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Patterns of Reference in Smart' s 
Jubilate Agno 

E may feel obliged to accept Dr Stcad,s judg1ncnt that 
Christoph er Snl a rt' s J 11 hi I ate A,gn o is a ( c b a oti c com po si-
ti on, the better parts' of ,vhich 'are of far greater vn1ue 
than the \vho}e,, 1 but Dr Bond's edition, ,vith its ordering 

of the 111anuscript fragments, 2 causes the reader today tu hesitate-be.fore 
-accepting the statcn1cnt., also hy Dr Stead, that 'after the first page or 
t\YO, n1ost of the associations appear to be arbitrary and nieaningle~s/3 
\Vith the organic relation of the l~et and For verses established hy Dr 
Bond, a large nutnber of associations., references, and even puns hnvc 
beco1ne obvious to the casual reader. In 1nnny instances, ho,vcvcr, 
Sin-a.rt goes very rnuch further than this in elaborating patterns of ref-
erence; no ingenuity 1vill ever make of this shattered ruin of a poern 
a symmetrical and ";,ell-ordered ,vholc., but it no,v scc111s possible to 
recognize indications of a coherence and insight in Christopher Smart 
th at d re,v together a re1nar kablc body of l 1etcrogcncous 1 can1ing.. The 
instances that f o 11 o,v arc f ra gin en tary and su ggcsti vc on 1 y; th c poc1n 
deserves rc-cxa mination, probably by 1norc than one scholar, to reveal 
the full range of its allusiveness, ,vhcn a n1orc satisfactory· judgcncnt of 
Smart"' s stature as a ere ati ve \Y ri tc r n1a y be possjb le. 

It is useful to reali~e that Sn1art's method of ,vriting in Jubilate Agno 
is \Yitty both in the playful sense and in the 'n1etaphysicaP sense that 
had by his day been outn1oded by nearly a century. The n1ost elc-
n1cntary punning is found in the play on the Hebre,v and English let-
ters of the a.lphabet4 Stead (fol]o\ved by Bond) noted the verbal play 
in verse 47 5 of Fragment Bz (p. 104): 
For the letter '? ,vhich signifies GOD .. + 

1 Chd5topher Snlart, Rejolce in the Lrnnb, ed. \V .. F .. Stead (London,, 1939 ), p. 48~ 
:i Christupher Snra.rt 1 Jubilate Agno 1 ed. \V, I-L Bond (London, 1954); page refer-

ences hereaf tcr are to this edition. l Q n1 gr~ tc f ul to Dr Bondi to 1\1r G. , ,l. CottrcUt 
Jr~ and to my colleague, Professor Aubrey R. Johnson, for a number of helpful 

• su gge:st1ons. 
"' Nejoi c e i11 the Lanib, p. 1 S 4. 

io 
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depends solely on a pun, since, as the editors state, "e/, but not Lamed, 
stands for Godt as in Elohi1n.i The play· is continued on p. 108: 

For L is light, and 'i is the Hne of beauty. 

,v here the con1plcxities of I-I ogarth are i1np oscd on the alphabetic pun-
ning. The series is comp1ctcd on p. 1 2 3: 

For L is Jove and the ref ore he is God. 

1\1orc playful are the pairs: 'For I is identity' and 'l1or I is the organ of 
vision" (on pp. 106 and 108). Another piece of ,vjt tics the alph~bct 
puns into the constant thc1ne of this poen1~ ,vhich 1nay be. rendered by 
the series "David-I-Inrp-lv1nsic~ '~'or~hip.' On p. 12 3 \Ve find: 

For lvi is n1usick and therefore he is God. 

,vhil e p. 107 sho,vs the fullest pattern! 

For i\.1 is musick and Hebre,v C is the direct figure of God's harp. 

