss the passage in question in that ,vork. A complete reading of 
the text of Von lf1 alfnrt results in a vague fecHng of puzzlement: it 
docs not deal ,vith pilgrimages1 and the i.vord no,vhere appears in it; the 

1 ,r on ,valf art/ Erasmi Rotlterod.lln1i/ Ycnnanung ,vo Chri-/ stus -vnd scin rekh/ 
zu such en ist./ i\ 1. D. XX ij ./ [ \Voo<lc u t 1 7 4X 1 J in nn. 1 J cph.:ti ng -a pi! gdm "'ith st{l. ff 
and n1cl<s~.ck appro~ching 8.U inn]/ [Augsburg 1 H. Steiner] 4 °; A". The Bl\1 records 
another edition as printed by G~ Er]ingcr in Hanlbcrg~ 

:I Panzer I :z.90--1291; ,vc11er zo56--.io5 7~ Kuc-1-'.ynski 74z~743; Kna~ke 11.255, Ho-
henemser 4i 34; B1b1. Er;1s. I. L 83; lll\-1 Gcrn1an STC p. 284; Runcrdan1 Erasmus cat. 
p~ 45 (recording 3 c<licions). 
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,vork is a brief set of variations on the thcn1e ''The kingdon1 of God is 
,vithin you,-a as the subtitle of the pamphlet suggests: Ver1nanuug wo 
Christus 1tud sei11 Reich zu sucben irt .. The in1plication inay be that 
n1an ,Yill not find God by undcrt-aking pilgri1nagcsi but the closest 
Erasrnus conics to an explicit staternent of such an idea in V 011 Ji/ alf art 
is, ''No, n1an con1es not to Christ ,vith feet of flesh but by those of his 
spirit and his heart.,, a 

A careful sifting through the 1703-06 edition of Era."mus' collected 
,vorks discloses, in voh11nc 6, containing the Nc,v "f estarncnt, a short 
preface begjnning '(Quod apud lvlatthaenn1 Don1inus, ac pracceptor 
noster Jesus Christos Joguitur ... /' ,vhich the cditor 1 Jean Le Clerc, 
heads "De.siderii F...rasrni roterodan1i Praefntio terrine. cditionis Novi 
T estam en ti an. [\tl. D .XXI \T. ~, A con1 par ison of the L,-atin text of this 
preface \Vith the Ger1nan of V 011 T-IT alf art quickly e.stahlishcs that they 
are the satne ,vork. But Le Clcrcts description of the preface is 1nis-
lea<ling if he rncans to irnpl)r that it ,vas first prjntcd in 15 z4. 

P. S. Allen, the great editor of the letters of Eras1nus, solves the 
problcn111catly, as usual, though ,vithont making any reference to Von 
11"1 alf nrt; but such a problern \Vas,. nftcr all; beyond the sc.ope of his 
edition. In his preface to letter Io 1 o .4 Allen ,vrites: 1The separate. 
issue [ of Erasn1us1 Latin version of the Ne,v Test2n1cnt] proved a 
success, and ,vas quick 1 y rep rin red~ either corn pl etc or the Gospels 
only., by Schumann at Leipzig 18 Oct. 1519 and 1520, by Cratander at 
Basel Aug. 1520 and !r1arch r 52 J., by i\1orhard at Strasburg Sept. r 5 20 

and l 5 z. 1, and by Anshchn at Hagcnau 15 20 •.• Unless there is a 
prior l\1artens or Frobcn edition of r 5 20~ Crutander's issue of Aug. 1 520 

is notah]e as containing a ne,v piece by Erasn1us - the only case that I 
kno,v of \vhcrc Cratander printed anything of his for the first time: a 
'noua praef atio' to the reader~ Q11od apud A1 atthae1n11., lvithout 
date - , ,vhich again disclai1ns any intention of finding fault ,Yith the 
\Tulgntc, but othcr,visc js of little interest~ and therefore need not be ... 
inc 1 ud cd an 1 on g Eras1nus J ] etters.' J Th c discl a i n1er All en r cf crs to is 
contained in the last three sentences of the Latin prcf~cc., ,vhich are 
01nitted in the German translation Von J,Ji alf art. 

C 

1- cN a in 1na n k u tn pt nit zu Christo n1it fussen d cs fl aisches sunder des ga y.stc~ v nd 
hero:en~. n ] ~he Latin or jg in~ 1: ''Non en.i n1 i tu r ad i 11 um p e d ibus, sed aff cctibu s: in1 o 
pcdH.l u :;1 scd :animj. non co rpo ds. i 

"Opus epistolannn Des. Errcnni roterodmni denua recognittnn et m1ctu1J1 per P. S. 
Allen, ,T.4 ( Oxon.il! 19r3 ), p. 58~ 
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IErar ml~otterobami 
venna11u~ u,o Cblt'~ 

f ms'l'nb fein re1cb 
1u f ucben fft. 

m. Z>~ ~~4' 
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Era sn1u s 1 preface to the scp ara te c di ti on of his L-a. tin version of the 

Ne,v Testan1ent ,vas obviously· never intended by him as a polemic 
· :1g~inst the n1aking of pilgrin1ages; he ,vas capable., as ,vc have seen, of 
1nucl1 n1orc effective polen1ic against the abuses of tl1e church; but it 
,vas turned indirectly· jnto one by his anony1nous (and doubtless un-
authorized) translator, ,vh o took ad vantage of the ref or1njng mood of 
the tirnes to strike a blo,v against vthat he 1nust have regarded as a 
custon1 both foolish nnd fruitless. The natn c of Ernsrnus., k no,v n as it 
,vas throughout Europe, nnrurally lent force to tl1e publication entitled 
by· the translator Von JValf art~ 


