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The Classics at Harvard in the Nineties

EMINISCENGES developing from such a title as mine may well
start with the physical surroundings of classical study at Far-
vard, that is, with what a student entering college, as I did,
in 1898 found as a background against which steod out the
close-up views of the personalitics of his teachers. Another contempor-
ary or a reporter from a diffcrent geological horizon might give a dif-
ferent account; I can but attempt to convey my own impressions, ex-
cJuding, naturally, those of persons still living or but recently deceased.

Save for the large structures of Widener Library and the Memorial
Church, the ITarvard Yard Jooked not unlike the same arca today,
though indoors there have been many changes. Most courses in the
classics were conducted on the second or third floors of Sever Hall, a
building much admired in its youth, and even today to many of us older
alurini appearing, cxternally at least, more successful than its more re-
cent neighbors. Internally its floors shook and undulated with the im-
pact of arriving or departing feet, its small and plain classrooms were,
savc for some tattered maps of the ancient world, as unadorned as 1
supposc the classes of eighteen years preceding us had found them, and
there had been time in the intervening years to carve the simple forms
at which we sat with the initials of many a seeker after culture and to
permit the deposit upon walls and ccilings of that learncd dust which
Cambridge so readily welcomes. Tower rooms adjacent to the class-
rooms furnished waiting rooms for the faculty, whence at seven min-
utcs past the hour they sallied forth to action, each with his individual
gambit, dectermined, expectant, dignified, amused, stern, or absent-
minded. Some larger courses were given in the west classroom in Har-
vard Hall, or even, like public lectures, m the lecture roony in the semi-
circular burl on the old Fogg Museum (now Huut Hall).

But especially dear to the recollections of ‘them of old time’ was the
Classical Library in the south side of the first floor of Harvard Hall,
keys to which were available to classical upperclassmen and graduate
students. This was furnished with several Jarge tables for reading and
writing, 2 long standing bookcase on its cast side for large {olios, dic-
tionaries, etc., the north and west walls being occupied by shelves with
a fair set of Greek and Latin authors and the most used handbooks.
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The Classics at Harvard in the Nineties 259

Homely and smelly gas lights provided an atmosphere conducive to
evening somnolence, but at that period one of Harvard’s most dis-
tinguished professors refused to replace his gaslights with the upstart
electricity.

East of the Classical Library therc opened a smaller and more sclect
rctrcat — also gaslighted — for members of the graduate classical semi-
nary, who were usually about six or cight in number. If the door to this
philological nirvana werc open, less privileged souls outside might
muster courage to consult some technical journal shelved within, but
when the seminary was in session or when its members wished either
quict or a chance to chatter more freely together, the door was shut
and bore upon its outside cards inscribed with two somewhat antithetic
mottoes, one from the Clouds of Aristophancs: Yuydy oopar robr’ éom
¢povricripror {This Is the thinking-shop of wise souls), the other, in
praisc of wine-bibbing, from Varro: Hic hilaritatis dulce seminarins
(Hcere is the sweet nursery of good cheer). Who first placed these in-
scriptions was, cven in my cacly days, already forgotten. Nox must it
be supposcd from them thac the Latinists were always cheerful and the
Hellenists always pensive, for Dean Mary Cocs of Radchifte College —
a lady well known for direct and unflattering utterance — once re-
marked that she had observed that those professors who taught Greek
became pleasanter and pleasanter as the years passed, while those who
taught Laun grew more and more rigid. (1 always mterpreted this say-
ing in the light of her probable experiences in Fay House. ) But be the
faLts as they may, 1 can still see, in my mind’s eye, unfledged youths is-
suing forth from this sanetum sanctorim who were destined later to
become some of the most distinguished classicists of the country (names
furnished only upon pr’Ll'll rcqucst)

