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Sir Robert Bruce Cotton's

A short view of the long life and
raigne of Henry the third

N historical essay of which eleven cditions werce published in
' the scventeenth cencury, and of which well over a score of
contemporary manuscript copies can now be easily located,
is surcly of some interest. And yet the work in qucstlon 1S
seldom mentioned except in a list of the author’s writings, and its infln-
ence, such as it was, has béen cntirely ignored. Its author, Sir Robert
Bruce Cotton, whose reputation is well established as a collector of
English antiquities and as a generous friend of the scholars of his day,
“whose memory,” according to 1Dr Johnson, ‘cannot fail of exciting.
the warmest sentiments of gratitude, whilst the smallest regard {or learn-
ing subsists among us,’ is not likely because of this treatise to be raised
to the rank of a ‘readable’ anthor. But an account of the work, the
rcasons for its frequent republication, and a description of the various
editions of 1t, neverchelcss appears 1o be justificd.’ '

When this tract, A short view of the long life and raigne of Henry
the third, was reprinted in 1820 by George Smecton, an unsigned prefa-
tory note stated that it was written at the request of Prince Henry, and
was the labor of onc week. For neither of these statements can any
contcmporary authority be found. All of the surviving manuscripts
which are dated bear the date 29 April 1614, while Prince IHenry died
in 1612; and that a scholarly work vas lightly tossed off has often been
an author’s boast, but there appears to be no record of such a claim by
Cotton,

Presumably the tract was written in 1614 and manuscript copies cir-
culated among Cotton’s fricnds, as was customary with most of his
treatises; from these authorized coptes others would be freely made as
there was occasion or need. For cxample, among Sir Julius Caesar’s
papers in the British Muscum is a copy, Add. MS 12504 {(42-53), which

RPN

* No one library contains all the editions of this work, and it has been necessary to
bother many difierent librarians, Amaong those to whom 1 owe gratefol thanks are

Miss Fannie Ratchfard, H. R. Creswiclk, L. W, IHanson, Id, R, Mcad, and H, M. Nixon.
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Sir Robert Brarce Cottorr’s Henry the third 29

was made and prcscntcd to him by “Wal: Jeftes’, with an accompanying
Jetter.® Other copics arc to be found in nearly every collection of Iing-
lish manuscripts of the period, as a forage through the Histarical Manu-
scripts Commission’s Reports or the sale catalogues of old libraries
indicates, In this country both the Folger and Harvard Librarics possess
contemporary fair copies,

The analytical style and aphoristic tone of this historical essay resem-
ble rather markedly Bacon’s Histary of the reign of Henry V11, a small
portion of which had already been written before 1614, but that Bacon
was familiar with this work in manuscript there can be little doubt. It is
not unlikely that i discussions held m Cotton’s library the conception
of history as more than a mere chronicle may have been formulated, and
the resemblance of these works may be more than fortuitous. In any
case, Cotton’s Short view is one of the earliest English attempts to write
history in the modern, or, more properly, Thucydidean, manner.

Cotton, though in great favor with King James, at least during most
of his rcign, was not so with King Charles, for by his aid to Sir John
Eliot he had made an enemy of the Duke of Buckingham. Conse-
quently, early in 1627, George Montaigne, Bishop of London, and a
courticr cager to show his industry for the King and the High C wirch

interest, wrote to Sccretary Conway a letter, now preserved in the
Public Record Office,* as {ollows:

My very Ilonorable good Lord/

hhy it please y* Lp: T have found out a buoke Intituled A veiw of y* Long life
& raigne of Henry y® third King of Lng]'md web ] send y* Lp: wit the memq-
tions of all yt1 ﬁnd guilty of y* setting of it forth vndet y© hand of y¢ Register
by whome before me ther Exammacons were taken. The parties ar in cuqtod)r
I meane to procecde against them by y® high Comission for priating v¢ hooke

