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Among Harvard's Libraries 

ABOUT THIS ISSUE 

Kenneth E. Carpenter 

An editorial prediction: Elizabeth 
Vernon's statistical description of the 

Widener Library holdings and circulation 
will be one of the most studied articles to 
appear in recent years. It provides informa-
tion about matters of interest to us all. 

It should be noted, though, that the tables 
must be used with caution. Just to give one 
example, Table 4 shows 60,904 pre-1821 titles 
in Widener, and that could easily be con-
strued to mean that a small proportion of the 
collection is pre-1821 books. In actual fact, 
the Harvard College Library has a large num-
ber of pre-1821 books. Most are, however, 
part of the Houghton Library. Crucial to 
interpreting the statistics are the notes that Ms. 
Vernon has provided to each of the tables. 

Readers will generally wish for more infor-
mation, particularly, no doubt, comparative 
data. How, for instance, does the percentage 
of circulation of non-English books compare 
with circulation of non-English books in other 
institutions? Efforts have been made to obtain 
such information from the library literature, 
but it seems not to be available. 

Some intra-library data is also not avail-
able, perhaps most notably the number of 
times a book is consulted and then placed 
back on the shel£ Circulation reflects only 
one kind oflibrary use. Just as there are many 
types of reading, so are there many varieties 
of library use; and one variety of misinterpre-
tation would be to take that which can read-
ily be counted as more important than others, 
or to permit the countable to supplant co?-
sciousness of other uses. Perhaps these statis-
tics will actually serve as an antidote to that, 
for they might well stimulate investigation of 
library reading, just as there are those study-
ing the history of reading generally. 

Enough of caveats! Explore the tables, 
and, if you have observations or questions, 
particularly questions you would like 
to have answers to, feel free to contact 
Elizabeth Vernon (e-mail: vernon@fas. 
harvard.edu). 

THE AREA STUDIES COLLECTIONS IN THE 

CONTEXT OF THE HOLDINGS AND 

CIRCULATION OF WIDENER LIBRARY 

MONOGRAPHS IN ACADEMIC YEAR 

1996/J997 

Elizabeth Vernon 

T hanks to the retrospective conversion 
of the card catalogs, which is now 

completed, statistical information that was 
formerly unavailable can now be gathered. 
For the first time it is possible to learn 
exactly how many titles in the Harvard 
library collections match a specific set of 
characteristics, such as language, country, 
or date of publication. The HOLLIS 
reporting facilities provided by the 
University Library's Office for Informat10n 
Systems give librarians the tools to extract 
this and other important data. 

In the Area Studies Department 
Gudaica, Middle Eastern, and Sl~vic 
Divisions), we set out to assemble a stat1st1-
cal profile of our collections as part of an 
ongoing self-study. It soon became clear, 
though, that statistics about the Area 
Studies collections needed a context if they 
were to be meaningful, so statistics were 
then gathered on aspects of the Widener 
Library collections and use as a whole. 

The statistics confirmed what librarians 
in the Area Studies Department had long 
felt: Area Studies collections represent a 
significant portion of the holdings and cir-
culation activity of Widener Library. 
Holdings in Area Studies languages, for 
example, constituted over 19% of Widener 
holdings at the end of FY 97, and over 6% 
of Widener circulation of monograph titles 
in that year. For Widener Library mono-
graphs as a whole, almost 6% of the mono-
graphs held at the end of FY 97 circulated 
during that year. 

In interpreting these statistics, particular-
ly the use statistics, a couple of p~i~ts 
should be kept in mind. First the statistics 
represent only the books borrowed or 
charged to studies or stalls, not books con-
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sulted in the library but not charged. Thus, 
the use statistics represent only the mini-
mum use of the collection. 

Second, the use statistics presented here 
are given as a percentage of the total col-
lection, but, in fact, much in the library is 
non-circulating: books in the Reading 
Room, various kinds of reference works 
such as dictionaries and bibliographies in 
the stacks; books published before certain 
dates, i.e., pre-1821 books generally, and in 
the case of the Hebrew collection, most 
pre-1939 books, and fragile items restricted 
for preservation reasons. For example, in 
FY 97, almost 6% of the titles held by 
Widener were charged by a reader in that 
year. However, because of the limits on 
circulation, the percentage of use of the 
circulating collection is actually much 
higher than the percentage given here, 
although it is not possible to statistically 
determine how much higher. 

The following five tables provide a 
detailed breakdown of holdings and circula-
tion as of the end of Harvard's 1996/r997 
academic/fiscal year. Table 1 provides statis-
tics on Widener holdings and circulation for 
FY 97 for monographs in the vernacular lan-
guages handled by the Judaica, Middle 
Eastern, and Slavic Divisions of the Area 
Studies Department. Table 2 provides a 
detailed breakdown of Widener holdings and 
circulation by language-including the Area 
Studies languages. Tables 3 and 4 provide sta-
tistical information on holdings and circula-
tion by country of publication and date of 
publication. Table 5 provides a further break-
down of the circulation of books in different 
languages by categories of library users. 

