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The Querela Pacis of Erasmus: 
Tl1e ''Lost'' French Tra11slation 

]alJ1es E. Jf7 alsh 

N the spring of 15 2 5 representatives of the Faculty of Theology 
of the U nivcrsity of Paris searched the rooms of Louis de Berquin, 
a n1an kno,vn to be nrd cnt in the cause of church ref or1n., and 

--discovered a quantity· of forbidden or suspect books by Luther~ 
l\ 1el2nc h th on 1 Car lstu d t, and others, a I ong , v ith French trans] a ti on s 
by· Bcrquin of four ,vorks of Eras1nu.s. Berquin had been in trouble 
,vith the Sorbonne t\vo years before, 2nd for the san1c reason. In 152 3 
ti 1 e in tcrv en ti on of Francis I in his bch a If had sufficed to sc t hi rn free 
after a short i111 prison n1 en t; 1 but in 1 5 2 5 Bcrq uin \Vas a .s ccond of~ 
fender., and his case ,vas correspondingly n1orc serious. Thjs tin1e~ too, 
ho,vcvcr t he managed to get hin1self relcr1scd, though only after a 
much longer im prisonn1ent and only· after IVI arguer ire d 'Angoulcmc 
had joined forces ,vith Francis I to jntervene for him .. But BcrquinJs 
convictions ,vere too deeply held for him to be able to restrain the 
ex prcssi on of th ern., and a f c ,v years la tcr he \ vas again in conflict , vi th 
the Sorbonne. Finally that po,vcrful body ,vas able to ,vork its ,vill., 
and Dcrquin ,vas burned at the stake in the place de Greve at Paris in 
April of 1529. 

E erg u in'~ story has been to 1 d in d et-a. il clse,v her c, and th ere is no 
need to repeat 1nore than this bare outline of it hcre .. 2 "\?\7hat I do ,vant 
to deg l ,vit h a 1 ittle more fully are these French translations of Eras-
n1us - or, n1ore prccisel}r, one of them~ found by· the inquisitors in 

.,_ See N~ lV' eiss., ULouis de Ucrquint ~on pre1nier proccs et sa retr;lctacion a~apres 
quolqucs docun1ents jnedits ( r 5:z 3 )t Bulletin de la Societe de l'bistoire du protesttln-
tisnte fr.l'nfais~ LXVII ( 1918), 162-183. 

::: Sec A-fttsee des protcstaJJJ' ce/ebres., II, pt. J (Paris-, l 81 i)! pp. 57-85; Journal d 1un 
bourgeofr de Paris sous le rcgne de Fran;.ofr pre'}}1ier (Pari~ 1854), pp. l77 .ff.1 378 
ff.;. P. S. Allen, Opur epinoliTruui Des. Errrrn:i Roterodrouil JI[ (Oxford., 1913), 505~ 
1\1.. i\ 1. PhiJHps~ Er a~ne et 1 es d €buts de la ref o nne fr11n;a ire { l':;i, ris1 193 3) 1 pp. n 3 . 
149· 

374 
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Berquin' s r.oon1s. Some of the necessary background is provided by 
the record .of the pro cc cdings of the F n cul ty· of ThcoI o gy in the 
r 52 5 seizure of Berquin's books and 1nanuscripts, quoted fron1 Leo-
pold D clis]e"s transcriptions 3 and from those of Chari es Duplessis 
D'.A.rgentre: 4 

[Delisle p. 3 78i art LXVIII] Die sahbati :x~ mensis maii \ 7cXXV1 audita rela-
tione finali de contcntis in -rribus Jibc11is F.,ras1ni in vulgare translatis, qui sunt 
Enconu u n1 1natritnonii, Brevj s a.d n101li tio d c mod o orandi ct Sy1n b olu n1, f ui t 
dictum quod, cum mu1ta in illis contineantur vcl in1pia vcl absurda vcl bonis 
moribus p erni ti osa a ut h ereti r.:a 9 n ul la ten us p ernii tti deb et ut im pri rn an tu r 
Parj si us sic trans1 a tajl sed g ll od 01n ni no de be.rent s u pprimit cun1 pias off c n d ant 
in 1nnltis a lll'CS; f ucran t a 11 tc1n j lli Ii b cl li per d otnin um 1·cgis in :s u prc1n a curia 
pro cu ra tore111 uni n1ag jsrror u111 Fa cul ta tis trad i ci 11 u t vid eret si po ssent sine 
p nricu lo i m prhn it quo d i I I et q nia vi di t rcrn gra vem~ non a usu.~ e.st d. efi n ire sine 
F a.c tati s con si li o; u n a c 1·cn1 ei prop osuera t di c p rin18 hu j us 1n cnsis 1n aii, q uc 
depu ta v·i t a] ios tres qui visi tarent etc .. :-et ref errent, u t d ic t L1n1 est,, etc. 