® The British Museum possesses at least thirteen other manuscript copies: Havl, MS
252 {1290-13%}, with contemporary corrections in several hands; Harl. MS 305 (216~
225), headed ‘A fragmentarie discourse’; Harl. MS 354(44-67), a fair copy; Harl. MS
2245(1—9), in an elaborate hand, dated 29 April 1614; Harl. MS 6451, a 16mna, query
abridged; Harl. MS 7021(54-64), fair copy, signature deleted; Reg. App. MS *7, art.
2, 4 fragment; Sloane MS 1709{23-34), some versos blank, others with addirions;
Sloanc MS 3073 (38-49), fair copy, dated 20 April 1614; Sloane MS 3561 (i1-15),
headed “The Life of King Henric the Third written (as they saie) by Sir Roberc
Cotton’; Stowe S 156(68-80), part of a collection; Add, MS 5504(178-184), William
Cole’s copy, with many correcrions said to be in Catton’s hand, dated 20 April 1614,
and signed ‘Rfobert]. Clotton]. B[ruccus].’; and Add. MS ’1993(f 222b), part of a
collcetion.

* State Papers Domestic, Charles T (8.P. 16), Vol. 54, No. 4.
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wthout licenee, leaving the matter of State to y* Lordships wisdome S Rabte
Cotton acknowledgeth he writt the hooke some 15 yearces agoe but denies yt he
hath any knowledgr of or Hand in y® now printing of it. Good my Lord give me
leave vppon such occasions as this to repayre to y* Lp: whose wisdome will
mutch strenthen my poore endcavors to [do] his Matie service in this kind or any
other that lies in my ability & power. & so wtt my most humble acknowlegmét
ol all y* noble favours I pray to God hartily to bless y* Lordship & remayne

y* Lordships humble
servant
Geo: London
fré my House febr: 15t
1620,

The brief of ‘y¢ severall Exaicones taken before the Lord Bpp of Lon-
don this weeke touching y* booke entituled 4 veiwe of ¥¢ Long Life
and raigne of Henry y* third King of England’ and dated the same day
was enclosed and is preserved with the lerter. It reads as follows:

Beniantin Fisher a stationer of y* City of London acknowledgeth that he caused
five hundred of those bookes to be printed and no more five sheetes [whereof]
were printed by one Okes a printer and one other sheete whercof was printed
by Bernard Alsope and Thomas Fowceett two other printers

Of these bookes ffisher saith they have vented foure hundred and twenty or
thereaboutes and names somc of the partics vato whom they have veated them
vizt one hundred of them to one Peter Horson the Rest to scverall stationers in
the country and that he bought the Copie thereof of one Alsope a printer and
saith yt was printed wtout Licence

This Alsope being examined where he had y© Copie saith he bought it of one
flcrdinando Ely a broker in bookes and that ye said ffisher sent Alsope to buy it
of Ely, that he y* said Alsope payd varo Ely xij¢ for it, and having bought it
delivercd it p'sently vato flisher who caused it to be printed, Alsope saith that he
printed of that sheete delivered vnto him as many as should make vpp a thousand
boolkes of that sort: besides some wast sheetcs. '

Ferdinando Ely being exiied denyeth vppon his cath that he ever had y Copie
of yt said hooke, or that he sold it to Alsope, but afterwardes vppon better Re-
membraunce saith that about two yeares since he sold a2 Copie of 2 small book
to y* said Alsope but what was y¢ contentes of it or for how much money he sold
it he doth not Remember.

Peter Horsin being examined confesseth that [togcther with a letter] he
Receaved an hundred of these bookes, wanting two, from ye said flisher, wet
letcer ymporteth that they were printed at Dort and that y¢ author of them was
S* Robert Cotten and saith it is a booke well penned: he hath dispcrsed divers of
them and nameth some of ye ptie,s vinto whom,

Okes y* printer saith his sonnc printed part of that booke whilest he Okes ye
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Sir Robert Bruce Cottowr’'s Henry the third I
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father was prisoner in the Compter ¢ and saith y* as his sonne told him he printed
five hundred of them & no more and saith they were printed for Beniamin Fisher
aforesaid

Thowmas utat. Reguari ©
Ita Testor } d?p : 2

Mottershed Regij.