TABLES 1-4: WIDENER MONOGRAPH 
HOLDINGS AND CIRCULATION - FY97 - BY 
AREA STUDIES LANGUAGE GROUPS/By LANG-
UAGE (ALL LANGUAGES)/BY COUNTRY OF 
PUBLICATION/By DATE OF PUBLICATION 

All four tables contain a similar data 
breakdown; an explanation follows about 
the headings used in each table, by column 
number: 

l [CATEGORY - AREA STUDIES LANGUAGE 
GROUPING, LANGUAGE, CoUNTR Y OF 
PUBLICATION, DATE OF PUBLICATION] 
The language, country, and date of 
publication were taken from coding in 
the bibliographic record. The language 
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3 

4 

5 

and country codes are established by 
the Library of Congress. For a variety 
of reasons, including accidental omis-
sion of the code, an "Unknown" cate-
gory exists. The languages included in 
the Area Studies groupings represent 
the vernacular (primarily non-Roman 
script) languages handled by the 
Judaica, Middle Eastern and Slavic 
Divisions; these Divisions also process 
Western-language materials related to 
these areas, but these are not included 
in these statistics. 

TITLES HELD AS OF END FY 9T 
This column contains the number of 
bibliographic records in HOLLIS for 
monographs held by Widener Library as 
of 30 June 1997, broken down respec-
tively by language, country, or date of 
publication, depending on the table. 
These figures do not include monograph 
titles held elsewhere in the Harvard 
College Library. Therefore Widener 
Library books transferred to Houghton 
Library are not included in these figures, 
but, those Widener Library books in the 
Harvard Depository are included in 
these figures. Note that the figures rep-
resent titles, not volumes; it is not cur-
rently possible to generate statistical 
figures on numbers of volumes. 

% OF TOTAL TITLES HELD: 
This column expresses the number of 
monograph titles in Column 2 (broken 
down by Area Studies language group-
ing, language, country, or date of publi-
cation) as a percentage of the total 
number of monograph titles held as of 
the end of FY 97. 

TITLES CIRC FY 9T 
This column contains the number of 
titles which were borrowed by readers 
from Widener Library, or charged by 
readers to Widener (or Pusey) Library 
studies or carrels, from 1 July 1996 to 30 
June 1997. Circulation charges for library 
functions--such as to the bindery-were 
excluded from the total. 

----------

% OF TOTAL TITLES Cill._C FY97: 
This column expresses the number of 
monograph title circulation charges in 
Column 4 (broken down by language, 
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country, or date of publication) as a 
percentage of the total number of 
monograph title circulation charges as 
of the end of FY 97. 

6 TITLES Cil'l.C AS % OF TITLES HELD 
BY [LANGUAGE/CouNTRYIDATE OF 
PUBLICATION] 
This column expresses the number of 
monograph title circulation charges m 
Column 4 (broken down by language, 
country, or date of publication) as a 
percentage of the total number of 
monograph titles held (by language, 
country, or date of publication) listed in 
Column 2. This figure gives an indica-
tion of the degree of use of material in 
particular languages ( or published in 
particular countries, or in particular 
time periods). 

7 ITEMS CIRC FY 97: 
This column contains the number of 
items circulated from Widener in 
FY 97. This figure is higher than that of 
titles circulated because a) there may be 
several volumes of a single title that cir-
culated, b) there may be several copies 
of a single title that circulated, and c) a 
single title may have circulated more 
than once during the year. 

8 % OF TOTAL ITEMS CrRC FY97: 
This column expresses the number of 
monograph item circulation charges in 
Column 7 (broken down by language, 
country, or date of publication) as a 
percentage of the total number of 
monograph item circulation charges as 
of the end of FY 97. 

9 TITLES PUB 1993-1997 HELD AS OF 
END FY9T 
This column contains the number of 
bibliographic records in HOLLIS for 
recently-published monographs held by 
Widener Library as of 30 June 1997, 
broken down respectively by language, 
country, and date of publication (i.e., 
those published in the last five years). 
This figure helps give a picture of the 
nature of Widener Library's current 
acquisitions. Because 1997 is not yet 
over, and because some foreign mono-
graphs arrive a relatively long time after 
publication, the holdings and circula-

tion figures for 1996 and I 997 are lower 
than those for 1993, 1994, and 1995, 
which show an upward progression. 

rn % OF TITLES PuB 1993-1997 HELn: 
This column expresses the number of 
monograph titles in Column 9 (broken 
down by language, country, or date of 
publication) as a percentage of the 
number of monograph titles published 
1993-1997 held as of the end ofFY97. 

l I % OF TOTAL TITLES HELD: 
This column expresses the number of 
monograph titles in Column 9 (broken 
down by language, country, or date of 
publication) as a percentage of the total 
number of monograph titles held as of 
the end of FY 97. This figure helps give 
an indication of the significance of cur-
rent acquisitions within the context of 
the collection as a whole. 

12 TITLES Puu 1993-1997 CIRc FY97 
This column contains the number of 
titles published 1993-1997 which were 
borrowed by readers from Widener 
Library, or charged by readers to 
Widener (or Pusey) Library studies or 
carrels, from I July 1996 to 30 June 
1997. Circulation charges for library 
functions-such as to the bindery-
were excluded from the total. 

13 TITLES Puu 1993-1997 AS% OF TITLES 
CrRc FY97 
This column expresses the number of 
monograph title circulation charges in 
Column 12 for titles published 1993-
1997 (broken down by language, 
country, or date of publication) as a 
percentage of the total number of 
monograph title circulation charges as 
of the end of FY 97. 

14 ITEMS Puu 1993-1997 CIRC FY97 
This column contains the number of 
items published 1993-1997 which cir-
culated from Widener Library by 
library patrons from 1 July I 996 to 3 o 
June 1997. 