[De1isle p. 378!, art. LXIX] Die prhna mensis junii \'cXXV~ audita relntione 
fa eta per hon orand u1n nla gistr u n1 n ostru1n J acobu tn Berthe] c1ni <l c q u oda.1n 
libel1o in verna.cu]u1n versot inscripto pads~ cuj us: author in linguan1 
lati.nan1 fuit Erasmus1 quis autem fuerat interpres non constat ex titulo; post 
deliberationcm fuit dictum quod, ex quo ille Jihcllus rcfertus est crroribus,. nullo 
111odo m1 prinli de bet, scd, q u en1 adtn o d un1 d c no1nin a tis in prcced en ti a L"ticulo 
di ctu n1 est., d ep u ta ti d eben r. don1i no pnl cu ra to d regi s j n en rj a~ redden do re-
sp ons11 n 1, tradcre a rticu l os per\"ersos de 1 ibc] 1 o ipso ~xtractos, et di cere quo d 
Fa cul tas da 1nna. t Ii bc11 u1n ct di gn un1 fl a1n n1is j udica t 

[D]Argentre p, 40-4i] Deco.nus & Facultas Theologiae Patisiensis sapienrissi-
mis ju dj ci bus i a ca usa fid ci consti tuti s per r ego um Francia e sa] u tern. J..,u dovi ti 
de Iler qui o ]ibros & co dici lI os 8 d nos trn nsnu s• sti s, sapi c nti ssin1i j udi ccs, u t super 
his nostru1n ju dj ci u1n f err ctn us; & quid d c i]lis senci end un1 sj t cxplicarcm us. I rJis 
au te n1 in sp ectis & perp ens.is post mat a ran1 deliberation en1 censu ratn n ostra m 
ducimus apponend:1m modo sequenti. . 

Libri scquentcs per Era.sn1un1 Roterodatnurn con1positii & per Ludo,,jcum de 
B crqui n c Latino in anl Ga 1lica m trans] a ti vid clicct. 

Le Li vrc no mine D ecJara ti on des Lo uaA ges de mad age. 
Le Livre appelle Brieve admonition de la nianicre de prier~ 
Le Li V re j nti tu le., Le Syn1 b o] C d cs A p OtfCSr 

Le Li ~.rrc i nscri pt, La Con1plah1 te de J a Pai,.; par Erasm ei &c .. 

.a Leopold ]Jeli slel "N otj ce sur u n re gistre des proccs-Yer b au X d C I a Fa cul tc de 
theo~ogie de l)arfa pendant lcs annccs r 505-15 3 3 t .1Votices et extrnits des 1Juv1uscrits 
de la Bibliothcque natlonale et autrcs bibliotbeques~ XXXV'I (Parjs, 1899 )~ 315-408. 

• Charles Du Plessis o~Argontrc 1 Collectio judicionnn de 'IUJvir errorihur 1 II (P~ris, 
I 718) , 40--46. 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XVII, Number 4
(October 1969)

376 Harvard Library Bulletin 
Is:ti, inquarn, Lihri nuper per Facultaten1 fl'iernnt damnati proptcr crrorcs in 

eis contentos, quc1n:1d111odu1n per Dccreturn Facultatis: constat. ... 
Datu 1n in n ostn.1 Congr cgat..ionc a p u J Sor bona n 1 sc ptiI n a d ic l\1 arti i an no 

Domini I 5 i 5 [ I 5 2 6] . 
[Dell sle p. 3 7 9, a r tr LXXI V'"] Die vii cj us J err I n1 en sis niarcii anno prcd i ~to qui n-
gen tesin1 o XX\' 0 [ l526], congrcgata Facultate apu<l co11egiurn Sorbone per 
j U HI lTI enu1 ITI+ 

Et prim o, a udi ta. rela ti one domi n orun1 d cpu ta torum qui f u era n t con grc gati 
super qua 1 i fi ca ti on i bus propost don u n1 et J ibrorun1 a. d Fa.cul ta ce111 per d 01n in o s 
judices in causa fidei missorum contra Ludovicun1 de Herquin; audicis autc1n 
q u ali fie a ti oni bus die toru rn d cp utfttorutnt post rn a tu ra rn rlel i 1) era tionem 1 11 nan i mi 
conscnsu f uit dictun1 ct conc]usu1n (l ll o d p rcdic tc qu alificntion cs., q uc incl piu nt 
Ludovici de Berquin /;bros ct codlcJlos etc., paucis in11n11tatis, placebant Facul-
rati et eas approbavit. Et guia non omnes propositiones et 1ibri erant ornnino 
exped i ti, or din at un1 est quo d die lune seq uen ti i teru m per ju ram en tutn vo c aretu r 
F acu 1 tas ad perfi ciea d um et orn n i no tenn i nand um quo d resta t; et interj m di Ii~ 
gente.r et cxacte prcdicti dcputati pro hac matcria cum alii.s qui focrunt cis 
adjuncti, ut sccurius et 1nraturius on1nia. cxmninarcntur, vacarcnt ct intcndcrcnt 
i] li n ego ti o, sic 01nnfo. di sp osi ta csscn t ct prcpara ta ad ul ti n1 u1n ju d iciu m f crcn d utn 
die ut dictum est. Et ordinavit Facultas quod in ea fonna domirus judicibus 
trad crcn tur manu bid el li F acu ka tis si gnat~ u t rn ori s est. . 
[D'Argcntrc p. 41] Decanus & Fa.cultis Theologiae Padsiensis Mtpientissimis 
J udicib us j n Ca usis F id ei a sed e A p osto lie a per Reg nu n1 F ra nciae consti tut is 
Sal at c1n .. 

