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Tl1e U11iversalist Collection 
at Andover-Harvard 

Alan Sellburg 

~- OR 150 YEARS the Harvard Divinity· School has had a close 
association ,vith A1ncrican U 111t-arjaniscn. Over the years, its ~· Library has ca ref nlJy· col1ected the pnh]ications of this de-
nomination. '''hen the An1crican Unitari~n Association 

n1crged ,vith the U nivcrsalist Church of America in 1961 to farm the 
LTnitari:tn Univcrsalist i\ssociation, the Library began to collect Uni-
versa] i st ma terj a ls in d cpth. 

In June 1 97 5 the Universalist Historical Society· gave its extensive 
library to the Divinity SchooL The Jibrary ,vas founded in r 8341 and 
for the next thirty-five years ,vas in the possession of its Jong-time 
secretary, the Rev. Tho1nas Jefferson s~nvyer. "\;\.7hen Sa.\vycr joined 
the f acu1t)T of Tufts College in I 869J he brought the libra.ry to that 
institution ( chartered by Univcrsalists and opened in 18 54), and there 
it rcn1ained for the next one hundred years until the Society gave it 
to Harvard. 

'''hen this library ,vas received as a unit, it consisted of books, pam-
phlets, periodicals, and records of Universalist organizations- na~ 
tional, state, and local - and the papers of some of the leading Univer-
salist rninistcrs~ It \Vas a unique collection. But it ,vas not exhaustive, 
espcciall)7 in its n1anuscript holdings, e,Ten though the Society- ,vas 
formed to try to collect everything relating to Universalism .. This is 
because Univcrsalists \Vere very individualistic persons and highly 
suspicjous of any organization - even historical societies. This char-
acteristic, therefore 1 js one reason ,vhy the papers of a number of 
significant Universalists Alonzo A. l\1lincr, Ed\,rm H. Chapin1 

Thon1as Ilald,vin Thayer~ ,verc not a part of its collections. Fur-
thermore I the en1phasis in the denomination ,vas on decentralization 
and localisrn and thus there ,vas no national headquarters, ,vith a resul-
tant archive ,vhich ,vould have been a rich resource for historians~ until 
late in tl1c nineteenth century. Yet n1uch of va]ue ,vas collected. 

By accepting the Jibrary, the Djvjnity School accepted responsibility 
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for preserving it. To l1clp integrate it into its Andover-Harvard Theo-
logical Library, the School applied for and received t\vo grants from 
the North Shore Unitarian \lcatch Program. The ,vork of organizing 
nnd ca ta log u ing the books, periodicals,. parn p hl c ts l :ind n1nn u scripts ,vill 
be con1pleted soon~ The purpose of this artic]c js to describe the collec-
tion in ,vays that ,vi11 he helpf u] to scholars -a.nd srndcnts interested in 
Universalism and its jmpact on American re]igious historJT.1 

I 
The Univcrsalist denomination began jn A1ncrica in the eighteenth 

ccn tury and rca chcd its larg cs t n1 c1n b crshi p bcf ore th c Ci vii "\Var, at 
,vhich time it comprised about three percent of the population. This 
placed the Universalist Church among the top ten Protestant dcno1n ... 
jnations jn the r 8 50s. It taught that all persons ,vcrc to be saved by 
the Creator~ a doctrjne to he found in Christianity as early as Origcn. 
]t stressed freedon1 of conscience in its members and maintained that 
church and state should be absolute]y separate. It ,vas Jargely unitarian 
as opposed to trinitarjan in its belief. It offered a strong alternative 
to Calvinist orthodoxy. T ,v o 111 o dern histories, both excel Jen½ are 
avai]ablc= A111erican Uui-versalisnz, by George 1-iuntston \ViJliams 
(Boston: Skinner I·louse~ 2nd ed., 1976), and The J ... arger Hope: Tbe 
Firrt Century of the Univa-rsalist Church in A111ericn, 1770-1870, by-
R usscl 1 E. l\ 1i I lcr (Boston: Unitarian Uni vcrsalis t Association, r 9i 9) • 
Prof cssor l\1il] er js ,vorking on a sccon d volume covering the y cars 
l 8 7 0 to I 9 6 l . 

