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Sir l~obert Bruce Cottoll' s 
A short view of the long life and 

raigne of Henry the third 
N historical essay of ,v hi ch cleYcn cdi ti on s ,v ere pub} i sh c d. in 

the seventeenth ccntur) 7 , and of ,vhich ,vcll over a score of 
conte~npora.ry·n1anoscript copies can no,vbe easily· located, 
is surcl) 7 of some interest. And yet t~e ,vork jn qucstion_is 

seldom n1entioned except in a list of the authorJs \VTjtings, and its influ-
ence, such as it ,vasJ has been cntircl 17 jgnoicd. Its author, Sir ltobcrt 
Bruce Cotton 1 ,vhose reputation is \rell established as a collector of 
English antiquities and as a generous friend of the sc:holars of his day, 
'lvhosc memor·y.,' according to ]Jr Johnson~ 'cannot fail of exciting. 
the ,vnr1nest senti1ncnts of gratitude 1 \f hilst the sn1allest regard for Jearn-
in g subsists a n1 on g us/ j s not likely· because of this tre:1 tise to be raised 
to the rank of a 'readab]e, author. But an account of the 1vork, the 
rcaso_ns for its f rcq ucn t rcpu bli cation, and a d cs er J pti on of th c various 
editlons of ir, nevertheless appc8rs to be jusLificd~1 

\\ 1hen this tract,, A short ,view of tbe loilg· life and raigue of Hc11ry 
tbe tbird 1 \Vas reprinted in 1 820 by George S1nccton, ai1 unsigned prcf_a-
torJT note stated that it ,-vas ,vritten at the request of Prince Hcnry 1 and 
,vas the labor of one ,v-eek. For neither uf these state111ents can anv . . . -
contemporary authorjty be found. All of the surviving n1anuscripts 
,vhich 3.re dated bear the date 29 April 1614, Yvhile Prince I-Jenry died 
in 1612; and that a scholarly ,vork ,vas lightly tossed oiI has often been 
an ,author's boast, but there appears to be no record of such a clain1 h) 7 

Cotton. 
Presu1nnbly the tmct ,vas ,vrittcn in 1614 and manuscript copies cir-

cu la tc d 111 on g Cotton's f rl ends, as \ vas c usro n1 at) 7 , vi th most of his 
treatises; f ron1 these allthoriied copies others ,vould he f re:el )' n1ade as 
there \Vas occasion or need~ For cxan1plc, among Si_r Ju1ius Cac~ar's 
papers in the British 1'1usc11n1 is a copy, Add. [VIS 12 504(4i-5 3 ) 1 \vhich 

1. No one Hbr~ry contains all the editions of this ,vorkt and it h1-1s been nccessar3_;r to 
bother n1any different ]ibrA.ri1ns-. Among d1o~c to ,vhoin I o,ve grateful thanks a.re 
l\1is-sfannic R::1tchfordt H+ R. Cr-cs,vlck1 L+ ,, 7.1-'lanson, Ii. R+ 1\·lcad, and H~ J\il. Nixon. 
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Sir Robert Bruce Cotton's I.Jcnry the third 

,vas n1ade and presented to him by ''''al: Jeff cs\ ,vith an accon1pnnyh1g 
_lcttcr.2 Other copies arc to be found in nearly every collection of Eng~ 
lish n1anuscripts of the period, as a forage through the Historical l\1.anu-
scripts Conunission's Reports or_ the .sa1c catalogues of old libraries 
indicates~ In this country· both the li'olgcr and Harvard Libraries possess 
contemporary fair copies. 

Th c analytical sty 1 e and aphoristic tone of this historical essay resc1n~ 
b1c rather markedly· Bacon's History of tbe reign of Henry l7 ll 1 a s111a1l 
portion of ,vhich had a1ready been ,vritten before 1614, but that Bacon 
\Vas familiar ,vith this ,vork in n1anuscript there can be litt1e doubt. It js 
not unlike! )7 that in discussions held in Cotton's library- the conception 
of history· as n1ore than -a n1crc chronicle 111ay have been formulated, and 
t11e resemblance of thcsr ,vorks n1ny· be n1orc .than fortuitous. In 2ny 
case, Cotton's Sbort view is one of tl1e earliest Eng]ish ~ttempts to ,vrite 
histot")r in the 111odcrn, or, n1orc properly, Thucy·didean, n1a11ner. 