Cum paucis ante diebus super Jibris & codici1lis Ludovici de Bcrquin -ad nos 
ve.stro norninc tr211s1nissis nostr111n judiciu111 tulissenu1s; & inter ilJos invenirentur 
nonnullI Jibri Erasn10 Rotcrodamo ascripti, videlicet 1 Encon1ium matrimonii 1 

Sy1nbolun1 Apostolorumi QL1erimnnia pads & Bre\tis ndtnnnitio de n1ndo orn.ndi 
c La tin o in lingua m Ga Ui can l per pracf at urn L udovicum d c B crq uin transl a ti, 
& a no bj s nu per dam nati1 in f avorc1n Fid ei 1·eq u isisd s-., ut excerptas ex i l lis prop o-
si tiones propter quas illos danurnvcran-kus vobis una cum nostra censura com-
mun i c~ ren1 us : q nod :lCCJU u 1n esse & pi um a tten den tes f eciln us. l\-1atora i ta (_l u e 
praevia discussionc super i1jis,, ut seq uitur 1 censuirnus. 
"\'i'e sh~ll cxan1inc son1c of these propositiones later, but for the n10-

1ncnt let us skip to the conclusion of the Faculty's report: 
[ D • A rgen tre p. 46] Ha c i gi tu r sun t proposi ti on est pro pt er q uri s praescri ptos 
Li bros d anln-avi1n us, qu os di ctus L ud() v j cu s de Il crq u in in vcr nacu 1 n1n scnn oncn1 
transf.errc non d c bui t I n eq u e per i rn p rcssi one 111 pro1n ul g:irc, cun1 sin t Li bri i] Ii 
fern1cnto p]eni errorum & scandaloru1n, sc111inaria quoque & incentiva foediranun 
& viciornm co1nplcctann1r. D.atum in nostra Congrcgationc apud Sorhonam 12., 

l\1artii anno Doinini 15 2 5 I 152 6]. 
It ,vi 11 b c con v e ni en t to su 111n1 ar ize at this p oinc ,v hat is kno ,v n 

ah out these four F rtn ch translations of Erasmus.. F ron1 the ,vording 
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of the above documents jt is fairly clear that the Faculty ,vas dealing 
,vith 111anuscript~ not prjnted., copies; there ,vould have been little 
point in decreeing that the ,vorks in question should not be printed 
if the printing ,vcre already a f({it acco1npli. '''c kno\v~ ho,vcvcr~ 
that they ivere printed~ and -almost certainly after they had been con-
den1ncd in 1112.nuscript. It is 1nost unlike]y that the Faculty ,vould 
have rerurncd Bcrquin,s n1anuscript translations to him once they had 
got hold of the1n~ particularly· after h2ving suggested that thC)T ought 
to be burned. The; sirnple conclusion is that each of the ,vorks existed 
in 1norc than one 1nnnuscript copy, and frorn ,vhat ,ve kno\v of .sirnih1r 
cases, such a conclusion is quite justified. Rooks deemed likely to get 
their authors into troub]e ,vith estab]ished authority, civil or ccclc~ 
sinstic~l, \Vere conunonly passed around in n1anuscript for varying 
lengths of tin1e bcf ore a printer could be found ,villjng to undertake 
the risk of printing then1. Durh1g ~'llch a pre-publication period addi~ 
tional copies of tl1e manuscript \Vou]d be made to facjlitatc its reaching 
a ,vi dcr circle of rca d crs. It is , v ell kn o,v n, for ex ample~ rha t Erasm ui 
l ulius exclusus circulated jn 1nanuscdpt for a couple of years before it 
\ttas printed; and the only 1nanuscript no,v extant is not in the hand 
of Erasmus but in that of Bonifacius Amcrbach.~ · 

The three ,vorks dealt ,vith in the }i"aculty's deter1ui11atio of 20 l\1ay 
r 52 5 Declrnuation des louengcs de 1nariage, Brcf11e nd1nonitio11 de 
la 111a11icre de prier, and Le s-y1nbole des npostres - have survived in 
n single printed copy each, bound together in 2 tr-act volu1ne, in the 
librarJ 7 2.t the University of Geneva (present shclf-nun1bcr Bb 806) .. 
These ,vcre cxan1i ncd by Dr. f\ 1urga re t I\1 ann Phillips and discussed 
in her Erar1ue et /es debuts de la ref or1ue fra11faise.fl Also in the tract 
volu1nc is Lefevre d'Etaplc-s, :D'rcnch translation of the Ne\v Testa-
111ent, ,vhich has a colophon stating that it ,vas printed by Sin1on 
Du Bois at Paris in 152 5 .. A comparison of tJ•pes and orn~n1ent::l.l ini~ 
tials sho\VS that the three \Vorks of Era~111us ,vcrc issued by the san1e 
press th-at produced the Ne,v Tcst~nncnt. Si1non Du Bois is recorded 
as printing at Paris front l 5 2 5 to 15 29, front 1529 to 1534 at Alenfon, 
and he is kno,vn to have printed clandestinely for the }"rrench rc-
formers.1 