Sin1ilurly playful., but ,vith a grin1n1er 11ndertone, are certain \Yitty· 
11scs of proper names. On p. 3 5 ,ve find: 
Let Nebuchadnezzar bless ,vith the Grashopper - the pomp and vanities 
of the .. vorld are as the herb of the field . . 

in ,vhich Nebuchadnezzar's fate that he should (cat grass' barbs the ,Yit. 
i\1ore sardonic is the relation of ~baptism' to 'baptisn1 by blood' in the 
complex verses in Fragment B 1 ( pp. 64 a.nd 6 5) 

Let John 1 the Baptist, rejoice ,vjtl1 the Sahnon blessed be the name of the 
Lord J e.sus for infant Ba p tis n1. 

For I an1 safe, as to my head, from the fcn1alc dancer and her admirers. 

in '" hich the pairs of tcrms 1 'Baptist/baptism : Saln1on/ { Salo1nc],' go 
bevond ,vit jn its more urbane scnsc4 · ... 

This macabre playfulness is rare - \Ve rcn1e1nber Sinart's claim 
concerning his O\vn disposition, ~t verse 17 of Fragn1cnt B 1 (p. 43): 
'For I shonJd have avaird 1nyself of ,vaggery, had not n1alicc been 
n1ultih1dinousl -but it provides a useful pointer to the multilingual 
pn ns that characterize n1any passages in Fragment B 1 • At B 1 5 (pp. 40 
and 41) the Let and For verses are tied jn pair of Greek and I-Iebrc,v 
pnns: 
Let Ragnel rejoice \Vith the Cock of Portugal-G·od .send good Angels to 
the allies of England I 
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For I have abstained fro1n the blood of the grape and that even at the J..-iord's 
table~ 

Here Raguel is related to paf, a grape, n1aintaining the reference to 
Portugal in the l-.1et verse and the 1blood of the grape' in the For verse, 
,vhile Raguel in its Hebrc\v sense., ~friend of God/ is related to 'good 
A11gels' and 'the allies of England"' Especially· interesting is the corn-
plcxity of B1 5 4 (p" 48): 
Let Rcdan rejoice ,vith Ossifrage the bird of prey and the n1an of prayer. 

Bond comments that 'Bedan ,vas a judge of Israel, hut ,vith no par-
ticular c]ajn1 to he denon1inated a ''n1an of prayer.,, t The ,, encrable 
Bede, ho,vever, bad such a clain1,. \vhilc associations ,vith his nan1c lead 
directly into the con1pl~x of ,vords based on the 01d English 'biddan": 
1Bcdc-Bead-Bcadsn1an'; n1orcover, Ossifrnge is the Osprey or Fish 
I-In\vk~ ,vhich cornpletcs the verbal pattern~ 'Dede Ian]-Osprey-Prcy-
Praycr.,_ There is an echo of the sa1ne complex of ,vords at the pair of 
verses 101 in the ,same Fragn1cnt (pp .. 56 and 57) 
Let Hushai rejoice ,vjrh the Ospray lVho js able to parry the eagle. 
For I prny God to turn the council of Ahitophcl into foolishness~ 

in ,vhich the relations arc not quite so 1nanifold~ 'Rcjoicc-O~pray-
Pray.' 

Pursuit of this line of verbal ,vit reopens the question \Vhether Sn1art's 
kno\vledge of I-Icbre,v ,-vas as slight as editors have supposed. It is 
possible that the narne Shallun1 in verse 49 of F'rag1ncnt A (p- 34) has 
a play· 011 Shalom (Hebre\v 1pcace'), taken up in the succeeding ref~ 
erence to the 'mcado,vs of Canaan, the fleece~ the milk and the honey/ 
,v hich ,vas the dre an1 of p~acc throughout the ,vildcrness ,v and ering" 
Verse 59 in the s:une fragment (p .. 34) has considerable cotnplexity: 
Let Ba r.dllai bless , v ith Sn ail - a friend in need is as the balm of Gilead, 
or as the slirnc to the l\·ounded b~lrk. 