In the nineteenth ccnrury Univcrsalists published hundreds of books, 
pamphletsJ and periodicals. T11e Rev. Richard Eddy·, a nineteenth-
century historian of the denomination, in his·Uni,rersalist bibliography 
lists-2 1096 books and pamphlets issued up to 1886t and 182 magazines 
(many of ,vhich ,vere short lived).. l\-1ost of this literature is repre-
sented in the holdings of the Andover-Harvard Theological J-'ibrary .. 
It covers the spectrum of U niversalist history and thought: f ron1 count ... 
less nun1bers of sermons to theological discussions, from hymnbooks to 
devotional n1anuals, from historical studies to biographies of leading 
mtn1stcrs. 

1 For a description of Uni tarj a [l manuscripts at the D ivi r1ity Sc hoo1. see A 1 an 
Seaburg, c I Some Un irn rian J\ 1 a nu scrj pts at Andover-HA rv ard, ti HARVARD L1 BllA~Y 

BuLLE.TtN, XXVI (January 1978) 1 112-120. 
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The most significant book ever \vrittcn by a Univcrsalist ,vas Hosea 

Ballou's Treatise 011 Atoue;neut~ Published jn 1805., it ,vent through 
fifteen cd i tions, the Jast being jssued jn 195 9, nvo yea.rs bcf ore the 
n1crgcr ,vith the Unitarians. This book more than any· other ,vritten 
by a U nivcrsalist set the tone and theology of the ne,v church for a 
century. Father Ballou, as he ,vas called ,v-ith respect, is a thco]ogian 
only beginning to be recognized by the historians of his period. The 
11reatise discusses the Trinity., vjcarjous atoncn1cnt~ and the question of 
future punisluncnt. Ballou's chief argun1cnt ,v~s th-at "(the grace of 
God . . . bringcth salvation to all mcn.H Theodore Parker ,vrotc of 
him: HI-le ,vent through the land proclaiming this great truth, and he 
has ,vrought a revolution in the thoughts and minds of men more 
might)'" than any \Vhich has been accomplished during the same tin1e by 
all the politicians of the nation .. ,, 2 

In the 20th century-the most important Universalist theologian \Vas 
Clarence llusseH Skinner ( r 881-1949). After scrvjng v-arious churches, 
Skinner ,vas appointed Professor of App1icd Christianity,, at Crane 
Theological School, Tufts University. T,vcnty-one years later he 
,v-as 111adc Dean of the School.. Through his teachings and books he 
influenced a generation of young ministers. His first book 2nd its 
thought, reflected in his Jatcr ,vritings~ sets the focus of his be]ief= Tbe 
Social I 'lnp l i cations of U u ive rs n Ii sn1 His concern , v as ,vi th so ci aJ 
justice, freedom, a reasoned religjon, ,vorld peace. In both '''orld 
'\'ars he ,vas an outspoken pacifist. For hin1 there \Vas only one a1tcrna-
ti ve: .c .cso to expand our spiri tu a J po, vers that , ve vastly in crease th c 
range of our understanding and sympathy·. There is no middle ,vay·. 
It is greatness - universa]isn1 - or pcrjsh.',, s , 

II 
Several Univcrsa1ist periodicals deserve notice.. The leading nc,vs-

paper, published in Boston for 142 years nnd a11nost spanning the 
entire ]ifc of the denomination, ,vas the Tr11mpet and Uuiversalist 
Alagazine. During its existence it had various names, .starting as the 
U11iversalist Atngnzir1e and ending as the Universalist Leader .. Over the 
ye2rs it absorbed many other Univcrsalist pcriodica1s. One of its most 

:.! Ernest C'dssur~., Hosea Ballou: ~T/Je Cbn.llenge to Ortl:JOdoxy (Boston:. Beacon! 
1961 ), fron.dspiccc. 

s Clarcn cc R+ Skinner i A Religion for Gr eai ne ss ( Boston~ Murra Y~ 1945 ) ., p. :z ;!. • 
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jn flucntjal editors \Vas the blunt 1"hon1as "\~7hittctnore ( 1800-1861 ) . 

Its pages reported all the Univcrsa]ist ne\VS of the d:1y1 fron1 in1portant 
sermons to convention reports. It ,vas conservative in outlook and 
al,vays controversial. It is possible to ,vrite the story .. of the dcnon1ina-
tjo11 largely fro1n its pages. Another journal ,vas the Cbristian Free-
111n11 ( 1839-1862), founded by Sylv~nus Cobb ( 17 88-J 866). Fro1n 
its columns Univcrsalist attitudes to social rcfor1n 111ay be learned. 
One of Cobb's special concerns ,vas the abolition of slavery, and his 
ne\vspaper did mncl1 to shape the Uni\rersalist position on that subject. 