Erarnzi opusculnt ed. ·lv. IC Ferguson Cf he Hague! i 933) t p. 5 s .. 
ii O . p. CU,, pp. I J 1-r40, 
--:-See ~.i\.nn1c TricQrd1 ']..,a propag:.1ndc 6vangcliquc en France~ llimpri1neur Sin1on 

Du Bojs ( 152 5-15 3 4),'' Aspects de l~ propagrmde religieuse ( Gen.eva, 195 7) 1 pp. 1-3 7, 
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But \Vhat about the other ,vork, La co111plai11te de la Paix? The 

Itaculty· did not report on it until r June 152 51 ten days after the other 
three. The delay doubtless resulted mercl)7 fron1 a divi~,ion of labor, 
for the Quercia pacis is approximatcl y as long as the other three ,vorks 
con1bined. Dr. Phillips could ,vrite in r 9 3 3 only that she had not 
been ab]e to find a copy of Bcr9uin's French translation~ 8 ,vhilc Prof. 
Ja1nes Hutton in 1961 goes farther and says that ~~no copy of the 
French Querela Pncis is kno,vn to exist, if indeed the book ,vas 
printed/' 0 Dr~ Phillips ,viH doubtless rejoice to kno,v that the book 
docs indeed exist, and Professor H11tton ,vill surely not regret being 
proved ,vrong: a copy· of Ln cop/ainte de la Paix \Vas acquired by the 
Houghton Library at I-Iarvard in 1954 fron1 an English book dealer .. 10 

The failure of these t,vo scholars to discover the book is easily under-
stood, for it is exceedingly rare; only one other copy js at present 
recorded, and that an imperfect one, Jacking the last t,vo ]eaves, jn 
the Bih]iorhcguc Royalc at Brusse]s.11 

Since there is nothing in the book to idencif)T the translator; it ,vill 
be of interest to print, in triple colun1ns., the propositioues or objcc~ 
tionable passages singled out by the Faculty of Theology and recorded 
in the .0 ffi ci a 1 pro cecdings, 12 the p assa gcs in tl 1e I-Iarvar d copy of La 
co plain te de la Pa ix to ,v-h ich th C)T corrcs pond, and F_..:rasrn us' origin al 
text: 

PROPOSITIO I 
T ous C hretiens doi vent 
eue reli gieux: & ccc1 e-
sfo.sd q ues~ toutcsf ois ccux 
specfa ! cn1 cnt se vantent 
de rd j glon chretienne par 
titres, par Ycten1ens, & p~r 
cerern on i cs, lcsqu els on 
appcl!c communement 

' prctrcs. 

BQ p. Cl L, P· 1 3 1 + 

LA COi\1PLAINTE 
profession dice] le cobie 

q [uc] He soit commune a 
tous c hrestiens: lesq [ ue] 1 z 
doyuent tous cstr-c :rcH-
g ieux & ccclesfa.stiqu es. 
T outesf o is cetJ 1x specialle-
rn e nt sen Yantent par 
tiltre; pl r v~~timentz: ct 
par cerin1onirs. Qui sont 
con11n UilCI net appcll CZ 
pre.st (CS, 

QUEREJ~A PACIS 
H ni us professi o 1 icet sit 
Chri sr.ian o ru 1n o tnu inrn 

I • co 1nn1 u n 1 s~ ta rncn cam 1 sn 
p C:C u l i cl rj ter pron tentu r 
tjr u Io., cu 1 tu, c.ecernonii s, 
qui vu 1 go sa cerdotu 1n 
cogno 1nento con1 men cl an-
tu r. 

"Jarncs l-Iutton1 uErasmus and France: the propaganda for pe~cet Saidies in tbe 
Re~uiissttntf!\ \TIJI ( 196J ), 111. 

10 See plate I. 
n See Biblio(beca belgic.aJ 31! ~er., E i 333; tlie Ir1sciclc l'.onnuning an jr1compJere 

description of this hook :.:tpp-carcd in A prjl 195or 
J D' .. ~r gcntrc, o P+ cit+, pp. 45-46. 
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PROPOSITIO Tl 

Les pretres par long 
temps & par long ue usance 
sont devenus du no1nhre 
de.s gens prnf anes & sc cu~ 
l iers, & cc de pu is (]_ u 'ils 
ont comnlCllCC a a voir 
po~:i;:cs~j on de n1 enws 
choses q uc lcs sec ul icrs. 

PROPOSITIO III 
J e n'ai point encore 
tro 11 ve u n scu I n1onasterc; 
ql]i ne so.h infcctc de. 
d ebat~ & h-a in es in tcsti n.cs. 
Pa ix tr-ou ,1croit plu tot Heu 
en nrnriagc1 qu'~vcc ccnx, 
qui par tant de titrcs1 par 
ta nt d c sj gnc~J par tant de 

, . ccrcn1on1cs sc va ntcnt 
._:Pa voir p.arfrdtc Charite. 

PROPOSITIO IV 
S~int P .:tu l dit ctrc chose 
d cshon n&tc. & non a sonf-
f r fr.~ q' un Chrcd en pla i-
doyc con trc u n autrc 
Chretien. 