Most of those interrogated are well-known members of the London
hook trade, but two, Ferdinando Lly and Peter IHorsin, are not rc-
corded as frccmen of the Stationers’ Company nor can they be other-
wisc traced. All their storics were true, apparently, only so far as they
thought they could or would be checked. Presumably Fisher did send
Alsop to buy the manuscript copy of Ely, and divided it between the
shops of Okes, and the partners, Alsop and Fawcett, the former print-
ing five sheets and the latter only one. Presumably he also sold at Jeast
a hundred copies to Horsin and he may have told Horsin that the book
was printed at Dort; at any rate the title appears to have been purposely
given a somewhat foreign Jook. Bur Alsop in his testimony made a slip
which apparently the Bishop and his intcrrogators missed, for he said
that he had printed a thousand copies of his sheet, whereas I'isher and
Okes testified that only five hundred copics had been printed. The fact
is, however, that they were probably all lying, for there were actually
three editions of this book dated 1627 (Platc 1), and since all arc now
relatively common ® it is unlikely that less than at least the normal 1250
.copies of cach were printed. Furthcrmore, it would appear that all
three editions were printed by the same combination of printers, for n
all three cases the first sheet is the only one to have lower-case roman
numcrals on each signed leaf, whereas the five later sheets have the
second and third leaves signed, partly or entirely, with italic lower-case
roman numerals. -

There is now no means of knowing whether all three editions had
been printed at the time of the inquiry by the Bishop of London, but it
is possible that only the first edition had been then printed, for the

* There appears to be no record of this imprisonment.

¢ Sic. In a contemporary copy now preserved with this document this is rendered
‘Registrari’,

“Capics of all three may be seen together in the Huntington and University of
Texas Libraries, while a number of other librarics have at least two. For convenienee
of reference the three editions may be designated 1, 11, and Iil, as in the appended
“Table of Variaats,” although there is no absolute certainty as to the order of publica-
tion. In Plate I, 2 Harvard copy has been used for edition I and Funtington copies
for editions Il and TII,
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editions here designated 11 and III were probably published hy Michael
Sparkes rather than Benjamin Fisher, far the rcasons sct forth below. In
any case, none of the score or more copics examinced of the three cditions
appear to have mixed sheets, while all CDplCS of cditions 1I and III have
both formes of sheet ‘¢’ from the same setting except for the text of
VEIso €3. .

Onc of the three Bodleian copics of edition I is bound, in its original
binding, with a collection of some twenty-odd pieces, mostly com,emr::d
with the Spanish Match and mostly written by Thomas Scott, having 2

. general title “The workes of the most famous and reverend divine Mr.
Thomas Scot. Batchelor in Diuinitie, Sometime preacher in Norwich.
Printed at Vtrick. 1624.”© On the flyleafl of that copy is the inscription
‘Liber Bibliothecac Bodleianac. Ex dono Michaelis Spark Bibliopol.
Lond. 1627., which may be of more than normal significance, for
Michacl Sparkes was an enterprising and unscrupulous bookseller who,
though caught and punished for his part in the publication of William
Prynne’s Histriomastiz, 1633, was connecred with other shady cnter-
prises [or which he was not. For cxample, he apparently publishcd the
first \posthumous, unlicensed edition of Sir Edwin Sandys’s Enropuae
spectluni. Or, a view or survey of the state of religion in the westerne
parts of the world, Hagae-Comitis, 1629, and presented copies of it to
his friends,® and his connection with the latest of the undated ‘Middle-
borough’ editions of Marlowe’s AN Ouids elegies has elsewhere been
pointed out.® It is ther efore not at all unhl\cly that he may have taken

over after Fisher, frightencd by his interrogation at the hands of Bishop
Montaigne, had decided that it was too dangerous an enterprise.

