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NOTES ON TI1E J~ARVARD _Lll3RARIES 
Rr-::T1Rr.\1 r:,..;:·r OF i\1 n. BRYANT 

DOUGLAS "'\\1• IlRYAN·l•, Director of the Harvard University Library, University 
Librarian"/ and Professor of Ilibliogrnphy, retjred on 30 J unc nfter i 7 ye~rs :.it 
Harvard. As reported Jll the preceding issue of these Notes, h1s successor as 
I) i rec tor is Oscar Hand] in, C·tr 1 H. Pf or:z.h e in 1 er U n1vc rsi t )' Prof csso r 

!Vlr. Bryant's career nt I-lnn'ard hegr.n in I 95 i ,vith his appojntrnent ns Ad-
ministrati vc Assist~nt Libradan in the Harvard College Lihniry. In 1956., the 
year after n·I r. _r\-1 ctcalfs retircn1cntt he bcc~n1e Assocjate Director of the 
I.J a rvard Uni versj c y l..i )n1 ry and .A ssocj a tc Lil, ra r1 an of 1-1 n rva rd Co lJ cgc. Li kc 
I{eycs l\-'letcalf, Paul Duck held the rlual rjtlc of Director anJ I .1hrnrian; ,vith his 
retirement in I 964 and the appointn1ent of Profess.or F~insod to succeed hirn ~s 
I) ire c tor, th c ::id rn in 1 stra t j vc organ i :ln t Ion \Vas c.: hanged) and .~•l'r. Il r yn n t, r. s Uni~ 
vers1ty Librarian 1 filled a nc,vly crcllted pos.ition in ,vhicht ~s specified by re-
vised University Stntutes, he shared lJ niversity-,vidc rcsponsjbilitics ,vjth the 
D j rector and ,va s t] 1c chi e.f exc cud vc officer of the ("'.,o] I egc Lib n1ry. B cf ore 
l\1cr1c Fainsod,.s untiincly death in February 197 2 it had been announced th-:1t he 
,vo tdd retire that su nu11 er a n<l 1-vo 1lld be s uccc cdc<l n:s D j re ctn r by "f,1 r. Brynn t. 

Any con1prchensive account of l\'lr. Bryant's achic,Ternents 3S a I-fan ... ard 
Library· adanjnistrator evidently ,vou ld have co jncludc a history of the Uni-
vcrstty Libral) ... for rnore than a quarter-century~ he ,vas the rjght-ha.nd man -
indccdt the partner- of the Dfrector through the ]nst three years of the 
i\1 ctcalf adn1inistracjon nnd throughout the seventeen yenn· of Professors Buck 
and Fainsod. A sun1n1ary I even if it is to be confined to recent years, n1ust in-
clude at k~st the f ollo,vjng puint5 -

Per.sounel: The ran king and appointment systcn1, for professional ljbrarjans, np-
proved hy the Council of Dc~ns in September 1972 and success[ ully installed 
during the foJJo-\ving year, is clearly a lnndn1ark. If one should not overlook 
the fact that many of the prjnciples on ,vhich this s:vstc1n is based had been 
formulated by the Personnel Progra,n of 1958, neither should one O\'cr1ook the 
major role that ~1 r. Bryant had in dcvelop1nent of that earlier prognun. I·Ic has 
consistent]y and successfully ,vorkcd to intpnJVC th~ c.1uaHt.y of the Library 
sta.ff1 and his role in selection of chief librarians of the graduate profe$sional 
schoo] faculties h8s been particularly sign,fi~ant. 

0 :rgan izati 011: E&a b] i shme nt of tl 1 c I-I~ rva rd University l.,i bra ria ns, A ssen1 b 1 y 
\Vjth the ·Prcsjdcnt of the Unjversity as its presiding officcr-t ~nd , 1.thh standing 
committees that report to it as ,vell as to the Director, "r:l; approved by the 
Council of Deans in A-1:irch HJ7 3; for the first dme all professional Jibrnrfons at 
Ha rv·a rd bee~• nc u 1emue rs of a f o 111ml o rg nizatio n ,v .it 11 n lee tings at ,vh ich 
they could consider problccns aff ccting the1n. In 19731 another organization,. 
w hie h h a.d been eve 11 vi ng si nee l 9 7 o, ,vas esta bl is:h e<l~ "\Vi th c lead y defined f u nc-
tio n sand membership. This is the Universjty Librat1:r Council, consistjng of the 

374 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXVII, Number 3 (July
1979)

"/\7 otes on t be 11 rJrvard Libraries 375 
Djrector ( as ·Chafrn1an) and the chief librarian of each faculty. A council of 
this son ,vas: essential if there ,vcrc to be an jntcHigendy coordjnated University 
Libn1ry ,vith frs o,vn personnel poljcy- 1 c::ip:ible of responding to the pressures 
for uniforrnity in b1bliogr:.1phical procticcs thnt cornc ,vith increa~ing depen-
dence on the computer+ 

Coile c ti o ns: Du ring the ye r1 r ,v hen J\1 r. Bry~ n t be(; am e D j rector, total exp en-
di tu res of the University Libr.1ry for books and period ica1s can1e to slightly 
]e5s than $:i 1000.,000. These expend iturcs grc.,v to $ 3 ,5701000 hy 1977-78) an 
average increase of $ 16olooo per year dllr1ng his a.dn1inistra.tion - Jess tha.n 
,vou ld ha,Tc been dcsirahlc jn vie·w· of the nT,Tages of inflarion, but enough to 
prevent serious ,vcakcning of the LiLniry's grent co]lections. Fe,v other rnajor 
research hbn1ries have been able to d-o nenr1y so ,~.rcll during these difficult years. 
At the srin1e tin1e~ jncreasing attention h:.1s been given to preserving ,vh~t Har-
vard h~s, and the current year has-brought a Federal grant of $ 3 S 3,000 for n1icro-
filrning to pres-erve and djs:sen1inatc copjcs of Library holdings that are -coo 
rare or too fragile to lend or, indeed, to surv·ivc continued use here at H:arv~rdr 