One regional ne,vspapcr, still being published (in Georgia), that 
should be noted is the Uuiversalist Herald (available at 1-Inrvard on 
1nicrofilm). It became the voice of Universa11sm in the South in the 
nineteenth century and did rnorc for keeping the faith ''alive)' than 
any minister or church in that area. It not only reported aIJ Univcr-
sa1ist nc,vs of i1nportance, but its pages \Vere also open to seen lar con-
cerns. Unlike the Cbristian Freenurn, it supported slavery 3-nd all 
southern rjghts~ Its snb5cribers, in every southern state) nun1bered n1ore 
than one thousand before the Civil "'ar. 

The Ladies' Repository,. published under varied titles f ro111 I 8 3 2 

to 187 4, ,vas devoted to "female education J, and "the proper dignity 
of ,vorncn. For u part of its ]if e, it ,vas edited by ,vomcn, and \V-on1cn 
\vere encouraged to ,vritc for its pages. 

The major schola.rly· journal ,v~s the Uni·versalist Quarterly nnd 
General Review ( 1844-1891). \~lhilc its audience ,vas ahvays sn1all, 
its quality ,vas consistently high and its articles ,vere devoted to both 
rc]igjous and secular topics. This brjcf sa1npling gi,,..es a small indica-
tion of th c pr in te d resources a va i la bl c to sch o 1-arshi p. 

III 
The manuscript holdings about Universalism at .Andover-I-Jarva.rd 

are extensive. An attc1npt ,vas made to organize a national convention 
in Philade]phia jn 1790. The Librnry has the record book of this con-
vention fron1 its beginning to 1807. Its final meeting ,v8S in 1809. It 
,vas a sn1all, ,vcak group but it did attcn1pt to unite those believing in 
universal salvation and to off er thc1n a five~point Hllule of Faith 1~ as 
,veil as 2 ""Plan of Church Governn1ent~n Ne,v England Uni,,.crsalists 
had organized their o,vn con-vention in 178 S · In tin1c that convention 
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bccan1e the General Con,,.cntion of Universalists in the United States 
and in 1870 the Universalist G·cncral Convention~ The Library has its 
1ninutes and the circuh1~ letters it sent tu churches f ro1n 179 3 through 
the 1neeting.s of 1869. Those f ron1 1870 to the merger ,vith the Uni-
tarians in 1961 are at the Unit:J.rian Universa]ist headquarters in Boston~ 

There arc no archival records for the Univcrsalist General Conven-
tion until 1898. Then~ for the first time, the dcno1nination had an ap-
pojnccd leader - the General Superintendent. That ne\v structure 
p rovi d cd n ccn tral o rgu n i z a ti on and archives. These consist pr in1 a r il y 
of correspondence and reports and reflect the day-to-day ,vork of the 
General Convention 2nd its successor organizatjon~ the Universalist 
Church of An1crica. 

Besides those national organizations~ Univcrsa]ists had 1nany regional 
associatjons for the conducting of church business. The Library has 
the records of the follo,vjng: Norfolk Association~ Spoon River Asso-
ciation in Illinois, Old Colot1)7 Associa tion 1 Quinnebaugh Association, 
On tarjo Assocjation, Ballou Assocjatjon, \\T estern lleserve Association, 
f\1 u rray Associa. tion, Ccn tral- ,~ 7 inchcstcr Association in Ohio, North-
,vcstcrn Ohio Association~ J\1ohfnvk River, and Barnstable County 
Association of U nivcrs-alists. 

These rcgion2l records 2rc fascinntjng. The Spoon River Associa-
tion at its organizing n1ccting in 1841 passed a resolution -against capi-
tal pnnisluncnt. In 1850 the Barnstable County Assocjation in l\1assa-
chusetts passed this resolution: ''That ,vc consider The Fugitive Slave 
BiJl recently passed by the Amcric-an Congress to he dirccrJy· opposed 
to the spirit of our Holy Religion, and that ,ve ,vill use al1 honorable 
means to effect its repeal.'' On the same topic of American s]avery, the 
Norfolk Association passed in 18 56 but not '\vith entire unani1nityn 
the f ollov.ring resolution: 
That in vjc,v of the recent high handed aggression of the Slavc-po,vcr in l\'as:h-
jngton nnd l{ansas consisting jn the brutal rind n1urderous assalts [sic] upon 
the friends of free-speech and free menj nnd in the determination manifested to 
f orcc ShiYcry upon the vjrgmn .soil of Kansas, ,vc feel c:illcd upon to rene,v 
our tcsthnony against the iniquitous systcn1 of American Slavcrr 1 the cdn,e 
and bnrbadsm, ,vhich prevail in the Southern States, and ,,,ve pledge ou·rsclvcs 
ane,\~ to the battle no,v rag1ng in our tnid~t~ bct,~.rccn dcspotmsrn and freedon1~ 
Christ and Bclial. 