PROPOSITIO \T 
11 y a gran de diff ere n cc 
cntrc le J)icu des Juj(s 
& le Die ll d cs Ch rcticns. 
com bfon q uc de? sa a tu re 
c'cst lln Iheme Dfcu. 

PROPOSITIO ,,1 
Aux J uif s 6toit ltcitc 
de hair leu rs :enncuii~. 

i\1ais aulcun lcur pourroit 
ce pardoner; pour autant 
q u e par long tern ps ct par 
Jo gu e u san cc l cs prcstrcs 
snnt dcucnuz du n5brc 
d ES gc ns propha nes & 
scculier_f;;, l~t cc ,lcpuis 
q uilz ont co,ncn cc a s. u oir 
possessions d c n1csmes 
choses q uc ont J cs sc cu-
licrs. 

J enc ay pojnt trouue 
encores ung ~cul qoi nc 
soit fofcct de deb8:t:l ct 
hi yncs j ntcstincs . + Et 
tontcs f ois c nco res trou-
u cray ic plustost }jcu -ancc 
cuh:: q[ue] ie. nc fcroye 
nucc ceuk qui par tllnt 
de tiltrcs: par tant de 
sign cs: par tan t de ceri-
mon i e.~: sc van tent da uoj r 
pa rf a i etc ch~ r.itc+ 

s~ inc C pa ul dist cstre 
ch osc dcsh a nnc~c & no 
a suuffrfr quc ung chn:s-
tjcn p i~j doyc ~on trc u ng 
ft u l tr.a ch rcsticu. 

Carny a grande djfie-
rence entrc le dieu des 
jlJif Z, ct le dicu des 
Chrcstiens: cornbien que 
(1 c sa Jl atu re ccst u ng 
mesn1c dfou. 

Les iu.ifz ouyrcnt bjcn h. 
cl 3: I lg'. ueur & bruj t d cs tro-
pettes au mon t de Sin-a. 
Au son d esquelles leur 

V cru1n his q uoquc f o l"Si-

ta n jgnoscat ~liquis, quad 
longo ian1 usu, propcmo-
d un1 in prop 1 l~ norun1 
consord um a L icrunt~ post-
caq u nl ca dcm cu 111 i] Lis 
cocpcr u nt poss i dcrcT 

N ul I u~n .id h uc reperi 1 

q nod non in testinis o diis 
c in rgiis cssct inf cct um 

. .. Et t~men inter hos 
dti us contingat locus, 
q_ u a 1n in tc r cos~ c_t ui tot 
tituUs, tot ins ignibu s, tot 
ccresnoni is a bsol uta m 
c 11 a ri tatcn1 pro fitentur. 

Paulus ren1 non ferendam 
censer, (]UOd Chrjstianus 
] itiget -ad uersu s Christi-
~JllJ m. 

Per 1nul tlJ nl enin1 interest 
in c:er Tu daeoru n1 deum & 
Ch r j stiaoorutn dcu1nt . . ct1-anls1 su a p:c n:a tu ra 
u nus & id cn1 deus est+ 

Clangorcrn tu ha r un1 
au diere I u d-aei, q ujbus 
heHare perm iss.u m est. 
Hacc cong ruebant au s-
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PR OPOSJTIO \ 711 
N otrc Seigneur cxc l ut 
tous gens rich es du 
roy ~um e des cieux. 

PROPOSITJO \r111 

Jatnais les Tures ne 
cro i roi ent en rnxrc f oi, 
~/jls vo,roient cc qui y 
est. 

PROPOSITIO IX 
Les the ologic n s di sent 
qu e le Saint Esprit est 
infu s dcd ans k.s per-
so ri ncs par chacun sacre-
mcn t. Si ils d iscn t Yed-
tc, Oll est le principal 
cff et de cet esprk; c'cst 

• A a s,:a rou un mcmc cocu r 
& une meme ame? Si ce 
sont fables~ pourquoi fait-
on tant djhonncur a telles 
choses? 

PROPOSll'IO X 
Sn int P~ ul ne ve ut oiiir 
£:ntrc C: h retien s ces pa-
role~: Jc sui~ A poUon,, 
j c sui:; Ccphc, je _i:iuis 
Panlin~ jc sui.s. Sorhoniste, 
j e s u is Lutheri e:n1 co1nn1 c 
aujourd 1hui aucuns discnt~ 
j E .suis Cordelier, jc snis 
J 9: co bin, j e suis Bernardin, 
comn1e si c'etoit trop peu 
de dire, ;e suis Chretien: 
Clr il nc ·v eut point q uc 
J.C. qui conjoint toutes 
cl1os es sf).it div ise par not1s1 

con1rnc q u ~ils soient pin~s. 

H arvnrd Library Bulletin 
CStoit p crmh d C hiiltR. n er~ 
Tcbr, p [ TI.S] saiges leur 
COU cnoyet p,1 r Jesq uelz 
ku r es:loit J icite ha yr 
le u r.s en ne 1nys, 

11 c"c I ud tOlltCs gcs rich es 
du royaulmc des cieulz. 

