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Tl1e Problem of tl1e Iti Men1oria11t 
Manuscripts 

Stuart F~ C. Niern1eier 

1\10NG the n1any proll1e1ns surrounding the n1anuscripts of 
Tennyson~ .s /11 -~1e111oria,n and tl~c cv i dence they provide to 
the manner in ,v hi ch the poen1 ·,vas coin posed, perhaps the 
most in1portant arc those of the oiigin and nature of the 

·Trinity Coilege and J.Jincoln ledger-books, and the clain1 of either to 
be the old ledger n1entioned in accounts of Tennyson's 1nanuscripts. 
No matter ho\v 111uch is kno,vn -at present about the Trinity rrnd 
J..-incoln manuscripts, certain difficulties continue to face the gro,ving 
procession of scholars atternpting to make sense of the In A-leu1orirt1n 
maler12I. It is of ,,.aloe to be able to confront all a,,.ailable n1atcrial 
and inf orn1a tion t -and to sec th c pc cu liar i tics of th c n1 an u scr i pt.s and 
the discrepancies in accounts of thcn1. No definite solution to the 
puzzle can be offered, but the missing pieces can Le defined~ 

Of the r,vo knO\Vll n1ajor 1nanuscripts of the poem, the more in1-
porta nt is the Lincoln led gcr \Vi th its one hundred and f ourtecn sec-
tions - a manuscript \vhich has been acccssib]c for ten yer1rs. The 
I edger in the I,, j l lrary of Tri n 1 ty Co 11 ege, Ca n1 hrj d ge, con ta i ni n g 
seventy-one 1 sections of the poern, had b cen of no practical value to 
scholars until th c rcstri cti ons on its use ,vcrc 1 if tc d in th~ su mn1 er of 
1969.. l1ragments of the poen1 arc contained in several other manu-
scripts: a notebook jn the Library of Trinity· College, Can1hridge, the 
H ca th Conunon p] ace Book in ti 1 e Fitz, villig n1 /'..1 useun1 at C-a. rub ridge, 
papers and notebooks at Hnrvard, rtnd odd papers clsc\vherc in the 
United States. Although the n1ain value of these probably lies in their 
relation to the n1ajor tnanuscripts, each fragn1ent or scattered section 
1nanages to nlake sorne contribution to the general problcn1 of the ln 
A { e-/11 o ri t!JH 1nan user i p ts. 

l\1)7Stcry surrounds not only all 1nanuscripts of the pocn1, b11t also 
all 3ccounts of these 1nanuscripts. In the .first of ten volun1es of col-

1 This n um bcr i 11 d tl des t\vo versions of LX,TJI I+ For con vcn i encc+ th c tcrnl 
1'sectioni 1 lso includes I.i~ - the single motto stanza. 

l49 
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lccted notes l: ,vhich make up the ,vrittcn tri8l copy _of l-f31lam Tenny~ 
son's A1e1noir, is an ~ccount of the first-,vritten sections of ln A1e'lno-
rirnn. Halla1n is speaking of a notebook containing versions of several 
poems: 

1~hcn in this book con1e the first ",Tittcn Cantos of In l\•lcn1ori-a1n in this order 
"iiair ship thc1t fro1n the Itali-nn shore.' 
.il held it truth ,,,jth hhn ,,~ho sings.) 
''~'hen Lazi rus left l-us charnel cave' 
11,hc tilne dnnvs near the birth of Chrisf 
a Id ye..1.:r "\ V hie h g[aspest at the S ton CSJ 

~Still O n'\.Vard "i.Yino S the d rca ry ,Nay .. 

Although the phrase ''in this order"~ seems rather definite., Hallam must 
have been quoting these front n1emory" because by the time the i1ieu1oi'r 
passed through t,vo 1nore stages and reached its nvo-volutne printed 
f or111, th esc sections are fi v½ not si_x, u nd th e)r are listed as 

Fair ship that f ron1 the I tali-an shore .. 
(written on tt strny sheet) 

\:\ 1ith tren1bling fingers did ,ve ,ve:nTe. 
'~'hen Lar.arLis left his charncl-cavc. 
This truth ca1nc borne ,vith bier and pall. 
It dra,v·eth near the birth of Christ . 