Facilitics for study in the College lerar) were much restricted by
lack of space in the old Gore Hall, a granite building in the Perpendicu-
lar style (suggesting the chapel of King’s College, Cambridge), of
which two surviving crocketed turrets may still be seen at either side
of the cntrance to the University Printing Office. This library, built
nearly sixty years before my entrance to Harvard, was, despitc a later
enlargement, now crowded to the doors. Tables and chairs for study,
save in the quite inadcquate reading room, were scarce, even for the
faculty, and well-known button-holing interruptions by a ubiquitous
and pervasive professor causcd ceriain of his colleagues to seck compar-
ative quict in a basement hide-away contiguous to (and perhaps under
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the protection of) Migne’s great edition of the Church F athcrs A grad-
uate research course with Professor Morns Hicky (‘Micky”} Morgan,
in which I unexpectedly found myself enrclled as the only student, met
in another burrow in the stacks, where the hungry professor used to
refresh himself with mid-forenoon sandwiches during my weekly re-
ports of progress, but such genercus proximity to the stacks and the
books themselves I think rather few of my contemporarics enjoyed.
Contrasts with the present need hardly be elaborated, save to empha-
size the free access to the books in the Lamont Library and the several
house libraries; a larger main reading room; admission to the Widener
stacks and, for competent students, an opportunity to study in them;
the large and convenicnt Smyth Classical Library (including much of
the fine classical collection of Profcssor Herbert Weir Smyth); the
specialized palaeographic materials in Widener D for qualified gradu-
ate students; and, finally, the rare book collections of the Houghton
Library. In the enormous growth of the University Library as 2 whole
the specialized collcctions of the Classical Department have richly
shared.

A comparison of the students six decades ago wnh those of today
would show some changes of a general, some of a specific character.
Either as the result of higher entrance standards, fortified by greatly
increased competition for admission, acting as an effective strainer of
the stadent body, or because of a certain sophistication diffused throngh
many American universitics, the students of today seem to me some-
what less provincial and more soberly purposeful than miy contempor-
aries at the corresponding age. Pcrhaps the mtervening world wars,
unhappy as their results have otherwise been, may have encouraged
travel, quickened social responsibility, and enlarged human sympathy.
So much for Harvard students in general; in the specific field of the
classics we of six decades ago were rather more strictly and rigorously
preparcd in the schools, especially in linguistic and grammatical mat-
ters; less dependent upon translations, pronouncements in cram-books,
and other substitutes of second-hand for first-hand Lnow]cdgc. We
covered a distinctly much narrower ficld, but cultivated it more in-
tensively. On the other hand, the best students today, with greater
flexibility in their programs and with tutorial assistance adapted to
their individual needs, seem to me as naturally alerr, mntelligent, and
thoughtful as che ablest classical stndents of 1898.

Our contacts with the faculty were rather limited, partly from the
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recognition that the faculty were busy men, not always very accessible,
especially before the easier relations that the house and tutorial system
has fostered, and partly, it must be admitted, from our rather silly and
schoolboyish desire to avoid any appearance of currying {avor. If the
tutorial system had done nothing mere than to bring students and fac-
ulty into closcr relations it would have richly justificd itself by its effects
not only upon the tutored but perhaps even more upon the tutors them-
sclves.

We did also have the Classical Club, for upperclassmen, graduvate
students, and faculty, meeting about once a month, with some gather-
ings addressed by a faculty member — in which case the other faculty
members were likely, 1n senatorial courtesy, to attend — and other
mectings, devoted to reading less familiar authors, attracring only the
student members with a young instructor or two to resolve pu?/,les 1n
our 51ght translations. Also, toward spring, each member of the classi-
cal seminary was cxpected to set forth the results of his rescarches at
an open cvening meeting, attended by the classical faculty, who might
query, disbelieve, or confirm the speaker’s conclusions. In rgos the
cxperiment was tried of afternoon conferences open to the public, at
which both faculty and advanced students might report, but the num-
ber of speakers and hearers proved inadequate, and these meetings were
abandoned. Like students in all ages we were at times impclied toward
reforming measurcs, and in my d1ary, under date of 31 May 1905, 1
find that, after a Classical Club meeting, five of us stayed and discussed
‘the defccts of the present system of instruction in the classics av Far-
vard.” What these defects were supposed to be, however, 1 have long
since forgotten, but perhaps the other four students — now cmeriti of
Harvard, McGill, Haverford, and California — may recall them. At
any rate, three days after this gathering Professor Smyth mnvited sev-
cral of us to his house to meet members of the Classical and Sanskrit
Departments. Was there perhaps some connection between these two
events? | do not now recall,

