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The Wellesley Copy of

Wordsworth’s Poetical Works, 1832
Jared Curtis

N January, 1837, Wordsworth chought the “value” of his new

collective edition, “in the eyes of the judicious,” lay m “the pams”

that he took “m the revisal of so many old Poems, to the re-

modelling, and often re-writing whole Paragraphs which . . .
have cost me great labour,” and, he adds in this letter to Edward
Moxon, his publisher, “I do not repent of it.” ' The results of these
efforts arc essentially new versions of several poems, substanually re-
vised versions of a hundred more, and pervasive changes in the details
of presentation that alter dramatically their appearauce before the
rcader’s cye. The signs of such pain and Jabor are revealed in a copy of
his Poetical W orks (1832) on the pages of which he recorded exten-
sive revisions and corrcetions and which he then sent as copy to
Moxon’s printer, “Mr. Ivans.”

This valuable {our-volume set was purchased for his own collection
by George Herbert Palmer (1842-1933), the Harvard philosopher,
and contemporary of Willlam James and Josiah Royce. In 1887
Palmer married Alice Elvira Freeman (1855—1902), who served as
President of Wellesley College from 1882 to 1888; and after her death,
in 1902, he presented these volumes, and many other “early and rare
cditions of English poetry,” to the Wellesicy College Library in mem-
ory of his wife.® This, it should be added, was only onc of several re-

1 The Letters of William and Dorothy Wordsworth, The Later Years, cd. Lrnest
de Selincourt {(Oxford, 1939), I1, 831. Hereafter noted as LY. The first volume of
LY has been revised by Alan G, Hill {Oxford, 1978; LY, 1).

2 George Herbert Palmer, 4 Catalogue of Early and Rare Editions of English
Poctry Collected and Presested to Wellesicy College by George IHerbert Paluier,
with additions from other sources (Boston and New Yorl: TMoughton Miflin Com-
pany, 1923). Scc also his Neres on a Collection of English Poctry Inended for
Weilestey College with Dustructions for its Proper Care (privately printed, 1915).
For biographical infarmarion, see the Dictionary of American Biography and his own
Autobiography of a Philosopher (1g30), which is deseribed by the D.A4.B. as “a
notable achicvement in self-portrayal.” Eleanor L. Nicholes, Special Collections Li-

]
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markable gifts for which Jibraries are indebted to him. No. 59 of the
Harvard University Library Bibliographical Comtributions is the cata-
logue of the finc collection of works by George Herbert and works re-
lating to him that Professor Palmer gave to Harvard in 1g12. In 1919
Harvard reccived his collection of rarc and first editions of philosophical
classics, as well as many Hegel manuscripts, and in 1930 he gave to the
Woelicsley Collepe Library nine hundred lecters of Robert and Elizabeth
Barrett Browning.

It is not altogether clear from this re-bound set of YWordsworth's
Poctical Works, published by Longman in four volumes, 1832, just
how and {rom what materials they were made up and bound. Nor is
it clear exactly how Wordsworth himsclf procceded in using this set
to prepare copy for the printer of Moxon’s edition of Poetical W orks,
in six voJumes, published in 1836—37.

‘T'he two questions arc related: until we know fully the answer to the
first, we cannot be sure of the answer to the second. The volumes
present certain physical anomahes. They were bound by R. Riviere
and Sons for §. M. Samuel 1n 1893, by which time most of the paste-
overs were lifted and the wax removed; the paste-overs, now loose,
were bound in by Rivierc. In at least onc instance 2 leaf of handwritten
text, tipped in between pages 342 and 343 of Vol. 1I, appears to have
been bound in the wrong place, for it does not match the surrounding
printed text, and at least two such leaves seem to be missing, if we can
judge from the presence of wax stains on 97 of Vol. 1 and 217 of Vol.
IV, and che absence of the manuscript leaves that were once stuck on.
Other features suggest that the volumes were made up from more than
one sct of printed matter. The Jast two leaves in gathering (G of Vol.
II {pages 03 through ¢6) have been trimmed top and bottom, and the
next-to-last leaf in the gathering (pages 93-94) has been cut along its
outer margin, indicating that thesc leaves may have come from a diffcr-
ent source. In addition there are two long segments and some shorter
oncs in which no corrections have been entered: the short scquences