Cotton, though in great favor ,vith J(ing Jatnes) at least during n1ost 
of his reign, ,vas not so ,vith King Charlesi for by his aid to Sir John 
E1iot he had made an enemy of the Dulce of Euckjngham~ Conse-
q uent1y, early in 162 7, Gco1:gc J\1ontaigne, Bishop of London;- and a 
courtier cager to_sho,v his indnst1)r for the l(ing and the High Church 
h1terest, ,vrotc to Secretary Con,vay a letter, 110,v preserved in t~e 
Public Record Office, 8 as f ollo,vs: 

l\1.y very I·Ionorable good J .. ord/ . 
l\·1ay it p1er1.':e yr Lp: I lrn.ve found out a booke I ntituled A vehv of y~ J_.ong life 

& n1igne of Henry y~ third l{1ng of Eng land ,,,ch l ~end yr Lp: ,v1h tl,e F.~anllrhl-
tions of all yt I find guilty of ye setdng of it forth vnder y~ hand of yt-Register 
by ,vhome before n\c thcr Exan1inacofis ,vere taken+ l'he pnrties ar .in custody & 
J rnenne to procecdc against thcn1 by y~ high Comission for p.i-jnting ye bookc 

:: The Ilri t ish rvl useurn possess cs at lea st thirteen other man used pt copies: l-1 a rl. ~1 S 
:z.5 2 ( 1z.g,---137 ), ·with conten1porary corrections lr, s~Y~t·al handsi Hart i\-1S 305 ( :2 16---
2 ;!.5) 1 headed 'A fragmenn1rie d1scourse'; HarL l\·1S 354(44-61 ), a f~ir copy; H:1rl l\1S 
2 i45 ( l~ )t in elaborate: h:ilnc\ dnted 29 April l614; Had. 1\1S 6451, a ! 6rno.i query 
abridged; Har1. i\·IS 7oi, ( 54--64 ), fair copy, sigm-1u1re deleted; Reg. App. i\·1S ~7, art. 
2., a fragment; Sloane /\'IS 1709( ;q-34) t some versos blank1 others ·v.1ith addition~; 
Sloane l'\-1S 3073 (38-49), fair copr, dated 29 April l614; Slo:ine l\iS 3561 ( 1~1.5), 
headed 'l"he Lif c of J(ing Henrie the Third ,vritten (as they saie) by Sir Robert . 
_Corton 1 ; Sto\vc l\lS 156 ( 68-So ), part of a collection; Add+ J\1S 5 594 ( 178-1 R4) 1 lViHfam 
Cole's copy, ,1i.'ith many corrections Slid to be in Cottonts lrnnd] dated i9 .Li\pril r614 1 

and signed ~R[ obert]. C[ otton]. Il [ruccus]/; and Add. i\-1S i l993 (f.i ii b ), part of a 
colJc ction. 

::i. State Papers Domestic! Ch~rles I {S.Pr 16), v· ol. 54, No. 4. 

, I , . 
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30 l-1. a rva rd Library Bull et in 
,v thout Jjccncc, lea,~jng the matter of State to yr Lordships ,visdome S· H.obtc 
Cotton ackno,vlcdgeth he ,vrht the booI<e some 15 ycarcs agoe hut denies yt he 
hath any kno,,rlcdg of or Hand in ye no,v pdnting of fr. Good n1y Lord give me 
leave vppon such occflsions as this to rcpayre to y1 Lp: ,vhosc ,,dsdome ,vill 
1nutch srrenthen nly poore endeavors to [do] hiS' i'\1atic :service in this kind or any 
oth c r th a.t lies in in y o. ha fry 6: p o\ver. & so ,v1h rny most h u 111 ble nckno,v le gm et 
of all yr noble favours I pray to God harrHy _to bless yr Lords~ip & rcmayne 

fro my I-louse febr: 15th 

1626. 

yr Lordships hu n1 blc 
servant 

Geo: London 

The brief of 'y-c sevcrall Exaicones tal<en before the Lord Bpp of L .. on-
don this ,veekc touching y~ booke cntirulcd A veiwe of y~ Long Life 
a11d rnigne of Heur:)' yt third King of Engla11d~ and dated the same day 
,vas enclosed 2nd is preserved \vith the letter4 It reads as follo\vs: 

