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The Universalist Collection

at Andover-Harvard
Alan Seaburg

or 150 vEaRrs the Harvard Divinity School has had a close

association with American Unitarianism. Over the years, its

Libsary has carcfully collected the publications of this de-

nomination. When the American Unitartan  Association
merged with the Universalist Church of America in 1g61 to form the
Unitarian Universalist Association, the Library began to collect Uni-
versalist materials in depth.

In June 1975 the Universalist Historical Socicty gave its extensive
library to the Divinity School. The library was founded in 1834, and
for the next thirty-five years was in the possession of its long-time
sccretary, the Rev. Thomas Jefferson Sawyer, When Sawyer joined
the faculty of Tufts College in 1869, he brought the library to that
institution (chartered by Universalists and opened in 1854), and there
it remained for the next one hundred years until the Society gave it
to Harvard.

When this [ibrary was received as a unit, it consisted of books, pam-
phlets, periodicals, and records of Universalist organizations — na-
tional, statc, and local — and the papers of some of the leading Univer-
salist ministers. It was a unique collection. But it was not exhaustive,
especially in its manuscript holdings, even though the Society was
formed to try to collect everything relating to Universalism. This is
because Universalists were very individualistic persons and highly
suspicious of any organization — cven historical socicties. This char-
acteristic, therefore, is one rcason why the papers of a number of
significant Universalists — Alonzo A. Mincr, Edwin H. Chapin,
Thomas Baldwin Thayer — were not a part of its collections. Itur-
thermore, the emphasis in the denomination was on decentralization
and localism and thus there was no national headquarters, with a resul-
tanit archive which would have been a rich resource for histarians, until
late in the nineteenth century. Yet much of value was collected.

By accepting the library, the Divimity School accepted responsibility
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for preserving it. To help integratc it into its Andover-Harvard Theo-
logical Library, the School applicd for and received two grants from
the North Shore Unitarian Vcatch Program. The work of organizing
and cataloguing the books, periodicals, pamphlets, and manuscripts will
be completed soon. The purpose of this article is to deseribe the collec-
tion In ways that will be helpful to scholars and students interested in
Universalism and its impact on American religious history.!

I

The Universalist denomination began in America in the eighteenth
centary and rcached its largest membership before the Civil War, at
which time it compriscd about three percent of the population. This
placed the Universalist Church among the top ten Protestant denom-
inations in the t850s. It taught that all persons were to be saved by
the Creator — a doctrine to be found in Christianity as carly as Origen.
It stressed freedom of conscience in its members and maintained that
church and state should be absolutely separate. It was Jargely unitarian
as opposed to trinitarian in its belief. It offered a strong alternative
to Calvinist orthodoxy. Two modern histories, both excellent, are
available: American Universalisnz, by (George Huntston Williams
(Boston: Skinner House, znd ed., 1976), and The Larger Hope: The
First Century of the Universalist Church in America, 1770—18%0, by
Russcll E. Miller (Boston: Unitarian Universalist Association, 1979).
Professor Miller is working on a sccond volume covering the ycars
1870 o 1961,

In the nincteenth century Universalists published hundreds of books,
pamphlets, and periodicals, The Rev. Richard I£ddy, a nineteenth-
century historian of the denomination, in his Universalist bibliography
lists 2,096 books and pamphlets issued up to 1886, and 182 magazines
(many of which were short lived). Most of this literature is repre-
sented in the holdings of the Andover-Harvard Theological Library.
It covers the spectrum of Universalist history and thought: from count-
less numbers of sermons to theological discussions, from hymnbooks to
devotional manuals, from historical studies to biographies of leading
ministers.

1For a description of Unitarian manuscripts at the Divinity School, see Alan
Seaburg, “Some Unitarian Manuscripts at Andover-Harvard,” Harvaro Lisrary
Burrenin, XXVI (January 1978), 112-120.
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The most significant book ever written by a Universalist was Hosea
Ballou’s Treatise on Atonemeni. Published in 1803, it went through
fiftcen cditions, the last being issued in 1959, two years before the
merger with the Unitarians. This book more than any other written
by a Universalist set the tone and theology of the new church for a
century. Father Bailou, as he was called with respect, 1s a theclogian
only beginning to be recognized by the tustorians of his period. The
T'reatise discusses the Trinity, vicarious atonement, and the question of
future punishment. Ballou’s chief argument was that “the grace of
(God . . . bringeth salvation to all men.” Theodore Parker wrote of
him: “Ide went through the land proclaiming this great truth, and he
has wrought a revolution in the thoughts and minds of men more
mighty than any which has been accomplished during the same time by
all the politicians of the nation.” ®