BarziHai ,v2s a Gileaditc (cf. Bond ts note) ; Snail (I-J ebre\v shabl ill~ 
's]in1y one') takes the sense across into the second half of the verse, 
since (bahn of Gilead~ is literally 'slime of the ,vounded bark,' like a 
snaiPs traiL The pair of verses 91 jn li'ragn1cnt B1 (pp. 56 und 57) 
carrjes this kind of punning into a personal reference: 
Let Ziba rejoice ,vith G]ottis ,vhose tongue is ,vreathcd jn his throat. 
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For I an1 the seed of the \\TELCH '''01\1AN and speak the truth from 
n1y heart. 

Glottis (see Stead1.s note, cited hy· Bond) is a quail ,vitli a Jong tonguet 
and there is a return to tender p1ayfulncss in this oblique reference to 

· Welsh garru1it)7 in his associating 'the \\TELCH \\TQl\1AN' (his 
n1other, '''inif red Griffiths) ,vith a Jong-tongued bird; but there is a 
further pun crossing the verses~ Zih:t (z San1ucl ix) n1eans 'plane (cf. 
Aran1ic for 't\\ 1 ig"') ,v hich is taken up in the second pnrtt ~the seed of 
the '''El~CH \\'0i\-1AN.' 

1~he interplay of incident, associationt and proper nan1e at verse 
pair 54 of Fragment C (p. 128) is clutnsier than 1n the verses hitherto 
exan1ined but it is still effective and moving: 
Let Ezra rcj oice 1vith the Reed. Th~ Lord Jesus make musick of it. Good 
Friday 1761. 

For he ,vns a believer in the true Go~ nnd assisted in the spirit. 

The phrase on ,vhich the verse turns is 'Good Frida) 7 1761 / The Recd 
is the n1ocking sceptre of Christt \vhich, in rhc prevailing image of 
Jubilate Agno, is transformed into a musical jnstrument~ The link 
bet\veen the !Jet and For verses is achieved by \v2y of Ezra's name 
(I-Jehrc,v fhclp 1}, for he 'assisted in the ~pirit.' 

rvlany of the verses in the frag111ents ,vherc the Let and For clcn1cnts 
sur\.'ivc in their proper relation have the con1plexity of intricate n1usical 
counterpoint. Biblical and doctrinal comn1cnt n1ay be found in verse 
pair 43 of Fragment B 1 (pp. 46 and 47): . 

Let Jubal rejoice ,vith Caecilia1 the ,vornan -and the slo,v-\\'onn praise the 
name of the Lord. 
For I pray the Lord Jesus to transiatc my lvIAGNIFICAT jnro verse and .. represent 1 t. 

I-Ierc the names and the doctrines are intenvoven into t\vO ,vord com-
plexes. Jubal as the inventor of 1nusic and the pun on Caecilia as both 
lizard and Saint CeciliaJ p~troncss of music., have been noted by Stead 
(cited by· Bond); the verbal patterns, ,vith overt and latent suggestions, 
th en take on these forms: Jubal-Cecil i a-Praise-1\~I ag n i fie.:: at and Caeci l i a-
Lizard ... Slo,v,vorrn- [Serpent] - [Eve]- "\i\' on1an- [ i\1ary ]- i\1a.gnificar) a· 
very great deal of significance to pack into t,vo antiphonal statcn1cnts, 
,vith the in1plications of the Fall and Redemption as the ground bass. 

l\1any of the .scriptural references depend for their fullest effects upon 
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associations ,,,jth other references in ]11bilate. Frag111ents A and B1 
contain interesting ironies in their references to men of ,var as provi-
d cn tia l instru1ncnts of peace. Thu~ verse 102 in Fragment A (p. 38): 

Let Jehu bless ,vith the Horner, ,vho is the soldier of the Lord ro extirpate 
abomination and to pre pare the , vay of pea cc. 

is echoed in verse pair· 4 of Fragn1ent Br (pp~ 40 and 41): 

Let Jael rejoice ,vhh the PJovcrt ,vho \Yhjstlcs for his Iivc, and foils the 
marksmen and their guns. 
For I bless the PRINCE of PEACE and pray that all the guns mny be 
na.il'd up ... 