P:rocessing: Increasing use of Library of Congress cataloguing data 1 ,vith 
participation 111 the Ohio Co] legc Library Center and the CONSER { conversion 
of scri~ls) Project vlere factors leadi[lg to the cstablishn1cnt of a 0:3.ta Processing 
Dcparttncnt and to its reorgani7.~tion in r 976 as the Office for Systc1ns Planning 
and Research jn the H:1:rvard U r1iversity lAbr:iry. Related activities have in-
cluded the Con1p11ter-Assistcd .Processing Systcn1 and the jvlonograph C-at~logu-
1ng Support Serv1ce+ As I·Iar,•ard avails jcsclf n1orc and n1orc <Jf coniputcrizcd 
bibliograpl1ic data 1 it must substitute national standards and systems for the 
idios r ncr:1 tk p rac ti ces that long se rve<l it ,vell; nu1 n y units, in cl udj n g the 
'''idcncr Library, ha,~c adopted IJibrary of Congress cbssification 1 subject head-
ings1 and catalogujng standards during the past seven years. · 

Publicntio11s: A bih]iograplly of pul)lic~tions lly or ~bout the Harvard Library 
from 1972 to date ,vould run to 1norc than three hundred iten1s, including :some 
84 volumes of published catalogues, at least t\v·cnty-fi,·c bibliographical or his-
toric~l volu n1es., rn1d as n1any n1orc exhibition catalogues, son1c of thcnl in1por-
rant contributions to their subjects. In ~dd ition to c~taiognc.~, entire Hnrvard 
Library collections :ire no,v being pub]ished in mfr.;i·ofonn1 notably the Iuess 
Library at the Business Schnol. 

Buildings: The Pusey Lil~rary, opened jn 19761 is. the outstanding bricks-and-
1nort:1r n1onun1cnc of the Bryrint yc:1r~, and it is one to ,,;,rhich he devoted him-
self intensively from fund-raising through nrchitcctural pJanning to furnishing. 
0 ther major Ii bra ry construe t ion of 1·ecc n t ye a rs has inc I u d ccl the And ovcr-
Ha rvard Theological 1..-ibrary, the Count,vay Library· of ivlcdicjnc, the Gunnan 
Library of the Graduate Schoo] of Eclucation 1 the Frances L. Loeb Library of 
the Graduate School of -l)csign, an addition to the }Aa Kuhn Loeb T\·h1sic 
Library, the Scjcncc Center Library·, the Tozzcr Library of the Peabody 
J\-luseun1~ nnd the ,v olbach Library of the I-IaL"vard College Observatory. 

Libraries from Caljf ornia to i\·1ichigan to England had prov1ded the profes-
sional background that j\1r~ Bryant brought to I-Iarvard. A graduate of Stan-
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ford ond of the Schoo] of Library Science of the University of ~1ichigan, he 
had ,vorkcd flt the I-Joovcr J nstitution at Sranf ord, the \,;/illiani L. Clen1ents 
Library of the LTnivcrsity of i\-'lichigan, and the Detroit Public Library before 
s:cndng during the \:\1ar as Lieutenant Comn1inder, hcad1ng the Technical 
Infonnation Branch~ Enginccrjng J)ivision., Bureau of Aeronautics of the Navy 
Departtncnt. In r946 he beca1nc Assistant Lihrnrinn of the University of Cali-
fornia, Bcrkc1cy., and three years facer ,vent to London ~s J)irector of Libraries 
of the United States T nf ornH1tion Ser--v1ce. 

As 1night have been expected, and Jnternational JibraI}'" aITairs-,vcrc 
not ncg]ccted during his years at H arv~rd. He ,vas a 111e111ber of the United 
States I\Tationa] Con1mission for UNF.SCO ( 195 3-195 5 ), \ 7ice President of the 
International Federation of Library Associations ( 1952-1958)"! \Tice ,President 
of the Internationa:l Federation for Docu111et1tation ( 1956-r9 58) 1 a consultant 
to the fi'ord and Rockefeller Foundations: on Hbraries in Turkey and England, 
a ]ecturer ~nd consult0nt to Japanese lihrarjes ( 1963). consultant to the Institute 
for A nlericrin Studjes of the Free Univcn,itv in Tierlio and to the London School 
of r~onomics 1 Chainnan of the Intcma+lfrurn.I Relations Cou1rn1ttee of the 
American Lil,rary Association ( r 95 2-19 5 5), Prcsjdcnt of the Assnciation of 
Research Librari cs ( c 96 9--1970) after having served as -Chair 1nan of i rs Con1-
mi ttee on Sfavjc and East Europc::.n Stnd ics ( r 956-1959) and its Conunittee on 
P rcsc rvation of R esen re h Library J\ 1atcri als ( 1 9 60-, 967 ) , and Chai rn1a n of the 
Board of Dfrcctors of the Center for Research Libraries ( r 969-1970) A·Iote 
than six hundred volmnc-s of the book-fom1 N atio1111l Uniou Cnttllog, ,vhich 
began pub]icarjon in l 968 and is no,v nendng the end of the a]pha ber, are en-
during evjdence of the achicvcn1cnt of one of the many committees on ,vhich 
he served. 