In the 20th century the most important Universalist theologian was
Clarence Russell Skinner (1881-1949). After serving various churches,
Skinner was appointed Professor of Applicd Christianity, at Crane
Theological School, Tufts University. Twenty-one years later he

- was made Dean of the School. Through his teachings and books he
influenced a generation of young ministers, His first book and its
thought, reficcted in his later writings, sets the focus of his belief: The
Social Implications of Umniversalissn, His concern was with social
justice, frecdom, a rcasoned religion, world peace. In both World
Wars he was an outspoken pacifist. For him there was only onc alterna-
tive: “so to cxpand our spiritual powers that we vastly mncrease the
range of our understanding and sympathy. There is no mlddle way.
It is greatness — universalism — or perish.” *

iI

Several Universalist periodicals deserve notice. The leading news-
paper, publishcd in Boston for 142 years and almost spanning the
entire life of the denomination, was the Trumpet and Universolist
Magazine. During its existence it had various names, starting as the
Universalist Magazine and ending as the Universalist Leader. Over the
years it absorbed many other Universalist periodicals. One of its most

2 )irnest Cassara, Hosca Ballou: The Challenge to Orthodoxy {Boston: Beacan,
1961}, frontispicce,
% Clarence R. Skinner, A Religion fer Greatness (Boston: Murray, 1945), p. 22
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influcntial editors was the blunt Thomas Whittemore (1800-1861).
[ts pages reported all the Universalist news of the day, from important
sermons to convention reporis. It was conservative in outlook and
always controversial. It is possible to write the story of the denomina-
tion largely from its pages. Another journal was the Christian Free-
man (1839-1862), founded by Sylvanus Cobb (1788-1866). From
its columns Universalist attitudes to social reform may be learned.
One of Cobb’s special concerns was the abolition of slavery, and his
newspaper did much to shape the Universalist position on that subject.

One regional newspaper, still being published (in (eorgia), that
should be noted is the Universalist Herald (available at Harvard on
microfilm). It became the voice of Universalism in the South in the
nincteenth century and did morce for keeping the faith “alive” than
any minister or church in that area. It not only reported all Univer-
salist ncws of importance, but its pages were also open to secular con-
cerns. Uniike the Christion Freeman, it supported slavery and all
southern rights. Its subscribers, m every southcrn state, numbered more
than one thousand before the Civil War,

The Ladies’ Repository, published under varicd titles from 1832
to 1874, was devoted to “female education” and “the proper dignity
of womcn.” For a part of its life, it was edited by women, and women
were encouraged to write for its pages.

The major scholarly journal was the Universalist Quarterly and
General Review (1844-1891). While its audience was always small,
its quality was consistently high and its articles were devoted to both
religious and secular topics. This bricf sampling gives a small indica-
tion of the printed resources available to scholarship.

111

The manuscript holdings about Universalism at Andover-Idarvard
are extensive. An attempt was made to organize a national convention
in Philadelphia in 1790. The Library has the record book of this con-
vention from its beginning to 1807. Its final meeting was in 180g. It
was a small, weak group bur it did 4ttempt to unite those believing in
universal salvation and to offer them a five-point “Rule of Faith’ as
well as a “Plan of Church Government.” New FEngland Universalists
had organized their own convention in 1785. In time that convention
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became the General Convention of Universalists in the United States
and in 1870 the Universalist General Convention. The Library has its
minutes and the circular letters it sent to churches from 1793 through
the meetings of 1869. Those from 1870 to the merger with the Uni-
tarians in 19671 are at the Unitarian Universahist headquarters in Boston.

There are no archival records for the Universalist General Conven-
tion until 1898. Then, for the first time, the denomination had an ap-
pointed leader — the General Superintendent. That new structure
provided a central organization and archives, These consist primarily
of correspondence and reports and reflect the day-to-day work of the
General Convention and its successor organization, the Umiversalist
Church of America.

Besides those national organizations, Universalists had many regional
associations for the conducting of church business. The Library has
the records of the following: Norfolk Association, Spoon River Asso-
ciation in Illinois, Old Colony Association, Quinnebaugh Association,
Ontario Association, Ballou Association, Western Reserve Association,
Murray Association, Central-Winchester Association in Ohio, North-
western Ohio Association, Mohawk River, and Batnstable County
Association of Universalists.