.,_i\.nd bct\\ 1ccn ,i\Vith trc1nbling fingers~~ and u\:Vhen Lazarus ]eft his charnel-
cave' he has ,,, ritten the first draft of his '' 1\1 o rte d I Arthur, 1' 8 

_In the final numbcring1 these are sections IX, XXX> XXXI, l..rXXXV, 
and XXVIIr, ,vhereas the trial A1e111oir had listed IX, I, XXXI, 
XX\ 1111, II, and XX\ 11. According to \T alerie Pitt., 4 the Trinity note-
book (,vhich I h-ave not seen) in ,vhich the 'tl\1ortc d'.Arthur':-follo,vs 
'"''-' ith trem bljng fingers~' contains XXX~ IX, XVII~ XVIII~ t,vo ver-
sions of XXXI, and LXXXV, and is dated 1833-1835. According to 
Christoph er Ricks tt it also contains XXVI II and a version of XXXI I .. 
Tht I-Ieath Comn1onplace Book has IX, A, 7JI, X\ 1ITI, J.JXXX\T, 
XXX, XXXI, ::ind XIX. According tu the Eversley fsdition the first 
\vritten sections ,vere IX, X\ 7JT, X\TJII, XXXIt LXXA, 1, -and XX\ 1111. 
These sources agree only on IX, XXXI, 2nd LXXX\r., if ,vc exclude 

:i: This n1aterial~ U-'ithout aate and paginat1on 1 is in the Tcmny.son RcseRtch Centre 
at the } ,.in coln City Li br~ ry. 

3 A!en1oir I, 109. Here H:.1 lhnn indic~tc~ :llso that these section!:. of ln Ji.1e111orilr'111 
foUo,v the e:1rliest -version of 1'Thc 1\~·o , 7ojces,ii hut the lnfonnarion js sketchy .. 

" Viler ie P.itt1 Tenny son J ... riureate (Lon don 1 1961 ) , p. 18 l . 
!. Chrjstop her B. Ricks ( cd.)., The Po C'J}JJ of -"J 'cnn y so-n ( H a.r] O\\\ 1 969), p. 8 5 7. 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XIX, Number 2 (April
1971)

The PToble1n of tbe In j\f en1oriam 1lf anuscripts 1 5 I 
the trial A·le1;1oir, but the) 7 n1ay -all be correct if each source can be 
ta.ken to j n di c ate section~ t11 non g those 1 v hi ch , vc re ,-vri tten earliest. 
The 183 5 date on the Trjnity notebook seems to justify· this possibil-
1t)7-

J ohn I-lea.th gives evidence that IX \Vas the ver)r first section to be 
con1posed; he copied jt into his Con1n1onplace Book and dated it 
,:-eOct. 6. 183 3.t, It precedes sonnet by Frederjck Tennyson, dated 
'' 2 IV1ny. r 8 3 3, n and three pages earlier are t\VO stanzas dated "Sept ? 
183 34,, The Co1nn1onplacc Book itself is dated 24 Septctnber 18 3 24 
In son1c cases, revisions in I-Icath's copies ,vcre 111adc at a later ti1ne, 
often by the orjginal authors thcn1sclves. It docs not seem possible 
to detern1ine at ,vhat points in the years after 183 2 these poems ,vcre 
entered into Hcath,s coJlection, nor is it vital to pur~'-Uc the point. 
Only- the de lihcrate dating of the aFair ship', poen1 (TX) is significc1nt 
heret in confirn1ing that the section ,vas ,vricten ,vithin six days of 
the Tennysons receiving the ne\vs of Arthur Hallan11s death. Tenny-
son n1a17 have ,vritten X shortly after IX,. or at .least ,vhen Heath's 
book \vas at hand to he revised. The original fifth Jine of IX io I-Ieath, 
,cDra\V thy dc~r freight to those that n1ourn, '' "rns altered in Tenny~ 
son's o,vn hand to read "So dra,v hin1 home to those that n1ol1rn/J 
,vhich is the final version of the line. The change seems to have been 
n1adc to avoid a heavy repetition in X.8; "thy dark freight, a vanish'd 
life." It is one of the t,vo corrections of IX in Tennyson's o,vn hand 
in Heath,s book/ and Tenn)YS_on hin1se]f must have sanctioned the 
dating of section IX. Therefore licath, the tiial 111eruoir, the printed 
A1e111oirt and the Evers]ey Edition agree in nan1ing IX as the first sec-
tion con1posed~ Section X has never been considered a first-,vri tten 
section, b11t one can i1nagine the poees early development of the 
''I;--air ship', series, IX to X\lII. 