Be11fo.n1in Fisl"Jer a stationer of ye City· of London acknn,v1cdgcth that he caused 
.five hundred of those bookcs to be printed and no n1orc five sh.cetes [ ,vhereof J 
,vcrc prin tcd by one Okes a prin tcr and one other sh ee te ,\,. her co f ,vas pri nte cl 
by Bernard Alsope and Tho,uas Ft!-wcett t,,;.ro other pdnters 

Of these boo kes ffi sher se.i th th cy have vented f o u re h un drcd and nve n ty or 
thereubontes and n11rn es some of the p.lrtics vnto .. whom they have vented them 
v izt one hundred of them to one Peter H orson the Rest to s cvcrall stationers in 
the country and that he bought the Copie thereof of one AJsopc a pdnt~r nnd 
saith yt ,va.s printed ,v thout Licence 

This Alsop e being exa n1in ed "rhcrc he had y~ Co pie s~ i th he bought i r of one 
ff crdjnando Ely a broker in bookes and that y~ said ffisher sent Alsope to buy it 
of Ely, that he ye .snid AJsope payd vnto Ely x.ijd for it~ and having bought it 
delivered it pTscntiy vnto ffi~her v;,rho caused it to be printed, Alsope saith ·that he 
printed of tlrn.t shccte dcltvcred vnto him as many as shou]d 1nake vpp a thousand 
boo kcs of th:1. t so rt: hesi des some ,vast sheetcs~ · 

Ferd in a11tl o EI y being exa ied d enye ch vp p on his oath that he ever had ye Co pie 
of ye said booke, or that he sold it to Alsopc, but aftcr,vardes -vppon better Re-
n1emhrauncc saith that about t\vo yeares since he sold a Copie of a sm~H book 
to ye said A]sopo but ,vhat ,vas ye (.:Ontentes of it or for ho,v n1uch 1noney he sold 
it he doth not Rcn1cn1bcr. 

Peter I-I or.sin being exarnj ne d con f esseth that [ toge th er ,vj th a 1 etter] he 
Receaved ::1n hundred of these bookcs~ "ranting t\\'O, from yt said .ffishcr,. ,vc-h 
Jetter yn1portcth th;it they ,vere pdnted at Dort and that yt-nuthor of them ,vas 

Robert Cotten a.nd saith it is a booke ,veH penned: he hath dispersed divers of 
thE:m and nan1eth son1c of ye _pties vnto ,vhom~ 

OJ.tes y!: printer saith his sonnc printed part of that booke ,,·hilest he Okcs ye 
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Sir Robert Bruce Cotton's Henry the third 3 l 
father ,vas prisoner in the Con1pter 4 and saith yt as his sonnc told hirn he printed 
five hundred of them & no 111orc and saith they ,vcrc prjnted for Benia'lnin Fisher 
aforesaid 

} 1'bo'IJUH } depntat9 Reguaru ti 
Ita Tcstor _..1 , d . R .. 

,r ottersrJe cg1;. 

l\1ost of those interrogated arc ,vcll-kno,vn 1ncn1bcrs of the London 
book trade, but t,vo, Ferdinando Ely and Peter l·Iorsin, ate not re~ 
corded as frccn1cn of the Stationers' Con1pany nor can they· be other-
,visc traced .. All their stories ,verc true, apparently, only so far as they· 
thought they· could or 1vould be checked. Presumably· Fisher did Ecnd 
Alsop to buy the manuscript copy of Ely, and divided it bet,veen the 
shops of Okes,. and the partners, A]sop ~nd Fa,vcctt, the for1ner print-
ing five sheets and the latter only one. Presu1nabl) 7 he also sold at least" 
a hundred copies to Horsin and he may have told Horsin that the book 
,vas printed. at Dort; at any rate the tit]c appears to have been purposely 
given a somc,\'hat foreign Jook .. But Alsop jn his testitnony made a slip 
\vhich apparcnr1) 7 the Bishop and his interrogators 1nisscdi for he said 
that he had printed a thousand copies of his sheet, ,vhercas Fisher and 
Okcs testified that only five hundred copies had been printed. The fact 
is, ho,vcvcr 1 that they, \Vere probably all lying1 for there ,vere acn1ally· 
three editions of this book dated 162 7 (Plate I), and since all arc no,v 
relatively comrnon 6 it is unlikely that less than at least the nor1nal 12Jo 

_ copies of each \Vere prjntcd.. Furthcrn1ore, it \VOuld appear that all 
three editions ,vere printed by the same co111bination of printers, for in 
all three cases the fir~t sheet is the only one to have lo,ver-case ron1an 
numerals on each signe<l leaf, ,vhcrcas the five Jatcr sheets have the 
sec~nd and third leaves signed, partl) 7 or entirely, ,vith italic lo,ver-case 
ro m c1 n n un1era ls. 

