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Additional Letters of Sydney Smith

owerl C. Sanrd’s admirabic

recension of the letters of.

Sydncy  Smith,! 'originally
published i 1855 m the AMemoir and
Letters compiled by the canon’s
daughter Saba and his friend Mus
Sarah Austin, is a long-needed con-
tribution to the scholarship of the
nineteenth century, The editor’s
‘overriding purpose’ was, he states, ‘to
put on rccord as accurate a text as
possible of all Sydney Smith’s letters,
published and unpublished, on which
] ‘could lay my hands’ In carrying
out this desipn, he has more than
doubled the number of published fet-
ters, corrected and completed many
published in faulty texts, and supplicd
annotations that appreciably increasc
the usefulness of the Jerters.

My purpose is to present eight let-
ters as additions to the ncw reccension.
Four of these have not previously
been published, and one has been pub-
lished only in part. The manuscripts
of six of the cight are in the Harvard
College Library, and provide the texts
here presented; the remaining two let-
ters are given as previvusly printed,”
since the originals (if extant) are un-
knawn to nwe,

These cight letters ave, in effect, a
supplement to the new edition, and 1
have therefore assigned numbers that
will integrate them with the general

VThe Letters of Sydney Swdath, 2 vals.
{(Oxford, 1953).

*In Richard Harris Dalton Barham, The
Life and Letiers of the Rev, Richard Harris
Harbam, 2 vols. (Landan, 1870).

series. 1 have also followed Mr
Smith's editorial policy in the reten-
tion of the original ecrratic spelling
and haphazard use of capitals, as weli
as in the insertion of ‘¢’ (originally
omitted without apostrophe) before
the final ‘d’ of past participles; hut I
have not accompanied him in the sub-
stitution of other punctuation for
original dashes or in the use of periods
where none occurs in the manuseript.

The cight letters are addressed to
three persons: one to George Howard,
Jord Morpeth; three to Charles
Sunmmer; and four to Richard Harrs
Barham. I have annotated those to
Sumner and Barbham in  somewhat
greater detail than would be required
if the name of either appeared in the
new work.

630A. Lonrn Morerrni®

My dear Morpeth
The most Athletic person in London
perhaps is the present Organist® of St

*Origing! in HCL.

*George William  Frederick Howard
(1802-1864), Viscount Morpeth (1B26), and
later (1848) 7th Earl of Carlisle. '

®Thomas Atrwvood {1965-:1838). Dar-
ham’s series of candid comments on his {ct-
low members of the Garrick Club conrains
an informative entry on Atoswood: ‘Tle
composer, organist and coinposer to the
King, and arganist of St. Paul’s Carhedral.
He remained a member only the first year,
and dying in 1338 was Luried on the lase day
of Afarch in that year, with a choir funeral
in &t [aul's Cathedral, aer. 33. Sir G.
Smart sueceeded him as composer o the
Qucen, and John Sale as orpanist. For bis’
situation at St. Paul’s there were cleven
candidates, smong them Adams, Georpe
Sale, Sturges, Cooper, Tom Welsh' (7%
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Pauls, —and the one most likely to live
— he is actueally canvassing for the re-
reversion of some office holden by
Welch® I am so situated howerver that
if he should die I cannot without breach
of faith say ves ro Mr Welch — & thus
if you intcrest yqursclf for him will be
a SINCCIC regret o me —

I amm glad you arc all so well at
Clastle]. T1[oward] we are equally so at
Clombe] FEJlorey]*—and often wish
that C F. was ncarer to C H. —

These long Sessions must have made
ali the World romanticzlly fond of the
Country

Te Vincunt liquidi Picadille in Vaile-

bus amnes
Vineit frondosum te PPicadille nemus
our united regards ever yours my dr
Morpeth most sincercly

Sydney Smith
September 2d 1833

Charles Sumner {(1811-1874), a
handsome young tan and brilliant
lawyer not long out of Harvard, de-
termined not to make his projected
trip to England and the Continent
‘peculiarly  legal’ ‘I shall aim,’” he
wrote to a friend on ¢ August 1837,

Garrick Club: Notices of One Hundred
and Tbhirty-Five of Its Former Menibers,
New York, 1896, pp. 6-7).

