DIGITAL ACCESS o0 HARVARD
SCHOLARSHIP sr HARVARD LIBRARY

DASH.HARVARD.EDU

The Harvard B.A. degree diploma

Citation
Coakley, J. F. 2004. The Harvard B.A. degree diploma. Harvard Library Bulletin 14 (3), Fall
2003: 60.

Link
http://nrs.harvard.edu/urn-3:HUL.InstRepo0s:42669218

Terms of use

This article was downloaded from Harvard University’s DASH repository, and is made

available under the terms and conditions applicable to Other Posted Material (LAA), as set

forth at
https://harvardwiki.atlassian.net/wiki/external/NGY5NDE4ZjgzNTc5NDQzMGIzZWZhMGFIOWI2M2EwYTg

Accessibility

https://accessibility.huit.harvard.edu/digital-accessibility-policy

Share Your Story

The Harvard community has made this article openly available.
Please share how this access benefits youlSubmit a stary |



https://dash.harvard.edu/submit-story?publicationId=8232038e-2b81-465f-a8f2-a51d92b6f1ba

The Harvard B. A. Degree Diploma,
1813-2000

J. E. Coakley

he era of the printed degree diploma began at Harvard when the

Corporation ordered a hundred diplomas in time to confer on the

class of 1813. In ecarlier years, if a graduate wanted a diploma, an

engrosser had to write out the prescribed text for him, and he would
take the document to the President to be signed. The first printed diplomas fol-
lowed the look of these manuscript models. Since then, the diploma form has
been completely overhauled five times: in 1860, 1903, 1935, 1961, and 1962.
(There have been some more minor changes in between.) The history of these
successive new models is a study in changing typographical taste, printing tech-
nology, and Harvardian rhetoric. The designers Nathanael D. Gould in the
nineteenth century and Rudolf Ruzicka in the twentieth, have given Harvard
beautiful diplomas (1860 and 1962), although not all the other models have
been so distinguished. Printing has moved on from engraved plates to letter-
press to lithography, and most recently to the xerox process. The language of
the diplomas went through several belabored revisions in Latin—one of these
having the effect of briefly (1845-1859) removing “Harvard” from the head-
ing!—before changing to English in 1961.

All this history is recounted in The Harvard B.A. Degree Diploma, and it is illus-
trated with specimens of the six different diploma designs. The book comes in
a tray case, at the back of which are included the specimens, some from origi-
nal printings and two newly struck from old plates in the Archives.

The Harvard B.A. Degree Diploma was printed for the Harvard College Library
by the author at the Jericho Press. The printing is letterpress on Zerkall mould-
made paper, and the type is the elegant and rarely-seen Monotype Octavian.
The edition consists of fifty copies only, of which five are now for sale at $300
per copy (price includes shipping and handling).

Veritas Imprimata: The Typography of the Harvard Amns (Jericho Press 1994), by the
same author, is also for sale at $100 per copy (price includes shipping and handling).

Order from:
Librarian’s Office
Houghton Library of the Harvard College Library,
Harvard Yard, Cambridge, MA 02138.
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