brarian at Wellesley College, has provided access 1o the Wardsworth materials in
her kecping and generously shared her knowledge of them 2nd of their provenance.
Most of the manuscript material will be incorperated into the appropriate volumes
of the Cornell Wordsworth, now in progress. Several of the Cornell editors have
helped with suggestions and supplied important leads and details: James . Averill
of Princetan University, Eric R. Birdsall of Pennsylvania Statc University (Shenango
Valley), Geoffrey Jackson of the Polyrechnic of North London, Carl I'1, Ketcham
af the University of Arizona, and Scephen M. Parrish of Cornell.
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The Wellesley Copy of Wordsworth's Poetical TV orks 7

appear in Vol. ITI, the long oncs in I, 286-343 (prosc}, and 11, 139
314 {sonnets, tours, ctc.). Yct changes did occur in the text appearing
on thesc pages in the 1836—37 cdition. Finally, in Vol III of 1832
there arc three half-Ieaves tipped in to supplement cxisting clean full
lcaves, so that the volume now contains cwo cach of Sg (273—4), S8
(271—2), and Y1 (321-2). Lacking entirely is P6 (219—20) from Vol.
I.

The appearance of the volumes, then, suggests that Rivicre received
Joose unerimmed gatherings put together from more than one source
for binding as a single sct. But haw did the unmarked pages come to re-
place the original marked oncs? On 25 Scptember 1825, Wordsworth
had written to Longman (LY, I, 384) to request an “imperfect copy”
of Miscellaneous Poems {(1820) for use in preparing copy for the “nesw
IEdition” — not printed until 1827 (this marked copy of 1820, 3f it
cxists, has not been identified). Though no similar request for an 1832
sct survives, it scems likely he made such a request and received a sun-
ilarly “imperlect copy” — perhaps more than one, or parts of several
broken sets. If he received this material in loose gatherings, or even
sheets, onc would cxpeet the clean stretches of leaves in the Wellesley
copy to {all ncatly within full gatherings, but instead they correspond
mainly with textual enits, precisely in Vol. I and overlapping five pages
of other matter in Vol I But in Vol. 1If untouched leaves arc scat-
tered through several gatherings. Since there are no printer’s marks
of any kind on these clean sections, while such marks abound in cor-
rected scctions (e.g. compositor’s names; castings off; and compositor’s
ink deletions, indicating the matter had been set in type), we can as-
sune that the clean sections werc not nsed by the printer to set copy for
the text contamed thercin.,

Were these untouched leaves part of the imperfect material Words-
worth received from Longman and had at his disposal? If so, were
only portions of his copy rcturned to him, prempting him (or someone
in his household) to fill the gaps with clean Jeaves and gatherings to
make up a complete set (missing out at least one leaf in the process)?
Did a later owner supply the Jack, one of Wordsworth’s descendants,
for cxample, or M. C. Sothern, who signed the fly-leaves of Vols. I
and 111, or S. M. Samuel, whose name appears engraved with Riviere’s
name, along with the date of binding, inside the front covers of each
volume? The Jater insertion of clean leaves seems least likely simply
because, without a connection with Longman, clean untrimmed lcaves
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would be difficult, if not impossible, to obtain alter Wordsworth
switched publishers in 1836, though a fresh copy of volumes I, II,
and J1T might have been broken uwp for this purpose (the leaves arc
untrimmed in the original binding of this cditian).

What did happen at the end of the summer of 1836 when Words-
worth settled down to the task of revising his poems for Moxon’s new
cdition? FEdward Quillinan, the poet’s friend, and later husband of
Wordsworth’s daughter Dora, kept two diarics during the period of his
stay with the poet and his family in the summer and early fall of 1836.°
I1c began making entrics, from 3 August 1836, concerning “Nr, W'’s
pocms for Moxon’s New Edition — to be ‘tinkered” ” (1v). On the 4th
he notes further * ‘Tinkering’ ” — of the “Femate Vagrant” — and
the restoration of “Alice Fell . . . at my request” (1v). On the sth
he writes that “Mr. W. to day, & subsequently has given [Descriptive
Sketehes] . . . a careful revision & correction,” adding that he has,
“I think, very greatly improved them; as this juvenile production was as
full of corrupt diction as of vigorous poetry — Mr. W. says {ull of
‘swagger & flourish.” —” (2r). On 1 September he bravely writcs,
“Instead of partridge-shooting, better employed mn helping Mr. W to
‘tinker,” as he calls it, the Evening Walk, & a proof of the often ‘tink-
ered’ Descriptive Sketches. — " (12v). There arc sinlar entries for
The 1diot Boy, The Waggoner, and The 1White Doe (14v, 161, and
29r). On 18 Scptember Quillinan Ieft Rydal Mount and set out for
London, sailing from Falmouth for Lisbon on 7 November. Before he
left London he ran an crrand to Moxon's, probably to deliver a portion
of the printer’s copy (the pocket-book entry for 22 September reads,
“Left Parcel for [ ? ] at Moxon’s— "),