In tin1e Univcrsalists established state conventions to handle regional 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXVIII, Number 4
(October 1980)

Harvard Library R1,lletin 

matters~ S01ne of those ,verc Jargc and influentia.1, others had little real 
po,vcr. B ec au s e of their co mm i tn1 en t to con g re ga ri on a J po 1 it y, -and 
their distrust of central organizations.1 Universa]ists liked to keep po\ver 
in the hands of the local churches. The Library h8.s the records of a 
nun1ber of convcn tions: i\1nssachusetts, Io,vat Connecticut, l"exas, 
Ohio (see a1so Ohio I·Iistorical Society), and Florida. It has scattered 
records f ron1 A 1a han1a~ Illinoisl l\1aine, and Ne,v ITlan1pshire. Further 
records from the Jatter t\vo states arc in the J\laine I-listoric3l Society 
-and the Nev{ Hampshire I--listorical Socjety. Son1e state conventions 
continue to exist: Georgia, Ne,v York, North Csrolina~ \Tcr1nont (and 
Quebec), R.hode Island, and Pennsylvania. 

The Uuiversrrlist Register~ the 2nnual statistical record of the de-
non1ination beginning in 1836, clain1cd that there ,vere 1,264 churches 
or societies in the United States in 1860. A hundred years later~ at 
the tin1c of 1ncrgcr~ the Universalist Church of America said there ,verc 
38 3. Some of the records fro1n the large nun1bcr of churches ,vhich 
had closed during the century ,vent to local and state historic3l societies, 
son1e into private hands1 sonic have been lost1 and son1c have found 
their ,vay into the collection -at Andover-Harvard, ,vhich has some-
times partial, sometimes fairly co1llplccc records of about one hundred 
churches. 1-.hey represent many states: n·1assachusettsJ Ohio, Ten-
nessee, Ca1ifurnia~ Ne\v York, Ne,v 1-Iarnpshirel Pennsylvania., Con .. 
necticutl Nc,v Jersey., lo,va~ l\1aine, Rhode Island, Texasi and Florjda. 
Prcdon1inantly, ho,vc,rcr 1 thtst local records arc f ron1 IVlassachusetts 
and Ohio. 

These church records arc in1prcssive for their variety and richness. 
They usuaHy include a constirution1· profession of faith, minute books, 
financial records~ and the records of related jnstitutions such as ,vomcnJs 
groups, youth groups, and Sunday Schools. These latter groups arc 
brought out in the manuscrjpt catalogue through the use of subject 
headings. 

1~hese records are ilhuninating :1nd instructive. The First Universal-
1st Church in Boston, for example, had a Sunday School ,vhich in the 
mid-nineteenth century enrolled sever~l hundred North End chil drcn 
each year+ Today all the churches started by the Universalists in 
Boston arc defunct. The Atkinson Univcrsalist Church in Ne,v Hamp-
shire had an Institute ,vhich~ ,vhen 1nccting in 1840, debated the ques-
tion ""'Is God merciful to all mankind?'i The is.c;ue ,vas decided ""yeas 
5, nays o+ 

,, 
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The churches often had their troubles bet,veen minister and con-
gregation. The f oilo,ving is fron1 the records of 182 8 of the Universal-
j st So ci et y in Cl 1ar] csto,v n., l\ 1 assn c bu setts: 
\:Vhile ,ve fee] deeply hu1nblc<l under A. consdousncss of our o,vn gr-cat error 
in hj_srily con11nitting ourselves to the pnstora l c~re of this "false tea.chert this 
c(lVolf in sheeps [sic] clothingt ,ve feel tn1ly thnnkful 1 thnt in the praroxys1n 
of lu s frantic rage he has torn off hi5 ,nv n mask~ and no longer rcpro ac h cs our 
doctrine by pretendjng to he its advocate ... 