°1 assutme thar this is Thomas YWelsh
(1781-1858), the noted wvocalist, chorister,
and teacher. Evidently Lord Motpeth had
requested Smith to use his influence in
Welsh’s candidacy to replace Atcwaood, who
at this time was sixty-eight, Barham's com-
ment {note s, cbove) makes clear that the
position was hotly contested upon Att-
waood’s death,

"Smith became recror of Combe Florey,
Taunton, Seomerseeshire, in 18zp. He com-
rments [requently aboat it. For example, he
wrore saon after his arrival: “This place is
very beautiful, and in a most bzautiful
comtry. I nced not say how my climate is
mproved. The neighbourhood much the
same as all other ncighbourhoods. Red wine
and white, soup and fish, bad wit and goad
nature’ (Letters, II, ;00).

‘to sec seciety in all its forms which
are accessible to me; to see men of all
characters; to oliserve nstitutions and
JIaws; to go circuits and attend terms
and parhaments; and then come home
and be happy.’® With plans for his
trip carefully made, he sailed from

.New York for Le Havre aboard the

Albany on Deccember 8th. Ide re-
mained in [France two months longer
than he had intended and did not
reach London until 31 May 1838, For
the next ten months he was enter-
tained by English society as few
Americans had been. He was admit-
ted as a forcign visitor to four clubs:
Garrick, Alfred, Travellers’, and
Athenaeum. Abstaining from seeking
mtroductions and not needing most
of the letters that he carried, he was
passed from circle to circle with an
unprecedented  popularity remarked
upon by several Iinglish writers.?
Pierce, his biographer, attributed
Sumner’s success in Inglish society to
his ‘genuineness and enthusiasm’ and
his ‘rare intelligence on all topics most
interesting to Englishinen.” 1© Tf he
lacked wit and brilliance in conversa-
tion, he made up for it by ‘his
thoughtful spirit, his fulness of knowl-
edge, his amiable dispesition, and the
catholic temper with which he ob-
scrved foreign cusroms and institu-
ttons.” Whatever the cxplanation, at
one point in his trip he wrote: “Never

Aldward L. Picrce, Memeoir and Lefters
of Clarles Stonner (London, 1878), 1, iyz.

“See, for exeample, Abraham Idayward,
‘Arnceicann Orators and Swatesmen,” Qiar-
terly Review, LXVII (1840}, 33, 347 Henry
Fothergifl Chorley: Ausobiograpny, Men:-
oir, and Letters, c¢d. Henry G. Idewlete
(London, 1873), 1, 180181, For opinions
of other Englishmen, sce Picree, Suminer, 1,
assim.

®Picrce, Swmmner, 1, 304.
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did 1 enjoy su much happiness as has
been my lot in the last few wecks” 1

When and where he first met Syd-
ney Smith — the possibilities are too
numerous to warrant conjccturc —
is uncertain, But Smith invited him
for a visit within six weeks after he
had arrived.

75848, CHarirs SuMNER™Y

My dear Sr

We are attacked in this World with
diverse DJiseases—and Sundry kinds of
PDeath —we cannot help it & must bear
it as well as we can —

If yoor Rambles lead you to the Waest
of Lngland come and sce me at Combe
Florey, Taunton Somersctshire

Yours very trucly
Sydncy Smith

33 Charles St Berkley Sq
July 12 [838]" Mr Summner

Sumner began his ‘circuits’ on July
24. His ‘most delightful ramble’ tool
him first to Guilford, then to Win-
chester and Salisbury, Old Sarum and
Stonehenge, and thence mto Devon
and Cornwall. From Liverpool on
August 12th he wrote an account of

his journey to his American friend
George S. Hillard: ‘From Ixcter [
went up through the green fields of

1 Pierce, Sunmer, 1, 290.

¥ Original in HCL; printed (in part) in
Plerce, Sumner, 1, 333.

“In the first instalment of Sumner's
lengthy, or as he calls it, “Alcexandrine’ Jetter
te Judge Joseph® Story, written July iath,
he begins to catalogue some of the many in-
vitations he has received te visit conntry
seats, including thosc of Lord Bexley, Lord
Leicester, Lord Titzwilltam, ‘Mr. Marshall
at the Lakes," and Lord Aarpeth in Ireland.
With evident telish, he continues: ‘and this
mament, while I write, I have received 2
note from the greatest of wits, Sydney
Smith, quoting, in conclusion, the Jast sen-
tence of Smith's letter here transcribed
(Picree, Summner, 1, 333).