Among the I-larva.rd papers arc three holograph manuscripts of JX 
,v hich contrib utc to the gen era1 n1ystery-4 They are not easily ex-
plained, fllthough one n1ay be the poees original copy and another 
may have belonged ''"·hh those papers ,vhich, according to one theory, 
beca1nc cvcnrually the large Trinity ledger, fron1 ,vhich IX is n1issing .. 
Also a1nong the Harvard papers arc tl1ree stanzas rhyming a b n b, 
\Yhich became in their revised form parts of section III. Critics have 
suggested that Tennyson must have expcri1nentcd ,vjth the stanzaic 

-fl The second correction ch angc d ] i ne I 8 from ~Tj ll l 1 my ,vid O\V' d race is run, t" 
to .u1 .. ill aH my ·wid o\V 'd race be run/t ,vh i ch is Also the :final pr j n tcd rcrt ding. 
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rhyme pattern bcf ore deciding on n h b n for his /11 ~11 e1norin111, but 
there is no e'vidence ,-vhatsoever that III in any forn1 is one of the 
earliest ,vritten sections. Furtherrnore, several st~tizas found their ,vay 
.in to I 11 A1 en 10 r ifnn f ron1 car] i er n n reb. tcd (and un published) p ocn1s., 
r111d other groups of lines "\vhich only gcneral1y· suggest thoughts or 
feelings of In J..ietnoriav1 have been considered scn1inal lines for the 
concept of the poc1n4 Stunz~s rhyn1ing a b n b~ ,vhich bcc~uue in revi-
sion n part of the pocn1t probably belong to n1atcrial ,vhich existed 
before Arthur Hul]am~s death, just as the ''In A[e1norirn11 st~nza1i had 
been used earlier b)T Tenny-son.• Any assu1nption of stanzaic cxpcri-
mentarjon for the pocn1 sccn1s unfounded. 

A letter fro1n 1-:lnllatn Lord ~rennyson to Dr. Butlcrl l\1lastcr of 1-.. rin-
ity College, Can1bridge, dated 1 o Decernber 1897, a.n11ounccd the en-
trusting of a 1nanuscript in perpetuity· to the College. According to 
the letter, this ,vas a collection of n1anuscript sheets of In A1.e1noria111 
,vhich Alfred Tennyson had given years ear]ier to his friend Sir John 
Simeon) ,vho had them bound into a volnn1e. Lady Si1ncon had rcadilJ• 
agreed \vith a suggestion fro1n Hallam that they carry out an earlier 
,vish of tl1e poet- that the n1nnuscript he presented to 1"'rinity on the 
condition that no copy of any part of it ever he 1nade, and that nothing 
in it ,vhich had not been published should ever be published. l"his is 
the interdiction reccntl) 7 lifteda Even I.Jady Sin1eon had been asked 
never ·ro sho\v the private notes in it (,vritte11 by Ja1ncs Spcdding) to 
2.nyonc, nor to copy anything fron1 it4 lt i~ not kno,vn ,vhen or 
Vr"'h)r Spcdding had a chance to ,vritc in the hook. The ICStriction, 
still in effect, on the private notes· js consistent \Vith Tennyson's 
desire that his poetry be read ns poetry rather th-an -as docun1ents 
in his nutobiography·. The personal nnd private n2t1u·c of Spcdding's 
notes and queries n1a)r un,vittingly have dra,vn the fun1r·c reader 
a.,va)" fro111 the dramatic clements of the poen1. Although the former 
·restrictions had never prevented infor1nation being given nbout the 
manuscript;- the)T had ·made useful discussion of it difficult. Fan1iliar 
as this n1atcrial may be~ it is nevertheless a necessaxy part of the total 
picture of th c prob 1 en1s under consideration here, and it bears repent-
• 1ng one e n1 ore. 