These regional records arc fascinating. The Spoon River Associa-
tion at 1ts organizing meeting in 1841 passed a resolution against capi-
tal punishment. In 1850 the Barnstable County Association in Massa-
chusetts passed this resolution: “T'hat we consider The Fugitive Slave
Bill recently passed by the American Congress to be dircetly opposed
to the spirit of our Holy Religion, and that we will use all honorable
means to effect its repeal.” On the same topic of American slavery, the
Norfolk Asscciation passed in 1856 but not “with entire unanimity”
the following resolution:

That in view of the recent high handed aggression of the Slave-power in Wash-
ington and Kansas consisting in the brutal and murderous assalts [sic] upon
the friends of free-speech and free men, and in the determination manifested to
force Slavery upon the virgin soil of Kansas, we feel called upon to renew
our testimony against the iniquitous system of American Slavery, the crime
and barbarism, which prevail in the Southern States, and we pledge ourselves
anew ta the battle now raging in our midst, hetween despotism and freedom,
Christ and Belial.

In time Universalists established statc conventions to handle regional
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matters. Some of those were large and influential, others had little real
power. Because of their commirment to congregational polity, and
their distrust of central organizations, Universalists liked to keep power
in the hands of the local churches. The Library has the records of a
number of conventions: Massachusetts, ITowa, Connecticur, Texas,
Ohio (see also Qhio Iistorical Society), and Florida. It has scattcred
records from Alabama, Illinois, Maine, and New Hampshire. Further
records from the latter two states arc in the Maine Historical Society
and the New Hampshire Historical Society. Some state conventions
continue to exist: Georgia, New York, North Carolina, Vermont (and
Qucbee), Rhode Island, and Pennsylvania.

The Universalist Register, the annual statistical record of the de-
nomination beginning in 1836, claimed that there were 1,264 churches
or socictics in the United States i 186c. A hundred years later, at
the time of merger, the Universalist Church of America said there were
383. Some of the records from the large number of churches which
had closed during the century went to local and state historical societies,
some into private hands, some have been lost, and some have found
their way into the collection at Andover-Harvard, which has some-
times partial, sometimes fairly complete records of about one hundred
churches. They represent mauy statcs: Massachusetts, Ohio, Ten-
nessee, California, New York, New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, Con-
necticut, New Jersey, lowa, Maine, Rhode Island, Texas, and Florida.
Predominantly, however, these local records are from Massachusetts
and Ohio.

These church records arc impressive for their varicty and richness.
They usually include a constitution, profession of faith, minutc boaoks,
financial records, and the records of related institutions such as women'’s
groups, youth groups, and Sunday Schools. These latter groups are
brought out in the manuscript catalogue through the use of subjcct
hecadings. |

These records are illuminating and instructive. The First Universal-
ist Church in Boston, for example, had a Sunday School which in the
mid-nincteenth century enrolled several hundred North End children
each year. Today all the churches started by the Universalists in
Boston are defunct. The Atkinson Universalist Church in New Hamp-
shire had an Institute which, when inccting in 1840, debated the ques-
tion “Is God merciful to all mankind?” The issue was decided “yeas
5, nays o.”
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The churches often had their troubles between minister and con-
gregation, The {ollowing is from the records of 1828 of the Universal-
ist Society in Charlestown, Massachusetts: '

While we feel deeply humbled under a consciousness of our own great crrar
in hastily comunitting ourselves to the pastaral care of this “false teacher,” this
“Wolf in sheeps [sic] clothing,” we fecl truly thankful, that in the paroxysm
of his frantic rage he has vorn off his own mask, and no longer reproaches our
doctrine by pretending to be its advocate . . .

There are at the Library the records of a number of Universalist
organizations which scrved special-interest groups within the denomin-
ation. One of the most vigorous and vital of those was the Association
of Universalist Women. It was established in Buffalo in September
1869 during the annual meeting of the Universalist General Conven-
tion. While the men were in session in the church proper, the women
were gathered for the first time 1n a basement room. Here they “ven-
tured to utter aloud their thoughts.” They voted to organize and
raise money for the “Murray Centenary Offering,” a special fund-
raising effort of Universalists as a part of their obscrvance of the
centenary of the church which was to take place the next year. They
named their new organization the Woman’s Centenary Aid Associa-
tion, “It was the first national organization of church women to be
created on a permanent basis by any denomination in the United States
for specific purposes independent of the ongoing work of its govern-
ing body.” * At the end of its first ycar of operation it had nearly
13,000 members and had raised $35,000.53. Over the decades it was
active in educational and missionary projects and especiaily noted far
its work with diabetic pirls for whom it ran a camp at the site of the
birthplace of Clara Barton. The Library also has the records of three
state associations of Universalist women: Massachusetts, New York,
and Ghio.