There arc at the Librar) 7 the records of a nun1bcr of Univcrsalist 
organizations \V" hich served spccist-intcrcst groups ,vi thin the denomin-
ation. One of the most vigorous vital of those ,vas the Association 
of Universalist \~1ornen. It ,vas established ln Buffalo in September 
1869 during the annual meeting of the Universalist General Conven-
tion. \\'hilc the 1nen ,vere in session in the chllrc:h proper, the ,vomcn 
,vcrc gathered for the first tin1e in a basen1ent roon1+ Herc they ''vcn .... 
tu red to utter a]uud their thoughts4 ,t They voted to organize and 
raise money for the ''l\-1urray Centenar) 7 Offering,'~ a special fund-
raising effort of Univ t'rsa lists as n part of their o bscrva n cc of the 
centenary of the church ,vhich ,vas to take place tl1e next year. They 
n an1 ed tl1cir nc\V organization the v\' om ants Centenary Aid Associa-
tion. ''It ,vas the first national organization of church ,vomcn to be 
created on a permanent basjs by any den_omina_tion in the United States 
for specific purposes independent of the ongoing ,vork of ir.s govern-
ing body.'"' 4 At the end of its first year of operation jt had nearly 
r 3 ,ooo members and hrid raised $ 3 5 ,ooo .. 5 3. Over the decades it ,vas 
act i ye j n ed u ca ti ona l and n1issi on a ry pro j cc ts and esp eci:t 1 l y noted for 
its ,vork ,vith diabetic girls for ,vhom it ran :t ca.nip at the ~ite of the 
birthplace of Clara Barton .. The Library· also l1as the records of three 
state associations of Univcrsalist 1von1cn: I\i.1assachusetts, Nc,v )r ork, 
and Ohio. 

On 2 2 October 1 889 the young peop]c gathered at the n1eetings 
of the General Convention f orn1cd the Young Peoplers Christian 
Union. Although jntended for )'0ung people, in the early years of 
this organization it ,vas not uncomn1on for those up to fifty to be mem-
bers. A part of the early focus \Vas n1issionary ,vork both at ho1nc and 
abroad. From the beginning there ,vas affinity ,vi th the men1bcrs of 

4 Russell E. /\1:ill~r, Tbe Larger Hope (Bo~ton: Unitarjan Uni,Tersalist Associa-
tion~ I 9i9 )., p. 847. 
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the Young People's lle]igious Union (Unitarian), and this led the nvo 
young people's groups, no1v cal1ed the Al-ncrican Unitarian Youth nnd 
the U nivcrsalist Youth F ello,vship, to merge in 19 5 3. fhus they 
established a precedent in interdenon1inational cooperation for their 
e]ders to follo,v. The Librarv has the records of the Y .P.C.U. for J 889--l 939 and those of son1e of the state unions. It also has the records-of 
another nation,vidc group, the Universalist Historic-al Society. An-
dover-Harvard l1as the co1npletc records of the Society fron1 its found-
ing to jts merger ,vith the Unitarian Historical Socjecy in 1978. 

For the first hundred years of Univcrsalis111, there ,vas no centr2l 
publishing agency issuing books, patnphlcts 7 and nevtspapers. This 
,vas Jcft to individual pubJishers such as I-Ienry· Bo\vcn, James Usher, 
~nd Abel T 01npkins or to individual ministers -and authors. The need 
,vas there and it had been recognii.ed by the r 8 50s., but it \Vas r 862 
before the Nc,v England Universalist Publishing House ,vas bcgun1 

the nan1c being changed to the Univcrsalist Publishing I-louse in 1867 
to recognize its national character~ It gradually took over the re-
sponsibility for puh1ishing n1ost Univcrsalist books nnd periodicals. 

