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The Howe Fund, a Generation Later 

EXRY SAL1'0NSTALL Ho,vE, '69, ,vas a collector of the 
,vorks of_ Jane Austen, G·corge Eliot~ -and Thon1as Hardy, 
but he found 2 particu]nr fascination in gathering associa-
tion books .. At his death jn 1931 he bequeathed to Harv·ard 

the finest of his books - the collection of books from the libraries of 
the Presidents of the United States has been maintained do,vn to the 
present incu1nbent - as \vcll as the surn of S 25,000 to establish a fund 
for the purchase of books, 'preferably those having an association in-
terest~' Over the t,vcnty-cight years that the Ho,vc Fund has been 
available, the principal has been increased, by the ublc ud1ninistrntion 
of the Treasurers of Harvardt to $27,5oot and the present annual in,_ 
con1e is about S 1,.400. 

Every no-\ v and then son1eon e suggests th at it ,van Id be an i1n prcssi ve 
dc111onstration of I-Iarvardts stc\vardship to assen1blc together u11 the 
thousands of book~ that have been acquired fron1 the incon1e of the 
£500 bequest of Thornas Hollis in the 295 years during ,vhich that 
incon1c has cnab]ed the Harv.a.rd Library· to acquire books. No doubt 
it \vouldt but it ,vould likc\vjse entail a Yast amount of labor to do so. 
This past spring, for the latest n1ceting of the Harvard Overseers' 
Committee to \lisit the Lib rar)7 , a much more mod est den1onstration 
,vas provjded,.viz~, an asscrnb]ing of niost of the books and manuscripts 
that have been acquired ,vith the incon1e of the llo,ve Fund during 
the generation .it has been established. The several hundred vohuncs 
that a necessarily hasl)T survey revealed ,vere found to require nearly a 
score of three-foot shelves; from this selection ,v-as prepared, by ll.oger 
E .. Stoddard 1 ~n exhibition, in the I-Ioughton Library, of forty or fifty 
v0Iun1es that could, from the san1e shelves~ have been duplicated \Vith 
little din1inution of quality .. 

l\lr Ho,ve's preference for 'association, books l1as been ·regarded by 
the Harvard Library as n1andatory·, and all of the hundreds of volun1es 
bou{Tht ,-vith tl1is Fund arc either fron1 the libraries of eminent 1nen or 

D 
,von1en or presentation copies f ro1n en1incnt authors. For the n1ost part 
these volutnes have not merely bookplates, inscriptions 1 or super-
libris indicatjng such "association' but also contain annotations that 
n1akc then1 not only of sentin1ental but also of scholarly i1nportance -
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indeed,, s01ne of them h-ave been studied by numerous .scholars -and 
accounts of severa1 of them have already appeared in as n1any as a dozen 
different hooks and articles~ 2s, for example, I-Icnnan IVl.elviHe's annota-
tions in the scvcn-volun1e~ Boston, r 83 7, edition of Shakespeare, or the 
3 70 ]ctters inlaid in Leigh Hunt"s copy of R. H. Hornc\s A ·J:,.l ew 
Spirit of tbe Age. 

Among the books sh o,v n ,verc on cs bcarj ng o,vncrshi p inscriptions 
of Ben Jonson, John Donne, l7,aak '-''alton, Alexander Pope (his copy 
of Boi]eau-Despreaux' Oeu·vres, 17 r 2., upon ,vhich his Essay 011 Criti-
cinn ,vas based), J ..1ord Byron (his copy of 1\-1:idame de Staers De 
tAlleu,ague~ Parisi 18 l 3, n1ost interestingly annotated), and-R. lh 
Stevenson (his copy of 1\1.clville)s O'JJ100., ,vith the inscription 'Yacht 
Casco, beside his sign-ature, said to be the book that sent Stevenson 
to the South Seas), and others ,vith the bookplates of Thomas Carlyle~ 
Charles Di ck ens, a~1d A nth on y Trollope, th is last ,vi th in tercsti n g an-
notations. There ,vere .fine cxarnplcs of books bound for N. C. F~ de 
Peiresc, Churlcs I~ 1\1aric de ivlcdicis, Sir Kenclm Digby~ David G2rrick2-
and Robert Sot1they. 

The 'presentation' volu1nes included a book given by Daniel 
1-Jeinsius to Isaac Casaubon, others by· Charles Cotton, Sir Thon1as 
Bro,vne (a posthl1mous gift by his daughter., together ,vith an impor-
t-a.nt'letter about his posthumous pub]ications, ,vhich she undertook-
the latest acquisition by the fund), Edmund Burke (a copy of hi~ 
Refiectionr 011 tbe Revolution in France, 1790,, given to Sir PhBip 
Francis, ,vith the latter's heavy annotations, together ,vith another copy 
of the same book annou1tcd by J. Horne Tooke), D. F. E .. A uher\~ 
La 1nuette de Portici, 1828, presented to l\1adame Dan1orean" ,vho sang 
the tit 1 e role \.Vhen this opera , vas first prod u cc d in B russc ls ,vith such 
effect that the resulting riot set off a revolution that drove the Dutch 
from the country; R.H. Barha1n"s lngoldsby Legends presented to his 
son h)r ~Thomas Ingoldsby/ one of a dozen thi"ck-pa.per copies printed; 
J. R .. Lo,veH's A Year's Life~ presented to j\1-ary To,vnscnd ,vith i1n-
portant annotations varying from those in another copy alread)T at 
Harvard; and Frederic l\1istral~s Cale11dau, Avignon 1 1867. 