I come now to the faculty, my first impression of whom was onc of
whiskers, my entrance to college having antedated the voguc of the
safety razor. As in anuquity philosophers were recognizable by their
beards, so in American colleges were professors down into the early
part of the present century. Yet as carly as 1910 the eminent ancient
historian, Professor IXduard Mecycr of the University of Berlin, told me
that he was surprised — and I think rather shocked — by the youthfu]
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smoothfacedness of American professors, his implication being that
teachers so beardless could hardly be decmed authoritative guides for
impressionable youth. Had he visited America a decade earlier, though
even then beards were beginning to yield to mustaches, he might have
been less troubled. Foremost at Harvard would generally be reckoned
the full gray beard of that handsomest of the faculty, William Watson
(oodwin (whose facial tradition was later to be continued by George
Lyman Kittredge), supported by the full brownish-gray beard of for-
mer Dean Clement Lawrence Smith, the square-cut brown growth of
Minten Warren, the acutish beards of Clifford Iderschel Moore and
Herbert Weir Smyth (of his earlier period), the obtusish one of Dean
John Henry Wright, the wedge-shaped imitation by William Fenwick
Harris of the beards on Greek vase-paintings, and the nondescript
grizzled hairiness of Albert Andrew Howard. The mustachioed group
of James Bradstreet Greenough, John Williams White, and Morris
Hicky Morgan (whosc mustache was of just the convenient length to
be chewed in frequent moments of excitement) received, as the years
passed, accessions from the full-bearded, such as Moore, Lanman, and
Smyth, while Charles Pomeroy Parker — distinet in various other re-
spects, such as his innacence of things German — was the consistent
example of the smooth face, foreshadowing in this respect nearly all
present Ilarvard classicists.

Most classical teachers at Harvard during my undergraduate years
were themselves Harvard Bachelors of Arts, exceptions being White
(Ohio Wesleyan), Warren (Tufts), Wright (Dartmouth), Frederic
Dec Forest Allen (Oberlin), and that cxception to all rules, ‘C Plus’
Parker (from Oxford), but several had received additional training in
Germany, Goodwin, (George Martin Lanc, and Smyth having carried
on the Géttingen tradition of President Felton and Edward Everett,
while Howard had studicd at Leipzig and Clifford Herschel Moore at
Munich. Before teaching at Harvard Parker, Morgan, Howard, Moore,
Car]l Newell Jackson, and George Henry Chase had been instructors
in privately endowed schools {such as Andover, St Mark’s, and St
Paul’s), and this experience was certainly not without its helpful effect
upon their teaching, which was entirely uninfluenced by courses in
pedagogy. Least provincial in general outlook I should consider H. W,
Smyth —a cosmopolite in the realm of ideas—and C. H. Moore, who,
like Odysseus, had seen the towns and known the minds of many men.
As most provincial T should reckon —but de wrorzuis il nisi bonu.
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By contrast, at the present day, Harvard has drawn a majority of its clas-
sical appointments from other countries or at least from other institu-
tions. In the earlier period foreign lecturers were occasionally intro-
duced for one or a few Jectures each, like S. H. Butcher, Louis Dyer,
Gilbert AMurray, and J. E. Sandys, but nowadays the number of such
is larger, their stays are usually longer, and thesr contacts with our
students generally closer. From other American universities T recall
Carl Darhing Buck, Hanns Oertel, and IEdward Capps, bur few, if any,
others for stays of any length. On the wholc the last decade of the
ninetecnth and the first decade of the twentieth century mark part of
the transition from 2 more provincial outlock, described by Lucretius
at the beginning of his sccond book, to a maturer awareness of our par-
ticipation in a world-wide academic battlefield.