\vherc guns arc (nuiPd up' by Jaelt ,vho slc,v Sjsera ,vith a n-ai}, thus 
ending his 1varlikc career; even n1orc potently, the ~PRINCE of 
PEACE' vlaS crucified ,vith nails, setting aside the ,vcapons of ,var .. 
This in1age underlies the echo of A 30 (p. 31) to be found iu this san1c 

L verse pair: 

Let Barak pr~ise ,vitl1 the Pard- and great is the rnighr of the faithful and 
great is the Lord in the nail of J ael and in the s,vord of the Son of Ahinoarn. 

The _rjchcst patterns cluster together in the first ten verse pairs of 
Frag1nent B 1 (pp. 40 and 41); the section opens ,vith a noble com-
plexity: 

J ... et EJizur rejoice ,vith the Partridge 1 ,vho is a pris?ner of stnte and is J)roud 
of hj s k eepersr 

For I en, not ,vithout anthority in rny jeopnrdy, ,vhich I derive inevitably 
from the glory of the na111c of the Lord. 

Herc Elizur ]inks directly-,vjth the .final phrase in the For verse. The 
Partrjdgc, still nob1e in .its cnprivity~ js a :figure of Sn1art hin1sclf, 'not 
,vithout authority in 1ny jeopardy'; for Elizur (Hebrcv{ (God is rock') 
is, as Sn1art claims, 'derived incvitab]y' ~rom the 'glory· of the na.tne of 
the Lord,' the rock of def cnsc, 'the shadcnv jn a rhirsry· land~, A sin1i1ar 
Hebre,v punning (here coniplicated ,vith a Greek reference and some 
scriptural citations) js found in verse pair 2: 

Let Shed cur rejoice ,vjd1 I>yrausrn, ,vho d,vcl1cth ju a n1cdiun1 of fi rct 
,vhich God hath ndaptcd for hin1. . 

For I bless God ,vhosc na111e js Jealous- nnd there js a zeal to deliver us 
fTon1 everlasting burnings. 
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Shedeur has been explained as the Iicbrc,v (giving forth light/ ,vhile 
in the For vcrscj the jealous God, ,vho punishes by :lire~ saves from 
burning those ,vhom (ieal' for 1-Iis house has already con.su1necl; more 
generally, the Greek elen1cnt in Pyrausta relates the 'medium of firct 
in the fir.st half to the 'burnings' in the second. 

\ 1 crse pair 10 jn this section depends on a passage in the Ne,v Testa-
rnent to extend the significance of the ,vit: 

Let I-Iagar rejoice ,vith Gncsion, ,vho is the right sort of eagle, and ro,vcrs 
the high est. 

For I bless God in the rising generation) ,vhich is on n1y side. 

Saint Paul uses a pun on 1-]agar and l\·Iount Sinai in Galatians iv, but 
Smart shifts the basis of his allusion. Hagar tnay· mean 'Bight,' initiating 
a series: 'Eagle-to, v ers the high cs t-r i.sin g gen crati on,' in , v hi ch (flight' 
gathers the meanings 'fly' and (flce.J Hagar's offspring (the 'rising gen-
eration') is thus protected by the eagle-flight of the hond,vo111an. Fur-
thcrt Gncsion may be equated ,vith the Greek '1a,vfully begotten~ 
lcgitin1ate, genuine,' ,vhich corresponds to (the rjght sort of eagle/ in 
opposition to 1-Iagar, ,vhose offsprjng js at first outcast. 