1 A \Va re of no previous cl ai n1a n ts to the Sta nz[l, T cnn y son heli e\re d he had in-
Yen tc(l this particuhr fonn., but E. P. i\·1orton C..\'.humed a number of examples 
from car 1 ic r verse {see his "Poem~ in the Sm nza of In A1 e1norimn, 1

' Al od er-n L ,1n-
guage "fi.rTotes1 XXIV ( 1909 )1 67-70 
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Hallan1 Tennyson in the A1eu1oir 6 refers to this tall leather-bound 

Trjnity 1n:tnuscript as the Hea.rlie.st j ottings1 begun in 183 3., of the 
'Elegies~ as they ,vcre then caHed.n J...,ady Simeon, in her Jetter of 
9 Dccc1nher 18971 to Dr. Butler, calls it the fir.st 1n:annscript of In 
A1e111orimJJ~ It may be the first n1anuscript of the finished poen1 1 but 
it is not the ~,;earliest jottings'i of the pocn1 - not~ a~ l~ast, as it stands 
11orr.v~ because it lacks sections IX and X\TII in :ll1) 7 form. There is, 
ho\vevcr) one \V:1)7 in ,vhich its pages n1ay jnciude son1e of these first 
jottjngs and prove lTlaHarn Tennyson correct jn the llfen1oir. If Alfred 
Tennyson ,vrote out sections of the poem on sheets or scraps of paper, 
he rnight have entered then1 (\vhcn he s~nv his design for the ,vholc 
,vork) in appropriate p]accs in a tall ledger -110\v the Lincoln n1anu- / 
script. Son1e of the individu-al sheets \V hich ,vcrc not lost or destroyed 
,verc given to the Si1neons, ,vcrc then bouud into a volu1nc, and ,vcrc 
in turn given to 1rjnit)r Co11cge~ By· this line of thinking, nearly all 
the separate sheets could be ca1led "early· jottings/, find ,·ve could ,sup-
pose that In Ji.1enzorimn \Va.s large]y ,vr itten by 184 5, if nor 1842., 
according to certain evidence fron1 the Lincoln book~ Furthermore, 
,vhcn Tennyson said he :fil1ed up empty· spaces in his book ,vith pocn1s 
(i.e. sections), he therefore had to be spcakjng of the l.iinc.oln book. 
But objections to this ,vi11 he noted shortly. 

The Usher A.rt Gallery of l..rincoln noY'.r contains the second taH 
"butcher-ledger-like-book,'' 0 ,vhosc one hundred and fourteen sec-
tions of In A1.eu1oria1J1 include a version of the epilogue. l~n1ong its 
fcattu~cs arc a section ( crossed out) bet,vccn L ,r1 and J_., VII, a version 
of XCIX crossed out het\veen J .... XXX\T nnd LXXX\TJ, an extra vcr~ 
sion of LXX, and -an abbrevjated CXXI\T. The order of the sections 
is very close to the final order fron1 IX to CX, IX being preceded by 
I.i, IIIJ I\T, II, \ 1 and VI, and CX being follo,ved by CXII;, CXIII, 
CXI, CX\ 1III, CX\ 1t cx,r11~ n version of CXIX, CXXII, the epi~ 
loguc, CXXIII, CXXX, part of CXXI\T, CXX\ 1JI1 and CXXXI. Since 
the trial edition of 18 50 contains one hundred and ninetc·cn sections, 
,ve ma}r suspect the J ..... incoln ledger to have hecn in use around 1849 
or J 8 50, and to represent an aln1ost final order for the poc1n. !vI y.stery 
surrounds the function of this manuscript: if the poet used it as a 
fair copy for the trial edition, ,vhy arc the.re a fe,,r sections 1nissing, 

A1e1noir 1, :297. 
1--h1s i:s Tennyson's description of the Look. quoted in the Af enzoir I, i97~ from 

a letter to Coventry Patmore~ H c al ,va ys u scd the tcrn1 1 cl ong, 1 rather than ,i ta lJ) '. 
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among them the prologue? If he did not arrange it for this purpose, 
,vh y did he not, for his o,vn copy and record, rearran gc and add to 
the sheets ,vhich ,vere bound (supposedly-) as the Trinit)T n1anuscript? 
In addition, ,vhen reference is made by Tennyson or his friends to 
a long butc:her?s-ledger in \vhich the poen1 ,vas keptt is this indeed 
the J,rincoln ur the Trinit)T manuscript? 