The teachers thus brought together, along with the next of kin in
other departments, hike James Hardy Ropes in New Testament Intro-
duction, Charles Rockwell Lanman and Arthur W, Ryder in Sanskrit
— for Indic languages were grouped with Greek and Latin in the Di-
vision of Ancient Languages, Edward Robinson in Greel Art,
George Herbert Palmer in philosophy, and William Scott Ferguson 1n
ancient history, would each deserve an appropriate chapter or cven
volume, but a student who sat at their {fect and who, Iike all students
from the time of Ausonius in his Observations on the Professors at
Bordeanz down to the present time, noted, catalogucd, and now recalls
some picturesque but mostly very trivial peculiarities of cach, may per-
haps be permitted, in affectionate remembrance, to record the Zeus-Jike
micn first of Goodwin and later of Smyth; the frock coat and silk hatin
which White sometimes came to his classroom; the amusing succession
of fancy waistcoats exhibitcd by Morgan; the Vicrorian prudery of
Patker, who would not read or discuss in class poems mentioning kiss-
ing, who frothed at the mouth when stylistically or emotionally stirred,
and whose detachable cuff came off as he was attempting to illustrate
the graceful curves with which the cultivated teacher should point to
the blackboard. He also may recall the harmlessly ironical manner of
Howard, whose most congenial material for study was found in the
Roman satirists; the frequent and noticeable vse of rare words by Smyth
(svho seldom got through a lecture without once or twice ‘envisaging’
something), or of pet phrases by Warren, who used the expression ‘of
coursc’ much as an incxpert public speaker uses the syllable ‘er’ when
at a loss for his next waord. 1 thought that I had reached the record
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when Warren gave his thirty-fourth ‘of course’ in one lecture, but I
was mistaken, {or in another he reached fifty-six times. The large pro-
grans laid out by Wright in the first meetings of his courscs always
contrasted somewhat strikingly with the closing days of the courscs,
at which seldom more than thirty or forty per cent of the ground had
been covered. C. R. Lanman (‘Cable address: Indiaman, Boston,’ his
lctterheads announced), a belated representative of the ancient Cynic
philosophers to whom no word or act was unmentionable or taboo,
was also, with the Ieisure of the Oricnt, most easily sidetracked, and T
remember that we beginners in Sanskrit early encountered the word
jubit (2 sacrificial ladle for pouring melted butter), which caused 4l
else to he dropped for the rest of the hour while the course became one
0 sacrificial spoons. (But this was m an age i which beginners in i
Greek were early given opportunity to enlarge their Greek vocabu-
laries by the word for a fox-skin cap.) The little anecdotes 1 have here !
recorded were mostly trivial or well-nigh puerile, yet the recital of |
such by Suetonius or in Boswell’s Life of Jobnson often furnishes for
' the persons described a clearey impression than pages of abstract char-

acI€rizations.

All those whom I have mentioned, save one, were always kindly
and considerate; the one apparent exception was ‘Micky” Morgan, who,
though really more helpful and more gencrous of his time and interest
than most of his colleagues, yet masked that helpfulness under an in-
itial brusqueness as engaging to those who did not know him as the
gentlc touch of a porcupine. ‘Do you want to see me?” he snapped out
to a timid freshmen who came to get his signature on a study-list. ‘I
don’c want to; 1 bave to,” was the reply. Morgan often seemed to re-
semble the mythical Proteus, who, il caught, would change himsclf
into a wild beast or fire or water, but who, if grasped calmly and firmly,
would finally retirn to his real form.

None of my teachers represented the older form of classical oratory,
such as might have becn expected at an carlicr cpoch; in fact, I recall
but one example of it in my whole course. This was on the twenticth
of Deccember 1899, at the anneal announcement of academic distine-
tions and the award of dcrurs. The orator of that cveming was William
Lverett, son, admirer, and imitator of the far greater Edward Evereit,
and himself commonly known (from his table-manncrs) as ‘Piggy Tv-
erett,’ the headmaster of the nearly defunct Adams Academy in Quin-
¢y, a former member of Congress, and a man wha knew by heart the
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whole of Virgil's 4eneid. In Sanders Theatre he delivered an impas-
sioncd address, whose theme I have forgotten, but in the course of which
he introduced us to the heights of Parnassus and the society ot Apollo
and the Muses, while he engaged in acrobatic writhings and prancings
rarcly beheld in our north temperate climate. After this whirlwind
and firc there followed the still small voice of President Eliot, standing
motionless {save for his single customary gesture, the twirling of his
thumbs, first in one direction, then in the reverse), and speaking with
a clear, concise, and dignified utterance worthy of his high office. The
contrast between these two speakers, T have often reflected, paralieled
that between the ancient Asianic and Attic types of oratory; to cxperi-
ence it will probably not fall to the lot of any present or futurc Har-
vard student.