On 22 Ocrober 1889 the young people gathered at the meetings
of the (zeneral Convention formed the Young People’s Christian
Union. Although intended for young people, in the early years of
this organization it was not uncammon for those up to fifty to be mem-
bers. A part of the early focus was missionary work both at home and
abroad. From the beginning there was affinity with the members of

4 Russell E. Miller, The Larger Hope (Boston: Unitarian Universalist Associa-
tion, 1970), p. 847.
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the Young People’s Religious Union (Unitarian), and this led the two
young pcople’s groups, now called the American Unitarian Youth and
the Universalist Youth Fellowship, to merge in 1953, [hus they
established a precedent in interdenominational cooperation for their
elders to follow. The Library has the records of the Y.P.C.U. for 1889—
1939 and thosc of some of the state unions. It also has the records of
another nationwide group, the Universalist Historical Society. An-
dover-Harvard has the complete records of the Sociecy from its found-
ing to its merger with the Unitarian Historical Society in 1978.

For the first hundred years of Universalism, there was no central
publishing agency issuing books, pamphlets, and newspapers, "T'his
was left to individual publishers such as Henry Bowen, James Usher,
and Abel Tompkins or to individual ministers and authors. The need
was there and it had been recognized by the r85os, but it was 1862
before the New England Universalist Publishing House was begun,
the name being changed to the Universalist Publishing House in 1867
to rccognize its national character. It gradually took over the re-
sponsibility for publishing mest Universalist books and perlodlca}q

The Publishing House collection at Andover-IHarvard consists al-
most entirely of records, correspondence, and documents relating to
the administrative and financial operations of the House, until its
merger with the Unitarian Universalist Association in the 1g6os. The
most important unit is the file of minutes of the mectings of the Board
of Directors and the Board of Trustees. Incomplete financial records
consist of ledgers treating all aspects of the Publishing House’s opera-
tion, notably The Christian Leader, the Murray Press, and the Service
Dcpartment, as well as documents relating to the properties and securi-
tics owned by the Publishing House. (General correspondence is
limited largely to the internal administration and financial affairs of
the Publishing Housc and is concentrated in the 1¢950s. There are
Jetters and reports by John van Schaick, Jr. (wwhosc papers arc ac [ar-
vard) and by IEmerson ITugh Lalone, who were both managers of the
House and cditors of the Leader. There is also an cxtensive file of
photographs of individuals, groups, and buildings, chiefly churches.
Most of the photographs date from the 1950s, and many were used in
the Leader.

The Library has records of scveral other important denominational
nstitutions. One of the carliest proposals to start 2 Universalist theo-
logical school was for an institution that would have been called the
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Walnut Iill Evangelical Seminary. It was to have been in Medford
where Tufts University is located today. This attempt never matcrial-
jzed but the records reflect the travail Universahsts went through try-
ing to provide higher cducation for their ministers. Good Tuck, New
Jersey, where John Murray (1741-1815), the founder of American
Universalism, preached his first sermon in 1770, is where the Uni-
versalists cstablished a summer camp and mecting ground cailed the
Murray Grove Association. Andover-Harvard has somc of their
records. It also has the records of the Ferry Beach Park Association
in Maine founded by Quillen Hamilton Shinn m rgor as another place
for summer institutes, fellowship, and recreation. Of related interest
it has correspondence between the authors of the History of Univer-
salists ot Ferry Beach (published in 1948). Both thesc summer retreats
continue to aperate.

The Fraters of the Wayside Inn represents a mimusterial group be-
gun in 1903, which mects annually at Sudbury, Massachusetts, for
renewal and spiritual reflection. The Library is a depository of their
records. The Humiliati (1946-1954) was a special fellowship of
ministerial students at Tufts to promate “deeper intellectual and re-
ligious aspects” in the lives of their members and at the same time to
rencw the Universalist Church. They cmphasized ritual and the
thought that Universalism was “a higher development than traditional
Christianity.” [t was based on the teachings of Dean Skinner. Their
interest in universal religion 1s reflected n their symbol: an oft-center
cross within a circle. The cross was not n the center “Because Chris-
tianity is not central or e¢ven necessary to Universalism . . . 7 Tlus
symbol was the only authentic Universalist symbol developed in this
century and was adopted by a number of churclics and at least one
state convention. T'he Humiliati’s papers at Harvard represent the
logrical outcome of Universalist intcrest in universal religion which
began in the 18go0s.

v

So far we have examined some of the nstitutional records on the
Universalist Church available at Harvard. We turn now to survey some
of the papers of the ministers who served the denomination during its
almost two hundred year lustory in Amcerica.