There is DO\V 'no 111cans of kno,vjng ,vhether all three editions had 
been printed at the ti1nc of the inqnir)r by the Bishop of London, but it 
is possible that only the first edition had been then printed, for the 

t There appears to be no record of this in1prisonment. 
li Sic. In a contemporary copy 110'\\T pre.served ·with this document this is rendered 

.i:Rcgj strnru ' .. 
s Copies of all three may he seen together in the Hundngton and UnhTersity of 

Texas Libraries, ,vhile a numbc:r of other libraries ha·v~ c1t least nvo. For convcnicncc 
of ref c renc-e the three editions n1ay he designated 111 l I, n d I1 l1 as in the append c d 
'Ta ule of \! a rian ts/ although there is 11 o a bsol utc certainty as to the order of pub Hca-
tioa. In Plate 111 a Harvard copy h llS been used for edition I and I-I u n ti ngton copies 
for editions II and 111. 
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editions here desjgnated II and III ,vcr'c pro~ahl)T published by 1'~ichacl 
Sparkes rather than Bcnjan1111 for the reasons set forth bclo,\< In 
any .. case, none of the scoic or n1orc c~pics cxan1incd of the three editions 
appear to have mixed shcetst ,vhile all copies of editions II and III have 
both f ormcs of sheet 'c' fro1n the same setting except for the text of 
verso e3. . . 

One of the three Bodleian copies of edition III is bound~ in .its original 
binding 1 \vfrh a co1lcct1on of some r,venty-odd pieces, rnostly concerned 
,Yith the Spanish l\1atch and n1ostly· ,vdtten by-1,honlas Scott, having a 
general tide ~l""hc \VOrkes-of the most fan1ous and reverend divine lvlr. 
l. 1 hon1as Scot. Ratche1or jn l)iuinitie. Sometin1e preacher in Nor\vich. 
Printed at \!trick. 1624/' On the flyleaf of that copy is the inscription 
'Liber Bibliothccac Bodlei:lnac. Ex dono 1\1icl1aelis Spark Bib]iopol. 
Lond. 162 7 .:0, ,vhich n1a)7 be of n1o·re than nortna.1 significance; for 
l\1ichrtcl Sparkes \Vas an enterprising and 11nscrupulous bookseller ,vho1 

though caught 2nd punished for his part in the publication of ,~ 7illiam 
Prynne's Histrio1narti::r, 163 3~ "\Yas connecred \Vith other shady enter-
prises for ,vhich he ,vas not, For cx'1.n1ple~ he apparently published the 
first ,posthun1ous, l1n]icensed edition of Sir Ed,vin Sandy.s's Europae 
speculrnn. Or., n vie-7..V or survey of tbe state of religion in the 'lVesterue 
j11trts of tbe world, Hagae-Con1itis, 1629, · and presented coples of it to 
his friends 1

8 and his connection ,vith the latest of the undated 'tVIiddle-
borough, editions of l\1arlo,ve's .tlll_ O-vids elegies has clse,vhere been 
pointed out.9 It is therefore JlOt at all unlikely that he rnay-have ta.ken 
over after Fisher, frightened by hi.~ interrogation at the hands of Bishop 
i\1ontaigne) had decided that it ,vas too dangerous an enterprise. 

There -8.ppears to bc_no record of the acLion take!1 by· the Privy Coun-
ci1~ if ~ny, -against these stationers, but it is not difficult to detern1inc 
,vhy, in the period \"\;hen Parlian1cnt Jvas striving against the Cro,vn, 
this historical treatise should ~rouse the attention of the govcrn1ncnt. 
1 'herc \"vas still ,vidcl y he]d the conception of historical 'patterns' ,·vhich 

7 STC 12oitt~ Besides: the Ilodle-ian copy of t~1is col1ection! onl,r the llanrott-
B-at1djneH-A,Dalrymph.(aS.Prjncc-li"+\,1.Cosens-Dritwel1 copy :.tt T-I~.r,·ard is It 
doc~ not h::1vc the Cotton Sbort '"1.-~ie-w Appended. This collection, ,;;i;,•hjch contains tract.".i 
\.vrhten by Henry Hexh~m and John Reynolds ,vrung]y :.=tttributcd to Scott~ \\Tould 
\VC 11 repay bi bHographicaI .study. 