1 5 ITEMS PuB 199 3-1997 As % OF TITLES 
CIRC FY97 
This column expresses the number of 
monograph title circulation charges in 

5 
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Column 14 for items published 1993-
1997 (broken down by language, 
country, or date of publication) as a 
percentage of the total number of 
monograph item circulation charges 
as of the end of FY 97. 

NoTE: the totals in columns 4 and 6 for 
Total Titles Circulated and Total Items 
Circulated do not include those circulation 
charges that for technical reasons did not 
have the bibliographic data available for 
reporting purposes (including circulation 
charges on item records attached to records 
merged during the year, and circulation 
charges on outstanding unlinked item 
records). Some 8,740 circulation item 
charges were therefore not available, 
accounting for less than 2.5 percent of 
items circulated, and approximately the 
same percentage of titles circulated. (This 
includes circulation charges on item 
records attached to records merged during 
the year, and circulation charges on out-
standing unlinked item records.) 

TABLE l - AREA STUDIES LANGUAGES 
MONOGRAPH HOLDINGS AND 
CIRCULATION FY97 

This table provides a summary of the 
holdings and circulation data for the 
vernacular languages handled by the 
three Divisions Qudaica, Middle 
Eastern, and Slavic) of the Area Studies 
Department. The data in this table is an 
extract from Table 2, which contains 
a breakdown of the holdings and circu-
lation of Widener monographs in all 
languages. 

TABLE 2 - WIDENER MONOGRAPH 
HOLDINGS AND CIRCULATION - FY97 -
BY LANGUAGE 

The language categories are taken 
from the Library of Congress language 
codes used in the online (USMARC) 
bibliographic record. Languages with 
over .25% of Widener's monograph titles 
holdings were individually listed, with the 
remaining being combined in "Other." 

Twenty-seven languages consti-
tute 96.67% of Widener's holdings, 
with another 280 language codes 
constituting 2.78% of holdings, and 
items with language unknown (see 

explanation above) another .45%. 
Only 12 languages had greater than 
1% of Widener's holdings, consti-
tuting 87.73% of holdings. 

It is perhaps not surprising that 
English-language items, while repre-
senting approximately 36% of titles held 
in FY 97, account for almost 77% of 
titles circulated and almost So% of items 
circulated in that year. 

TABLE 3 - COUNTRY OF PUBLICATION 
The country categories are based 

on the Library of Congress country 
codes used in the online (USMARC) 
bibliographic record. Countries with 
greater than . 5% of Widener holdings 
are listed individually, with the rest 
grouped geographically. 

Some country names represent the 
combination of data from more than 
one country code: a) for the United 
States, and United Kingdom, for 
which there are multiple country 
codes for smaller geographic subdivi-
sions-such as codes for each U.S. 
state; b) for countries, such as those of 
the former Soviet Union, where the 
country code has changed, and there 
are records in the database with both 
the old and new country codes; c) for 
countries in Eastern Europe which 
have recently split-Czechoslovakia 
and Yugoslavia-for which most of 
the bibliographic records have the old 
unified country code and some have 
the new country codes; d) for geo-
graphic groupings including countries 
with less than .5% of holdings (such as 
"Other Western Europe"). 

Thirty-nine countries constitute 
84.83% of Widener's holdings, 8 larger 
geographic groupings constitute anoth-
er 5.62%, and titles with country 
unknown (see explanation above) 
another 9.55%. Only 15 countries had 
greater than 1% of Widener's holdings, 
constituting 70.06% of holdings. 

TABLE 4 - DATE OF PUBLICATION 
The date categories are summaries of 

the date of publication coding taken 
from the online (USMARC) biblio-
graphic record. 

The statistics for the holdings of 
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Widener for the "Pre-1821" years are 
rather low (only 1.64% of holdings) 
because of a Widener project to transfer 
most pre-1821 imprints to the Harvard 
Depository under the jurisdiction of 
Houghton Library; these titles would 
therefore be statistically retrievable with 
Houghton holdings, rather than 
Widener holdings. 

More recent publications circulate 
at a significantly higher rate than 
earlier publications. For example, 
publications of the past IO years 
constitute 19.82% of holdings, but 
3 8. 5 5% of titles circulated, and 41.49% 
of items circulated. Titles published 
in the last 50 years constitute 6 5. 1 8% 
of holdings, but 86. 11% of titles circu-
lated, and 87.69% of items circulated. 

TABLE 5 - WIDENER CIRCULATION OF 
MONOGRAPH ITEMS - FY97 - BY 
PATRON CATEGORY AND LANGUAGE 

In this table, the figures for the cir-
culation of monograph items by lan-
guage (column 7 in Table 2) are further 
broken down by patron category. 
(Note: there is a slight difference in the 
circulation totals between Tables 2 and 
5; these two tables were based on 
reports at two separate times, and for 

technical reasons 30 of the titles which 
were reportable for the first report were 
not reportable for the second report.) 

Patron category codes from the 
patron record were grouped as follows: 
Undergraduate Students, Faculty, Grad-
uate Students, Officers & Staff, Studies 
& Stalls, Extension & Summer Students. 
(These patron category groupings are 
listed in the order of the percentage they 
represented of Widener Library circula-
tion in FY97.) The languages are dis-
played in the same order as in Table 2, 
in the order of the size of their holdings. 