FoHo,vjng his retirement! 1\-ir. Bryant ,viH be acti--vc as a trustee and executive 
director of a recently e.istablished organi:,;ation, The American Trust for thc-
British Library. The Trust has been founded ,vj th nvo principal purposes, th c 
first of ,vhich is to assist the Brfris-h Library in idcntif yjng and acqu1ring ma-
terials to filJ in the extensive gaps in its coHectjons of A.Jnerjcan publications. 
1'"hcsc gaps dovdopcd over the period fron1 roughly ·1880 to 1950; in sphe of 
thctn., the British Lihrary has long held by far the largest collections of 
A1ncr1can n1atcrfals outside the United State.,. Sccondt the Trust contemplates 
the institution in the British Library of a Center for .l\111crican Studies, ,vhich 
will prov]de superb co]Iettions- and facj]ities for sn1dents and scholjrs f ron1 both 
Brjtain and the Continent. 

J. BERNARD CoH EN ON THE BRYANT YEARS 

A·t Tl-Tl~ ANNUAL on,n-.,TF.R of the Board of Oversee.rs' Connnjttcc to \risit the Uni-
versity Library, on 20 AprH1 the speaker of the evening ,vas Professor I. 
Bern a rd Cohen, ,, icto r S. Thomas Pro fcssor of the History of Sc iencei who 
spoke of lla1"\,.a rd 1 s ind e btcdness to Dou gJa s \V. Bryant, the retiring D ircctor of 
the Un ivers~ty Li bra ry: 
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~{The Scottish histori~n~ Jonn I-Ii11 Burton once told an anecdote about the 

engineer John Brind]ey! 1vho in the 1760s had built over 3 65 n1iles of c~nals in 
Engbnd, jncluding the T'rcnt artd 1\iters-ey and the Ilridge,vateri linking l\1nn-
chester and LiverpooL Brjndley ,vas once being cx<Jn1incd by a cornn1jnec, 
,vhen one of the comm [ttee-mern bcrs: evjdently sorne,vhar provoked by 
Brindleyts abno.~t obse.ssive single-minded concern \Vith canals- asked him if 
he thought there ,vas any use for rivers~ Ilrindlcy pro1nptly rcplicd1- ''V csi to 
feed ,vater 1nto nnvigJbJc c:111:1ls/ Burton used this: story as a parable bout 
hook co llcctor!;. {If there he no other re,1•;pectc1blc function in ]ifc fnl fi11ed by 
the book coHcctor or book hunter/ he ,vrotei 'I \vould stcJnd up for d1c proposi-
tion that he is the feeder, provjdcd by nature for the preservation of literature 
from age to age by the accumufotion nntl preservation of librflries puhlic and 
private.' In words that apply "rjrh a singular aptness to the Harvard f"..oJ1cge 
Library, Burton set forth the prjncip]e-I quote again~ that ~A great library 
cannot be constructed - it .is the gro\\rth of ages/ Burton 1 incidental1y~ re-
ferred to the Harvard library; the only other university library that he n1cn-
tioned is the llodleianr I-Je noted that the Astor Library in Ne,v \ 7 ork contained 
aln1ost one hundred thous~nd volun1es; 1the next libraries in si7.e in A rner-ica,' he 
said 1 'arc the I-Iarvnrd, 1virh f ron1 eighty thouSBnd to ninety thousand; the 
Library· of Congress~ ,vhich ha~ fro1n sixty thoustt[ld to seventy thousand; and 
the Boston Athenae\ln1, ,vhich h~s ;1 bout sixty thousand+! 

"In rc~ding Ilurton, T ,v~~ pnrticuhirly in1pres~cd hy his discussion~ of the 
q u alitics of good H bra r fan. ~one Ji brar ia. n d Hf crs greatly f ron1 a not her/ he 
v.:rotc, 'nnd on this di ffei:ence "\l~jll often depend the entire utility of an in.~titu-
tton, and the 'i uestjon of ,vhether it .is ,,rorth keeping it open or closing its 
doors.' A EbrarJan ,vorrhy of the books ,vhich it is h1s function to oversee is 
}ike the poer 1 for [lie is born, not made.' Let n1e ql1ote hvo more sentences! {The 
usual testin1onies to (Jt1alificarion ~steadiness, so briety1 civjlity, intelligence, &c. 

n1:1.y all be up to the mark that ,vjJI constitute a first-cla~s bovk-kccpcr in the 
mercanti1 e sense of the tenn 1 ,v hi I e they are united in a very drc a ry· and hap] ess 
keeper of books. Such person ought to go to his t~sk ,,rjth son1cthi11g rot~Ily 
different from the jmpu]ses w·hich induce a rnan to sort dry goods or make up 
invojccs ,vjtl1 rlnincnt success.' In a word~ Burton sa\V that the best kind of 
Ii braria n mu st be :.l person ,vho 1 ilces boo ks, "\\'ho reads, vt ho has a sense of 
literary discriminationi and n1ay even be a collector himself. 

"A nvone ,vho has kno\"vn Doug Bryant at all jntin1atcly ,vjll be a11rare of the 
qunlitics he possesses to a high degree that ,vould have deHghted John Hill 
Burton. Of course 11c js trained in the dreary skills th::i.t Burton so a hhorrcd, hut 
for him these skills are hut means to an end~ and never the end itsc]f. Thus one 
of h j s constant lj bra ry idea lsi ,vcl l exp rcsscd in his 1 cad crshi p of the 11 arva rd 
Library systcnl, has been to sec to jt that the col]cctions enjoy a n1n-ximal use 
;ind that a1 l students and f acu I ry 1ncm bcrs and v isfrj n g sch o Jars may have the 
op po mtni ty to bro"'se an10 n g the books on th c:: sh cl vcs and to find works of 
i.vhich they should never have had any idea fron1 pdnted or card catalogues or 
ta~Uographics. His aim has been to guarantee the right to seek a1nong the 
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boo ks thcn1 scl vcs n d th us to b c led to fi c 1 ds' of rcscarc h and topics of enquiry 
that 111ay dctcn11inc course papcrsj honors theses, and even scholarly contribu-
tions. The Bryant in fl ucncc. is of ten a sub t 1 c on c: nor ah·va ys i1nn1ed jatel y 
o bYious, but a 111a j or force no net hclcss:. To n1ain ta in ~bro-\\."Sa b j 1 i ty / as .it is 
saidi there arc rjsks; it is safer and c~sicr to denv <J.cccss to the stacksJ or to limit ~-
such access. But tl1js separation of the user f ron1 the books is the kind of policy 
that Doug Bryant ,vou ldJ did, and does resist, because it goes so clircctly against 
his lm~ic Jibrary philosophy of maxi1niziag in e·very ,vay conceivable the d ircct 
access to cl 1c inf orn1 n t ion stored 1 n books, pcri od j c aJs :ind sed a ls. 111 o nog rap hst 
and pamphlets - and no,v in n1icrofonns. 