Car i an1 a is ilz n c croy ront 
en n unrc f oy si lz voyent 
ce {J_ u i est entre c hrestiens. 

Les theol ogie ns di ent q ue 
J e sgin ct c.~pr it est iesu s 
[ ~i CJ dcdcs ] e.~ pcrso n nc~ 
par ch ::i.scfi sac re rnct+ Sil z 
d ict vcritc O ll e St 1-c pri n-
c i pal off cct de ccst esprit: 

• ccst assa u 01r u ng n1 r;;s.mc 
cuer & une m rsme am e~ Si 
se sont fab]es-: pnurquoy 
f aict ou 1sic] h1nt dhon-
ncur a tclics choses: 

Sa i ct Pol postre se dc-
da ign c douy r entre ch res~ 
tic fl s ccs p3 roll es: ie .suis 
A pol in I ie sui_~ Cephe, ie 
su is Paulin~ ic su is Ser-
b on iste1 ic suis Lcl1tbcricrt, 
Comrnc a uj ou n.1 h uy au 1-
cuns d ient J e suis Cord c: l-
ier1 ie .suis Jacobin, ic suis 
Bernardin, com me si 
ccstoit tro p p eu de di re. 
JG sui Chrestien. Car jl 
nc veuk point que J~su-
c h rist qui con ioin ct tott res. 
chnses soit di u ise p<J. r tel7, 
no lns en 111bien q u il z lcur 
soyent prop ices. 

picia, qu ibus f s era. t 
o dis.se ini n1ico s. °' 

Di ui tes o n1nes ex:c1 udit a 
regno caeloru1n. 

Nu nq u a.m hoc 111 i credent, 
si quod estJ p ersp i ciant 

0 T nu:sq ua n1 1n ag:1s saeuIIet 
qua m a pu d Chr istianos. 

Tot hodic S;l cra.m c.n tis: 
inf ll ncl i c~ clcstcm spirl tu 1n 
a ffirrna nt thco log l. Si 
uerum prae di cant~ u bi 
pe culiaris spir itu s. il li us 
e.ff ec t ns-:-cor u nu m & 
ani1na. unn'r Sjn fahn1ae 
sunt; cur t:intu tn )1 ono d s 
11 is ce re bus def cnur, 

Paulus A posto]u s in-
di gnatur u dire inter 
Chris tianos has u oces, 
Ego sum Apo11o, ego sum 
Ce ph a.e, ego so.in Pa u li1 . . . n cc 1 n p1a cog no nun a 
s:i nit seca ri Ch r j sturn 
o n1n i cone i l fan te rnT 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XVII, Number 4
(October 1969)

I I 
I • I 

ii ciiplat11te-, 
be to li)ai@lpcir era(me Jt]ouuet(t 

~~-;i!lmft tra6utte be CL1til) etJJfrifcops. 

11~~-
..::---........... 

,,. . 

. i • 

PL.ATE I 
LA COi\:IP LA] NTF.. DE LA PA IX 

( l 45 X I 00 n1n1.) 
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PLA'f£ II 
LE BREUJAlRE DES NOBLES 

( 1 3 5 x 9 5 mn1.) 
The Houghton Librn.ry 
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Tbe Querela Pacis of ErnS1n11s 
The above ,vjll make nvo things clc3f! first, th:1t ·the texts of the 

FacultyJs propositiones and of the corresponding passages in La co-
plaiute de lo Pnix are so nearly alike that there can be no doubt that 
they are based upon the snmc original~ i.e. the manuscript found in 
Eer<1uin,s rooms; and second, that the French translation in the pas-
s-ages (JU oted i sJ , vi th the exception of a short expansion in t1r opo si ti o 
X., f aithfu1 to the origjnal Latin. These conclusions agree exactly ,vith 
those of Dr. Phillips ,vith respect to the other three Bcrquin transla-
tions, ,vhich she con1p~rcd in a similar ,vay. 13 ,,,c have here, then, the 
n1issing fourth of the translations condemned by the Sorbonne in x 5z 5 .. 

It ren1ains to atten1pt to detcr1ninc \vhcrc and ,vhen La coplai11te 
de /rt Faix ,vas printed. Describing the French translations of Eras1nus, 
Antoine Du ,r crdier 14 lists-first "J...,a Con1plainte de 1a pa.ix cotcnant 
48. chapitres. [impr~ a l..ryon 8 °. s~ns <latte.'' "\\1hethcr he \Va~ speak~ 
ing from kno,vlcdge or fron1 tradition, Du ,r crdier ,vas corrcctt for 
it is certain that the 1-larvard and Brussels copies of }~a coplai11te de 
ltr. P aix ,vcrc pr intcd at Lyon+ T 3rpogra phica l evidence points unmis-
takably to ·Pjerre de· Vingle., a printer of that to,vn ,vho had been 
converted to the ideas of the reformers nnd ,vho 1 predictably enough~ 
got into tr ou b 1 e for holding th ctn. Pierre d c Vinglc, hi tll self the son 
of a printer~ married the daughter .of the ,veH-kno\vn l,yoncsc printer 
Claude Nourr}r in r 5 z 5, and the follo\vjng year he becan1e associated 
,vith his farhcr-jn-la,v's business. In 15 3 I he printed an edition of the 
Unio disside11tiUlJT of uHcrn1ann Ilodius/' perhap~ a pseudony1n for 
[Vlartin Butzcr 1 a ,vork that had just been condemned by the Sorbonne; 
and jn 153 z \ 1ingle ,v-as forced to leave Lyon for printing French 
N evt T cstan1ents.. H c ,vent first to Berne and then to G·cncva; by 
August of 1533 he had established a printing press at Neuchatel., ,vhere 
he printed a series of books during the next nvo y·ears .. He ,, .. as dead 
by- I 5 36.1~ 
. Pierre de , 1ing]e had probably been printing unorthodox books at 
Lyon for at least six yenrs before he ,·v11s forced to leave. On s No-
'ren1her I 5 3 2~ byr ,vhich tin1e \Tingle had left Lyon! Antoine Saunier1 
a S,viss protestant, ,vr ote to the ref ormcr Guillunme Fa.rel to tell hi1n 