Devon and Somerset to the delicions
parsonage of Sydney Smith, Combe
Ilorey, where 1 passed a good part of
two days, and most relictantly lefe in
arder to go north to Wells, to mcet
the Western Circuit again, . . . My
vISiE to S}fdney Smith was delicious.
He pave me a book on parting, as he
satd, to assist in calling to my mind
his parsonage.” 1

Smith, as the next letter shows, was
cqually delighted with his American
onCSt.

758B. Cuarrrs Sumuer ¥

My dear Sr

I have a great admiration of America
and have met with 2 great Number of
agrecable enlightened Americans There
is sumething in the honesty Simplicity
and Manliness of your Countrymen
which pleases me very much -

We were very grateful to you for be-
lieving in us—and coming to sce us &
it will be a pleasure to me to think that
I am remembered & thought well of on
the other side of the World by a Gentle-
man as honorable —and as enlightened
as yourself —

veey truely yrs
Sydney Smith

Combe Florey Taunton
August 16
1858
Ar Sumaner
Mes Sydney begs to be very kindly re-
membered to you and hopes to be long
remembered 2y you

Despite the letter’s tone of finality,
this was not the Iast mecting of the
witty canon and his new friend.
Smith invited him to dinner on 6
March 1839, at 33 Charles Street,

Y Pieree, Sunmer, 1, 341-342.
¥ Original in HCL; priteed, with devia-
tions in text, in Pierce, Swmaner, 1, 341, 1, 2.
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Berkeley Square.® Sumner left Eng-
fand on March z2:nd and went to
Paris; he returned on 17 March 1840,
to find London 'more bewitching
than ever” Sometime shortly there-
after he saw Smith, and later reccived
the following invitation.

BorA. CuHarres Suainer Y

56 Green St— [Marcli 1830]

Dear Sr
Will you breakfast with me any day
except Sunday?
yours truely
Sydney Smith

Summner concluded a shoxt letter to
Hillard on 28 March 1840, as follows:
‘But I muse stop. 1 must go new to
breakfast with Sydncy Smith; to-
morrow, with Rogers; next day, with
dear Sir Robert Inglis; the riext with
Milnes. But 1 must be off. Good-by.
I shall soon be with you,’ ¢ On April
3rd he lefc London and went to Ports-
mouth, whence on the following day
he sailed for America.

Richard Harris Darham  {(1788-
1845), better known by his liccrary
pseudonym “Thomas Ingoldsby,’ came
to St Paul’s as 2 minor ¢anon 1n 1821
from his native Kent. The appoint-
ment of Smith to onc of the canonrics
ten years lacer afiorded the occasion
for the first meeting of the two men,
Barham made the following diary
entry for z October 1831: ‘Rev. Syd-
ncy Smith read himself in as Resi-
dentiary at St. Paul’s; dined with him
afterwards at Dr. | Thomas] Hughes's.
[He mentioned having once half of-
fended Sam Rogers by recommending
him, when he sat for his picture, ta he

® According to DPierce, Sionnmer, 1, 333,
n. 2, though without supporting data.
* Original in TICL.

drawn saying his praycrs with his
face in his hat.’ 1¢

There is ample testimony to the
continued friendship of Barham and
Smith. Dalcon Barham, Ingoldsby’s
san aud biographer, says that ‘circurn-
stances led afterwards to a pretey fre-
quent correspondence between them,
chiefly indeed bearing reference to
matters of business, hut abounding, on
the part of ... [Smith], with in-
stances of that decided spirit and
peculiar humour inseparable from his
writings and conversation.!** Evi-
dently the good nature and kindliness
of cach was perceived by the other,
for, although Barham was as stanch a
Tory as Smith a Whig, their friend-
ship persisted,

Of their correspondence only the
following letters are, ta my knowl-
edge, extant,

863A. R. K. Baroam ™

30 Green Street,” November 15, 1841.

Many thanks, my dear Sir, for your
kind present of game.” If there is a pure
and clevated pleasure in this world, it is
the roast pheasant and bread sauce —
haril door fowls for dissenters, but for

Y Picree, Summcr, 11, 144.

Y Barham, fife. 1, 200. Hughes was 2
canon of St Paul's, who lived in Amen
Corner. Upan his death in 1833, Mi1s Hughes
moved ro Kingston Lisle. They were the
grandparencs of the author of Towr Broawn's
Sclhool Days.