The Pub]ishing I-louse collection at Andovcr-l-Iarvnrd consists al-
n1ast entirely of records, correspondence, and documents relating to 
the adn1in1strative and :linancjal operations of the I-louse, until its 
n1erger ,vith the Unitarian Universalist Association in the 196osr The 
111ost in1portant unit is the fiie of n1inutes of the meetings of the Board 
of Directors and the Board of Trustees. Incomplete financial records 
consist of ledgers treating a 1 L aspects of the Puhl is h 1 n g I-I ou se' s op cra-
tio n I notably Tbe Cbristiau Leader, the rviurray Press, and tlle Service 
D cpartn1 en t, as , vell as d ocu1ne11 ts re] a ting to the properties and sec urj-
tics o,vncd by the Publishing I-louse. General correspondence is 
Ii mi t cd larg cl y to th c in tern al ad 1n in istra ti on and fin an ci al affairs of 
the Publishing Iiousc and is concentrated jn the 1950s. There arc 
letters and reports by John van Schaick, Jr. (,vhosc papers arc at I-1-ar-
vard) and hy· En1crson I-Jugh ! .... alone., ,vho ,vere both 1nanagers of the 
House and editors of the J_..eader. There is also an extensive file of 
photographs of indi,Tjduals, groups, and buildings~ chiefly· churches. 
l\1ost of the photographs date from the 1950s, and 1nan)7 ,vcrc used in 
the Leader. 

The Library has records of several other important denon1inational 
instin1tions. One of the earliest proposals to start a Universalist theo-
logical school ,vas for 2n institution that ,vould have been c~11cd the 
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\?-i'rilnut llill Evangelical Scn1inary. It ,vas to have been in i\1edford 
,vhcre l\1f ts University is located today. This 3tten1pt never mgtcrjal-
ized but the records reflect the travail Univcrsa1ists ,vent through try-
ing to provide higher education for their n1inistcrs. Good J "uclc, Nc,v 
Jersey~ ,vhcre John .i\1urray ( 1741-181 5)., the founder of An1erican 
U niversalis1nt preached his first sern1 on in 1770, is ,vhere the Uni-
versaJists c~taulished c1 sununer can1p an<l n1ccting ground called the 
1\1urray· Grove Association. Andover-Harvard hns sornc of their 
records. It a]so has the records of the l~crrv Beach Park Associatjon 

r" 

jn l\1ainc founded by Quil1cn 1-I amilton Shinn in J 901 as another place 
for summer ins ti tu tes, f e 11 O\ vs hip., and rccrea ti u n. 0 f re la te<l interest 
jt has correspondence bet,veen the authors of the History of U11iver-
salists at Ferry Rench (published jn 1948). Both these sutntncr retreats 
continue to operate. 

The Fr~ters of the '''aysidc Inn represents a min1sterjal group he-
gun in 19031 ,vhich meets annuall)T at Sudbury, l\1assachusetts, for 
renc\val and spiritual reflection. The Library is a depository of their 
records. The Hu TTl i 1 i ::1. ti ( 1 94 6-1 9 5 4) , vas a spec i a] f e 11 o \"VS hip of 
ministerial studet1t.s :'.lt Tufts to pro1note '"'deeper intellectual and re-
ligjous aspects.,., in the ]i\Tcs of their 1ncn1bers and at the same tin1e to 
renc,v the Universalist Church. They crnphasizcd ritual and the 
thought that Univers~lisn1 ,v-as higher development th~n traditional 
Christia.nity r" It "\YaS based on the teachings of Dean Sk1nner. Their 
interest in universal religion is reflected in their symbol: an off-center 
cross \Vithin a circle. The cross \V3S not jn the center ''Because Chris-
tiantty is not ccntr:11 or even necessary to Univcrsa]is1n .. n This 
symbol ,vas the onl)r authentic Univcrsalist sy1nbol developed in this 
century and ,vas adopted by -a number of churches and at least one 
state convention~ ""f he I-Iun1ilia.ci's pa pcrs t I-I arvard represent the 
logical outcome of Universalist jntcrcst in universal religion ,vhich 
began in the i 890s. 

IV 
So far ,vc have cxa1nined son1e of the institutional records on the 

UnivcrsaJist Church available at Harv·ard. '''c turn no,v to survey· some 
of the papers of the ministers ,vho served the dcno1nination during its 
almost t,vo hundred year history· in An1crica. 