It must not be supposed that thesc Jearned men never indulged in
physical exercise or sports, though such relaxation was not always
under student inspection. Goodwin and Smith, during the period dis-
cussed, might well have becn excused by age from vigorous bodily ac-
tivicy, but Greenough'’s zeal for mountaineering and trail building in
the White Mountains is still recalled by the spring (on the upper slopes
of Mt Clay) which bears his name, and Smyth’s delight in sailing at
Mt Desert is attested by onc or two spirited photographs, White was
recputed to be a fisherman at a remote lake m the Mainc woods, but
his collcaguc Morgan, with a characteristic half-contemptuous snort,
once doubted whether any ancient Roman ever fished for pleasure and
rather implied that he himself did not. Lanman almost to his latest
years was a constant oarsman onn {more accurately, all over) the Charles
{rom carly spring to oncoming winter, and Warrcen, that most meticu-
lous and cxacting of men in the classroom, was most genial on the ten-
nis court with his graduate students (wwhom he generally allowed to
do most of the running after the ball). Others whom I have not named
may perhaps have taken their cxertions in the fashion which Goodwin
once reported of Joseph Lovering, Hollis Professor of Mathematics,
who, when some of his students inquired of him what form of exercise
he had found most beneficial in bringing him to so vigorons an old age,
replicd, “Well, I sometimes study at a standing desk.’

I have spoken of the classical facalty in their habits as teachers and
as human beings, and, without attempting a full bibliography, a few
words seem in order about their activitics as scholars and writers. Classi-
cal scholarship can hardly be measured, as Aristophanes might say, on
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the butcher’s scales, but, following the tradition of Evangelinus Apo-
stolides Sophocles — probably the most picturesque and eccentric of
afl Harvard teachcers, who, however, lics outside my time limits — the
reputation of Goodwin, based particularly upon his Greek Moods and
Fenses and his later work on Demosthenes, may without exaggeration
be called international. Likewise that of Smyth’s massive work on The
Tonic Diglect and his more widely known Greek Melic Poets met with
universal recognition. The others in the department should perhaps
be considered as outstanding national rather than intcrnational figures. -
Goodwin, Lane, Greenough, and Smyth were, at least in their carlier
days, primarily grammarians; others were known for having produced
excellent texthooks (e.g., Smith and Moore for their editions of Ior-
ace’s Qdes, Greenough {or texts of Horace’s Satires and Livy). Smyth,
however, without at all relaxing his grammatical precision, rendered
most stimulating service by the philosophic breadth of his thought and
the refined literary appreciation of his later works. The editorial labors
of White (in the College Scries of Greek Authors), Smith (in the Col-
lege Scries of Latin Authors}, Smyth (in the American Book Company
scries), and Morgan (in Morris and Morgan’s Latin Scrics) had a help-
ful cffect npon the standards of American textbooks. In addition, the
Hearvard Studies in Classical Philolygy, founded in 18go as 2 result of
Greenough’s enthusiasm and in part supported by an endoswment given
by the members of his class of 1856, have furnished an outlet for im-
portant contributions to classical scholarship. (Incidentally, Green-
ough was the first at Harvard to lectare upon Sanskrit, and it was only
by degrees that Indic studies here became autonomous.) Ease of travel,
accessibility to large libraries, facilities for obtaining photostats of man-
uscripts and squeezes of inscriptions, papyrology, and the great expan-
sion of archaeological studies have greatly enlarged the ficld of classical
studies, so that instcad of a contraction in our researches there has been
since 1898 a very considerable spread.

In the enumeration of classical interests at Harvard and their devel-
opment over the ycars one should not overlaok the presentation, in the
original languages, of Greek and Latin plays, under the auspices of the
Classical Department or of the Classical Club. Among several of these
the most notable, perhaps, have heen those of the Oedipus Tyranmuis
of Sophocles (1881), the Phorazio of Terence {1894, with music by
F. D. Allen), scencs from the Birds of Aristophanes (1gor, with strilc-
ing music, though Wagnerian rather than Greck, by Professor J. K.
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Paine), and the Agamemmnon of Aeschylus (1906, given in the Harvard
Stadmm).

It will be readily understood that in these reminiscences there have
not been included any persons still living or rather recently deceased.
Of those classicists under whom I studied in my undergraduate and
graduate years one is still living, and I fecl sure that though his recollec-
tions might differ from mine in various details which his Lively mind
would forcefully and gracefully elaborate, yet Professor Charles Bur-
ton Gulick would agree with me that an academic community fertilized
by such personalities as thosc here mentioned i, 1f not viique, at least
of very rarc occurrence.

ArTHUR STANLEY PEASE
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