I:i Sec note: 6. 
14 La bi bli ot beque dt A JJtolne D ll Verdier < Lyon, I 5 B 5)., p~ 2 64-
:;i.:; Sec 'fheophile Dufour~ Notice bibliographique sur le CatrcbiS11u! el hr confes-

jio,i def oi de Cnh.,in ( 1 J37) et sur les nutres lrvre.s iu1prin1er a Gen~ve et a bleuc:bdtel 
d(n1r for prcntiers teuips de fo refonne ( Geneva, I 878 )1 pp. 22.-67~ Julien Ilaudrier1 
llibliograpbie lyonnttise, 1:2, s.er. (Lyoni 19z 1 )t pp. 216-i t7, 
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that the \Taudois had· collected a su1n of 500 gold cro,vns ~#;for the 
printer/' i .. e. to help Vinglc set up n press to print the Bible in French~ 
and to :lsk that a selection of uthose French books of the bookseller 
Pierre'' be sent to him.1~ In the interval bet\veen leaving his press at 
Lyon and establishing one at Neuchatel \Tingle ,vas no doubt selling 
from ,vhat stock of his books he had been able to carry a,v-ay, ,vhich 
,vould account for his being referred to in this connection as a book~ 
seller rather than as a printer. 

Fortunately for the dating of La coplni11te de la Paix, the book itself 
presents us ,vith a tern1i11us post quern. The final nvo leaves contain 
Erasn1u s' letter of 2 Septen1 b er 1 5 2 7 to Char 1 es ,r and the En1 perort s 
reply dated I 3 December 15 27 (A.lien 187 3 and 1920 respectively). 
According to Al 1en, these nv o letters , v ere first printed in Spain in 
an edition. of three of the Colloquia in 15 z8; and even though Allen 
did not kno,v of their appearance in La coplainte de la Pnix1 he is 
probably· right,, for it js highly unlikely that a minor printer such as 
\ 7ingle should have got hold of unpublished ]etters of t,vo such im-
portant figures as Eras1nus and Charles V. \lingle"s edition of La 
cop]11i11te de la Paix could tl1cref ore not have appeared before the 
latter part of 15 2 8~ 

'~'hiic \ 1ingle doubtless took so111e typographic tnatcrial ,vith hi1n 
,vhen he left Ly·on, i~ is clear that much of ,vhat he had been accus-
tomed to using ,vas left behind because it belonged to his father-in-la,v 
Nourry. A totul of fifty-nvo decor~tivc \Voodcut initial letters occur 
in La coplaiute de ln Paix; of thcset fifteen arc identical ,vith an al-
phabet reproduced by Baudri er and d cscribed as having been designed 
by G. Leroy for use in a Bib]e printed by Jacques .i\1arcschal at Lyon 
in 1514; 1r nvo of them are in use by Claude Nourry in 15 30 and 
15 3 3; 18 and one of them is found in Le bre'"uiaire des nobles printed 
by Nourry 1s successor Pierre de Sainte- Lucie ab out 15 3 5 •1a Further-
m orc, this latter book contains on its title-page the identical ,voodcut 
that ,ve find on the title-page of La copJai11te de In Paix.t0 Sainte-Lucie 
issued nothing under his O\Vn irnprint until after he married Nourry)s 

ia A. L. Herininjard, Corr{:spondefnce des ref oruuHrurs da.11r Jes payi de langue 
franf~lise, ll (Geneva, 186S ), 45:2-455. 