Valerie Pitt argues that the ledger referred to n111st be the present 
Lincoln manuscript~ the one 1"'ennyson left on n shelf in his London 
lodgings early in 1850; 10 her evidence involves a process .of elirninating 
the existence of the Trinity rr1anuscript in 18 50~ l\1iss Pitt cites an 
unidentified acc.:ount of l""ennyson's gift uf a bundle of papers to· Sir 
John Sin1eon ju 18 59 or r 860 - papers ~oiled, torn, and jn scraps~ all 
containing pieces of /11 Ale111orirnn. l""hc Shneons took the papers to 
the master bookbj11dcr, Bedford, ,vho ,,~ith prodigious cff ort arranged 
the1n into the forn1 of a long~ narro,v book. Because there are refer-
ences to sucl1 a book before 18 501 the present Lincoln manuscript 
1nust be the subj cct of all such ref crcnces at least bcf ore 18 60. But 
j\ 1iss pj tt ren1-ar ks , v ith j usti ficd astonish n1 en t th~ t Bedford, u n l css-
Lady Si111con exaggerated the candid on of that bundle of papers, 
1nust have hccn -a ,·vizard to producc·::1 tidy book from a mess of scraps; 
-and one 1nust add that Bedford ,vould have had to be an expert in the 
art of jnvisiblc papcr~1ncndingl since the Simeon-Trinity manuscript 
hard]y sho,vs ~igns of a conglon1cratc origin. Furthern1ore, even among 
the Tennyson 1na.terial in the Lincoln ltcsearch Centre is the quoted 
inscription b)T Hall~n1 Tennyson from the Trinity ledger. Hallan1's in-
-scrirtion~ signed hy l1is father) states that the manuscript vtas given 
to ]_,.-ady Simeon on 25 June 1886 - Hallam's ,vedding anniversary. 
In n letter of Fehrllary 1967, Sir Charles Tennyson 1vrotc that the 
original description of the Trinity· 1n~nuscript's condition ,vhcn .first 
.seen by Sir John Sirneon is not very cx3ct. \Talerie Pitt gives no source 
for her information on this 1natter. 

If the Trinity- hook ,vas 11ot for111cd until 1860 or later, its sheets 
could have been those sent to the printer in 1850, \vhich ,vould ac-
count for their so-called soiled condition~ This theory is some,vhat 
encom:agcd by the fact that about t,vo-.fifths of the sections missing 
in the book are to be found an1ong the sheets of n1anuscript in the 
1-I 11 rvar d ~fen n yson papers, in son1 c f orn1. Tennyson 111 a y· have pre-
sented the Sim eons \Vith ,v-h atever sheets he could find in r 8 5 9 or 

:11."1-Tennyson Laurente~ p. 179. 
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J 860, the rest of the loose sheets turning up at later tinles- a line 
of thought ,vhich prcsnn1es that the printer returned the original 
sheets to the poet. On the other hand, if the Trinity manuscript 1.vas 
made up of loose sheets given to the Simcons, it is difficult to im:1ginc 
,vhy the sections v.-rcrc not bound in their final order, or \vhy the 
nine-stanza version of "On a A-1ournern should have been bound in 
among the later sections of In A1e111orian1. A further argun1cnt against 
the Trinity hook as the printer's sheets is the occasional appearance on 
one page of t\YO sections ,vho.se order bears no connection to the 
order of the prjnted poc1n. One can only prcsu1ne that Halla1n"'s 1886 
inscription date is correct, r~ther than the account arguing for 18 59 
or 1860., as the date the book "''1S given to the Sitneons, and that the 
ledger ,vas al,vays a ledger, and not a bundle of r2gged papers bound 
as a ledger. A. fresh exan1ination of the book's binding n1jght reveal 
the a ns\v er to rh is prob h~ 111, ,vi thou t removing the diili cu 1 ti cs no tc d 
above. 

Tl1e seen1ing]}T direct l-Iullan1~Sin1eon evidence supporting the Joosc-
sl1eets origjn of the Trinity 1nanuscript is challenged by further pecu-
liarities in that document. Y\7hJ7 are there so 1nany· blank pages and 
spaces throughout? \ 7 cry little materjal is crossed out or altered, ,Yhich 
-suggests that 1"'ennyson entered 1nost of the .sections after thC)7 ,verc 
deve1oped in his 111ind (as ,v2s his regular practice in composing nc,v 
poems). But there arc n fcyv alterations or corrections made to con-
form to the final published versions. '''hy shou]d Tennyson have 
hothcrcu ,vith these, if the Trinity hook represents ju~t an early stage 
in the development of 111 A1 eu,orianr? A.nd \vhy docs the book share 
\vith the l..rinco]n manuscript certain odd fearurcs, ,vhich ,vjll be 1ncn-
tioned belo,v? 