Interestingly, Undergraduate Students 
represented the category with the largest 
percentage of Widener's monograph 
circulation in FY97, with over 24% of 
total items circulated. The next largest 
category was Faculty, with over 20%. 
(Note: 6.88% of the item charges were 
to the category "Studies & Stalls," 
which could represent faculty, graduate 
students, or other categories.) The cate-
gory "Special Borrowers" includes a 
variety of patron types, including visit-
ing fellows without a Harvard corpora-
tion appointment, spouses of officers, 
alumni, MIT and WGBH affiliates, and 
scholars from other institutions who 
have obtained borrowing privileges. 

7 
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TABLE I - AREA STUDIES LANGUAGES MONOGRAPH HOLDINGS AND CIRCULATION - FY97 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) 

Titles Circ 
Titles Held % ofTotal Titles % ofTotal as% ofTitles Items <¾J of 

as of Titles Circ Titles Held by Lang Circ Total Items 
End FY97 Held FY97 Circ FY97 as of End FY97 FY97 Circ in FY97 

Judaica 125,960 3.38% 2,670 1.20% 2.12% 3,398 1.06% 
Middle Eastern 176,940 4.75% 4,731 2.12% 2.67% 5,980 1.87% 

Slavic 417,045 11.20% 6,292 2.82% 1.51% 8,107 2.54% 
Total 719,945 19.33% 13,693 6.14% 1.90% 17,485 5.48% 

TABLE 2 - WIDENER MONOGRAPH HOLDINGS AND CIRCULATION - FY97 - BY LANGUAGE 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) 
Titles Circ 

Titles Held % ofTotal Titles % ofTotal as r¼i ofTitles Items % of 
a-; of Titles Circ Titles Held by Lang Circ Total Items 

End FY97 Held FY97 Circ FY97 as of End FY97 FY97 Circ in FY97 

English 1,337,078 35.90% 171,749 76.99% 12.85% 254,697 79.79% 
German 555,835 14.92% 10,383 4.65% 1.87% 12,712 3.98% 

French 355,351 9.54% 10,808 4.84% 3.04% 13,746 4.31% 
Russian 228,923 6.15% 4,208 1.89% 1.84% 5,634 1.76% 
Spanish 225,167 6.04% 8,214 3.68% 3.65% 10,193 3.19% 

Italian 187,006 5.02% 3,685 1.65% 1.97% 4,493 1.41% 
Hebrew 110,358 2.96% 2,502 1.12% 2.27% 3,192 1.00% 

Arabic 95,786 2.57% 2,190 0.98% 2.29% 2,798 0.88% 
Dutch 59,497 1.60% 288 0.13% 0.48% 346 0.11% 

Portuguese 57,870 1.55% 944 0.42% 1.63% 1,108 0.35% 
Polish 55,009 1.48% 1,041 0.47% 1.89% 1,216 0.38% 

Swedish 36,690 0.99% 323 0.14% 0.88% 364 0.11% 
Latin 32,247 0.87% 770 0.35% 2.39% 1,177 0.37% 

Czech 30,765 0.83% 185 0.08% 0.60% 198 0.06% 
Ukrainian 28,773 0.77% 361 0.16% 1.25% 453 0.14% 

Serbo-Croatian 25,629 0.69% 284 0.13% 1.11 % 356 0.11% 
Danish 23,838 0.64% 104 0.05% 0.44% 131 0.04% 
Turkish 21,508 0.58% 1,136 0.51% 5.28% 1,436 0.45% 

Greek, Modern 19,829 0.53% 581 0.26% 2.93% 732 0.23% 
Bulgarian 18,982 0.51% 76 0.03% 0.40% 98 0.03% 

Persian 18,489 0.50% 849 0.38% 4.59% 1,071 0.34% 
Urdu 15,301 0.41% 181 0.08% 1.18% 210 0.07% 

Norwegian 15,201 0.41% 106 0.05% 0.70% 121 0.04% 
Yiddish 14,924 0.40% 162 0.07% 1.09% 199 0.06% 
Finnish 14,300 0.38% 146 0.07% 1.02% 206 0.06% 

Hungarian 12,684 0.34% 63 0.03% 0.50% 77 0.02% 
Other (2 81 Lang) 110,905 2.98% 1,596 0.72% 1.44% 2,079 0.65% 

Unknown 16,921 0.45% 148 0.07% 0.87% 184 0.06% 
Total 3,724,866 100.00% 223,083 100.00% 5.99% 319,227 100.00% 
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TABLE I - CONTINUED 

(9) (10) (11) (12) (13) (14) (15) 
Titles Pub % ofTitles Titles Titles Pub Items Items Pub 
1993-1997 Pub % ofTotal Pub 1993-1997 Pub 1993-1997 
Held as of 1993-1997 Titles 1993-1997 as% ofTitles 1993-1997 as% of Items 
End FY97 Held Held Circ FY97 Circ FY97 Circ FY97 Circ FY97 

13,642 4.19% 0.37% 472 0.21% 567 0.18% Judaica 
20,218 6.21% 0.54% 754 0.34% 933 0.29% Middle Eastern 
27,506 8.45% 0.74% 1,198 0.54% 1,659 0.52% Slavic 
61,366 18.85% 1.65% 2,424 1.09% 3,159 0.99% Total 

NOTE TO TABLE I 

Judaica languages: Hebrew, Judeo-Arabic, Judeo-Persian, Ladino, Yiddish 
Middle Eastern languages: Arabic, Armenian, Azerbaijani, Chagatai, Georgian, Kara-Kalpak, Kazakh, Kurdish, 

Kyrgyz, Ottoman Turkish, Persian, Pushto, Syriac, Tajik, Tatar, Turkish, Turkmen, Uighur, Urdu, Uzbek. 
Slavic languages: Belarusian, Bulgarian, Church Slavic, Czech, Estonian, Latvian, Lithuanian, Macedonian, 

Moldavian, Polish, Russian, Serbo-Croatian (Cyrillic & Roman), Slovak, Slovenian, Ukrainian, Wendie. 