John Murray was the great Universalist figure at the end of the
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eighteenth century. He came from England and organized the first
Universalist church in America at Gloucester, Massachusetts, in 1570.
His theology was Christocentric and it represented the thought of
the church until it was challenped by Hosea Balloun in the first decade
of the nincteenth century. It would be invaluable to be able to study
Murray’s manuscripts, but only a handful of letters are known to sur-
vive. His manuscripts, including his diaries and letters from George
Washington, were the victims of “heat, humidity, and mildew.” Ifor
the influential Hosea Ballou, the great Universalist figure in the nine-
teenth century, Harvard has a sermon workbook datcd 1848, a four-
volume collection of extracts from his writings, some unpublished,
cdited by his sons, and a fair number of letters relating especially
to his brief ministry at the First Universalist Society of Salem, Massa-
chusetts, his pastoratc beforc he took up his long residence at the
Sccond Universalist Socicty in Boston. The records of the Second So-
cicty arc also at Harvard.

There exists some material at Harvard on two other important fig-
urcs in the nincteenth century. Thomas Whittemore, mentioned in
conncction with his cditorship of the Trumzpet, was also the author
of a number of bocks, minister in Cambridgeport, somctime member
of the Massachusetts Jegislature, president of the Vermont and Massa-
chusetts Railroad, and a bank president. Tufts College conferred on
him its first honorary degree. His papers include his sermons, addresses,
some correspondence, and notes for ms Medern History of Universal-
isne. Hosea Ballou, 2d, whose great-uncie was Hosea Ballou, was one
of the great scholars produced by the denomination and first president
of Tufts College. He was an author of note, his best study being the
Ancient History of Universalisnz, which is still considered a “model
of research.” He served on the Board of Overscers of Harvard for
fifteen years and received two honorary degrees from IHarvard. (He
was the first Universalist minister to get the honorary degree of Doc-
tor of Sacred Theology from Harvard.) Iis papers are divided be-
rween Tufts and Harvard, At Harvard are his sermons and corres-
pondencce not related to his position as president of Tufts.

Papers for other ministers in this century arc scattered, often only
a few letters here, a sermon there. But there are collections for Pitt
Morse, Sylvanus Cobb, Edward Turner, George Washington Mont-
gomery, and Hosea 1faxon Ballou, all ministers of significance. The
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diary of Lemuel Willis (1802—1878) is available as is that of John
Mather Austin (18c5-1880). Of particular interest is the book of
sketches, from 1803—-1806, of Walter Ferris. Ferris wrote in 1803 the
statement of faith (The Winchester Profession) used by the Universal-
ist Church during almost that entire century. “The sermons, addresses,
and lectures of Marion Daniel Shutter (1853-1939) represent the
thinking of 2 man who spans the cnd of one century and the beginning
years of another. e was forced to deal with the new scientific ideas
challenging the theology of his day, including Darwinian evolution,
In 1goo Shutter published his Applied Evolution, a study of which
shows that he was “the most able, and certainly the most thorough,
cxponent of Darwinism in Universalist ranks.” ®

v

The papers of ministers who served in the first half of the twentieth
century are just beginning to be presented to the Andover-Harvard
Collection. Mention will bc made of six individuals who represent
various parts of the spectrum of thought in the denomination in this
century. Henry Clay Ledyard (:1880-1950) was 2 minister, a2 demo-
cratic socialist, a pacifist during the First World War, and a labor
leader representing the quarry workers. The social gospel so promin-
ent in his day was his way of life. Ledyard is an example of the radical
thrust always a part of American Universalism, while Roger Fredcrick
Etz (1886-1950) represents the institutional and more conscrvative
wing of the movement. Etz was Secretary (19r9-1937) and General
Superintendent (1929-1937) of the Universalist General Convention.
Hec was a man who worked within the organization to try to stop the
decline of the church. Theologically, he was a Christian Universalist
in a time when religious humanism was coming to the forefront, as
was William Wallace Rose (1889-1969), who scrved the largest Uni-
versalist church of his day, in Lyno, Massachusetts, Rose was an
cffective preacher, much in demand, and very popular with the laity.
Harvard has his sermons on tape and records, and in manuscript.