The J.jncoln manuscript~ ,vhosc existe11ce hud previously been kno,vn 
only to the Tennyson family, ,, .. as loaned to the Usher Galler) 7 in 1959. 
Since 1960 this 111-anuscript has been on ''pcnuanent'J display jn the 
Gallcryt s T cnnyson Exhibition. One significant feature of both the 
Trinit:) 7 and Linco]n books is the ''motto"1 stanza (I.i) ,vhich stands 
alone on a page nt the front of the book. Neither 1nanuscript contains 
-a version of the co1nplctc section I. The Lincoln ledger opens \Vith a 
page containing a sketch of a church, ,vi thin ,vhosc fratne is an arrnng c-
ment of the dates uNove1nbcr 3.4.th 5 .. n, the '~sn being much larger 
than the rest; bclo,v this is ''3~n.n1~ / 1842. N .. ~1.5 ." Beneath the 
.church is HN. 8 /' Among other items arc the .silhouette dra\ving of a 
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head and the solution to a large prob]cn1 jn Jong-division .. T,vo sketches 
of the sarnc head appear in the-Trinity ledger, ,vhich ulso has H 1842 ,, 
as part of its inscription 111aterial - an additional clen1ent of n1ystery 
per ta ini n g to that n1 an user i pt \s orj gin, cspec.ia 11 )r .sin cc 1 8 5 9-6 o and 
1886 alread3T figure largely in its history-4 

Onl)r jn four or five sections have the prjnrcd versions of the poein 
re cci vcd n1uch alteration f ron1 the Lincoln versions ( none of '" hie h, 
incidcntnll)r, js nun1bcrcd in the n1anuscript). These fc,v sections 
, verc corrc cted or Ie vi sc d in th c 1nan user i pt, a ftcr having been en-
tered in their egrlicr or origjnal forms. Thus the Lincoln 1nanuscript 
afT ordcd Tennyson a visual idea of the poen1~s final forrn, although it is 
not itself the finn.1 fonn4 The epilogue looks particularly 1nessy on its 
pages - one of the f e\v instances of any / n 111 e1uorin'11f 1u anu script 
page representing a ,vorking copy. 1 ... hc last pages see1n to represent 
a tentative record of sections ,vhich invaited final ordering according 
to a definite plan. 

Seven tc en !;Ccti on~ pp caring in the first c di ti on of the poe,n in June 
r 850 are 2-bsent frotn the Lincoln 111anuscript: the prologue, I (in its 
fnll for1n)1 \TJJ., , 11JJ~ LXXX\7111, XCll XC\ 71: xc,111, C\TJ, CX1\1, 

CX\TI, CXX, CXXI, C1.J('T~ CXX\TJ, CXX\ 1III1 and CXXIX. But 
of these, TJXXX\7JTJ., xcr, CXX\-1, c:xx\71, and CXX\TIII are in 
the Trinity n1a11uscript. Section CXIX might al~o be considered 1ni~s~ 
ing fron1 che Lincoln hook, because only in its ]ast stan?.a docs it re~ 
semble \vhat one n1ight call the Lincoln CXIX. Jnaccnr:1cies in \ 1 :.ileric 
Pitt's and 1VIrs4 !v1att-es\ accounts 11 of the Lincoln book are :-i.ttrihut~hlc 
pcrh a ps to th c f orn1 er in accessi hi 1 i ty of this m 11 n l tscri pt: lVI i ss Pitt 
places C:X\Till after CX\T and CX\TIJ, ,v hcreas it precedes CX\T; 
1\1.rs. l\1.attes,s list of the missing sections in the Lincoln n1annscr1pt is 
quite Ji ctio na l. · 

At this point~ questions concerning the origins., nature~ and function 
of ho th kn o,v n 111 j or 1na n user j p ts re rna in unan s, Ycred t as they 111 ust, 
and problen1s of the accounts of the ri1anuscripts rcnlatn un~olvedJ 
the latter· partly because Tennyson hitnself ,vas gcncrall;T both reticent 
in dis cussing his 111 an uscri p ts -and deli b era tel y care] ess about th cir 
futnrea But ,vith the preceding n1atcrial in rnindJ ,ve can approach · 
anev..r so m c ,vell-,v orn n1aterial fr 0111 th c A 1 eu 1 oir 1 searching for cvi-
d cnce helpful in solvjng the problcn1s and enigmas. · 