TABLE 2 - CONTINUED 

(9) (10) (11) (12) (13) (14) (15) 
Titles Pub % ofTitles Titles Titles Pub Items Items Pub 
1993-1997 Pub % ofTotal Pub 1993-1997 Pub 1993-1997 
Held as of 1993-1997 Titles 1993-1997 as% ofTitles 1993-1997 as% of Items 
End FY97 Held Held Circ FY97 Circ FY97 Circ FY97 Circ FY97 

123,475 37.93% 3.31% 36,034 16.15% 59,945 18.78% English 
48,676 14.95% 1.31% 1,471 0.66% 1,755 0.55% German 
25,831 7.94% 0.69% 1,382 0.62% 1,677 0.53% French 
13,911 4.27% 0.37% 845 0.38% 1,231 0.39% Russian 
23,816 7.32% 0.64% 1,222 0.55% 1,513 0.47% Spanish 
17,328 5.32% 0.47% 404 0.18% 492 0.15% Italian 
13,422 4.12% 0.36% 461 0.21% 555 0.17% Hebrew 
12,754 3.92% 0.34% 429 0.19% 524 0.16% Arabic 
4,679 1.44% 0.13% 56 0.03% 59 0.02% Dutch 
4,739 1.46% 0.13% 155 0.07% 177 0.06% Portuguese 
3,419 1.05% 0.09% 153 0.07% 177 0.06% Polish 
3,883 1.19% 0.10% 69 0.03% 75 0.02% Swedish 

332 0.10% 0.01% 20 0.01% 33 0.01% Latin 
2,254 0.69% 0.06% 24 0.01% 27 0.01% Czech 
2,413 0.74% 0.06% 71 0.03% 99 0.03% Ukrainian 

0 0.00% 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% Serbo-Croatian 
2,795 0.86% 0.08% 12 0.01% 13 0.00% Danish 
2,450 0.75% 0.07% 167 0.07% 219 0.07% Turkish 
1,635 0.50% 0.04% 35 0.02% 47 0.01% Greek, Modern 
1,477 0.45% 0.04% 18 0.01% 24 0.01% Bulgarian 
2,341 0.72% 0.06% 118 0.05% 145 0.05% Persian 
1,043 0.32% 0.03% 13 0.01% 14 0.00% Urdu 
1,919 0.59% 0.05% 19 0.01% 19 0.01% Norwegian 

204 0.06% 0.01% 9 0.00% 9 0.00% Yiddish 
1,398 0.43% 0.04% 9 0.00% 10 0.00% Finnish 

98 0.03% 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% Hungarian 
7,658 2.35% 0.21% 129 0.06% 159 0.05% Other (281 Lang) 

163 0.05% 0.00% 4 0.00% 4 0.00% Unknown 
325,501 100.00% 8.74% 43,386 19.45% 69,072 21.64% Total 
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TABLE 3 - WIDENER MONOGRAPH HOLDINGS AND CIRCULATION - fY97 
- BY COUNTRY OF PUBLICATION 

(!) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
Titles Circ 

Titles Held % ofTota1 Titles % ofTotal as% ofTitles 
as of Titles Circ Titles Held by Lang 

End FY97 Held FY97 Circ FY97 as of End FY97 

United States 686,045 18.42% 104,116 46.67% 15.18% 
Germany 448,900 12.05% 10,207 4.58% 2.27% 

United Kingdom 332,502 8.93% 42,430 19.02% 12.76% 
France 269,030 7.22% 8,660 3.88% 3.22% 
Russia 189,413 5.09% 3,547 1.59% 1.87% 

Italy 181,969 4.89% 3,841 1.72% 2.11% 
Israel 91,822 2.47% 2,654 1.19% 2.89% 
Spain 75,123 2.02% 2,843 1.27% 3.78% 

Netherlands 66,128 1.78% 2,781 1.25% 4.21% 
Poland 59,301 1.59% 1,002 0.45% 1.69% 

Canada 52,935 1.42% 2,897 1.30% 5.47% 
India 47,578 1.28% 4,157 1.86% 8.74% 

Switzerland 47,314 1.27% 1,172 0.53% 2.48% 
Sweden 41,889 1.12% 703 0.32% 1.68% 

Scandinavia 40,823 1.10% 542 0.24% 1.33% 
Czechoslovakia 39,032 1.05% 275 0.12% 0.70% 

Austria 35,928 0.96% 707 0.32% 1.97% 
Yugoslavia 35,006 0.94% 365 0.16% 1.04% 

Egypt 34,204 0.92% 840 0.38% 2.46% 
Ukraine 32,968 0.89% 409 0.18% 1.24% 

Brazil 30,525 0.82% 712 0.32% 2.33% 
Argentina 30,033 0.81% 1,013 0.45% 3.37% 

Australia 26,798 0.72% 1,208 0.54% 4.51% 
Turkey 25,946 0.70% 1,412 0.63% 5.44% 

Mexico 25,864 0.69% 1,364 0.61% 5.27% 
Denmark 25,752 0.69% 313 0.14% 1.22% 
Belgium 23,830 0.64% 498 0.22% 2.09% 
Lebanon 23,816 0.64% 781 0.35% 3.28% 
Portugal 22,830 0.61% 202 0.09% 0.88% 