There appears to be no record of the action taken by the Privy Coun-
cily if any, against thesc stationers, but 1t is not difficult to determine
why, i the pcrjod when Parliament svas striving against the Crown,
this historical trcatise should arcuse the attention of the government.
T'here was still widcly held the conception of historical “patterns’ which

"STC 22064. Besides the Bodleian copy of this collection, only the llanrott-
Bandinell-A Dalrymple-5.Prince-Y . W, Cosens-Brinwell copy at Harvard is known. Tt
does not have the Cotton Sher# wiew appended. This collection, which contains tracts
wiitten by Heury Hexham and john Reynolds wrongly attributed to Scott, would
well repav bibliographical study,

*T'he copy presented by hin to his cousin Noel Sparke, 20 April 162p, is now at
Harvard, while another was presented to Bermuda, cf. Sir J. I Lcfroy, Aero-
rials . . . of the Bernmdas (Landon, 1877-79), 11, 6oo.

“The Carl H. Pforzheimer Library (New York, 1940}, 11, 665.
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Str Robert Bruyce Cottor’s Henry the third 33

were applicable to current political situations,’® and therefore the ac-
count given by Cotton of Henry III's long struggle to maintain his
favorites against the barons and people would, no doubt, scem a pointed
allusion to Buckingham and the struggle with Parliament.

The records of the Stationers’ Company do not contain any reference
to this book or to any punishment of the printers and publishers of 1t for
issuing it unlicensed and unregistered, which is not unusual in cases
where the ccclesiastical authorities intervened and neglected to send
dircetions to the Company demanding punishment. Nevertheless, the
publisher would seem to have been more than commonly cool about the
matter, for he appears to have inserted in some copies a late state of
Elstrack’s Bagiliologia portrait of Henry ]I Probably after the inter-
rogation {(when Sparkes presumably took over the enterprise and pub-
lished the second and third cditions), the price was raised, and as copics
were brought out from under the counter the purchaser was reminded
that this was the book that the Bishop of L.ondon had been exercised

-abont, and that it was now very rare and consequently sold at a higher
than normal price,

If this book was applicatle to the political situation of 1627, it was
likewisc appropriate to the situation in 1641, with Strafford in the posi-
tion of the favorite who ill advised the King, And so, once again, this
book was anonymously published, in quarto, with the title “A short
vicw of the long life and reigne of Henry the third, king of England.
Woritten some yeares since by a learned and famous antiquary of this
kingdome, deceased. Presented to King James, of ever blessed memory.
London, Printed Anno, 1641.”**

The following year it was rcprinted twice, in quarto and in duo-
decimo. The quarto cdition bore the ttle “The troublesome Jife and
raigne of King Henry the third. Whercin {five distempers and maladics
are sct forth . . . Sutable to these unhappic times of ours; and con-
tinued with them tll the King ticd his actions to the rules of his great

* Cf, Lily B. Camnpbell, “The Use of Historical Patterns in the Reign of Elizabeth,’
Huntington Library Quarterly, T (1937—38), 135-168; and T.. T'. Dean, ‘Sir Francis
Bacon’s Theory of Civil History-Writing,” ELH, VIII (1941), 161-183.

* Howard C. Levis, Baziliwlogia (New York, 1913), p. 51, declares that it docs noc
belong orlgmall} in this beok, but as several copies have been examined in which it
occurs in the same state, Levis’s Fourth, without any text an baclk, and as it is not
known to appear elsewhere in this state, it would seem probable that these portraits
are not late inserdons.