John ?vlurray \VOS the great Universalist figure at the end of the 
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eighteenth centur)r, He can1e from Frngland and organized the first 
Universalist church in An1crica nt Gloucester, l\Jlrissachusetts~ in 1779. 
I-Iis theology ,vas Chrjstocentric and it represented the thought of 
the church until it V{as challenged by Hosea Dal]ou in the first decade 
of the nineteenth ccntuf) 7 • It ,vouid be invaluable to be able to study 
A1urrayts n1anuscrjpts, but only a handful of letters are kno,vn to sur-
vive. I-Iis 1nanuscrjpts, including his diaries nnd letters fron1 George 
\Vashington> ,vere the ·victims of '~hcat1 hurnidity~ and n1ilde\v.n For 
the jnfJuential Hosea Ballou, the great Universalist figure in the nine-
teenth century, Harvard has a ~ermon '\.Vorkhook dated 1848, a four-
volume collection of extracts from his ,vritings, some unpublished, 
edited by his sons., and a fair ntunber of letters relating especially 
to his brief 1ninistry at the First Univcrsa]ist Society of Saien1, l\1assa-
chusctts, his pastorate before he took up his long residence at the 
Second Univcrsalist Society in Boston. The records of the Second So-
ci c ty arc al so at 1-Iarvard . 

• 
There exists some n1atcrial at Harvard on t,vo other important fig-

ures in the nineteenth century., Tho1nas \1 1hit temore t mentioned in 
connection ,vith his editorship of the Trun1pet, ,vas also the author 
of a number of llooks, minister in Cambridgeport, sometime member 
of the l\1assachusetts legjslature, president of the ,, ermont and l\1assa-
chusetts l{ailroad, and a bank president.. Tufts Co]lcge conferred on 
him its first honorary d egre c. I-I is papers in cl u <le his sermons, addresses, 
son1e correspondence, and note.s fur his A1oden1 liistory of U11iversal-
is1u+ Hosea Ballou, 2d, ,vhose great-uncle ,vas Hosea Ballou, ,vas one 
of the great scho]ars produced by the denomination and first president 
of Tufts Co1legc. He ,vas an author of note~ his best study being the 
Ancient History of Universalisuz, ,vhich is stiH considered u .c(model 
of research~:t, He served on the Board of Overseers of Harvard for 
fifteen years and received t\vo honorar) 7 degrees from 1-Iarvard. (He 
,vas the first Universalist minister to get the honorary degree of Doc-
tor of Sacred Theology from Harvard.) I·Iis papers are divided be-
t\vccn Tufts and Harvard. At Harvard are his sern1ons and corres-
pondence not related to his position :is president of Tufts. 

Papers for other ministers in this ccn tu ry ilrc sea ttcrc d, of ten on ?y" 
2 f c,v letters here, a sern1011 there. But there are collections for Pitt 
!\1orse) Syl vnnus Cobb, Ed,vard Turner, George \A7 ash ington l\1ont-
gornery, and Hosea l~axon Ballou, all n1inisters of significance. The 
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dia.ry of Lemuel '''i1lis ( 1802-1878) is available as is that of John 
i\1ather Austin ( 1805-1880). Of particular interest is the hook of 
sketches., from 1803-1 806, of ,~r alter Ferr is. Fcrrjs ,vrotc in 1 803 the 
statement of fnith (The \\'inchcstcr Profession) used hr the Universal-
ist Church during al111ost that cnrjrc century. The sermons~ addresses, 
and lectures of lVlarion Daniel Shutter ( 8 5 3-1939) repre~ent the 
thinking of a man ,vho spans the end of one cenn1ry and the beginning 
years of another. Ile ,vas forced to dca] ,vith the ne,v scientific jdca.s 
• 
cha11enging the thcolog)r of his day, including Danvinian evolution. 
In 1900 Shutter puh1ished hi.s Applied Evolution, a study· of ,vhich 
shows tha.t he \Vas 1'the most -ah]e, ~nd certainly the 1nost thorough, 
exponent of Danvinism in Universa]ist ranks.u li 

V 
The papers of ministers ,vho served in the first half of the t,ventieth 

century· are just beginning to be presented to the Andover~Harvard 
Collection. l\1ention ,vill be 1nade of six individuals ,vho represent 
various parts of the spectrum of thought in the denomination in this 
century·. Henry C]ay Ledyard ( 1 8 80-195 o) ,vas a. minister, a. dcn10~ 
era tic socialist, a pacifist during the First "\,\I orld \\ 1 ar~ and a labor 
leader representjng the quarry ,vorkcrs. The social gospel so promin-
ent ht his day· ,vas his \Vc1-}7 of Jife. Ledyard is an examp1e of the radical 
thrust al\vays a part of An1erican Universalism, \vhi]e Roger li'rcdcrick 
Etz ( 1886-I950) represents the institutional and more conservative 
,ving of the movement. Etz ,vas Sccrctar3r ( r9r9-1937) and General 
Superintendent ( 1929-193 7) of the Universalist Gcncrai Convention. 
He ,vas a n1an ,vho ,vorkcd ,vi thin the organization to try to stop the 
decline of the church .. Theologically, he ,vas a Chrjsrian Univcrsa]ist 
in a time ,vhen religious humanism ,vas coming to the f orcf ront 1 as 
,vas '''illian1 Y\lallacc Rose ( 1889-1969), ,vho served the largest Uni-
vcrsalist church of his day~ jn Lynn, ?vlassachusetts. Rose ,vas an 
cff cctivc preacher, m11ch in dcmandJ and very popular ,vith the laity. 
Harvard has his sern1ons on tape -a.nd records, and in manuscript. 