Greece 19,238 0.52% 627 0.28% 3.26% 
Bulgaria 18,948 0.51% 88 0.04% 0.46% 

Other Latin America & Caribbean 78,631 2.11% 2,367 1.06% 3.01% 
Other E. Europe, Baltic, & Balkans 72,802 1.95% 719 0.32% 0.99% 
Other Middle East & North Africa 54,713 1.47% 1,586 0.71% 2.90% 
Asia, East- , Southeast- & South- 34,118 0.92% 2,770 1.24% 8.12% 

Sub-Saharan Africa 25,800 0.69% 1,206 0.54% 4.67% 
Other Western Europe 14,090 0.38% 899 0.40% 6.38% 

Oceania & Miscellaneous Islands 7,667 0.21% 208 0.09% 2.71% 
Incorrect, Absent or Unknown 355,555 9.55% 10,962 4.91% 3.08% 

Total 3,724,866 100.00% 223,083 100.00% 5.99% 

(7) (8) 

Items %of 
Circ Total Items 

FY97 Circ in FY97 

158,920 49.78% 
12,901 4.04% 
63,135 19.78% 
11,060 3.46% 
4,734 1.48% 
4,702 1.47% 
3,391 1.06% 
3,680 1.15% 
3,797 1.19% 
1,158 0.36% 
3,805 1.19% 
5,256 1.65% 
1,475 0.46% 

853 0.27% 
724 0.23% 
309 0.10% 
859 0.27% 
446 0.14% 

1,115 0.35% 
507 0.16% 
827 0.26% 

1,250 0.39% 
1,521 0.48% 
1,803 0.56% 
1,686 0.53% 

427 0.13% 
626 0.20% 

1,030 0.32% 
249 0.08% 
763 0.24% 
115 0.04% 

2,766 0.87% 
899 0.28% 

1,970 0.62% 
3,643 1.14% 
1,426 0.45% 
1,250 0.39% 

252 0.08% 
13,897 4.35% 

319,227 100.00% 



Widener Statistics II 

TABLE 3 - CONTINUED 

(9) (10) (11) (12) (13) (14) (15) 
Titles Pub % ofTitles Titles Titles Pub Items Items Pub 
1993-1997 Pub % ofTotal Pub 1993-1997 Pub 1993-1997 
Held as of 1993-1997 Titles 1993-1997 as% ofTitles 1993-1997 as% of Items 
End FY97 Held Held Circ FY97 Circ FY97 Circ FY97 Circ FY97 

57,739 17.74% 1.55% 23,269 10.43% 39,767 12.46% United States 
43,031 13.22% 1.16% 1,651 0.74% 2,079 0.65% Germany 
36,814 11.31% 0.99% 9,297 4.17% 15,313 4.80% United Kingdom 
19,623 6.03% 0.53% 1,118 0.50% 1,341 0.42% France 
12,634 3.88% 0.34% 800 0.36% 1,164 0.36% Russia 
17,795 5.47% 0.48% 468 0.21% 569 0.18% Italy 
13,566 4.17% 0.36% 517 0.23% 631 0.20% Israel 
7,966 2.45% 0.21% 335 0.15% 444 0.14% Spain 
6,470 1.99% 0.17% 515 0.23% 732 0.23% Netherlands 
3,472 1.07% 0.09% 158 0.07% 184 0.06% Poland 
8,574 2.63% 0.23% 778 0.35% 1,039 0.33% Canada 
4,016 1.23% 0.11% 570 0.26% 774 0.24% India 
4,125 1.27% 0.11% 115 0.05% 149 0.05% Switzerland 
4,487 1.38% 0.12% 123 0.06% 149 0.05% Sweden 
4,692 1.44% 0.13% 101 0.05% 143 0.04% Scandinavia 
3,337 1.03% 0.09% 38 0.02% 44 0.01% Czechoslovakia 
5,213 1.60% 0.14% 124 0.06% 149 0.05% Austria 
2,079 0.64% 0.06% 71 0.03% 83 0.03% Yugoslavia 
3,162 0.97% 0.08% 111 0.05% 144 0.05% Egypt 
2,778 0.85% 0.07% 87 0.04% 118 0.04% Ukraine 
3,132 0.96% 0.08% 135 0.06% 154 0.05% Brazil 
2,941 0.90% 0.08% 179 0.08% 211 0.07% Argentina 
5,277 1.62% 0.14% 314 0.14% 419 0.13% Australia 
2,620 0.80% 0.07% 201 0.09% 279 0.09% Turkey 
3,458 1.06% 0.09% 287 0.13% 366 0.11% Mexico 
3,224 0.99% 0.09% 49 0.02% 70 0.02% Denmark 
1,875 0.58% 0.05% 66 0.03% 84 0.03% Belgium 
4,209 1.29% 0.11% 173 0.08% 211 0.07% Lebanon 
1,560 0.48% 0.04% 22 0.01% 26 0.01% Portugal 
1,685 0.52% 0.05% 44 0.02% 55 0.02% Greece 
1,479 0.45% 0.04% 21 0.01% 27 0.01% Bulgaria 