The annot11tcd proof sheets or copies prepared by the au th ors for 
reprinting included ,~r~ S~ Landor's Poetry by tbe Author of Gebir~ 
1802~ Sir \¥alter Scott's l'rivate Letters of tbe Seveutee11tb Century, 
1 Si J; ,¥ords,vorthrs Sonnets, 1838; Ed,vard FitzGerald's Agan1e111-
11on,, 1876; and Oscar ,,rilde's Ballad of Reading Gaol, 1898. Among 
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the authors' 111an user i pts ,vi th a.sso cia ti on j n re rest ,·vcre \T o1 taire 's La 
I'11celle d}Orlea11s1 in part holograph and .,virh his annotations~ the holo-
graph manuscript, in his armorial binding, of S. P. l\1crard de Saint 
]uses L'Occasiou et le 'lJtou1eut; D. G. Rossetti's 'Praise and Pray·er/ 
,vhich in a 1nomcnt of despair he thre,v into his ,vife's grave but later 
permitted to be exhumed; and the 'Libcr .Punicon1n1' of Gisela lVliihlcr 
v on A 1 ti h ler stein t Ri 1 kc, s cousin, , v hi ch con rains so1n e of his car 1 iest 
poetry. _ 

The place of honor \Vas given to the first Little Gidding Concordance 
or 1-Iarmony of the Gospels~ lcn t by the nuns to I(in g Charles I and 
returned by him ,vith his ~nnotations. This volun1e has been the sub-
ject of three papers in this BuLLETIN4 It is no,v kept \Vith the George 
Herbert collection in the entrance hall of the Houghton T~ibrary., a~1d 
is the most important addition that has been made to th~t collection 
since it ,vas given to Harvard by the late Professor G. I-L Paln1cr. Be-
side the Concordar:ice in the cxhjbition ,vas displayed a copy of Lord 
Herbert of Chcrbury,s De la verjte, Paris, 1639, jn a fine example of 
his ,= pre sen ta ti on' binding 4 • 

During succeeding generations this Fund, like other Library Funds, 
,viH no doubt continue to add shc]f after shelf of books that arc of 
similar u ti] i ty and interest. The 1-Io\ve Fund ,v il I very l i k:eI y acquire 
for Harvard 'association books~ of authors yet unborn~ 

v\'JLLTA!\1. A4 JACKSON 



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume XIII, Number 3
(Autumn 1959)

List of Con tri bu tors 

H F.kilF.R'f Ilu·r-n-:1t.F1 r;Ltl, , 7ice~Chrince1lor of the University of Can1bridgc, J\1astcr 
of PeterhouseJ and Profes~or of j\iJodern History 

G. L. HuxLEY, Fello\v of All Sou]i, Oxford 

D !\NIEL L. l\1:cCuE., JR., Assi~tnn t Professor of Eng 1 is h, Boston Co 11 cg c 

G EOl~GE H "'\V ltLlA 1\1 s., lV j n n Prof cssor of Ecc] esi astic:al 1-l istory., Ha rY nrd Uni-
+ ,Ters1ty 

Ho\VARD l\1u1\JFORD J o~r.s~ Professor of Eng1ish~ Harvard University 

Sru A RT A TK 1Ns1 Prof cssor of G crm ani Harvard Uni vcr.si ty 
j\1ADJSON C. BATES, Professor of Eng 1 is h., En1cr j n1s, R utg c::rs Un ivcrsi c y 
J\11r.AbA Sou~~OVAi Siav-jc Divjsioni Harvard College J_.ibrary 
\V1LLL\t\1 A. JACKSON., Professor of Bjbiiography 1 I-larva.rd University., and Li-

brarian of the 1--Ioughton Library of the 1-Iarvard Co1Iege Library 

Forthcomi11g Articles 

Second Horblit Lecture on the History of Science J Al\! ES 11. CON ANT 

L' Ar Jenice: An Un kno\vn Eng 1 ish Edition of Ra can's J_..e s-berge:ri es 
JEAN PA RRJSH ANP \ Vl J ,J.. IA 1' l A, JACKSON 

The i1:ni b li ot he ca Re USS i an a ad 8 ell un1 Tr j cenn e at ll arvard FRITZ R f.DLlCH 

Pattern.) of Reference in Srnartis Jubilate Agno ,v. J\•I. 1--.1ERCHANT 

A Co]onial \:Vriting l\ifaster's Collection of Eng]ish Copybooks 

The Sc mi nary in the Vlildcrnc.ss: A Re pres en to. rive Epj sod e in the 
Cultural Fiistory of Northern Nc\v England (concluded) 

RAY ~ASH 

GEORGE H, \V 1 LLJ Ai\'lS 

Charley J""ongfello\\' Goes to '"Tar A"KDRE"\V HILEN 

The Finest Secret: Etnotional Currents in the Life of Etnily Dickinson 
after z 8 6 5 THD)I>OR A , VARD 

Some Stray Fragr~nce of an Idc:al: Henry J:11nc..s"s Imagery for 
Youth's Disco\."'ery of Evil 1.orus SNo,v 

Early Edjtions of Pasternak's Doctor Zhivago JOHK A. RIGGS 

483 