i; 1'hc copr pre!:iented by hhn to his cousin Noel Sparkc, 2-0 April 16: 9~ is noiv at 
H~nTard, ,vhi1e ~:mother ,v~s prc~cnted to Br.rmuda 1 cf. Sir J. IJ. Lcfroy, A{en1a-
rii1ls ... of the Bcnuudti$ (London, l 877-79), II! 6oor 

[I T/Je Cttrl H. I'forzhehner Library (Ne\\r York, 1940)~.nt 665+ 
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.')ir Robert Bruce Cotton's J-lenry the third 33 
\vere app1 icab]e to current political situat, ons, 10 and the ref ore the ac-
count given by Cotton of Henry III~s long struggle to 111aintain his 
favo_rite.s against the barons and peop1c ,vonld, no doubt~ scc1n a pointed 
allusion to Buckinghan1 and the strugg]e vtdth Parlian1ent. 

The records of the Stationen/ Con1pany do not contain any reference 
to this book or to any punishn1ent of the printers and pllblishers of it for 
issuing it unlicensed and unregistered., ,vhich j5 not unusual in cases 
\V here the eccl csias ti cal au th or i ties intervened an tl neg] er.: te d to send 
directions to rl1e Co1111Jany dctl1anding punish1nent4 Neverth~1css, the 
publi8her ,vould secn1 to have been more than comn1onl)7 coo] about rhe 
n1attcr, for he appears to have inserted in son1c copies a late state of 
Elst.rack,s BazUi(l)logia portrait of Henry Jll. 11 Probably after the inter-
rogation (\vhen Sparkes presun1ably took over the enterprise and pub-
lished the second and third editions), the price ,vas raised., and as copies 
,vere brought out front under the counter the purchaser \Vas ren1inded 
that this ,v-a.s the book th-a.t the Bishop of J...,ondon had b_een exercjs-ed 

· about,. and that it ,vas no,\~ very rare and consequently sold at a higher 
than norn1al price. 

If this book ,vas app1icable to the po1itjca1 situation of 1627, jt \Vas 
like,visc appropriate to the situation in 1641, ,vjth Strafford in the posi-
tion of the favorite ,-vho il1 advised the J(ing. And so, once again, this 
book ,vas anony1nously published, in quarto., ,virh the title 'A short 
vic~v of the long life and reigne of l-Ienry the thirdJ king of England. ,,r rjttcn son1t year es since hy a learned and famous antiquary of this 
ki L1 g d 0111 e, ll ecease d. Prcsen te: d to King Jam cs., of ever bl cs SC d 1n ClllO r yr 
l~ondon., Prjnted Anno., I 641 w' J~ 

The follo,ving year it \Vas reprinted t\vicc, in quarto and in duo-
<leci1no. The quarto edition bore the tide 1:Thc troubicson1c Jife 2nd 
raigne of King I-Ienry the third. Y\7hcrcin five distcn1pcrs and n1aladic.s 
are set forth .... Sutable to these unhappic ti1ncs of ours; and con-
tinued ,vith thern ti11 the l{ing tied his actions to the rllles of his great 

ic Cf. J...ily R. Campbell, ~The Use of Histurjcal Patterns in the Reign of Elizabeth,' 
Iluntington T..U,rtrry Qu.•1rterly, I ( 193 7-3 8 ), l 35-Hi8j -Jnd 1... F. l)r~n) 'Sir Francis: 
llacon 1s Theory of Civil I~Iistory-l~lriting/ li.'LH, ,:r1n ( 1941), I 61-183. 

~1 H o,vanl C. LcvJs, lltrz.iliwlogin (Ne,\' York, I 91 3 ), p. 51~ dcd-are.s th:at it docs no( 
b dong or j ginaU y in this hook, hut <1s several cop ics ha v~ b c: en cxa1nin e d j n ,vhic::h it 
occurs in the same state~ Lev is' s Fourth, ,vi thou t ~ny text n n hack, and ls it j s not 
known to fl pp ear else\v here in this state, it ,vould see_1n pro ha b] e ti \at d 1csc po ttra its 
1-1 re not late inse ni o ns. 