1""hese n1ultiplc significances prepare us for verse pair 9 in Fragrncnr 
B 1~ the finest example. in the poern, in \vhich are gathered together 
n1ost of Smart's modes of ,vit, f orn1ing also a serious focus of n1caning 
in the poen1: 

Let Chcscd rejoice ,·vith Strepsiccros., lvhose \Vcapons nrc the ornnn1ents of 
his peace. 
For I preach the very GOSPEL of CHRIST vidtbout comment & ,vith ~his 
,veapon shall I slar Cff\'Y · . 

There is not a redundant or unpointed phrase in this verse. "\\'e begin 
\Vith Strcp~iccros; this is the Addax, or 'crook~horn 1 , an African antelope 
\Vith long t\vistcd horns, (st1itable for 1yrcs.'4 Here then is a beast ,vhose 
\veapons are the orn2n1cnts of his pence/ the (ornan1ent' (harp or lyre) 
of particular significance to S1nart, both in A S011g to David and 
Jubilnte Ag110. Chesed is a ,vord of equal significancct meaning in 
Hcbrc,v -(1ncrcy1 loving-kindness/ the qualities con1plementary to the 
Ia,v. It is then especial1)7 appropriate as a correspondence ,vith the 
~GOSPEL of CHRISTt jn t~1c f'or verse, since Chcsed ,vould be the 

• l1Hny, l 1,latural Histor;y1 XI, 114 (J..oeh Edition, trnns-, H~rris Rackha1n and 
,v~ H. s. Jones! 11l, London~ 1940, 511) I 
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most appropriate ,,~capon ,vith ,vhich to 'slay envy, l as David hin1sclf 
,vith his harp slc\v the envy of Saul.r. 

It is difficult to jmaginc ,vjt carried far beyond this pojnt; it is very 
different in (Jna1ity-f ron1 .cxneraphysical ,vit.,' though there are analogies., 
bot it irnplies a greater po,ver of the ordering n1ind than ,vc have cus-
totnarily ascribed to Chri,topher S1nart. The \vholc disorganized poen1 
is traversed by these patterns of aUusion, association1 and reference, 
,vhi ch d cpcn d on a ,vc-al th of I earn in g1 1 in guistic and traditional. A great 
deal of crjrical \York remains to be done upon the text that Dr Bond has 
restored for us. An imn1cdiatc task is to examine the meanings of all 
the I-Iebre,v proper narnes, substituting the resulting expanded phrases 
for the single ,vords in the verses~ Not a.JI of thetn ,vou1d )ricld results; 
there are notable c3scs ,vhere Smart <lid not recognize a verbal relation., 
echoJ or pun that he might have used had he been a\vare of it: at B 1 4 
(p. 40), Jael means '1nountain goat/ but js assuctate<l by Stnurt ,vith 
'Plover'; at B, 2 9 (p. 44) 7 Dishon .seems connected ,vith the ,vord for 
P)7garg, ,vhich Sn1art uses instead at A 19 (p~ 3 1), jn association ,vith 
Gcrshom and there. arc n1any-1nore~ Indeed, it is possible that the 
verses I have analyzed exemplify the n1ain patterns in Sn1arfs ,vit .. It 
,vould, ho\vcvcr, be sadsfying ~nd possjbly· Yl:f)• rev.,arding to explore 
the poem still further (jn an exhaustive exanlination of the verbal pat-
terns that I cannot myself undertake) andl' in the light of remote 
lcarni n g that Christoph er Sn1 a rt appeared to p ossess1 to reopen c r i ti cis111 
of his n1ain ,vork. 

1 t j s of sc1nanttc i ntercst (though a m~ ttcr i I c ce..~sa r il y unkno,vn to Smart) that 
Chescd occurs twice in the Old Te.srnment ,vith a sense derived fron1 tlw Aran1aic 
for 'sha1ne' (cf. Leviticus xx.· r 7 ); moreover, the Arabic equiv~lent card cs tl1c scn_r;;;c 
'en\T)'/ the very quality that Chc.sed in Smart's use ·was intended to shy. 
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