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Lamentatio discipuli perpetui

Lansing McLoskey

DITOR’S NOTE: When we approached the extremely creative thinker and

composer, Professor Lansing McLoskey, for a contribution to this volume, he

elected to send us the following composition, “found,” he claims, in the course
of his research on the mysterious and little-known Harmonice Musices Odhecaton Z
(Fabbricazionne Petrucci, CBMS.13). (Oddly, no one other that Professor McLoskey
seems to have ever seen Odhecaton Z.) Those familiar with various methods of the
musical transliteration of the alphabet may find “Eda Kuhn Loeb” somewhere in the
piece.

The motet was performed at the celebration of the Loeb Music Library’s soth
Anniversary on September 15, 2006 by a group of Music Department faculty and
students and staff members of the Music Library organized by Music Library staff
assistant and accomplished singer, Carolann Buff. We hope you will enjoy it here as
much as we did.
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A facsimile and transcription of the triple-texted motet Lamentatio discipuli
perpetui (anon.) from Harmonice Musices Odhecaton Z (Fabbricazionne Petrucci,
CBMS.13).

Though clearly a cantus firmus motet as evidenced in the Tenor part, I have not
yet been able to identify the ¢f melody; perhaps one of my distinguished colleagues at
Harvard would have better luck identifying the source.”

Texts and translations:

TENOR:
Cur nescire pudens praue quam discere malo? Why, perversely modest, do I prefer
Horace, Ars Poetica  to be ignorant than to learn?

CANTUS:

Alia via incedendum est iis, qui divitiarum Whoever is aflame with the desire
cupiditate incensi, aditum ad eas reperire for riches must take another path.
volunt.

Johann Joseph Fux, Gradus ad Parnassum?

BASSUS:

His amplius fili mi ne requiras faciendi plures  More than these, my son, require
libros nullus est finis frequensque meditatio not. Of making many books there
carnis adflictio est. is no end: and much study is an

Ecclesiastes 12: 12 affliction of the flesh.

73 The ¢f melody is somewhat peculiar: E-D-A-B-C-B-D-A-G-E-B. Hmmm...

74  This is from the passage where Aloysius (the Master) questions Josephus (the pupil) as to his
motivation for pursuing the study of music, in particular composition: “Forsan spe futurarum divitiarum,
rerumque familiarium copia ad amplectendum hujus vitae statum titillaris? Si ita res se habet, crede mihi,
muta consilium. Non enim Plutus, sed Apollo praeest Parnasso. Alia via incedendum est iis, qui divitiarum
cupiditate incensi, aditum ad eas reperire volunt.” [“Perhaps the hope of future riches and possessions induces
you to choose this life? If this is the base, believe me you must change your mind; not Plutus but Apollo
rules Parnassus. Whoever is aflame with the desire for riches must take another path.”] It's noteworthy that
Aloysius’ cynical inquiry and stern admonition were prompted by Josephus’ suspiciously sycophantic (or
perhaps just naive?) “Audivi enim a quodam Sene: Studium, voluptatem esse potius, quam laborem.” [“I once

heard a wise man say: Study is pleasure rather than a task.”|

Harvard Library Bulletin 87

Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. New Series Volume 18,
Number 1-2 (Spring-Summer 2007),



Lamentatio discipuli perpetui
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Transcription of Lamentatio discipuli perpetui
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Facsimile of the cover of Harmonice Musices Odhecaton Z (Fabbricazionne Petrucci, CBMS.13).

90 Golden Muse: The Loeb Music Library at 50

Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. New Series Volume 18,
Number 1-2 (Spring-Summer 2007),



Contributors

William Bares is a Ph.D. candidate in Ethnomusicology, Harvard University.
Jane A. Bernstein is the Austin Fletcher Professor of Music, Tufts University.

Paul Corneilson is the Managing Editor of Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach: The
Complete Works.

Michael Scott Cuthbert Ph.D. 06 is currently Visiting Assistant Professor of Music,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

Virginia Danielson is the Richard F French Librarian, Eda Kuhn Loeb Music
Library, Harvard University.

Robert J. Dennis is Curator of Recordings Collections at the Eda Kuhn Loeb Music
Library, Harvard University.

Philip Gossett is the Robert W. Reneker Distinguished Service Professor,
Department of Music and the College, University of Chicago.

Mary K. Hunter is the A. LeRoy Greason Professor of Music at Bowdoin College.

Sara Jobin A.B. 92 is a freelance composer in San Francisco where she has recently
conducted performances of Tosca, The Flying Dutchman, and Norma at the San
Francisco Opera.

Thomas E. Kelly is the Morton B. Knafel Professor of Music and Harvard College
Professor, Harvard University.

Lowell Lindgren Ph.D. '72 is Professor of Music, Massachusetts Institute of
Technology.

Charles S. Maier is the Leverett Saltonstall Professor of History, Harvard
University.

Lansing McLoskey is Assistant Professor, Frost School of Music, University of
Miami.

104 Golden Muse: The Loeb Music Library at 50

Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. New Series Volume 18,
Number 1-2 (Spring-Summer 2007),



Robert Mealy A.B. '85 directs the Harvard Baroque Chamber Orchestra and
serves as advisor to the Harvard Early Music Society; he also maintains a busy career
performing, recording, and touring with distinguished early music ensembles both

here and abroad.

Honey Meconi Ph.D. 86 is Director, Susan B. Anthony Institute for Gender
and Women’s Studies; Professor of Music, College Music Department; Professor of
Musicology, Eastman School of Music; University of Rochester.

Carol Oja is the William Powell Mason Professor of Music, Harvard University.
Jesse Rodin Ph.D. "o7 is Assistant Professor of Music, Stanford University.

Sandra P. Rosenblum is the Chair Emerita of the Department of Performing Arts,
Concord Academy.

Anne C. Schreffler Ph.D. '89 is the James Edward Dotson Professor of Music,
Harvard University.

David Schulenberg A.B. 76 is Professor of Music and Chair of the Music
Department, Wagner College.

Kay Kaufman Shelemay is the G. Gordon Watts Professor of Music and Professor
of African American Studies, Harvard University.

Gregory Smith Ph.D. 83 is Professor of Music History and Musicology, New
England Conservatory of Music.

ohn M. Ward is Professor of Music Emeritus, Harvard University.
/

Christoph Wolff is the Adams University Professor and the Curator of the Isham
Memorial Library, Harvard University.

Harvard Library Bulletin 105

Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. New Series Volume 18,
Number 1-2 (Spring-Summer 2007),