1~ The \second edition' rccnrdcd in ,,..,.ing~ S.T.C. 1641-1700] C6+99, is a gho.sL 

-- -- ·- -~~~------
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and good Cou ncell, und not to the passionate and single advjcc~ In1-
printcd at I.Jon don for George Lindsey. 1 642. By the use of sn1aH type 
the text \Vas con1pressed into fourteen pages in this edition, and bJr nc,v 
punctuation., paragraphing~ and some occasion~l u1 tcration of ,vords 
and phrases:t though ,vith Iitdc deletion,. the point of current app]ication 
,vas made sh~rper .. 'T'hc duodcci1no edition of 1642 for the first ti1nc 
gave the author~s nan1c~ Ir ,vas con1bincd ,vith Sir John H~y,vard's Tbe 
first pnrt of tbe life flnd raigne of I(i11g Henrie Jill, although in this 
reprint there is no indication Lhat that piece ends ,vith the first regnal 
y car of I ·I cnr}T I\T. Th c gen cral ti tic of th is edition reads 'The histories 
of the lives and raignes of Henry the third, and 1-Ienry the fourth~ 
I{ings of England. \,\.Tritten b) 7 Sr. Robert Cottonl and Sr. John I-Iay-
vvard, knightsr London, printed for "\,\TjIJian1 Sheares, and are to be sold 
·at his shop in ll c df ord-Strcct, in Coven -gard c n n ccrc the nc, v Exel 12 nge, 
at the signc of the Bible~ An. 1 642 / Since there j5 no record of the 
rcgistra ti on of Cotton, s tr::l ctl p rcsu Ln ab I y Sh c:1rcs , vas f Jee to take his 
cl1ances tl1at he \Vould not be fined by the Stationers' C:ourr for printing 
it ,vithout Jiccnsc or rcgjstration; but he 111a)7 have had sotnc right to 
f-Iay,v-~rdts book (although it ,vould 2ppcar to be then the property, by 
transfer, of Richard Bishop) / 8 for ju 1639 he had issued son1e copies of 
the fourth edition (STC I 2997g) ,vith a cancel title bcgrjng his in1-
print.1-1. Copies of this ·edition f rcquent1y have as frontispieces to the 
t,vo tracts portraits of the r,vo I-Icnrics, and a copy· in the 1-Iuntjngton 
Library has the dat~ on the general title rtltcrcd by pen to 1643 .1~ 

It js pos~ihle, although incxp]icablc, that Sheares acquired son1e sort 
of enforceable rights to the Cotton tract, for ,vhcn next published, in 
165 1, at the end of Jan1cs Ho,vcll~s 'Cottoni Pusthu1na: Divers choice 
pieces of that renu-\vncd antiquary Sir Rubert Cotton~ knight and bar-
onet, preserved fron1 the injury of tin1e~ and expos'd to pub]ic light, for 
the benefit of posterity, by J. H. E~qi London1 Prjntcd by l'Iancis 
Leach, for 1--Ienry Seile over ~gainst St. ])unstans Church in Fleetestreet 

i~ Arb~r I\T, 459, 
i-' J'or the cttrlicr publishjng history of Hay,vard 1s tract :see Library,, 4th ser.~ X\T 

( 19 3 4-3;} 1 3 7 i-3 76. Cop ics of earlier, quarto! editions of Cotton ,,s d Ha y1..vard 's 
t:racts occur bound together ir1 conten1porary bindings. One such set fri the Folger 
L ih ntr y has a I rn n d \1;: ritten con d naa ti on said to have 11 een copied from a m2nu script 
f ~•nong l1 l sy,.v~rd1s p:.tpc:..rs~ • 