In the last one hundred years of its separate existence as a denornina-

r.. Ernest Cassarai ~•The Effect of Darv,rjnfarn on UnivcrsaUst Ile1ief! 1860-1 ~:wo, 11 

Am1ual Journal of t!:Je UniversaUst Hiuorical Society, I ( 1959 ), 40. 
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tion, ,vo1ncn played an incrcasjng leadership role~ ~f'he first vtoman 
ordained ,vas Olyn1pia Bro,vn in 1 863. l\1any ,v·cre to follo,v her into 
the rninistry. Others bcc-arnc 1nissionaries ,vhcn the denomination 
started a n1issionary progratn Jn J3pan in the larc 1 88os. The llev-
erend Hazel l{irk ( 1885-195 7) and Georgene Bo,vcn ( 1 898- ) 
,Yere ,vomcn ,vho served in Japan bcr,vcen the "\\TorJd ,,rars. Their 
letters, official and private, to friends and fa1nily in tcrprct their ex-
perience in ,vorking ,vith the Japanese; their scrapbooks contain pic-
n1res of the n1issionarics in Japanese dress ~111d the J apancsc gir]s at 
Black1ner Hon1e in ,vcstcrn dress. Especially interesting is their ex-
perience durjng the Second '\'or1d '''ar~ I-Iazel Kirk lectured on 
Jnpancsc custon1s, interpreting ro a Rot:iry {:lub, fur exarnplc~ the 
Japanese as juvenile delinquents, innocent but misled~ Do,ven~s 
n1en1oirs and Jcttcrs, nnd Kirk,s cnorn1ous collection of scr1nons, lec-
tures, co r resp on cl en cc, scrap bu o ks~ and p ho tog rap hs arc sign i Geant 
not on]y for a study of Uni versa]jsn1 in Japan but for ,vhat ,votncn 
,vcrc doing for Univcrsalistn .in An1erica. 

A]f red Storer Co]e ( r 893-1977) represents- a Universalist inter-
ested in re]igious hum~nism and effective ,vorship. li'or over t,vo 
decades a teacher jn the theological ~t.:huol at Tufts Universjty, he 
trained students to preach cfFccrivcly and to create \Vorship services 11s-
jng the prose and poetr)r of ,vorld literature. He encour::igcd his stu-
dents to \VfJte their O\Vn responsive readings, n1editations1 and benedic-
tions as he did. He ,vas one of the leader!, in rene\ving the spjritnal life 
of the church ,v hich took place at this ti1ne. He ,vas a1so a pjoneer 
voice cal1i11g for the n1erger of the Unitarian and the Univcrsalist 
denominations . .L~lthough the Universalist dcnon1ination ,vas small at 
this tin1e con1pared ,vith the r 8 50s, it ,vas going through kin<l of 
rebirth ,vhich \Vas to have its in1pact on the nc,v Unitarian Universa1-
ist Association. One of the pocn1s included in his papers., often used 
today in ,vorship services, expressed this ne,v Uni,Tcrsaiist feeling: 

But \\'inntnv n1y he~ tt, ton ure n1y 111ind ,vith doubti 
Let rnc feel the ck~n gales of the open ~ea, 
Until thy crcati ve Hfe is my ]if e and joy; 
One ,vjrh the rniraclc of spring and gro,ving grain, 
The yearning of my fe1lo\vn1en and endless reach of stars. 

This is a brief introduction to the Univcrsa]ist collection at the 
Andover-I-Jarvard Theological Librar) 7 • The Universalist holdings 
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comp]ement the Unitarian n1aterials at the school. Together they 
1nakc a rich resource for scholars interested in studying the tl1ought 
and history of t,vo leading denominations ,vhich made major contribu-
tions to religious liberalism and to An1crican religious history. 
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