10,378 3.19% 0.28% 405 0.18% 473 0.15% Other Latin America & the Caribbean 
3,133 0.96% 0.08% 87 0.04% 119 0.04% Other E. Europe, Baltic, & Balkans 
7,373 2.27% 0.20% 273 0.12% 341 0.11% Other Middle East & North Africa 
3,221 0.99% 0.09% 373 0.17% 542 0.17% Asia, East-, Southeast-& South-
3,957 1.22% 0.11% 236 0.11% 307 0.10% Sub-Saharan Africa 
1,784 0.55% 0.05% 173 0.08% 240 0.08% Other Western Europe 
1,441 0.44% 0.04% 54 0.02% 67 0.02% Oceania & Miscellaneous Islands 
1,181 0.36% 0.03% 48 0.02% 65 0.02% Incorrect, Absent or Unknown 

325,501 100.00% 8.74% 43,386 19.45% 69,072 21.64% Total 



12 HARVARD LIBRARY BULLETIN 

TABLE 4 - WIDENER MONOGRAPH HOLDINGS AND CIRCULATION - FY97 
BY DATE OF PUBLICATION 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 
Titles Circ 

Titles Held % ofTotal Tides % ofTotal as% ofTitles Items 
as of Titles Circ Titles Held by Date Circ 

End FY97 Held FY97 Circ FY97 as of End FY97 FY97 

Pre-1821 60,904 1.64% 596 0.27% 0.98% 780 
1821-1829 18,989 0.51% 343 0.15% 1.81% 489 
1830-1839 26,677 0.72% 596 0.27% 2.23% 828 
1840-1849 38,291 1.03% 763 0.34% 1.99% 991 
1850-1859 48,138 1.29% 1,125 0.50% 2.34% 1,426 
1860-1869 62,472 1.68% 1,400 0.63% 2.24% 1,768 
1870-1879 69,591 1.87% 1,269 0.57% 1.82% 1,586 
1880-1889 89,538 2.40% 1,768 0.79% 1.97% 2,180 
1890-1899 103,369 2.78% 2,297 1.03% 2.22% 2,869 
1900-1909 137,169 3.68% 3,220 1.44% 2.35% 4,011 
1910-1919 141,413 3.80% 3,396 1.52% 2.40% 4,270 
1920-1929 165,666 4.45% 4,665 2.09% 2.82% 5,909 
1930-1939 184,217 4.95% 5,383 2.41% 2.92% 6,918 
1940-1949 159,811 4.29% 5,279 2.37% 3.30% 6,781 
1950-1959 210,648 5.66% 8,638 3.87% 4.10% 11,901 
1960-1969 370,396 9.94% 18,273 8.19% 4.93% 25,185 
1970-1979 520,667 13.98% 33,443 14.99% 6.42% 45,904 
1980-1989 722,560 19.40% 59,791 26.80% 8.27% 85,139 
1990-1997 572,592 15.37% 70,671 31.68% 12.34% 110,104 
Unknown 21,758 0.58% 167 0.07% 0.77% 188 

Total 3,724,866 100.00% 223,083 100.00% 5.99% 319,227 

(50 yrs) 1948-1997 2,428,023 65.18% 192,098 86.11% 7.91% 279,927 
(25 yrs) 1973-1997 1,675,128 44.97% 155,875 69.87% 9.31% 230,158 
(10 yrs) 1988-1997 738,416 19.82% 86,006 38.55% 11.65% 132,451 
(5 yrs) 1993-1997 325,501 8.74% 43,386 19.45% 13.33% 69,072 

1993 86,205 2.31% 10,642 4.77% 12.34% 16,431 
1994 87,151 2.34% 11,104 4.98% 12.74% 17,416 
1995 81,250 2.18% 11,270 5.05% 13.87% 18,592 
1996 60,988 1.64% 9,173 4.11% 15.04% 15,071 
1997 9,907 0.27% 1,197 0.54% 12.08% 1,562 

(8) 

% of 
Total Items 

Circ in FY97 

0.24% 
0.15% 
0.26% 
0.31% 
0.45% 
0.55% 
0.50% 
0.68% 
0.90% 
1.26% 
1.34% 
1.85% 
2.17% 
2.12% 
3.73% 
7.89% 

14.38% 
26.67% 
34.49% 

0.06% 
100.00% 

87.69% 
72.10% 
41.49% 
21.64% 

5.15% 
5.46% 
5.82% 
4.72% 
0.49% 



Widener Statistics 

TABLE SA - WIDENER CIRCULATION OF MONOGRAPH ITEMS - FY97 
BY PATRON CATEGORY AND LANGUAGE 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 
Items % of Items % of Items % of 

Circ to Circ by Circ Circ by Circ by Circ by 
Undergrad. Patron by Patron Grad. Patron 

Students Category Faculty Category Students Categorv 

English 70,324 90.95% 47,518 73.84% 49,662 78.35% 
German 876 1.13% 3,897 6.06% 2,503 3.95% 

French 1,842 2.38% 3,656 5.68% 2,574 4.06% 
Russian 497 0.64% 1,328 2.06% 1,371 2.16% 
Spanish 2,156 2.79% 2,199 3.42% 2,257 3.56% 

Italian 183 0.24% 1,469 2.28% 988 1.56% 
Hebrew 344 0.44% 581 0.90% 360 0.57% 

Arabic 113 0.15% 543 0.84% 1,069 1.69% 
Dutch 25 0.03% 128 0.20% 35 0.06% 

Portuguese 208 0.27% 269 0.42% 220 0.35% 
Polish 89 0.12% 297 0.46% 264 0.42% 

Swedish 18 0.02% 148 0.23% 22 0.03% 
Latin 117 (J.15% 474 0.74% 208 0.33% 

Czech 23 0.03% 53 0.08% 41 0.06% 
Ukrainian 13 0.02% 101 0.16% 141 0.22% 

Serbo-Croatian 22 0.03% 47 0.07% 158 0.25% 
Danish 11 0.01% 26 0.04% 19 0.03% 
Turkish 41 0.05% 288 0.45% 500 0.79% 

