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News of the Harvard Libraries

HARVARD-YENCHING G15Ts To CHINESE LIBRARIES

Tur Harvarp-Yencuine Lisrary has presented gifts of historic significance to
the National Library of Peking, thc Peking University Libracy, and the
Shanghai Library. Each institution has received a sct of reproductions of un-
published lettess and manuscripts of Lu Fsiin (1881-1936) and Mao Tun
(18g6- ), towering literary figures of twenticth-century China, These let-
ters and manuscripts were donated to the Harvard-Yenching Library in 1975
by Harold R. Isaacs, editor in the early thirtics of the journal China Forum,
published in Shanghai. Engaged 2t the time in selecting works of promising
young Chincse short story writcrs for translation and publication, Mr. Isaacs
soupht advice from Lu Hsiin and Mao Tun, whe were then leaders of the
League of Chincse Lefrist Writers. Their responses, consisting of letters and
manuscripts, arc invaluable primary sources for the study of modern Chinese
literature and of both men {among the manuscripts, for example, is Mao Tun’s
handsvritten autabiographical sketch). Although preliminary selection for Mr.
Isaacs book was finished in the mid-1930s, translation and publication were de-
layed, and the book did not appear until 1974, when it was published by the
M.LT, Press under the title Straw Sazndals.

China has given wide publicity to the Hatvard-Yenching materials, One
national newspaper in Peking, Guangming Daily, reprinted the letters; Libera-
tion Daily (Shanghai) ran a lengthy commentary; the journal Wen Hsien
(Dacumentation), published by the National Library of Peking, reprinted the
letters {and their facsimiles) with a selection of the manuscripts. A new cdition

of Lu Hsiin’s letters will incerporate the newly discovercd ones, and research
based on the new materials is under way.

BIBLIOCRAPHICAL Society ReTrospecTivE COLLECTION

ArrroxTMATELY one-fourth of the articles in The Bibliographical Society of
America, 1904~i979: A Retrospective Coflection are Harvard related. The
collection consists of reprints of outstanding contributions to the Papers of the
Bibliographical Society of Awmerica, Published by the University Press of
Virginia, it commemorates the 75th anniversary of the founding of the Society.
The first Harvard article is “Luther 8. Livingston: A DBiographical Sketch.”
Luther S. Livingston was picked to be in charge of the Widener Memorial
Rooms but died before taking office, The biographical sketch was written by
Livingston's successor, George Parker Winship, who, in 1926, assumed respon-
sibility for the Treasure Room in Widener, Winship’s successor was William
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A. Jackson, the first librarian of the Houghton Library. He is rcpresented in
this collection by “Variant Entry Fees of the Stationers’ Company.” The
second librarian of the [Houghton Library, William H. Bond, is the author of
“Casting Off Copy by Elizabcthan Printers: A Theory.” One of William A.
Jackson’s assistants, Williaim B. Todd, wrote “Concurrent Printing: An Analy-
sis of Dodsley’s Collestion of Poerns by Several Hands.” Aftcr Jackson's death
in 1964, Katharine F. Pantzer took over as editor of the STC; she described
her work in “The Serpentine Progress of the STC Revision.,” Another major
bibliographical project with offices in Hounglwon is the Bibliography of
American Literature, the first six volumes of which were edited by Jacob
Blanck; he is the author of “Problems in Lhe Bibliographical Description of
Nineteenth-Centory American Books.” Chifford K. Shipton, who was curator
of the University Archives, is rcpresented by “Bibliotheca Americana.” In
addition, two members of the Overscers Commiteee to Visit the Harvard
Library ave aurhors of papers in the collection: Mary C. Hyde, who, with her
late husband, Donald F. Hyde, formed the most distinguished collection of
Dr. Samucl Johnson ever assembled, wrote “The History of the Johnson
Papers”; and Gordon N, Ray, president of the John Simon (Guggenheim
Memorial Foundation, is the author of “The Changing World of Rare Boolks.”
John . Gordan '30, Ph.D. 39, and Fredson T. Bowers PhDD. ’34 are also
contributors,

Major GIFTs AND GRANTS

Twue Lucius N, Tarraurk Fouspation of New York has made a prant of
$500,000 to the Harvard College Library chrough The Harvard Campaign to
establish the “The Harvard-Littauer Judaica Indowment.” This is a permanent
endowment, income from which will be used to fund preservation microfilm-
ing of materials in the Library’s Judaica Collection as well as to acquire other
microfilins to strenpthen the Library’s Judaica heldings. The Harvard-Littauer
Endowment is helieved to be the Iargest prescrvation endowment yet cstablished
and the first such Judaica prescrvation endowment.