In the last one hundred years of its separate existence as a denomina-

® Ernest Cassara, “The Effect of Darwinism on Universalist Belief, 1860-1p00,"
Annual Journal of the Universalist Historical Socicty, 1 (1950), g0.
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tion, women played an increasing leadership role. The first woman
ordained was Olympia Brown in 1863. Many were to follow her nto
the ministry. Others became missionaries when the denomination
started a missionary program in Japan i the late 1880s. The Rev-
erend Hazel Kirk (1885—1957) and Georgene Bowen (1898- )
were women who scrved in Japan berween the World Wars. Their
letters, official and private, to friends and family interpret their ex-
perience in working with the Japanese; their scrapbooks contain pic-
tares of the missionarics in Japanese dress and the Japancse girls at
Blackmer Home in western dress, Especially interesting is their ex-
perience during the Sccond World War, Hazel Kirk lectured on
Japanese customs, interpreting to a Rotary Club, for example, the
Japanese as juvenile delinquents, innocent but misled. DBowen’s
memoirs and Jetters, and Kirk’s enormous collection of scrmons, lec-
tures, correspondence, scrapbooks, and photographs arc significant
not anly for a study of Universalism in Japan but for what women
were doing for Universalism in America.

Alfred Storer Cole (1893—1977) represents a Universalist inter-
ested in religious humanism and effective worship. Yor over two
decades a teacher in the theological school at Tufts University, he
trained students to preach cffectively and to create worship services us-
ing the prose and poetry of world literature. He encouraged his stu-
dents to write their own responsive readings, meditations, and benedic-
tions as he did. He was one of the leaders in renewing the spiritual life
of the church which took place at chis time. He was also a pioneer
voice calling for the merger of the Unitarian and the Universalist
denominations. Although the Universalist denomination was small at
this time compared with the 185os, it was going through a kind of
rebirth which was to have its impact on the new Unitarian Universal-
ist Association. One of the poems included in his papers, often used
today in worship scrvices, expressed this new Universalist feeling:

But winnow my heart, torture my mind with doubt,

Let me feel the clean gales of the open sea,

Until thy creative life 1s my life and joy;

QOne with the miracle of spring and growing grain,

The yearning of my felloswmen and cndless reach of stars,

This is a brief introduction to the Universalist collection at the
Andover-Harvard Theological Library. The Universalist holdings
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complement the Unitarian materials at the school. Together they
make a rich resource for scholars interested in studying the thought
and history of two Icading denominations which made major contribu-
tions to rcligious libcralism and to Amcrican religious history.
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and of 2 number of articles, including “The Farly Evolution of the Authori-
tative Text” in the January 1978 Harvarp Lisrary BuLiens,

Eprta EneErson WeBster Grece (Mrs, Ward . Gregg) is a member of the
Radcliffc Class of 1931. She cdited One First Lover The Lettcrs of Ellen
Louisa Tucker te Ralph Waldo Ewerson, which was published by the Harvard
University Press in 1962.

Lro M. Karser, Professor of Classical Studics at Loyola University of Chicago,
is the author of many articles, including contributions to seven previous issues
of the BuLLETIN,

Davip J. NorpLoH is Associate Professor of English at Indiana University.
His disscrtation at Indiana (rg6g) was “A Critical Edition of W. D. Howells’
Years of My Youth” and he is one of rthe editors of the Selected FIdition of
Howells that is being published by the Indiana University Press.

E. W. PitcHER is 2 member of the Departinent of English of the University
of Alberta. His publications include several contributions to The Library, and
his dissertation, at Leeds, was “A Study of Short Prose Fiction Published in
Britain in the Eighteenth and Early Nincteenth Centuries, wich a Caralogue of
Tales in Seventy-Five Representative Collections, 1785-1820."

AMxrron M. Seavts, Jr., Is Henry A. Pochmann Professor of English at the
University of Wisconsin; one of his books, Melvitle’s Reading (1966}, was orig-
inally scrialized in the BurLLeTmy and, morc receatly, he has contributed to the
January 1978 and July 1979 issucs.

AvLax SeaBurg, Curator of Manuscripts at the Andover-Harvard Theological
Library, was Archivist of the Unitarian Universalist Association before com-
ing to his present position at Harvard in ig70. His arnicle, “Some Unitarian
Manuscripts at Andover-Harvard,” appeared in the January 1978 BULLETIN,
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