In August of 1836, then, or shortly before, Wordsworth obrained
an imperfect copy or copies of his Poetical Works (1832). He himseif
entered many corrections and revisions in both pencil and ink, though
Dora and Mary Wordsworth, and Quillinan each took a hand in re-
cording changes. The marked sections of the set were sent to the

3 The diary with the fuller record is a leather-bound notebook inscribed on the
front cover: RYDAL / MOUNT./ 1836, The other, which simply gives the date
and the tides of poems altered or restored on that day, is a small leather-bound
pocket-book imprinted on the cover, Marshalf's New Pocket Ledger for 1838 ([.an-
don and later cntries were also made here). There is as well a single sheer of paper
with Quillinan’s transeriptions of revisions of ninc poems which appeared in the
first volume of the 183z Poetical TWorks. These papers arc among the Dove Cottage
Papers in the Wordsworth Library, Grasmere.
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was much revised in 1836, and paste-overs, written in Quillinan’s neat hand,
oceur frequently.
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Fic. 2. Composed in 1798; first published in 18co. Wordsworth wrote the re-

vised line 13 at the top; Quillinan entcred it betwveen the lines, At the tarn of

the century, it was common practice, and was the poet's habit, to capiralize

nouns. Most of these capitals were reduced to lower case in 1836, presumably
at the poct’s direction.
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Fic. 3. Composed in 1806; first published in 1819, Wordsworth's extensive
revisions to a much criticized poem begin with the first few Jines, The printer’s
mark in the cirele indicated the new gathering and page number.
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KiG. 4. (”omposcd in 1801 and 1802; first published jn 1819. Below the fourth
ranza Wordsworch himself revised, then altered his revisions.
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printer as copy, but some of this matter is now missing. Additional
manuscript copy accompanied or followed this material to the printer,
for some heavily marked scetions do not show clearly what text the
compasitor was to follow, and so required further instructions, and
there are surviving manuscript versions of cight poems which show
signs of having been used as printer’s copy for the 1836~37 cdition.
Wordsworth made substantive changes in more than a hundred and
twenty short poems in the first three volumes and many more were
corrected in minor ways by the poct, by Quillinan, or by Mary or
Dora Wordsworth. Of the long poems many were added to or re-
vised considerably. A doven lines cach of “An Evening Walk,” “The
Female Vagrant,” and “Ruth” were added or substantially recast. More
than cighty Jines each in “Peter Bell” and “The Waggoner,” one
hundred and eighty lincs in “The Excursion,” two hundred and forty
lines in “The White Doe,” and over three hundred lincs in “Descrip-
tive Sketches” were re-written or inserted. The last mentioned were
far-reaching changes which led to a new and differcnt version of that
poem. Here, then, arc the work-sheets which substantiate the poet’s
claim to T. J. Judkin, on z0 October 1836: “If you . . . compare the
pieces entitled ‘Lvening Walk’, ‘Descriptive Sketches’, and “The Wag-
goner’, you will find I have made very considerablc altcrations, which
I trust will be found to be improvements — at all cvents they ought to
be so, for they cost me much labour” (LY, 8o09). In the same 1832
volumes Wordsworth also supplied or altered about two hundred
words in his Preface to Lyvieal Ballads. He revised section titles, and

4 Six poems were first published in 1836-37, two Epitaphs from Chiabrera (1 and
V), “Upon Seeing a Coloured Drawing of the Bird of Paradise,” two Evening Vol-
untaries (XII and X111}, and an Epitaph (“Six months to six ycars added”); one
pocm, “If thou indeed derive thy light,” was revised and adopted as the cpigraph
to Volume V; and one, “A Character,” omikted after jts fist printing in Lyricel
Baliads, 1800, was restored in 1836-37, These manuscripts bear printer’s marks and the
name “Mt, Jackson,” no doubt the same “Jackson™ whose compasing assignments
are similarly indicated in the Wellesley set; the manuseripts were once interleaved
in Volume V of a copy of the 1836~37 Poetical T orks nuw in the Princeron Library
but have been removed to the Princeton Manuscript Collection. Velume I of this
same set contains five leaves, interleaved, of first page proofs (Vol. 1, 4950, 55-56,
§7=58, 61-62, and 63-64).