~" 1~he l-i arvard copy of th is e di ti on \V~s prcscn tc d b c:: fore 17 7 4 by 1~horn as Ho] lis 
of Lincoln"s Inn,~ great benefactor of the Lihrnt)T, ~nd ~lro tt. "RcpubHcan/ .. vho ,vould 
ha \~c consid c: red t l 1 i_i;; book p~rticu b r 1y su j t;;:! bk for f u rt h c ring his objects. 
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J 6 5 1. \ it h:is sep:1r~tc titleJ signatures, and pagination) and is printed 
on different paper, ha,,..ing a cro,vn \vaterm::irk instc~d of the fleur-de-l1s-
,vatcr1nark of the rest of the book. Furthern1orc, ,vhHc the part titles 
in the rest of the volume have i1nprj11ts ,,rhich 1ncrcly state 'London, 
Printed in the ycarc 165 1 \ A rbort view has an i1nprint ,vhich reads: 
t:London~ Prjntcd by 1~Tjlliam Bcntlc31 , for '\\ 7i]lia1n Shears at the Bible 
in St. Pauls Church-yard. 1651 /, the rest of the title reading as \vhcn 
origina11y pu blishcd in 162 7- It is possible that copies of this edition 
,vere sold separately fro1n t~1e Cotto11i postb1n11n1 but copies so bound 
have not been traced., ~nd it is nlore like]y that Sheares n1ade some finan-
cial arrangement \vith Sei!e simi]ar to that ,vhich Andre,v Crooke made 
\Vlth Henry I-Icrrh1gn1a11 ,vhcn he ~dlo\vcd the latter to include his 
copyrighted p1-ays~ (;!aricillrt and T be prisouers'J in tlerringrnan's edition 
of Thomas Killigre,v's Couzedies, 1664. In any case., the Sbort view is 
}joked to the rest of the Cottoui jJOStbrnua by being listed at the end of 
the table of contents, verso J¼-, as' 16. The J,.,ifc and Raign of Henry the 
Third con1pilcd in a Critical! ,vay·., In I 67 2, and again in 1679, ,vhcn 
the second and third editions of the Cottoni postbu111a ,vcrc issued, 
apparently the publishers did not think it Vlorth their \vhilc to obtain 
the right to include the Short vic·w, for, although it js listed at the end 
of the contents in both editions., it ,vas not included in either. 

In 1661, Sheares reissued unso]d copies of his 1642 edition of the_ 
Cotton and Haylvctrd Histories, ,vjth a cancel title ,vhich repeats the 
1 642. tit1e except for spellings but has the j111prJnt 'London, Printed for 
"'''illian1 Sheares at the Bib]e in Bedford-street in Covent-Garden, 1661.' 

In 1675 I-Ienry l\1ortlock published an octavo edition of 1An ans\ver 
to such n1 oti ves as \Vere off er' d by ccrta in 1ni 1i tar y-1nen to Prince 
Henry, inciting him to affect ar1ns more than peace. fviade at his high-
ness con1n111.nd by Sr. Robert Cotton Earonet. VFith a sl1ort yie\v-of die 
lif c and reign of Henry· the third king of England., by the same author. 
The second edition, very much corrected, and a pref ace added Ly Sr4 
John Cotton Baronet. l'o 1vhich js annexed the French charit)r . . . 
J__.ondon, Printed for H·cnr}7 l\1orrlock, at the Phoenix in St. Paul's 
church-yard, and at the "\i\7hite I-Inrt in \~'csnninstcr-hall. 167 s' .1(; The 

ia In the Han'Rrd copy the prdi111in:1ry sheet is on thicker paper than the rc~t of 
the book ::ind may indicate a Cj nccl, for copic.~ ( c .g~, Librnry of Cong res~) occur \v ith 
the general titl c d tcd I 66 5, thong I 1 altered in pen to 167 s. Tl 1 c Fren c b c /:Jarity part 
title in all cop1cs 1s ci8.tcd 1665, bnt that d::i.tc 1nn~t bn :;:i.n crror 1 .1 ike thflt on the gener::11 
citl cs dated 1 66 5 t for l c nry Ji.in rtl oc k fa not knol 1i.'"n to have published before 1670 .. 
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· AnS'11Jer and the French cbaritJ' had been 5cvcral ti1nes published be°forc~ 
but this \Vas the first tin1c they· ,vcrc co1nbined ,v1th the Short view+ 
The preface and corrections hJ1' Sir John Cotton, Sir Robert's grandson: 
,vere applied to the A11s.-'"°er and not to the Sbort 'IJiewt-although it pre-
scn~ a rather better than usual text and is dated (~~pril 2 9, 1614~ for the 
first ti n1 e. · 

In r 679, Sheares bejng dead., sorne remaining copies of the 1642 edi-
ri on of the cotnbin ed Cotto 11 and Ha Y' ·vard Hts tori er \ltcrc rcissu cd ,vi th 
a cancel title., reading as the original except for the in1print ,vh i ch is 
'London, Printed, and arc to be sold b)T Peter Pilrker at the l ... eg and Star 
jn Cornhill~ against the Royal Exch:;i11ge., 1679." 