*The ‘second edition’ recorded in Wing, S.7.C. 18451—r700, C63099, is a ghost.
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and pood Councell, and not to the passionate and single advice. Im-
- printed at London for George Lindsey. 1642.” By the usc of small type
the text was compressed into fourtcen pages in this cdition, and by new
punctuation, paragraphing, and some occasional alteration of words
and phrases, though with little deletion, the point of current application
was made sharper. The duodecimo cdition of 1642 for the first time
gave the author’s name. It was combined with Sir John Hayward’s The
first part of the life and raigne of King Heunrie 1111, although in this
reprint there is no indication that that piece ends with the first regnal
ycar of Henry IV, The gencral title of this edition reads “The histories
af the lives and raignes of Henry the third, and Henry the fourth.
Kings of IEngland. Weritten by Sr. Rabert Cotron, and Sr. John ay-
vvard, knights. London, printed for William Sheares, and are to be sold
at his shop in Bedford-Strect, in Coven-garden neere the new Exchange,
at the signe of the Bible, An. 1642.> Since there 15 no rccord of the
registration of Cotton’s tract, presumably Shearcs was free to take his
chances that he would not be {ined by the Stationers’” Court for printing
it without license or registration; but hie may have had some right to
Hayward’s book (although it would appear to be then the property, by
transfer, of Richard Bishop),’ for in 1639 he had 1ssucd some copies of
the fourth edition (STC 12997a) with a cancel title bearing his im-
print** Copies of this edition frequently have as frontispieces to the
two tracts poreraits of the two Ienrics, and a copy in the Huntingten
Library has the date on the general title altered by pen to 1643.%°
It is possible, although incxplicable, that Sheares acquired some sort
of enforceable rights to the Cotton tract, for when next published, in
1651, at the cnd of Jamies Howell’s ‘Cottom Posthuma: Divers choice
picces of that renowned antiguary Siv Robert Cotton, kmght and bar-
onet, preserved {rom the injury of time, and expos’d to public light, for
the benefit of posterity, by ]. H. Lsq; London, Printed by Irancis
Leach, for Henry Seile over against St. Dunstans Church in Fleetestreet

" Arber IV, 459.

*Jor the carlier publishing history of Hayward's tract see Library, 4th ser., XV
(1934-35), 372376, Capics of carlier, quarto, editions of Cotton’s and Ha}m'ard’
tracts occur bound topether in contemporary bindings. One such set in the Folgcr
Library has a handwritten continuation said to have heen copied from a manuseript
found among Flayward's papers.

*The Harvard copy of this edition was prcscntcd before 1774 by Thomas Hollis
of Lincoln’s Inn, a great benefactor of the Library, and also 2 ‘Republican,’ wwho wonid
have considered this book particularly suitable for furthering his objects.
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Sir Robert Bruce Cotton’s Henry the third 35

1651.°, 1t has a separate title, signatures, and pagination, and is printed
on different paper, having a crown watermark instead of the flenr-de-lis
watcrmark of the rest of the book. I'urthermore, while the part titles
in the rest of the volume have imprints which merely state ‘Londen,
Printed in the ycare 16517, A short view has an imprint which reads:
‘London, Printcd by William Bentley, for William Shears at the Bible
in S%. Pauls Church-yard. 1651., the rest of the title rcading as when
originally published in 1627. It is possible that copics of this edition
were sold scparatcly from the Cotioni posthiia, but copies so bound
have not been traced, and it 1s more likely that Sheares made some fivan-
cial arrangement with Seile similar to that which Andrew Crooke made
with Henry Herringman when he allowed the latter to include his
copyrighted plays, Claricilla and The prisosners, in Herringman’s edition
of Thomas Killigrew's Comedies, 1664. In any case, the Shorr view is
linked to the rest of the Coztoni posthirma by being listed at the end of
the table of contents, verso A4, as ‘16, The Life and Raign of Henry the
Third compiled in a Criticall wway.” In 1672, and again m 1679, when
the second and third editions of the Cortoni posthusia were issucd,
apparently the publishers did nor think it worth their while to obtain
the right to include the Short view, for, althoungh it is listed at the end
of the contents in both editions, it was not included in either,

In 1661, Sheares reissued unseld copies of his 1642 edition of the
Cotronr and Hayward Histories, with a cancel title which repeats the
1642 title except for spellings but has the imprint ‘London, Printed for
WWilliam Sheares at the Bible in Bedford-street in Covene-Garden, 1661.°

In 1675 Henry Mortlock published an octavo edition of ‘An answer
to such motives as were offer’d by certain military-men to Prince
Henry, inciting him to affect arms more than peace. Made at his high-
ness command by Sr. Robert Cotton Baronet. With a short view of the
lifc and reign of Henry the third king of England, by the same author.
The sccond cdition, very much corrected, and a preface added by Sr.
John Cotton Baroncet. To which is annexed the French charity . . .
Londen, Printed for Henry Mortlock, at the Phocnix in St. Paul’s
church-yard, and at the White Iart in Wesuninster-hall. 1675 The