'~John Living-stun Lo\,'CS once ,vrntc on tbc .~ub jcct of rc~iding by exp::inding 
n pnrn ble ,\·hich he found in. (;oethe•s co1Yv-er.satjons \\"'1th Ecl~cnnann . - ,vhich 
( he rightly .i.;aid) ~con;;titute one of the rnost thought-provoking vohune.~ in 
the ,vor Id\ Goethe is reported to h:nTe said l"O Ecl{crn1ann: 'You kno,v~ Snul 
the son of J(ish ,vent oor one da ~r to find h1s: fa thee~ ris~cs. rind found a king-
don,.' Lo,ves had thls to sJy nbour tl,e pan:ible: ~For it i~ ,vhcn you nrc looking 
for one thing us you read it nrny be son1e utterly trivii1l :dT~lir - that ten to 
one you c.:0111e upon the unexpet:ted thiog, the big or thrilling thing.. ,1·hich 
opens up ne,v ,vorhls of possiLJlities. .!Host of our di.~covcrics - even 1 f a~ 
usunlly· hnppens 1 they :1re di~coverie.~ oniy to us - nre nrndc "\Vhen ,•le are hot 
on the trri.il <>f son ~cthing else.' 

'~ An<l that is the .secret of the 'perennial dd iglu] in using the Han"~rd Co Hege 
Libr:iry. To kno-,v that there arc nc,v shelves as yet not explored by you, to be 
hot on lhc Lra ii and lo be deflected as Lov;,•es said by son1ething else. sud-
denly and unexpectedly to cornc upon a n1onogr~ph or Look or ::irticlc that 
opens up a ,vholc .subject for study and learning and research+ l~lli~ cxcn1pli-
fi cs for nl c a g rc:1 tnc .~s of the T-I arv:.1 rd Co] le ge Li bra [}'. 

"To he gin ,,i.rjthi jts collection.~ :1.rc outstnndjng. The L1ur~ry is blessed ,vich 
a sl:iHed and devoted profcssioirnl staff ,vho select the books ;Jrtd get thcn1 on 
the shelves nnd then provjdc the public scrvk:es rh~t keep the books avail:a ble+ 
Everyone seen1s to ,vork in harmony and for the good of students and tem..::hers 
and resenrch scholars .. so thnt the needed l)ooks c1rc present in the system and 
::1lso find their ,vay into the readers' hands - this is like a constant mi rac]e to 
tnei and Jt could only he taking place under the ,vise and careful a<lministra~ 
tion of son1conc ,vith Doug Bryant's spcci~l qualities. For 1 need not tell the 
''istting Con1mittcc of the Library ho,v comple,-: a task it is to direct such an 
enterprise -and ho\v significant it has been to have had son1conc in the Director's 
Office ,v ho not only had the tee h n ica l competence to pcrf orn1 th is task super LI y, 
but the heart and humanity to ensure that the needs of the individual user \Vere 
not surrendered to the go~ l of 51n1ple efficiency or a n1indlcss technology. And 
it has not been a qui:ston of just ,,lidencI\ con1plex as that operatjon has bccon1e, 
but of ~H the Hbraries that make 1.1p the systern, fron1 far-off Counnvay in the 
~1edical School to great I·Ioughcon Library, presided over by sage and ski1fu1 
IlilI Ilond. 

ur1n not entirc]y sure ,vhy Gus Loring picked n1e to be the spc~kcr tonjghc 
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Po~sibly hecause he is rnvarc of 1ny double affectjon -for Doug Ilryant and 
for -our great librnry, and because my constant use of the J_.ihr~uy n1akes me a 
living record of its gro\vth and changes. But I stand here tonight not only as 
a scholat" and teacher who loves the Library and respects the extra.ordinary 
achievcrncnts of l)oug Ilr~y·anr1 but 1 on n1y-O\\'rt sn,nll scn]e, as a feUo,v Jibradan. 
1\s a frcslunnn in H ~rv:-ird College in 193 3, 1 \Vorked in the Library ;1s n1any 
undergr~iduarcs luive done. In l 9 3 ]i ns y(n1ng graduate student, I bccan1e 
the librarian in the Eliot I I ousc L1brary, n post that cnjbled n1c to be a graduate 
student in the rhcn-~is-ycr-uncrjc.d ne"'" field of l-Iistory of Sc1cncc. If I nrny be 
pcrrnitted another personal note, Hntv·ard had then just cstab1ishcd the Ph.D. 
jn Hi!Story of Science. the first sue h degree to be off crcd jn the U nitcd States 
and, j f I an1 nor mistaken, 3ny\vhcre in the ,vor1d. I ";ou1d like to be able to say 
thrit 1 an1 the first scholar to have obtaineJ n Ph.D. jn I-Iisrorv of Science~ but . 
it isn)t so. l ,va~ edged out by a f c1lo\v gradu~te student f rnm Turkey, v;ho 
is no\v Rector of the University of .Anknrj. But I an1 the f1 rst Amtricnn tu 
hold the degree. 