In the follo1:ving year, at the ·tin1e of the agitation for the Exclusion 
Act, the tract ,vas published t\vice-~ but neither tin1c under c:otton"5 
narue. John Y al den of Gray>s Inn pu blishcd an octavo edition of the 
Sbort view as his O\Vll ,vork, signed only· ,vith his initials,. and entitled it 
'Con1pendiun1 politicun1~ orJ the djsten1per.s of govcrnn1cnt, under'these 

The nobiiitic.s } + {ru1c . . 
nvo heads, Tl des1re of 1.b \\ 11th their proper rem-

1c CO111lll0ilS , l crcy. 
edies., in -a brief essay on the Jong re.jgn of JCing I-Ienry IIL By Ja ·~{_ of 
Graycs-Innc, esq; ___ . London, Printed for Robert C[l] ave] 4 .. + J 6~o.' 
Yalden dedicated it to 1~hon1as Stock of ·U phan1, Southan1pton,1 1 and 
,vatercd do,vn (:utton's tcxtl as,_ for cx::1.111plc., in his opening sentence, 
\vl1ich reads: 'Scarce ,vas that unfortunate Prince, King John., entornhed 
\,rithin the bo,ve]s of the Earth~ but the People, ,vegried \vith the Heavy 
b11rthens of his tin1e, but rnore especiall)7 ,vith the ]ingring Cala.rnities of 
Civj] Arn1s, and the aff rjghted fall of that Prince, their licentious and 
unhappy Sovereign;" but a1I n1en stood at gaze expecting the event of 
their long· desires .... ' In the original this reads: .c,,, earied ,vith the 
]ingring calan1ities of Civill .AJ.111cst and afrightcd at the sudden fall of 
a ]iccncious Sov·er:1igne., al1111en stood nt gaze cxpccdng the cucnt of 
their long desires .... J 

In the same year, 1680., a so1ne\vhat altered text 1\Tas published in 
quarto, dedicated to Charles II. It is ·anony1nous1 and in the onl)r copy 
examined, the Huntington 1 the title is :1 cancel. It reads .cA brief surve)r 
(historica] and political) of the life and reign of Henry the 111. l(ing of 
Eng]-and. Dedica·ted to his n1ost sacred n1a j esty .. J ... ondon, printed in the 

it The identific:i.tion of Yalden ,,·ith c.J r Y. of Gr~yes-Jnne, esq;" is lx1.sed upon u 
book of about the s,nne date, published by ,vnli1n1 Cadenu.n! in ,vhich Yalden 1s name 
is gi1Ten in full (Tenn c~1taloguesi It 451) I 
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year, 1080~' Pasted over the i1nprint in the Huntington) an<l apparently 
in other copies~ is a nc,v imprint ,vhich reads 'Printed for Jatnes ,, adc, 
~t the Cock and Sugar Loaf; near St. D unst~n ,s Church, in Fleet-street. 
I 680,/ 

fjnally, in 1681 a very 1nuch altered text \Vas pnbHshed, in quarto 7 

under the title ~A short vie,v of the reign of I{ing l-:Icnry III. She,ving 
the danger of the subjects 2rroganC) 7 J the 1nethods of great 1nen's rise 
and. f ::1.llings, the \Vrong the king -and his subjects suffer f ron1 evil coun~ \ 
selJors ... The King, having suffered thus much, ,vhen setled, ,vas more 
cautious. By Sir R. C. knight and baronet. London, prjnted for Rich~rd 
Jane,vay in Queens-head Alley in Patcr-noster Ro,v. I 681 r' This cor-
fU{Jt and so1nc,vhnt abbrcviaLcd edition ends the series of seventeenth-
century publications. 

In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries the tract \Vas reprinted at 
least four times, but then al,v'ays as an anti<-1uarian rcpri1it, not as an 
'cxarnplc.' Though the conflict benveen the Cro,vn and Parlian1cnt 
had 1argcl)~ been resolved and the jnstitution of responsible ministries 
\Vas in the process of being cstabHshed1 there \Vere times ,vhcn the king's 
advisors ,vcre nqt universally popular; )ret this pan1phlct ,vonld doubt~ 
less h:ave by that t~1ne sccn1cd far too indirect a 1ncans of con1n1cnting 
on con tern p orarj 7 affairs. 

'''J.LJ.lAi\-1 A. JACK.SON 
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