® Barham, Life, I, 19p.

. " Original not located; text here printed
from Barbam, Life, I, 134.

*There is no record of Smith’s having
ived at No. 3p. Cf. Letrer 801 A, above,
Dalron Barham’s LiJe is marred by numer-
QUS errors,

“ Barhamn often went to Kent for a few
days ol pheasant hunting. Tor his commeants
on and a poem about one such wip, sce my
article, ‘A New Letter and Poemn by
“Thomas Ingoldsby,”’ Boster ibdic Li-
brary Quarterly, YV (1953), 21B-221.



Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume IX, Number 3 (Autumn

1955)

Notes 401

the rcal churchman, the thirty-nine
times articled clerk-— the pheasant, the

phca sant!
LEver yours,

Syd ney Smith.

043A. R. H. Barnast®

Dear Darham

by this post 1 have written to my
Vitruvivs / Watts 2 South St Grosvenor
Square * / to attend immcediately to your
concerns — & to arrest the [?7)* At-
mospher.

I can hardly belicve that the flowery
Dale ¥ is to be the new Canon —

Many thanks T am telerably f{ree
from Gout but am attacked in the
bladder —and alarmingly so that T am
afraid it will interferc a good deal with
my duty at the Cathedral as jt has done
in my parish Church. T think jt will not
be very long before T po to look after

* Qriginal in HCL.

=Thomas Wans, ‘builder &e.} is listed
at z South Strcet, Grosvenor Square {or
South Audley Suect) in the Fosr Office
London Directory berween 1838 and 1858,
I vwe this information to AMe William
Kcllaway, of the Guiidhall Library, Lon-
don, where a file of the Direciory for the
relevant years is available,

*The word has not been deciphercd.

®*Thomas Dale (1797-1870)}, vicar of
St Bride's, 1835, and canon residentiary of
St Paul's, 1843. Barham’s letter to Mrs
Hughes written from Amen Corner, 3o
QOctober 1843, contains his reaction to the
appointment: ‘As to &t Pavl's, I am much
pleased at having so gond a neighbour as
Dale, whom I know and much like. The
Dcat, tno, is pleased with the appoinmuent,
and Sydney Srnith no less so. 1 was half
Afraid of some sour and lanik-haired Pusey-
ite, with whom 1 might have had to carry
on a perpetual warfare, and that, shat up, as
you know we are together in “The Corner”
(xwhich, by the way, when our alder bush
is ont in Ieaf, I call Amen Grove), would
be fighting in a saw pit. Dale, however, is
an excellent fcllow, and 1 doubt not we shall
be very good neighbours’ (Life, II, 163).

Taite™ and tell him who his Successor
has been—
Youss eyver
Sydney Smith
Combe Florcy
Taunton
QOctober 15 1843

o79A. R. 11, Barnan ®

[Brighton?]™ April 6, 1844.

Dear Barham,--1 send this order for

20/., a sum which, with your care and

discreton, will soon raise the libraty at

St, Paul's™ to a Jevel with that of Alex-

andria in ancient times; 1 don’t mean its
level afrer combustion, but before.
Yanrs traly,

Sydncy Smith.

* Smith's reference to Tate is made clear
in the continuation of Darhow's letter to
Mrs THughes {Life, II, 163-164): “You will
be glad to hear that Sydney Smith has
nominated Mr. [James] Tae's son [Thomas,
1802-1R43] and curate to the living of Ed-
matiten. This we are very glad of, for
poor fr. Tare, owing to the misconduct of
others, lefc his wife and dauglhters almost
penniless. Te is the mere to Ar. Smith’s
crcdit that the young man did not even
apply for it. e is much respected there,
and bears an cxcellent character.” Ssiith’s
own letter (No. 945} of October 2310d to
hi; wife pives an account both amusing and
pathetic of his call on the Tate family to
announce that the son is to succred the
father. One of the first acts of Thomas
Tate, however, was to dismiss Thomas
WWarren, his felfow curate under his father,
and son of the vicar before James Tate.
Smith’s ire was kindled at the dced, and in
several letters thereafeer he lashies out ae the
‘unscriptoral curare’s’ harshness and cruelty.

* Original not located; text here printed
from Barham, Life, I, 171.

* Letters 979 and gSo rcveal that Smith
was away from London ‘for neatly a fort-
night’ after April . He visited Brighton
and Munden, Herts, the home of his son-
in-law Nathaniel Ilibbert, who married
LEmily Smith.