1' All of this is by ,vay of a personal prelude to the fact that, ,vhen l finally 
coin pl cted the require men ts for the d cg rec in 1947 after returning to graduate 
srudy when the \i\ 7ar ,vas over, the I-listory· of Science ,vas so ne,v a .field thnt 
there ,vcrc as yet no regular acade111ic or tc:ach•ng joh~. Keyes l'\'letcrilf~ ,vhun1 I 
had co111 c to kn ow ,v hen I v,/as lib rad an of EU ot H ousc, and in con nee tio n ,vi th 
v~ rious Hbrary problcrnsl then very J.:indly off crcd n1c :1 post in the ,:\ 7idcncr 
Libr~ry. His idea ,vas to bcgjn a series of positions in ,vhich scholars ,vou1d be-
come 1 i l )rarj ans and possibly g jvc scm • n ars for 1 >cgi nn i ag graduate students. I 
\V9S on the point of accepting this interesting post when the opportunity arose 
to pa rt ici pa tc j n the nc,v (i ene m 1 l ~du en tj on p rog ran1 and to teach the I~I istory 
of Science at 1-Iarv~rd. And so it m•ght Yel), \Vell hn1.te been the case that ,vhen 
Doug Bryant came to I-Iarvard in 1952 as Administrative Assistant Librarian in 
the Harvard College Libr~ry, I 1night have been ::i fello,v Ii brarian, in ,vhich 
capacity I ,votdd have been honored indeed to have Lecon1e one of his ]icuten~ 
ant~ ,vhcn he becan1e Unh 7crsicy Librarian. J\1 y fiervices1 ho,vever1 ".rere 
H1nitcd to bring only a 111en1bcr of tl1c Faculty I .. ibrary Committec 1 on ,vhich 
I have scn·cd ahnost continuous]y in Paul Buck's daysi durjng i\1crle Fainsod's 
administration as I )irectot~ an<l since I 971 under Doug Ilryanf s Directorship. 

uThcsc cjrcurnstances, perhapsi put inc in a better and more indmntc position 
than 1nost faculty 1ncmhers ,vould have for evaiuadng the achicve1ncnts: of the 
Bryant years. These rears span n Jong time, more than a quarter of n century 
- tt'i.-'e:n ty-seven extraordinary· yea rs wb ic h have ,v j tnessed great tni. nsf onn a-
rj o ns in the Library syste111. The n1ost ohvious chflngcs are cnshdned in bdck 
and n1ormr .. The Pusey LibraL"y is only the n1ost recent of these~ but it is the one 
to which Doug Ilryant devoted himself the n1ost, the one that most c1nbodics his 
entire crca ti vc cff o rt: in ni i sing the fund s1 in the architec tu ra l p I annj n g an cl de-
sign, and even .in choosing furnishings. Du t the complete list is an imp r es.s i ve 
onci inc]uding the Gutn1an Library of the Schoo] of E.duc::itjoni the Count\vay 
Librnry of i\1ledicine, the Frances L. Loeb Library at the Graduate Sc]looJ of 
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Dcs1gnt the Cabot Library ~t the Science Center, the Andover-Hrff\Tard 
~fhco1ogkal Librarr, the ~fozzcr Library at the Pe'1liod y l\ 1 useum1 r:.nd the 
vVolb:=i.ch Library at the Obscn 1atory. 

''As a user of the Library, I atn particularly ff\Vare of the neccss3ry, though 
painful, process of introducing into Y\Tjdener the Librnry of Congress c]assifica-
tion schen1c for all ue,v books, and the introduction of cornputcr-j.ssisted book 
process1ng. Unfortunatelyl this Jneans hvo catalogues ,vith <liITcrcnt subject-
headjngs~ r.nd a di,Tided collection. No longer can a scholar go to the shelf to 
search in one f11nlili:1T cntegory for- books he 1nuy need, but he has to use the 
catalognc ( or, rathcri t\vo separate catalogues) and t,vo ,videly scpnratcd col-
lections. This bHurcation of the col1ectlons has been n1~dc ncccss:1ry by the 
rising costs ~-·-• not 111ere l r reckoned in i rrfl ati on do 1 fo rs, but the g ro,v Ing ti n1e-
l a g benveen the ricquisition of a l}ook and the nlotncnt ,vhcn that book ,vould 
get on the shelf ~nd be nvaih1blc for our students. It is difficL1k for me to 
imagine h(l\l' tl1i~ upsetting transiljon could have been n1nde S(l sn1onthly ,vjth-
out the ,vise direction of Doug Hry·nnt. 

"The years during ,vhich Doug Bryant has be.en Dlrector of the lJnivcrsity 
Library haYe been beset by the gro-\.ving problems of inAation. \\;,hen he be-
can1e Ojrector in l 97 i the tota] expenditures of the U nivcrsity Library· for 
bool~s rind perio d1cals cnn1c to slightly ]ess than $2 ,000 1000. By fiscal 1977'""18 
th e~e expenditures h nd 1 Jc co rnc rn ore t l 1 ri n $ 3, 5 oo,o D{J, an average increc1 se of 
a ho u t g 2 5 o, ooo per yc:.1r. This c nonn ous s u 1n, g re.at as it sounds, \\~as1 in fact, 
not suffi dent to o if set the drastic effects of i nfl a ti on~ but it did p rev en r a scr ious 
deterioration of the queUty of the Libr~ry's superb collectjons. '"7' c arc told 
that 1Fe,v other major research Jihntries h~ve been able to do so ,vc11 during 
these dJffic:.:ulr years/~ But there hns not only hccn u continued gro"•th; there 
has also been n1ajor effort (no,v ,vith the f!icl of Federal funding) to preserve 
printed material that is djsintegrating :ind cannot stand further continued 
reading; such n1aterials arc no,v· bcjng microfilmed for use here at Harvnrd nnd 
for distrjbution to other libraries. 