1? Op. cit.~ I I. ser. (Lyon! 1914) ! pp. 394-397. 
1-~ B d . t. ( L ) 1' ! :I -nu ner~ op. cu.1 11. S1,;r. yonj 19i t 1 p. r 45 • 
ii A copy of this ,vork is in the l-1oughton Lillraxy (shclf-nu1nhcr •fC5.A too.-

B56op). 
:i::-Sec pbte II. 
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T be Q ucrela Pa cis of EraS1nus 
,vido,v in r 5 34, and he ,vas not., in any case, fron1 ,vhflt is kno,vn of 
his character, the kind of ma.11 ,vho ,-vould have prjntcd a book like 
La coplainte de la l1aix: he scen1s to 11ave been a. drnnkard., u ,Yife-
bcatcr, -and generally· disreputahle, and there js no record .of his c,Tcr 
having got jnro trouble for his religious vie,vs, if he had any.21 Nor 
is it likel}r thur Ch-tudc N ouIT)7 alone could have been responsible for 
printing La coplaiHte de la Pnix: ivhilc no doubt privy· to the un-
orthodox printing projects of 11is son-in-la,v~ he himself ,vas never 
censured for any· of thcmt even for the Unio dirsidentilnn, ,vhich 
contained Nourry·'s device~22 Vinglc's later career justifies the con-
clusion that in the Nourry·-\Tjngle partnership it ,vas Vingle \v·ho ,vas 
respo11sible for the clandestine pub1ications .. 

There is nnotl 1er F rcnch translation of a ,vork of Erasn1us that can 
be assigned to the press of Pierre de \Tjnglc: Encbiridio11 {ou 11-lnnuel) 
du cbeualier cbrestien .. This translation used to be attributed to Bcr-
9uin also, but Dr. Phil!ips., in a long and careful stylistic analysist has 
cast considerable doubt upon Berquin's authorship of it.23 ""fhere i~ 
no doubt, ho,vcver~ that , 7jngle printed the edition of ,vhich copies 
a.re preserved jn the British l\1uscum and in the Bib]iotheque Nationalc .. 
1'1. E. Droz hns sho\vn/~4 ,vith convincing typographic evidence, that 
the ,vork ,vas printed ,vith Nourry,s ty·pes by 1Tingle before he left 
L)ron in the early fall of 153 2. I have compared the British l\1useum 
cOp)7 of the Eucbiridiou ,Yith the H;trvard cop3T of JJa cop}(linte de In 
Paix and have found that the types a.nd several of the \Voodcut initials 
are identical jn the t'\vo ,vorks. I~\1rthern1orc., t,vo of these con1mon 
ini ti a 1 s sh o ,.-v ver}T similar breaks j n their outer ru} e b ord erst a fa ct that 
,vo uld indicate a fairly· cl osc tcn1 po nil re 1 n ti onshi p. ,v c sh all prob ab) y 
not be far \Vrong to conclude that La coplainte de la Paix \Vas printed 
at Lyon in 1531 or I 5 3 2 .. 

One slight bit of evidence might be adduced for an earlier datct 
but I <lo not think that it can be 1naintaincd. Erasn1us -and 
never 1net, but several letters passed benvccn thcn1/~ and Erasmus 

31. Baud tier! OJJT cit.t l-2+ scr~ (Lron., 192 I), PP· lj l-] 59· 
22 B~udricr 1 0/1. cit., J2. ~er. (l ,yu•ij i9i.t ), p. r47, 

l\-1. l\·1. Phi11ipsj t'Louis de Bcrqoin er l"Enchiri<lion' d'l:rasmc/' Revue du 
seizieu;e siede, X\ 1IU ( 193 r) 8St-I 03; !lee also her Entnne c-t lrr debuts de In refonne 
fra1lfaise, pp. 121~13 r. 

~, E. D.roz, ''Pjcrrc de \ 1ingle, Fi1nprin1eur de Ji"areJ," Aipe-cts de ](t prop::rgande 
religieuse ( Geneva, 1957) 1 pp. 3 S--jB. 

I!;!; AHen I 5 99t 1 69 z :t 048, .10661 :z 07 7. 
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kne, v that Berqu in had tra nsla tcd so1ne of his ,v ork.s. I n1 hued as l1c 
,vas ,vith the ideal of µ~Siv ayav, F,rasm us regarded the y·ounger m<J.n's 
] a ck of caution , 1;rith son1 c n1isgi vi n g and pr i va te1 y felt that E cr,quin 
had done hin1 and his cause little good by boldly· flouting tl1e Sor-
bonne.. One .of his letters of mid-July J 529 20 n1entions Berqnin's 
transl acion of the Q u ere la pn c is I but in ter1ns so vague that the ref er-
e nee ca.nn o t stand as a t er111 hnts ante q11 r:111 £ or the printed edition , vith 
'-Vhich 1ve are concerned. Speaking of a certain unlearned (and un-
identified) bishop ,vho had had no use for the natnc of Eras1nus, 
Erasn1us ,vrites that Bcrquin had given this prelate a copy of his 
French translation of the Qu erela pa cis ,vhereupo n the bis hop's ani-
mosity ,v~s nlitigated and began to change to feelings of friendship~ 
But the copy in question 1night very ,vell have been a n1anuscript, so 
that our previous su ggcstion of 1 5 3 I or J 5 3 2 for tl 1 e printing · of La 
coplainte de la l:)aix at l...ryon can prohabli stand. 

. . 
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On page 302 1 Jine lj, ~1Thonlas Bo1vlder'1 should be Thomas Ilo,vd]cr. 
On page 343, the note on Dr. Shiptonis rctirctnent should have stated that he 
,v:1s Director of the .A.lnerican A11tiquarJan Society from 1959 to 1967, ~vhc.n 
he ,vas succeed cd by 1\1 a rcus A. J\,f cCorison. 
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