Greek, Modern 93 0.12% 140 0.22% 248 0.39% 
Bulgarian 30 0.04% 32 0.05% 13 0.02% 

Persian 16 0.02% 247 0.38% 115 0.18% 
Urdu 16 0.02% 76 0.12% 46 0.07% 

Norwegian 11 0.01% 19 0.03% 17 0.03% 
Yiddish 5 0.01% 54 0.08% 12 0.02% 
Finnish 13 0.02% 6 0.01% 6 0.o1% 

Hungarian 10 0.01% 35 0.05% 18 0.03% 
Other (2 81 Lang) 210 0.27% 708 1.10% 509 0.80% 

Unknown 12 0.02% 13 0.02% 9 0.01% 
Total 77,318 100.00% 64,352 100.00% 63,385 100.00% 

13 

(8) (9) 
Items % of 

Circ to Circ by 
Officers Patron 
& Staff Category 

35,698 78.28% 
1,954 4.28% 
1,857 4.07% 

982 2.15% 
1,089 2.39% 

545 1.20% 
977 2.14% 
312 0.68% 

17 0.04% 
136 0.30% 
411 0.90% 
101 0.22% 
93 0.20% 
52 0.11% 
45 0.10% 
55 0.12% 
44 0.10% 

237 0.52% 
113 0.25% 

5 0.01% 
448 0.98% 

20 0.04% 
32 0.07% 
30 0.07% 
30 0.07% 

9 0.02% 
305 0.67% 

8 0.02% 
45,605 100.00% 

continued on next page 
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TABLE 5A - CONTINUED 

(10) (11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) 
Items % of Items % of Items % of % 

Circ to Circ by Circ to Circ by Circ to Circ by of 
Special Patron Studies & Patron Extn. & Sum. Patron Total Total 

Borrowers Category Stalls Category Students Category Circ Circ 

32,511 76.20% 12,562 66.95% 6,403 90.04% 254,678 79.79% 
2,187 5.13% 1,212 6.46% 82 1.15% 12,711 3.98% 
2,492 5.84% 1,217 6.49% 107 1.50% 13,745 4.31% 

823 1.93% 568 3.03% 65 0.91% 5,634 1.77% 
1,559 3.65% 741 3.95% 189 2.66% 10,190 3.19% 

977 2.29% 320 1.71% 12 0.17% 4,494 1.41% 
288 0.68% 607 3.24% 35 0.49% 3,192 1.00% 
420 0.98% 337 1.80% 4 0.06% 2,798 0.88% 

92 0.22% 26 0.14% 7 0.10% 330 0.10% 
116 0.27% 115 0.61% 44 0.62% 1,108 0.35% 
91 0.21% 62 0.33% 2 0.03% 1,216 0.38% 
34 0.08% 42 0.22% 0 0.00% 365 0.11% 

145 0.34% 136 0.72% 2 0.03% 1,175 0.37% 
24 0.06% 4 0.02% 1 0.01% 198 0.06% 
24 0.06% 27 0.14% 102 1.43% 453 0.14% 
51 0.12% 22 0.12% 1 0.01% 356 0.11% 
32 0.08% 15 0.08% 0 0.00% 147 0.05% 

126 0.30% 230 1.23% 14 0.20% 1,436 0.45% 
57 0.13% 75 0.40% 6 0.08% 732 0.23% 
6 0.01% 11 0.06% 1 0.01% 98 0.03% 

183 0.43% 58 0.31% 3 0.04% 1,070 0.34% 
47 0.11% 4 0.02% 1 0.01% 210 0.07% 
15 0.04% 20 0.11% 7 0.10% 121 0.04% 
17 0.04% 80 0.43% 1 0.01% 199 0.06% 
79 0.19% 71 0.38% 0 0.00% 205 0.06% 

5 0.01% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 77 0.02% 
256 0.60% 198 1.06% 22 0.31% 2,208 0.69% 

6 0.01% 3 0.02% 0 0.00% 51 0.02% 
42,663 100.00% 18,763 100.00% 7,111 100.00% 319,197 100.00% 

TABLE 5B - WIDENER CIRCULATION OF MONOGRAPH TITLES - FY 97 
BY PATRON CATEGORY AS% OF TOTAL CIRCULATION 

I Undergrad. As%of I As% of I Grad. As%of I Officers & 
Students Tot Circ Faculty Tot Circ Students Tot Circ Staff 

Total I 77,318 24.22% I 64,352 20.16% I 63,385 19.86% I 45,605 

Special As%of I Studies & As%of I Extn.& Sum. As% of I Borrowers Tot Circ Stalls Tot Circ Students Tot Circ Total 

English 
German 
French 
Russian 
Spanish 
Italian 
Hebrew 
Arabic 
Dutch 
Portuguese 
Polish 
Swedish 
Latin 
Czech 
Ukrainian 
Serbo-Croatian 
Danish 
Turkish 
Greek, Modern 
Bulgarian 
Persian 
Urdu 
Norwegian 
Yiddish 
Finnish 
Hungarian 
Other (2 81 Lang) 
Unknown 
Total 

As% of 
Tot Circ 

14.29% 

42,663 13.37% I 18,763 5.88% I 7,111 2.23% I 319,197 I 100.00% 