"In preparing these remarks, I sought the help of men1lict.s of the Library 
staff, so that I ,vou]d be certain not to on1it any n1{l jor features of the Bryant 
years. One of my informants very \VjSi:cly retnarkcd that 'It js an a,veson1e task 
to try to do justice to the ,vork of n man ,vho 1norc often than not ,vorks be-
hind the scenes in behalf of the University Library/ Of l'.ourse 1 he hn5 had a 
great staff to ,vork ,vith hin1 in solving pro ble111s and in plnnning for the future, 
but there can be no doubt that hjs personal enthu~iasnl for ,vhat the I-Iarvard 
Library h~s stood forj stands for nu,v~ and -ought to stand for in the future, hns 
called forth nrnxima1 contributions f ron1 the staff at all levels~ I ndcc<l, a nrnjor 
f efltnrc of the Bryant years h:is been to n1akc sure that ~s the J .,ibrary 1novcs 
.into the ~gc of cornputcri::.r.ed inform~t~on processing~ there fire the necessary 
saf cgu~1rds to preserve the tn1di tion~I user bcndics ,vjrhout too n1uch Joss. 

• Qaoted from a report by Ed1-,dn E. ,, 7iHian1_i;:l ,;;vho also supplied the foregoing 
d3ta. 
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uAs I see it, the Ilrynnt years have been marked by an ever constant concern 
for the needs of the Library users - undergr:iduo.tc and graduate students, 
facuhy, Yisiting scholars 1 and ordinary readers fron1 the greater HanTard com-
1nunjty. Again nnd ag'1in I have been ,vjtncss to his adopting a path that made 
the job in son1c ,vays more diffi.cu]t for everyone concerned ,vith the running of 
the Library., but one \vhich protected the greatest u~e by students ~nd by 
scholars 1 ,vhose needs Doug Bry~nt nhvays put in the position of highest 
priority. 

"Looking back on the~c ycnrs, then, I sec hi~ rci1J contributions not in ne,v 
bui]c..i ings~ not in n e\\' con1putcrizcd f aci] itics, not even in n1:1intcnancc of the 
cxcc1lcnce of the collections, but rather in the spirit that he has infused through-
out the ,vholc J..,ibrrtry ~ysten1. I-1e has conccnlr~ted on n1:.1intaining and even 
increasing the greatness of a great r:cscarch 1ihn1ry so that it 111ay continue to 
serve the nc\\' generations of students and rc.sc:H"c b scho]ars to a high degree 
that is contjnually unbdievablc. Concerning this achieven1enr, I sh:~Jl con-
clude ,v1th a phr~sc of Horace., for I believe that Doug Bryant has 1naintaincd 
and continued to build for us a 111ou1nnent11111 11e.re pere11nius, a n1onun1cnt 
in<lcccJ 111ore Jnsting rhan brass or brjck ::ind stone or even books thcn~scivcs.'i 

R ET{H I:: l\ I El-i"T OF i\1 R. I ... QVETT 

No oTur.R LTilHAltTAN no,v on the staff of the University Library has been a 
mcn1bcr of the staff a~ Jong as H.obert "\i\l. Loven, Curator of j\•Innus.crjpts and 
Archives Jn the Baker Libr~ry of the H~nTard Graduate School of Business 
Administration, \\'ho ,vill retire in A ugu5t. A Hanrard grnduate of 193 5 ,vho 
earned his 1\1.i\. at I-Iarvard the next yc~r 1 i\1 r. Lovett can1c to the Harvard Uni-~-
vcrsity A n..::hives in 193 7 as an nssistant. His service there \Yas interrupted by 
three years in the United States . .-'\nny and hy summers at the Colnn1bta Uni-
vcrsity School of l .. ihr~ry Service, ,vhich ~nvarded hin1 a degree in 194-7. In 
195 3 he 111ovcd acros~ the Charles River to bcco1nc Head of the 1\-'lanuscripts 
J)jvision and Archivist at Il~kcr Library. For son1c Len years, from 1957 to 
1967, he also served part-tin1c at the Har·vard l\1edicai School, organizing its 
archival co11ection~ nnd helping to 111:akc plans for archival ,vork in the new 
Count\vay Library of l\1edicjne. 

Auteri can Ecouo,nic 1.1nd Business History lnf onuation Sources by i\'lr. 
Lovett ,vas published in r 971; he was a compiJer and editor of three tclitions of 
tl1c List of B11s-i~1ess A-f anu~cripts in Bnker I ..... ibrr,ry, and has: \\•rittcn many 
articles, inc]uding eleven contriLutions to -the HARVARD J .,1nRA"RY BuLLJ::.TIN~ In 
1958 he ,vas elected a Fcl1o\v of the Society of An1crican Archivists] ~nd he has 
been acthTc in affnirs of the Spccfol Libraries Association, haYjng senred as 
President of its Boston Chapter in 1954-1955. He has a]so been an officer of the 
Be vcrl y I-list ori cal Society I Dorchester liisto r ic n l Soc ic ty, A pp a be h ia n i\ 1 o u n-
ta.i n Club, Es~cx Insrin1te, JHerrin13c VaHcy Textile 1\luseun1~ and ]le:-1ding 
An ti q uarian Society. 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XXVII, Number 3 (July
1979)