~• These ~re in Te'llnyson Laureate., p. 97, and in Ele:-1.nor Ilu~tin l\1~ttcs's ~:Jn 
i11e'l11orfo11i': Th,: TIT ay of tf Soul (K e,Y ·York1 195 l) 1 pp. 73-74~ 
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1.~be Prohleu, of tbe In lvlc1noria1n 1l1an11scripts 15 7 
Recalling the Chrisnnm~ holiday of 184I., E<ln1und l .. ushington 

,vrote that 
the '11un1 her of the m en1 ori:1 l poems had rapid I}' j n creased since I had seen the 
po et., hjs hook containing many that , v ere n e\v to rn e, Some I h ~ard him repeat 
before I had seen them jn ,vriting, others I lcan1t to kno\v first from the book 
itself \Vhich he kindly allo-\ved me to look through ,vjthout stint~12 

0 f meeting 1"'"cnnyson briefly in Eastbourne during the sununer of 
1845 he ,vrote that the poet 
had then coinp]eted many of the cantos in ''In .J\icmorjarn'1 aod \1/as engaged on 
' 1The Pr1nccsst of \,rhich I had heard nothing before .. . He said to lUCl ur 
ha,1c brought in your n1arriage at the end of 'In l\1cmoriatn/ ,~ and then shov.red 
me those poems of "In l\-1 cm oria.m" ,v hie h ,vcre finished and ,v hie h ,v ere a. 
perfectly novc1 surprjse to rne. 1s 

The reference to Hhis booku does not suggest necessarily that there 
i.vas only one book at that ticne~ It detennines that there ,vas at least 
one book in, and probablj 7 before, 184I, ,vhich ren1ovcs the importance 
of the Trinity or Lincoln manuscript's r842 dath1g. If indeed only 
the Lincoln book existed in 1841., the 1842 date 1nay jodicacc the rime 
at ,-vhich Tennyson stopped entering I1is nc,v sections there. Lu.shing-
ton 's 1 8 4 5 rcn1i n is ccnc cs do not d cstro)r this su ppo si ti on; th cy do 
argue thnt the structure of In A1en1oriRu1 ,vas con1plcte in or before 
1845. 

Tennyson read parts of In A1e1norir11n to Aubrey de \Tere early· in 
I 849 or I 850a According to de \Terc, 
Somcti 1n cs to,va rds the close of a Stan :,.,a hl s voice dropped ; but I :1 void cd the 
chance of th us losing any p:1 rt of t11 c n1 eanj ng by sitting hcskl e h in1~ and 
g]ancing at the pieces he read. They "\Vere \,-.,~ritten in a long and narro,v n1anu-
script hook., ,vhich assisted hi1n to arrange the poen1s in due order hy bdnging 
nrnny of then1 at once before his cyc.14. 

Because each page of the ledger-book co11]d contain a 111axin1u1n of 
eleven stanzas in Tcnn3 7s_on's hand\vriting~ the tall (or ~"long',) book 
,-vas the idenl forn1 for the purpose de \T ere suggested. The l ... incoln 
n19.nuscripr is about eighteen inches taH, hut the 1 ... rinit)7 1nanuscript 
is 1 ikc,vis e tal 1. 

On the other hand 1 T cnnyson off ercd to read certain poems ab out 

ll 111 en1oir I, 2 02. 

ia. Ibid., 203. 

:1, !hid., z93. 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XIX, Number 2 (April
1971)

H rtr·rard T...ibrrtrJJ R1tllctin 
Arthur Ha1larn in April 1849~ in London~ to Francis Pa]gra,Tc., ,vho 
reco] le c tedj 
I-Ic then brought forth a bundle of bcantifuUy copied vec-5e: the na111e uln 
i\-len1oriamn I do not think he used; and read several pieces. One ,vas No. CIII, 
,ion that last night .t ,vhich friends had specially achnired: others from 
the e1rly series d~~<.:ribing the ship sainog ' 1f ro1n the Italian shore" (No. IX): 
and thut., I think, ,vhcrc parents or S\\'Ccthc-arr ~nvait a sonis or a Jovces rcturn. 16 