% Barham worked cnerpetically to im-
prove the library of St Paul’s,
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o84A. R. H. Barnam ™

56 Green St
Grosvenor S5q
Tiwesday [May] o [1844]%
Dear Barham,

I always come to Vivian™ or you in
the great concerns of Life— pray in-
vestigate this® as soon as you can and
write me something about it for the
Edification of Ld Fitzwilliam. 1 depen[d]
on your kindness

Yrs ever
Syrdney Smith

Wirniaal G, LANE

® Qriginal m HCL.

“The date is established by LEar]l Fire-
william’s leteer, given belowr,

* James  William  Vivian  {1385-1876),
minor canon of St Paul's 18t6+75 and rector
of St Peter-le-Poor 184z until his death.

“CT'his' 15 the suhject of the following
letter  (oriminal in HCL) from Charles
William Weatworth, sth Tarl Fitzwilliam,
to Smich:

Dear A" Smith
You ought to be, & rtherefore [ conclude
Yot are, well auluamred with all who have

been masters of S* Paul's School — was
there ever 3 M* Thickness master of ir, &
who was he by birth, parentage, &c, &c—
he ought to bave dicd shortly before 1992 —

if you don’t know anything sbout him,
can vou.tell me who does— Aly credit as
an editor wil be ruined il T cannot discover
all about him—

And, now, is there any day that you ¢an
dine with me—wilf Monday z0th do—or
some other day —

helieve me [7]
Yrs very faithfully
Fitzwilliam
{Srov® place, May g. 1844
thursday morning

George Thicknesse (1714-1790), older
brother of Philip Thicknesse, was high mas-
ter of St Paul's from 1748 to 1369. Hé was
succecded by Dr Richard Roberts (1369
18tg), who befriended Barham when he was
scnt to the school in Sop. Barham was
Stnith’s Jogical choice to answer Iitzwilliam,
u]m wnh Sir Richard Baurke, was enpaged
in cdmm the Corr espa?;r!erme of the Right
Hlonotn ab!e Ednnend Durke; between the
Imr rv44, and the Period of His Decease,

1797, 4 vols. (J.ondaon, 1844). A marhble
husr of Thicknesse by }ohn ]—hrLcy with an
inscription (not extant), ‘the joint work of
Sir Plnllp Francis and Edemund Burke, was
placed in St. Paul's School by his pupils in
1792" (DNB).

Audio-Visual Education at the Harvard
School of Business Administration

He basic jdea of using visual

aids in the eommunicative or

cducational process is certainly
not new, It came into being when the
first member of a primitive soctety
sought to ecnlarge the scope of
his vocal expression by illustrating
his thoughts with crude drawings
scratched on cave walls, Inadvert-
ently, perhaps, he had hit upon a prin-
ciple fundamental to 2ll Jearning, the

principle that ‘understanding results
from coordinated perception.’?
With the passage of time, scientifie
research has amassed evidence tending
to prove that of all the perceprory
mechamisms n the huran body those
responsil}le for ‘seeing’ and ‘hearing’
arc thc most imiportant to the process

YWalter A, Wittich and Charles T
Schubler, Awrdio-Visnal  AMaterials, Their
Nature and Use (New York, 1953}, p. 19.



List of Contributors

Carw F. Srraucn, Professor of English, Lehigh University
Rurn K, PorritT, Librarian, Radcliffe College Library

Saxsorn C. Brown, Associate Professor of Physics, Massachusetts Institute of
Technology

Anprew D Ospory, Assistant Librarian of the College J.ibrary in charge of the
Catalopue Department, [Harvard University

Mantson C. Bates, Professor of English, Emeritus, Rutgers University
DoueLas Bush, Professor of English, Harvard University
WiLLiant G, Lang, Instructor in English, Duke University

(zrorGce W. Gisson, Director of the Division of Audio-Visual Aids, Baker Li-
brary, Harvard University

NaTHALIS WEIGHT, Associate Professor of English, University of Tennessee
Dnarrry Cizevsky, Lecturcr on Slavic, Hacvard University
Jantes H. Broorrick, Instructor in English, Connecticut College

424

Harvard University - Houghton Library / Harvard University. Harvard Library bulletin. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Library. Volume IX, Number 3 (Autumn
1955)