I-I (ff·vard l_.i hrar v Bui l etin ..-

l\ 11T11 THE RETJREi'\ILNT of Charles H. Gredleri Assistant Libr.arfan for the Slav1c 
ColJections in the Hnrvr-trd College J.rihrary and Archibald C..'lry Coolidge 
Hjbliogrnphcr in the Harvnrd L1nivcrsity Library, the Library has hml to re-
concile: jt'iclf to tbc dcpilrturc of a 1nan w·ho devoted thirty rernarkab]y pro-
ductive years to building one of its greatest collections. As Paul Buck ,vrotc Jn 
1960, ~i-Sfavjc studies could not have forged ahead at the rapid pace of the past 
decade jf .Archibald c~r_v Cooltdge hnct nor anticipar~<l Facully needs br fifty 
years and built up rnnjor collections in the area at a tin1c "\\·hen only a handful 
of i\1nerican scholnrs ,verc prepared to use thcrn. It ,vould not Le easy to esti~ 
mate ho\v grc~tl y rhc Uni vcr.sity and the nation have benefited f ron1 his vLSLOn." 
l\10 one could ha vc c~rric-d 011 this cndeaYor n1ore succe.ssfully than 1\11 r. Grt<llcr, 
and his dcsjgnation (IS. CooJidgc Bib]iogn1pher in J 968 "a.Ii a <lcscr\TC<l recognition 
of outstmld tng ~lchicvcrnene1 \1i/a5 prirtlL:l.lhl rly ~rrrnpriatC~ 

J\·lr. Grcdkr"'s undergraduate ye~rs at Cornell ,verc interrupted by scnticc h1 
Lhc Air Force dl1rtng the ,\·n r, but he rcccivc-d his A.B. Lhcrc in r 949. c,u11e to 
I-Jarv'1rd rhe san1e year ~s R us~ian Cntnloguer, c1nd subsequently earned an i\I.S. 
fro111 the S1mn1ons Co liege School of Library Science. Since I 95 4, ,vhi le his 
title has changed as the org~ni1.~tion of the College Library has ch'-1ngedi he lrns 
been responsihlc for sclcction 1 acquisition, cataloguing, and specialized refer-
ence servjces of t be S1a vjc c0llcct!on jn I-Iarvjrd's central research library. 

1 'cn yc~n; ago 1 n·hcn he \\'rote an account of the Sb\'ic collections for the 
HAR,'ARD L1ERARY BULLET.EI\- (X\ 1II:4, October 19691 42.5-43 3), he could report 
that Sbvjc coHe:ctjons rhroughont the {Jnivcn;ity JJihrary included 5001000 

·volluncs - :.1pproxin1atelr 250,000 t1tlcs:i of \'\1hich 95,000 ,vere included in 
\\,-idener's Slav cla~sification. l\1r. Grcdlc r~s article ,r.T~ls published also as the 
Introduction to the four ,Tolun1cs of the 1Videner 13brary Shelfiist devoted to 
S ltr·i.-1i c I-! i story nn d Lite rntu res. 

l~hc size of the -collections has jncre~sed hy at le:-ist t\\'cruy-.fivc percent rh16ng 
the dcc:.1dc since this ,vas ,vrinen, but the gro,vth of ,~ljdcnerts Slavjc holding., 
js less surprfajng than the effic i-ency-,vjlh ,vhich i\·lr. Gredler nlanagcd that 
gro,vt h. S rat i st j ts of J i1 l ra ty operations - ,ToJ un1 cs cq n ired ..1n d c :i ta I ogu cd 
per cl pita,. etc. - '1 re srril.:-ing cvi[kncc that i\ol L Gredler's devotion to his \1'ork 
thorough! r inf cctcd th c en tire s rn ff of the Sb vk: Depa rtn l c ru. 

A PPOIKT i\ 1 r:NT oF DR. 01 .:i\ J s.-rE n 

r N SEPl'Ei\JTIER 1979 I-I ugh i\t Ohnsted "rill con1e to H~lY~lrd :JS I·Iead of the 
Slavjc ]Jcparn11cnt in the College Library. A grn.d uatc of th University of 
J\1inncsotas he e;trned n doctorate in Sbtvic l nnguagcs and liter'.ltnres at H ar,·ard 
and -r1n i\1.S. in l1hrary :science fron1 the Syracuse L1nivcrs1ty School of Inforn1a-
tio n Stud i cs; I 1c has ,vo r ke d j n the Harvard and Corne 1 I Uni ve rs it y 1 .ri brar i cs, 
and h:is taught nt several universities,. jncluding Cornell] 1\-1 .I.T ., -and Syracuse, 
~/lo;;t recently h~ l1r1s been associated ,\~ith rhe J)cpartnlcnt of l11ternation~l Con1-
n1unic=:-i.rjons and Culture in the State Unhlcrshy of Nelv York at Cortland) nnd 
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'l\7 otes 011 tbe Harvard j_..fbrnries 
he \\'as jn i1\:losco\\' on an exchange ptngrarn at the tin1e he ftcccptcd the invita-
tion to come to the Slavic I) o.p artrn e nt here. 

Dr. Oln1stcd 1 ,vho has also organized ~nd led sevcr:a] tours of the So·dct Union 
and served as guide and translator for nlany Soviet delegations and tourist 
groups in the United Statcs 1 is the author of a number of arrjclc.s and of Trans/a-
t ions a11d Trnuslating: A Selectrd Bibliogr.1pby of B ibliogrnpbic1s-; h1de;o:s,, aud 
Guidrs (Ilingh~nnon: State University of Ne\\" York at Binglrn.nlton, 197 5) 

Du1·it1g the interin1 bct,vccn ]dr. Grcdlcr's retirement in J\ilarch and Dr. 
Ohnstcd~s ~rrival in Septelnbcr~ the. Slavic .Dcp:irtrnent h~s been headed by 
Jelka P. Shcch:uli A~sistant Sfavic Librarian in the Co]kgc I..ibr~ry. 