Thus ·\ve have 2. ''bundlc~:t and a ""book.,';) according to t,-vo records 
fron1 1849~ and it is probably ft f::.1ir ~ssunlption that the "hookn is 
presently on display in the Usher Gallery of Lincoln~ But the "bundle" 
problern has no,v been n1ore great1y con1p]icatcd by Palgravc'.s star-
tling 1·cvelation: CIII. and l.X., ·\"vhich ~f'enny.son definitely· read fron1 
the bundle., are not in the Si1ncon-Trinity n1anuscripr., and neither are 
\TI (about ,vhich Palgravc ,vas tnorc cautious in his 1nemorics) nor 
the other poen1s of the "Fair ship'~ series. .And neither CIII nor \TI 
is an1ong the H~rvard papers. The ~'bundleJ~, as ,vc have seen already~ 
h2s been sub.shlntiatcd both by \7 alcrie Pitt <1nd hy the letter of J--J ~1-
la1n Lord Tennyson to Trinity College. In the latter, ho\vcver, the 
nun1bcr of sections estin1ntcd to be in the Sin1eon-Trinity 1nanuscript 
(one hundred) is far closer to the actual number in the Lincoln n1anu-
scr i pt, ,,7 hi ch j n di ca tes that I--l" J 1 a 111 seen1 s not to have exa n1 in cd th c 
manuscript ciosely. 

Despite discrepancies het,vcen the bundle kno,vn to Palgrave and 
the one ,vl1ich supposedly· bccan1e the Trinity manuscript, Palgr-ayc,s 
,vords could indicate that only the J. .. juco]n n1an-uscripr existed us a 
book at this tin1e. If this tvere the cg_se1 ,ve might conjecture that the 
bundle of paper~ is not only the copy used by the printer of the trial 
edition, but js also (at least in part) the sheets given to Trinity· Col-
lege by ,vay of the Si111eons. Therefore the J_1jnco}n 111anusc.ript ,vould 
be the one Tennyson left in a cupboard in London., and ,vhich he 
asked Coventry Patn1ore to rescue. The Jetter of 28 Fehruary 18 50 
to Pa tn1 ore ref crs to 
iny book of Elegies: you kno,v ,vhat I 111ean, a longt butcher-]edger-Hke book. 
4 •• I ha,Te some obsc1,1rc rcrnc:tnbrnncc of h:iving Jent it to you. 16 

Of course the theory- th at this lcdg er is no,v th c Lincoln manuscript 
collapses if ,ve grant the accuracy of both Patmore and Ha1lan1 l.'cnny·-

1~ Ai e·nioi r II, 486. 
~ 0 A1e-n1oir I, 297. 
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Tbe Prob}e1u of the In J\1en1orja111 Aianuscripts 159 
son, ,v ho in 1 a ter y cars a ffirrn that this Iescued book \Vas given to the 
Sin1cons. Pat1nore ,v rote to Halla en Tennyson, 

The letter from your father concernjng the 1\1S of '"In l\1cmoriamn I gave to 
the fote Sir John Simeon, thinking that he ought to have it~ as he had the A·1S 
itself. This letter asked 111c to vjsit tl1c ]odging in T\1on1ington PI1-1ce, Hamp-
stead Road, ,,,hich he had occupied t,vo or three ,vecks before~ .. 11 

At no point in the ,11eu,oil' or in any 0ssociated docurnent js there a 
shred of correcriye infor1nation that the above n1anuscript is 11ot the 
one presented to Sir John Sirncon. l~enn)7S011 had realjzcd that his 
book ,vas 1nissing \vhen he ,vished to read some section~ from it to 
a visiting arList. Although he nu1y have ~ought the l[rgest available 
grouping of 111 Aietnorin111 sections fron1 ,vhich to read, it secn1s curi-
ous thrtt he should have no n1atcrial at hand- not even the bundle 
of pa pcrs he had sh O\Yl1 to others. 0 ne is still tc 111 pted to believe that 
on1)7 one ledger existed in r 850., but the peculiar nature of the Trinity 
book ,vith its cryptic doodles and inscriptionary material (partly in 
Sp a ni sl 1), its n1otto stanza., blank pages and a 11 the other f ca tu res noted 
earlier, tends to rniiitate against such a be]ief. The clai1ns of either 
the Trinity or Lincoln 1nanuscript to be the ledger mentioned in 
~ccounts of the !11 A1einorin1ll manuscripts st11l see1n unfounded. "'''ill 
nnoLhcr long manuscript appear? 

i 7 !hid. See also the footnote Ly Ht1.ll~nl,. 197. Undouutedly Tennyson did not 
give two manuscripts of the pa crn to the Si1neons. 
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