“In the Harvard copy the preliminary sheet is on thicker paper than the rest of
the book and may indicate a canccl, for copics (c.g., Library of Congress) accut with
the general title dated 1665, though altered in pen to 1675. The French charity part
title in all copies is dated 1665, but that date mnst be an crror, like that on the general
titles dated 1665, [ar Idenry Martlocle is not known to bave published before 1670. .
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* Answer and the French charity had been several times published before,
but this was the first time they were combined with the Short view.
The preface and corrections by Sir John Cotton, Sir Robert’s grandson,
were applied to the Answer and not to the Short wiew, although it pre-
sents a rather beteer than usual text and is dated ‘April 29, 1614 for the
first time. |

In 1679, Sheares being dead, some remaining copics of the 1642 edi-
tion of the combined Cotton and Hayward Histories were reissued with
a cancel title, reading as the original excepr for the imprint which is
‘London, Printed, and arc to be sold by Peter Parker at the Lep and Star
in Cornhill, against the Royal Ifxchange, 1679,

In the following year, at the time of the agitation for the Exclusion
Act, the tract was published twice, but neither time under Cotton’s
name. John Yalden of Gray’s Inn published an octavo cdition of the
Short wiew as his own work, signed enly with his initials, and cncitled it
‘Compendium politicum, or, the distempers of government, under’'these
two heads, %iw ST HITIES }desire of {r‘ulc With their proper rem-

1€ COMNIOoNs | liberty.

edies, in a brief essay on the long reign of King [Henry IIL. By ]. Y. of
Graycs-Inne, esq; . .. London, Printed for Robert C[1]ave] ... 1680/
Yalden dedicated it to Thomas Stock of Upham, Southampton,” and
watered down Cotron’s text, as, for example, in his opening sentence,
which rcads: "Scarce was that unfortunate Prince, King John, entombed
within the bowels of the Earth, but the People, wearied with the Heavy
burthens of his time, but more especially with the lingring Calamities of
Civil Arms, and the affrighted fall of that Prince, their licentious and
unhappy Sovereign; but all men stood at gaze expecting the event of
their long desires ..." In the original this reads: “Wearied with the
lingring calamities of Civill Armes, and afrighted at the sudden fall of
a licencious Soveraigne, all men stood at gaze expecting the cuent of
their long desires. ..

[n the same year, 1680, a somewhat altered texc was published in
quarto, dedicated to Charles IL. It is anonymous, and in the only copy
examined, the Huntingron, the title is a cancel. It reads ‘A brief survey
(historical and political) of the lifc and reign of Henry the 111, King of
England. Dedicated to his most sacred majesty. London, printed in the

" The identification of Yalden with *J. Y. of Grayes-Inne, esq;’ is based upon a
book of about the same date, published by William Cademan, in which Yalden’s name
is given in full (Terme Catalogues, 1, 451).
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year, 1680." Pasted aver the ) lmpnnt in the Huntington, and apparently
in other copies, is a new imprint which reads ‘Printed for James Vade,
at the Cock and Sugar Loaf, necar St. Dunstan’s Church, in Fleet-street.
1680,

Finally, in 1681, a very much altered text was published, in quarto,
under the ticle ‘A short view of the reign of King Henry III. Shewing
the danger of the subjects arrogancy, the methods of great men’s rise
and fallings, the wrong the king and his subjects suffer {rom evil coun- \
sellors . . . The King, having suffcred thus much, when setled, was more
cautious. By Sir R. C. knight and baronet. London, printed for Richard
Janeway in Queens-head Alley in Pater-noster Row. 1681.” This cor-
rupt and somewhat abbreviated edition ends the scries of scventeenth-
century publications,

In the elghtccnth and nincteenth centuries the tract was rcpuntcd at
least four times, but then always as an antiquarian reprint, not as an

‘example.’ Though the conflict between the Crown and Parliament
had largely been resolved and the institution of responsible ministrics
was in the process of being established, there were times when the king’s
advisors were not universally popular; yet this pamphlet would doubt-
less have by that time scemed far toe indirect a means of commenting
on contemporary affairs.
WiLriam A, Jackson
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