FELLO\VSJIIP AKI) llESEAI1Cll GRANTS ),'OR L1BRARlANS 

Tnc RECIPir.KT of the third annual J)ouglas lV. Bryant Fello,vship to proinotc 
prof essi ona I d eve lo pn 1 en t and sc ho] arl y rcsea rch by I-I a nT:ard 1 i b rfl rians is Jan c 
Illock, \ 7isual Scrvjccs L.ibrarian in the Frances Loeb Library of the Graduate 
School of Design, ,vho ,vi11 \Vork on a 111onogr:;iph on Georges Lemn1eni the 
Belgian avant-garde a1tist. 

Four ~nvards have been 111adc f rcnn the Librarians• Rcscrarch F11nd1 ,vhich has 
been made availuble this year by the Corporation. Fa\lrzi .A.bdu]nn-:ak, Ar~bic 
Language Specialist in the ColJegc Ljbrary, \!/ill prepare :1 bjbiiography of 
Arabic liternry 1vorks produced in An1erica frotn J 886 to the present; l\·1nury 
Feld, ,Reference Librarfan in the l.rittauer Library, '\\"i]l study Ren-ais.sancc 
h unrn ni stn \Vi th re la ti on to the choice of texts by fi ftc en th-century print crs; 
Ilarbara Haber, Curator of Printed Books in the Schlesinger Libr~ry, ,vill extend 
her bib]iography, JIT0111eu in Au1e1'ica.· A Guide to Books~ 1963-19iJi to jn-
cludc ,vorks published sjncc 1975 j and Karin \Vennore, Circulation Assistant in 
the Tozzcr -Library~ ,viH pursue archival research in the history of An1erican 
psychology,. focusing on the ,vork of Jan1es i\1cCosh and Jan1cs 1\1l ark Il3ld,vin+ 
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CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS ISSUE 
1-Iuan Ah·IORY, Rrtrc Book Catnlogner in the I It1rvard College Library, is the 
author of a Colun1bia U niv·crsity d issertation 1 "La,v and the Stn1c::ture of Fie]d-• 
in g's No,·eJs.,U and of several articles, 1 ricludi ng contribt1tions to the January 
J 97 7 and April I 97 8 issues of the I--lARVARD I .... IDRARY IlvLLETJl\". Durjng c 980-81 
he \viJI p,1rs1le research on Fielding and otl1cr su bjccts as !t.1 unhy Fcllo,v at 
Cantbridge University. 

RALPH "\:\'. FRA'r-iKLIN'J \\ .. ho tc.nches at YV.hit,vorth College in Spokane. ,\ 1rote 
a disserrarion on E111ily Dickinson nt N0nh1.vcstern Ut11vrrsity, and his T be 
Editing of E1Hi/y Dickinson ,v~s published by the Uni \rersity of '\~/isconsin 
Press- in I 9 6 7. H c j s no ,v preparing a f ~csi n1i le cd ition of the D icki n,~on 
fascicles, \\1 hich \vilJ be pub]ishcd by the I-Ia..rv:lrd University· Press in 198"0. 

J\.f ASON H hJ\ r J\ 1 0N1 l., Po pc Profess.or of th c L-a tin La.n gua gc and Li teratu ret 
En:eritus, and Honorary Associate of l(iddand I-louse at Han 1 ard, is a member 
of the Harvard Clnss of 19i 5 and the author of n1any books and articles~ in-
cluding the contribution to thE July 1978 HARVARn L1nRARY IluLLET1N ,vhich 
he supple1nents in tl1is issue. 

P1r1L1P HOFER, Curator of Printing and Graphic Arts in the HanTard College 
Libra1)' 1 E'111eriurr~ has contrilJuted to ~eventeen previou~ iM>ne~ of the HARVllRD 

L,nnAuY Bur..1,.1;1·cN, n1ost recently in Janoary 1979. In July 1968 the BULLETIN 
pub]ishcd an article about hirn by P~tcr A. 1\ 1ick. 

L1::u i\1. KA 1s ut, Professor of Cla.ssica. l Stu di es at Loy o] a University of Chic a go i 
has contributed c di ti on s: of I-I arvard Latin o ra.ti ons to four prcv iou s. issues of 
the RuLLt'l'IN (January l973, July 1974, October l976, and October 1978) as 
\Veil as to several other period ic:a.ls. 

IlARTIAltA H_oTUXDOj Associate Prof ebsor of Engltsh at the State 1) niversity of 
r 

Ne,\' York nt Albany, ,vrote her dissertation at Syracuse University on 1\1:rs. 
J::uncs 'T. Fields:; she contri butcd "i\1nunt Au hurn Cern~tcry A Proper Boston 
Institution/~ to the J u]y l 974 HARVARD Lin RARY TiuLLETIN. 

i\1rkl'oN' i\·L Sr.ALTS, jH., Henry .. AT Pochmann Profe...~r of Rng1ish at the Uni-
versity of ,:\ 1is-con5in, is an author nnd editor; one of hi~ books, A1elville's 
Reading ( 1966) \Vas original1y scri1lizcd in tl1c BULLETIN., and the January 
197 8 issue included an artidc of his on l'delville. 

ELEAKOR A}t. Ti LTON,. Professor of English at Burnard Col le ge i is the author of 
Anifoble Autocrnt.~ A Biogrrr phy of Dr. Oliver rv endell H ohn~s ( 1947 ), and 
she edited T. F~ Currlels bibliography of Ho]mes (1953) ilS ,vell as The Can1~ 
bridge Edition of Ho]n1cs's Poetical TV or ks (Boston: Houghton J\1iffiin, i 97 5). 


