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The Howe Fund, a Generation Later

EXRY SALTONSTALL Howe, ’6g, was a collector of the

works of Jane Austen, George Eliot, and Thomas Hardy,

burt he found a particular fascination in gathering associa-

tion books. At his death in 1931 he bequeathed to Harvard
the finest of his books — the collection of books from the libraries of
the Presidents of the United States has been maintained down to the
present incumbent — as well as the sum of §25,000 to establish a fund
for the purchase of books, ‘prefcrably those having an association in-
terest.” Over the twenty-cight years that the Howe Fund has been
available, the principal has been increased, by the able administration
of the Treasurers of Harvard, to §27,500, and the present annual in-
come is about $1,400.

Every now and then someone suggests that it would be an impressive
demonstration of Harvard’s stewardship to assemble together all the
thousands of bocks that have been acquired from the mmcome of the
L300 bequest of Thomas Hollis in the 295 years during which that
income has cnabled the Harvard Library to acquirc books. No doubt
it would, but it would likcwise entail a vast amount of labor to do so.
This past spring, for the latest meeting of the Harvard Overseers’
Committee to Visit the Library, a much more modest demonstration
was provided, viz., an assembling of most of the books and manuscripts
that have been acquired with the income of the Ilowe Fund during
the generation it has been cstablished. The several hundred volumes
that a necessarily hasty survey revealed were found to require nearly a
scorc of three-foot shelves; from this selection was prepared, by Roger
E. Stoddard, an exhibition, in the Houghton Library, of forty or fifty
volumes that could, from the same shelves, have been duplicated with
little diminution of quality.

Mr Howe’s preference for ‘association” books has been regarded by
the Harvacd Library as mandatory, and all of the hundreds of volumes
bought with this Fund arc either from the librarics of eminent men or
women or presentation copies from eminent authoss. For the most part
these volumes have not merely bookplates, inscriptions, or super-
libris indicating such ‘association’ but also contain annotations that
makc them not only of sentimental but also of scholarly importance —
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indeed, some of them have been studied by numerous scholars and
accounts of several of them have already appeared in as many as a dozen
diffcrent books and articles, as, for example, Herman Melville’s annota-
tions in the seven-volume, Boston, 1837, edition of Shakespeare, or the
370 letters inlaid in Leigh Hunt’s copy of R. H. Horne’s A New
Spirit of the Age.

Among the books shown werc oncs bearing ownership inscriptions

of Ben Jonson, John Donne, Izaak Walton, Alexander Pope (his copy
of Boileau-Despréaux’ Qenvres, 1512, upon which his Essay on Criti-
cisii was Dbased), T.ord Byron (his copy of Madame de Stael’s De
P Allemagne, Paris, 1813, most interestingly annctated), and R. L,
Stevenson {(his copy of Mclville’s Omoo, with the inscription ‘Yacht
Casco’ beside his signature, — said to be the book that sent Stevenson
to the South Seas), and others with the bookplates of Thomas Carlyle,
Charles Dickens, and Anthony Trollope, this last with interesting an-
notations. There were fine cxamples of books bound for N. C. I. de
Peiresc, Charles I, Maric de Médicis, Sir Kenclm Dighy, David Garrick,
and Robert Southey.

The ‘presentation’ volumes included a book given by Daniel
Heinsius to Isaac Casaubon, others by Charles Cotton, Sir Thomas
Browne {a posthumous gift by bis daughter, together with an impor-
tant letter about his posthumouvs publications, which she undcrtook —
the latest acquisition by the fund), Edmund Burke (a copy of his
Reflections on the Revolution in France, 1790, given te Sir Philip
Francis, with the latter’s heavy annotations, together with another copy
of the samc book annotated by J. Horne Tooke), D). F. E. Auber’s
La sinette de Portici, 1828, presented to Madame Damorean, who sang |
the title role when this opera was first produced in Brussels with such |
cffect that the resulting riot set off a revolution that drove the Dutch
from the country; R. H. Barbam’s Ingoldshy Legends presented to his
son by ‘“Thomas Ingoldsby,’ one of a dozen thick-paper copies printed; |
J. R. Lowell’'s 4 Year's Life, presented to Mary Townsend with im-
portant annotations varying from those in another copy already at
Harvard; and Frédéric Mistral’s Calendar, Avignon, 1867.

The annotated proofsheets or copics prepared by the authors {or
reprinting included W. S. Landor’s Poetry by the Author of Gebir,
1802 Sir Walter Scott’s Private Letiers of the Seventeenth Century,
1821; Wordsworth's Senwets, 1838; Edward Fitz(erald’s Aganiens-
non, 1876; and Oscar Wilde’s Ballad of Reading Gaol, 1898, Among
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the authors’ manuscripts with association interest were Voleaire’s L
Pricelle d’Orléans, in part holograph and «with his annorations; the holo-
graph manuscript, in his armorial binding, of S. P. Mérard dc Saint
Just’s L’Occasion et Ie montent; D. (G, Rossetti’s ‘Praise and Prayer,’
which in a moment of despair he threw into his wife’s grave but later
permitted to be exhumed; and the “Liber Amicorum’ of Gisela Miihler
von Miihlerstein, Rilke’s cousin, which contains some of his carliest
poetry. |

The place of honor was given to the first Little Gidding Concordance
or Harmony of the Gospels, lent by the nuns to King Charles I and
rcturned by him with his annotations. This volume has been the sub-
ject of three papers. in this BurLeTin. It is now kept with the George
Herbert collection in the entrance hall of the Houghton Library, and
1s the most important addition that has been made to that collection
since it was given to Harvard by the late Professor G. I, Palmer, Be-

. stde the Concordance in the cxhibition was displa}rcd a copy of Lord
Herbere of Chcrbury s De la verité, Paris, 1639, In 2 ﬁne example of
his ‘presentation’ binding.

During succeeding generations this Fund, like other Library Iunds,
will no doubt continue to add shelf afrer shelf of books that are of
similar utility and interest. The Howe Fund will very likely acquire
for Harvard ‘association books’ of authors yct unborn.

WiLLiam A. JACKSON
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