Also among Dove Cottage Papers is a sheet bearing Quillinan’s instructions to the
printer which refer to volume and page number of the 183z cdition, and his fair
copy of the “Rack of Names Passage” which Waordsworth added in 2 note to “The
Waggoner” in the new edition of 1836-37.
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he provided dates of compaosition beneath those poems which were not
part of a sequence,
In a lecter to Edward Moxon, 10 Qctober 1836, Wordsworth firse
mentioned “Sheets” which he was then corrceting; these were the
- printed sheets for the first volume of the new edition (LY, 807). But
he insisted, in late December 1834, that the printer “send clean sheets
as they are struck off — along with succeeding proofs” (LY, 826; his
italics; by “proofs” hc meant first page proofs). Waordsworth told
Mozxon in the same leteer that this intensive correction was essential n
order “ta return readings perfectly correct before the stereotype
plates are taken” (LY, 827). Fridence of Wordsworth's close atten-
tion to detail at this stage appears in the five leaves of corrected first
page proofs (the “proofs” referred to in his letter to Moxon) which
have been preserved, interleaved, m the first volume of the Princcron
copy of Poetical Works (1836—37). These few Jeaves show fully as
many corrections, from punctuation to whole lines, as in the most
crowded leaves in the Wellesley volumes, Moxon honored this devo-
tion to the “perfectly correct,” mncorporating the poet’s changes, and
offered the full set for szle in late March 1837.°
What does the Wellesley manuscript tell ust I have long been
puzzled by the systematic changes m punctuation and capitahization
which occurred in the 1836-37 edition, at a loss to say certamly
whether thesc changes were initiated by the poet or by his new pub-
Jisher, Moxon. The Wellesley manuscript, seconded by the Princeton
authorially corrected proofs, confirms that Wordsworth himself made
most of these changes, Although the printer could have pre-marked
a sct of 1832 sheets (or gatherings) for Wordsworth to use for further
corrcction and for revision, the lowering of capitals and changes m
pointing are not carried out with the uniformity that one could expect
from a 1gth-century printer, either by volume, by gathering, by sec-
tion, or by poem. Since it scems unlikely, then, that the printer sent
Wordsworth a sct of shects only partially corrected for reduced
capitals and pointing, and since there is such clear and ample evidence
of the poct’s active role at scveral stages (Quillinan’s notes, the reviscd

5 Qo the “proofs” sece note g, above. These volumes were bound by Riviere in
the same format as the Wellesley scr, for the same man, S. M. Samuel, in 18953,
Samuel’s books, including these two sets, were sold at auction by Sotheby, 1 July
tgo7 (items 195 and 197, Sothehy Sale Catalogue). The Spectaror noticed the ap-
pearance of all six volumes on 1 April 1837: “Mr. Mavon has completed his new
and beautiful edition of Wordsworth's Peetical 1Works” (p. 308).
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1832 pages, and the five leaves of corrccted 1836—37 proofs), these
changes arc without doubt Wordsworth'’s own.

Wordsworth’s heavily revised copy of Poetieal Works, 1836-37,
now at Windsor Castle, 1s unique in having been used at least three
diffcrent times, for revisions to cditions published in 1840, 1842, and
1845.° But this revised sct of 183637 was never employed as printer’s
copy. The Wellesley Poetical Works (1832), then, is unique in dis-
playing the sequence of steps from rough recasting, to revision, to cor-
rection, to directions for the printer, to printing-house markings. We
still lack a substantial set of authorially revised proof shects for any of
Wordsworth's editions of his poems, but with the Wellesley manu-
script we move closer to a complete picture of the transmission of the
poct’s text into print. The fuller this picture becomes the beteer, of
coursc, for though the presencee of the 1832 volumes at Wellesley has
been known to scholars for some time, their “re-discovery” is oppor-
tune for editors currently working to present freshly edited texts of
Wordsworth’s poems through all their many transformations. For a
poct whose frequent, perhaps his central, subject was his own evolving
language system, “the growth of a poet’s mind,” we are fortunate to
have such nceessary and richly informative materials for use in building
our sense of that mind.

¢ Sce Helen Darbishire, Sowme Variants in Wordswort's Text in the Volumes
1836~7 in the King's Library {London, 1949). Most of the changes recorded in this
set appeared in rhe one-voleme edition of The Foews of William TV ordsworth
published by Moxon in 1Bys.
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