Files of more than 200 Hebrew and Yiddish periodicals; more than 7,000
pamphlets in Hebrew, English, German, French, and Dutch; and several collce-
tions of Judaica ephemera (posters, broadsides, and lcaflets) have already been
filmed under a grant from the U.S. Oftice of Education under the “Strengthen-
Research Library Resources Program.” The new Harvard-Littauer Judaica
Endowment will allow the Library to continue its Judaica preservation pro-
granl on a permanent basis, to preserve a vast corpus of judaica, and to make it
available to libraries aud scholars everywhere. It will also make possible the
development of a substantial program of systematic acquisiion of Judaica
microform publications,

THe Cuaarres IL. Merring, TrusT of Jthaca, New York, has awarded 2 sccond
grant of $z5,000 to the Harvard Universit}f Library in support ol the new
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Distributable Union Catalog which will be available for use later this summer.
The total of $50,000 has cnabled the Libracy to purchase microfiche readers and
fiche organizers for more than 120 Distributable Union Catalog stations. More
than 45 librarics, from the Dumbarton Oaks Rescarch Library in Washington,
D.C., to the Arnold Arboretum Library in Jamaica Plain, to the Iarvard and
Radcliffe house librarics in Cembridge, will have their own catalog stations. In
addition to providing greater accessibility to Harvard's many library collections,
the new catalog on microfiche includes authar, title, and subject approaches,
thus offering more ways of ﬁnding matcrial than the single-entry aothor ap-
proach of the Union Catalogs in Widener Library. The microfiche program
has also standardized the form of entrics and the bibliographic descriptions used

throughout the Library system. Copics of Harvard's Distributable Union
Catalog arc available to other interested libraries.

Tue NarioNar, EXpowatexT For THE [Hunanities has awarded Radcliffe
College a $2 50,000 grant which will enable the Schicsinger Library on the History
of Women in Anterica to help public Jibrarics prepare programs about women.
Barbara Haher, Curator of Printed Books in the Schlesinger Library, is director
of the project, which is entitled “Women in the Community: Where Were
They? Where Are They? Where Are They Going?” The programs, to be held
in seven communities across the country, will be planned by local tcams of
public librarians, academic librarians, members of community organizations,
and women’s studies scholars. Training sessions will take place at the Schles-
inger Library in August, after which 2 coordinator from Radeliffe will work
with the teams until the programs are implemented. The sponsoring public k-
brarics will be eligible for grants ta meet the costs of delivering the programs.

Other grants to Radchiffe in support of the Schlesinger Library include a
gift of §50,000 from Roger 8. Clapp of Cambridge, Massachusetts, to cstablish
an endowed fund, the Mary Lizzie Saunders Clapp fund, in honor of Mr. Clapp’s
mother. Mrs. Clapp was a special student at Radcliffe (then called the Harvard
Annex) in the 1880s. Income from the fund will be used for grants to scholars
te cover the costs of travel and other expenses related to carrying out research
at the Library.

Another grant, this one from the Massachusetts Council on the Arts and
Humanities, will preserve the scrapbooks of Boston social worker Eva Whiting
White {1885~1974). To be matched by funds provided by the Friends of the
Schlesinger Library, the grant will be used to remove and microfilm brittle
clippings, photopraphs, letters, and programs in the scrapbooks, which docu-
ment the activities of the Llizabeth Peabody House, {ounded in Boston in 1898.

In addition, a grant from the Cooper Laboratories of Pale Alto, California,
will enable the Schlesinger Library to preserve phonograph records advertising
LEydia Pinkham’s patent medicine compound. Cooper Laboratories, which
purchased the Pinkham Medicine Company of Lynn, Massachuscits, in 1968,
still manufactures the product. With the aid of the grant, the advertisements
and radio programs sponsored by the Pinkham Medicine Company, mostly
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from the 19405, will be re-recorded on tape at Harvard’s Modern Language
Center. The records are part of the archives of the Pinkham Company that
were given to the Schlesinger Library in 1968 and 1971, Eva Moseley, Curator
of Manuscripts in the Schlesinger Library, is coordinating the project.
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